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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday,  May  17,  1794* 
message  from  the  kino. 

T^HE  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Lords  to  be  fuminoned> 
having  been  read, 

Lord  GrenvtUe  rofe,  and  prefented  a  Meflage  from  his  Ma* 
jefty.    The  fame  having  been  read. 

Lord  Grenville  moved,  "  That  it  be  taken  into  confident- 
*  tion  on  Monday.'* 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  attacked  his  Majefty's  minifters,  fot 
bringing  forward  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty,  ftating  that  the 
country  was  in  imminent  danger,  and  poftponing  the  invefti-* 
gation  of  the  mcafure,  which  they  meant  to  oppofe  to  that 
danger,  for  forty-eight  hours.  His  Grace  alluded  to  what  had 
pafled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  thence  by  comparifon 
inferred  that  the  minifters  were  deficient  in  that  refpeft  and 
attention  which  was  due  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  dignity  ot 
their  Lordlhips,  as  forming  collediively  in  their  Parliamentary 
capacity  an  eflential,  and  at  lead  a  co-equal  branch  of  the  Le« 
gillatur^. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  concurred  in  opinion  with  the 
Noble  Duke,  and  purfued  the  fame  topic,  but  carried  it 
farther,  by  contending,  that  as  a  communication  had  been 
made  to  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  they  had  a£le<! 
upon  it,  merely  to  ftate  the  King's  meiTage,  and  not  at  the 
fame  time  to  make  the  communication,  was  to  degrade  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  by  treating  them  as  if  they  were  fccond- 
ary,  and  fubfenrient  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  aflced  on 
^^hat  principle  it  was  to  be  maintained,  that  the  Houfe  o^ 
i^ords  were  not  entitled  by  minifters  to  the  fame  rcfped  as 
had  been  fhewn  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  He,  for  one, 
fhould  exped  fome  further  grounds  to  be  laid  before  their 
Lordftiips^  before  he  could  confent  to  give  his  fanflion  to  any 
zneafure   which  minifters  might  think  proper    to   propofe. 
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The  inip9it  of  the  meffage  ^ras  important  and  prefling  i  the  ii 
fooner,  therefore,  the  Houfe  knew,  and  could  proceed  to  de-*  .1 
liberate  upon  an^  difcuCs  it,  tiie  better.  J^ 

Lord  GrenvUlt  rofe  to  juftify  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  Ma-  mi 
jefty's  roinifters  from  ^he  imputation  urged  againft  them  by  -^ 
the  Noble  Duke  and  the  Noble  Earl.  Far  was  it  ftom  their  ^{ 
intentions  to  treat  that  Houfe  unbecomingly,  or  with  the  *j 
fmalleft  difrefpe^l ;  nor  could  be  conceive,  that,  on  a  fair  ^ 
cortfidcration  of  the  proceeding  of  that  day,  any  fuch  inference 
*  v*^as  warrantable.    The  Noble  Duke  had  argued,  as  if  it  had  ^ 

been  the  invariable  pra£lice  and  cuftom,  when  a  meflage  was  *\ 

brought  down  from  his  Majefty,  for  a  motion  to  be  made  ^ 

for  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  for  the  fame,  and  that  it  (hould  \ 

be  followed  up  by  another  motion,  to  refolve  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's  meflage  ihould  be  taken   into  confideration  the  very  ^ 

next  day  of   the   Honfe's  meeting.      If  the  Noble  Duke,  ^ 

from  fo  long  a  feclufion  from  Parliamentary  buGnefs,  had  ^ 

forgot  what  the  practice  of  the  Houfe  was,  it  would  noc 
be  amifs  for  the  Noble  Duke  to  rcconfider  the  fubje£l9 
^  and  govern  his  political  conduct  accordingly.  The  mode 
adopted  that  day  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  rather  calcu- 
lated to  avoid  cenfure,  than  to  provoke  it.  The  fubftance  of 
his  Majefty's  mcfTjge  was  confefledly  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance i  was  it  therefore  a  matter  of  blame  in  minifters,  that  by 
the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted,  they  afforded  their  Lord- 
fliips  time  for  deliberation  ?  Had  the  cafe  been  otherwifc,  had 
thiiy  brought  in  the  meflage,  and  fuddenly  propofed  a  meafure 
upon  the  lubjcd,  the  Houfe,  with  a  much  ftronger  colour  of 
reafon,  might  have  complained  of  unncceffary  precipitation 
and  indecent  hurry. .  The  Noble  Earl  had  mentioned  the  mea- 
fure in  agitation  in  another  place,  and  had  chofen  to  fuppofe 
that  their  Lordfhips  were  treated  as  the  dependants  of  that 
Houfe,  at  leaft  that  miniftcrs  meant  to  put  them  in  that  de- 
grading lituation.  The  Noble  Earl  well  knew,  that  no  fuch 
-  thing  was  intended,  and  that  it  was  imppfTible,  under  the  cir- 

1  cumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  to  aft  otlierwife  than  miniflers  had 

I  done.     It  was  perfeftly  clear,  that  his  Majefly's  minifters  had 

J  not  afted  upon  tliis  occafion  in  a  novel  and  unprecedented 

I  manner:  There  were  a  variety  of  precedents  upon  their  Lord- 

fhips* Journals,  amply  fufBcicnt  for  their  jufiification.  If 
thofe  precedents  were  not  cxaQly  followed,  he  wUhed  to 
have  the  difference  pointed  out — the  difTcrence  v/as,  that  his 
Majefty's  minifters,  as  he  had  before  ftated,  had  given  more 
time  for  confidemtion  and  delibcr^ition  than  had  been  done 
upon  former  occafions.    He  wilhcd  particularly  to  call  their 

attention 
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ftttentioa  to  the  cafe  which  happened  in  the  year  1722,  znH 
vhich  was  to  be  found  upon  their  Lordfliips  Joumata:  At 
that  time  there  was  a  MefTage  from  his  Majefty,  dating  the 
exiftence  of  a  plot  (Layer's  plot)  to  overturn  the  exifting 
Government ;  on  that  very  fame  day,  a  Bill  fimilar  to  the  pre-* 
fent  was  introduced  and  paflTed,  and  was  fent  to  the  G>mmons« 
The  cafe  of  Counfellor  Layer  was  a  cafe  in  which  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  had,  without  any  additional  proofs  to  the  King's 
Mefidge,  paired  a  Bill  in  one  fingleday:  In  the  prefent  in« 
ftance,  time  was  given  to  their  Lordlhips  for  confideration^ 
though  the  danger  was  of  a  nature  that  called  for  the  fpeedy 
interference  of  Parliament.  With  regard  to  that  Houfe  regu- 
lating their  proceedings  by  the  proceedings  of  the  other  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  while  fo  good  an  underftanding  continued  be- 
tween the  two  Houfes  as  happily  exifted  at  prefent,  it  was  not 
at  all  extraordinary,  that  the  one  Houfe  ihould  be  in  fome  mea- 
fure  apprifed  of  matters  of  an  important  and  preiling  nature  in 
agitation  in  the  other,  and  ihould  regulate  their  own  proceed- 
ings accordingly. 

Tbe  Duke  ^Grafton  faid,  he  was  afraid  he  muft  ftill  differ 
vith  the  Noble  Lord  about  an  eflential  point,  viz.  the  confti- 
tution  of  that  Houfe.  As  long  as  the  Houfe  exifted — as  long 
as  the  dignity  of  their  Lordfhips  remained,  either  in  fhape  or 
fubllance,  he  would  (land  up  in  its  fupport,  in  fupportof 
their  rights  and  privileges,  in  the  face  of  their  Lord  (hips, 
in  his  place  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament  \  and  he  would  alfo 
maintain  the  fame  argument  to  the  people  at  large.  He 
vas  obliged  to  the  Noble  Lord  for  the  advice  he  had  been  fo 
jjaod  as  to  give  him  refpe£ting  hia  political  condu£t ;  but  he 
had  long  (ince  adopted  the  line  of  politics  he  thought  it  right 
to  purfue,  and  he  had  no  objedion  to  meet  the  mod  fcrupu- 
lous  inquiry  into  his  political  conduft,  from  the  firft  moment 
of  his  public  life  to  the  prefent  hour.  He  dill  continueu  to 
think  the  communicating  a  meffage  of  fuch  importance,  and 
then  delaying  to  follow  it  up  with  the  notification  of  ibme 
meafure  which  appeared  to  his  Majefty's  rainillers  prpper  for 
the  occafion,  a  degradation  of  tlie  digfiity  of  their  Lordibips, 
and  an  infult  (if  he  might  be  allowed  to  ufe  fuch  a  word)  to 
the  Ijcgiflature  itfelf.  It  was  well  known  that  a  fimihr  melTagc 
had  been  delivered  to  the  other  Houfe,  which  his  Majefty's  nii- 
nifters  had  brought  forward  that  day  before  their  Lordlhips,  and 
that  a  communication  had  been  made  upon  it. — Why  was  it  not 
thought  fit  to  make  a  (iinilar  communication  to  tiieir  Lord* 
Clips  ?  The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  argued,  that 
moving  that  hi^Majefty's  meflage  be  taken  into  coiiiidcvntion 
4  on 
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on  Monday  next,  would  afford  time  for  def%era(tioii.— Deli- 
beration on  what  ?  The  Houfe  had  heard  his  Majeft/s  me£- 
fage :  That  meifage  informed  them  of  the  immineht  danger^ 
Upon  what  thcreiFore  were  they  to  deliberate  t  If  mintfteiv 
bad  made  the  communication  that  had  been  made  to  the  other 
Houfe,  or  had  propofed  a  meafure  in  the  outlinei  which  they 
meant  more  fully  to  explain  on  a  future  day,  there  would  have 
been  real  and  ferious  ground  for  deliberation ;  but  to  talk  of 
deliberation,  with  nothing  to  deliberate  upon,  was  ridiculoas 
and  laughable.  The  Duke  faid,  he  had  long  feen  the  dtfli- 
culty  of  the  moment  coming  on ;  he  afcribed  it  altogether  to 
the  pernicious  counfels  of  his  Miajefty's  minifters.  He  had 
given  it  as  his  opinion  in  private  and  in  public,  wherever  he 
was,  and  Jiad  mentioned  it  as  the  inevitable  confequence  of  the 
tneafures  fo  ill-advifedly  purfued.  The  Duke  added  fome 
other  pointed  obfervations  to  fupport  his  aflertion  that  its 
prefent  proceeding  was  inconfiftent  with  the  refped  due  to 
their  LordOiips'  dignity. 

JBarl  Stanhope  declared,  that  he  (bould  not  be  furprifed  at 
any  atrocioufnefs,  at  any  treachery,  at  any  wickednefs  that 
could  be  attempted  under  the  fan^ion  of  his  Majefty's  minif- 
terst  after  what  he  had  lately  feen  pra£tifed  in  this  country. 
With  regard  to  the  prefent  meafure,  the  ground  and  pretence 
for  it  was  the  moft  **  impudent  humbug"  that  ever  minifters 
had  the  audacity  to  ftate,  if  his  ears  deceived  him  not.  It  was 
an  inference  neither  fupported  by  logic,  by  fair  reafoning,  or 
by  truth  of  conclufion,  drawn  from  a  miferable  colleftion  of 
papets,  moft  of  them  publiOied  two  years  ago.  Thofc  papers 
were  written  by  a  fet  of  men,  honeft  in  their  intention,  though 
not  rich,  nor  of  high  rank.  They  might  from  defeft  of  edu- 
cation have  been  fomewhat  **  inaccurate"  in  their  expreflions; 
but  their  intentions  wq^^e  clearly  legal,  as  tlieir  profefled  aim 
was  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  grievances  by  legal  means.  That 
fuch  was  their  objeft,  was  iftideniable  from  their  frequent 
ufe  of  the  term  "  legal"  in  all  their  writings.  That  the 
i&eetings  thefe  men  had  held,  were  not  always  confidered 
criminal,  ^was  obvious  to  every  mart  who  was  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the.  public  tratifaftions  of  the  pad  twenty 
years.  During  the  American  war,  a  meeting  had  been 
convened  by  public  advertifcment ;  the  name  of  which  he 
cared  not  much  about :  It  might  be  deemed  a  Congrefs,  a 
Meeting  of  Deputies,  or  a  Convention;  bat  they  aflembled  not 
in  a  corner,  in  a  private  room,  nor  an  obfcure  place,  but 
in  the  Onincil  Chamber  of  GuiJdhall,  where  the  Common 
Council  ul'ually  fat.     A  princip-al  member  of  tais  meeting  was 

a  brother- 
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abrothcF-bi-lawof  the  prefentNoblc  Secretary  of  State;  and  there 
vre » c  many  otuci  Gentlennen  prcfent  at  it  of  cnara£ter  and  credit. 
The  defign  of  the  meeting  was  to  deliberate  on  a  reform  of 
abufes,  a  redrefs  of  grievances,  or  a  Reform  of  Parliament. 
\Lord  Grenville  /hook  his  head.]  The  Earl  fa  id  he  cared  but 
littJc  what  Noble  Lords  (hook  their  heads,  when  he  was  dating 
a  fad  to  which  he  was  witnefs,  as  he  was  not  aOinmed  to 
lay  that  he  was  prefent  with  the  other  refpedable  perfons  he 
had  alluded  to  at  that  legal  meeting.  Many  perfons>  his  Lord- 
ihip  faid«  of  high  rank  and  exalted  llation  at  this  moinent,  had 
notoriouily  taken  the  lead  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a  Reform 
of  Parliament.  Even  the  minifter  himfelf  had  taken  pains  to  be 
diftinguifhed  as  one  of  its  advocates;  and  aNobleDukc(theDuke 
of  Richmond )had,  in  that  Houfc,  propofed  that  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  ihould  have  a.  vote.  After  fuch  perfons  had  lent  the 
weight  of* their  chara^^ers,  and  the  full  extent  of  their  great 
abilities,  to  promote  fuch  a  purpof^,  was  it  to  be  wondered  at 
that  men  of  lower  rank,  of  lefs  ability,  but  not  of  lefs  inte- 

8rity,  Ihould  have  caught  the  flame,  and  attempted  to  tread  in 
ie  fame  footfteps  ?  If  thefe  humbler  agitators  of  the  quedion 
of  Reform  in  Parliament  had  a£ted  criminally,  their  pfouder  * 
predeceflbrs  were  equally  criminal ;  and  how  hard  a  meafure 
of  juftice  was  it  topunifh  the  weak  by  the  hands  of  the  ftrong, 
who  had  been  able  to  gratify  their  ambition,  and  poflc:fs  them- 
feives  of  power!  The  prefent  meafure  of  minifters,  his  Lord-* 
fhip  faid,  he  confidered  as  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  obtaiii- 
ing  a  power  to  ere£l  a  Baftile  in  England,  in  order  to  immure 
every  man  who  thought  differently  from  minifters,  and  bid 
fpirit  enough  to  affert  and  maintain  his  opinion  publicly*     He 
declared)  that  he  had  been  guarded  and  cautioned  without 
doors,  againft  faying  any  thing  that  might  bring  himfelf  into 
danger  or  difgrace ;  but  in  that  Houfe  he  had  faid,  and  a$ 
long  as  he  was  permitted  to  fpeak  in  it,  he  would  fay  what 
he  thought,  provided  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
Houfe.     Polfibly  he  might  foon  be  baftiled^  he  would  there* 
fore  fpeak  out  while  he  had  permilFion  to  fpeak  at  all.     He 
cared  not  what  happened  to  him,  becaufe,  after  the  conftitiitioQ 
was  gone,  felf-exillence  was  of  no  confidcraiion.     He  didr  not 
wiCh  to  outlive  the  conftitution  a  fingle  moment.     If  the  con- 
ftitution  warranted  fuch  proceedings  as  bad  lately  taken  plaeeg ' 
it  was  not  worth  preferving.     His  Lordfliip  took  occafion  to 
advert  to  the  circumftances  of  the  war,  and  faid,  if  the  news 
rumoured  in  town  were  true,  the  ftate  of  our  pro^cfts  was  de- 
plorable indeed,  and  he  begged  leave  to  be  underftood  asfpeak- 
jng  from  the  authority  of  thofe  who  thought  as  minifters  did 

refpedling 
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refpeftlng  the  war,  and  .did  not  think  with  him,  who    Tiad 
uniformly  deprecated  the  war,  as  a  moft  fatal  meafure  for  thh 
country  to  undertake. — ^If  the  news,  fuch  as  report  gave,  Mrerc 
true,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  it  muft  caft  a  gloom  on  the  mind    of 
every  man,  who  had  the  intereft  of  his  country  at  heart,  how* 
ever  fanguine  his  hopes  might  be  of  its  prosperous  continu- 
ance, or  its  happy  termination.     He  warned  their  Lordlhips  of 
the  danger  of  provoking  the  temper  of  the  people  of  this 
country  too  much :  He  wilhed  them  to  reflcft  on  the  diflatiA 
faftion  which  the  people  muft  feel  at  the  meafurcs  which  -Ad- 
miniftration  were  purfuing  to  infpire  terror  into  thofe  who  dif^ 
approved  of  their  conduft.     The  crefting  a  Baftile  in   this 
country  might  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  confining  a  few,   but 
muft  certainly  irritate  the  great  mafs  of  the  people.       He 
warned  them  of  the  probable  confequence  of  fuch  a  condudl  j 
he  dcfired  them  to  reflcft  on  the  fteps  that  brought  on  the  re- 
volution in  France,  and  on  the  prodigious  efforts  of  the  people 
in  Paris  the  day  before  the  Baftile  was  taken  \  all  of  which 
arofe  from  the  violent  meafures  of  the  Executive  Government 
to  filence  popular  clamour.     He  faiJ,  he  was  anxious  to  deli- 
ver his  fentiments  freely  and  plainly,  becaufe  that  might  poflibly 
be  the  laft  opportunity  he  fhould  have  of  doing  fo  in  that 
}{oufe — ^lie  therefore  muft  declare,  that  men  who  would  perfi ft 
in  fuch  meafures,  dcferved  to  have  their  heads  brought  to  the 
block — and  if  there  was  a  people  ftill  in  England,  the  event  might 
turn  out  as  he  had  then  fuggefted.     With  regard  to  himfelf,  it 
was  not  matter  of  much  confequence  to  l:im  how  they  afted  after 
this  Bill  fliould  pafs,  for  what  were  all  confiderations  of  property 
or  poffeffions  to  a  man  wifliing  to  be  free,  after  he  knew  he  was 
liable  to  be  imprifoned  for  his  opinion,  and  that  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  another,  who  was  neither  bound  to  bring  him  to  a  trial^ 
por  affign  a  reafon  for  his  confinement  ? 

Lord  Gremu/l/$  motion  was  then  carried  without  a  divifion, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

SaturdaYj  May  17. 

■  SUSPENSION  OF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT. 

About  half  an  hour  after  four  o'clock,  the  Order  of  the  Day 
\)tit\g  called  for,  and  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  not  bc-r 
jng  prcfciit, 


jlfr. 
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Jfr,  Sheridan  obfervcJ,  that  it  was  the  preceding  day  undei- 
fkood  from  the  minifler  hitnfelf,  that  the  bufinefs  was  to 
W  brought  forward  precifcly  at  four  o'clock  that  day :  He 
Csw  no  rcafon  why  the  Houfe  (hould  wait  for  him,  efpecially 
as  he  had  been  in  the  Houfe»  and  had  quitted  it.  Perhaps  he 
was  uow  taking  a  walk  for  his  amufcmeht  \  that  was  not  how- 
ever a  fufEcient  reafon  for  the  Houfe  to  wait;  and  as  thofc 
who  difapproved  of  the  Bill  openly,  profefled  to  wifh  for  de- 
bf,  for  the  purpofeof  affording  to  the  Public  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  the  nature  of  this  moll  alarming  meafure,  he 
fhould,  without  any  further  hefitation,  move,  **  That  the  Houfe 
**  do  now  adjourn.*' 

Mr,  Francis  rofc  to  fecond  the  motion,  and  faid,  that  he  did 
fo  for  one  reafon,  which  was  perfonal  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  for 
others  of  more  importance;  that  Hot  having  had  the  fmalleit 
notice  of  adefign  to  bring  in  fo  fuddenly,  and  to  carry  through 
fo  rapidly,  a  BUi  of  fuch  confequence  as  that  which  was  then 
before  the  Houfe ;  and  not  having  conceived  it  poflible  that 
fuch  a  Bill  could  be  fo  propofed  and  hurried,  without  giving 
Gentlemen  a  fingle  day's  time  to  read  and  confider  the  Report 
of  the  Secret  Committee ;  he  had  unfortunately  been  abfent 
the  preceding  day,  and  therefore  he  very  much  wifhed  for  a 
delay  till  Monday,  on  his  own  account.     But  he  wiftied  for  it 
much  more  on  account  of  the  nature  of  ^he  buiinefs,  and  the 
confequences  which  might  follow  to  the  nation,  if  fuch  a  bu- 
finefs were  precipitately  concluded.     He  confcfTed  that  he  was 
but  impcrfeftly  informed  on  the  fubjeft  ;  but,  as  far  as  the  in- 
formation went,  which  he  had  been  able  to  obtain,  the  obje£): 
of  the  meafure  in  queftion  was,  in  fubftance  and  efied,  to  fet 
afidc  the  conftitution  by  an  Aft  of  the  Legiflature.    They 
who  thought  that  fuch  a  queftion  was  ferious  and  important, 
would  allow  that  it  ought  not  to  be  carried  through  without 
fome  paufs,  and  without  due  time  being  allowed  for  delibera- 
tion ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  did  not  fee  how  they,  who 
thought  the  bufinefs  of  fo  little  moment,  as  not  to  bfc  worth 
iheir  attendance  at  the  hour  which  they  themfelves  had  ap- 
pointed, could  think  it  worth  their  while  to  objeft  to  the  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  Canning  thought,  that  the  fuperior  and  important  bu- 
ITncfs  which  ncceifarily  occupied  the  miiiifter,  (hould  fuggeft 
a  fufficicnt  apology  to  the  Houfe  for  that  want  of  punftuality 
\vhich  accidentally,  no  doubt,  had  occurred  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, and  with  which,  however,  he  could  feldom  be  accuf^^d. 
The  moM4i  therefore  appeared  to  him  captious  and  improper, 
and  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Shetidau)  perfifted  in  itj 
Vol.  IV.  C .  Mr. 
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Mr.  Canning,  faid  he  would  take  the  fenfc  of  the  Houfe  upon 
the  fubjea. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  knew  of  no  bufincfs  fuperior 
to  the  duty  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  in  that  Houfe,  nor  any 
bufincfs  more  important.  The  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe  acknovi-- 
led-^ed  no  fuperiority,  it  was  paramount  to  all.     The  Ch  '-        i 

lor  of  the  Exchequer's  prefcnce  was  certainly  unncct 
for  thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  afting,  on  tin. 
fcnt  occafion^  were  determined  to  be  found  on  their  p 
at  the  earlieft   and  the  lateft  hour:     If    the   Hon.   C      - 
tleman  .(Mr.  Canning)    merely 'rofe  to    prolong    time*'.fc>y 
fpeaking,  his  fpccch  was  a  very  fliort  one ;  if  he  intended 
it  as  an  apology  for  tlie  abfence  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  "Exchequer),  it  was  one  of  the  pooreft  he  had 
ever  heard. 

Mr,  Canningy  in  explanation,  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  the 
occupation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  fuperior  to 
the  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe,  but  fuperior  to  the  occupation  of 
any  other  Gentleman  in  it ;  and  therefore,  that  he  was  entitled 
to  greater  latitude  and  indulgence  than  any  other. 

Mr.  Ro/ef  without  adverting  to  the.  queftion  of  adjourn- 
ment, contended,  that  the  fuddenncfs  with  which  the  meafure 
had  been  attempted  to  be  precipitated  through  the  Houfe, 
was  not  unprecedented  ;  and  quoted  the  example  of  1722, 
when  a  fimilar  proceeding  was  adopted,  which  was  di- 
reftly  in  point,  and  contradidled  the  aflcrtion  that  the  prefent 
meafure  was  quite  ftrange  and  unknown  to  the  conilitution. 
As  fomc  Gentlemen  might  then  be  prefent,  who  had  not  at- 
tended the  preceding  night,  he  begged  that  the  Report  might 
be  rcad.j  which  was  accordingly  done.' 

He  conceived  that  though  the  intentions  and  machinations 
alluded  to  in  the  Report  were  known  before,  it  was  only  from         ' 
fufpicion ;  and  that  they  were  deftitute  of  the  degree  of  proof 
which  they  now  poffefled,  and  therefore  were  not  at  that  time         ' 
I'uch  fit  oDJe£ls  of  animadverfion  in  the  way  which  was  at         ■ 
prefent  propofed.  ^ 

Afr,  Courtenay  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  f-'t 
down,  rofe  (as  the  event  proved)  to  fpealc  againft  time,  ar^  '* 
far  he  had  indeed   the  advantage  of  the  Hon.  Gentl.     n 
(Mr.  Canning)  who  had  recently  fpoken  on  the  Lxrnt  fide,  with 
this  difference,  that  he  faw  that  Mr.  Canning's  apology  for  tke         "■ 
abfence  of  tlie  minifter  was  fo  lame  that  he  was  determined       '  ^ 
not  to  make  it  worfe,  in  confequence  of  which  he  had  care-         ^■■ 
fully  abftained  from  faying  one  word  on  the  m^itter.    He         '^ 
knew  of  no  duty  paramount  to  that  of  a  Member  of  P   ''  i-         \ 
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ment.     Perhaps  the  minifter,  after  the  fcvercr  duties  of  his  * 
office,  was  relaxing  his  mind  with  fome  fair  lady :  In  fuch  a 
cafe  he  could  quote  the  poet  in  his  favour— 

a  faTOurite  cow 
Awaits,  him  near  yon  barley  mow. 

'"'-♦V  in  the  cafe  of  a  fufpenfion  of  the  Haheaj  Corpus  A£l, 
"''^  Tuch  circumftancesy  he  was  difpofed  to  join  in  his  apo- 
i  and   would  wait  three  quarters  of  an  hour  longer,  in 
r    ^-s  that  he  would  be  able  to  difpatch  his  bufinefs  in  that 
ti'*  ••.    QMr.  Courtenay  was  about  to  proceed,  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  entered.] 

Lord  TF'ycomhe  ferioufly  lamented  the  prccipitatioti  with 

which  the  Bill  in  queftion  had  been  carried   through  that 

Houfe ;  were  the  enemy  at  our  gate  it  could  not  have  been 

hurried  with  greater.     He  faid,  he  had  liftened  with  the  ut-* 

moft  attention  to  all  that  had  been  urged  in  fupport  of  that 

precipitation,  but  had  not  heard  one  argument  that  was ' 

worthy  of  a  moment's  confideration..    It  was  dated,  that  the 

danger  was  prefling.     If  he  defired  to  know,  what  danger  ? 

he  was  referred  to  the  Report  on  the  table.     He  was  free  to 

confefs,  that  he  could  not  difcover  in  thofe  papers  any  fuch 

danger  ;  but  he  would  readily  confefs,  that  the  danger  which 

he  apprehended,  would  arife  from  the  pafiing  of  this  Bill. 

he  excellence  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  was  fuch,  that  if 

every  fragment  of  the  conftitution  was  gone,  Englifhmen. 

would  find  an  afVlum  and  a  fafeguard  in  it.     Let  Engliihmen 

confider  what  tney  were  about  to  do.     When  the  Habeas 

Corpus  Aft  was  fufpended,  where  was  the  boafted  liberty  of 

the  prcfs  ?  Where  was  the  boafted  liberty  of  fpeech  ?  And 

when  deprived  of  thefe  two,  he  would  a(k,  what  would  they, 

what  could  they  have  to  boaft  of?  He  therefore  could  not 

difcern  any  inconvenience  from  a  fliort  delay  in  this  matter, 

as  he  was  perfuadcd  that,  in.  the  interval.  Gentlemen  would 

rcfleft,  and  that  every  falutary  benefit  might  be  expcfted  to 

rcfult  from  refleftion. 

Mr.  Burdon  d(ffended  the  conduft  of  the  Committee  of  Se-i 
't^^ccy;  and  conceiving  it  to  be  an  extraordinary  moment, 
''„'^^n  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  country  were  concerned, 
ill  flJth  cafe,  he  aflertcd,  there  ought  to  be  precipitancy,  info- 
much  fo,  that  he  fliould  be  wanting  in  his  duty,  were  he  not 
to  oppoie  the  motion  of  adjournment.  The  queftion  then 
before  the  Houfe  was,  whether  traitors  to  their  country  were 
to  be  puniOied  or  not  ?  Mr.  Burdon  faid,  he  would  have  no 
oWeftion  to  divide  five  hundred  times,  in  order  to  carry  the 
It      ^  C2  prcfent 
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prcfcnt  meafurc.  The  crimes  of  the  clay  were  unknown  to 
t!)c  Conftitution,  and  were  more  dangerous  than  an  aQuai 
rebellion 

Afr.  Jflyii  declared,  that  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  infj- 
nuation  that  the  people  were  confpiring  agsinft  tiieir  country, 
without  the  fulled  conviflion  ;  without  proof  the  mod  pof:- 
tive  in  fupport  of  fo  odious  a  charge.  W  as  any  man's  guilt 
to  be  proved  by  infinuations  ?  It  was  a  mixim  in  the  law  of 
this  country,  that  every  man  wan  to  be  deemed  innoccrit  till 
he  had  been  conviGed  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers.  It  was 
true,  that  fomc  pcrfons  were  in  cuftody  on  a  charge  of  high 
treafonj  but  was  it  to  be  fuppofeJ,  if  guilty,  they  would 
cfcape,  if  the  prcfcnt  Dill  were  not  pad'ed  into  a  law?  The 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
had  declared  in  that  Houfe,  more  than  once»  and  even  fo  late 
ns  the  night  before  laft,  that  the  majority  of  the  nation  were 
firmly  attached  to  the  prcfcnt  f  xifting  Government.  Though 
J  e  did  not  feel  lurrii:!;'  often  difpofed  to  unite  with  that  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  (tiic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer), yet  he  was 
happy  to  join  him  in  that  fcntiment,  becaufe  he  could  do 
it  from  conviction.  If  lo  (and  that  it  was  fo,  he  was 
fully  perfuaded),  why  take  fuch  a  violent  mcafure?  Why 
raifc  fuch  an  alarm  for  the  purpofe  of  punifliing  a  few  ?  If 
thofc  men  were  guilty,  there  was  a  law  to  punifti  them.  Why 
then  not  apply  to  that  law  ?  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
he  (hould  not  boaft  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr  Burdon) 
who  fpoke  laft,  of  the  numbers  of  times  he  was  willing  to 
divide  upon  the  prefent  queftion,  but  he  (hould  think  his  la- 
bours well  repaid  to  divide  five  hundred  times  in  favour  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft  ;  the  bleDTings  of  which  could  not  be  cal- 
culated, and  of  which  he  was  very  much  afraid  he  was  within 
:i  few  hours  of  taking  his  laft  farewell.  That  Aft  was  ob- 
tained by  fomething  like  a  miracle :  Did  Gentlemen  recoIle£k 
the  hifiory  of  it  ?  In  one  ftage  it  was  carried  in  the  Upper 
Houfe  by  a  kind  of  fraud  j  one  of  the  tellers  feeing  a  very  fat 
Lord  coming  in,  and  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  weighty 
counted  him  iox  ten.  In  the  debate  in  that.H^ufe  upon  the 
Sufpenfion  in  1722,  Mr.  Booth,  then  member  for  Chefter, 
and  ^afterwards  Lord  Warritigtun,  had  fpoken  fo  rationally 
upon  the  fubjccl,  had  placed  In  fo  lively  a  li^ht  the  general 
inclination  of  thofe  in  power  to  incrcalc*  it,  by  infringing  the 
rights  of  the  people,  that  he  could  not  do  better  fervicc  to  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  o«  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  tli'an  by  rrfcrring  to 
that  Gentleman's  fpcech,  as  contained  in  the  Kcport  of  thofe 
timesy  whicii  was  as  follows: 

1  J  Speech 
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Ji  Sfenh  agmnfi  arbitrary  and  illegat*  rmprifonmentt  by  the  Prhy- 

Council, 

"  There  is  not  any  thing  that  an  Englijbman  can  claim  as  his  right,  that 
we  value  more  than  fiTcdom  and  liberty  j  I  mean  that  of  the  body ;  bec:>ttfc 
'imprironment  is  a  f  *rt  of  death,  and  lels  tolerable  to  Tome  than  death  itrdt': 
For  by  it  we  arc  deprived  of  all  cur  earthly  comforts.  Wi.at  is  a  m^n  the 
better  for  having  never  To  great  an  eftate,  never  fo  great  honour.-  or  what 
clfe  is  defirabk  in  this  world,  if  he  is  reftraiAed  of  his  liberty?  Now  there 
are  fcveral  forts  of  reftraints  or  imprifonments,  iind  they  are  all  forbid<ien 
by  our  law,  unlefs  the  caufe  be  very  jud  and  realbnabie  \  it  is  not  ior  bare 
furmiies  or  vain  (lories  that  a  man  fhall  be  imprifoned  and  hurried  trom  hit 
abode;  but  only  for  fuch  cauie  as  (hail  prove  that  it  is  tor  the  good  ot  ihfi 
Government,  and  the  fupport  of  it,  rhnt  this  or  that  man  is  impriibnKlor 
retrained.  Although  the  law  has  taken  very  p^ood  care,  y^t  the  fubjc^l  is 
often  abu(ed  in  his  liberty,  fometimes  by  the  Courts  of  IVefimmfier. bally 
fometuncs  by  other  courts  and  particular  magifhates :  But  the  greatcli 
caufe  of  complaint  proceeds  from  the  Prin/ycounciL 

*'  The  Prifuy-couttdl  that  is,  though  they  have  been  much  to  blame  in 
this  particular,  yet  it  is  not  a  new  thing  that  they  prafHfe  ;  but  this  itch 
of  fending  for  and  imprifoning  the  fubjccl  upon  vain  pretences,  has  defcendrd 
from  one  Pri^-council  to  another,  like  an  infirmity  that  1  uns  in  a  blood  % 
for  no  fooner  is  a  man  made  a  Privy-couft/eUor,  but  this  fpiilt  refts  upon 
him.  This  mtfchief  was  early  elpiea,  even  in  Henry  III/s  lime,  and  fcve- 
ral laws  have  been  made  to  reflram  the  Priny-eounctL 

**  By  the9H.  III.  chap.  19. it  is  declared,  That  no  freeman  Hiail  be  taken 
or  imprifoned,  or  be  difieifed  of  his  freehold  or  liberties,  or  free  cufloms, 
or  be  out-iawed,  pr  any  other  way  deftroyed,  nor  we  w  11  no:  pafs  upon 
him,  nor  condemn  him»  but  by  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  tlie  Jaw 
of  the  land. 

'*  By  the  5  EdiM,  III.  chap,  9.  it  is  enabled.  That  no  man  from  thenceforth 
ibail  be  attached  by  any  accufation,  nor  fore  judged  c4  lite  or  limb ;  nor  his 
lands,  tenements,  goods,  nor  chattels,  feized  Into  the  King^s  hands,  aga.'iil 
the  form  of  the  Great  Charier,  and  the  law  of  the  land. 

**  By  25  Ednv.  III.  cbap,  4.  it  is  declared.  That  from  thenceforth  i  one 
ihall  be  taken  by  petition  or  iuggedion  made  to  our  Loid  the  King,  or  to 
his  Council,  unlefs  by  indi£rlment  or  preiemmcnt  of  i\is  good  and  law^ful 
people  of  the  fame  neighbourhood,  where  fuch  deeds  be  do:.e,  in  due  man- 
ner,  or  by  procds  made  by  .writ  original  at  the  common  law  j  noi  that  none 
beputoutof  hisfranchifes,  nor  of  his  freeholds,  unltishe  bt  duly  brongit  in 
anfwer,  and  free-judged  of  the  fame  by  the  courfe  ot  the  law.  And  it  any 
thing  be  done  againlt  the  fame,  it  /ball  be  redrtfied  and  holden  for  none. 

'*  By  the  28  Ed*w.  III.  chap.  3.  itise(labii(hed.  That  no  man,  of  what- 
ever eftate  or  condition  he  be,  Ihall  be  put  out  of  land  or  tenement,  nor  taken^ 
nor  imprifoned,  nor  difinherited,  nor  put  to  death,  without  beinj^  brought 
is  axdWer  by  due  procefs  of  law.  ^ 

.    «  And' 
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«  And  by  37  Ed^.  III.  tbi^tl.  it  fays*  Though  it  be  tontalned  in  the 
Grtat  Charter  J  That  no  min  be  taken  or  imprifonedi  nor  put  out  of  his 
freehold,  without  proccfs  of  law,  neverthelefs  divers  people  make  falie 
fuggeftions  to  the  King  himfelf,  as  well  for  malice  as  otherwifej  whereof 
the  King  is  often  grieved,  and  divers  of  the  realm  put  in  dimage,  againft 
the  form  of  the  faid  Charter  j  wherefore  it  is  ordained.  That  all  they  which 
make  fuggeilion,  fliall  be  fent  with  the  fame  fuggeftions  before  the  chan- 
cellor, treafurer,  and  his  grand  council,  and  that  they  there  find  furety  to 
purfiie  their  fuggeftions,  and  incur  the  fame  pain  that  the  other  (hould  have 
liad  if  he  were  attainted,  in  cafe  that  his  fuggeftions  be  found  evil :  And 
that  then  procefs  of  the  law  be  made  againft  them,  without  being  taken  and 
imprifoned  againft  the  form  of  the  faid  Charter  and  other  ftatutcs. 

*<  In  the  itEdw,  III.  chap,  9.  is  contained  the  informer*s  puniftiment,  in 
thefe  words :  It  is  ailcnted.  That  if  he  that  malceth  the  complaint,  cannot 
prove  his  intent  againft  the  defendant  by  the  procefs  limited  in  the  fanie 
article,  he  ftiall  be  commanded  to  prifon,  there  to  abide  till  he  hath  made 
gree  to  the  party  his  damages,  and  of  the  ftunder  that  he  hath  fuftered  by 
fuch  occafion,  and  after  fliall  make  fine  and  ranfom  to  the  King.  And  the 
point  contained  in  the  fame  articlcr  that  th^plainttlf  (hall  incur  the  fame 
pain  which  the  other  ihould  have  if  he  were  attainted,  fliall  be  but  in  cafe 
that  his  fuggeftion  be  found  untrue.       ^ 

*<  And  ftili  there  is  another  law  made  42  Bdm,  III.  chap.  3.  in  thefe 
words :  At 'the  requeftof  the  Commons,  by  their  petitions  put  forth  in  this 
Parliament,  to  efchew  the  mifchiefs  and  damage  done  to  divers  of  his  Com. 
mons  by  falfe  acciifers,  which  oftentimes  have  made  their  accu&tiont  more 
for  revenge,  and  Angular  benefit,  than  for  the  profit  of  the  King  or  his 
people;  which  accufed  perfons,  fomehave  been  taken,  and  (bmetime cauied 
to  come  before  the  King*s  Council  by  writ,  and  otherwife  upon  grievous 
pain  againft  the  law.  It  is  aflented  and  accorded  for  the  good  governance 
of  the  Commons,  That  no  man  be  put  to  anfwer  without  prefentment  before 
juftices,  or  by  matter  of  record,  or  by  due  procefs,  and  writ  original,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  law  of  the  Innd.  And  if  any  thing  from  henceforth  be 
done  to  the  contrary,  it  (hall  be  void  in  the  law,  and  holden  for  error. 

<'  Thefe  are  laws  that  ate  as  much  in  force  as  any  ftatutes  whatever,  and 
ought  to  be  as  duly  ohferved :  But  I  befeech  you  confider  to  what  a  de> 
grcc  they  have  been  violated  by  the  Privy-council  s  How  have  they  fent  for 
gentletnen  from  all  paits  of  tlie  nation,  upon  mere  flams  and  ftories  ?  N« 
man  could  he  quiet;  but  upon  any  groundlefs  pretence,  away  went  a  mef. 
fenger,  to  bring  up  that  man,  not  confidering  the  great  charge  and  trouble 
I  hey  put  the  gentleman  upon  hy  it.  I  will  mention  caly  that  of  Sir  GH^s 
Gerrard\  he  was  ftnt  for  up  by  a  meflengcr,  to  anfwer  to  I  know  not  what 
bufmcrs  alK>ut  zblack  hoXy  and  who  chr^r^ed  him  with  it :  But  when  he  came 
to  be  examined,  it  proved  nothing  but  town  talk,  and  what  a  pother  did 
they  make  ?  In  cur  country,  when  a  man  makes  a  great  ftlr  about  a  matter, 
and  it  tnds  in  nothing  that  is  fignificant,  we  fay.  Silly  has  found  a  pia  t 
So  I  pi%y  what  did  this  hurly-burly  of  the  hlack  box  end  in^  but  nothing 
f  that 
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that  was  worth  a  flraw  ?  and  to  this  mighty  purpofe  Sir  Giles  wa^  fetched 
from  his  hoiifc  in  the  country  :  And  fcvcial  other  gcntkinen  have  been  thus 
uftd  againft  law  and  reafon.  It*s  ftrange  the  Privy-council  (hould  not 
remcmbtr  the  Bill  of  Habeas  Cqrpus  wliich  paflcd  in  the  laft  Parliament, 
that  might  liave  brought  to  thf ir  remembrance  '  thcfe  laws  that  I  have 
mentioned,  and  might  farther  convince  them  how  precious  a  thing  we  eftetm 
liberty :  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  what  1  have 
heard  and  read  aher  it  was  pafTed,  how  foon  it  was  violated  and 
broken. 

<«  The  Privy- council  has  been  very  unjuft  to  thefe  gentlemen  whom  they 
have  molefted  by  their  mtiTengers,  in  that  the}'  have  not  made  their  accufers 
to  find  fureties  to  make  good  their  accufations  as  the  law  requiies  (37  Ednv» 
III.  18.)  ;  for  then  idle  ftories  would  not  be  ^o  cunent,  by  realbn  of  the 
puniihment  infli^led  on  tbefe  falfe  accufers  by  37  Edw.  III.  18.  and  3S 
Ediu.  III.  9.  which  laws  ai-e  grounded  upon  the  word  of  GoD,  Deittero- 
nomy^  chap.  xix.  ver.  18  and  19.  But  now  fuch  ftUows  as  are  men- 
tioned in  the  37  Ednu,  III.  jS.'Smd  in  the  42  Edvi,  III.  3.  who  make  their 
accufation  for  malice,  or  for  revenge,  or  for  fingular  benefit,  more  than  for 
riie  profit  of  the  King,  or  his  people;  thelie,  I  fay,  ihall  be  allowed  to  ac- 
cufe  honeft  men,  though  they  cannot  prove  a  word  of  what  they  fay,  and  for 
thefe  devices  are  wc  to  be  forced  from  our  habitations  to  appear  before  the 
King  and  his  Council.  Methinks  it*$  hard  play,  and  yet  what  remedy 
have  we  left,  but  to  fit  down  and  be  quiet }  But  without  doubt  the  land 
intended  a  redrefs  in  tbefe  cafes,  for  25  Ednv,  III.  4.  fays,  that  whatever 
is  done  contrary  to  that  law  (hall  be  redieflcd  and  holden  for  none;  but  it 
does  not  tell  us  how  fatisfaAion  is  to  be  had :  But  fince  it  it 'left  uncertatny 
I  hope  for  the  future  we  (hall  fo  order  it,  that  every  man  may  have  relief 
againft  this  great  opprelfion,  and  that  I  humbly  move ;  for  if  we  let  thi$ 
alone,  wc  have  an  arbitrary  uncontrou table  power  in  the  Prtvy-council» 
which  will  never  l^p  till  it  has  made  the  law  fubje^t  to  them. 

<<  But  I  have  heard  it  objcded,  that  if  this  power  of  lending  for  people  be 
not  allowed  to  the  Privy-coimcil,  then  you  put  them  in  a  worfe  condition 
than  any  Juftke  of  Peace,  becaufe  by  his  warrant  he  can  fend  for  any  Jbody 
in  the  county  where  he  lives.  I  muft  in  the  firft  phcc  deny  this  altogether  \ 
for  thrconfequence  is  not  tiue:  In  the  next  place,  I  fay  that  the  law  is  the 
bell  judge  of  this,  whether  the  Privy,  council  ought  to  have  fuch  an  un« 
limited  power,  and  what  the  law  has  determined  over  and  over  again  ought 
not  to  be  difputed  by  us  \  befides,  it  is  a  thing  of  dangerous  confequence» 
to  put  difcretion  into  the  balance  with  fo  many  written  laws,' which  cod« 
lerve  fo  dear  a  thing  as  our  liberty. 

«  But  the  power  of  the  Privy  .council  is  not  hereby  made  lefs  than  that  of  a 
Juflice  of  Peaces  for  ajuftice  of  Peace,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  not  fend  out 
his  warrant  but  upon  a  juft  and  reafcnable  ground :  What  Juttice  of  Peace 
ever  fc-nt  out  a  warrant  lof  riis  good  behaviour  [againft  a  perfon,(  but  he 
either  fiift  heard  the  party  accufed  (which  is  the  jufter  way),  or  clfe  the 
matter  was  proved  upon  oath  ?.   Or  when  was  any  warrant  of  the  peace 
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ilTued  out,  but  it  was  grounded  upon  the  oath  of  him  that  demanded  the 
furcty  of  the  peace  ?  And  whatever  wai*rantg  or  precepts  arc  granted  by  a 
Judice  of  Peace, '  they  ought  to  he  for  juft  caufes,  or  elfe  he  violates  hit 
trull :  So  the  Privy-council  may,  upon  a  juft  accufation,  (end  for  any 
perfon  j  but  without  tHat,  they  cannot,  and  therefore  I  do  not  fee  wherein 
a  Jultlce  of  Peac*  ha«  a  great^  power  than  the  Privy- council )  er  if  he  had, 
'yet  it  would  not  be  fo  great  a  mifchlef,  for  lie  can  only  fend  for  any  perfon 
that  is  in  the  county  ^  but  the  Privy-council  are  not  limited  to  this  or  thafe 
county,  but  their  power  extends  all  over  England, 

«  £ut  befules,  it  isunjuil  to  be  puniflied  without  a  caufe:  Land  reftraint, 
or  being  debarre^l  of  liberty,  is  a  puniflunent ;  and  whoever  he  he  that 
would  liave  the  Privy-council  to  exercife  this  power,  when  he  has  known 
what  it  is  to  be  brought  up  by  a  roeflenger  upon  an  idle  dory,  let  him  thtn 
tell  me  how  he  likes  it,  and  anfwer  me  if  he  can.'* 

Mr.  Jckyll.concluded  with  faying,  that  he  fhould  give  the 
motion  of  adjournment  his  hearty  fupport. 

Lord  William  Rujfell  faid,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  adjoum- 
xnent,  being  decidedly  againd  the  prefent  meafure.  He  con* 
ceived  the  queftion  not  to  be,  whether  or  not  traitors  were  to 
be  punifhed,  but  whether  or  not  we  were  longer  to  poflcfs  any 
thing  like  a  conftitution  in  this  country?  a  queflion  whidn 
would  ceafe  to  be  debated,  if  the  prefent  Bill,  unncceflary  in 
its  exiftencef  and  unlimited  in  its  duration,  were  to  be  forced 
upon  them.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  if  the  hiftory  of  this  country 
was  confultcd,  it  would  be  found  that  it  was  no  new  thing  in 
minifters  to  attempt  to  raife  alarms.  With  refpeft  to  plots 
and  confpiracies,  the  Rye  Houfe  Plot  could  fcarcfely  have 
cfcaped  Gentlemen's  recolleftion.  Having  fuch  fa£ts  before  his 
eyes,  he  fhould  not  be  ready  to  charge  the  brave  and  loyal 
people  of  England  with  any  confpiracy.  The  true  obJe£t  of 
the  prefent  queftion  in  his  opinion  was,  whether,  from  a 
Report  on  the  table,  made  up  of  tranfcripts  from  newfpapers, 
the  Houfe,  on  the  fudden  impulfe  of  the  moment,  was  to 
abandon  their  deareft  rights  to  the  caprice  of  a  minifler,  with- 
out examination  or  deliberation.  He  therefore  faid,  he  fhould 
vote  for  the  prefent  adjournment. 

Mr,  TorJie  faid,  there  was  no  man  had  greater  refpeft  for 
the  precedents  eftablifhed  fince  the  Revolution  than  he  had, 
becaufe  he  was  bred  up  with  a  veneration  for  fuch  principles ; 
and  fure  he  was  he  would  fhed  the  latt  drop  of  his  blood  to 
prefervc;  them  inviolate.  After  alluding  to  the  great  anceftor 
of  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jekyll),  who,  he 
affirmed,  if  he  were  alive  and  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  would 
cot  have  fupported  the  oppofition,  in  which  the  Hon,  and 
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Ijearned  Gentleman,  at  fo  critical  a  moment  ifor  the  country, 
had  concurred,  with  the  cordiality  and  zeal  of  a  convert,  he 
ftated,  that  the  queftion  was  neither  more  nor  lefs,  than  whe- 
ther or  not  we  were  willing  to  make  a  temporary  facrifice  to 
prefervc  that  conftitution,  which  we  were  all  interefted  to 
preferve,  by  following  thofe  precedents  which  our  anceftors  in 
£milar  predicaments  had' afforded  us.  On  the  prefent  occafion, 
we  were  proceeding  with  a  greater  ^egree  of  caution  than  had 
been  always  obferved ;  for  upon  one  occafion,  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Hmbeas  Carpus  Ad  had  been  efFefted  without  the  previous 
prudence  of  referring  the  confidcration  of  the  grounds  of  it  to 
.  a  Secret  Committee,  as  had  been  done  in  the  prefeflt  inftance. 
The  Committee,  from  whom  the  prefent  Report  came,  were 
entitled  to  the  refpe£k  of  every  one,  and  to  that  Report  he  was 
inclined  to  give  the  mod  implicit  belief.  Thofe  who  oppofed 
the  meafure>  argued  that  they  had  no  right  to  take  a  ftep  of 
fuch  magnitude,  without  proof  of  feme  dvert  aft  done  to  juf- 
tify  fo  ftrong  a  meafure ;  he  was,\  however,  the  more  anxious 
for  its  being  fpeedily  carried  into  execution,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced that  prevention  was  better  than  cure  ;  and  that  it  was 
more  prudent  to* meet  the  evil  in  the  iirft  inftance,  than 
attempt  perhaps  when  it  would  be  too  late  to  apply  a 
remedy. 

Mr.  Lamiton  declared,  that,  admitting  the  neceflity  of  the 
prefent  meafure  to  be  the  whole  queftion  before  them,  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  minifters,  and  tlieir  friends,  had 
totally  failed  in  proving  that  neceflity.  In  the  former  inftance, 
that  of  Layer's  plot  in  1722,  the  neceflity  was  proved  by  the 
a£lual  exiftence  of  a  plot,  of  which  the  framers  were'  taken 
up,  and  fome  of  them  aftually  executed  afterwards.  To  this 
point  he  was  about  to  read  an  extraft  from  a  book — when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  Sir  H^ilUam  Tonge^  who  confidercd  it  as 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Houfe  to  read  the  fpeeches  of 
Members. 

The  Speaker  dtclzxt^.  the  Hon.  Member  to  be  perfeQIy  in 
order,  drawing  the  diftinftion  between  queftioning  the  words 
of  a  Member  then  of  the  Houfe>  whofe  words  might  be  thus 
milreprefented,  and  reading  fpeeches  of  Members  long  fince 
dead. 

Mr.Lamifon  refumed^is  fpeech,  and  profefling  his  conduft 
not  to  be  the  cifcGt  of  any  defire  to  delay,  but  of  a  wiDi  to 
flate  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  h^  proceeded.  He  referred 
to  the  fpetch  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  on  a  former  occafion, 
when  it  was  fuppofed  that  a  (jonfpiracy  had  been  formed  to 
proclaim  the  Pretender  at  the  Royal  Exchanj^e.  He  inferred 
from  this,  that  Sir  Robert  did  not  wi(b,  under  circumftances 
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like  ttc  prcfcnt,  to  extend  the  mcafurc.  Mr.  Lambton  de- 
clared, be  felt  a  confcious  rcflitudc  in  the  vote  which  he  Ibould 
give  that  night  j  he  courted  not  popularity  by  a  ffftematical 
oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration  ;  bo  far  from 
it,  that,  on  his  coming  down  to  the  Honfc  the  preceding  day, 
he  felt  a  kind  of  pre-determination  to  fupport  the  prcfcnt  mca* 
fure,  from  an  expcftation  that  fome  proofs  of  a  plot  would  be 
brought  forward.  Let  Gentlemen  pifture  to  themfelves  his 
difappointment,  when  he  found  notmng  but  what  all  the  world 
already  knew,  produced  as  a  ground  for  fo  ftrong'  a  meafure ! 
From  his  infancy  he  had  been  taught  to  revere  the  Habeas  Car^- 
pus  Ad  as  the  great  palladium  of  Britifti  liberty;  and  through 
life  he  would  guard  it  as  fuch.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  that  mi- 
niftcrs  would  not  abufc  this  power,  if  entruftcd  to  them ;  be 
did  notbcUcvc  they  would  dare  to  do  fo  grofsly;  but  in  his 
Parliamentary  capacity,  he  felt  that  a  conftitutional  jcaloufy 
was  a  duty  impofcd  upon  every  Member :  No  man  could  deny, 
'  that  to  tliat  jealoufy  were  owing  fome  of  the  moft  ufeful  pre- 
cautions and  beneficial  laws  that  this  country  pofleffed.  So 
long  as  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  cxifted,  no  man  could  lofe  bis 
freedom.  Certain  he  was,  that  the  Rcpon,  that  had  beeh 
made,  did  not  juftify  the  fufpenfion  of  tlrat  great  palladium  of 
curlibcrty.  The  Hon,  Member  hacl  faid,  that  he  knew  no- 
thing of  tne  Societies  to  which  the  Report  referred :  Their  pro* 
ceedings  met  his  reprobation.  He  admitted  that  there  migBt 
be  perfons  in  thofe  Societies  of  defpcratc  fortunes ;  perfons 
that  had  every  thing  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lofe;  but  when 
he  admitted  that,  did  he  admit  that  thofe  perfons  were  fo  nu-^ 
merousand  refpcftable  as  to  endanger  the  conftitntion  ?  Was 
the  Executive  Government  fo  weak,  as  to  be  unable  to  oppofc 
them,  without  being  armed  with  new  and  extraordinary 
powers  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  it  not  well  known  that,without 
confidering  the  great  extent  of  power  which  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration had  been  fo  induftrious  in  accumulating,  the  in« 
fluence  of  the  Crown  was  fuflicientiy  adequate  to  all  the  ordi- 
nary, or  even  extraordinary  cafes,  where  it  could  be  called  into 
cxcrcife  ?  There  never  was  a  time  at  which  the  Executive  Go- 
"vernment  was  fo  ftroncj  as  at  prefent,  when  Societies  were 
forming  in  all  parts  of  liie  country  in  fupport  of  the  State,  and 
when  a  numerous  and  powerful  militia  was  embodied. 

Was  not  all  England  in  arms,  and  ready  to  fupprefs  any 
riots,  which  could  flicw  thenfifclves  in  any  comer  of  the  King's 
dominions  ?  Witli  ail  thcfc'  fiiff-^uartts,  where  could  this  mighty 
danger,  which  was  tojuilify  the  prrfcnt  extraordinary  and  un- 
conititutional  exertion,  exifl  ?  In  his  confcience,  he  believed 
there  was  none;  and,  under  that  CDDviftion,  he  could  not 
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agree  to  the  propofed  fufpennon.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
•determined  to  vote  as  he  did  lad  nighty  if  driven  to  the  necef« 
iity  :  But  he  ftill  hoped  that  miniilers  would  think  better  of  it» 
and,  by  a  ihort  delay,  enable  that  Houfe,  and  the  Country,  to 
mature  their  judgments  upon  fo  momentous  a  queftion.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  Mr,  Lambton  complimented  Mr. 
Jekyll  on  his  condu<^  and  hi^  argument,  declaring,  that  fo  far 
from  having  dcferted  the  principles  of  his  great  anceftor,  they 
liad  been  fteadily  adhered  to  by  his  able  and  learned  fucceflbr 
in  name>  in  talents,  and  in  patriotifnu 

Sir  WiU'tam  Tonge  afiured  the  Hon,  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  that  if  every  Member  argued  as  he  did,  in  a  manly  way, 
he,  for  one,  would  be  plcafed  to  hear  hinu     He  faid,  we  had 
to   deal  with  men  of  dangerous  and  defoerate  chara£lers. 
When  Cicero  fupprefled  the  confpiracy  of  Catiline*  he  was 
obliged  to  ftep  beyond  the  drift  letter  of  the  hw,  as  an  Hon. 
Centieroan  (Mr.  Jekyll)  might  know,  if  he  would  take  the 
trouble  to  read  the  tranflationof  Cicero's  fpeeches  on  that  bu- 
linefs.      What  had  Sir  Robert  Walpolc  dated  in  the  year 
1722  ?  That  there  was  a  fet  of  men  in  the  country,  who  had 
formed  a  defign  of  overturning  the  conditution  ;  that  they  had 
agreed  to  go  to  the  Bank,  and  the  Exchequer,  and  plunder 
them  of  all  the  money  they  might  find  in  thofe  places ;  and 
that  they  had  held  traitorous  corrcfpojirience  w^lth  France, 
from  whom  they  folicited  the  aflidance  of  5000  men.     The. 
Societies,  whofe  feditlon  was  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  mcafure, 
had  no  doubt  been  guilty  of  fimilar  intentions  \  and  it  was  the 
4luty  of  the  Houfe  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  do  as  ouranccf* 
tors  had  done  when  fimilar  dangers  threatened  the  conditu- 
tion.    When  the  enemy  had  declared  againd  us,  and  was  in 
the  field,  we  knew  what  we  had  to  dread  and  to  oppofe  ;  but 
a  fccret  enemy  could  not  be  guarded  againd,  and  was  therefore 
the  mod  dangerous.     Sir  Wliliara  faid,  there  were  dages  in 
treafonand  feditioo;  and  the  quedion  was,  whether  perfons 
were  to  He  taken  up  before  they  had  completed  their  progrefs 
to  an  overt a£i  of  trcafon,  or  afterwards?  It  clearly  appeared 
that  a  confpiracy  had  been  formeil  to  fettle  a  Convention  that 
might  fuperfede  the  power  of  the  Legiflature.     Upon  thefe 
grounds  he  would  vote  againd  the  motion- 

Mr,  Curium  drenuoufly  fupported  the  motion,  and  declared 
himfelf  to  be  of  opinion,  that  nothing  buc  the  mod  urgent  and 
prefling  neceflity  could,  in  any  degrtc,  judify  the  prefent  mea- 
furej  confequently,  if  the  minider  was  in  poffeffion  of  any 
fafts  not  yet  brought  forward,  which  he  conceived  could  in- 
duce the  Houfe  to  give  their  aflent,  he  would  do  well  to  pro- 
duce them  ^  as  yet  not  a  fliadow  of  neceflity  had  been  txhi- 

D  2  bitcd. 
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bitcd.  It  was  alfo,  in  his  cpnception,  highly  proper  that  the 
country  at  large  (hould  be  allowed  reafonable  time  to  judge 
of  the  neceffity ;  and  he  was  convlncedi  if  that  were  the  cafe, 
that  Houfe  would  have  their  table  covered  with  addrefles 
againft  tlie  mcafure.  He  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  he 
always  conceived  the  minifter  had  been  deceiving  the  country 
with  falfe  and  ill-founded  alarms,  and  he  had  not  the  leaft 
doubt  upon  the  fubjed.  If,  however,  it  could  be  proved  that 
there  did  cxift  any  real  ground  to  apprehend  danger,  and  a  de- 
lay were  granted  to  allow  men  to  judge  of  that ;  or  if  the 
Billy  inftead  of  unlimited  duration,  was  to  be  paFed  as  an 
experiment  for  a  (hort  period ;  he  might  in  that  cafe  «be  in- 
duced to  give  his  aflent. 

Mr.  Burden  recalled  to  the  recolle£lion  of  the  Houfe>  the 
ill  confequences  that  might  enfue  from  any  delay  in  the  pre- 
fent  proceeding.  Without  this  BilU  there  would  be  no  power 
of  apprehending  perfons  on  fufpicion,  however  ftrong.  With- 
out the  fuUeft  proof,  the  moft  dangerous  enemies  of  the  King 
and  conflitution  might  walk  at  large,  meditate  their  mifchiet^ 
and  proceed  in  preparation  for  its  mod  efFe£):ual  execution. 
The  Houfe  was  aware  that  three  or  four  perfons  were  in  cuf- 
tody  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  practices.  Gentlemen  would 
remember,  that  while  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  remained  unfuf- 
pended,  it  was  impofllble  to  keep  fuch  perfons  in  cuftody  for 
any  considerable  time.  It  might  be  neceflary  to  detain  perfons 
of  that  defcription  $  becaufe,  if  fufiicient  evidence  was  not  had 
againft  them  ^it  one  time,  it  might  be  at  another.  The  confe- 
quence  of  delay  would  be  the  efcdpe  of  thofe  individuals.  In 
order  therefore  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  minifters,  and  enable 
them  to  avert  the  threatening  danger,  he  ihould  be  for  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Bill  with  all  poiTible  expedition. 

Mr.  Baker  thought  the  prefent  a  meafure  which  involved 
the  fafety  of  tlie  conftitution  -,  he  therefore  exprefied  his  regret 
at  his  being  under  the  neceffity  of  differing,  upon  fo  important 
an  occafion,  from  thofe  with  whom,  at  other  times,  he  felt  it 
his  happinefs  to  coincide  ;  but  upon  this  important  crifis  he 
could  not  refift  the  convidlion  of  the  neceffity  of  the  mcafure 
propofed.  This  meafure,  if  fit  to  be  purfued  at  all,  ought  in  his 
judgment  toberemdered  as  effectual  aspoffible;  thofe, therefore, 
who  thought  it  ought  to  be  adopted  at  any  time,  could  not  pof- 
fibly  confent  to  an  adjournment.  Undoubtedly  the  proceeding 
went  to  the  fufpenfion  of  one  of  the  moft  effcntial  A£ls  in  the 
Statute  Book ;  but,  were  the  Report  to  be  properly  confidered^ 
it  would  be  found  that  the  fafety  of  the  country  depended 
upon  the  fpcedy  adoption  of  the  meafure.  Delay  was  pro- 
pof(;d  for  the  purpofe  of  confulting  the  fcnfc  of  the  country 
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npon  it.  Would  Gentlemen  have  meetings  called  throughout 
the  kingdom  for  that  purpofe  ?  or  were  fuch  meetings  the  pnv* 
per  mode  of  deciding  upon  the  propriety  or  neceflity  of  mea- 
fures,  which,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  were  en- 
trufled  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government  ?  In  differ* 
ing,  however,  on  the  prefent  occaiion  from  Gentlemen  of  the 
Oppofition,  he  begged  not  to  be  fuppofed  to  throw  the  flighteft 
imputation  either  upon  their  principles  or  condu£l,  both  of 
which,  he  was  thoroughly  convinced,  were  aduated  by  the  belt 
and  pureil  motives.  It  had  been  (aid,  that  the  Societies,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Report,  taken  in  the  whole,  were  compara- 
tively few  in  number  to  the  reft  of  the  country,  and  therefore 
no  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  them.  Would  it  be 
denied,  that  a  few  men  of  dangerous  and  unprincipled  defigns 
were  capable  of  fruftrating  the  beft  intentions  i  And,  in  faft, 
was  it  not  owing  to  a  few  men  of  this  very  defcription,  who 
had  wormed  themfelves  into  thefe  Societies,  that  they  had 
fallen  into  that  mifconftru£lion  and  difrepute  that  they  were 
at  that  moment  labouring  under?  The  prefent  Bill  was 
founded  on  the  Report  of  a  Secret  Committee,  appointed  by 
ballot  from  among  the  Members  of  that  Houfe :  He  admitted^ 
certainly,  that  it  would  have  been  better,  and  had  a  greater 
appearance  of  faimefs,  if,  on  that  ballot,  the  choice  had  not 
wholly  fallen  upon  one  defcription  of  pcrfons,  and  that  fomc 
of  the  Gentlemen  conftituting  the  Oppofition  had  been  in- 
cluded in  it.  Such  as  it  was,  however,  he  believed  the  indi- 
yiduals  of  it  to  be  men  of  honour  ;  as  fuch  he  could  not  but 
give  fcredit  to  their  Report  i  he  could  not  therefore  refufc  to 
concur  in  the  meafurc  which  that  Report  feemcd  fo  ftrongly  to 
require. 

Mr.  ATtlbanl  thought  the  common  law  of  the  land  quite 
adequate  to  the  corredion  of  the  evils  complained  bf,  and  on 
that  account  confidered  the  prefent  extraordinary  meafure  tobc 
unnecefTary :  He  (hould  therefore  vote  for  the  adjournment* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Wat/on  faid,  he  was  glad  the  queftion  of  pre- 
cedents had  been  ilartcd,  as  he  confidered  one  precedent 
where  praftice  and  prudence  were  clearly  united,  worth  a 
hundred  arguments  built  on  theory.  The  prefent  fituation 
of  affairs  would  be  found  to  juPiify  the  intended  meafures  be- 
yond former  precedents,  in  two  points  particularly  •,  the  one, 
that  the  confpirators  on  former  occafions  were,  unlike  the 
prefent  defcription,  men  of 'charador,  independent  of  their 
particular  offence  j  the  other,  that  their  objeft  was  not,  like 
the  prefent,  to  overturn  and  annihilate  all  vcftigcs  of  our  con- 
/litution,  but  to  fubililutc  one  family  in  the  room  of  another, 
10  one  particular  branch  of  the  Lcgillature*    lie  perfeflly 
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agreed  in  the  praifes  bellowed  upon  our  conftitution  ;  but  he 
did  not  thercfvTe  agree  that  vrc  (hould  never  fufpend  any  part 
r»f  the  eflentials  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that,  when  ncccflity  called  for  it,  both  prudence  and 
difcrc'iion  di'mvi'.'-d  that  we  fliould  rather  facrince  a  part  for 
d  tinv,  tluii  liik  .l.o  lofs  of  the  whole  for  ever.  Convinced 
that  the  prcfcnt  mcai\?rc,  if  adopted  at  all,  (hould  be  adopted 
with  all  convenient  fpced,  be  gave  his  negative  to  the  motion 
of  adjournment. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  queftion  of  adjournment : 

F(,r  the  adjournment  37 

Agalnji  it  -  \6\ 

Atojority     1 24 
BILL  VESTING  PECULIAR  POWERS  IN  GOVERNMENT. 

The  queftion  being  put,  "  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
«  time," 

Mr,  Grey  fnid,  he  could  not  but  maintain  that  the  plan 
mentioned  in  the  Report  was  not  accompanied  with  any  proof 
that  bore  the  minifter  out  in  his  conclusion,  namely,  that  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft  ought  to  be  fufpended,  in  order  to  check 
thofe  proceedinjTs,  and  prevent  the  accomplifhment  of  the  ob- 
.\cSt  of  the  Societies  in  queftion.  He  objefted  to  this  mea- 
furc,  becaufe  it  would  exempt  minifters  entirely  from  all  re- 
fponfibility.  To  allow  minifters  to  aS  as  they  pleafed  fccretly, 
would  be  the  leaft  of  t\*'o  evils  ;  becaufe  then,  if  they  pro- 
ceeded to  violate  the  law,  without  or  againft  evidence,  they 
Vould,  at  leaft,  be  a£ling  under  the  terror  of  impeachment ; 
but  here  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  without  any 
foundtition  on  evidence,  as  they  fliouId  pleafe,  without  any 
refponfibility  wliattvcr.  The  Committee  who  framed  this 
Report  h;u!  been  nppointfd  by  ballot  -,  the  mr.nncr  in  which 
they  were  chofwn  did  not  dcfcrve  the  name  of  a  ballot ;  an 
alTcrtion,  which  he  defivd  the  boldcft  Gentleman  prefent  to 
deny.  He  differed  from  the  Committee  in  all  their  conclu- 
fions  from  the  evidvuce  they  reported;  and  he  doubted  whe- 
ther all  the  evidence  thiit  ought  to  be  before  the  Houfe  was 
yet  before  it ;  Hi  believed  that  the  Committee  were  either  de- 
ct:i\cd  iKcmfcives,  or  v/illied  to  deceive  others;  and  that  an 
attempt  was  now  made  to  nicike  the  Houfe  parties  in  the  im* 
pofturc.  Much  ft^  fs  had  been  laid  upon  precedent;  he  con* 
.icfled  tliat  precedent  had  little  or  no  weight  with  him  againft 
principle  ;  but  he  maintained  that  the  reafon  of  the  thing, 
tven  according  to  precedent,  was  ag;niift  the  prefent  meafurc, 
lie  compared  the  precedent  of  1 7 22  with  the  prefent  cafe  ;  a 
pre ecdent  which  he  faid  ^^ab  nether  fo  dangerous  or  alarming 
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as  the  meafttK  then  urged  for  acceptance.     On  the  occafion  of 
Layer's  plot,  his  Majefty  had  declared  from  the  throne,  that 
the  confpirators  had,  by  their  emiflartes,  made  the  ftrongeft 
inftances  for  afliftance  to  foreign   powers>  but  being  di^p- 
pointed  in  their  expe£iations  in  that  refpedi,  they  did  not  ftop 
there,  but,  confiding  tn  their  own  numbers,  and  not  difcou* 
raged  by  their  former  ill  fuccefs,  they  refolved  once  more  upon 
their  own  ftrength  to  attempt  the  fuhvcrfion  of  the  govern- 
ment.    For  this  purpofe,  they  provided  feveral  fums  of  mo- 
ney, engaged   a  great  number  of  foreign  officers,  received 
large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  abroad,  and 
thought  themfelves  in  fuch  readinefs,  that  if  th:'  plot  had  not 
been  timely  difcovered,  it  was  hard  to  fay  where  it  would  hav« 
ended.     A  doubt  had  been  infinuated  on  the  laft  night,  whe- 
ther, if  he  had  lived  at  that  period,  he  would  have  been  as 
ready  to  oppofe  that  meafure,  as  he  now  was  to  oppofe  the 
prefent.     This>  if  it  meant  any  thing,  was  intended  to  con- 
vey the  idea,  that  he  was  not  ready  to  affift  in  ftrengthening 
the  hands  of  the  Government  when  needed.     To  all  fuch  in- 
finuationshe  fliould  only  anfwer,  as  he  had  done  on  all  fimilar 
occafions,  that,  as  they  merited  his  contempt,  they  (hould 
meet  with  his  filence.     The  next  precedent  in  point  of  time 
was  that  of  1 745,  but  that  cafe  was  alfo  very  different.     A 
rebellion  at  that  time  raged  in  the  very  heart  of  the  country ;  a 
confidcrable  number  of  men  had  a£lualiy  appeared  in  arms, 
taken  fome  holds,  and  in  a  few   cafes  defeated  the  regular 
troops  of  the  country.     Another  precedent  occurred  in  1777; 
t?ie  proceedings  on  that  occafion  he  propofed  to  be  read  by  tlic 
Clerk  from  their  minutes,  in  order  ro  prevent  all  doubt  upon 
tlie  fubje£l.     The  Houfe  would  then  find   that  a  rebellion 
raged  in  America.     What  was  the  deliberation  of  the  Houfc 
on  that  occafion  ?  On  the  6th  of  February  leave  was  afki'ti  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  fufpcnd  the  Habeas  Corpus  Adt.     After  a 
very  warm  debate,  leave  was  given ;  it  \v\\&  brouj^ht   in   on 
the  fame   day,  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Ou  the  loth  of  the  fame  month  it  wns  read  a  fccond  time  ; 
on    the    13th   it   was    committed;    on    tie    i4t.i    the  Ijord 
Mayor,    Aldermen,    and  »Com'.r.on    Council   of  tlic  dry  of 
London  prcfented  a  petition  agaiiiil  the  faid  Bill,  wlilch  did 
great  honour  to  their  good  fcnfc  and  purrljtifni ;  a**tcr  v^hich 
the  Bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  and  on  the 
1 7th  of  the  fame  month  it  was  read  a  tlurd  time. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on  tills  inip'^rtant  and  alarmin^r 
meafure,  it  had  been  laid,  iliat  it  was  hi;4l.ly  iir«nroper  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Public  for  theic  fcntimtntb  upm  it.    Such  dochine 
was  not  very  confillent  v/ith  clic  coikIucI  of  the  Rii:.iil<.r  on 
^  iurm:r 
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former  occaflons.  Was  that  Houfc  to  be  reminded  of  due 
difplay  of  aiFedlation  with  which  he  had,  in  fo  many  inftanccs^ 
profeiTed  to  appeal  from  their  decifions,  to  what  he  termed 
«  The  Public  Voice  ?'*  Was  it  then  a  right  and  fitting  thing 
to  be  done,  only  when  the  event  was  likely  to  prove  advantage- 
ous to  himfelf ;  but  when  there  appeared  any  danger  of  the 
Public  differing  from  him,  was  it  to  be  reprobated  as  indecent 
and  unconftitutional  ?  Of  that  defcription  was  his  memorable 
«ppeal  in  1 784.  Of  the  fame  defcription  was  the  ufe  made 
of  the  public  voice  upon  the  fubje£l  of  the  flavc  trade,  wherein 
it  was  naturally  and  fairly  fuppofed,  that  Houfe  might  be  in- 
fluenced and  (fuickened  by  the  ftrong  expreillon  of  the  public 
opinion.  Upon  a  fimilar  principle  did  the  minifter  a£t  in 
•1782,  when,  upon  his  defeat  on  the  fubjeft  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  he  had  recourfe  to  refolutions  at  the  Thatched  Houfe 
Tavern  in  St.  James's-ftreet,  in  concert  with  John  Home 
Tooke,  and  thofe  unfortunate  gentlemen  who  were  labouring 
under  the  fevcrities  of  convifiion,  and  ftill  fcvercr  fcntences, 
only  for  perfevering  in  thofe  fentiments  which  others  had 
abandoned.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  then  rcfolved, 
^  That  confidering  it  was  in  vain  to  look  to  Parliament  for  a 
regeneration,  originating  within  itfelf,  it  be  recommended  to 
the  People  throughout  the  kingdom  to  aflenible  during  the  en- 
fuing  fummer,  in  diilri£ls,  for  the  purpofe  of  an  application  to 
Parliament  upon  that  fubjeft.**    Would  it  be  faid,  that  theob- 

1'eft  of  thofe  meetings  was  not  to  fuperfede  the  functions  of 
Parliament,  but  to  make  application  for  reform  ?  What  then, 
upon  the  face  of  their  proceedings,  as  contained  in  the  Report, 
could  be  attributed  to  the  prcfent  Societies,  but  a  recommend- 
ation of  what  they  call  a  Convention,  for  prccifely  the  felf-fame 
purpofes,  only  that,  becaufe  the  word  petition  was  not  exprefsly 
mentioned,  the  abfurd  and  iniquitous  defign  was  imputed  to 
them  of  fupcrfeding  that  Houfe  in  the  excrcife  of  their  func- 
tions ?  What  was  the  condu£l  of  the  minifter  in  the  year  1 782, 
•when  his  pretended  fincerity  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform  had 
been  defeated  in  that  Houfe,  by  a  motion  for  the  Order  of  the 
Pay  ?  He  had  abandoned  it  for  ever.  William  Pitt,  the  re- 
former of  that  day,  was  William  Pitt  the  profccutor,  aye,  and 
perfecutor  too,  of  reformers  now.  He  who  thought  fit  to 
inflame  the  pafTions  of  the  people,  and  to  inftigate  them  to  a 
contempt  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  then,  would  not  at  pre- 
fent  allow  the  people  to  judge  of  their  own  rights  and  deareft 
interefts,  but  perfecuted,  ^^^ith  the  real  bitternefs  of  an  apof- 
tate,  his  own  partner  in  the  qucftion  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. He  had  that  very  day  been  examining  as  a  prifoner 
John  Hornc  Tooke  for  perfevcring  in  Lis  fentiraents.     This 

fame 
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famcTlV'iniam  Pitt,  who  had  once  tanght  the  Public  to  believe 
that  nothing  honeft  was  to  be  expeaed  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  that  the  people  fhould  do  every  thing  for 
thcmfclves,  now  infifted  that  the  people  fhould  do  nothing  foir 
themfelves,  but  fhould  fubmit  implicitly  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mottj  the  right  even  of  their  perfonal  freedom.  What  ^ai 
the  natural  inference  froM  all  this  ?  but  that  this  famous  re- 
former only  wanced  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  people,  in 
order  to  betray  their  intcrcfls,  and  facrifice  their  rights.  What 
were  thefe  3^s  of  which  fucK  complaints  were  made  in  the 
Report  of  this  Committee  of  Secrecy  ?  Nothing  more  than  that 
k  fet  of  people  had  exprefled  a  determination  to  purfue,  b^ 
legal  means,  the  ohjc£k  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  He  for  his 
own  part  vras  ignorant  of  any  of  thefe  Societies,  except  from 
teport ;  he  was  not  a  member  of  either  of  them ;  he  had  even 
disapproved  of  fome  of  the;r  plans :  That  however  was  not  a 
time  for  him,  on  account  of  u)me  difference  of  opinion  upon 
'feeculative  points,  to  abandon  them  to  the  fury  of  their  apo- 
uate  foe.  There  might  be  imprudence  in  fome  of  their  mea- 
fures;  there  might  be  among  them  men  of  defpei^te  fortune 
znd  (inifler  parpofes :  But  i?  any  evils  had  arifen  from  the 
doftrine  of  applying  to  the  People,  inftead  of  applying  to  Par- 
lianhent,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  he  would  confi- 
dently. afTcrt,  had  been  the  chief  caufe  of  that  evil.  He  would 
ttttf  in  what  cotintry,  or  in  what  focieties^  were  fadioiis  men 
liot  to  be  found  ?  It  fuch  were  frequent,  were  they  more  fa 
than  corrupt  and  vicious  minifters,  who,  in  purfuing  the  in^ 
creafe  or  prefervation  of  their  ill-gotten  power,  trampled  upoii 
all  rights,  and  violated  all  duties  ?  If  the  one  defcription  of 
men  were  lo  be  found,  how  true  was  it,  that  they  were  in  ge- 
neral produced  by  the  ill-timed  and  malevolent  feverities  of 
the  other !  It  was  afferted,  that  thefe  Societies,  with  the  Word 
Reform  in  their  months,  aimed  in  their  hearts  at  overturning 
the  conftitution ;  and  this  afTertion  was  grounded  upon  an  ex- 
pref&on  of  theirs,  that  a  reform  was  not  to  be  hoped  from  that 
Houfe,  but  from  the  People.  What  was' the  objeft  of  thefe 
people  ?  "  Their  oflcnfiblc  objeft,'*  faid  the  minifter,  <«  it 
Parliamentary  Reform  j  but  their  real  objeft  is  the  dcftruftion 
of  the  government  of  this  countrv."  How  was  thslt  e*-* 
plained  r  **  By  the  refolutions,"  faid  the  minifler^  «*  of  thefe 
perfons  themfelves ;  for  they  do  not  talk  of  applying  to  Parlia- 
ment, but  of  applying  to  the  People  themfelves,  tor  3ie  purpofe 
of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Retorm.'*  If  that  language  were 
criminal,  Km*.  Grey  obferved,  he  Was  himfclf  one  of  the  greatefl 
criminal.  He  did  not  fcrupte  to  afTert,  that  from  thetioufe 
of  Commons  he  bad  no  hopes  of  a.  Parliamentary  Reform  1 
▼oL,  IV.  E  that 


0  W00DFALL*S  PARUAMENTAKY  reports.       [CMiMomw 

that  he  had  no  hope  of  xefomi»  but  from  the  people  them* 
fclvei  i  that  that  Houfe  uTould  never  reform  itfclf,  or  deftroy 
the  corruption  by  which  it  was  fupported,  by  any  other  means 
than  thofe  of  the  rcfolutions  of  the  people,  aAing  on  the  pru- 
dence of  that  Houfe,  and  on  which  the  people  ought  to  re- 
folre*  That  point  they  could  only  accompli(h  by  meeting  in 
bodies.  Such  was  the  language  of  the  minifter  iry  782  ;  but 
he  did  not  Icnow  what  his  fentiments  were  now,  for  who  could 
know  the  fentiments  of  an  apoftate»  who  had  no  rule  for  bh 
guidance  but  his  own  confcience  ? 

An  Hon.  Member  (Mh  Windham)  had,  upon  a  former  de- 
bate, aflerted,  that  the  do£lrine  of  univerfal  fu£Frage  was  only 
fitted  for  the  ref ufe  of  the  people ;  it  might  be  lo,  but  if  it 
were  fo,  of  that  dcfcription  prccifcly  were  William  Pitt  and 
the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  Duke  had  been  the  advocate 
for  univerfal  fufFiragey  and  in  fupport  of  that  do£lrine  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  moll  ilrenuous.  In  proof  of  thia 
aiTertion,  he  quoted  the  Duke's  letter  to  Colonel  Sharman, 
wherein  he  had  laid  it  down,  ^  That  attempts  at  a  partial  Re- 
form had  been  fo  often  and  fo  vainly  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  nothing  mere  was  to  be  expe£led  from  that 
quarter ;  and  that  all  Reform,  if  ever  it  took  place,  was  to  be 
looked  for  from  the  people  alone.*'  Thefe  were  the  fentiments 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  at  that  time ;  but  he  had  accom- 
panied thefe  fentiments  with  a  plan,  precifely  what  the  So- 
cieties now  recommend,  '*  univerfal  fuffrage,  and  annual 
reprefcntation."  What  then  had  thefe  perfonsdone,  more 
than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond ?  And  what  had  thofe  vi£lims,  Mcflrs.  Muir  and  Palmer, 
the  feverity  of  whofe  puniihments  would  force  even  apathy  itfelf 
to  exclaim,  faid  or  done  more  than  this,  to  expofe  them  to  their 
prefent  fufferings  ?  Had  the  papers  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
been  feized  upon  that  occafion,  and  had  it  been  moved  thereon 
to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  ASty  would  it  have  been  borne 
for  a  moment  ?  And  yet  the  only  difference  was,  that  thofe 
who  then  fat  on  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  at  prefent  fat  on  the 
other.  The  Bill  under  difcuffion  went  to  a  general  fufpenfioti 
of  the  rights  of  the  fubjcft,  viz.  to  give  an  unlimited  con- 
troul  to  the  executive  power.  And  what  had  been  difcovered 
by  examining  the  fine  velvet  bag  which  the  minifter  brought 
into  the  Houfe  in  fo  folemn  a  manner  ?  Nothing  but  what 
every  body  knew  twelve  years  ago,  and  what  thefe  Societies 
had  thought  fit  to  reprint  and  publifti  in  the  year  1794.  It 
was  for  this  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  A(k  was  to  be  fufpended^ 
and  the  perfonal  liberty  of  every  individual  in  the  kingdoms 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  King's  minifter.    He 

agreed^ 
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agreed,  that  In  extreme  cafes,  extreme  powers  (houldbegnren ; 
and  if  the  cafe  were  made  out»  he  was  ready  to  accede  to  the 
meafure  propofed;  but  was  there  any  fuch  cafe  eftabliihed? 
What  was  the  charge  brought  againft  thofe Societies  ?  A  defign 
to  overturn  the  conftitution.    They  profeffed  only  to  aim  at 
obtainmg  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  Parliament.    He 
did  not  prelknd  to  be  learned  in  the  law ;  but  he  always  un«- 
derftood,  that  nothing  but  overt  z&s  were  legal  evidence  of 
intention.    What  was  the  overt  aft  bv  which  tlic  charge  was 
attempted  to  be  proved  againft  them  ?  The  propofing  to  call 
an  Aflembly,  or^  as  it  was  termed,  a  Convention.    This,  at  the 
inoft,  could  be  only  conftrued  into  fcdition,  even  if  it  could  be 
proved  that  thsir  defi«is  were  difierent  from  their  profeflions. 
He  wiQied  to  know,  by  what  conftruftion  of  law,  or  of  com- 
mon (enfe,  it  was,  that  we  were  to  conclude  men  intended 
what  they  did  not  profefs ;  that  when  they  faid,  they  meant  to 
obtain  a  Parliamentary  Reform  by  conftitutional  means,  thej' 
intended  to  pull  down  the  conftitution  by  force  ?  The  law  af- 
forded means  to  punifli  thoie  who  afled  unjuftly,  and  that  was 
fttfficient  in  this  cafe.    He  was  fure,  that  if  this  meafure  were 
fubmitted  to  the  people  at  large,  they  would  exprefs  their  ab- 
horrence of  it  in  lucb  a  manner,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
pafs  it,  even  through  that  Houfe.    But  fuppofing,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  that  thofe  Societies  were  dangerous, 
was  that  Convention,  fo  much  talked  of,  likely  to  aflemble  fo 
foon,  that  Government  would  be  unable  to  prevent  that  danger? 
Nothing  like  it;  he  verily  believed,  the  real  reafon  for  this  dif« 
patch  was,  the  conviftion  of  the  minifter,  that  if  he  did  not 
pals  it  by  ftealth,  the  Public  would  not  fufier  him  to  pais  it  at 
all.    He  afierted  this  on  the  conviftion,  that,  if  obfervations 
of  this  kind  were  not  made,  and  the  public  attention  called  to 
the  fubjeft,  a  blow  might  foon  be  given  that  would  deftroy  our 
liberties  for  ever,    lliis  meafure  was  part  of  that  fyftem  of 
alarm  which  had  been  adopted  to  keep  the  Public  from  feeiiig 
their  real  fituation.     He  had  no  doubt,  that  when  this  bufineft 
came  to  be  properly  examined  by  the  Public,  as  very  foon  \t 
would,  the  deception  would  be  difcovered;  and  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  expofe  it,  bv  oppoAng  the  prefent  Bill,  would 
be  thanked  by  the  Public  for  their  exertions.     Perhaps  the 
minifter  had  another  trick  to  play.    If  he  ftiould  difiblve  Parlia* 
ment  foon  after  this,  he  might  poflibly  derive  fome  advantage  for 
a  time  from  it.   He  did  not  know  whether  that  was  his  intention 
or  not.    It  might  be  the  remaining  trick  he  had  to  play  \  but 
he  believed  it  would  be  the  laft :  Be  that  as  it  might,  Mr. 
Grey  faid,  he  had  done  hisduty  inoppofing  this  Bill,  and  he 
was  confident  he  had  laid  down  fuf&cient  ground  fo^  rcje£king 

Ea  it. 
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it.     As  a  contrail  to  the  prefent  Bill,  and  the  manner  by  which 
it  was  attempted  to  be  paiTed,  he  defired  that  the  proceedings 
on  the  Journals  of  th^  (Sth  of  February  1679,  might  be  read  \. 
which  being  done, 

Mr.  Canning  obferved,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
jttft  fat  down,  appeared  to  him  to  have  argued  the  quelUon 
upon  grounds  not  only  too  narrow  in  themfelves,  but  alfo  in- 
confift^nt  with  thofe  principles  which  he  himfelf  feemed  to 
have  adopted  at  earlier  ftages  of  this  buiOneCi,    He  had  for- 
merly contended,  that  in  cafes  of  extraordinary  emergency^ 
little   attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  precedents;  but  on  the 
prefent  evening,  in  dire£l  contradiction  to  that  prance,  he  ha4 
^rgued  the  queftion  upon  precedents  merely,  without  any 
general  reafoning  whatever.     It  was  curious  to  remark  how 
Gentlemen  Ihifted  their  ground,  and  pafled  over  thofe  prece- 
dents which  were  againu  their  argun^ents.     In  the  precedent 
alluded  to  of  1722,  minifters  had  not  had  the  fame  tupport  of 
which  they  could  avail  themfelves  on  the  prefent  occafion,  for 
f hen  there  was  only  a  mcflage  from  the  Crown ;  but  at  prefent 
the  meflage  was  followed  up  by  a  Secret  Committee,  whofe 
Report  evinced  the  necelBty  there  was  for  the  fufpenfion  oi 
fhe  Habeas  Corpus  A(k.   There  were,  at  that  period,  traiterous 
correfpondences  carrying  on  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  the 
expelled  family;  but  they  were  carrying  on,  in  the  inftance 
o^the  day,  for  the  purpofe  of  fub verting  the  conftitution,  and 
introducing  republican  anarchy  on  its  ruins.    Wei:e  we  not, 
tiierefore,  to  imitate  the  caution  of  our  anceftois,  and  to  apply 
the  fan^e  remedy  to  the  one  grievance  which  they  had  applied 
to  the  other  ?  Ofr,  even  if  there  was  no  precedent  in  favour  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  were  we  not  juftified  in  devifing  new  and  ex- 
traordinary remedies  for  fingular  and  unheard-of  offences  i 
Good  God  !  exclaimed  Mr.  vanning,  how  could  Gentlemen 
oppofe  a  meafure  that  was  fo  obvioufly  nece^ary  ?  Was  the 
Houfe  to  be  told  that  thefe  Societies  had  no  correfpondence 
with  foreign  enemies,  whofe  ohjeGt  was  to  fubvert  and  over- 
turn rhe  conftitution  ?  It  had  been  dated,  that  during  the  ad- 
fniniftration   of  Sir  Robert  Walpoie,  time  was  given  from 
Chriftmas  to  May  for  Members  to  ftudy  the  fiibjedl;  and  it 
had  been  6bje£ied,  that,  though  minifters  were  m  poflfeffioa 
of  their  prefent  information  at  the  beginning  of  the  fei&on» 
they  did  not  think  proper  to  brine  forward  apy  propoGtion  on 
the  meflage  till  now.     Whaf  had  been  faid  of  the  precedent 
of  1777,  fo  far  from  being  in  point,  was  diametrically  oppo- 
fire  to  the  prefent  fubjcS,  and  was  of  fingular  imporUnce. 
That  precedent  differed  from  the  prefent  inftance  in  this,  that 
\f  bad  for  its  objc£l  the  preventing  a  Coogref^  in  America ; 

whereas 
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-whereas  this  pUn  was  deGgned  to  hinder  one  from  tiflembling 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  (ince  the  Houfe  had  feventeen  times 
declared  their  apprehenlions  of  fuch  an  event,  it  was  not  re- 
quifitc  for  him  to  add  a  fingle  word  upon  the  fubjeft,  efpecl* 
aliv  after  what  had  fallen  from  a  rcfpedable  Member  (Mr- 
^axeij)  who  had  till  this  time  given  his  fupport  to  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Fox).  When  precedents  made  for 
Gentlemen  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  they  were  en- 
forced with  the  utmoft  energy,  animation,  and  pertinacity ; 
bst  when  they  made  again  ft  thcnv,  they  were  fcouted  and  re- 
viled.  Thus  it  was  during  the  w.\r;  if  our  troops,  or  our 
ailieS)  obtained  a  vi£tory,  it  was  immediately  faid,  that  this 
was  no  uncommon  cafe,  and  was  a  thing  that  even  the  enemy 
exped^ed ;  but  if  any  failure  happened,  it  was  magnified  im- 
mediately into  a  defeat,  and  the  meafures  of  Government,  and 
the  conduft  of  our  commanders,  were  implicated  without 
the  fmalleft  delicacy  or  referve.  He  was  willing  to  grant  them 
either  argument;  but  he  did  not  think  it  candid  or  fair,  that» 
to  ferve  their  own  purpofes,  they  (hould  prey  upon  both.  He 
would  not  argue  as  to  the  proof  of  the  danger  that  induced  his 
Majefty's  minifters  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft ;  the 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  juftified  the  meafure,  and  he 
was  willing,  for  his  part,  to  take  the  word  of  Government. 
It  was  ohferved  by  Gentlemen,  that  if  time  were  given,  peci- 
tipns  would  crowd  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  cover 
the  table  of  the  Houfe ;  and  it  had  been  alfo  rcotarkcd  by  a 
%jS9xncA  Serjeant,  that  fuch  petitions  would  not  flow  from  the 
people  legally  aflembled,  but  from  thofe  very  perlbns.  whofc 
conduft  authorifcd  the  prefent  meafure.  Rir.  Canning  de- 
clared, that  he  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  petitions  from 
any  quarter,  as  long  as  he  wuu  convinced  that  hq  acquitted 
himfelf  juftly  as  a  Reprefentative  of  the  People,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  country.  He  telt  himfelf,  fo  far,  in  a  high  and  exalted 
fituation,  paramount  to  any  fuch  confideration ;  and  as  long 
as  he  exercifed  the  authority  delegated  to  him  con (i  (lent  witu 
the  dictates  of  his  confcience,  he  was  not  to  be  biail'ed  by  any 
in(lru£tions,  let  them  flow  from  whatever  quarter  they  might. 
Mr.  Canning  then  adverted  to  the  condu£l  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  when  he  had  ftood  forward  an  advocate  for 
farliamentarj  Reform ;  what  he  thought  on  that  fubjecl  at 
prefent  fignified  but  little.  He,  however,  entertained  the 
iame  opinions  with  his  Right  Hon.  Friend ;  he  fupported  him 
in  thofe  opinions,  and  he  agreed  with  him,  "  That  though 
fuch  a  Reform  might  be  not  improper  for  difcuiTion  in  time  of 
peace,  yet  it  was  a  propofition  tharought  not  to  be  agitated  in 
limes  of  tumult  and  ftorm."    This  was  not  a  period  when 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen  (hould  take  a  partial  view  of  a  fubje£l;  they 
Ihould  not  look  to  a  part,  but  the  whole.  The  obfervations 
which  had  been  made  on  the  fuppofed  political  apoftacy  of  his 
Right  Hon*  Friend,  had  no  relation  to  the  queftion  in  debate* 
and  were  in  themfelves  fo  weak  and  futile  as  to  be  hardly 
worth  attention  $  though,  perhaps,  it  would  become  him  to 
confider  the  advantages  which  would  refult  from  this  meafure, 
contrafted  with  the  evils  which  might  arife  from  the  loudly 
threatened  feceflion  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  aflbciatcs. 
He  himfelf  had  no  hefitation  to  declare,  that  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  future  (hould  return  to  his  former  opinion,  it 
was  probable  that  he  might  again  agree  with  him.  If  minifters 
were  to  proceed  in  this  bufinefs,  they  were  threatened  with  the 
vengeance  of  the  people,  and  Parliament  was  menaced  with  the 
dimmution  of  its  numbers }  but  he  did  not  perceive  the  direful 
confequenccs  that  would  refult  to  the  country  if  fuch  threats 
were  carried  into  execution.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  any  fuch 
feceflion  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  good  that  muft  arife 
to  the  nation  from  carrying  into  eScA  the  judicious  meafure 
fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  With  regard  to 
tUe  people,  he  had  a  better  opinion  of  their  good  fen(^  than 
thofe  who  fuppofed  that  they  could  not  diflinguifli  their  friends; 
they  had  been  put  to  the  proof  by  the  public  fubfcriptions  pro- 
pofed  by  minifters ;  and  however  that  meafure  was  decried,  it 
was  found  that  their  pulfe  beat  in  perfe£t  unifon  with  that  of 
Government.  Mr.  Canning  concluded  by  obferving,  that  how- 
ever he,  with  his  friend,  might  be  threatened  with  feceflions 
in  the  Houfe,  and  difturb^nces  abroad,  yet  they  would  never 
be  brought  to  confider  themfelves  as  the  ambafladors  from  fo- 
reign ftates;  but  (hould  continue  to  know  and  feel  their 
own  dignity,  and  wait  for  the  fubfequent  approbation  of  the 
people. 

In  ordinary  times  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  fee  that 
every  part  of  the  conflitution  ws^s  kept  in  repair,  but  now  it 
was  their  duty  to  prote£t  the  whole.  He  knew  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe  were  confidered  as  the  beft  guardians  and 
proteflors  of  the  people,  with  whom  every  pulfc  and  artery 
moved  in  unifon  with  thofe  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Lambton  explained,  and  faid,  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
had  ftrong  grounds  to  induce  us  to  believe,  that  the  confpi- 
rators,  in  his  day,  had  applied  for  5000  men  to  foreign  po- 
tentates i  but  not  a  word  had  been  advanced  to  (hew,  nor  was 
the  lead  evidence  given  to  prove,  that  any  of  the  Societies  of 
the  prefent  day  had  applied  to  France  for  any  number  of  men  \ 
nor  had  they  proclaimed  at  Charing  Crofs  a  Republic  one  and 
indivifible.    In  1 745,  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  C^rfus  A£V 
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was  moved  for  under  circumftances  totally  different  from  the 
prefent.  A  rebellion  exifted,  and  the  unprincipled  Lovat  had 
notorious  traitors  in  his  houfe^  and  under  bis  prote£lion. 
Arms  had  been  tranfmitted  to  Scotland  to  the  rebels ;  and  fo  . 
cautious  was  the  minifter  of  that  day,  in  adopting  fo  ftrong  a 
meafure,  that  he  did  not  venture  until  the  rebellion  had  ac- 
tnally  broken  out.  The  cafes  therefore  were  fo  far  totally  dif-- 
tin€t  and  diflimilar. 

It  was  perfedly  conGftent  in  Mr.  Grey,  he  thought,  to 
argue  on  precedent,  though  denying  its  authority,  as  it  was 
the  only  argument  to  which  the  other  fide  feemed  difpofed  to 
attend.  He  denied  his  having  admitted  that  the  leaft  deme 
of  danger  exifted;  all  he  had  faid  was,  that  he  believed  tnere 
might  oe  men  in  the  country  of  bad.  intentions  and  defperate 
▼lews.  Their  number  and  influence  he  had  thought  very  in- 
Ggnificant.  To  the  Friends  of  the  People  he  had  belongedt 
and  (hould  continue  to  belong,  while  they  adhered  to  laudable 
and  cooftitutional  principles. 

Mr,  Baker  decbred,  that  he  too  had  belonged  to  the  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People  (as  they  called  themfelves)  as 
lonr  as  he  could  adhere  to  tnem  with  fafety. 

Mr,  Caurtenay  commenced  his  (jpeech  with  an  ironical  eulo- 
gium  on  the  brilliant  abilities  oi  Mr.  Canning ;  he  admired 
them,  he  faid,  exceedingly;  but  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  moft  admired  the  arguments  he  difplayed,  or  the  ingenuity 
with  which  he  defended  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  An  Hon.  Friend  of  his  (Mr.  Grey) 
had  pointed  out  a  fadl,  and  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  con- 
fefled  it,  by  admicring  that  the  minifter  was  an  apoftate;  and, 
through  complaifance,  had  declared,  that  he  himfelf  was  one 
alfo.  He  had  declared  his  friend  guilty,  and  taken  guilt  upon 
his  own  (boulders.  He  had  continued  (Mr.  Courtenay  ob- 
ferved)  by  profefling,  that  he  participated  in  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend's  difgrace,  and  pleafed  himfelf,  that  if  he  (hould 
hereafter  re(ume  his  former  principles,  he  (hould  incur  the 
fame  penalty.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  feemed  attached  to  his 
friend,  as  nece(rary  probably  to  promote  his  fortune : 

Thus  a  light  ftraw,  whirl'd  round  with  cv'ry  blaft. 
Is  carried  off  in  fome  dog's  tail  at  \9&, 

With  regard  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  adduced,  he 
muft  fay,  that  he  had  not  heard  a  nngle  fy liable  uttered,  that 
could  make  him  change  his  opinion  as  to  the  impolicy  and  ab- 
furdity  of  the  meafurc  in  debate.  Aftt  r  beftowiu^  ■!*.,  liigheft 
eulogium  on  the  Htibeas  Corpus  Act,  Mjntcfcnieu,  in  liis 
Spirit  of  Laws,  had  pronounced  it  the  palladium  of  Engllfh 
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liberty ;  an  A&  that  never  ought  to  be  repealed ;  nor>  indeed, 
fhould    any  Englifliman,   who   knew   the  value  of  his  li- 
berty, fufler  it  even  to  be  fufpended,  however  ihort  the  time 
propofed.     Nothing  could  juftify  the  fufpenfion,  but  great 
and  imminent  danger  to  the  (late,  and  the  a&ual  exiftence  of 
rebellion.     During  the  rebellion  of  I74$t  the  people  were  not 
only  notorioufly  difaSe£led  to  the  family  on  the  throne,  but 
religion  was  mixed  with  their  difafiedion.     The  exploded 
do£trines  of  the  divine  right  of  Kings  influenced  mens  minds, 
and  every  thing  dangerous  was  expe£ied  to  arife  from  the  cir* 
cumftances  of  thofe  troublefome  times.    When  the  ASt  waft 
fufpcnded  during  the  American  war,  America  was  voted  in  a 
ftate  of  open  rebellion;  it  was  conceived  at  that  time,  that 
feveralperfons  might  come  over  and  influence  mens  minds; 
Lord  North)  however,  introduced  a  claufe,  that  the  penalties 
of  the  Bill  (hould  not  attach  to  any  perfon  who  had  been  for  z 
limited  time  out  of  the  kingdom.     Mr.  Courtenay  contended, 
that  the  Report  prefented  by  the  Secret  Committee  did  not 
ftate  any  diftributionof  arms  to  have  taken  place,  neither  did  it 
mention  that  any  correfpondence  had  been  kept  up  with  thd 
enemy.     He  faid,  that  even  Mr.  Reeves  had  not  produced 
any  evidence  on  the  fubje£fc ;  and  if  a  witnefs  had  been  fub- 
orned  merely  to  fanAion  the  danger  which  minifters  pro* 
feficd  to  apprehend,  he  (hould  conceive  it  nothing  more,  on  . 
their  part,  "  than  a  pious  fraud.'*    From  confidering  the  cir- 
cumuances  in  their  prefent  point  oY  view,  he  muft  avet,  that 
there  were  no  juft  or  good  grounds  for  the  fufpenfion  of  thd 
Habeas  Corpus  AQ. ;  and  was  free  to  confefs,  that  it  was  on6 
of  the  artful  delufions  which  had  been  praAifed  before,  merely 
to  agitate  and  alarm  the  public  mind,  to  turn  it  afide,  and  di- 
vert it  from  refled^ing  on  the  circumftances  of  the  war.    Ft 
was  calculated  to  deftroy  the  focial  intercourfe  between  men^ 
and  to  make  each  perfon  afraid  to  truft  his  neighbour.   It  had, 
Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  been   reported  that  morning,  that  the 
Committee  had  fince  difcovered  further  matter,  and  were  in 
fidl  pofleflion  of  competent  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  a  danger- 
ous and  alarming  conlpiracy ;  but  as  that  proof  was  not  brought 
forward,  he  had  a  right  to  infer  the  dirtCt  contrary,  that  on 
farther  examination  no  fuch  proof  would  be  found.     He  de- 
clared himfelf  at  a  lofs  to  conje£lure  how  his  Majefty*s  mif- 
niftcrs  could  adopt  thofe  meafures  which  they  fo  much  repro- 
bated in  a  neighlx)uring  country  j  for  certainly  the  fame  thing 
had  been  done  in  France  by  Barrere  and  Robefpicrre.    When 
they  faw  themfeivcs  threatened  with  danger,  they  had  in- 
ftantly  difcovered  a  ^plot,  which  they  fubmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety,  before  whofe  abfolute  authority  the 
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.viAtms  of  their  diflike  or  difapprobation  were  imxadhtelj 
facrificed.  So  far  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  pre» 
cifely  followed  their  example,  and  had  proved  himfelf  per/* 
fc&ly  (killed  both  in  fimuJation  and  diiIimulation---*[</^  kud 
cry  to  Order,  "l 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  the  Hon.  Member  would  reooUe^, 
he  mud  refrain  from  any  perfonal  reflcdion,  whkh  the  de»> 
corum  of  debate  had  exprefsly  forbidden. 

The  Chanctllor  rfthe  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  uncertain  whc^ 
ther  the  fentiments  of  an  individual  Member  fhould  interfere 
in  any  cafe  with  the  general  orders  of  the  Houfe ;  but  he  was 
free  to  declare,  that  nothing  which  fell  from  the  Gentiemaa 
in  queftion  (Mr.  Courtenay)  could  poffibly  be  ofFenfive  to 
him. 

&ir  George  floward  faid,  he  was  the  oldeft  Member' of  that 
Houfe,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  all  perfonality  was  irrelevant 
to  the  fubje£t  of  debate,  and  that* it  too  oft^ti  occurred,  anA 
ought  to  be  difpenfed  with  altogether. 

Mr,  Courtenay  replied,  that  if  the  Right  Hon.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  waited  for  him  to  finiili  his  fentence,  he 
fhould  have  bieen  fpared  the  mortification  of  hearing  his  re- 
buke. He  intended  to  have  faid>  if  fufFered  to  proceed,  that 
Lord  Bacon  remarked,  that  there  could  be  no  great  minifter 
without  emulation  and  diflimulation.  As  to  what  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  with  Tefpe£i  to  himfelf,  he  was 
convinced,  front  his  complacency  and  benignity  of  counte- 
nance, that  he  was  really  fmcere,  and  fo  far  could  not  charge 
him  with  dillimuiation.  Mr.  Courtenay  next  adverted  to  a 
hand-bill,  which  he  received  coming  to  the  Houfe,  and  which 
bad  been  circulated  with  great  indullry,  and  read  with  no  left 
avidity.  Perhaps  it  Mras  a  fpccimen  of  one  of  the  future  Re- 
ports of  the  Secret  Committee.  It  was  to  the  following 
effecl: 

*' Treafon!  treafon !  trcafon!  or  England's  danger  and 
deliverance !  being  a  circumdantial  account  of  the  deep  and 
defperate  plots  lately  dilcovered,  for  delivering  up  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  all  the  Britifh  and  allies,  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  by  Captain  W— —  to  be  cut  to  pieces. — Alfo  an 
account  of  the  efcape  of  the  Hon.  A-—  H —  R —  from  the  New 
Prifon,  in  Dublin,  to  France,  where  he  carried  intelligence 
to  the  enemy.  Together  with  the  apprehenfion  of  J— ■  S— >, 
Efq.  and  Captain  W— ,  with  their  examination.  To  which 
is  added,  an  account  of  the  d^readful  infurrcflion  and  revolu- 
tion in  Poland,  where  the  King  is  imprifoned,  and  in  danger  \ 
with  great  and  wonderful  news  from  France." 

Vol.  IV.  F  It 
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It  was  evident  that  no  proof  exifted  of  a  plot  to  overturn  the 
conftitution,  but  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  knew  it  from 
what  furpafled  all  proof— from  intuition. 

Mr.  Courtenay  next  pointed  out  the  danger  of  arming  the 
Executive  Government  with  fo  much  difcretionary  power. 
When  minifters  became  exempt  from  refponfibility,  their 
condu£i  was  too  often  regulated  by  caprice  and  injuftxce. 
They  juftified  every  a£l  of  oppreffion  on  the  plea  of  (late  ne* 
-ceflity.  Much  had  been  faid  of  the  clemency  of  minifters  in 
the  bufinefs  t  but  on  that  fubjed  he  muft  fay,  that  he  would 
not  truft  much  to  their  humanity.  He  inltanced  a  circum- 
ftance  relating  to  Meflrs.  Muir  and  Palmer,  gentlemen  of  rc- 
fpe^ability,  and  of  as  good  education  as  many  Gentlemen  in 
that  Houfe.  He  had  proofs  in  his  pofleflTion  of  the  humanit7 
of  minifters  with  refpefl  to  thefe  gentlemen.  Mr.  Secretary 
J3undas,  he  afierted,  from  a  letter  which  he  had  copied,  had 
hecn  applied  to,  that  thefe  gentlemen  ftiould  not  be  treated  as 
common  felons ;  but  the  application,  it  appeared,  had  proved 
fruitlefs ;  and  they  would  adually  have  been  bolted  down  in 
the  hold  with  common  culprits,  if  they  were  not  fuffered  to 
remain  in  a  damp  and  confined  room,  in  company  with  a 
dozen  of  foldiers.  This  act  of  humanity  proceeded  from  the 
feelings  of  a  ferjeant ;  for  a  Britifli  foldier  had  fometimes  as 
much  feeling  as  a  Britifli  minifter.  In  confcquence  of  thefe, 
and  otlier  circumftances,  he  did  not  wifli  to  entruil  the  King^a 
minifters  with  the  power  to  take  up  and  confine  whom  they 
pleafed.  He  mentioned  the  circumftance  to  give  Mr.  Dundas 
an  opportunity  of  contradi£ting  it  if  he  could,  and  would 
conclude  with  declaring,  that  he  ihould  give  every  oppofition 
in  his  power  to  the  Bill,  becaufe  it  firucK  deeply  at  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  conftitution,  as  fubje&ing  innocent  perfons 
to  extreme  opprefTion,  and  as  being  introduced  by  perlons  for 
whom,  as  minifters,  he  had  the  utmoft  contempt. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  with  refpe£t  to  the  charges 
brought  forward  againft  Government  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Courtenay),  no  imputation  whatever  could  lie.  With  re- 
gard to  the  humanity  of  his  own  condu£l  upon  the  occafion,  he 
ihould  leave  that  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  knew  him  in 
public  and  private  life.  The  information,  that  he  had  caufed 
or  commanded  thefe  perfons  to  be  treated  as  common  felons, 
from  whatever  quarter  the  Hoi;.  Member  might  have  received 
it,  he  muft  fay,  was  a  dire£t  falfehood ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  faid  to  many  perfons  who  had  applied  to  him  in  behalf  of 
thefe  unfortunate  men,  that  however  he  might  differ  with 
them  in  the  opinion  of  their  guilt,  and  the  juftice  of  their  ba- 
Bilhment,  he  was  de^rous  of  paying  every  attention  to  tlieir 
6  birth 
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birth  and  rank  in  fociety/  which  the  nature  of  their  fituatioo^ 
could  poilibly  admit;  and  he  pledged  his  veracity  as  a  geotlc- 
jxun,  that  every  order  which  he  ever  ifliied  with  regard  to 
their  treatment,  had  been  to  that  purpofe*     That  any  of  thofe 
gentlemen  ever  applied  to  the  Crown  for  mercy  he  pofitively. 
d«Died»  for  the  petitions  which  were  prefented  on  their  behalf, 
one  and  all  of  them,  begged  the  interference  of  the  royal 
prerogative  upon  the  ground  of  the  illegality  of  the  fentence, 
and  the  injuftice  of  the  punifliment,  and  were  therefore  not. 
applications  to  the  mercy,  but  to  the  judgment,  of  the  Crown. 
There  was  a  petition  prefented  from  die  parents  of  one  of 
thofe  per  fans  (Mr.  Muir),  to  permit  him  to  be  fupplied  with 
nccefl^ries  to  render  his  voyage  comfortaole.     He  nad  heard 
of  this  petition  being  prefented>  and,  though  convinced  of  its 
informalicy,  fufFered  it  to  take  its  efie£l,  without  any  inter- 
fierence  on  his  part;  but  when  the  friend,  who  had  this  peti- 
tion prefented,  vifited  Mr.  Muir  in  the  hulks,  and  inforn^ed 
him  of  the  flep  that  had  been  taken  in  his  favour,  Mr.  Muir, 
inftead  of  being  grateful  for  the  interceflion  of  his  friends, 
expreifed  his  refentment  that  any  perfon  whatever  ihould  trou- 
ble themfelves  concerning  his  aflFairs;   that  he  defired  no 
mercy ;  that  he  gloried  in  what  he  had  done,  and  confidered 
his  fufferings,  in  tlie  caufe  in  which  he  had  engaged,  an 
honour,  and  not  a  punifhment.     That  gentleman  woidd  have 
confidered  Mr.  Muir  wrong  in  his  intellects,  had  not  he  told 
him,  that  he  had  been  vifited  by  certain  illuftri&us  perfom^ 
who,  perhaps,  might  have  infufed  into  his  head  this  wild  en- 
thufiaftic  contempt  of  puniihment,   and  difdain  of  mercy. 
Such  was  the  (latement  of  the  fa£ls  with  regard  to  thofe  con- 
vids }  and,  admitting  the  legality  of  their  fentences,  and  the 
juftice  of  their  puniOiments,  which  that  Houfc  had  fandiioned, 
he  did  not  think  there  could  be  any  thing  imputable  to  the 
Executive  Adminiilration  on  that  head.     With  regard  to  the 
meafure  immediately  before  the  Houfe,  it  had  been  aflerted 
on  a  preceding  nighty  that  that  Bill  was  unfupported  by  pre- 
cedent, and  that  miniilers  were  contending  for  a  repeal  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A£b,  and  the  deftrudion  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  fubjeCl,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution. 
It  feemed  to  be  now  the  fafliion  to  feel  extremely  fceptical 
with  regard  to  precedents;  none  were  allowed  to  be  in  point, 
unlefs  the  circumftances  which  gave  rifjc  to  the  adoption  of 
the  former  meafure  exa31y  correfponded  with  the  prefent 
emergency.     This  coincidence  of  circumftances  might  never 
occur;  nay,  it  was  almoft  impofCble  an  exa£t  coincidence 
ever  ihould.     It  was  always  fufficient  for  the  adoption  of  any 
meafure,  that  the  preflure  of  the  moment  demanded  fuch  an 
F  a  extra- 
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^jctTaordinaiy  interpofitwn,  and  that  was  the  queftion  to  be  at 
this  time  dtfcufied.  It  might,  perhaps^  be  of  fome  import- 
ance to  conlkicr  the  queftion  of  precedents;  and^  in  his  <^i- 
nion,  it  would,  in  this  Cftfci  be  fufEcient  to  enumerate  the 
whole,  and  from  fuch  enumeration  to  draw  an  inference  that 
would  ju{tif]f  the  propriety  of  the  prefent  appltcatiom  to  P^l^-^ 
Itament.  Since  the  Rcrolution,  the  Habeas  C^rpta  ACi  bad 
been  fufpended  no  lefs  than  nine  times ;  during  the  beft  times 
of  this  country,  and  under  the  beft  and  wifeft  minifters  that 
ever  governed  it.  Had  it  been  found  that,  during  any  of  the 
numerous  fufpenfions  of  this  Afk^  the  dreadful  confequeoces 
painted  in  fuch  fombre  colours  had  ever  followed  ?  Had  any 
hiftorian  ever  feid,  had  any  man  ventured  to  alledgc,  that  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Enj^lifhrnen  fuSered  any  diminution  ? 
Had  they  not  furvivcd  thefe  calamities,  and  been  amply  en- 
joyed by  their  pofterity  ?  Former  Parliaments,  on  fimilar  oc- 
caiions,  had  not  hefitated  to  veft  fuch  an  authority  in  the 
Executive  Government,  without  fearing  that  fo  falutary  si 
meafure,  under  fuch  circumftances,  would  fubvcrt  the  con- 
ftitution.  For  the  truth  of  that  aflertion  he  appealed  to  the 
beft  hiftorians  of  this  country ;  they  eftabli(hed  the  fad ;  and 
he  was  on  that  account  the  more  furprifed  at  the  grounds  on 
\^ich  the  prefent  oppofition  to  the  meafuve  was  founded. 
The  neccDTity,  it  might  be  faid,  was  more  apparent  on  thofe 
occaiions,  and  the  ilanger  more  formidable  than  on  the  pre- 
fent ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  would  rather  have  to  contend  with 
an  open  and  avowed  enemy,  than  to  refift  the  fccret  {>oifon 
that  operates  unfeen,  and  againft  which  it  is  therefore  more 
difficult  to  provide  an  antidote !  Let  no  man,  however,  be  fo 
hardy  as  to  fay,  that  corrcfpondence  with  a  foreign  enemy 
was  a  thing  impoflibic,  or  that  it  could  not  exift.  It  had  been 
faid,  that  the  pcrfons  who  were  now  confpiring  againft  the 
conftitution,  were  not  men  of  high  rank  and  property,  but 
men  without  property,  without  influence,  and  therefore  un- 
worthy notice  :  In  his  opinion,  that  incrcafed  the  neceffity  of 
applying  a  fpcedy  and  cffeftual  remedy  to  the  mifchief;  be- 
caufe  fuch  men  had  much  to  gain  from  anarchy  and  confufion, 
nothing  to  lofc.  When  men  of  that  defcription  fet  about 
reforming  the  conftitution,  their  aflbtiation  became  a  confpi- 
racy  for  plunder ;  they  naturally  declared  war  againft  every 
thing  rendered  rcfpe^iable  by  rank  and  authority,  and  were 
not  retarded  by  any  fcruplcs  in  the  nwans  of  profecuting  their 
infamous  defigns.  It  was  not  a  Parliamentary  Reform  would 
fatisfy  thefe  men.  The  refolutions  of  one  of  their  Societies 
cxprefsly  declared,  "  That  fome  things  were  not  to  be  fub- 
ihitted  to  cither  with  or  without  the  fanflion  of  Parliament.** 

All 
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AU  the  Societies  certainly  did  not  go  fo  far;  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  a  convention  which 
had  for  its  avowed  objeft  univerfal  fujfrage  and  annual  pariio' 
mentis  could  on]y  exift  by  fubverting  the  Monarchy  and  the 
Parliament,  and  on  their  ruins  would  introduce  anarchy  and 
defolation. 

On  the  fubjefk  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  it  had  become 
fafhionable  for  reformers  to  refort  to  the  condud  of  his  Right 
Hon.  Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  :  But  would 
any  man  fay,  that  he  ever  held  opinions  iimilar  to  thofe  pro- 
fefled  by  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  ?  He  was  railed  at  for 
apoftacy5  but  there  was  no  fpecification  of  the  principles  on 
which  he  afted.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  alfo  occafion*-* 
ally  introduced  as  the  friend  of  fuch  a  meafure,  and  his  fenti- 
ments  quoted  with  peculiar  avidity  when  they  anfwered  tho 
parpofes  of  certain  Gentlemen ;  but  at  other  times  his  politi- 
cal opinions  were  not  treated  with  either  much  delicacy  or 
attention  :  If  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ever  held  thofe  opinions, 
it  was  but  a  proof  that  a  wife  man  might  adopt  a  very  foolifh 
theory.  It  was  very  true,  men  might  form  in  their  clofets^ 
fpeculations,  theories,  and  plans  of  reform,  for  their  amufe- 
ment,  which  might  be  fuch  as  could  not,  or  would  not,  be 
gravely  itated  for  the  purpofe  of  being  put  in  execution.  Such 
opinions  of  his  Grace  had  given  rife  to  much  declamation  ; 
but  thofe  which  did  equal  honour  to  his  head  and  heart  were 
pafled  over  in  filcnce.  That  propofition  of  univerfal  fuffrage 
vad  annual  Parliaments  was  fuch  a  one  as  neither  the  Noble 
Duke,  nor  any  other  friend  to  his  country,  ^yould  attempt  to 
bring  forward  at  the  prefent  period,  when  the  only  efFeft  of  it 
could  be  to  propagate  the  fame  fpiric  which  had  defolated 
France.  None  of  the  Gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  however,  maintained  that  doftrine  ;  though  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  laft  year  brought  forward  the  fubjcft  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  faid  that  he  would  prefer  univerfal  fuf- 
frage to  no  reform  at  all ;  a  very  imprudent  declaration,  whicli 
he  was  forry  to  hear  from  a  Gentleman  of  his  chara6ler  and 
abilities.  It  was  falhionabie  toraife  the  cry  againR  his  Hon. 
Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  becaufc  he  had 
changed  his  opinion  on  the  fubje£t  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 
Had  none  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  called  him  an  apoftate, 
ever  changed  their  own  opinions  c.n  the  fame  fubjc£l  ?  Had 
they  not  found  it  neceilary  to  confult  times  and  fcv.fons? 
If  not,  why  had  not  the -lion.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  who 
prefented  the  petition  from  the  Friends  of  the  People  bit  year, 
praying  a  reform  in  the  x:eprefentation,  renewed  his  motion 
this  year  i  (Mr,  Grey  replied  acrofs  the  table,  "  Bccaufe  it 
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could  not  be  made  with  fafcty.")  Then  that  Hon.  Gentle* 
man  had  thought  it  proper  to  confdt  times  and  feafons,  and 
places ;  and  God  forbid  he  ihould  drive  him  from  that  fober 
way  of  thinking :  He  rejoiced  that  he  had  adopted  it.  At  the 
time  when  that  Hon.  Gentleman  had  decbred  himfelf  the  ad- 
vocate of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  he  was  Mramed  that  the 
queftion  would  foon  get  into  other  hands,  who  would  pay 
very  little  regard  to  his  views  or  intentions ;  he  was  then  ad- 
vifed  to  reflcdl  how  inadequate  he  would  feel  himfelf  "  to^t 
in  the  whirlwind^  and  direB  thefiorm.^*  Would  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman at  prefent  fay  that  thefe  predi£lions  are  not  fulfilled  ? 
Would  he  now  fay  that  perfons,  of  a  very  different  defcriptioa 
from  thofe  with  whom  he  chofe  to  z(ky  had  not  now  taken  up 
the  fubjeft  ?  The  plain  faft  was,  that  Parliamentary  Re- 
form was  either  purfued  on  the  plan  of  univerfal  fuffirage,  and 
annual  Parliaments,  or  it  was  made  a  ftalking-horfe  to  conceal 
the  ambition  of  individuals,  and  their  infamous  defigns  againit 
the  conftitution.  It  was  true,  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People  had  refufed  to  co-opefate  with  the  Correfpondin^ 
Society.  He  could  wilh,  however,  that  when  they  rejeded 
their  proffered  afTiftance,  they  had  done  it  in  terms  lefs  polite> 
and  more  ftrongly  expreflive  of  an  abliorrence  of  the  infa- 
mous defigns  of  the  other  Society  ;  for  the  whole  condu^l  of 
tlie  Corrclponding  Society  plainly  fliewed  fhat  they  had  no- 
thing lefs  in  view  than  univerfal  fufPrage  and  annual  Parlia- 
ments ;  that  was,  in  other  words,  the  total  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitution.  He  begged  leave  once  more  to  repeat,  that  he 
meant  no  refledlion  whatever  on  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  con- 
duft,  in  having  declined  the  renewal  of  his  motion  for  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  this  fcflion  of  Parliament;  on  the  contrary, 
he  highly  applauded  his  prudence  and  difcretion.  At  a  mo- 
ment like  the  prefent,  there  was  more  true  courage  in  keeping 
back,  than  in  an  obftinate  perfeverance.  With  rcfpcft  to  the 
obfcurity  of  thofe  men,  that  was  a  circumftance  which  parti- 
cularly called  for  their  fuppreffion.  The  moft  obfcure  men  in 
France  were  thofe  who  contributed  moft  to  the  revolution ; 
and  he  muft  again  fay,  he  would  rather  grapple  with  an  avowed 
enemy  and  open  rebellion,  than  contend  with  that  fecret  and 
filcntly  adminiftered  and  fpreading  poifon,  againft  the  opera- 
tions of  which  no  prudence  can  guard,  no  fagacity  effe£luaUy 
provide. 

Mr,  Grey  rofe  to  explain.  After  tlianking  Mr.  Dundas  for 
the  perfonal  refpe£^  (hewn  him  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he 
faid  that  he  had  undoubtedly  vifited  Mr.  Muir  on  board  the 
hulks,  and  had  found  him  exadlly  as  that  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man had  reprcfented  him  to  be }  a  man  animated  by  ftrong 
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enthuGafm,  who  conceived  that  he  had  committed  nothing 
wrong,  and  who  did  not  therefore  feel  his  fcntence  as  an  igno- 
miny. To  that  enthuGafm  he  had  not  given,  nor  did  he  con- 
ceive it  was  pofTible  to  give,  any  additional  ftrength.  On  his 
application  to  Mr.  Dundas,  in  favour  of  thefe  unfortunate  men, 
he  was  alfo  ready  to  admit,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  (hewn  every  difpofit ion  to  alleviate  their  fufferings.  On 
one  point  of  Mr.  Dundas's  ar;Tument  he  thought  it  necefTary 
to  fct  him  right.  When  he  had  mentioned  acrofa  the  table, 
that  he  had  poftponed  his  motion  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
becaufe  it  could  not  be  made  with  fafety  ;  wh.u  he  meant  by 
theexpreilion  was  (imply,  that  he  did  not  think  it  would  meet 
with  the  defired  faccefs  :  He  did  not  wirti  to  cxpofe  it  to  the 
cavil  and  depreciation  of  which  the  enemitrs  of  the  meafure 
-would  avail  themfelvcs.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  his 
thoughts  than  to  ftatc  theprefent  feafon  as  unfavourable  to  the 
meafure  of  reform. 

Mr,  Courienay  faid  in  explanation,  that  he  had  not  meant  to 
refleft  on  the  charafter  of  Mr.  Dundas  perfonally.  He  had, 
on  the  contrary,  furnifhed  him  with  an  opportunity  to  vindi- 
cate himfelf  from  a  charge,  which,  when  he  read,  he  at  the 
fame  time  declared  that  he  did  not  wholly  believe.  It  ap- 
peared, howeyer,  that  blame  muft  reft  fomev/here,  as  thofe 
unfortunate  men  were  indebted  to  the  lenity  of  ferjeants  and 
intendants  for  indulgences  which  they  could  not  derive  from 
the  humanity  of  minifters. 

Mr,  Sheridan  rofe,  and  obferved  that  he  muft  do  the  Secre- 
tary of  iState  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  fron  him,  the  perfons  who 
applied  in  behalf  of  thofe  unfortunate  Gentlemen  (Muir  and 
Palmer)  had  experienced  every  polite  attention.  That  his 
Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Courtenay)  meant  no  reilcftion  on  the  cha- 
i^flerof  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  he  was  well  affured  ;  hrs 
fole  intention  was,  by  a  ftatemcnt  of  circumftances  of  which 
he  had  been  informed,  to  give  the  Secretary  of  State  an  oppor- 
tunity of  vindicating  himfelf  from  the  imputation.  He  cer- 
tainly concurred  with  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Grey)  in  paying 
every  tribute  to  the  humane  attention  of  that  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, with  refped  to  thofe  perfons,  except  in  the  inftance  of 
his  not  applying  to  the  fountain  of  mercy  to  procure  a  remif- 
fion  of  their  fentenccs.  It  had  been  aflertcd,  that  no  fuch  ap- 
plication had  been  made  in  tlieir  behalf ;  but  the  faft  he  be- 
lieved was  otherwife ;  for,  at  the  time  of  his  prcfenting  a  pe- 
tition to  that  Houfe  in  their  behalf,  in  which  he  admitted  they 
rather  claimed  juftice  than  prayed  for  mercy,  he  had  been  in- 
ilru£bed  toftate,  that  its  delay  was  occafioned  by  the  petition- 
ers waiting  the  refult  of  a  petition  to  the  Queen  praying  for 
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mercy.  Though  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  well  entitled 
'  to  every  compliment  due  to  his  politenefs,  attention,  and  hu- 
manity, in  that  tranfadlion,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  they  did  not 
owe  fo  much  to  his  candour,  when  he  ilated  to  the  Houfe  the 
circumftance  of  **  certain  illuflrious  vifitors,"  as  he  was 
pleafed  to  deem  them,  having  waited  on  thofc  unhappy  men.  He 
was  not  a(hamed  to  confefs  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  illuftrious 
Victors :  Indeed,  he  ihouldbe  afliamed,  from  a  confideration 
of  all  the  circumftances,  if  he  had  not ;  for,  in  his  mind,  to 
vifit  thofe  whom  he  thought  the  viftims  of  perfecution,  opprcf- 
fion,  and  injuftice,  reflcfted  honour,  and  not  difgrace.  How- 
ever that  might  be,  his  advice  to  them  was  to  plead  for  mercy  ; 
and  neither  he,  nor  his  Hon.  Friend  who  accompanied  him, 
uttered  a  fmgle  fcntence  that  could  poflibly  tend  to  ftrengtlieii 
the  minds  of  thofe  men  in  their  contempt  of  puniiliment,  or 
cnthufiafm  in  the  caufe  in  which  they  had  engaged. 

With  regard  to  the  immediate  queftion  before  the  Houfe, 
the  arguments  which  he  had  that  night  heard  in  fupport  of  it, 
were,  in  his  opinion,  totally  irrelevant;  unlefs  it  was  admitted 
that  calling  a  Convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  efrccting  a  Par- 
lianientarv  Reform,  was  a  crime  little  fiiort  of  high  trcafon. 
The  Riglit  Hon.  Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  cRablifli 
himfelf  upon  the  ftrong  ground  of  precedent ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  had  cited  no  fewer  than  fixtccn.  {^Some  perfon  frofti 
the  Treafury  Bench  cried  out^  Nine  precedents  ;  pu  mean  fixUtn 
dwiftons  :  alluding  to  the  number  of  the  divift'jns  on  the  farmer 
flight  on  the  BilL'\  If  he  thought  that  five  hundred  divifions 
would  refcue  his  country  from  the  impending  evil,  and  prc- 
fcrve  the  great  bulwark  of  liberty  unfapped,  he  would  divide 
the  Houfe  five  hundred  times  upon  it.  But  thcfe  nine  prece- 
dents, the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  with  his  ufual  prudence, 
had  forborne  to  examine,  becaufc  he  was  well  aware,  the  rc- 
fult  of  fuch  itn  examination  inuft  make  againft  his  argument ; 
for  if  it  could  be  flicwn,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  h€t  propofcd,  was  for  a  purpofe  totally  different  from 
the  grounds  of  all  thofc  former  fulpenfiona  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  his  precedents,  upon  which  he  relied  fo  much,  muft 
be  totally  abandoned  :  And  though  the  conftitution  might  have 
furvivcd  thcfe  nine  fufpenfions  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Afkj  it 
was  polTible  it  might  not  furvive  the  tenth ;  and  he  much 
feared  that  it  would  not.  Immediately  aftor  the  Revolution^ 
when  a  Prince  out  of  the  regular  line  of  fucccffion  was  called 
to  the  Throne,  it  was  not  a  matter  of  furprife  that  there  fhould 
exift  in  the  country  many  perfons  attached  to  the  old  fucccf- 
fion, and  difaffcfted  to  the  new  family,  and  tJiat  thofe  difaffec- 
tions  fhould  break  out  in  open  rebellion  and  revolt :  It  was 
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Aerefore  frequently  found  neceflary,  for  prcfemng  the  cohft?- 
tution,  and  the  family  lately  ellabliflied  on  the  throne,  againft 
the  efie&s  of  fuch  rebellion,  to  veft  in  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment extraordinary  powers;  and  when,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
Prince  expelled  froiai  the  throne,  aided  by  a  foreign  power, 
was  attennpting  to  eSeft  his  reftoration,  the  greatnefs  of  the 
danger,  on  fuch  occafions,  might  well  jufttfy  recurring  to  fuch 
a  ftrong  meafure.  But  wouidthe  Ki^ht  Hon.  Gentlemati 
fay,  that  he  would  rather  grapple  with  an  avowed  enemy,  and 
lopen  rebellion,  than  contend  agaiuft  the  ficret  poifon,  and 
hidden  praflices,  of  thofe  Societies.  Was  that  the  chara£ter 
of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  ?  Did  it  wear  the  moft  remote 
feature  of  fcctecy  or  confpiracy  ?  No  fuch  thing :  It  had  no- 
thing of  the  feature  or  charaAer  of  confpiracy ;  it  was  carried 
on  in  the  face  of  day,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  world.  If  this 
was  to  be  called  a  confpiracy,  it  was  the  moft  open,  garrulous 
confpiracy  he  had  ever  heard  of.  Thefc  extraordinary  new- 
£sdhioned  confpirators  met  openly  in  gardens,  in  fields,  in 
public*houfes ;  they  announced,  nay,  even  aggravated,  their 
intentions  in  the  public  newfpapers  $  every  document  relative 
to  their  redoubted  confpiracy  had  been  publiihed  long  before 
the  pompeus  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee.  The  remedy, 
in  his  opinion,  was  likely  to  produce  fomething  much  more 
like  a  confpiracy ;.  for,  unlefs  all  thofe  obnoxious  perfons  who 
compofed  thefe  Societies  were  cooped  up  in  prifons,  they 
would  purfue  in  fecret  the  fame  objeds  they  had  hitherto  pur« 
fued  openly,  and  thereby  aflume  the  colour,  and  probably  have 
the  efie£l,  of  a  real  confpiracy :  For  the  meafure  that  rloufe 
was  about  to  adopt,  did  not  declare  fuch  meetings  illegal :  It 
did  not  declare  the  opinions  they  held  treafonable ;  nor  did  it 
even  ftatc  that  a  Convention  for  the  purpofes  they  intended 
would  be  criminal. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ccnfured  the  idea  of  uni- 
Tcrfal  fuffrage  as  impra£ticable ;  but  that  was  merely  matter 
of  opinion ;  for  it  was  not  aflerted  that  the  fupporting  that 
theory  wotdd  be  conftrued  into  a£^ual  guilt.  Would  Gentle- 
Cnen,  then,  propofe  to  imprifon  and  detain  all  thofe  who  fhall 
hold  and  avow  that  opinion  ?  If  that  was  their  intention,  it 
was  a  feverity  which  muft  fail  of  its  obje£t ;  and  minifters 
ihould  be  aware  of  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  failure,  from  a 
review  of  their  paft  condu£l.  Since  the  commenctment  of 
the  French  revolution,  they  had  evinced  a  ilrong  jealoufy  of  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  ;  and  had  taken  every  meafure  to  pre- 
vent its  fuccefs ;  yet  even  from  their  own  (hewing,  tlie  rcfult 
of  their  meafures  had  been  uniformly  againft  their  pur;^  fe. 
The  proclamation,  which  was  the  fiift  meafure  they  adopted. 
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was  avowedly  dircded  rather  aeainft  *'  the  Friends  of  the 
iPeople/'  than  againft  any  of  thole  feditious  Societies.     What 
had  been  the  relult  of  that  proclamation  ?  Tumult  and  infup* 
redion.     Their  next  meafure  was  Spreading  abroad  a  fet  of 
fpies  and  informers  9  but  thefe  had  only  ferved  to  in^reafe  the 
general  turbulence.    Their  laft  meafure  had  beta  a  fevere 
^yitem  of  prolecutions  i  and  the  refult  of  thefe  wasy  accord- 
ing to  their  own  ftatement,  *^  That  a  great  part  of  the  nation 
was  now  actually  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion :"  Though,  for  bis 
ewn  part,  he  had  a  thorough  convidion  that  none  of  thofe 
dangers  aduallv  exifted.     It  was  nothing  but  a  trick,  or  poli^ 
iical  artifice,  or  the  Committee  who  made  this  Report.    He ' 
did  not  mean  to  caft  ah  indifcriminate  cenfure  on  all  the 
Members  who  compofed  that  Committee ;  it  confifted  of  men,, 
part  of  whom  deceived,  part  were  deceived ;  but  every  perfon 
muft  fee  fomething  fufpicious  in  its  conduct.    The  manner 
and  precipitancy  of  its  proceedings  were  good  grounds  of  fu& 
picion.     It  wifhed  to  furprife  Parliametit  into  the  ftrongeft 
jneafures  poflible ;  meafurcs  by  documents  produced  as  no* 
Tclties,  of  which  every  man  in  the  kingdom  had  been  previ- 
oufly  in  pofTeffion.     Minillers  themfelves  had  long  fince  beea 
in  pofTeiTion  of  every  faft  relative  to  thefe  Societies.     Who 
]had  not  long  (ince  heard  of  their  having  Serjeants  to  drrll 
them  in  back  rooms,  of  their  having  been  arrayed  at  the  Cat 
and  Bagpipes  and  Black  Dragon ;  and  why  did  they  not  proceed 
upon  thefe  informations  ?  Becaufe  they  knew  them  to  be  falfc. 
On  a  fudden,  Mr.  Stone  was  examined  before  the  Privy  Couxw 
cil;  all  thefe  plots  revived;  though  it  was  notorious,  Mr. 
Stone  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  thefe  Societies ;  fo 
that  if  he  had  been  engaged  in  any  plot,  there  muft  neceiTarily 
have  been  two  plots,  as  he  had  no  connexion  whatever  with  . 
thefe  Societies.    The  conclufion  of  the  Report,  which  formed 
the  only  norehy  of  it,  ftated,  that  arms  had  been  diftributed 
to  fome  of  thefe  Societies  i  but  it  was  not  ftated,  whether 
thofe  arms  had  been  furnifhed  from  Sheffield,  or  from  fomc 
ether  place ;  or  for  what  purpofes  they  had  been  furnifiied  at 
all }  whether  for  the  purpofes  of  rebellion,  or  that  each  msn, 
fearing  the  exceffes  of  a  Church  and  King  mob,  had  detcr- 
rmined  to  furnifii  his  houfe  with  a  mufquet.     No  evidence  of 
that  kind  was  furniflied  by  the  Committee ;  and,  in  point  of 
fad,  it  was  an  utter  impoflibility  that  fuch  an  array  as  was  there 
fuggefted,  could  have  been  formed  without  the  knowledge  of 
minifters,  and  without  fuch  knowledge  having  been  obtained 
long  antecedent  to  this  period.     The  early  induftry  of  the 
preis  had  been  exercifed  in  an  uncommon  degree  upon  the  pre- 
icnt  occafion,  to  iecond  the  ingenious  management  and  dif- 
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patch  which  had  diftingniflied  Ae  produ£lion  of  the  Report. 
Xti  his  hand  he  held  a  hand-bill,  fimilar  to  that  produced  by  his,** 
Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Courtenay),  under  the  following  very  cu- 
rious title :  **  The  Downfall  of  Jacobinifm,  or  the  Plot  dif- 
corered ;  to  which  is  added  the  glorious  Succefles  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  bei^g  an  Eztra^  from  the  laft  Extraordinary  Ga- 
zette." This  curious  combination  of  events,  however  abfurd 
it  might  feem,  was  neverthelefs  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  diligence 
which  had  been  ufed  to  excite  and  fpread  abroad  the  general 
alarm.  That  paper  afFe£lcd  to  contain  fome  knowledge  of 
the  grounds  of  apprehenfion,  and  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Stone,  and  the  commitment  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Newgate,  8cc. 
He  would  however  appeal  to  every  Member  in  that  Houfcs  sot 
of  the  Secret  Committee,  whether,  under  all  the  exifting  cir- 
<rum(lances,  they  did  not  cxfc3t  to  hear,  when  they  came  down 
to  the  Houfe»  at  leaft  fomething  new,  if  not  to  reap  a  full  dif- 
covery  of  fame  earned  and  preffing  danger. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  they  were  told,  that  the  fyftent 
of  profetutions,  and  the  aflbciations  of  Mr.  Reeves  (which 
had  done  him  fuch  immortal  honour),  had  totally  changed  the 
public  mind;  and  in  the  clofe  of  the  lait  Seflion  of  Parliament^ 
ki  the  King's  Speech,  they  were  told,  that  all  the  attempts 
againft  the  conftitution  were  completely  checked ;  and,  on  the 
opening  of  this  Seflfion,  his  Maj«fty  was  again  made  to  rejoice 
*'  on  the  Ready  loyalty,  and  firm  attachment,  of  all  ranks  of 
people  to  the  conftitution."  But  to  make  aiTurance  doubly 
fare,  fince  that  time,  they  had  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  Go- 
vernment by  pafling  an  Alien  Bill,  a  Traiterous  Correfpondence 
Bill,  the  new  Levies,  &c.  &c.  and  the  Houfc  was  in  the  pre* 
fent  inftance  called  upon  to  declare  that  his  Majeftv  had  been 
completely  miftaken ;  that  all  thofe  efiurts  had  failed ;  and 
that  nothing  lefs  would  be  fufEcient  to  prcferve  the  exifting 
Government,  than  an  undefined  cxercife  of  arbitrary  powcr> 
ycfted  in  the  Executive  Government !  It  had  been  afked,  why 
Oppofition  would  ndt  take  the  word  of  the  Secret  Committee 
for  the  exifting  danger  ?  He  would  anfwer,  becaufe  they  had 
not  been  required  io  to  do.  The  Report  was  made  in  a  way 
to  take  from  the  Secret  Committee,  and  the  minifters,  all  re- 
fponfibility ;  andif  the  Commons  (hould  be  imprudent  enough 
to  ack  upon  fuch  a  Report,  the  minifters  would  not  be  refpon* 
fible.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  faid,  that  they  were  afked  to 
give  credit  which  they  had  improperly  refuled.  In  fuch  a 
power,  obtained  in  fuch  a  manner,  he  was  unwilling  to  coin- 
cide. What  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  of  any  improper 
cxercife  of  this  power  ?  He  felt  in  his  mind  every  rational 
apprehenfion  of  well^^founded  fear.     It  was  a  power  of  tb^ 
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moft  eitenfive  kind,  afked  on  very  frivolous  occafiont;  and  he 
therefore  thought  it  would  be  exercifed  on  pretences  equally 
frivolous.    But  whence  had  the  fcntiments  of  thofe  Societies 
originally  fprung  ?  From  the  feeds  firft  fown  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer^  Mr.  Burke,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Was  it  not  ingenious  in  thofe  men  firft  to  inftil   thefe  prin- 
ciples, and  then  to  perfecute  with  fuch  unrelenting  feverity» 
and  unabating  rigour,  the  profelytes  to  their  opinions  ?   Such 
condud  muft  tend  to  inflame  mens  minds,  fill  them  with  con- 
tempt for  all  public  men,  and  make  them  doubt  every  pro- 
fcflion  of  patriotifmi  or  regard  for  the  country,  as  infincere. 
From  the  writings  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  they  could  be  deariy 
proved  the  authors  of  thefe  fentiments,  and  of  the  fermenta- 
tion which  at  that  moment  exifled.     Upon  an  examination  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  letter  to  Colonel  Sharman,  and  of  a 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  letter  to  his  conftituents  at  BriftoU 
and  comparing  them  with  thofe  papers  on  the  taUe  faid  to  be 
fedttious,  the  Houfe  would  find  no  one  leading  idea  in  the 
latter,  though  perhaps  exprefled  in'  lefs^  elegant  language^ 
which  was  not  contained  in  the  former.     The  fedttious  pub- 
lications of  1794  faid,  <<  There  will  be  a  defpotifm:"  '^Iliofe 
of  1 782  faid,  "  Liberty  is  in  danger/'    The  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Burke)  in  part  of  his  writings,  though  he  had 
fipce  dunged  his  fentiments,  faid,  *<we7ofethe  fpirit  of  an 
honeft  equality."     Another  paflage  in  one  of  their  refolutions 
runs  thus  $    **  Wicked  contrivances  are  made  to  ftparate  us  ; 
let  us  unite  with  the  people."    -The  queftion  was,  what  was 
the  condud;  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who,  in  1782,  flood  forward 
as  advocates  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ?    Exaflly  the  fame, 
as  thofe  of  the  prefent  day.     What  was  the  difierence  of  the 
times  ?  Nothing,  for  that  was  not,  any  more  than  the  prefent^ 
a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity.    Tne  meafure  was  agitated 
at  the  clofe  of  a  long,  unpopular,  and  deftrudive  war,  when 
the  minds  of  the  people  were'roufed,  and  money  wasfcarce; 
and  the  Parliament  itfelf  had  loft  its  reputation,  becaufe  it  was 
fuppofed  to  have  a£led  againft  the  public  intereft.     Let  him 
aik  if  a  Convention  was  held  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  were  the  delegates  who  attended  fuch 
Convention  to  be  taken  up  and  imprkoned  during  his  Majefty's 
pleafure  ?  If  that  was  to  be  the  cafe,  in  his  opinion,  the  on\j 
efFe£t  would  be,  that  the  jails  would  be  filled  with  men  whole 
criminality  was  undefined;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  meafures 
would  not  accomplifh  their  obje£k,  but  tend  to  multiply  So- 
'  cieties  for  Parliamentary  Reform.    Tf  that  Bill  pafied,  as  he 
was  now  apprehenfive  it  would,  and  thofe  who  oppofed  it 
failed  in  their  attempts  to  procure  its  repeal  in  the  next  Seffion 
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o£  Parliament*  it  would  be  for  them  to  conGder  whether  or 
not  they  (hould  ever  fet  their  foot  again  in  that  Houfey  where 
all  their  e£Fort»  to  preferve  the  few  remaining  liberties  of  their 
country  were  fo  obvioufly  incfFe£tual.  It  had  been  afkedt 
liow  much  the  Houfe  would  be  thinned  by  their  feceflion. 
However  inconGderable  they  might  be  point  of  numbers,  the 
lofs  of  their  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox)  alone^  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many  even  of  thofc  who  voted  with  the  minifter,  and 
of  the  country  at  large,  would  be  irreparable.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  advife  his  Friend  how  to  a£l  in  fo  delicate  a  point ; 
out  it  was  too  much  to  be  expeAed,  that  men  Ihould  incef- 
iantly  toil  withoiu  the  mod  remote  hope  that  the  Public  would 
benefit  from  their  labours.  That  fuch  was  the  opinion  formed 
of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  might  be  deduced  from  the  follow* 
lug  fa£t. 

During  the  laft  cleftion  for  Weftminfter,  a  gentleman  of 
great  refpe^ability  had  again  favoured  him  with  his  vote  and 
intereft.  which  he  had  for  fome  time  withdrawn,  and  promifed 
to  relate  to  him,  at  a  convenient  opportunity,  his  real  reafons 
for  that  apparently  inconfiftent  condudl.  When  an  oppor* 
tunity  offered,  he  nad  inquired  thofe  reafons,  and  the  Gen- 
tleman  informed  him,  that  he  no  longer  thought  Mr.  Fox  de- 
ierving  of  his  patronage,  after  he  had  condefcended  to  accept 
9  place  in  the  Exchequer,  and  confequently  renounced  his 
former  fupport)  but  thzt  fupport  he  could  no  longer  refufe» 
when  he  tound  Mr,Fox  had  returned  to  his  proper  poft,  the .' 
head  of  Oppofition. 

Such  was  the  opinion  men  entertained^  that  while  his 
Right  Honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Fox)  was  in  oppofition  to 
minifters,  their  meafures  would  not  only  be  watched^  but 
improved. 

Mr.  Windham  obfervcd,  that  though  much  had  been  faid  in 
the  courfe  of  this  debate,  yet,  with  the  finele  exception  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  all  that  had  any  bearing  or 
application  to  the<fubje£l:  in  queftion,  might  be  comprifed  in 
a  nut-(hell.  As  hacknev-coachmen  might  charge  either  bf 
diftance  or  by  time,  fo  of  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion,  if  judgment  were  to  be  formed  by  the  length  of 
the  debate,  it  might  be  faid  that  they  had  made  great  progrefs; 
if  by  the  arguments  ufed,  they  had  made  little  or  none.  The 
plain  queftion  lay  between  the  inconvenience  of  the  meafure 
on  the  one  hand,  and  its  neceffity  and  applicability  on  the 
other.  The  Habeas  Corpus  A£b  was  a  valuable  part  of  the  con- 
'»ftitution,  and  was  to  be  preferved  in  common  with  every  other 
part  of  it.  A  temporary  fufpenfion  was  propofed,  as  the  beft 
teeans  of  fecuring  the  future  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  it 
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afforded.  That  mcafurc  had  been  often  adopted  before  that 
day,  without  any  inconveniences  refulting.  to  be  put  in  cpm- 
pc  til  ion  with  its  good  efFefts.  Much  had  been  faid  on  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's)  mind  on  the  fubjefb  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  but  what  had  that  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man done  which  he  had  any  reafon  to  be  afliamed  of  ?  He 
had  only  exercifed  the  right  of  private  judgment;  and  it  was 
the  unqueflionable  privilege  of  every  honourable  man  to  change 
his  opinions  on  all  occafions,  when  he  found  his  opinions  er- 
roneous, or  not  fitted  for  the  times.  The  arguments  ufed  hj 
the  Gentlemen  who  oppofed  that  meafure,  no  reared  to  him  to 
be  totally  inconfiftent.  They  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  the 
proofs  of  a  confpiracy  exiRing  had  been  for  fomc  time  in  the 
hands  of  Government,  thefc  proofs  had  no  validity:  But  no 
man,  who  wifhed  to  permit  his  reafon  to  guide  him,  could 
deny  that  there  were  complete  proofs  of  a  regular  fyftem  to 
overturn  the  conftitution,  when  it  appeared,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  that  the  defigns  of  thefe  Societies  were  clearly  ex- 
prefl'ed,  and  their  expreflions  were  followed  up  by  overt  afts, 
tending  to  the  perfection  of  thofe  defigns.  Two  years  fmce, 
when  thefe  matters  were  fpokcn  of,  Gentlemen  had  called  for 
diftin£t  and  particular  proofs  j  but  though  it  might  then  be 
clear  to  the  apprehenfion  and  judgment  of  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  that  fuch  things  h^d  an  exiftence,  yet  inttances  were 
not  fo  eafily  procured ;  and  though  one  might  even  then  have 
been  brought  forward,  yet  the  reply  of  thofe  Gentlemen 
would  have  been,  "  thefe  are  but  particular  indances,  and  not 
fufficicnt  ground"  for  a  general  allegation :"  But  now,  when  the 
whole  fyftem  of  thefe  proceedings  was  laid  open,  and  the  veil, 
•which  covered  that  iniquity,  was  boldly  thrown  ofF.  they  ftill 
afFc£ted  to  doubt  its  exi.lence,  and  to  undervalue  the  magni- 
tude of  the  danger.  "  We  difapprove  (faid  they)  of  your  me- 
thod of  corre6Ving  thefe  abufes,  even  fuppofing  they  do  exift. 
Severity  is  not  the  meafure  which  fliould  be  adopted,  you 
(hould  apply  lenient  remedies.'*  He  however  differed  from 
them  totally  :  It  was  his  decided  opinion,  that  if  the  prefent 
mcalurc  fhould  not  prove  fufficiently  ftrong,  fomething  ftronger 
muft  be  refortcd  to.  The  principle  adopted  by  thefe  Societies^ 
that  of  univerfal  fuffrage,  if  once  carried  into  pradice,  muft 
put  an  end  to  the  exiftence  of  that  Houfc.  From  that  prin- 
ciple had  originated  the  great  and  tremendous  evils  which  had 
defolated  the  great  and  populous  kingdom  of  France.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  on  a  former  occafion,  that  the 
advocates  of  the  prefent  meafure  fhould  imitate  the  French 
Convention  j  but  he  had  not  told  that  Houfc  where  this  rc- 
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femblance  lay.  It  was  fomething  like  the  refembiance  be* 
twccn  Macedon  and  Monmouth :  "  There  is  a  river  in  Ma- 
cedon  and  a  river  in  Monmouth,  and  there  are  falmon  in  both/^ 
£ut  if  they  faid  that  the  friends  of  that  meafure  were  like 
the  French  Convention  in  their  condudl,  they  might,  with  as 
much  truth,  fay,  that  they  refembled  the  French  Jacobin  Clubs 
in  theirs. 

The  fcvcrc  language  that  had  been  ufed  with  refpeft  to  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  not  only  on  that  but  on  a  former  night, 
dcferved  fome  comment.  It  had  been  termed  a  credulous  or 
impofrng  Committee :  Mr.  Windham  faid  they  might  call  thofc 
who  faid  fo,  an  incredulous  or  impofrng  Oppofition.  He  did 
not  apprehend  the  fame  evil  from  the  adoption  of  that  mea- 
fure, which  feemed  to  alarm  Gentlemen  fo  much.  The  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  conveyed  no  fuch  terrors  to 
his  mind ;  it  was  a  meafure  which  had  been  frequently  adopted 
in  the  beft  times  of  this  country,  and  he  did  not  recollect  that 
it  had  ever  been  attended  with  any  bad  confcqucnces.  It  was 
not  fair  to  fay,  that,  becaufe  the  former  meafures  of  Govern- 
ment had  not  cured  thp  prefent  evil,  they  had  therefore  done 
no  good.  Mild  remedies  muft  be  ufed  llrft,  and  if  thefc 
failed,  recourfe  muit  he  had  to  others  more  harfh.  If  the 
-  meafure  propofed  ihould  prove  infufficient,  recourfe  mud  be 
had  to  others  more  efFe£lual.  The  thing  muft  be  done ;  and 
if  the  exiiling  laws  were  too  weak  to  check  the  mifchief,  laws 
of  greater  force  muft  be  made.  There  had  been  a  plan  laid, 
by  men  deeply  read  in  the  human  heart,  for  the  fubverfion  m 
every  exifting  government,  republican  as  well  as  monarchical. 
America  had  been  the  obje£b  of  that  fcheme,  as  well  as  other 
countries;  and  America  had  been  aware  of  the  fadl,  and 
taken  meafures  to  prevent  the  operation. 

Mr.  Windham  avowed,  that  he  would  oppofe  all  fchemes  of 
Parliamentary  Reform,  by  conftitutional  means,  as  long  as  the 
authors  of  them  ihould  confine  ihemfclves  to  conftitutional 
means;  and  when  they  departed  from  thofe,  by  every  means 
in  his  power.  Thefe  Societies  a£led  upon  a  general  principle 
of  deprellion ;  they  envied  every  man  in  the  country  who  hap- 
pened to  be  elevated  above  them  by  rank  or  fortune.  There 
muft  always,  he  faid,  be  a  relative  deprefEon  in  all  countries, 
and  frequently  the  moft  numerous  part  of  the  community  muft 
be  its  obje£ls.  The  leaders  of  thefe  Societies  ufed  every  en- 
deavour to  influence  the  minds  of  thofe  people,  and  to  dra\^ 
them  from  the  ftriG  line  of  their  duty,  by  mifieprefentation 
and  falfe  argument :  It  was  therefore  highly  dangerous  that 
the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  who  compofed  the  phylical 
ftrength  of  tlxc  State,  (Iiould  be  milled  by  deflgning  men,  and 
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feduced  from  the  right  line  of  their  duty.     For  thefe  reafons 
f  he  ihould  give  this  meafure  his  mod  decided  fupport* 

Lord  George  Cavendi/b  faid,  that  his  mind  was  not  fo  tainted 
with  alarm  as  to  give  up  all  his  former  opinions,'  and  tnift 
tninifters  with  extraordinary  difcretionary  power,  of  whofe  ge- 
neral principles  and  condu£i  he  did  not  approre.  If  lie 
thought  that  any  confpiracy  exifted,  which  the  laws  were  not 
fu£cient  to  check,  he  would  give  minifters  evenr  aid  in  his 
power  \  but  although,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  uiould  difier 
perhaps  from  thofe  with  whom  to  differ  feemed  almofl  like 
difFcring  with  himfelf,  yet,  till  fuch  a  cafe  was  made  outj  he 
could  not  aflent  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Drake  entered  into  a  panegyric  on  the  valour  difplayed 
in  the  war ;  and  exprefled  his  deteftation  of  the  demoniac  pro* 
ceedings  in  France,  and  his  approbation  of  the  Bill. 

Mr,  Fox  rofe,  and  faid  that  he  fhould  not  have  troubled  the 
Houfe  with  any  further  obfenrations  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
Bill,  after  having  given  his  opinion  fo  fully  upon  it  the  night 
before,  but  for  the  very  extraordinary  topics  which  had  beea 
introduced  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Windham).  If  hie 
had  exprefTed  himfelf  warmly  on  the  fubjed  of  that  Bill,  he 
beeged  leave  to  fay,  after  the  mofl  mature  refleAion,  that  he 
did  not  repent  of  fuch  warmth.  He  defired  to  be  confidered 
as  repeating  and  confirming  every  affertion :  It  was  a  BiU  cha- 
ra£teriftic  of  the  worft  times,  and  vdiich  he  feared  prediJied 
fl|uch  calamity  to  the  country;  We  were  hurrying  into  that 
mod  dangerous  and  alarming  predicament,  which  would  pro* 
duce  either  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  confufion  on  the  one 
fide,  or  that  defpotifm  of  monarchy,  which  Mr.  Hume  called 
*'  the  euthanafia  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,'*  on  the  other  |  in 
either  of  which  he  faw  the  complete  extin£lion  of  liberty; 
and  he  dreaded  to  think  what  muft  be  the  fhocking  alternative 
which  he,  and  other  men  who  loved  the  true  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  muft  be  reduced  to  in  the  impending  ftruggle. 
The  Bill  was  chara£teriftic  of  thofe  violent  times,  vi4ien,  in* 
fiead  of  being  guided  by  reafon,  we  were  to  be  put  under 
the  dominion  of  wild  paiiion,  and  when  our  pretended  alarms 
were  to  be  made  the  pretexts  fof  deftroying  the  firft  principles 
of  the  very  fyftem  which  we  aflFeded  to  revere.  Every  warm 
exprefTion,  therefore,  which  he  ufed  the  night  before,  upon 
rcfledion  he  juftified  and  repeated;  and  even  yet,  when  a 
moment  was  left,  he  deprecated  the  horror  of  pafune  that  Bill 
into  a  law.  He  would  pafs  over  all  the  lefTer  topics  of  the 
fpeech  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  in  order  to  come  to  that  moft  por- 
tentous part  of  it  which  had  made  an  impreflion  upon  his 
,mind  never  to  be  eiSFaced^  and  which  foretold  the  deftruflion 

of 
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of  the  Brttilli  confhitution.    It  was  ^n  argunutnc  updn  which 
if  the   prefcp.t  mt^afure  was  realif  foufideH,   chat  lie  hoped  ^ 
vould  even  ycc  make  the  Houfe  paufe  V^fore  they  proceeded 
further.     He  had  faidf  that  to  the  exiiling  evil  of  the  Jaco- 
biaicai  do6lrines,  remedies  ought  to  be  applied  in  grridation. 
From  mild  remedies  he  would  proceed  to  remedies  icfs  mil4> 
from  Jefs  mild  to  fcvere^and  through  all  the  degrees  of  feverity. 
What  by  this  argument  was  he  to  think  of  the  prefent  mea- 
fuTC  ?  bat  that  it  was  only  one  ftep  in  his  ladder,  and  that  if 
that  (houU  fail  of  producing  its  tSc&y  he  had  ftill  remedies 
more  fevere  in  refenre.    The  Hon.  Gentleman  ha4  tried  al- 
ready his  gentle  remedies  i  the  Alien  BiU  was  an  anodyne  y 
the  Treafonable  C-^rrefpondence  Bill  was  alfo  a  gentle  me- 
dicine \  and  as  the£e  remedies  had  failed  of  producing  the 
proper  eSed,  nay,  as  by  the  King's  Speech  it  was  faid^  that, 
notwtthftandiw  thefe  meafures,  the  evil  ftill  exifted  with  in- 
creafed  malignity,  he  was  about  to  try  this  feverer  remedy  | 
with  the  declared  intention  that  if  this  (hould  alfo  fail,  he  had 
ftill  more  violent  meafures  to  purfue.    When  the  experiment 
ihould  have  been  made,  and  proved,  like  all  the  former,  to 
have  failed  of  producing  the  cSt&s  expe^ied  (rom  it,  he  dc- 
fired  to  know  what  muft  he  the  anlwer  to  his  qucftion,  ifi 
next  year,  enough  of  the  conftitution  ihould  remain  to  enable 
him  to  put  a  queftion  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in  his  place— 
Would  he  go  beyond  that  ?  After  fufpending  |he  Habeas  Corpus 
Ad,  what  would  he  do  more?  Would  he  prohibit  all  meet- 
ings of  die  people  fo  as  to  debar  them  from  all  difcuflions  on 
poutica]  fubje^is,  and  prevent  aU  free  intercourfe  between  man 
and  man  ?  And  when  that  ihould  be  found  ineffedual,  would 
he  give  to  miniilers  the  power  of  making  arbitrary  imprifon- 
ment  perpetual?  Would  he  ilill  further  go  on  in  tiie  exa^  and 
horrid  imitation  of  the  men  who  now  held  France  in  anarchyi 
and  eftabUih  a  revolutionary  tribunal,  or  what,  perhaps,  he 
would  call  an  anti-revolutionary  tribunal  ?  Where  would  he 
ilop  ?  What  limit  did  he  propofe  to  make  ?  Was  there  00  end 
to  his  plan  of  fecurity,  until  he  ihould  accompliih  the  end 
of  annihilating  all  dodhines  that  he  might  affect  {o  dread,  or 
deftroy  ail  the  difaffe£led  fpirits  which  he  might  pretend  ex- 
ifted  in  the  country  ?  It  wtis  of  confeqiience  to  the  Houfe  to 
fee  what  they  were  doing.    They  were  told  that  what  they 
bad  done  was  not  enough  \  and  that  even  th^t  might  not  be 
cnoi^h !  Good  God,  mrt  wa^  to  be  done  after  tlukt  ?  Under 
the  colour  of  pretended  alarms,  were  we  to  go  on  to  an  un- 
limited infringement  and  demolition  of  all  the  ftirongofl  and 
moft  beautiful  parts  of  the  conftitution  ?  The  Hon.  Gentle- 
man was  offended  at  the  comparifon  that  had  been  made  be^ 
Vol.  IV.  JJ  twcen 
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tween  the  condu  A  of  miniften  and  their  adherents,  and  the 
tonduOt  of  the  prefent  rulen  in  France,  and  he  had  with 
great  felicity  quoted  the  comparifon  of  the  river  in  Macedon 
and  the  river  in  Monmouth,  as  there  was  falmon  in  both* 
With  all  refpedi  for  his  wit,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  muft  how* 
ever  be  content  to  incur  the  imputation  of  fimilarity,  when 
his  own  condud  and  that  of  tne  rulers  of  France  was  fo 
fimilar.  They  had  taken  great  pains  to  throw  odium  on  the 
pretended  defigns  of  a  Convention,  on  account  of  the  word 
Convention.  Let  Gentlemen  look  at  their  own  condu£t,  and 
fee  if  it  was  not  in  fubdance  the  fame  as  that  of  the  prefent 
French  tyrants.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  rulers 
i'\  France  ?  From  day  to  day  they  circulated  ftories  of  alarmSf 
and  plots,  and  confpiracies,  and  infurre£lions  among  the  peo- 
ple, to  inflame  and  agitate  their  minds,  and  to  fpread  panic  and 
terror  over  the  whole  country,  that  they  might  take  advantage 
of  their  fear  ,and  obtain  unlimited  power,  to  be  exercifed  in 
carrying  on  and  confirming  that  very  terror.  They  infpired 
the  d(  ubie  alarm  of  danger  from  confpiracy,  and  danger  from 
the  exerciic  of  their  own  unlimited  power,  exerted  as  it  every 
day  was>  in  the  mod  (hocking  murders,  with  hardly  the  afpe^ 
or  form  of  judicial  trial.  What  was  the  conduA  of  the  mi- 
ntflers  here?  Prccifcly  in  the  fame  manner  they  circulated 
ftories  of  alarms  and  confpiracies,  to  fill  the  public  mind  with 
fear  and,  to  ufc  the  jargon  of  the  French,  to  make  terror  the 
'  order  of  the  dav?  By  fpreading  thefe  falfe  and  idle  alarms, 
they  fucceeded  m  obtaining  powers  deftru£tive  of  the  confti- 
tutic^n,  which,  as  in  Franic,  were  to  be  exercifed  with  fuch 
inhuman  rigour,  as  to  keep  the  country  in  double  awe,  an4» 
by  foftering  indignation  and  difcontent,  give  rife  again  to  new 
jealoufies,  which  would  afford  occafion  for  ftill  further  ftretches 
of  power.  Thus  thev  followed  the  example  fet  them  by  the 
men  whofe  do(£lrines  they  pretended  to  abhor,  with  the  mod 
ihocking  fidelity.  Every  part  of  their  condud  was  built  on 
the  French  model,  and  he  dreaded  that  it  would  be  produ£live 
too  certainly  of  the  fame  effe^is. 

The  precife  queftion  for  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was,  to 
compare  the  danger  with  the  remedy.  The  pretended  danger 
was,  as  we  might  coUeA  from  the  documents  that  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  documents  that  every  one  had  feen  pub- 
lifiied  in  the  newfpapers,  that  there  was  in  certain  Societies 
a  tendency  to  a  Convention.  Whether  the  woid  Convention 
was  a  bugbear  fhat  was  to  be  held  up  to  terrify  their  imagi- 
nations, he  knew  not,  but  it  was  of  confequenco  to  inquire  a 
little  into  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  not  to  be  ftartled  at 
pames.    A  Convention,  be  fuppofedi  mean|:  no  other  than  a 
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meeting  of  the  people ;  and  if  that  meeting  were  for  the  dlA 
cuflion  of  any  fubje£l  of  general  intereft  in  a  legal  and  peace- 
able way,  there  certainly  was  nothing  in  fuch  meeting  that 
could  either  call  for  or  iuftify  any  fuch  meafure  as  the  prefent. 
To  a  Convention  that  had  for  its  purpofe  to  overawe  the  Le- 
ciflature,  and  to  obtain  anyobjea,  either  of  univeHal  fuf- 
^age«  or  other  wild  and  impradlicable  theory,  he  ihould  not 
certainly  chufe  to  give  his  countenance.    If  there  was  a  Con- 
vention either  of  individuals  for  themfelves,  or  of  delegates 
of  towns  and  diftrifb,  for  the  purpofe  of  driving,  by  petitions 
and  addreffes  to  the  three  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  prefent  moft  ruinous  and  unprovoked  war,  he 
ihould  certainly  neither  be  aihamed  or  afraid,  at  leaft  not  until 
after  the  prefent  Bill  had  pafled  into  a  law,  to  attend,  and  be  a 
member  of  fuch  Convention.    What  was  to  be  dreaded  from 
even  the  Convention  that  was  threatened,  which  the  laws  of 
the  country  were  not  of  themfelves  fufficient  to  check  ?  If 
they  meant,  by  their  intended  Convention,  to  overawe  the 
Government  of  this  country  at  a  moment  of  fuch  unprece- 
dented ftiength  as  the  Government  now  poflefled,  he  would 
fay  that  they  were  fit  for  Bedlam,  and  for  Bedlam  only.    Sp 
perfedUy  and  entirely  was  it  poflible  for  magiftrates,  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  to  execute  the  laws,  that  he  would  ven* 
ture  to  fay,  that  if  any  man,  or  men,  at  fuch  Convention,  oom« 
mitted  anv  illegal  a£i,  he  or  they  might  be  (ent  to  prifon^  and 
tried  for  tne  o&nce  as  fccurely  as  if  no  Convention  ezifted. 
The  danger  then  called  for  no  fnch  remedy,  and  it  was  not 
becaufe  any  fuch  remedy  was  necefiary  that  the  prefent  Bill 
was  introduced.    It  was  to  keep  alive  tne  pallions  of  the  peo* 
pie}  it  was  to  agitate  and  alarm  their  minds,  to  put  them 
under  the  dominion  of  terror,  and  take  from  them  the  txex» 
cife  of  their  rational  faculties.      Minifters  knew  well  the 
dangerous  predicament  in  which  they  ftood :  They  had  weakly^ 
and,  as  he  thought,  wickedly,  involved  the  country  in  a  moft 
difaftrons  war;  every  day  plunged  them  deeper  and  deeper 
in  the  fatality  which  they  had  brought  upon  their  country  | 
they  faw  no  hopes  of  extricating  the  nation  from  it  with  ho« 
nour,  nor  of  proceeding  in  it  with  fucceis,  and  they  dreaded 
all  reflexion  on  the  fubje£^ :   They  knew  that  they  had  no 
fafety  but  in  depriving  the  people  ot  repofe ;  they  knew  that 
if  tm  alarm  (hould  be  fufoended  for  a  moment,  and  it  men 
were  allowed  time  and  Idfure  for  the  exercife  of  their  under- 
ftaiidingSy  the  war,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  was  under- 
taken, would  be  fcrutinized  and  difcufled.    They  dreaded  to 
encounter  fo  hazardous  a  trial,  and  all  their  meafures  had  been 
directed  to  keep  alive  an  inceflant  commotion*  io  as  to  fu(jpeod 
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every  operation  of  the  public  intclleft.  For  that  renfon  a 
fiibfcription  h?.d  been  fet  on  foot ;  he  faid  {of  ibdt  rea/^H,  he- 
caufe  minifters  had  been  open  enough  to  acknowledge  that 
it  was  rtot  for  money.  It  was,  they  hid  declared,  to  excite  the 
zcil  of  the  people.  Zeal  was  one  of  thoife  fcnrertt  emotions 
which  would  be  favourable  to  their  viewd«  and  which,  while  k 
laftedi  would  keep  them  from  exafkiliiittg  the  obfefts  of  iu 
But  the  fubfcrlption,  he  fuppofed,  had  not  fucceedbd  to  Ac 
hoped-for  extent;  that  zeal  which  they  had  aroofed  WM  Mt 
equal,  apparently,  to  the  occafion,  and  dbey  now  ftro'^  to 
awaken  a  more  poMxrful  emotion,  Aat  of  terror  I  In  fliort*  it 
WasaGovemnient  of  paffion,  a  GotemknetK  ia  whieh  mti&ifleTft 
ftroTe  toluU  afleep  all  the  Ibber  opeTfttiiMs  of  the  mind^  and 
to  awaken  only  the  fears  and  terrors  oif  the  heart.  ReHfon 
tiiey  dreaded,  for  reafon  was  their  enemy.  Vt  was  well  &id  by 
a  pfaUofopher  oiF  great  chara£ber,  tfiat  all  men  dreaded  reafon 
wm  aded  agaiim  reafon :  And  certainly  it  was  natural,  and 
in  the  order  ox  things,  that  animals,  which,  bj  their  pnuCticC) 
oounteraAed  the  natural  courfe  and  di^ares  ot  reafon,  Ihould 
Ihrink,  and  dread  as  dteir  enemy  thofe  who  feem  to  be  guided 
by  its  wiidom. 

It  bad  been  find  that  the  Committee  had  been  fpoketi  of  in 
terms  not  the  inoft  refpedftil.  He,  for  one,  certainly  could 
not  ^peak  of  fome  Members  of  that  Committee  without  et« 
preffing  his  high  refped  and  regard  for  them.  He  was  not 
among  thofe  who  give  up  their  pcrfonal  friendihips  on  ac* 
count  of  diilerenees  in  political  opinion.     A  Noble  Lord  near 

-  him  (Lord  George  Cavendifii)  had  in  very  afieding  ternfis  de* 

JloreA  ihe  chrcun(^ance,  that,  in  the  prefent  moment,  he 
iffered  from  men  fo  near  and  dear  to  his  heart,  as  to  make 
litm  fed  it  Hke  differing  from  himfelf ;  fo  he  might  (ay  that 
for  fome  of  thofe  perfons,  though  he  had  not  ties  of  confsn-' 
guinity,  he  felt  fo  fincete  a  regard,  and  fo  poignant  a  regret 
^  difieting  from  them,  as  to  make  it  like  a  parting  from  turn* 
(elf.  His  early  habits  of  refpe£l,  his  warm  affedions,  all  led 
bim  to  that  feding ;  but  the  prefent  was  not  a  time  to  com- 
pltmcnt  men,  or  to  withhold  from  the  fevere  duties  which 
confciencc  ihipofed,  by  recolle£iions  of  tendemefs  and  efteem* 
Me  muft  fayf  then,  however  highly  he  regarded  fome  indivi- 
duals of  that  Committee,  that  it  was  made  up  of  two  cha^ 
rafiers;,  men  who  were  dupes  themfelves,  or  men  who  were 
willing  to  dupe  others.  Their  whole  Report  was  trifling  and 
inconleiquenttal  i  it  told  nothing  which  every  man  did  not  know 
before;  for  the  laft  affertion  about  arming)  the  Hon.  Gentleo- 
tifan  had  faid,  was  merely  fupplemental,  and  was  not  to  be 
taken  as  a  eomponcut  part  of  the  Report.    Theq  what  did 
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the  Report  confift  of  ?  Of  a  collediion  of  mfcn^  which  h«l 
ail  been  feen  by  the  PuUic^  and  which,  it  tacj  did  contads 
any  danger,  was  not  a  danger  of  that  day.  It  was  known  by 
CYcry  one,  and  fteps  mi^t  have  been  taken  on  die  fubje£tt 
months  ago.  Their  avowed  intention  was  to  procure  a  fyftea 
of  oniverfal  (nffirage;  and  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  faid  was 
whit  had  deftroyed  Prance.  However  freely  he  might  be  di^ 
pofed  to  ag;ree  with  him,  as  to  the  wildnefs  and  impra£licabi» 
Itty  of  nniverTal  fnffirage,  he  mud  doubt  of  the  hSt  of  its  hav^ 
ing  been  the  caufe  of  die  deftrudion  of  France. .  On  the 
contrary,  univerfal  fufirage  was  to  be  confidered  r^tner  as  the 
efftSt  thom  the  caufe;  for  the  hock  of  the  Right  Hon.  GeflH 
tleman  (Mr.  Burke)  adricfa  had  produced  fuch  eleds  (whether 
good  or  bad,  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay)  in  England,  had 
charged  upon  the  French,  that  they  had  not  a£kcd  upon  their 
own  principles,  but  had  narrowed  the  fufiage  in  a  way  tc)|uUy 
inconfiftcnt  with  their  own  do&rine.  Were  they  to  amie 
theoretically  or  praftically  from  the  example  of  France^  whicb 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  fo  inceflantly  prefented  to  them  ?  Was 
every  man,  who  had  liberty  in  bis  mouth,  to  be  confidered  as 
a  traitor,  merely  becaufe  liberty  had  been  abnfed  in  Franee, 
and  had  been  carried  to  the  mod  (hocking  Kcentioufnefs  ?  He 
would  ventuxt  to  fay,  that  if  that  was  to  be  the  confequencey 
fatal  indeed  would  it  be  for  England.  If  die  love  of  libertf 
was  not  to  be  maintained  in  Engluid ;  if  the  warm  admiratioa 
was  not  to  be  cherifted  in  the  hearts  of  the  people }  if  the 
maintenance  ef  ifbcrty  was  not  to  be  inculcated  as  a  duty ;  if 
is  was  not  to  be  levexcnced  as  our  chief  good,  as  our  boaft  and 
pride,  and  richcft  inheritance  i  vrfaat  dfe  had  we  worthy  oif 
our  care  i  Liberty  was  the  effenoe  of  the  Britifli  conftitution. 
King,  Lords,  CoiMmons,  and  Courts  of  Judicature,  were  but 
the  forms;  the  bufis  of  the  conftitntion  was  liberty,  that  grind 
and  beantifttl  f diric,  the  firft  principle  of  which  was  govern^ 
ment  bv  law,  and  which  that  day  the  Houfe  were  going  to 
fii^nd. 

Ifr.  Foktbcn  called  upon  Ac  Hon.  Gentleman  to  fay,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  true  paiailel  between  this  conntry  «id  the 
old  Muvecnient  of  FraneCf  diat  we  iho^  dread  the  fame 
tSt&  from  Jacobinical  dfftrines,  which  that  defpotic  govern- 
ment faadibflRefed  I  FnttCfhzdno HahasCarptsiA£ki  France 
Ind  110  lyftem  of  refped  lor  the  liberties  of  the  people;  ithad 
not  been  becaafeTratice  bad  held  out  a  mild  and  equal  govern«> 
ment  Ifjhivnj  that  Fran^  had  been  overcome  by  the  dodrines 
of  Ja^obinifm.  On  thf  contrary,  it  ifas  a  fair  coojefture, 
dnt  if  Fnmce  had  had  %'flaieas  torpus  A£b,  and  luul  not  fuf- 
pen49d  |t^  if  JPmmte  i^fd  4ipon  every  oecafioa  tefpeded  tb^ 
'  rights 
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.v^hts  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  thedo^hiesof  Jaco- 
binifm  would  not  have  prevailed  over  the  eftablHhed  power. 
He  ftated  this  as  not  an  improbable  conje£lure,  nor  did  he  pre- 
iame  to  lay  much  ftrefs  upon  fuch  conjeAare,  but  it  was  ma- 
jlerial  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in  fupporting  his  argument,  to 

Cove  that  the  old  government  of  France  had  been  overthrown^ 
caufe  there  was  a  want  of  power  i  for  his  argument  was» 
^t  we  muft  go  on,  from  meafure  to  meafure,  until  we  fliould 
arm  roinifters  with  fufficient  power  to  relift  and  overcome  all 
innovation*  The  defpotifm  of  Louis  XVL  had  not  been  fuf- 
licient  to  (ave  France  from  Jacobin  doflrines.  Were  they  to 
•go  beyond  that  defpotifm  to  give  them  greater  fecurity  than 
France  poflbfled  i  The  doArines  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
nan  went  to  the  utter  extinAion  of  every  veftige  of  the  con^ 
ftittttion  'f  and  fuch  was  the  cfftSt  of  his  principle,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  limit  the  progrefs  of  his  remedies;  they  were  all 
Jooe  hot  medicines;  he  did  not  admit  the  poihbility  of  doing 
any  good  by  the  contrary  pra£tice.  If  one  hot  medicine  failed, 
a  hotter  only  was  to  be  tried ;  and  thus  he  was  to  proceed^ 
through  all  the  race  of  the  moft  powerful  ftimulants,  inftead 
•f  trying  what  the  oppofite  courfe  of  cooling  mixtures  and 
f»entle  anodynes  might  produce.  What  the  nature  of  his 
provocatives  was  he  had  not  condefcended  to  ftate.  He  had 
alluded  to  bis  former  opinion,  that  if  the  laws  of  this  country 
were  not  fufficient  for  the  fuppxeffion  of  feditious  praAices, 
the  laws  of  Scotland,  not  as  they  really  exifted,  but  as  they 
were  ftated  to  exift,  fliould  be  introduced ;  and  fo  he  fup- 
pofed  one  of  his  plans  was,  that  juries  fliould  decide  by  a 
majority  inftead  of  deciding  with  unanimity ;  and  that  men 
fliould  be  puniflied  with  fentences  more  rigorous  than  imme- 
diate death ;  that  was,  fliould  be  fent  to  die  far  from  all  the 
civilized  world,  merely  on  account  of  a  political  opinion ;  and 
thefe  feverities  were  to  be  introduced  for  what  ?  Becaufe  any 
great  body  of  people  were  difafie£^ed  to  the  ftate  ?  No»  no 
fuch  thing !  It  was  the  boaft  of  minifters,  and  their  adherent% 
that  every  part  of  the  country  was  moft  ftridlly  united  kt  love 
and  attaciunent  to  the  conftitution.  All  this  then  was.to  be 
introduced,  becaufe  fome  low  perfons,  without  property,  and 
without  £onfideration,  in  the  country,  were  found  to  entea* 
tain  opinions  about  a  Parliamentary  Reform  that  were  thpvf^t 
to  be  dangerous.  How  long  would  it  take  to  eradicate  ^efe 
opinions  from  the  onnds  of  thefe  men  ?  Did  they  mean  to 
keep  them  all  in  confinement  under  this  Bill  i  They  would  be 
ibrward,  he  fuppofed,  to  difclatm  any  fuch  intention.  What 
did  they  mean  then  to  do  ?  T6  fufpend  one  of  the  grandeft 
principles  of  the  conftitution  of  Ecdandt  until  there  Hundd 
'  •  bi 
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be  found  no  men  within  the  kingdom  ttii£^ared  with  difcon- 
tent,  or  who  cherifhed  the  dcfign  of  Reform.  If  they  meant 
to  fufpcnd  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  until  fuch  time,  there  was 
an  end  of  it  in  this  country.  What  did  they  declare  by  thia 
to  all  mankind  ?  That  there  was  no  period  when  it  would  be 
poflible  to  reftore  to  the  country  that  grand  and  ineftimaUe 
right ;  that  the  conftitution  of  £ngland  was  fit  only  for  an 
Utopian  fociety,  where  all  men  lived  in  perfefl  concord, 
without  one  jarring  fentiment,  withc^ut  one  difcontented  fed- 
ing;  but  that  it  was  utterly  unfit  for  a  world  of  mortal  and 
mixed  men,  unfit  for  any  ftate  of  fociety  that  ever  did  exift 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  or^hat  was  ever  likely  to  exilL 
Never,  never  then,  upon  this  dodrine,  was  it  probable  that 
we  (hould  again  recover  that  moft  elTential  part  of  the  Britiih 
conftitution  ;  for  it  was  not  the  will  of  Providence  that  fociety 
ihouid  be  formed  fo  perfed  ai^d  unmixed,  fo  free  from  att 
paffions,  as  to  meet  the  ideas  uppn  which  it  was  contended 
that  the  conftitution  of  England  could  be  with  fafety  conferred 
upon  them. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  example  of  France  threatened  not 
only  this,  but  all  the  countries  of  the  world.  Whatever  tbe 
Hon.  Gentleman  might  feel  upon  this  fubjed,  there  weie 
feveral  countries  who  thought  differently,  or  which  at  ieaft 
did  not  feek  their  prote^iion  by  fimilar  meafures*  They 
found  their  fafer  courfe  was  in  being  neutral  as  to  the  war* 
and  in  preferving  to  their  people  the  bleiTings  of  peace  and 
induftry.  *^  But  America  even  felt  alarmed.^  If  it  was  true 
that  America  felt  alarmed,  it  would  be  wife  for  that  Houfe  to 
obferve  what  had  been  her  condudi  in  that  alarm.  Had  (he 
involved  herielf  in  a  tei/um  internecinum  to  exterminate  FrencI^ 
principles  i  Had  (he  fufpended  her  Habeas  Corpus  KGt  ?  Had 
(he  pafled  an  Alien  Bill r  A  Treafonable Correfpondence  Bill? 
Had  (he  (hocked  e^'ery  feeling,  and  every  humane  and  confi* 
.  derate  mind,  by  the  fcandalous  rigour  of  her  legal  puni(b- 
ments  ?  Had  (he  plunged  her  country  into  a  war,  and  loaded 
her  people  with  new  and  exce(rive  burdens?  No;  (he  had 
maintained  a  ftri£t  and  perfe£t  neutrality,  as  to  the  bellige- 
rent powers ;  and  (he  had  protected  herfelf  at  home,  by  exhi- 
biting to  her  people  all  the  beauties  of  their  own  fyftem,  by 
fecunng  to  them  all  their  privileges  ix\  their  full  enjoyment, 
by  enlarging  rather  than  abridging  their  liberties,  and  by 
(hewing  that.  Go  far  from  dreading  c.QmparifQn,  they  placed 
their  confidence  in  leaving  to  the  free  judgment  of  the  people 
ftit  moft  ample  difcuflfion  of  political  dofkrines. 

With  regard  to  the  perfons  who  compofed  thofe  Societies, 
be  certainly  knew  little  of  them  *,  ic  could  not  be  fuppofed 
Uu^t  he  entertained  any  partial  opinion  towards  them,  at  leaft 

if 
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if  men  were  Co  judge  of  the  opinion  they  had  al\ray:i  delivered 
of  him  'y  they  had  never  failed  ta  fpeak  of  Oppofition,  and  of 
himfeif  perionallyi .  with  eza&iy  the  fame  expretlions  as  they 
bad  ofed  towards  Adminiftration.  The  fame  dillruft  of  their 
condu£t,  the  fame  avowed  hoftility  appeared  in  their  writings 
to  both.  They  had  certainly  paid  him  perfonaliy  a  compii- 
menty  in  mentioning  him  at  the  fame  time  with  die  Right 
Hon.  Gendeman  oppofite,  as  far  as  regarded  the  fpletiJii 
talents  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman ;  but  it  was  not  equally 
flattering  to  him  to  be  put  on  a  comparifon  with  that  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  in  re^rd  to  their  right  to  the  confidence  of 
the  Public.  It  was  not  likely,  therefore,  that  he  was  actuated 
by  any  partial  regard  to  thefe  Societies ;  but  he  confidcred  it 
as  an  unwife  and  illiberal  courfe  to  take  advantage  of  any  cdinm 
that  there  might  be  againft  perfons,  in  order  to  ftigm^iiize 
Bieafures  which  might  otherwife  be  good. 

Though  there  were  among  thofe  Societies  men  of  low  ar.d 
defperate  fortunes,  who  might  be  very  ready  to  embrace  any 
enterprife^  however  hazardous,  and  though  there  might  be 
others,  whom  he  believed,  from  their  charadlers,  to  pofrci's 
wicked  intentions,  yet  ftill  that  was  no  argument  with  him  for 
eafting  a  general  obloquy  on  meafures  which  were  in  thcn^  - 
(elves  harmlefs.  To  deny  to  the  people  the  right  of  difcuilicr^ 
becaufe,  upon  fome  occafions,  that  right  had  been  exerciftd 
by  indifcreet  or  bad  men,  was  what  he  could  not  fubfcribe  to. 
The  right  of  popular  difcuflion  was  a  falutary  and  an  eflcntial 
privilege  of  the  fubjed.  He  would  not  anfwer  long  for  the 
conduS  of  Parliament,  if  it  were  not  fubje£l  to  the  jealoufy 
of  the  people.  They  all  entertained  becoming  refped  for  the 
Executive  Government,  that  was  for  the  chief  magiftrate  of 
the  kingdom,  but  their  refped  for  the  King  did  not  prevent 
the  vigilance  of  Parliament.  In  his  opinion,  the  beft  fecuritv 
for  the  due  maintenance  of  the  conftitution,  was  in  the  ftri^ 
and  inceflant  vigilance  of  the  people  over  Parliament  itfelf. 
Meetings  of  the  people,  therefore,  for  the  difcuffion  of  public  , 
obje^lsy  were  not  merely  legal,  but  laudable ;  and,  unlefs  it 
was  to  be  contended  that  there  was  fome  magic  in  the  word 
ConTentiont  which  brought  with  it  diforder,  anarchy,  and 
ruin,  he  could  perceive  no  juft  ground^  for  demoliihing  the 
Conftitution  of  England,  merely  oecaufe  it  was  intended  eo 
hold  a  meetiM  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamenunp 
Reform.  WiSk  fcfpeA  to  their  plan,  that  of  univerfal  (uU 
frage,  he  never  had  bac  one  opinion  on  the  fubje£l.  He 
had  conftantlyr  and  uniformly  coniidered  univerfal  fuf* 
frage  as  a  wild  and  ridiculous  idea.  When  his  Noble  Rela^ 
tion,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  had  one  day  taken  pains  to 
explain  his  ideas  on  this  fubje£t,  a  learne4and  iogenious  friepd 
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of  his  faid  to  him,  with  as  much  truth  as  wit,  "  My  Lord;  t 
think  the  beft  part  of  your  Grace's  pka  is  Us  utter  im- 
pradicability.*'  He  had  alwa[ys  thought  that  it  was  im- 
practicable ;  and  though  he  could  not  agree  with  the  opinion^ 
that  rather  than  continue  the  prefent  ftate  of  reprefentation, 
he  would  incur  all  the  hazards  of  univerfal  fufnrage,  yet  he 
was  ready  to  fay,  that  the  meafure  of  lail  year,  the  horrid  ^nd 
dcteftable  profecutions,  the  fcandalous  fentences  that  had 
been  pafied,  and  the  fcandalous  way  in  which  they  had  beed 
executed,  did  not  tend  to  make  him  wi(h  lefs  than  heretofore 
for  fome  reform,  that  (houJd  protect  the  country  againft  thefc 
violations  of  good  fenfe,  propriety,  and  juftice. 

If  the  Habeas  Corpus  hOt  were  fufpended  upon  fuch  an  ar« 
gumem  as  had  been  advanced  that  night,  and  they  were  to  go^ 
on  ftcpby  ftep,  as  they  were  threatened,  with  the  introduction  o£ 
the  Scots  Criminal  Code,  with  the  extindlion^  perhaps,  of  the 
Trial  by  Jury,  and  he  fliould  then  be  afked  what  was  his  opi- 
nion, he  did  not  know  but  he  fhould  be  ready  to  prefer  any* 
change  to  futh  a  horrid  Ctuation  as  the  country  would  be  theri 
reduced  to.  He  made  no  fcruple  to  own,  that  the  events  whic!^ 
had  lately  pafled  in  France,  had  made  a  mod  powerful  imprefCon 
on  his  mmd.  He  (hould  not  do  juftice  to  himfelf,  if  he  did 
not  frankly  confefs,  that  they  had  ferved  to  corre£t  feveral 
opinions  which  he  previoufly  held  \  they  had  ferved  alfo  \o 
confirm  many  former  opinions.  They  had  convinced  his  mind 
4)f  the  truth  of  an  obfervation  of  Cicero,  one  of  the  moft  com- 
mon, which  was  early  taught  in  their  grammars,  buc  from 
which,  when  a  boy,  lus  heart  revolted.    It  was  this : 

''  Iniquiffimaitt  paeem  juftiflimo  bdlo  aatefcro." 

He  had,  in  the  ardour  natural  to  youth,  thought  this  a  mofb 
horrid  and  degrading  fentiment.  What,  give  up  a  juil  and 
glorious  caufe,  mereiy  on  account  of  the  dangers  and  perhap$ 
the  miferies  of  war<  When  he  came  to  maturer  years,  he 
thought  the  femiment  at  leaft  doubtful,  but  he  was  at  that 
moment  ready  to  confefs,  that  the  events  of  the  French  revo?- 
lution  had  made  the  wifdom  of  the  fentiment  clear  and  mani- 
fcft  to  his  mind.  He  was  ready  to  fay,  that  he  could  hardly 
frame  to  himfelf  the  condition  of  a  people  in  which  he  would 
Dot  rather  covet  to  continue,  than  to  advife  them  to  fly  to 
arms,  and  ftrivc  to  £eek  redrefs  through  the  unknoM^^n  miferies 
of  a  revolution^  Our  own  glorious  revolution  had  been  hap* 
pily  clear  of  all  thefe  horrors :  That  of  1641  had  fbewn  a  great 
deal  of  this  kind  of  calamity  ^  but  the  French  revolution  had 
exhibited  the  fcene  in  its  mpft  (hocking  afpeft.  The  more, 
however,  that  his  heart  was  weaned  from  fuch  experiments. 
Vol.  IV.  I  the 
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^e  more  be  detefted  and  abhorred  all  ads  on  tbe  part  of  any 
govern  mentf  whicb  tended  to  exafperate  the  people,  to  en« 
gender  difcontent,  to  alienate  their  bearts,  and  to  fpirit  them 
up  to  refiftance,  and  to  the  defire  of  change.    The  more  he 
deprecated  refiftance,   the  more  he  felt  bound  to  oppofe  all 
foolifli  and  prefumptuous  afts  on  the  part  of  Government,  by 
whicb  they  (hewed  difdain  for  the  feelings  of  the  people,  or 
by  which  tney  ftrovc  to  keep  down  all  complaint  by  inhuman 
feverities.      He  was  convinced  that  wife  men,    deliberately 
weighing  the  relative  duties  of  government  and  people,  and 
judging  of  human  nature  as  it  was,  would  fee  the  wifdom  of 
mutual  conceiEons,  would  recommend  incrfiunt  conciliation^ 
9nd  would  deplore  ail  me^fures  which  could  exafperate  and 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  to  wifh  for  the  horrors  of  a 
change.   Nothing  was  fo  clear  from  all  the  hiftory  of  England, 
sis  that  we  had  never  been  fo  fortunate  as  when  the  Govern-t 
ment  had  poociliated  the  people ;   never  fo  miferable  as  whea 
a  wretched  fyftem  of  persecution  had  been  unhappilv  and  un- 
wifely  adopted  by  minifters.    Perfecution  had  never  been  fuc- 
cefsful  in  extirpating  oppofition  to  any  fyftem  either  religious 
or  civil.     It  was  not  merely  the  divinity  of  Chriftianity  that 
had  made  it  triumph ;  for  other  religions)  certainly  not  divine, 
but  which  were  founded  in  impofture,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
the  wildeft  (eCts,  had  thriven  and  flouriflied  under  perfecution,. 
on  account,  as  he  believed,  of  that  very  perfecution.    The 
human  mind  was  roufcd  by  oppreffion ;  and  fo  far  from  yield- 
ing to  perfecution,  exerted  all  its  energies  in  confequence  of 
the  attacks  it  had  to  encounter.     Was  it  believed,  that  if  there 
was  a  party  in  this  country,  who  cheriftied  in  their  hearts  the 
defire  of  reform,  the  fentiment  could  be  extirpated  by  excr«» 
cifing  over  the  individuals  legal  feverities  i  Impotent  were  the 
men  who  thought  that  opinions  could  be  fo  encountered. 
There  were  fpme  things  that  were  moft  fuccefsfully  vanquiftied 
by  neglea.     America  held  out  to  us  the  true  courfe  and  the 
vife  leeling.     Let  u?,  like  her,  demonftrate  to  every  man  the 
bleflings  of  our  fyftem  !    Let  us  Ihew  that  we  not  only  were 
iconvinced  that  it  was  good,  but  that  it  would  bear  to  be  exa- 
inined  and  compared  with  any  other  fyftem  !  Let  us  make  the 
people  proud  to  court  comparifon  ;    and  ftrive  rather  to  add 
new  bleffings  to  thofe  they  enjoyed,  than  to  abridge  thofc  which 
they  already  poflefled  !    Let  us  think  for  a  moment  what  muft 
be  the  joy  which  this  meafure  would  produce  in  France, 
JIow  wQuld  it  be  reccifcd  in  the  Convention  ?  Barrere  would» 
no  doubt,  triumphantly  hold  it  forth  as  a  proof  that  all  the 
ftories  which  l)e  had  tried  to  propagate  in  France,    of  there 
teing  a  party  In  this  country  favourable  to  them,  were  true'. 

Ac 
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At  laft,  he  would  fay^  it  ha4  broken  out  to  fuch  a  height,  that 
'minifters  could  no  longer  think  the  Government  fafe,  and  the 
conftirution  was  to  be  fufpended  in  order  to  prote£i  the  ftat6 
againft  the  French  party.  If  any  accounts  of  the  true  ftate  of 
this  kingdom  had  reached  France,  which  told  them  that  we 
were  united  almoft  as  one  man  againft  all  dodrines  which  led 
to  anarchy,  Barrcr^  would  hold  up  the  prefent  meafure  in 
contradiflion  to  that  faithful  report,  and  fay,  that  it  was 
obvious  there  muft  be  a  formidable  party  in  England  for 
Frcndi  dodlrines,  when  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  branches  of 
our  boaftcd  conftitution  was  to  be  lopped  from  the  tree.  Nay, 
though  he  for  one  had  always  treated  with  fcorn  the  idea  of 
an  invafion,  he  aflced  thofe  who  held  out  that  fear  to  the 
country,  if  any  thing  could  be  more  likely  to  induce  the 
French  to  undertake  fuch  an  enterprife,  than  by  thus  giving 
to  them  the  imprcITion  that  we  were  threatened  with  an  infur- 
rcStion  at  home  I  Some  words  had  pafled,  as  if  he  had  the 
night  before  faid  that  he  would  withdraw  his  attendance  from 
the  Houfe.  He  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  fay,  that 
he  (hould  zGt  in  this  refpe£l  as  upon  reflection  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  his  conftituents.  But  he  certainly  had  not  faid 
that  he  (hould  withdraw  from  the  Houfe.  [He  concluded 
with  a  ftrong  admonition  to  the  Houfe  on  the  prefent  alarming 
meafure.]  He  faw  it  was  to  pafs ;  that  further  efl^ort  was 
vain  i  that  the  precipitation  with  which  it  had  been  hurriM 
on,  made  it  idle  for  him  to  hope  that  argument  would  indute 
them  to  hefitate ;  all  that  remained  for  him  was  to  pronounce 
his  folemn  proteft  againft  a  meafure  pregnant  with  confe- 
quences  fo  fatal  to  the  cftabliihed  order,  and  ftrengch,  and  free- 
dom of  the  country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  that  froAi  the  lafc- 
nefs  of  the  hour,  and  having  but  little  inclinatibn  to  go  much 
at  length  into  a  queftton  which  had  been  already  fo  fully  dif- 
cufled,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  detain  tlie  Houfe  for  any  great 
length  of  time}  and,  indeed,  the  vcr^  able  manner  In  which 
his  Hon.  Friends  had  already  argued  it,  rendered  it  Unnecef- 
fary  for  him  to  fay  much.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox)  commenced,  and  had  Concluded,  his  fpeecl,  by  holdfng 
out,  as  an  incontrovertible  argument,  that  the  meafores  at 
prefent  ncceflarily  adopted  by  Adminiftration,  Would  impair 
materially,  if  not  totally  deftroy,  the  conftitution  of  thi» 
country  \  a  mode  of  reafoning  that  he  could  nevet  fufFer  to 
pafs  without  a  reply.  Purfuing  that  ftrain  of  argument,  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  pronounced,  in  terms  of  Unrivalled  elo- 
quence, a  moft  pathetic  funeral  oration  on  the  fuppofed  de- 
parted liberties  of  Brjtifli  fubjcfls,   which  he  had  ftated  as 

1  a  ,  having 
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laving  expired  with  the  introduction  of  the  prefent  Bill)  a 
Bill}  in  his  mind,  nothing  worfe,  or  more  dangerdus  in  it$ 
confequence,  than  what  had  been  known,  from  the  experience 
and  practice  of  our  anceftors,  to  be  a  wife  and  proper  meafure, 
when  the  exifting  circumftances  of  the  country  demanded  fuch 
a  nieafure,  and  required  that  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Go« 
Vernment  fliould  be  ftrengthened.  That  neceffity,  however 
difficult  it  might  be  to  convince  that  Hon.  Gentleman  of  its 
exiftence,  who  was  not  much  inclined  to  be  alarmed  in  any 
£tuation,  he  trufted,  had  been  fully  made  out  to  the  Houfe, 
and  to  all  thofe  who  had  given  themfelves  the  trouble  of  be* 
flowing  the  flighted  confideration  on  the  fubjeA }  and  fuch 
neceffity  having  been  proved  to  exift,  it  came  then  to  be  con- 
£dered,  whether  the  danger  was  of  fufficient  magnitude  to 
juftify  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  which,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  was  the  only  queftion  for  confideration  before 
the  Houfe.  That  meafure,  he  granted,  was  of  confiderable 
importance  \  it  was  a  remedy  only  to  be  applied  when  the 
emergency  was  fo  great  as  really  to  call  for  it.  The  fair 
queftion,  therefore,  which  Gentlemen  were  to  put  to  their 
own  minds,  was  this.  Whether  the  danger  with  which  the 
government  and  the  conftitution  of  the  country  was  threat* 
cned  by  the  praftices  now  expofed,  was,  or  was  not,  greater 
than  anv  danger  which  could  refult  from  putting  into  the 
hands  ot  the  Executive  Government,  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  power,  fbr  the  purpofc  of  rcfifting  what  they  confi- 
dercd,  and  what  Parliament  confidered,  a  very  dangerous 
confpiracy  ?  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  carried  his  argument 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  if  the  Bill  pafled,  all  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  all  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  would  be  at  once 
deftroyed ;  a  doftrine  which  he  could  never  admit,  by  what- 
ever ability  or  eloquence  it  might  be  fupportcd.  On  that 
point  it  was  important  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  a 
point  which  had  not  yet  been  touched  on  by  any  of  thofe  who 
had  argued  the  queftion,  that  the  Bill  was  limited  in  its 
<luration,  was  but  a  temporary  meafure,  adapted  to  a  prefent 
exifting  evil,  and  was  to  continue  in  force  for  little  more  than 
fix  months^  and  th'at  it  inveftcd  the  Executive  Government 
with  a  temporary  difcrctionary  power,  to  imprifon  fufpefted 
perfons  for  that  limited  time,  without  bringing  them  to  trial  \ 
all  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  all  the  privileges  of  Parliament, 
remaining  uninterruptedly  the  fame,  attaching  all  the  time  the 
fame  refponfibility  upon  rainifters  to  which  they  were  liable  in 
every  other  fituation  in  which  they  afted,  and  equally  anfwer- 
able  for  any  abufe  of  this  power,  if  they  (hould  abufe  it,  as 
they  were  for  the  abufe  of  any  other  difcrctionary  po\ver  which 

was 
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was  veiled  in  them.  Stating  the  queftion,in  that  view,  which 
was  the  real  and  proper  ftate  of  it,  could  any  Gentleman  think 
that  all  the  liberties,  of  the  fubjeft,  and  all  the  privileges  of 
Parliament,  would  be  fo  completely  annihilated  by  the  Bill^ 
as  to  make  it  a  queftion,  whether  a  Member  of  Parliament 
ought,  or  ought  not,  to  give  up  his  attendance  in  Parliament, 
or  the  intereft  of  his  conftituents?  He  would  not  do  thofe 
Hon.  Gentlemen  the  injuftice  to  fuppofe  that  any  of  theni 
thought  fo  for  a  moment ;  and  it  would  not  be  doing  juftice 
to  their"  own  chara£lers,  were  ihey  to  make  any  fuch  declara- 
tion. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  and  thofe  who  argued  on  the 
fame  (ide  with  him,  had  contended,  that  in  this,  and  other 
meafures  of  Government,  there  appeared  a  ftrong  imitation 
of  the  French  fyftem  of  procedure ;  upon  what  grounds  they 
Icnew  bed ;  hitherto  they  had  never  taken  the  trouble  of  ex- 
plaining them  to  the  Houfe.     Wherein  was  the  comparifoa 
.  to  be  found  ?   He  begged  Gentlemen  to  attend  a  little  to  the 
comparative  ftate  of  the  two  countries.     Here  a  cafe  had  been 
ftated,  and  clearly  made  out,  proving  that  there  was  a  party 
in  this  country,   whofe  avowed  fyftem  aimed  at  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  civilized  order,  the  annihilation  of  Parliament,  and 
the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  itfelf,  by  the  introduAion 
of  Jacobinifm,  which  had  already  proved  fo  fatal  to  France,  and 
at  that  moment  threatened  the  diflblution  of  every  eftablifiied 
government  in  Europe !    Such  being  the  cafe  in  this  country. 
It  was  propofcd  to  prevent  the  calamitous  efFedls  of  this  dan- 
gerous confpiracy,  by  the  adoption  of  a  legal  meafure,  limited 
in  its  duration,  and  which  the  experience  and  wifdom  of  our 
anceftors  had  approved,  and  found  highly  beneficial.    What 
then  was  to  be  compared  to  this  in  the  fituation  of  France, 
under  the  influence  of  the  prefent  ruling  power  in  that  coun- 
try, mifcalUd  2,  government  ?    a  power  which,  to  fupport  its 
reprobated,  detellable,  and  prefumptuous  ufurpation,  had  re- 
courCe  to  every  ftratagem  that  fraud,  robbery,  and  injuftice 
could  fuggeft.     It  was  therefore  unfair  to  impofe  any  fuch 
comparifons  upon  that  Houfe;    for,   in  the  prefent  iiiftance, 
we  were  doing  no  more  than  refitting  French  crimes,  by  op- 
pofing  to  them  French  principles ;  and  between  them  it  would 
not  be  faid,  there  could  be  found  the  leaft  comparifon,  ana- 
logy, or  imitation.     The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  next 
proceeded,  in  the  climax  of  his  imagination,  to  augur  confe* 
quences  the  moft  portentous,   ominous,   and  inaufpicious, 
from   the  arguments  of  the   Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham)  who  fat  near  him  ;  and,  taking  that  to  be  the  firit 
ft^p  of  the  ladder  which  he  fuppofcd  reared  for  the  dettruc- 
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tton  of  the  conftitutipn,  feemed  dreadrully  afraid  about  the 
extent  to  which  that  reafoning  might  be  carried;  and  on  Uiat 
point  he  had  produced  fomewhat  of  an  extraordinary  kind  of 
:irgument.,  which  was,  that  becaufe  all  the  meafures  which 
had  yet  been  taken  had  proved  ineffc£tual  to  check  the  progrefs 
of  the  evil  they  had  been  applied  to  remedy,  Gentlemen  were 
not  to  perfeverc  in  endeavouring  to  overcome  the  evil  by  the 
application  of  means  ftronger  and  more  elEcacious.  Here  it 
might  be  aikcd,  if  thofe  meafures  had  not  been  adopted,  and 
the  vigilance  of  Government  exerted,  whether  thofe  eviU 
•would  now  have  been  greater  than  they  were  ?  and  whether, 
if  no  fach  (Icps  had  been  taken  during  the  lad  two  years,  we 
ihould  not  have  enjoyed  the  fame  tranquillity  that  had  pre- 
vailed during  that  period  ?  The  faft  was,  if  thcfe  meafures 
had  not  been  adopted,  they  fliould  have  been  hurried  much 
fader  to  the  fame  fcenes  of  mifc^ef  which  were  opened  to 
their  view,  and  from  the  dreadful  confequcnces  of  which  they  .■ 

had  been  faved  by  the  vigilance  of  Parliament  an(}  tlieexer-  -^s^j^ 

tiOQS  of  Government,  aflifled  by  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  '^ 

country.  He  next  proceeded  to  fay,  that  if  they  dreaded  all 
that  their  alarms  fuggefted,  and  had  found  that  the  meafures 
adopted  lad  year  had  not  fucceeded  in  checking  thofe  parties^ 
they  ought  not  to  perfevere  in  meafures  of  feverity,  when 
there  was  reafon  to  think  fuch  meafures  had  been  of  little 
avail,  and  that  meafures  of  a  more  cool  and  moderate  nature 
would  be  more  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuecefs :  But  to  what 
did  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  propofe  to  apply  thofe  mild 
and  moderate  remedies  ?  Did  he  fuppofe  that  the  progrefs  of 
a  Jacobin  Convention,  were  it  to  be  once  edabliihed  in  this 
country,  was  to  be  dopped,  or  its  confequences  avoided,  by 
indulgence  and  concelTion  ?  or  that  indulgence  and  conceflion 
were  fit  to  be  oppofed  to  fo  daring  an  attempt  upon  the  exid- 
cncc  of  the  conditution  ?  He  might  wifli  to  prefcrvc  the  Bri- 
tifli  conditution,  but  that  would  be  a  thing  impofTiblc,  if  thefe 
Societies  met  with  indulgence  9r  conceflion.  Their  own 
language  clearly  exprefied,  that  they  would  make  no  compro- 
mifet  and  it  mud  be  clear  that  no  conceflion  would  fati&fy 
them  fliort  of  a  furrender  of  the  Britifli  conditution.  It  mud 
therefore  appear  that  refidance,  and  the  drongcd  rcfidancc 
*  that  could  be  made,  was  abfolutely  neccfl*ary,  notwithdanding 
all  that  had  been  augured  in  fo  prophetic  a  drain  againd  the 
adoption  of  fevere  meafures,  even  in  extreme  cafes.  The 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  if  there  were  fuch  perfoHs, 
tQ  be  fure  they  could  not  like  them ;  but  let  them  not  imagine 
that  perfccution  would  get  the  better  of  their  opiniotis,  what- 
ever they  might  be.    If  fuch  toleration  of  opinion;}  uujht  xq 
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be  granted  to  perfons  of  the  defcription  which  the  members 
of  tliofe  Societies  prove  d  to  be,  to  wfiat  did  it  amount  ?  It 
amonnted  to  a  toleration  of  the  woril  fpecies  of  anarchy^ 
iedition,  and  treafon.  In  his  idea  of  pcrfecuting  for  political 
opinions,  the  Rioht  Hon.  Gentleman  need  not  fuppofcihaC 
there  was  any  particular  intention^  by  that  Bill,  to  go  too 
•  great  a  length  in  that  way ;  and,  once  for  all,  to  anfwcr  the 
queftton  of  "  where  are  you  to  Hop  ?"  that  it  was  not  proper 
that  the  limit  of  their  remedies  ihould  be  ever  declared,  or 
that  they'fliould  pronounce  that  this  was  the  iaft  remedy  to 
which  they  would  have  rccourfc ;  he  would  at  the  fame  time 
fay,  that  profccution,  in  no  inftance,  ought  to  extend  beyond 
ivhat  the  real  neceility  of  the  cafe  required ;  and  the  tempo- 
rary means  propofed  by  the  prefent  iiill  might  be  fuppofcd  the 
bell  remedy  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  (hould  next  come 
to  thofe  points  on  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fcemcd 
to  have  argued  at  a  much  greater  length  than  he  thought  nc- 
ceflary,  viz,  the  degree  of  neceifity  that  exillcd,  the  proofs  of 
that  neceility,  and  the  nature  of  the  remedy  applied  to  the 
cafe.  Upon  ihefe  fever al  points,  he  conreived,  the  Houfe  was 
already  pcrfeftly  fatisfied ;  and  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (hould  have  introduced  into  tliat  part 
of  his  fpecch,  fo  much  in  favour  of  the  right  which  the  peo- 
ple had  to  meet  for  legal  purpofcs  in  a  conllitutional  way,  or 
their  right  to  petition  Parliament  for  a  reform  in  the  Rcprc- 
fentatiou,  bccaufe  thcfc  were  points  which  had  never  been  dif- 
puted,  and  i^ad  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  queftion  be- 
fore the  Houfe.  With  regard  to  the  policy  of  fuch  an  ap- 
plication to  Parli.^ment,  when  that  queftion  came  regularly 
before  the  Houfe  Iaft  year,  he  had  fully  declared  his  fentimcnts 
on  that  fubje£t,  and  on  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  his  opi-*^ 
nions  dill  remained  the  iV.mc:  But  furely  no  perfon  would 
prefumc  to.  fay,  that  there  cxilted  the  moft  remote  analogy 
•between  legal  Societies  for  obtaining  Reform  in  Parliameut, 
with  an  intention  and  defire  legally  and  conftitutionally  to 
improve  the  Reprefentation,  and  that  Convention  propofed  by 
the  Jacobin Soeieties,  whofe  object  was  the  deftrudiion  of  Pai- 
Jiamepi,  and  not  its  improvement.  That  that  was  their  dc- 
fign,  was  clearly  proved  by  the  authority  of  their  own  records: 
The  bulk  of  them  did  not  even  pretend  that  Reform  was  eithcv 
their  view  or  their  wifti ;  fuch  a  meafure  was  neither  in  their 
mouths,  nor  in  their  minds-,  neither  did  their  actions  in  any 
fort  correfpond  with  the  adtions  of  men  whowifhed  well  ip 
.their  country.  To  give  any  fanclion  to  them,  under  the  in;* 
prcQion  tlut  their  object  was  a  legal  and  couftitutional  Rcto:ni, 
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was  too  ridiculous  an  idea  to  admit  even  of  a  moment's  con-> 
iideration :  As  well  might  they  talk  of  giving  their  fan£lion  to 
legal  confpiracy  and  legal  aflaflination,  as  imagine  that  thofe 
Societies  had  any  legal  or  virtuous  purpofe  whatever  in  their 
fyftem  !  [To  corroborate  this  argument  the  Chancellor  of  th« 
Exchequer  read  various  Extradls  from  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society  for  Conflitutional  Information,  and  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society.]  Thefe  Societies  were, he  faid,  the  main 
fprings  of  this  dcltruflive  fyftem,  which  called  aloud  for  fuch 
immediate  and  fuch  powerful  rcfiftancc.  What  he  had  read 
from  their  own  books,  proved  fufficiently,  in^  his  mind,  that  it 
was  through  hvpocrify  they  pretended  their  objeft  was  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  and  that  they  ufed  it  merely  as  a  pretext 
or  maik  for  their  real  and  mifchievous  defigns ;  and  the  papers 
inferted  in  their  Report  were,  in  his  opinion,  a  full  and  com- 
plete anfwer  to  fuch  Gentlemen  as  endeavoured  to  confound 
thofe  men  with  Parliamentary  Reformers,  and  alfo  to  refute 
the  charge  made  by  thofe  who  had  infifted  that  the  Report 
contained  no  new  matter  whatever.  In  one  oC  their  proceed- 
ings they  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
watching  over  the  condu£t  of  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  con- 
troul  any  proceeding  which  might  appear  to  them  improper  i 
And  that  they  were  to  tffcSt  through  the  organ  of  a  Conven- 
tion,  expreiling  at  the  fame  time^  that  as  no  redrefs  of  griev* 
ances  could  be  expeAed  from  that  quarter,  it  became  their  duty 
to  repel  tyranny  by  the  fame  means  by  which  it  was  fup- 

Sorted.  On  that  point  he  could  not  but  exprefs  his  furprife  at 
earing  the  fame  arguments  ufed  by  that  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman which  had  been  ufed  on  a  former  night,  refpe^ling  the 
right  which  exiftcd  in  the  people  at  large  to  watch  over  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  to  interfere  when  any  meafure 
was  going  forward  which  they  might  conceive  inimical  to  their 
intercfts.  What  moft  aftoniihed  him  was,  that  any  argument 
of  that  fort  (hould  be  oiFered  as  a  palliation  for  the  condud  of 
that  Society;  fince,  after  the  union  with  the  other  in  the  fame 
fyftem,  and  for  the  fame  obje£ts,  they  avowedly  came  to  re- 
folutions,  that  they  fhould  not  appeal  to  Parliament  for  re- 
drefs of  their  fuppofed  grievances,  but  were  to  proceed  to 
ads  of  authority  and  controul  over  the  funftions  of  Par- 
liament, 

With  regard  to  nothing  new  being  contained  in  the  Report, 
it  was  in  itfelf  a  matter  of  indifference,  whether  the  inform- 
jition  contained  in  it  was  old  or  new,  provided  it  was  con- 
(idered  to  fubftantiate  the  grounds  upon  which  the  alarm  had 
taken  place.  However,  in  point  of  faft,  they  were  not  old 
proofs  which  it  contained  -,  for^  until  the  feizure  of  the  pa* 

pers, 


kffAT  17.}       VOObr ALL'S  ^ARLIAMBKTARlr  BEPORTtL  ^5 

pers>  the  corceipoadeace  with  the  Club  at  Norwich  was  nevei 
known  >  ^nd  that  was  onepf  the  moft  important  difcoveriei 
thefe  papers  cpntauied,  as  it  had  brought  to  light  the  general 
defigo  of  a&mbling  their  Jacobin  ConventioiH  As  to  what 
was  known  two  years  ago^  could  any  perfon  fay,  that  thefe 
tranfa^ions  were  unconneded  with  tne  fubfcquent  and  pro« 

geffive  proceedings  of  thofe  Societies,  and  that  they  did  not 
ran  a  very- material  link  of  that  chain  of  conduA  which  it 
was  neceffary  to  trace  from  its  firft  commencement  down  t0 
the  prefent  moment  ?  One  part  of  the  Report,  however,  thf 
Right  Hon  ^C^tleman  had  admitted  to  be  new,  that  which 
ftated  tl^  thefe  Societies  were  preparing  to  put  arms  into  th<^ 
han4s.  of  thofe  who  were  to  carry  their  defigns  into  executioiH 
That  at^de  of  the  Report  had  been  fomewhat  curiouQy  ob* 
je&ecito,  A4t  not  being  in  the  body  of  the  Report,  but  giveii 
as  a  feparate  article,  it  was  therefore  lefs  authentic.  1a 
anfwer  to  du^  he  ihould  mention^  that  that  piece  of  inform^ 
adon  was  cautioufly  given,  becaufe  the  Committee,  at  the 
time  their  Report  was  made  up,  had  not  been  able  to*  mak^ 
£0  fuH  am  inquiry  into  that  matter  as  the  importance  of  th< 
fubjed  demanded :  They,  however,  were  now  convinced,  thai 
they  vottld  very  foon  be  in  pofleflion  of  fuch  information  as 
might  lead  them  to  propofe  to  Parliament  fome  further  mea^ 
fures  on  ihat  article.  Another  reafon  they  had  for  making  it 
^feparatoarticle,  was,  that  the  full  information  contained  in 
the  Report  refpe£^ing  the  intended  Convention,  was  in  tbeif 
wamds  fuffi^rient  to  warrant  the  proceedings  intended  to  be 
founded  lihei>eon« 

As  to  the  prbpriery  of  the  remedy,  without  again  Miulrii^ 
to  the  arguments  ufed  againil  perfecution  for  matters  of  ppif^ 
aion»  he  would  fiiortly  fay,  the  remedy  amounted  to  nothing 
elfe  than  putting  a  legal  reftraiot  upon  criminal  actions :  Anq 
the  prefent  crime  amounted,  in  his  opinion^  to  a  confpiracy  o£ 
that  nature,  which  was  an  equal,  if  not  a  ftronger,  reafon  foff 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t,  than  either  the  cafe» 
of  invafion  or  rebellion,  to  which  Gentlemen  had  fo  frequently 
alluded.  It  was,  however,  fomething  extraordinaty,  that  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  Ihould  have  afcribed  the  fuccefii  of  the 
Chriftian  religion  to  the  efiedl  of  human  a£lion,  and  not  to- 
the  divinity  of  its  inftitution ;  and  expreffed,  at  the  fame  tia:ie, 
his  apprehenfions  that  the  principles  of  Jacobtnifm  would  in 
the  fame  manner  be  eftabliflied  by  the  fpirit  of  perfecution. 
He  would  readily  admit  that  Jacobinifm  was  not  more  likely- 
to  fucceed  by  the  aid  of  its  divinity^  than  the  pure  religion  o^ 
Chrift ;  but  he  was  qutte  at  a  lofs  to  fee  how  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's arguoieut  could  at  sill  apply.    The  Sight  Hon.  Gen^. 

Vol.  rsr«  K  tleman 
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tlemm  feemed  very  much  to  doubt  the  good  efk€ts  of  that 
Bill,  and  that  it  would  never  auain  the  obje6l  for  which  it 
was  intended }  the  opinion  of  the  perfons  who  compofed  thofe 
Societies  feemed  to  differ  eflentially  from  his,  and  they  con* 
fidered  it  in  a  different  point  of  view ;  for  they  had  declared 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  the  very  meafure 
which  fhould  be  the  fignal  for  them  to  affemble  their  Conven- 
tion ;  and  on  that  account  it  became  the  more  neceflary  for 
ParHament  to  pafs  the  Bill  quickly,  to  preventthem  from  taking 
sneafures  to  evade  its  operation. 

With  regard  to  this  meafure  being  likely  to  invite  the 
French  to  invade  us,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  fpoken 
nobly  and  boldly,  when  he  faid,  that  he  did  not  fear  an  inva- 
fion,  but  would  not  invite  one^  and  in  that  fentiment  he  per- 
feftiy  concurred ;  but  the  material  difference  between  them 
was,  that  he  believed  the  effeft  on  the  French  would  be  quite 
the  revcrfe  from  what  he  fuppofed,  for  certainly,  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  our  enemies  at  home  would  be  no  very  welcome  in- 
telligence to  our  enemies  abroad.  But  however  that  might  be^ 
he  thought  it  but  right,  with  regard  to  the  difaffefted  per- 
fons in  this  country,  whatever  their  numbers  were,  it  was 
proper  the  vigilant  exertions  of  Government  (hould  equal  their 
aftivity. 

'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  concluded  with  an  apology 
to  the  Houfe  for  having  detained  them  fo  much  longer  than 
was  his  firft  intention. 

Mr,  Fox  in  explanation  declared,  that  with  regard  to  what  he 
had  faid  on  the  fubje£k  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  the  Ri^ht 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  entirely  mifunderftood  and  miftated  him, 
which  he  did  not  conceive  poflible,  as  he  had  taken  par- 
ticular pains  to  make  his  meaning  clear  and  obvious.  What 
he  faid  was,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  owed  much  of  its  fnc- 
cefs  to  perfecution ;  not  insinuating  from  that,  that  it  was  de- 
ficient in  point  of  divinity;  it  was  a  religion  of  which  he  al- 
ways had  been  accuftomed  to  fpeak  with  reverence,  and  which 
he  had  ever  profeiFed  \  and  further,  to  elucidate  that  point,  he 
obferved,  that  not  only  the  Chriftian  religion,  but  other  fe£^s, 
which  had  no  juft  claim  to  divine  inftitution,  had  fiouriflied 
under  perfecution.  He  repeated  his  aflertion  as  to  the  right 
of  the  people,  and  their  propriety  in  keeping  a  proper  degree 
of  vigilance  over  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  their 
right  to  affbciate  for  legal  purpofes.  If  (he  faid)  fuch  a  Bill 
as  had  that  night  been  alluded  to  by  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Windham),  or  one  for  affimilating  the  laws  of  this  country  to 
thofe  of  Scotland,  ihould  be  brought  in,  he  Ihould  think  it  his 
duty  to  affbciate  with  delegates  fro<n  the  different  towns  and 

counties 
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counties  of  'England,  and  to  refift  it  b^  every  conftitutionsd 
means.  With  regard  to  the  cScSt  of  that  Bill  on  the  opinions 
of  the  French,  ne  remained  in  the  fame  fentiments;  no 
oonntry  was  without  difaSt:£ted  perfons;  but  that  Bill  held  out 
to  our  enemies,  that  ^hey  were  fo  numerous  here,  that  it  re- 
quired the  ftrongeft  efforts  of  the  ExecutiTe  Gpvemment  to 
reftrain  them  from  open  rebellion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  himfelf  perfe&ly 
fatisfied  with  the  explanation,  and  aflured  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  that  what  he  had  faid  arofe  from  mifcon* 
ception. 

Mr.  Thompfon  faid,  he  rofe  not  to  juftify  any  of  the  So- 
cieties. If  they  were  criminal,  let  puniihment  fall  where  there 
was  guilt.  He  wiihed  only  to  explain  the  correfpondence  il* 
luded  to  in  the  Rc^rt  of  the  Secret  Committee,  between  the 
Correfponding  Society,  and  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  In- 
formation, of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  Society  for  Con-' 
flitutional  Information  would  not  agree  to  the  ufe  ot  the  word 
Convention,  which  they  thought  might  give  a  falfe  impreiBoa 
of  their  intentions,  and  on  the  Friday  following  they  refol ved 
that  they  would  not  fend  delegates  to  any  meeting.  Why 
was  not  this  refolution  mentioned  in  the  Report  ?  No  circular* 
letter  had  been  fent  to  other  Societies  by  the  Society  for  Con- 
ftitutional Information ;  and  he  aiked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  as  a  member  of  the  Secret  Committee,  whether  he 
did  not  recoUefl  having  feen  the  refolution  above  mentioned 
in  the  Books.  If  be  had  not,  it  muft  have  been  omitted  by  the 
Secretary  either  through  negligence  or  defign. 

The  Chance/lor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted  that  no  oiroular 
letters  had  been  fent  by  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Inform- 
ation. The  books  of  the  Society  appeared  to  be  kept  with 
the  utmoft  regularity  in  point  of  form.  He  did  not  recolle£l 
whether  or  not  they  contained  any  fuch  refolution  as  the. 
Hon,  Gentlemen  had  ftated,  and  wiihed  him  to  mention  the 
date. 

Mr.  Thompfon  faid,  he  did  not  rccolka  the  date,  but  was 
certain  as  to  the  fa£t }  and  if  the  refolution  did  not  appear  on 
the  books,  the  Secretary  muft  have  fupprcfTed  it. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  this  was  a  new  faft  to  prove  the  whole  Re- 
port of  the  Secret  Committee  a  fcandalous  impofture.  A 
Member  of  theHoufe  had  ftated  a  refolution  to  which  he  him- 
felf was  a  witnefs.  Could  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
deny  that  it  was  upon  the  books  ?  To  fay  that  he  did  not  know 
was  to  fay  that  the  Committee  had  reported  to  the  Hpvfo 
on  the  contents  of  papers  which  they  themfelves  had  not  ex- 
amined, 

K  %  The 
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The  Chitneelhr  of  the  Exchequer  find,  he  (hottid  give  no 
anfwer  to  a  queftion  put  in  fach  a  tone. 

Mr.  Curwen  obferved  on  the  raihnefs  with  which  the  Hdufe 
was  proceeding,  without  afcerUining  fa^.  He  had  quitted 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  on  no  fufpicion  that 
the  gentlemen  who  remained  in  it  would  fuffer  themfelve$ 
to  be  mifled,  and  was  ftiU  the  advocate  of  ParliaineBtary 
Reform* 

Major  Mahland  faid,  the  arguments  for  the  BUI,  as  far  asi 
they  depended  on  the  condud  of  one  of  the  Societies,  were 
now  admitted  to  be  falfc ;  and  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee  was  contradided  on  a  point  of  faA  by  the  only 
Member  of  the  Houfe  who  could  (peak  to  it  of  his  own  know*? 
ledge. 

Mr.  JejnU  contended  that  the  Houfe  had  been  hitherto  com*- 
pletely  miffed,  and  was  going  to  vote  away  all  that  was  left  to 
(Itftingvifli  it  from  a  deipotic  government,  upon  erroneous 
fiatements.  After  the  information  afibrded  by  Mr.  Tliomp- 
fon,  and  which  there  was  no  attempt  to  difprove  on  |he  other 
fide  of  the  Hottfe,  he  had  a  right  to  affume  that  die  papers 
contained  in  the  Report,  were  not  thofe  that  belohged  to  the 
Conftitutional  Society  \  that  their  Secretaiy,  or  fome  other 
pexfoni  had  been  bribed  to  fabftirate  falfe  papers  inftead  of 
thofe  that  were  genuine ;  and  that  the  whole  was  a  forgery  and 
impofture  pf  the  fame  kipd,  and  with  no  better  obje£l  than 
d)ofe  of  Titus  Gates.  In  order  to  gain  time  for  making 
fhe  necefiary  inquiry^  he  move4  **  That  the  deb«te  be  ^d^ 
!*  joumed/' 

Qn  this,  the  Houfe  divided  \    . 

^J^^^  33 

Noes  183 

Majority  againft  the  Adjournment     150^ 

Aftcf 

•  The  following  is  a  Lift  of  the  Minority  who  voted  for  the  Ad- 
journment, to  prevent  the  thir^  Reading  ot  the  Bill  to  fulpend  thf 
^i^beas  Corpus  Adl. 

Fox,  R.  H.  C.  J.  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

Maitland,  Hon.  T.  Byng,  George 

Howard,  Henry  Curwen,  J.  C. 

Hufley,  William  Rawdon,  Hon.  }obi| 


K 


-     Jlf  Jofeph  Aubrey,  Sir  Joha 

_anng,  Sir  Franci|  Church,  J.  B. 

Wycombe,  Earl  Wcftern,  C.  C, 

Harrifon,  John  Tbompfon,  ThoOiai 

North,  Dudley  Bottverie,  Edwan| 

^turt^  Charlef  Vj^er,  R* 


^towfti 
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After  the  divifion  on  the  quefttoii  oF  adjournment  moted 
by  Mr.  Jekyll,  an  altercation  took  place  on  the  re-adnufiioQ  of 
ftrangers. 

Tie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  infifted  in  the  mod  perexnp« 
tory  terms,  on  the  doors  being  kept  (hut. 

The  difcufEon  on  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  Society  for  Conftittttional  Information^  as  ftahed  by  Mr. 
Thompfon,  was  revived.  It  was  faid,  in  (trong  terni8«  that 
ihe  Secret  Oommittee  had  falfified  or  mifquoted  the  books  of 
iht  Society. 

Lord  Mulgrave  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon  returned  from  a  re*exa« 
l&ination  of  the  books.  < 

Mr.  Sheridaftf  Mr.  dtrwen^  and  Mi^r  Maitland,  contend** 
ed  that  from  theftatement  of  the  Members  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, there  was  an  acknowledged  error  or  impoOtion  in  their 
Report. 

i%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  confeflfed  that  there  was  si 
miftake,  but  denied  that  it  was  intentional,  or  of  fufficient 
confequence  to  juftify  podponing  the  paffing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Wtniham^  with  great  warmth^  deifended  the  Secret 
Committee. 

Mr.  Grey  jufttfied  his  former  expreffions,  in  his  queftion 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  retorted  with  great 
fevcrity. 

He  was  called  to  order  by  General  Smhh,  and  the  Speaker 
iaterpofed. 

•  Mr.  Fox  infifted  diat  tfce  deteftion  of  this  cfrror,  if  error 
It  muft  be  called,  was  a  new  proof  that  the  Report  of  the  Se^ 
c^et  Committee  was  founded  on  impofture. 

TheChancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  ufe  bf  fome  warm  expref- 
fions ;  which  Mr.  Pox  repelled  w^  an  equal  degree  of  warmth. 

After  a  debate  of  the  greateft  heat  that  perhaps  ever  occurred 
^a  Hottfe  of  Commons,  during  which  the  Speaker  conducted 

Antonic,  Lee  Fletcher,  Sir  H. 

Lambton,  Hf  nry  Fitzpatrick,  Gen^hil 

Tarleton,  Colonel  Erfkint-y  Hon.  Thot. 

C6vrrefi»y,  Joha  Milt»nke,  RaJpli 

{lurch,  J.  K.  Hare,  Jamet 

r.  John,  St.  Aodrew  Francit.  Philip 

Ta\  lor,  M.  A.  RufTcrll,  Lord  Witltam 

MilfiCf,  R.  S.  Jervoile,  C.  J. 
Wioningcoii,  Sir  EJ. 

TtLLBRS. 
•heri4iii,  R.  B.  Orey,  Charlet 

AdditioAal  Membcrt  who  iroted  on  the  fccond  Divifion  on  the  Adjpurn* 
O^nt  the  fame  Day. 

Cavendifli,  Lord  G.  H.  Smith,  Wil*  Jam 

^hartoD,  John  Uoweil^  David 

himfvrlf 
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Umfelf  with  the  vtmoit  candour  and  propriety,  the  queftion 
vas  put  on  tbe  motion  that  the  Bill  do  pafs : 
Ayes  146 

Majority     118 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  the  Lords  for  their  con- 
currence. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  an  Addrefs  of 
Thanks  for  his  Majefty's  Meflfage  %  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  1^  fent  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  SberidM  moved  that  the  Report  be  printed  *,  whiclH 
after  fome  converfation,  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  3  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning. 


HOUSE   OK  •LORDS. 

lAovDAYfMay  19. 

Received  from  the  Commons»  the  Bill  to  impower  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  he  (hail  fufpefV,  &c. 
and  alfo  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons on  the  Papers  of  the  Society  for.Cbnftitutional  Informa- 
tion, and  the  London  Correfponding  Soqiety,  &c. 

Lord  GrenviUe  faid,  before  he  proceeded  to  the  bufinefs  ex- 
ptOttA  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Hpufe  that  day>  he  would 
juft  mention^  that  in  confequence  of  the  importance  of  the 
news  received  that  dayi  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  brave 
<»fficers  by  fea  and  land  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  completed 
their  elorious  enterprifes  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  he  fliould 
take  the  opportunity  to  move  for  that  reward  which  was  moft 
fatisfa&ory  to  Britifli  officers,  viz*  the  applaufe  of  the  Legif- 
lature  on  the  firft  open  day  to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  Bart  and 
Sir  John  Jervb,  and  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  employed  in 
the  late  glorious  conquefts. 

With  regard  to  the  fpecial  bufinefs  of  the  day,  he  (hould 
move  that  me  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  be  referred  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  their 
Lordfhips. 

Earl  Stanhope  rofe  to  give  his  negative  to  the  motion.  His 
Lordihip  contended,  that  the  papers  in  the  bag  were  known 
as  to  their  contents,  and  that  as  it  was  notorious  that  the  fa^ls 
ftated  in  the  Report  were  to  be  found  in  thofe  papers,  they 
might  as  well  be  referred  to  an  open  Committee  in  the  Houfe, 
as  td  a  fecret  Committee  in  a  private  chamber.    The  Earl 

*  For  a  copy  of  the  printed  }leport,  Tec  the  AppendiX|  p*  33* 
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ftatcd  the  dcteftion  of  an  impofition  refpe£ling  feme  leaves 
produced  elfewhere  *,  and  ftated  to  be  leaves  that  had  been 
torn  out  of  a  book  produced  as  evidence.  His  Lordfliip  faid» 
he  had  held  them  to  the  light,  and  perceived  that  there  were 
no  holes  through  them,  which  would  have  been  the  cafe  had 
they  ever  been  bound,  and  made  part  of  a  volume.  Thef 
had,  however,  been  brought  up  to  that  Houfe  as  part  of  evi<^ 
dence,  and  in  the  night  fome  perfon  or  other  cut  the  backs  of 
the  flieets  to  give  them  the  appearance  of  having  been  bound  ; 
but  it  was  done  in  fo  awkward  and  bungling  a  manner^  that 
they  were  ndt  cut  in  the  right  place,  and  it  was  clear  they 
could  not  have  been  bound.  It  came  out  afterwards,  upon 
confefllion,  that  they  never  had  been  part  of  the  originad  book 
produced.  There  were  various  other  reafons,  his  Lordfliip 
faid,  for  an  open  Committee  in  the  Houfe,  and  not  the  leaft 
important  was,  that  the  t>o6k  laid  upon  the  table,  with  the 
papers  and  the  Report,  was  the  record  or  regifter  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  one  of  the  Societies,  who  well  knew  its  contents* 
as  it  was  their  own  book.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  having  come  down 
to  the  Houfe  before  their'Lordfliips  were  aflembled,and  having 
nothing  to  do,  he  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was 
prefent  when  the  Report  was  firft  brought  down  and  read, 
and  be  there  found  that  the  Report  was  a  mere  humbug,  the 
mere  fliadow  of  the  papers  it  referred  to,  or  rather  fcarcely  a 
femblance  of  a  fliadow.  It  varied  materially  from  the  papers 
on  which  it  was  pretended  to  be  founded,  and  an  Hon.  and 
independent  Member  of  another  Aflembly  had  complained9 
that  a  particular  and  material  refolution  entered  in  the  book 
of  the  Society  in  queftion  was  pafled  over,  and  not  the  fmalleft; 
notice  taken  of  it  in  the  Report.  As  he  had  before  ftated, 
therefore,  the  Report  was  a  mere  humbug,  and  for  that  reafon 
the  Report  and  the  papers  ought  to  be  examined  in  the  Houfe^ 
that  the  variations  might  be  traced  and  dete£led.  *  There  was 
a  good  reafon,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  why  the  papers  referred  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  confequence  ot  his  Majefty's 
Meflage,  fliould  be  there  fent  to  a  Secret  Committee  for  exa- 
mination, becaufe  at  that  time  their  contents  were  unknown 
to  the  Houfe.  That  was  not  the  cafe  with  their  Lordfliips  ; 
the  papers  *and  the  Report  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  and 
their  Lordfliips  might  have  infpe£led  that  and  the  papers ; 
they  might  alfo,  if  they  had  chofen  it,  have  |0|ie  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  known  as  much  as  he  did.  His  Lordfliip 
enlarged  on  the  omitted  refolution,  and  concluded  with  re* 
peating,  that  be  fliould  give  his  negative  to  the  motion,  not 

•  In  Weftxninftcr  Hall,  on  the  Trial  cf  Wanxn  HaAingt,  Eiq. 
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}B  ofdef  t»  pfCTcnt  inquiry,  or  put  a^  ftop  to  invcftigatio% 
but  in  of<icr  |o  make  way  for  a  motioo  to  refer  tlie  Report 
futki  the  papers  to  the  examinalion  of  the  Houfc  itfelf. 

In  the  qoiirfe  qf  his  fpeech  he  faid,  he  had  read  moft  of  thiQ 
papers  in  the  bagt  and  referred  to  in  the  Report,  either  fepa* 
latety  or  in  ^^ewfpapersj  aamany  pf  them  Veve  two  years 
old. 

Tb<  l^arl  <f  LoudfrdaU  faid>  though  he  was  (brry  to  difiev 
from  hi$  Npblo  Friend,  yet,  whatever  he  mig^t  fuiped  about 
^he  CQrre£tQftf$  of  t^  Ilepor|»  whatever  iyfoviBation  be  might 
$avf  beard,  g^  w^^aiever  he  might  have  learnt  without  doorf 
MpoQ  the  fub^£l>  he  did  nqt  think  that  the  fit  moment  tp 
9iake  any  comment  upon  it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  th^ 
^ur((|  prit^poCed  by  the  Noble  S^cretaxy  of  $tate  wae  tho 
f  ri^cr  ^our^  to  takcb  viz^  to  refer  the  Report  and  the  papert 
to  a  S^9Xct  Committee  of  their  own,  and  when  they  made  ai 
report  upon  it,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  fee  if  there  were 
any  materia)  variatio»s  or  not  between  the  original  papers  and 
fhc  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
With  regard  to  the  other  notice  given  by  the  Noble  Secretary 
of  $t;Rte,  W9^  of  his  intention  to  move  the  tjiauks  of  the  Houfo 
to  thofe  brave  and  fkilful  ofEcers  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  S^ 
Johi\  Jervis,  for  their  diilinguiflied  condu£t  and  galWnt  fer- 
vicesi  he  was  heartily  glad  diat  fuch  an  intention  had  been 
fignificd.  It  wa«  not  only  a  tribute  due  to  fingular  merit, 
but  would  convince  our  enemies  abroad,  as  well  as  our  ?r^ 
mies,  that  the  Government  at  home  were  attentive  to  the  (cf« 
vices  of  their  officers,  and  ready  to  claim  tlie  reward  of  thciv 
country  ia  their  behalf  whenever  it  was  deferved,  and  in  the 
inftance  in  quedion  no  man  could  deny  that  the  praife  of  theif 
country  had  been  highly  merited. 

Tht  Marquu  of  LanfdoHvn  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  Houfo 
when  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  rofe,  and  fignified  his  in-r 
tentions ;  but  he  had  heard  incidentally  that  the  Noble  Lord 
had  dated  two  motions,  both  of  which  met  his  opinion  com- 
pletely. He  was  fincerely  glad,  come  from  what  quarter  it 
might,  that  delay  was  propofed  refpefiing  a  Bill,  which  aU 
moft  went  to  the  annihilation  of  the  conftitution  itfelf — that 
conditution,  which  had  been  echoed  through  ev(#/  corner  of 
the  kingdom  as  the  envy  of  the  world,  and  the  obje£l  of 
univcrfal  reverence,  as  he  had  hoped  with  fincerity,  but  of 
late  he  had  rcafon  greatly  to  doubt  that  flncerity,  when  he 
iaw  the  people  fuffcr>  without  complaint,  fuch  meafures  as 
had  lately  been  witneiled.  He  never,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  had 
come  down  to  the  Houfe  with  greater  apprchenfion  than  that ' 
day,  when  he  had  come  to  the  Houfe  under  the  cspcfilation 

that 
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that  he  was  to  be  called  npon  to  vote  fo  ferious  and  fo  im« 
porcant  a  Bill  a  firft,  a  fecond,  and  a  third  time  in  one  day ; 
he  repeated  it  therefore,  that  he  cared  not  from  what  quarter 
the  delay  came,  he  *was  fincerely  glad  they  were  to  be  allowed 
time  ior  calm  coniideratioxiy  and  was  willing  to  given  welcome 
reception  to  repentance,  let  it  have  proceeded  from  what 
mt»:iv,  it  would. 

M  ich  regard  to  the  other  notice  of  the  Noble  Secretary  of 
SMt^,  '.  :z.  of  a  motion  for  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  to  thofe 
r  .  iPt  f  tfic:r$  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  he  was 
:  ui  r  .:  had  oeen  brought  forward ;  it  was  a  tribute  they 
v.'r:  ..;:/ entitled  to;  and  although  he  was  proud  of  bav^ 
.\r  DUiicd  iiis  life  in  habits  of  the  greateft  intimacy  with  thofe 
tn  ivt  rc.^ii  he  could  not  be  faid  to  be  partial  in  nis  praife  of 
their  merits,  when  he  took*  ttuU  opportunity  of  fpeaking  of  it» 
which  minificrs  themfelves  had  chofen  as  the  fit  one  for  their 

I'hc  motion  for  a  reference  of  the  Report  and  papers  to  a 
Secret  Committee  of  nine  Lords  was  then  put. 

£ail  Stanhope  was  the  Angle  Not  Content* 

Lard  Grenvilte  made  the  other  necefikry.  motions ;  among 
others,  that  the  Committee  be  balloted  for  the  next  day, 
belore  the  Lords  went  h\to  the  HalL 

Mori  Sianhope  complained,  that  the  Noble  fiecietary  of 
State,  from  fome  def€£b  of  roke^  and  the  NoUeLord  on  nhf 
Wooifack,  fpoke  fo  low,  that  he  could  not  hear  the  mofions. 

Lord  Qreavitte  and  the  Lord'  Ghannthr  .*there£ore  fpo^e.' 
Jouder,  upon  the  motion  next  made.         .  ; 

Juft  as  the  queftion  of  adjotxmment  was  about  to  bo  p^,'* 

The  Duke  of  Grafion  role,  and  obfcrved,  that  in  all  his 
Parliamentary  experience  he  never .  remembered  a  Meflage 
being  brought  down  from  his  Majefty,  without  an  humble 
Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty  (or  his  moft  gracious  Mef- 
fage  being  voted  immediately.  He  knew  not  to  what  caufe 
that  cuftom  had  been  departed  from  in  refpe^  to  the  .Meilage 
from  the  King,  delivered  qn  Saturdays  perhaps  minifterr 
had  their  reafons  for  it,  bat  the  omiffion  appeared  to  him  fo 
extraordinary,  that  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  remedied  by  an 
immediate  motion  for  an  Addrefs.  He  fhould  be  rather  glad 
if  it  came  from  miniftersi  but  if  not  moved  by  diem,  he 
ihottld  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  it  himfelf. 

Lord  GrtnvUle  faid,  he  hoped  the  Nobio  Duke' did  not  im- 
pute what  he  teuned  an  omiffion  fo  have  atifen  fmm  any* 
negle£t  of  attenmn  or  refpe^k  to  his  Majefty  on  his  part.  No 
man  would  wifti  more  fincerely  than  he  did  to  avoid  die  apr 
pearance  of  either  the  one  or  (he  other.    In  fa£tj  be  thougnt 
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the  moving  an  Addrefs  to  be  a  matter  unimportant  in  point  of 
time,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  move  it  after  they  had 
examined  by  their  Committee  the  papers  in  queftion,  and 
knew  upon  what  to  ground  their  thanks.  '  If,  however,  any 
one  Noble  Lord  thought  it  more  proper  to  move  the  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefty  without  that  delay,  he  would  move  it  imme- 
diately. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  repeated  it,  that  in  the  courfe  of  his 
Parliamentary  experience,  he  did  not  rccollefk  a  (ingle  in- 
ftanee  in  which  it  had  been  omitted  to  return  an  immediate 
Addrefs  of  Thanks  in  the  firft  inftance  on  receiving  and  read- 
ing a  MeiTage  from  the  King. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  (aid,  he  inferred  from  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Noble  Sccreury  of  State,  that  if  the  Com« 
mons  had  not  favoured  the  Houle  by  fending  up  the  Report 
of  their  Secret  Committee  on  the  papers,  the  Noble  Secre- 
tary would  have  himfelf  advifed  his  Majefty  to  refer  the 
papers  that  confticuted  the  ground  of  the  Report  to  the  Houfe, 
bemg  aware  that  they  ought  to  fee  them  before  they  pro-f 
ceeded  virith  the  Bill  brought  up  ijom  the  other  Houfe. 

:  Lord  GnnviUe  then  moved  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his 
Majcfly: 

Which  was  carried  nemne  djffentiente. 
'■  Lord  Gremnlle  next  moved,  That  their  Lord(hip8,  being  de- 
fivoos  of  keeping  up  the  good  underftanding  fubli(ting  between 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  would  return  the  papers  to  the 
QraimoQi  when  they  fiiould  be  wanted  \  and  that  »  Mefiage 
be  fent  to  inform  the  Commons  of  the  fame. 

Both  of  which  motions- were  carried* 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  pF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  May  19. 
John  Smthj  Efq.    for  Pontcfraft,   and  the  Hon,  RAert 
Sltewart^  for  Trcgony,  took  their  oaths  and  their  feats. 
'  The  ii^Rion  Oatlis  Bill  wa^  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

SEDITIOUS  AMD  TRBASONABLB  PAPERS. 
The  Chaneelkr  of.  the  Exeheqiter  pioved.  That  the  Books  and 
*  Papers  which  had  beeit  laid  before  the  Houle  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas)  and  tb^  Repc^rt  of  the  Secret  Conmiittee  thereon, 
fliould  be  (ieot  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

.  This.nriotion  was  agreed  to;  and  Afr.  Windham  w^sz^ 
^nted  to  carry  the  fame  to  the  Lords. 

THANKS 
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THANKS  OF  THE  HOUSE  TO  SIR  CHARLES  GREY  AND  SIR 
JOHN  jtRVIS. 

Jlr.  Secretary  Dundas  .faid^  he  (hould  on  fome  future  day 
l^ve  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir 
John  Jervis,  and  all  the  ofBcers  and  men  under  tixeir  com- 
mand, for  their  eminent  fervices  in  the  Weft  Indies.  As  he 
'was  upon  his  legs,  he  wi{hed  to  know  of  an  Hon.  Gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Sheridan)  whether  he  intended  to  brin? 
forward  the  motion  he  had  given  notice  of,  that  day?  It 
he  did,  and  the  matter  was  likely  to  proceed  to  much  length, 
lie  fhould  be  under  the  neceflity  of  moving  an  adjournment 
of  the  Houfe,  for  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  attend  that  day. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  his  motion  would  not  be  very 
long ;  and  Re  traded  it  would  not  require  much  difcuffion,  for 
lie  had  hopes  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  Gentleman  would  agree  to  it; 
at  the  fame  time,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  could  not  at- 
tend that  dayt  he  Ihould  defer  it. — Adjoomed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  JJf/iy  20. 

The  Lords  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Secret  Committee  of 
Kine>  and  the  following  Noble  l^eers  were  chofen : 

The  Lord  Cbaacellor,  £arl  of  Carlil]t« 

Lord  PxWf  Seal,  Earl  of  Caeraarvoa, 

Doke  of  Leedf,  Etfl  of  Cbathaov 

4)ttke  6f  Portland  ^Karl  of  Maatfield. 
EarlofHariwicke^  { 

Adjourned. 

hii  ■         111 

ttOtrSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  20. 

Mr.  Vhndham  reported  at  the  Bar,  that  he  had  delivered  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords^  the  books  and  papers  of  certain  Societies, 
together  with  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  as 
ordered  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Lords  mformed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Xordfliips,  being  defirous  at  all  times  to  keep  up  a  Rood  under- 
ftanding  and  correfpondence  with  the  Houfe.  o^Commons^ 
which  was  never  more  neceflary  than  at  prefent,  had  received 
from  the  Commons  certain  books  and  papers,  which  they 
would  examine  and  faithfully  return. 

.  Mr.  Sheridan  obfenred,  that  the  firft  part  of  this  Meflage 
appeared  to  be  a  little  extraordinary.  He  did  not  know  what 
reply  the  Meflage  of  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons  required.    It 
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feemcd  to  convey  but  little  information,  in  ftating  that  the 
Lords  had  received  certain  papers,  and  would  return  them» 
and  that  they  were  defirous  of  keeping  up  a  good  uhdcrftand- 
jng  and  correfpondence  with  that  Houfe.  He  could  Hot  help 
faying,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  fomewhat  fingular,  thaft  a 
BUI,  which  was  thought  by;  another  aflcmbly  to  require  delay, 
ihould  have  been  hurried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with 
fuch  indecejit  precipitancy.  The  converfation  was  purfned 
no  farther, 

THANKS  TO  SIR  CHARLES  GREY  AND  SIR  JOHN  JERVIS. 
Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  changed  the  fubjeft  by  rifing  to  taker 
notice  of  our  Weft  India  pofTefTions.  He  adverted  to  the  ftate 
they  were  in  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  peace,  and  obferved, 
that  the  advantage  of  our  late  acquifitions  muft  be  very  great 
in  a  commercial  as  well  as  in  various  other  points  of  view.; 
the  whole  of  the  fugar  trade  of  the  world  would  foon,  he  ex- 
pededy  be  in  our  hands :  For  much  of  that  advantage,  under 
the  will  of  Heaven,  we  were  indebted  to  the  glorious  exertions 
of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  their  command,  to  all  of  whom  he  paid  the  warmeft 
compliments  for  their  patriotifm,  their  exertions,  and  their 
cburage.  He  begged  to  take  to  himfelf  no  other  fliare  in  the 
fnerit,  than  that  of  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  fele£k  and 
recommend  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  men  who  had  gained  to 
their  country  fuch  fignal  advantages,  and  to  themfelvcs  im- 
mortal honour.  Having  fpecified  the  merits  of  the  officers 
and  men,  he  concluded  with  moving,  *'  That  the  Thanks  of 
•*  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  Knight  of  the 
'<  Bath,  for  his  noble,  gallant,  and  meritorious  conduA  in 
•*  the  Weft  Indies.  The  fame  to'  Sir  John  Jervis ;  and  alfo 
^<  to  all  the  officers  under  the  command  of  both,  to  be  tranf^* 
**  mitted  to  them  from  the  Speaker  of  that  Houfe.  The  ap- 
**  probation  alfo  of  the  Houfe  of  the  condu£l  of  all  the  non- 
**  commiffioned  officers }  alfo  of  all  the  men  employed ;  to  be 
«  tranfmitted  to  them  by  their  different  captains." 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  oppofe,  but  highly  applauded  thefc 
motions;  he  remarked,  however,  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
at  the  time  he  beftowed  on  thefe  gallant  commanders,  officers, 
and  men,  laurels  which  they  fo  well  merited,  took  care  to  rc- 
ferve  to  himfelf*  a  pretty  bufliy  twig  of  the  tree,  at  the  very 
moment  he  would  feem  to  decKne  accepting  it.  He  had  hinted 
alfo  at  the  advantage  we  had  gained  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  fecming  to  infinuatc  that  the  peace  was  improvidently 
concluded.  He  (hould  have  been  a  little  more  tender  on  his 
own  connexions ;  for  a  Right  Hon.  Friend  of  his  was  in  admi- 
niftration  at  the  conclufion  of  that  peace.  He  thought,  there* 
fotc,  that  thofe  extraneous  topics  »*  ight  have  been  fparcd.   H  c 

knew 
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knew  not  with  what  view  they  were  introdvccd}  Ufilels  by  a 
way  of  a  fet^ofF  to  what  had  perhaps  happened  in  the  MedtteiVi 
ttinean.  Havine  faid  this,  he  mnft  again  repeat  that  he  ap- 
proved highly  ot  all  the  motions  thenofelves,  and  the  more  fo, 
as  they  included  the  common  men,  who  had  as  much  claim  to 
our  approbation  as  their  fuperiors  in  ftation.  He  felt  himfelf 
^  not  a  little  pleafed  in  relieving,  that  mod  of  the  common 
failors  in  that  affair  were  Iri(hmen ;  they  had  behaved  bravc^y^ 
and  excited  our  admiration;  and  that,  he  hoped,  proved  tlier« 
was  no  danger  to  the  public  canfe,  in  putting  arnu  in  the 
hands  of  Roman  Catholics. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  declared,  that  he  did  not,  in  any 
thing  he  had  faid,  mean  to  detradt  from  the  merit  of  any  of 
the  officers  or  men. 

Mr.  Sheridan  admitted  that  h^  had  not  fo  detracted ;  he 
only  feemed  a  little  eager  to  (hare  the  laurels ;  and,  by  an 
allufion  to  the  former  peace,  and  that  we  had  gained  great 
advantages  fince, .  he  might  poiBbly  convey  to  our  allies  in 
this  war  an  idea,  that  they  too  might  have  fome  interefted 
motives,  independent  of  the  great,  good,  and  glorious  com- 
tnon  caufe  of  reftoring  to  the  world  order,  morality,  and 
religion. 

Major  Maitland  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  fending  to  all  in« 
ferior  officers  the  thanks  of  the  Honfe  by  the  Speaker,  inftead 
of  making  any  diftinflion ;  for  which  he  quoted  inftances. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  the  diftin£iion  was  not  in- 
tended to  convey  any  difference  of  efteem,  with  regard  to  any 
of  the  parties,  but  was  merely  in  compliance  with  form« 
Had  the  officers  a£led  feparately,  the  thanks  would  have  been 
as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  mentioned,  but  that  was  the  regular 
form  when  they  a^d  together. 

The  motions  were  put,  and  carried  nem.  con. 

The  Bill  for  the  better  regulating,  of  Dover  Harbour  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa(red.^-^Adjournod. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

Wedkesday, -^0721. 

The  firft  part  of  the  Report  *  of  their  Lordfhips*  Secret  Com- 
mittee, on  the  papers  communicated  by  the  Commons,  having 
been  prcfcntcd  by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  a  fhort  converfation 
cnfued. 

Tbe  Marquis  of  Staff  or  d^  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  afkcd 
for  further  powers  for  the  Committee,  in  confequence  of  in- 
formation tranfauttcd  to  them,  dating  the  grounds  on  which 

*  For  a  prated  cop7  of  ihc  J^cport,  fet  the  Appendix  to  this  volume. 

he 
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lie  onule  the  requifition,  vis.  That  they  might  be  inftru  Aed  to  ob^ 
tahi  fttch  farther  information  as  might  be  communicated  to  them 
bf  his  Majefty's  Srcretaries  of  State,  their  original  powers 
being  limited  to  the  papers  referred  to  their  examination. 

3%e  Earl  of  Dirhj  obferved,  that  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  as 
CSiairman  of  the  Secret  Committee,  ought  not  to  have  deli- 
vered any  verbal  report  which  could  not  be  put  upon  the  Jour«^ 
nals,  and  that  the  only  way  to  make  it  regular  was  to  make  it 
his  own,  and  move  fomething  upon  it. 

The  Earl  of  Caemamon  faid,  that  di^  Noble  Earl  had  en-^ 
tirely  miftaken  the  communication  made  by  the  Noble  Marquis 

iStafibrd),  who  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  inform  the 
ioufeofacircumftance,  which,  not  being  referred  to  them^ 
they  could  not  report  any  thing  upon.  No  report  verbal  or 
written  was  made  of  the  matter  which  that  circumftance  might 
have  furniflied.  He  faid,  that  the  motion  which  naturally 
followed  ffom  the  verbal  communication^  was  for  further 
power;  but  as  that  was  propofed  by  the  Report,  it  appeared 
the  moft  regular  and  proper  way  to  make  that  propofition  to* 
morrow,  when  the  Report  was  to  be  conGdered  \  but  if  the 
Noble  Earl  wiflied  it  to  be  made  at  prefent,  as  grounded  on 
the  Chairman's  verbal  communication,  it  was  a  point  not 
worth  objecting  to. 

Lord  GrenvUle  moved.  That  the  Report  be  taken  into  con^- 
fidenition  on  the  aad,  and  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  coming  into  the  Houic  after  the  re- 
iblution  was  pafled,  complained  of  it  as  irregular,  and  affigned 
his  reafons  for  obje£ting  to  the  Report. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  faid,  that  the  thing  was  perfcftlf 
regular ;  but,  if  it  was  not,  it  was  done  to  put  an  end  to  a 
difficulty  in  a  Noble  Earl's  (Lord  Derby's)  mind :  That  the 
Noble  Eari's  (Lauderdale's)  obfcrvat ions  arofe  from  not  know-^^ 
ing  the  ftate  of  the  proceedings;  that  he  had  neither  heard  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  read,  nor  read  it  himfelf ;  or  he 
would^  have  fccn  that  the  Committee  have  received  no  infortn- 
ation  in  the  fenfe  in  which  he  conftrued  the  word  in  the  mo- 
tion juft  made,  nor  reported  any  matter  on  fuch  information.. 
If  he  had  read  the  Report  he  would  have  fcen  that  the  Com- 
»iittec  agreed  with  him  fo  entirely,  that  they  could  not  take 
»ny  thing  into  confidcration  as  a  Committee,  but  what  was 
Jk    tJ^^/°  ^^^^  '  ^^^^  having  received  infornration,  or,  if 


dwed         1:°^^  ''''^''  ***'  P**"'^  •>«"«'•  ^^  information  ten- 
thev' ftif  J     ""»   ^^'*  related  to  the  matter  before  them. 


thi^v' ftif  J**"*""*   ^^'*  related  to  the  matter  before  them, 

fucj  powcr^to'lf  i^"'""'  '".*'^"  ^"^^  ^»*  *^y  H.»e 
had  cotm.  !  *°  ««"Derate  and  report  upon  the  matter  whick 

to  their  knowledge,  and  therefoie  defired  latter 

powers. 
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powers.  The  Chairman  could  not  avoid  both  receiving  and  read** 
ing  any  letter  lent  to  him ;  but  that  did  not  imply  the  enters 
taining  it  as  a  fubjeft  of  deliberation*  If  a  murder  had  been 
committed  in  the  Committee,  the  Chairman  would  have 
reported  it  verbally  to  the  Houfe,  though  not  referred  to  thenu 
The  bufinefs  was  quite  regular ;  for  not  only  the  Chairman, 
but  any  Noble  Lord  who  had  heard  a  fa£t  which  had  any 
relation  to  the  matter  which  the  Houfe  had  referred  to  the 
Committee,  might,  if  he  thought  fit,  have  moved  that  i£ 
Ihould  be  referred  to  the  Committee ;  or,  that  further  powers 
might  be  given,  which  would  comprehend  that  fpecies  of 
information. 

Lord  GrcnviUc'a  motiQB  was  agreed  to»  and  the  Houfe  ad-« 
journed* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  -^ay  21, 
A  mefiage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  that  they  would 
proceed  farther  in  the  trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  £fq«  the  23d. 
j^djoumed. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  May  22. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE. 

LcrJ  GrenvUle  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

The  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  printed  and  fent  up 
to  their  Lordfhips  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  order  of 
the  Houfe,  was  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  table ;  after  which. 

Lord  Grenville  movzAy  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Nine  of  their  Lordfliips  be  read,  which  was  likcwife  done. 
It  dated,  that  the  Committee  of  their  Lordfhips  had  met,  had 
compared  the  Report  gf  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons with  the  papers  which  were  fent  with  it,  and  had  come 
to  a  refolution,  tnat  they  were  fatisfied,  from  looking  at  thofe 
papers,  that  a  treafpnable  confpiracy  had  been  formed  and 
a£led  upon  in  purfuance  thereof,  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fupcrfcding  the  funftions 
and  authority  of  Parliament,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the 
eftabliihed  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the 
introdudibn  of  that  anarchy  and  confufion  which  fo  fatally 
prevailed  in  France :  That  meafurcs  have  been  taken  for  pro- 
viding armS|  of  tfie  moft  pernicious  fort,  for  various  perfons, 
for  carrying  on  the  purpofes  for  which  they  have  confpired. 
^flie  Committee  Iiad  dire^ed  a  further  examination  into  thefe 
-3  '  circum- 
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drcnmflances,  and  they  fubmitted  whether  it  would  fci  proper 
that  they  ihouid  perufc  thcfe  books  and  papers  furth::r  imme- 
diately, by  a  Committee  «of  Secrecy,  or  leave  it  to  the  zeal  of 
dieir  Lordfhips  to  come  to  an  immediate  meafure,  in  order  to 
avert  the  calamities  in  which  the  further  progrefs  of  fuch  a 
confpiracy  might  involve  the  nation. 

Tm  Earl  of  'Lauderdale  fpoke  to  order.  His  Lordfhip  faid, 
he  had  fome  doubts  as  to  the  order  of  their  Lordfhips*  proceed- 
ings; how  far  this  Report  wascorreft  and  regular,  and  fuch 
as  they  could  properly  receive.  The  Report  merely  ftated  an 
opinion  of  the  Committee  on  certain  points  \  but  it  did  not 
contain  any  fafts  on  which  they  grounded  their  opinion,  nor 
did  any  thing  appear  on  the  face  of  the  Report  of  their  Lord- 
ihips'  Committee,  that  could  furnifli  their  Lordfhips  with  tiiat 
ample  and  fatisfa£tory  information  which  the  Houfc  had  a 
right  to  expcft  from  a  Committee  cntrufted  with  fuch  a  vari- 
ety of  papers,  and  vcfted  with  fuch  extenfive  powers,  as  that 
Committee  po^efTedJ  The  papers  brought  up  by  the  Ccm- 
mons  were  to  be  returned,  and  their  Lonilhips  coukl  have 
reconrfe  to  them.  He  muft  maintain  that  tlK^ir  Lt  '^fhips* 
Committee  had  no  power  to  report  their  own  dry  oj>n\ion  to 
the  Houfe;  they  ihouid  have  related  fafts,  and  have  Iclt  the 
Houfe  to  form  its  own  opinion  upon  thofe  fa£ks. 

The  Bijbop  ofRochefier  hinted  that  this,  was  not  fpeaking  to 
order. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  if  the  Learned  Pi  elate  thought 
he  could  put  him  out  by  fuch  an  inrerruptioit,  he  was  mif- 
taken ;  he  was  not  to  be  difcompofed  by  the  muttering  of  any 
man  in  that  Houfe  :  He  believed  that  he  was  fpeaking  ftri£lly 
in  order,  becaufe  he  was  ftating  that  the  Report  which  their 
Lord  (hips  had  juft  heard  read,  was  an  irregular  Repdrt;  and 
he  believed  it  would  require  at  leaft  all  the  eloquence  of  the 
Learned  Prelate,  to  prove  that  he  was  out  of  order,  or  that 
the  Report  was  regular,  and  fuch  as  the  Committee  was 
charged  to  make.  He  would  fay  again,  that  the  Committee 
fhould  have  reported  fafts  to  the  Houfe,  and  not  merely  their. . 
dry  opinion  on  fa£ls.  The  order  by  which  the  Committee 
was  conftitutcd,  was  not  exprcfled,  as  in  fome  cafes,  **  That 
they  ihouid  report  the  fame,  together  with  their  opinion  thereon^ 
to  the  Houfe ;"  but  that  they  ihouid  compare  the  Report  of 
wic  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the 
P^P^"  "^^^erred  to  them,  and  report  thereupon. 

^L^r.    Tt'-fJ^'^'^'J^'^  ^V^^^  ^o  o^^"--   He  faid  that  the 
fincc  l  Z       *"  Committee  was  regularly  before  the  Houfe  ; 

t    and  T'f  Tc^'  '^^  "°"^^  J^^^  f^«''d<^^»  proceedings  upon 
^t,  and  voted  feveral  refoluticns-,    it  was/thereforef  out  of 

order 


r 
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order  to  objed  to  the  Report.  Hb  Lordfliip  defired  that  the 
entries  on  the  Journals  might  be  read)  which  having  been 
done. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faidt  h^  y^^  perfedily  convinced  he . 
was  in  order,  this  was  the  very  ftage  for  him  to  make  his 
obje£lion;  having  made  it,^he  left  it  to  their  Lordihips  to 
judge  of  it,  and  for  them  to  fee  whether  they  would  be  guilty 
of  fuch  a  difrefpe£l  to  themfelvesy  as  to  proceed  in  a  manner 
for  which  there  was  no  precedent  on  their  Journak.  The  Noble- 
•  Secretary  of  State  would  have  been  regular,  if  he  had  moved^ 
"  That  this  Report  be  rc-confidercd."  His  Lordfliip  faidthat 
he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  the  preceding  day,  when  the  Report . 
was  brought  up.  Even  if  he  had,  he  fliould  have  referved  his 
fentiments  to  the  proper  feafon,  which  he  deemed  the  prefent, 
when  it  was  about  to  be  taken  into  confideration.  His  objec- 
tions applied  to  the  conftru^tion  of  the  Report,  the  implicit 
adoption  of  the  comments  and  fentiments  of  the  Committee 
of  tne  other  Houfe,  and  alfo  the  infertion  of  fentences  which 
were  founded  on  fufpicion,  conje£ture,  and  furmife.  His 
Lordfliip  therefore  wiflied  a  revife  of  the  whole  proceedings; 
and  he  muft  again  fay,  let  who  would  attempt  to  refute  him, 
that  this  Report  was  not  fuch  as  the  Committee  were  empow- 
ered by  the  Houfe  to  make  \  it  fliould  have  related  fafls,  but  it 
contained  nothing  but  matter  of  dry  opinion. 

Lord  Grenville  began  a  very  able  fpeech,  which,  from  its 
nature,  was  elaborate,  with  declaring,  that  he  had  rather  have, 
fuffered  the  Noble  Earl  who  had  juft  fat  down,  to  proceed  as 
far  as  he  pleafed  on  the  point  of  order  in  this  cafe,  than  inter** 
rupt  him,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  that  points  of  that  kind 
had  better  be  allowed  to  pafs  by,  than  to  be  ftrenuouily  con- 
tended :  He  faid  this  merely  with  reference  to  the  general 
convenience  of  the  Houfe,  and  not  from  any  conviction  that 
the  Noble  Earl  was  right  on  the  queftion  of  order }  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  convinced  the  Report  was  ftri£tly  regular  ; 
not  onlf  fo,  but  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Committee 
had  difcharged  their  duty  in  an  able  manner,  and  that  they 
had  reported  an  opinion  on  thefe  papers,  in  which  he  trufted 
their  JLordfliips  would  coincide.  lie  would  proceed,  however, 
to  that  M^bich  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moft  important  matter 
for  their  LordOiips'  confideration.  He  rofe  in  confcquence 
of  what  their  Lordfliips  had  firft  heard  read,  and  of  the  notice 
be  gave  the  preceding  day,  to  call  on  them  to  confidcr  whether 
they  ought  not,  without  further  delay,  to  proceed  with  all 

Esflible  expedition  in  the  meafure  before  them,  which  was  a 
ill  brought  up  to  them  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  he 
Yoi-  IV.  M  fliall 
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flitn  fttrpe^l  to  be  confpiring  againft  hi$  perfon  and  govern* 
ment     It  had  been  communicated  to  their  LordOiips,  firft  by 
the  meflage  from  the  Eang*,   fecondly,  from  the  Houfeof 
Commons ;    and,  laftly,  by  a  Committee  of  their  own  \   that 
there  was  a  dangerous  eonfpiracy,  a  treafonable  smd  alarming 
confpiracy,  formed  for  the  fubvcrfion  of  the  laws,  conftitu- 
tioir,  and  gOTernment  of  the  country.    It  was  moreover  afcer* 
tained,  he  trufted,  to  the  fatisfa£lion  of  their  Lordfliips,  that 
arms  had  been  furnilhed>   to  carry  into  tfkOt  the  wicked 
znachinations  of  the  Societies  to  which  the  Report  adverted. 
In  fuch  a  fituation,  the  two  brandies  of  the  Legiflature  had 
Ikewn  precedentSi  where  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment were  ftrcngthened  for  the  purpofe  of  defeating  thofc 
who  confpired  aeainft  the  laws  and  the  conftitution.    Was  he 
to  clofc  his  fpeech  here,  he  vras  convinced,  after  their  Lord* 
fhips  had  heard  the  Report,  that  it  were  unnecefTary  for  him 
to  fay  more  to  induce  •  them  to  agree  to  the  motion  which  he 
would  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  their  confideration. 
The  fole  queftion,  in  his  mind,  was,  whether  their  Lordfhips 
would  agree  to  a  meafure  that  tended  to  enable  the  Executive 
Government  to  fecure  to  this  country  the  bleflings  of  the  con- 
ftitution and  its  laws,  which  were  attacked ;  for  that  purpofe, 
he  would  recommend  to  their  lordfliips  to  pafs  the  BiH  before 
them ;  in  doing  which,  they  were  doing  nothing  more  than 
their  anceftors  did,  and  that  at  the  beft  periods  of  our  confti- 
tution, at  an  aera  when  Kberty  was  beft  underftood  and  prac- 
tically defined.     At  the  time  of  the  glorious  Revolution  itfelf, 
that  Houfe  had  adopted  the  meafure  now  propofed  on  flighter 
examination  than  that  which  had  been  the  foundation ;  this 
would  be  apparent  to  their  Lordfliips  on  reference  to  their 
Journals ;  it  would  appear  that  fuch  a  Bill  as  this  had  pafled  on 
a  fimple  communication  from  the  Crown,  without  ftating  any 
thin^  but  a  mere  fa£l  of  there  being  a  confpiracy,  and  without, 
waiting  for  any  proof  it ;  but  although  that  was  the  cafe,  Kc 
felt  in  this  inftance  a  defire  to  enter  a  little  into  the  detail  of 
fafts  by  way  of  information  to  the  Houfe,  and  as  reafons  for 
adopting  this  meafure.     The  aflertion  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, in  which  their  Lordfliips'  Committee  had  unanimoufly 
concurred,  was,  that  they  were  fatisfied  there  was  a  deflgn 
entertained,  openly  profcffcd,  and  afted  upon,  which  aimed 
at  nothing  lefs  than  what  was  ftated  in  his  Majeft/s  meflage, 
a  traitcrous  confpiracy  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  eftabliflicd 
ws  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,   and  to  introduce  a 
.yucmof  anarchy  and  confufion,  which  had  fatally  prevailed 

cour^l''^''  •  *""*  t     "^^  f°"^y  ^^  %  *^^  ^s  had  not  been  dif- 
«gca ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  been  encouraged  in  many 

inftances> 
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inftances,  and  that  at  a  time  when  we  were  at  war  for  the 
fupport  and  maintenance  of  every  thing  that  was  dear  tb  va^ 
and  to  every  civilized  nation  in  the  world;  and  after  bodi 
Houfes  of  Parliament  had  repeatedly  ezpre^d  their  decided 
opinions  on  the  juftnefs  and  neceility  of  that  war.  From  the 
firft  moment  that  thofe  who  brought  on  the  revolution  in 
France  found  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  avow  their  real  prin" 
eiples  and  defigns*  their  milchievoos  fyftem  commenced,  and 
they  began  to  difturb  this  and  other  countries  under  the  name 
of  reform ;  they  had  proceeded  wifely,  if  wifdom  was  an  ap« 
plicable  epithet,  and  could  be  faid  ever  to  attend  iniquity ;  they 
had  proceeded  to  obtain  the  affiftance  of  the  people  of  different 
countries,  well  knowing  that  their  fyftem  could  not  be  eftsH 
bliflied  in  their  own  wimout  fuch  afliftance  $  and  they  found, 
as  naturally  they  expe£l;ed  to  find,  men  of  proiigate  morals 
and  defperate  fortunes  in  many  places  ready  to  join  them. 
Accordingly,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1792,  it  appeared, 
that  a  correfpondence  was  tftabliflied  for  the  purpofe  of  diffe- 
minating  principles  that  were  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the 
exiftence  of  the  conftitution  of  this  country :  He  would 
fay  more,  inconfiftent  with  the  exiftence  of  any  confti- 
tution, or  any  form  of  government  in  this  world,  where 
there  was  either  law,  morality,  religion,  or  order.  In  this 
iituation,  his  Majefty  had  been  advifed  to  warn  his  fubje£ts  of 
the  pernicious  tendency  of  fuch  principles,  and  the  diUemina- 
tion  of  them ;  accordingly,  we  found  that  his  Majefty  iffued 
his  proclamation  in  May  1792,  on  which  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament  addrefled  his  Majefty  in  becoming  terms  of  afiea- 
tion  to  his  perfon  and  familv,  and  profefled  inviolable  attach- 
ment to  the  conftitution ;  tms  was  necefiary  for  them  and  the 
good  part  of  the  community,  for  the  prefenration  of  their  pro- 
perty and  their  liv^s :  Precifely  at  this  period  it  was,  when 
thefe  Societies  came  forward  for  a  purpofe  to  which  it  was 
extremely  material  for  their  Lordfhips  to  attend ;  they  began 
by  endeavouring  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  lower  claffes  of 
the  Public,  by  difleminating  pamphlets,  containing  the  whole 
of  their  fyftem;  they  paffed  arefolution  on  the  18th  of  May 
1792,  to  diftribute  acheap  edition  of  a  book,  intitled,  ^*  Rights 
of  Man.''  The  author  of  that  infamous  libel  announced  to 
them  his  intention  of  publiihing  a  cheap  edition  of  that  work, 
on  which  they  not  only  refolved  that  fuch  a  proceeding  would 
be  highly  praife*worthy,  but  that  3000  copies  ftiould  be  pur- 
chafed  at  the  expence  of  the  Society.  Had  thefe  proceedings 
been  confined  to  one  fpot,  poffibly  they  might  have  remained 
unworthy  notice ;  but,  by  an  aftonifhing  degree  of  zStivity 
and  perfeverahce,  which  was  hardly  ever  equalled  in  a  good 

M  2  caufe. 
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caafe,  they  had  extended  thefe  principles  in  a  Tery  great  de- 
gree, infomuch  that,  by  their  own  papers,  it  appeared  there 
were  fimilar  clubs  in  almoft  every  town  in  Great  Britain,  with 
whom  they  held  a  diref):  and  conftant  correfpondence.    Here 
was  the  foundation  of  that  fyftem  which  had  fince  ripened  into 
treafonable  pra&ices  by  fubfequent  proceedings,  and  which 
were  followed  up  with  incredible  diligence  and  a£livity ;    this 
was  increafed  by  the  fuccefs  of  Dumourier  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, which  demonftrated  the  views  of  the  parties,  as  well  as 
•their  avowed  concurrence  with  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  which  was  manifefted  by  an  addrefs  formally  prefonted 
on  behalf  of  thefe  Societies  to  that  Convention,  and  the  an- 
fwer  to  it  by  Barrere,  the  then  Prefident  of  the  Convention ; 
.which  was,   in  fubftance,  that  the  National  Convention  ap- 
plauded the  fpirit  of  BritiCb  republicans,  and  that  they  trufted 
.the  moment  was  not  very  diftant,  but  was  fad  approaching, 
when  a  National  Convention  {houid  be  cftablifhed  in  England. 
-His  Lordfhip  faid  he  was  induced  to  look  at  firft  on  this  as  a 
:wild,  abfurd  fall v  of  infatuation,  with  which  the  proceedings 
of  that  aflembly  itemed  to  teem ;  but  he  was  compelled  to  give 
Barrere  fome  credit  for  his  forefight  into  the  future  intentions 
of  thefe  perfons,  fince,  on  looking  at  the  fubfequent  proceed- 
ings of  the  Enelifli  republicans,  he  found  it  was  only  part  of  a 
fettled  and  fyuematic  plan  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  country.    The  declaration  of  war,  however,  fuf- 
.pended  this  immediate  intercourfe  between  the  Englifh  Socie- 
ties and  the  French  Convention  \  but  yet  the  Englilh  Societies 
continued  their  affiduity.     It  was  in  vain  that  Parliament  had 
^exprefied  their  repeated  deteftation  of  French  principles ;  it 
was  in  vain  every  method  was  taken  by  Government  to  check 
their  proceedings ;  it  was  in  vain  the  generality  of  the  king- 
dom exprefled  their  determination  to  fupport  our  King  and 
Conftitution ;  ftill  they  went  on,  and  increafed  their  adivity 
in  proportion  as  any  little  advantage  was  obtained  over  the 
allies.     This  would  be  as  evident  to  their  Lordlhips  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  if  they  looked  on  the  names  of  the  perfons  who 
had  been  admitted  members  of  thefe  Societies  afterwards : 
They  were  members  of  the  Convention,  who  had  bv  the  whole 
of  their  fpeeches  and  condu£t,  been  marked  by  tne  moft  de- 
cided evidence  of  hodility  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country ; 
and  they  had  brought  us  to  the  necelBty  of  arming  againft 
them  in  our  defence,  and  almoft  at  this  very  moment,  when 
we  were  arming  for  our  own  defence,  and  in  fupport  of  o»r 
conftitution,  thefe  Societies  made  honorary  members,   and 
entered  the  fpeeches  of  thefe  perfons  in  tkeir* books;    the 
fpeeches  of  Barrere  and  St.  Andri :  Roland  was  alfo  admitted 
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an  honorary  member.  It  was  really  with  aftonifliment  that 
he  at  firft  read  the  ijpeech  of  Barrere,  in  particular  where  he 
ftated  that  it  was  falle  that  the  people  of  England  were  advetfe 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  and  efpecially  to  the 
murder  of  their  King }  he  allowed  that  fome  individuals  in 
this  country  had  expreiTed  fome  difapprobation  of  that  event ; 
but  infilled  that  it  was  not,  by  any  means,  the  general  feeling 
of  the  people  of  England.  This  was  the  fpeech  which  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  wero 
pleafed  to  applaud.  Befides  this,  their  Lordihips  would  per- 
ceive in  thele  Societies,  a  ftudious  imitation  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  National  Convention;  they  adopted  all  their 
phrafes  in  fpeaking«  and  all  their  forms  in  tranfafling  bufi- 
nefs ;  the  more  manifeftly  to  dcmonftrate  that  their  fentiments 
were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  National  Convention.  All  this 
proved,  to  his  mind,  that  their  views  were  to  familiarize  the 
lower  clafles  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  thefe  proceed- 
ings, in  order  to  prepare  them  to  come  to  a  refolution  for  the 
dc^rudion  of  all  rank,  diftinAion,  and  order  in  fociety ;  every 
thing  was  to  be  fwaUowed  up  in  the  Jacobinical  term— Citi« 
zen.  This,  among  other  fof  their  fervile  imitations,  was 
adopted  by  thefe  Societies  ;  and  though  it  might  be  an  infig* 
nificant  circumftance  in  itfelf,  yet,  when  coupled  with  othersi 
went  fully  to  devclope  their  real  principles  and  intentions. 
If  he  were  fpeaking  to  an  aflembly  much  lefs  enlightened  than 
their  Lordihips  were,  he  was  confident  he  (hould  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  convincing  them  of  the  drift  of  all  this ;  but,  what 
was  ftill  of  more  importance,  their  Lordihips  would  fee  there 
was  not  any  one  of  the  papers  of  thefe  Societies,  contained  in 
the  Report,  which  did  not  contain,  not  implied  but  avowed^ 
ezprefled  approbation  of  the  principles  of  government  main- 
tained in  the  National  Convention  of  France;  principleSf 
which  their  Lordihips  well  knew  to  be  utterly  fubverfive 
of  all  government,  and  all  order  in  fociety,  and  a  direA 
attack  on  the  conftitution  which  we  at  prefent  enjoyed. 
The  perfons  who  concurred  in  thefe  fentiments,  diflemmated 
them  with  incredible  induftry  among  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  at  large,  and  with  more  induftry  among  the  lower 
orders  than  any  other ;  every  fpeech  that  was  feditious,  every 
publication  that  was  feditious,  was  difleminated  among  men 
who  were  the  moft  likely  to  be  led  by  their  pafiions,  in  hopes 
finally  of  introducing  anarchy  and  confufion  in  the  country; 
for  this  purpofe  their  Lordihips  would  find  that  they  had  car- 
ried on  correfpondences  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in 
almoft  every  confiderable  manufacturing  town,  where  fimilar 
rciblutions  had  been  entered  into;  in  ihortj  they  had  proceeded 
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with  fanatical  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  wickednefs;  they 
had  at  laft  determined  to  call  what  they  termed  a  Britifh  Con- 
vention; in  0£ioberi793  they  took  meafures  for  this  pur- 
pofe^  and  a  Convendon  afhully  met  in  December  following, 
when  it  appeared  they  were  prepared  to  put  their  meafures  and 
de6gns  into  a  ftate  of  afbvity ;  and  they  then  proceeded  to  fend 
a  delegation  to  Edinburgh,  where  they  met  under  the  avowed 
title  of  the  Britifh  Convention,  and  were  proceeding  to  a£t 
in  dm£k  violation  of  all  law,  when  magiftracy  interfered,  and 
fome  of  them  were  at  this  time  juftly  fuffering  that  punifhment 
due  to  their  crimes.  This,  it  was  hoped,  would  have  had  a  pro- 
'  per  ctkOi ;  inficad  of  which,  the  Societies  had  proceedecl 
farther  than  ever,  and,  in  their  refolutions,  had  dared  to  arraign 
the  proceedings  of  the  courts  which  had  tried  thofe  offenders, 
and  to  infult  die  jufttce  of  their  country.  His  Lord  (hip  pro- 
ceeded to  read  extracts- from  various  pages  of  the  Report,  and 
maintained  that  in  feveral  parts  of  it  open  reiiftance  to  the  law 
was  recommended,  and  that  in  no  part  was  there  any  thing 
evinced  like  adifpofition  to  apply  to  Parliament.— In  one  part 
it  was  ftated,  *^  tnat  the  law  ceafes  to  be  an  objeA  of  obedience 
whenever  it  becomes  an  inftrument  of  oppreiBon."  Then 
was  flated,  as  an  inftance  of  this  oppref&on,  the  trials  and  pu- 
nifliment  of  the  members  of  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh, 
together  with  high  panegyrics  on  the  virtues  of  thefe  indi- 
viduals;—couple  this  with  the  fentence — **  We  fee  with  re- 
gret, but  we  fee  without  fear,  that  the  period  is  faft  approach- 
ing when  the  liberties  of  Britons  mufl  depend,  not  upon 
reafon,  to  which  they  have  long  appealed,  nor  on  their  powers 
of  exprefling  it,  but  on  their  firm  and  undaunted  refolution  to 
oppofe  tyranny  by  the  fame  means  by  which  it  is  exercifed— '* 
he  would  a(k  any  honed  man  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart, 
and  fay  whether  he  did  not  really  believe  that  the  true  fpirit  of 
this  fentiment  was  to  inculcate  the  do£^rine  of  difobedienee 
to  the  exifting  laws,  and  no  repel  by  force  every  attempt  to 
enforce  fuch  laws.  His  Lordfliip  in  his  progrefs  of  animad- 
verfion  upon  the  Report,  read  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  at  the  Globe  Tavern,-  on 
the  2oth  of  January  1 794,  which  he  cenfured  as  a  piece  of 
extravagant  licentioufnefs«  declaring  that  he  would  not  ofiend 
their  Lordfliips  by  reading  the  whole  of  it.  Their  next  ftep 
was  to  animadvert  on  Parliament,  and  to  overawe  its  condu£l ; 
this  was  alfo  exprefled  in  a  drain  too  indecent  for  their  Lord- 
ihips  to  hear  repeated }  and  then  they  complained  of  the  due 
adminidration  of  judice  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland. — ^It  was 
dated — •*  If  we  look  to  Ireland,  we  find  that  acknowledged 
privilege  of  the  people,  to  meet  for  the  fupport  and  protection 
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of  their  rights  and  liberties,  is  attempted,  by  terrors,  to  be  taken 
away  by  a  late  if^ataom  A&.  of  Parliament." — ^In  Scotland-^ 
**  The  wicked  hand  of  power  has  been  impudently  exerted, 
without  even  the  vfrrtcbed  formality  of  an  A&  m  Parlia* 
ment." — Here  it  was  held  out  in  one  cafe,  that  an  A£l  of  Par- 
liament was  an  infamous  A£i,  and  in  the  other,  that  an  A(k  of 
Parliamexit,  if  thefe  Societies  (hould  difapprove  of  it,  was  to 
j  be  oonfidered  as  a  wretched  formality  \  both  tending  to  one 

point,  namely,  that  the  authority  of  either  was  to  be  refifted 
by  open  force. — ^It  was  ftated  indeed  that  they  looked  for  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  by  legal  means ;  but  was  any  man  fimplc 
enough  to  believe  that  fuch  was  their  objedi?  on  die  contrary, 
was  it  not  evident  that  the  whole  of  their  plan  was  to  bring 
j  Parliament  into  contempt  in  the  eyes  of  the  Public,  and  that 

I  this  was  meditated  long  ago  ?  In  ail  the  proceedings  of  thefe 

Societies,  they  attempted  to  hold  forth  the  old  thread-bare 
I  cloak  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform ;  but  this  was  a  flimfy  and 

'  miferable  pretext;  for  their  real  intentions,  he  faid,  were  dif- 

^  guifed  to  no  man.     He  would  afk  their  Lordfliips,  how  did  it 

appear  that  they  meant  to  obtain  this  objeA  ?  Not  by  a  legal 
and  moderate  appeal  to  Parliament  by  petition,  not  by  any 
mode  prefcribed  by  the  conftitution,  but  by  illegaUy  aflembling 
,  and  declaring,  in  a  room  in  a  tavern,  that  if  a  Reform  were 

^  denied  to  them  by  Parliament,  they  would  have  it,  or  rifque 

their   lives.      They  not  only  thus   manifefted  their    trea- 
fonablc  intentions,  but  pronounced  Parliament  an  Aiiembly  of 
traitors  and  thieves;    They  defpifed  the  three  branches  of  the 
I  Legiflature^  and  announced  tlieir  defire  of  appealing  to  the 

people.     He  charged  the  authors  of  thefe  proceedings  diere- 
fore  with  nothing  lefs  than  an  intention  to  introduce  into 
[  this  country  the  anarchy  of  France,  and  {le  hefitated  not  to 

pronounce,  that  their  defigns  were  not  only  criminal,  but  trea- 
fonable.  Their  objed):  was  not  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  but 
the  deftrudlion  of  our  monarchy;  the  deftrudion  of  that 
Houfe,  and  the  deftru£tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  the 
fubveriSon  of  all  law,  order,  rank,  diftinflion,  property— with 
nothing  lefs  than  this  did  he  charge  the  authors  of  thefe  pro* 
ceedings;  and  he  would  fay  again  they  were  treafonable  prac- 
tices. To  maintain  this  aiiertion,  he  need  only  to  advert  to 
fome  paflages,  in  which  they  ftated,  in  the  moft  inflamed  and 
treafonable  terms,  their  views.  It  was  a(ked.  By  what  means 
fliall  we  feek  redrefs  ?  ^  We  anfwcr,  that  men  in  a  date  of 
civilised  fociety,  are  bound  to  feek  redrefs  of  grievances  from 
the  hws,  as  long  as  any  redrefs  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws;'* 
(then  followed  a  text  from  Scripture,  which  he  would  not  pro* 
phanCj  and  hurt  the  ears  of  their  Lordihips  by  repeating,}  but 
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the  conclufion  was,  *'  we  muft  have  redrefs  from  ouronon  latoi^ 
and  not  from  the  laws  of  our  plunderers,  enemies,  and  oppref- 
fon :"  Here  the  people  were  told  again,  that  all  obligation  to 
the  laws  cealed,  for  the  Houfes  of  rartiament  were  filled  with 
their  plunderers9  enemies,  and  oppreflbrs-^-They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  create  themfelves  into  a  Convention  to  fet  Parlia- 
ment afide  altogether.  Thefe  were  treafonable  i€ts^  and 
their  Lordfhips  were  no  more  to  believe  the  profeffions  of 
thefe  men,  that  they  only  wiihed  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
by  legal  means,  than  the  defence  of  a  murderer  was 
to  be  admitted  in  a  court  of  juftice,  if  he  faid  his  intentions 
were  good,  and  aflcrted  that  he  would  a£t  in  a  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional  manner*  Suc!i  a  defence  would  be  a  mockery, 
and  only  fervc  to  excite  fentiments  of  indignation  in  the 
breads  of  a  judge  or  a  jury.  Such  an  excufe  was  abfurd, 
when  the  very  a£is  of  thefe  Societies  evidently  (hewed,  that 
they  meditated  an  intention  of  carrying  into  effedl  tumult, 
anarchy,  and  rebellion.  His  Lordfiiip  next  took  notice  of  a  cir- 
cular letter  fent  to  the  different  Societies,  from  thofe  formed  In 
the  metropolis,  requefting  an  immediate  anfwer,  with  the 
names  of  thofe  whom  they  might  plcafe  to  delegate  to  meet  in 
a  National  Convention,  with  a  return  alfo  of  their  numbers,  i£ 
it  could  be  afcertained.  After  reprobating  this  proceeding  in 
very  ftrong  terms,  he  next  called  their  attention  to  the  refolu- 
tions  entered  into  at  a  meeting  held  at  Chalk  Farm,  on  which 
he  pointedly  animadverted,  and  obferved,  that  a  little  before 
that  meeting  was  held,  an  opinion  had  been  given  in  another, 
place,  in  which  he  concurred  entirely,  namely,  that  if  the  law 
was  not  fuiBclent  to  fupprefs  all  thefe  proceedings,  it  ought  to 
be  altered  and  ftrengthened,  as  it  muft  be  allowed  that  many 
of  thefe  proceedings  were  had  in  contempt  of  the  exiftlng 
laws  of  the  country.  He  declared,  that  he  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever of  thefe  being  treafonable  prances.  He  would  not,  he 
faid,  difguft  their  Lordfhips,  by  reading  the  whole  of  therefo- 
luttons  entered  into  at  Chalk  Farm,  as  they  had  heard  them 
read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  table,  which  (hewed  the  violence  and 
intention  of  this  Society.  From  tliefe  it  was  manifeft,  that 
they,  in  the  moft  undifguifed  manner,  had  exhorted  the  people 
to  arm  )  and  that  the  occaiion  of  their  afiembling,  and  the 
caufe  for  which  they  met,  was  not  to  be  decided  by  Parlia- 
ment, but  by  that  illegal  meeting*  Tliis,  he  contended,  was 
calling  on  the  People  to  rife  in  arms  againft  Parliament ;  it 
was  endeavouring  to  alienate  them  from  their  allegiance  ;  it 
Was  an  avowal  of  treafonable  purpofes,  as  exhorting  the  people 
to  re(ift  the  laws.  From  a  view  of  all  thefe  faflis,  and  from 
this  view  of  their  proceedings,  he  was  convinced^  that  there 
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exiftcd  a  trcafonable  confpiracy,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fu- 
perieding  Parliamcnt,  annihilating  the  Legiflattire,  and  intro- 
ducing guilt,  anarchy,  and  confuGon  into  the  kingdom.  This 
was  the  conclufion  drawn  by  their  Lordihips*  refpeSable 
Committee ;  it  was  the  conclufion  which  he  himfcif  drew 
from  the  circumftances  ;  and,  if  it  was  conclufive  in  the  minds 
of  their  Lordihips,  they  would  proceed  with  difpatch  in  adopt- 
ing fuch  meafures  as  would  put  a  ftop  to  the  fpreading  evil. 
In  fome  of  the  Societies,  ht  remarked,  that  propofals  had  been 
made  for  providing  arms  for  the  members ;  and  if  any  thing 
was  wanting  to  carry  complete  conviftion  to  the  minds  of  the 
mod  incredulous  perfons,  of  their  evil  and  treafonable  inten- 
tions, the  circimiftance  of  their  arming  their  friends  muft  be 
fiifficient.  When  this  faft  was  eftablifhed,  that  they  armed  to 
cfFeftuate  by  force,  if  pofGble,  what  they  could  not  otherwife 
accomplifh  (for  his  Lordfhip  could  not  have  a  doubt  of  the 
ifltie  of  fuch  a  trial),  it  would  furely  be  admitted  to  be  a  neceC- 
fary  caution  to  flrengthen  the  Executive  Government,  and 
enable  it  to  fupprefs  this  growing  mifchief,  and  prevent  a  far- 
ther progrcfs  of  an  evil,  which  might  otherwife  be  ultimately 
produ£live  of  a  civil  war- 
It  had,  he  knew,  been  intimated,  that  the  meafiirc  which  he 
had  to  propofe  to  their  Lordihips,  was  (Irong  and  harih ;  the 
neceflity  of  the  cafe,  however,  required  that  it  (hould  be  car- 
ried into  execution.  If  it  were  argued,  that  there  was  incon- 
gruity in  adopting  a  meafure  that  would  attach  to  the  whole, 
becaufe  a  part  was  criminal,  he  would  argue,  without  meaning 
any  perfonal  compliment  to  thofe  with  whom  he  afled,  that 
their  Lordfliips  might  repofe  with  fafety  in  the  clemency,  and 
the  exercife  of  any  power  veiled  in  the  Executive  Government. 
That  there  was,  and  had  for  feme  time  exifted,  a  tonfpiracy  o£ 
a  treafonable  nature,  there  could  not  be  the  fmalleft  doubt* 
He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  faid,  that  thofe  individuals  who 
could  alone  be  charged  with  criminal  intentions  were  infigni- 
ficant  in  number,  in  talents,  and  in  charafter  •,  but  in  his  opi- 
tiion  it  was  of  little  weight  to  lay  that  a  confpiracy  was  com- 
pofed  of  a  few  mean  and  obfcure  individuals  5  men  who  had 
nothing  to  rifle,  being  bankrupts  in  fortune  as  well  as  charac- 
ter i  for  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  that  if  all  confpiracies  no- 
ticed in  hiftory  were  fearched  into,  they  would  be  found  to 
confift  of  fuch  a  defeription  of  perfons,  whom  no  one  would 
nidividually  truft,  in  whom  fcarcc  any  one  had  individually  any 
confidence.  If  we  looked  at  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  from 
the  carlieft  times,  we  fhould  find  that  the  overthrow  of  all  go- 
vernments had  been  occafioned,  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  ob- 
fcure individuals.  Wc  fliould  find  that  Oliver  Cromwell  was 
Vok.  IV.  N  looked 
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looked  on  m  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  a  man  of  little  confi>> 
deration,  that  he  was  almoft  defpifed  at  (irft,  and  not  thought 
to  be  capable  of  fuch  great  defigns  as  he  afterwards  proved 
himfelf  able  to  accomplifii  *•  The  very  revolution  of  France^, 
that  had  been  the  caufe  of  fuch  ^ighty  mifchief  to  all  Europe, 
was  brought  about  by  a  few  ;  he  underftood  from  the  bed  au- 
thority, that  of  Dumourier  (who  well  knew  the  private  fprings 
of  a&ion  that  effected  the  revolution  in  France),  that,  juit 
previous  to  its  happening,  there  was  not  one  in  ten,  nay  that 
there  were  not  200  perfons  in  all  France  who  wiflied  for  it ; 
and  Robcfpierre  himfelf  was  regarded  for  a  time  as  a  mad- 
man in  the  National  Convention.  It  was  want  of  early  cau- 
tion and  vigorous  meafures  in  the  Executive  Government  that 
enabled  thefe  defperate  chara£lers  to  fucceed  >  we  ihou^d 
regard  the  fate  of  the  Monarchy  of  France  as  a  ferious  leflbn. 
Having  dwelt  on  this  and  other  topics  for  a  confidcrable  time 
with  uncommon  force  of  argument.  Lord  Grenville  faid,  for 
the  reafons  he  had  dated,  he  truded  their  Lorddiips  would 
concur  with  him  in  opinion,  that  the  obfcurity  of  tlie  individu- 
als was  no  fecurity  againd  their  being  able  to  introduce  a  frene 
o  horror  ai.d  confufion,  which,  though  it  would  doubtlefs  be 
eafily  fnbdued,  had  much  better  be  prevented.  He  therefore 
concluded  with  moving,  '•  That  the  Bill  for  empowering  his 
**  Mrijedy  to  fecurc  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  he  may  fufpeft 
*^  to  be  conipiring  againd  his  per  (on  and  government,  be  new 
•*  read  a  firft  time.'*  It  was  read.  His  LordChip  then  moved, 
"  That  ths  13111  be  now  read  a  fecond  time." 

Eitrl  Stanhope  faid,  that,  differing  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  all  his  concluHons,  he  mud  oppofe  the  meafure ;  he 
confidercd  the  B  II  as  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  edablifli- 
mcnt  of  fuch  a  fydem  as  that  which  had  exided  in  France 
before  the  Revolution  ;  a  fydem  for  ere£Ving  a  Bafi'tle  in  this 
country,  and  for  edablffliin^  Leitres  de  Cachet ^  by  which  any 
man  in  the  kingdom  might  be  imprifoned  for  any  length  of 
tirr.e,  at  the  will  of  miniiters,  witho'ut  prv'H>f*  without  reafon, 
and  even  without  trial,  and  ai'tcr  all,  without  redrefs  of  any 
kind  for  fui  h  imprifonment.  He  fliould  have  expefted  that 
when  fuch  a  propefition  was  only  niertioned  in  a  Britidi 
Houfe  or  Parliament,  it  wc^uld  have  inilantly  excited  general 
abhorrence.  There  was  no  fituation  in  which  fuch  a  meafure 
as  the  prefent  ought,"  irl  his  opinion,  to  have  been  attempted, 
much  lefs  in  which  it  could  be  judlfu  d  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  propofed  to  be  carried.  The  Report  which  had  been 
prefented  by  the  Committee,  did  not  by  any  means  date  fuf- 

•  Vide    HumcU  Hiftory  of  England,    vol.  vi.  p,  »74,  a«d  vol.  vii. 
p.  99,  o^avtcd.t.  1789. 
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ficicnt  grounds  on  which  fo  fhrong  a  meafure  as  the  prefent 
could  be  founded.    He  aifured  their  Lordfliips  he  fhould  en- 
deavour to  argue  that  queftion  fairly,  calmly,  and  difpaflion- 
I      ately.    He  had  attended  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as  clofcly 
'      and  as  well  as  he  was  able,  and  he  hoped  their  Lordfliips  would 
attend  to  him,  for  he  hefitated  not  to  declare,  that,  before  he 
proceeded  to  the  minutenefs  of  inveftigation,  before  he  entered 
into  detail,  he  required  only  a  few  minutes  of  attention,  with- 
out prejudice  or  prepoifeflion,  and  he  trufted  he  fiioutd  be  able 
to  do  away  all  the  grounds  laid  down  in  fupport  of  this  mea- 
fure, as  cafily  as  he  could  difperfe  duft  and  feathers,  or  draws 
and  trifles ;  their  LfOrdfhips  would  permit  him  therefore  to 
ftatc  what  the  charge  was  againil  the  members  of  thefe  Soci- 
eties, and  what  had  been  done  by  them  to.ground  thatchargc. 
i      —A  Convention— a  Congrefs — ^a  Meeting — Aflembly,  or  give 
i      it  what  name  they  pleafed,  the  nartc  was  nothing,  the  objcdt 
I      every  thing.    A  Convention  had  been  agreed  upon  by  thefe 
^      Societies.    Two  confiderations  prefented  themfelves  to  view 
I      upon  this  point— the  objed  of  the  parties,  and  the  means  by 
which  that  objeft  was  to  be  attained. — If  either  of  thefe  were 
legal,  no  honeft  man  would  be  difpofed  to  cavil  about  the 
name.     He  would  confider  the  charge  firft,  and  then  he  would 
take  the  anfwer  to  it.    The  charge  was,  that  the  members  of 
^     thefe  Societies  avowed  their  intention  not  to  apply  to  Parlia- 
I       mcnt  for  a  Reform  j  but  that  they  intended  to  fuperfcde  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  power 
and  function  of  legiflation.     There  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
.      nilfcrable  deficiency  of  logic  in  that  conclufion ;  for  it  was 
certainly  poflible   (he  did  not  fay  it  was  advifable)  for  a  body 
of  men  to  form  a  refolution  for  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, and  that  legally,  without  any  application  to  Parliament. 
He  (hould  again  fay  he  did  not  think  it  advifable,  becaufe  the 
parties  were  not  likely  to  attain  their  objeft ;  but  they  cer- 
tainly meant  to  do  fo  legally,  as  the  words  •*  legal  and  confti- 
tutional  means"  occurred  repeatedly  in  every  one  of  the  papers 
of  the  Societies  ftated  in  the  Report.     He  fpoke  the  more 
freely  upon  this  point,  as  he  never  had  belonged  to  any  of  thefe 
Societies,  and  he  did  not  approve  of  the  meeting  of  a  Conven- 
tion, fuch  as  thefe  Societies  propofcd  ;  becayfe,  however  legal 
their  condufl  might  be,  it  was  not  likely  to  be  effectual :  It 
bd  been  tried  already,  and  had  failed,  and  was  likely  to  fail 
again.     It  had  been  tried  in  the  year  1780  and  1781,  and  the 
objeft  was  not  obtained.     The  probability  or  the  improbability 
of  fuccefs  had  however  nothing  to  do  with  the  legality  of  the 
plan.    To  (hew  the  fuccefs  of  a  plan  for  bringing  about  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform>  without  applying  to  Parliament,  he  would 
N  z  put 
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put  a  cafe  which  might  eafily  happen.  Suppofe,  for  inftance 
that  all  thofe  who  at  prefent  poueiTed  the  right  of  eledion 
(hould  determine  not  to  vote  at  a  future  ele£lion  for  any  per- 
ion  who  would  not  engage  and  pledge  himfelf  to  agree  to  a 
gi?en  plan  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform  }  and  fuppofe  all  thofe 
who  were  fo  eleded  (hould  be  faithful  to  their  engagement — 
here  would  be  at  once  a  plan  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform  car* 
ried  into  efFe£i,without  any  application  to  Parliament,  and  yet 
it  would  be  perfectly  legal.  It  was  faid  that  thefe  papers  had 
extravagant  ideas  of  Retorm«-»**  Annual  Parliaments  andUni- 
▼erfalSufiTage;*'*-fuch  ideas  were  not  peculiar  to  thefe  per- 
fons.  He  could  (hew  to  their  Lordfhips  that  there  was  a  per- 
fon  of  the  name  of  Richmond,  who  had  held  precifely  the 
fame  opinion,  had  delivered  that  opinion  in  Parliament,  and 
had  agitated  it  without  doors.  If  therefore  the  Houfe  would 
allow  this  Richmond  to  entertain  thefe  ideas  with  impunity, 
they  muft  at  lead  tolerate  the  members  of  thefe  Societies  in 
following  the  example.  The  Secretary  of  State  faid,  that 
thefe  Societies  had  exprefied  difapprobation  of  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland }  he  yrould  {hew  them  that  the  fame  fort  of  intem- 

ferate  exprefEons  had  been  made  ufe  of  with  refped  to  the 
Parliament  of  England.  Let  their  LordOiips  recolle£l  a  Con- 
grefs,  a  Meeting,  or  a  Committee,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  the 
year  1780,  with  many  great  and  refpeftable  names  in  it,  fome 
Members  of  that  Huule,  and  fome  that  were  not  fo ;  the  late 
Earl  of  Camden,  the  Earl  of  Jerfey,  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  and 
among  the  reft  the  Right  Hon.  Tommy  Townfliend. 

Lord  Sydney  denied  tnat  he  had  ever  belonged  to  a  Congrcfs 
or  a  Convention  either  in  the  county  of  Kent  or  elfewhere. 
With  regard  to  the  name  the  Noble  Earl  had  chofen  to  call 
liim  by,  he  (hould  never  be  a(hamed  of  it. 

Ear/  Stanhope  proceeded.  He  faid  he  never  affcrted  that  his 
Ix>rdihip  was  a  Member  of  a  Convention  ;  he  fpoke  only  of  a 
Kentifli  Committee,  which  he  could  prove  that  Noble  Lord 
attended.  At  this  meeting  were  prefent  a  brother  of  the  Noble 
Secretary  of  State,  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Fortef- 
cue,  and  many  other  high  and  diftinguHhed  charafters.  They 
afterMTtrds  met  in  London  and  in  Weftminfter,  and  they  dated 
fcveral  points  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament ;  and  the  meeting 
entered  into  feveral  fpirited  refolutions,  and  did  not  fpeak  of 
.Parliament  in  very  foft  or  delicate  exprefllons.  A  Congrefs, 
for  fo  he  believed  it  had  been  called,  met  in  London,  and  met 
trhcre  ?  Not  in  an  obfcure  place,  but  in  a  place  of  the  moft 
public  kind,  the  Common  Council  Chamber  of  the  Guildhall 
of  the  City  5  to  which  affembly  Aldermen  Wilkes  and  Saw- 
bridge  were  feat  as  delegates  on  behalf  oi^c  City.    A  Ineet' 

ing 
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ing  was  alfo  held  at  the  Thatched  Houfc  Tavern,  at  whick 
fome  Lords  that  he  tlien  faw  were  prefent.  At  that  meeting 
alfo  refolntioDS  were  entered  into.  He  did  not  fay  that  all  the 
individuals  aiTembled  agreed  to  thefe  refolutions,  but  the  Soci- 
ety agreed  to  them ;  and  no  queftion  was  ever  darted  upon 
the  legality  of  the  meeting,  or  of  its  meafures.  He  next  took 
notice  of  the  quintuple  alliance ;  which  had  agreed  to  call  a 
Convention,  precifely  as  thefe  Societies  had  done.  Another 
meeting,  upon  the  fubje£l  of  Reform,  had  been  held  in  Scot- 
land -,  and  by  the  exprefs  recommendation  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, it  w-as  called  a  Convention.  This  he  only  mentioned 
to  prove  that  there  wa&  nothing  illegal  in  the  word  Conven- 
tion. Their  Lordfhips  fo  well  knew  what  the  condu£l  of  Mr. 
Pitt  had  been  upon  the  fubjed  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  that 
it  was  unnecefiary  for  him  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  refpef^ing 
it.  He  would  therefore  next  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  great  names  that  had  fupported  the  very  doftrines 
avowed  by  thefe  Societies,  Mr.  ritt.  Sir  George  Saville,  and 
ether  charadlers  of  weight  and  confideration  in  thq  coun- 
try. He  begeed  their  Lordfliips  in  particular  to  attend  to  dm 
declaration  of  Sir  George  Saville,  a  chara£ler  whom  every  one 
who  knew  efteemed.  That  great  and  good  man  had  in  his 
letter  to  his  conftitue^ts,  publifhed  much  feverer  words  on  the 
Parliantentt^than  thefe  Societies  had  done  by  any  of  their  refo- 
lutions,  and  inftead  of  being  blamed,  he  was  revered  for  it* 
f  His  Lf>rdlhin  read  an  extra£t  from  Sir  George  SavUle^s  letter.] 
He  alfo  took  notice  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  letter  to  Co- 
lonel Sharman,  in  which  his  Grace  exprefTes  his  concern  that 
Mr.  Pitt's  motion  had  not  made  one  profelyte,  and  declares 
that  he  has  no  hopes  of  any  reform  from  Parliament,  but  that 
the  people  muft  do  every  thing  for  themfelves.  In  point  o£ 
juftice,  therefore,  if  any  of  the  members  of  thefe  oocietics 
were  to  be  fent  to  prifon  for  difrefpe£lful  cxpreffions  to  Par- 
liament, they  muft  fend  with  them,  for  the  fame  offence,  Citt^ 
2^«  Richmond.  As  inftances  of  the  freedom  that  had  with 
impunitv  been  taken  with  the  charafter  of  Parliament,  he 
quoted  the  letter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Briftol,  and  that  to  Sir  Hercules  Langrlflie  in  179^* 
on  the  fubje^^  of  the  exclufionof  the  Irifli  Catholics  from  the 
clcStiYt  franchifc,  and  commented  at  fome  length  on  both, 
contending,  that  he  had  afforded  irrefragable  proof  that  fuch 
i^etings  were  not  illegal;  but  he  faid,  he  would  add  one  ar- 
jgument,  which  muft  be  deemed  incontrovertible.  Before  the 
paffmg  of  the  Convention  Bill  in  Ireland,  the  law  with  refpeft 
Up  public  nffcmblies  of  the  people  was  the  fame*  in  that  coun- 
"try  as  in  England.     In  order,  tliercfore,  to  alter  it,  a  Bill  had 

been 
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been  pafled  to  declare  fuch  afleniblies  illep^a),  which  was  a 
dear  confeflion,  that  that  which  after  the  palling  of  the  Bill 
was  ill^l,  was  ftridly  legal  before  the  paffing  of  the  Bill. 
He.ridiculed  the  idea  of  a  confpiracy  bein^  meditated,  and  car- 
Tied  on  by  meetings,  of  which  eve;^  tranfadion  had  been 
printed  in  the  public  ncwfpapers,  many  of  them  two  years 
ago ;  and  maintained  that  if  what  was  dated  in  the  Report  was 
illegal,  Government  ought  to  have  profecutcd  them  long  fince  ; 
not  to  have  done  which  was  not  only  a  grofs  negleft  of  duty, 
but  amounted  in  his  mind  to  mifprifion  of  treafon.  One  part 
of  the  charge  againft  thefe  Societies  was,  that  they  had  circu- 
lated a  cheap  edition  of  the  Rights  of  Man.  Upon  that  point 
be  could  ilate  a  fa£l,  which  their  Lord  (hips  ought  to  know* 
although  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  believed,  did  not  know  it  , 
bimfelf,  but  it  was  extremely  material :  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  that  day.  Sir  Archibald  M*Donald,  had  indifted  Mr. 
Paine,  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  for  a  libel ;  and  that 
book  had  been  declared  by  a  jury  a  libel  on  the  conftitution  of 
this  country.  In  all  the  cheap  editions  of  this  book,  circulated 
by  order  of  thofe  Societies,  the  parts  felefted  by  the  Attornev- 
General  were  omitted  ;  the  inference  therefore  was,  that  the 
book  in  that  (late  was  a  legal  publication,  for  their  Lordfliips 
would  not  prefume  that  the  Attorney-General  had  fo  much 
negleAed  his  duty  as  to  pafs  any  part  of  a  public  Hbcl  by>  with- 
out inferting  it  in  th«  indi£lment.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  the 
addrefs  to  the  Jacobins  and  Convention,  which  •le  Report  of 
the  other  Houfe  curioufly  ftates  to  have  been  made  on  the  eve 
of  a  commencement  of  a  war,  was  legal  in  his  opinion,  as  long 
as  the  war  was  not  begun.  The  anfwer,  which  the  Conven- 
tion returned  to  that  addrefs,  vi-as  as  curioufly  dated  as  a  crime, 
without  its  being  known  whether  the  anfwer  was  approved  or 
even  read.  This  was  a  courfe  of  ftrange  and  violent  prefump- 
tion,  at  which  the  human  mind  revolted,  and  which  could 
fcarcelybc  repeated  with  gravity.  The  Report  too  was  as 
defective  in  faft,  as  it  was  in  candour.  A  charge  had  been 
made  againft  one  of  thefe  Societies  for  having  admitted  Bar- 
rere  and  Roland  honorary  members ;  there  was  nothing  on 
the  face  of  it  illegal,  for  the  fpeeches  of  thel'e  pcrfons  were 
Tiot  ftated  in  the  Report,  and  their  Lordfliips  had  no 
evidence  of  their  unconftitutioual  tendency  5  bcfidcs,  the 
Secretary  of  State  miftook  the  fimation  of  Roland-,  he 
was  not  a  Member  of  the  Co.ivention — it  was  impoflible  he 
(houldbe  fo,  for  he  was  a  mmiftcr,  and  placemen  did  not  fit 
in  Parliament  in  France  as  they  did  here.  If,  therefore,  any 
complaint  was  to  be  exhibited  again (l  the  members  of  thefe 
Societies,  for  adopting  of  any  patt,   or    applauding  thefe 
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fpeeches,  we  (hould  have  evidence  of  the  fpecchos  thcmCslTes. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  hinted  at  feme  parts  of  thcfc 
fp*.echei»  i  but  not  a  word  was  faid  of  their  contents  in  the. 
K'/port.  i)ef]  ies,  he  maintained  that  the  Report  itfelf  was 
cxramely  untair,  and  made  up  entirely  againft  all  the  rales  of 
cv'idcacj;  parts  of  the  correfpondence  of  the  Societies,  and 
tiu  it;  the  m<  il  unfavourable,  were  felc^led,  and  the  favour* 
abie  parts  oniicrjd^  whereas  in  point  of  juflicCy  and  by  the 
ruJ  •:>  of  raw,  the  whole  of  the  books  of  the  Society  fhould  be 
qu.  ted  in  tl-.e  Report,  and  fet  forth  at  full  length,  that  the 
h^uk  mi;ihi  not.  be  called  upon  to  judge  from  mutilated, 
g-iro  «:(;,  ai:d  detached  paflages,  but  fairly  and. equitably  from 
the  'jvhole  context:  And,  for  aught  their  Lord (liips could  know 
to  the  coiuriry,  the  whole  taken  together  might  not  only  be 
au  pn  >cent,  but  alfo  a  meritorious  work.  In  one  part  of  the 
reloluti'Ms  o>*  thefe  Societies  they  dated,  "  that  the  friends 
01  ttj'orm  are  the  friends  oi  pence-,  their  princPples  can  be  pro- 
niutv  j!»'y  by  peaceable  means;  they  know  of  no  other  me- 
t  «><!  I  r  )iyr /'-.ing  the  objeft  they  defire."  On  the  fubje£t  of 
a*  ns,  his  Lvrvllhip  quoted  the  authority  of  Blackftone,  in  the 
f:rit  chapter  oi  the  firft  book  of  his  Commentaries,  as  follows: 
•'  '■ . '  fifth  m^  lad  auxiliary  right  of  the  fubjcft,  that  I  Ihall  ' 
at  prMent  mention,  is  th.lt  of  having  arms  for  their  defence, 
fuitaiilj  to  their  condition  and  degree,  and  fuch  as  are  allowed, 
by  law  "  In  order  to  give  fome  colour  to  the  fuggeftion  in  the 
Rt^p'Tt,  thnt  arms  were  preparing  of  a  new  kind,  a  ftory  had 
bcviTi  f  ircuiatt^d  the  preceding  day  of  an  innkeeper  having  r©- 
C'-ivcil  4.}'n  Itand  of  arms,  which  had  been  feized,  and,  after 
a  i,  hnd  been  proved  to  have  been  fent  from  Birmingham  to 
London  for  the  ufe  of  Government.  He  defired  to  know  what 
other  arms  had  been  traced  or  difcovered?  The  Earl  alfo 
quoted  the  opinion  of  Lord  Hawkelhury,  on  the  propriety  of 
aming  the  pc«?ple,  who  had  faid  that  there  never  was  an  in- 
ftance  of  an  armed  people  ufing  their  power  to  their  own  dc?» 
ftrucli-n ;  in  which  opinion,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  coincided 
completely,  for  he  vvilhcd  that  inftead  of  30,000,  we  had 
400,000  militia;  were  that  the  cafe  there  would  be  nothing  to 
fear  from  internal  commotions.  The  whole  of  the  meafure 
propofed  to  be  grounded  on  the  Report  of  the  two  Commits 
tees,  his  Lordihip  faid,  appeared  to  him.  to  be  unwife  and 
unwarrantable ;  and  the  fer^r  pretended  to  be  felt  on  it  was  to 
b**  compared  to  nothing  fo  aptly  as  the  windmill  of  Doa 
<^ixotc.  SuppofMig,  however,  that  there  was  any  founda- 
tion for  fearing  the  machinations  of  a  few  individuals,  how 
unjuft  was  it  that  the  freedom  of  all  the  people  of  England 
fiiould  he  thrown  at  the  feet  of  the  minilter^  and  rendered  dc- 
4  pendent 
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pendent  on  his  trill,  on  account  of  the  mifbeharionr  of  sr 
fmall  number.  The  Earl  concluded  with  defiring  their  Lord* 
fhips  for  a  moment  to  rc&eGt  on  the  poflible  efleS  of  all  this* 
Suppofe  a  ftream  of  water  that  liad  often  fertilized  a  beaotifut 
plain  had  broken  its  mounds,  and  for  a  time  had  done  fome 
trifling  injury  to  the  foil — mifcrably  unwife  would  that  huC- 
bandman  be»  who,  for  no  other  reafon,  endeavoured  to  choak 
up  the  current,  and  ftop  the  river  altogether.  Was  it  not  no* 
torious  that  fuch  an  effort  would  be  fraitlefs  ?  The  career  of 
the  river  might  be  checked  for  a  time)  but  the  torrent  would 
afterwards  burft  forth  with  greater  impetuoGtv,  bear  down  all 
opposition,  and  fpre.ui  ruin  and  devalcation  through  the  adja- 
cent country.  So  in  the  cafe  before  their  Lordfhips,  the 
flowing  of  human  reafon  Government  had  not  \hc  power  of 
checking,  but,  like  the  prudent  hufbandman,  they  might  with 
care  dtrefl  its  channel  into  its  proper  courfe,  and  let  all  ta 
rights  again,  by  widening  its  banks,  and  digging  its  bed 
deeper.  The  fame  argument  will  apply  in  the  prefent  in- 
ilance :  **  Do  juftice/*  faid  he,  "  produce  meafures  of  mild 
and  temperate  reform^  and  give  the  people  peace ;  by  that 
meansi  my  Lords,  you  may  be  able  to  guide  their  reafoning^ 
and  keep  it  fafely  within  its  due  limits." 

EarJ  Spencer  f:\iJ,  he  felt  himfelf  ^lled  upon  by  an  allufion 
which  the  Noble  Earl  had  made,  to  a  meeting  held  in  the 
year  1 780.  He  denied  the  conduft  imputed  to  him  at  that 
meeting :  He  had  been  prefent  it  was  true,  and  approved  of 
the  general  purpofe  of  the  meeting ;  but  if  the  Noble  Earl  had 
examined  any  proper  account  of  what  paflied,  he  would  find 
that  he  did  not  go  to  the  full  extent  that  other  perfons  prefent 
had  wifhcd  to  do ;  that  he  differed  from  feveral  of  the  refo- 
lutions  entered  into,  and  gave  his  reafons  at  the  time  why  he 
fo  differed.  But  that  fa£^  out  of  the  queftion,  his  Lordfhip 
faid,  one  thing  ftruck  him  in  examining  the  Report,  v/a.  that 
in  the  language  of  the  letter  from  the  Correfponding  Societies 
to  that  denominated  the  Friends  of  the  People,  to  whichm  any 
moft  refpc£^able  charaf^ers  belonged,  the  word  Conventiou  was 
not  ufed.  This  he  conceived  to  be  a  mere  blind,  to  cover  and 
malk  their  concealed  objed^  ;  and,  in  like  fnanner,  they  ufed 
the  terms  ^  legal  ami  conftitutional,'*  only,  in  his  judgment, 
the  better  to  varnifti  over  their  defigne.  The  meafure  pro- 
pofcd  was  undoubtedly  a  ftrong  one,  but  it  was  not  ftronger 
than  the  occafion  and  the  fituation  of  the  country  called  for : 
He  conceived  it  to  be  abfolutely  neceffarv,  and  he  gave  mi^ 
nifters  his  hearty  thanks  for  having  brought  it  forward.  .  If 
the  meafure  wanted  juftification,  he  would  conclude  with 
riving  it  in  the  words  of  fiiackHone  as  nearly  as  be  could  re-. 

,      coUefl 
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colled  them,  viz.  "  That  it  was  well  worth  while  to  fur- 
render  a  part  of  their  liberties  for  a  time,  in  order  to  fecure 
tlic  whole  for  ever."  The  fentiments  and  ihp  proceedings  of 
that  meeting  were  very  different  indeed  from  what  feemed  to  ' 
annate  thole  more  recent  Societies  to  which  the  prefent  Bill 
applied. 

Lord  Hay  (Earl  of  Kinnoul)  fpoke  fliortly  on  the  fame  fide^ 
and  vindicated  the  meafure  as  becoming  the  wifdom  of  Admi-* 
niftration,  and  fit  for  the  occafion. 

Lord  Boringdon  faid,  when  the  meetings  that  had  been  al- 
luded to  were  held,  and  in  agitation,  he  had  t^ikea  no  part  on 
the  occafion;  neither  being  a  Member  of  the  Legtflature  at 
the  time,  nor  indeed  in  the  country.     But  he  could  not  think 
of  giving  a  filent  vote  on  the  prefent quellion  ;  and  perhaps  a 
more  momentous  one  never  was  agitated  within  the  walls  of 
that  Houfe.     He  was  furprifed  there  could  be  any  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  Report  \  that  difference  of  opinion  could 
only  arife  on  two  grounds;  either  that  the  fa£is  in  that  Re- 
port were  not  fairly  dated,  or,  if  fahly  ftated,  that  the  lan- 
guage in  which  they  were  conveyed  did  not  bear  the  fame 
fignification  in  one  Noble  Lord's  mind  that  they  did  in  the 
mind  of  another.    The  exiflence  of  a  mofl  dangerous  confpi- 
racy  againil  the  government  of  this  country  was  evident,  ,un- 
lefs  it  could  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Committee  had  abufed  the 
confidence  repofed  in  them  j  or  that  the  fame  words  in  the 
Englifli  language  were  capable  of  different  fignifications.    He 
entertained  a  very  high  opinion,  individually  and  colleftively, 
of  thofe  Members  who  had  compofed  the  two  Committees  to 
whom  thofe  papers  had  been  referred;  and  as  fuch,  he  could 
not  fuppofe  that  they  could  or  would  miftakc  fafts  :  And  as  to. 
the  language,  he  thought  it  was  fa  phin,  that  it  could  not 
admit  of  two  interpretations :  Under  th'efe  circumftances,  he 
was  difpofed  to  reft  his  confidence  on  both;  and  he  thought 
the  necefiity  fuch,  as  to  call  for  the  interference  of  the  Legif- 
lature.     He  approved  of  the   meafure,  becaufe,   though    a 
ftrong  one,  he  was  convinced  that  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe 
called  for  a  ftrong  meafure.     When  he  faw  many  of  the  moft 
refpedlable  characters  in  the  kingdom,  who  had  long  oppofed 
the  prefent  Government,  go  over  to  the  aid  of  miniflers,  then 
it  was  that  he  perceived  the  feeds  of  all  the  mifchief  that  had 
fincc  happened,  and  faw  it  was  high  time  that  an  effe£tual 
check  (hould  be  put  to  the  progrefs  of  fuch  deftrucbive  pro- 
ceedings.    By  declarirtg  himfelf  an  alannlft,  he  meant  not 
that  he  felt  any  idle,  weak,  or  unmanly  alarms,  and  was  as 
much  for  the  rights,  the  fair,  pure,  equitable  rights  of  man,  as 
any  body     The  moft  valuable  of  thofe  rights,  however,  ap- 
VoL.  IV.  O  pcarcd 
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pcared  to  him  to  be  protcftion  from  the  laws  under  whicK  a 
man  lived,  and  being  no  friend  to  the  modern  fyftem  of  France, 
or  the  introdu£lion  of  innovating,  metaphyfical  principles,  it 
became  his  duty  to  join  in  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  Govem-' 
ment,  when  he  thought  any  attack  was  attempted  to  be  made 
upon  the  couftitution  of  the  country.  He  confidered  the 
prefent  meafure  as  a  wife  one,  and  as  a  meafure  likely  to 
prove  efficient.  He  fhould,  therefore,  give  his  fan£tion  and 
aflent  to  the  Bill. 

Lord  Thurlow  faid,  that  before  he  entered  into  the  queftion. 
It  was  proper  to  notice  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  had  come 
into  that  Houfe.     He  confidered  it  firft  as  founded  upon  the 
King's  Mcflage ;  and  next  on  the  proceedings  which  had  fincc 
taken  place  upon  it  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  been 
tranfmitted  from  thence  to  their  I^rdfliips,  upon  which  their 
own  Committee  had  reported.     Having  thus  been  enabled  to 
ground  their  judgments  on  the  fubjeft  matter  fubmittcd  to 
their  confideration,  it  became  the  duty  of  both  Houfes  to  pro-* 
ceed  in  the  bufinefs  as  they  might  fee-caufe.     In  his  opinion 
the  Lords  had  a£led  in  the  wifeft  way,  by  taking  it  up  as  a 
foundation  of  a  general  meafure  in  the  manner  they  had  done ; 
but  he  could  not  help  faying,  that  the  debate  upon  the  Re- 
port of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  leaft  a  great  part  of  it,  in 
many  indances,  that  night,  had  gone  rather  wide  of  the  mark. 
The  only  communication  before  them,  was  the  Report  of 
their  own  Committee,  and  the  Bill  M^hich  was  founded  upon 
that  Report.     The  general  principle  upon  which  he  conceived 
the  Bill  to  be  founded,  was  neceffityj  and  when  once  that 
neceffity  was  cftablilhed,  there  was  nothing  fo  ftrong  in  the 
meafure  as  ought  to  create  an  objeftion  to  it.     Obedience  to 
the  laws,  he   affirmed  to  be  a  duty,  which  every  Legiflature 
was  bound  to  enforce,  and  if  it  was  clear  that  the  proceedings, 
which  made  the  Bill  neceflary,  tended  to  produce  that  anarchy 
in  this  country  which  had  prevailed  in  France  (and  itmuft  be 
allowed,  that  anarchy  was  the  moft  cruel  of  all  tyranny),  then 
it  was  neceffiiry  to  adopt  this  meafure,  which^  though  it  for  a 
time  fecmcd  to  infringe  upon  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution,  only  took  away  juft  as  much  as  fecurcd  the  reft,  which 
certainly  was  a  wife  and  commendable  policy,  and  under  cer- 
tain circumftanccs  abfolutely  neceflary.     He  reprobated  the 
pra£Vice  of  introducing   names  of  perfons,  or  even  allufions 
to  thofe  who  were  under  trial ;  it  was  unfair,  unjuft,  and  un- 
known in  tlie  praflice  of  the  Englifli  Legiflature ;  they  ought 
not  to  be  prejudged  or  pronounced  guilty  beforehand.     From 
what  he  had  fcen  of  the  Report,  it  contained  many  fafts  that 
amounted  to  heinous  and  aggravated  fcdition,  but  he  did  not 
't  think 
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think  that  they  amounted  to  any  higher  crime.  If  fufBcienC 
fa£is  and  inferences  of  their  fubfequent  conduA  could  be; 
proved  upon  thofe  who  had  a^ed  fo  feditiouily,  undoubtedly 
evidence  of  that  fort  might  carry  their  offences  up  to  treafon, 
but  he  thought  it  proper  to  decline  going  any  farther  upon  that 
head,  not  only  becaufe  there  could  not  be  any  fuch  evidence 
before  the  Houfe,  but  as  there  were  certain  pcrfons  in  cuf- 
tody,  who  had  been  committed  for  treafon.  Much  allufion, 
his  Lordfhip  obferved,  had  been  made  to  former  opinions  and 
fentiments  entertained  by  different  perfons  on  the  fubje£t  of 
Parliamentary  Reform.  The  condud  of  thofe  perfons  he 
confidered  to  be  highly  reprehenfible  5  they  had  calumniated 
the  Parliament,  becaufe  a  fanciful  fyftem  of  theirs  happened 
not  to  be  adopted,  and  they  therefore  defcrvcd  condign  punifh- 
ment,  which  puniihment,  if  it  had  been  infli£led,  might  have 

Siroduced  the  good  effe£l  of  curbing  the  violence  of  thofe  Re- 
ormers  who  had  come  after  them.  But  though  they,  to 
whom  he  alluded,  had  efcaped,  that  was  no  excufe  for  others 
who  wiOied  to  carry  their  fchemes  farther.  He  repeated,  that 
from  what  he  had  feen  of  the  Report,  he  thought  there  was 
ground  for  punifbment,  as  far  as  punifhment  for  mifdemeanour 
goes ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  decline  giving  any  further  opi- 
nion. A  grofs  miftake  feemed  to  exift  refpecling  the  extent 
of  the  Bill  then  propofed,  which  in  h&,  gave  no  additional 
power  to  the  Executive  Government,  as  to  confining  and  de- 
taining fufpefled  perfons,  which  they  had  not  before,  except 
this,  namely,  that  they  could  be  fo  fecured  and  detaine<l  for  a 
certain  time,  without  being  brought  to  trial  bur  at  the  indance 
of  Government :  It  had  been  called  a  fufpenfton  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  As  'j  how  that  term  got  into  vulgar  language,  he  knew 
not,  but  he  was  not  difpofed  to  quarrel  with  thofe,  who  fo 
called  it,  as  upon  a  reference  to  their  own  Journals,  their  Lord- 
(hips  would  find  that  it  was,  on  every  occafion  when  fuch  a 
BiU  had  been  agitated,  fo  defcribed  in  the  margin.  If  the 
Bill  was  pafTed  the  next  day,  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t  ftill 
would  remain  in  full  force,  and  magiilrates  a£ting  under  this 
Ad  J  mufl  confider  that  to  be  the  cafe,  and  a£l  with  propor- 
tionate  caution. — ^He  recurred  to  the  different  periods  in 
hiftory,  when  this  fort  of  Aft  had  been  mofl  the  fubjeft 
of  Parliamentary  difcufEon.  In  Charles  the  Second's  time, 
he  faid,  it  had  been  in  difufe,  and  was  renewed  in  the 
year  1704,  but  it  had  been  generally  too  much  tainted  with 
party.  A  Bill  of  this  fort  had  been  at  different  times 
brought  forward,  in  cafes  where  an  aftual  infurreftion  took 
place,  or  where  confpiracies  were  ftrongly  fufpeded,  although 
they  were  of  fo  hidden  a  nature  that  they  could  not  be  im- 
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mediately  traced  *,  and  in  the  laft  cafe  it  became  prudent  and 
neceffary  to  fecurc  and  detain  pcrfons  fufpeded,  till  fuch  con- 
fpiracy  could  be  traced.  As  to  the  crimes  charj^cd  in  the  * 
Report,  certainly  many  pcrfons  might  be  committed  under 
this  A^,  but  he  thought  mod  of  them  could  be  brought  be- 
fore the  common  courts,  whether  this  zSt  pafied  or  not. 
With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  any  additional  difcre- 
tionary  power  put  into  the  hands  of  minifters  might  be  ufed, 
he  mud  fay,  that  he  fliould  not  have  the  leaft  hefitation  in 
rifking  his  own  individual  liberty,  his  property,  and  his  life, 
in  the  difcr*ion  of  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State,  and  be- 
lieved he  could  no  where  be  fafcr.  This  matter  of  opinion 
however  was  not  a  fair  argument  when  any  extraordinary 
power  was  to  be  given  to  the  Executive  Government.  In 
iuch  inftances,  nothing  more  ought  to  be  trufted  in  the  hands 
pf  minifters  than  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  abfolutely  required } 
to  argue  that  way  would  be  to  diftinguilh  the  officer  from  the 
office,  and  might  put  it  in'the  power  of  a  bad  man,  to  do  that, 
which  a  good  man  never  would  do  if  he  had  the  power.  In 
all  cafes  where  punifhment  was  merited,  the  bed  remedy  to 
prevent  (imilar  offences,  was  to  punilh  in  an  exemplary  man- 
ner. He  mentioned  a  pamphlet  publiflied  by  Debrett  which 
had  that  day  been  put  into  his  hand,  r^flefting  highly  upon 
the  Judges,  and  grofsly  calumniating  mjny  Mtr ml  ers  of  that 
Houfe;  it  was  difgraceful  and  indecent,  fuch  as  he  thought 
never  ought  to  pafs  unpunifhed.  He  urged  the  neccffity  of 
fupporting  nwgiftracy,  and  faid,  that  vilifying  and  mifrepre- 
fenting  the  conduft  of  judges  and  magiftrates  entruited  with 
the  adminiftration  of  iuftice,  and  the  laws  of  the  country, 
was  a  crime  of  a  very  neinous  nature,  mod  deftru^ivc  in  its 
confequences,  becaufe  it  tended  to  lower  them  in  the  opinion 
of  thofe  who  ought  to  feel  a  proper  reverence  and  refpeft  for 
theit  high  and  important  fituations  5  and  when  it  was  ftated 
to  the  wicked  and  deprived,  that  their  judges  and  magiftrates 
were  ignorant  and  corrupt,  it  tended  to  leflen  the  refpeft  of 
the  people  for  the  laws,  weakened  their  effiracy,  and  dcftroyed 
the  authority  of  magiClrates,  infomuch  that  if  a  magiftrate 
generally  held  to  be  ignorant  and  corrupt  fentenccd  a  f..ditious 
perfon  to  condign  punifhment,  all  authority  and  rclpc'6fc  for 
fuch  mngidrate  being  lod,  the  example  of  the  punilhment  was 
at  an  end. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  /lid,  he  rofe  with  a  dcfign  of  fub- 
mitting  to  them  a  m'\tion  before  he  fat  doM'n,  which  he  was 
confident  could  not  be  rcfifted  by  any  Noble  Lord  in  that 
Houfe;  and  the  effeft  of  which  wQuid  be  to  poftpone  for 
the  p^efent  the  further  difcufBon  of  the  meafure  under  their 

Lord- 
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Lordfhips'  confideratton — he  meant  to  conclude  with  moving 
the  queftion  of  Adjournment.     Before,  however,  he  proceed- 
ed to  ftate  the  particular  reafons  upon  which'  he  (hould  ground 
this  motion,  he  thought  it  fitting,  that  he  (hould  take  fomc- 
what  of  a  general  view  of  the  fubje£t  under  difcuflion,  and 
of  fome  of  the  arguments  which  had  been  adduced  in  fup- 
port  of  it. — In  doing  this,  his  Lordihip  fcouted  the  idea  of  the 
exiftence  of  any  real  danger  adually  to  be  apprenended  from 
thofe  confpiracies  with  which  the  country  was  kept  in  alarm, 
but  which  he  believed  exiftcd  only  in  the  weak  heads,  or  in« 
fidious  deiigns,  of  minifters.     He  had  attended  particularly  to 
the  Report,  which  had  been  made  to  their  Lordfliips  but  could 
not  find  out  in  that,  or  any  circumftance  connected  with  it, 
the  lead  grounds  for  the  very  (hong  and  alarming  meafure, 
which  it  was  intended  by  the  propoied  Bill  to  introduce ;  an 
innovation  and  infringement  upon  the    conilitution  of  the 
country,  unwarranted  by  any  principle  of  policy,  neccflity,  or 
precedent,  that  could  be  mentioned,  and  coming  only  as  one 
of  thofe  extraordinary  and  unheard-of  meafurrs,  which   the 
prefent  Adminiilration  had  been  daily  introducing  as  part  of 
their  fettled  fyftem  for  the  laft  two  years.     It  certainly,  though 
the  greateft,  was  not  the  only  innovation  which  they  had  lately 
brought  forward ;  they  had  begun  with  an  Alien  Bill  \  then  a 
Traiterous  Correfpondence  Bill ;  the  next  extraordinary  mea- 
fures  heard  of  had  been  that  of  bringing  foreign  troops  into 
the  kingdom,  and  that  of  raifmg  Voluntary  Subfcripti>ns  with- 
out the  confcnt  of  Parliament,  rheafures  fufBciently  novel  in 
their  nature  to  roufe  the   feelings  of  alarm   and  diitruft  in 
Britifh  bofoms^  and  thev  were  to  be  followed  up  by  this  Bill, 
which,  whatever  might  oe  the  opinion  of  other  Noble  Lords, 
he  would  contend  amounted  to  a  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A(k ;  the  whole  forming  a  chain  of  revolutionary  mea- 
fures  tending  to  eftablilh  in  this  country  a  new  fyflem  of  re- 
volutionary government.     When  he  thouprht  for  a  moment 
upon  the  fuppofed  dangers  to  which  the  Report  alluded,  or 
even,  for  argument  fake,  allowing  them  to  be  as  great  as  the 
alarm  of  fome  had  exaggerated  them  to  be^  what  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  ill-condu£led  mcafures  of  a  fet  of 
zealots,  confifting  of  200  at  the  moil,  and  compared  that  >%  ich 
the  flrong  meafure  propofed  as  a  remedy,  every  well-wi(her  to 
his  country  muft  agree,  that  the  remedy  was  far  more  alarming 
than  the  danger  pofTibly  could  be.     Ten   years  ago,  when 
fchemes  of  reform,  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  avowed  by  the 
Societies  whofc  proceedings  were  made  the  fubjefl  of  the 
Report  on  the  table,  were  propofed,  countenanced,  and  en- 
couraged by  t|ie  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  others  of  his  Majcf- 
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ty's  prcfcnt  Cabinet,  no  fuch  thing  as  a  Bill  tD  fufpend  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A£b  had  ever  been  thought  ot.  The  Noble 
Secretary  of  State  had  allowed  that  die  confpiracics  which  he 
dreaded  fo  much,  were  only  formed  of  the  lower  clafs  and 
refufe  of  the  people ;  he  had,  however,  taken  care  to  ftate 
alfo,  the  great  mifchiefs  that  had  frequently  arifen  from  the 
moil  obfcure  individuals ;  and  though  the  numbers  were  by  all 
faid  to  be  very  inconfiderable,  yet  th«ir  power  was  rated  very 
high,  and  thciT  proceedings  were  to  be  dreaded  as  moil  im-> 
portant,  fo  much  fo,  that  they  were  to  overawe  and  controul 
the  fun£lions  of  Parliament,  and  overturn  the  conditution 
itfelf.  What  was  all  this,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  but  mere  aiTer-* 
tion  ?  had  a  fingle  i^Qt  been  produced  that  proved  the  truth, 
or  even  the  probability  of  this  being  well  founded  ?  Not  one. 
Who  was  there  that  fuppofed  that  Lovet  and  the  206  madmen 
whom  he  was  faid  to  have  colle£ied  at  Chalk  Farm,  and  they 
certainly  were  madman  who  could  have  formed  fuch  abfurd 
notions  of  their  own  ilrength  and  power,  to  carry  their  wild 
ridiculous  fchemes  into  execution;  who  was  there  in  that 
Houfe,  or  in  the  country,  who  could  fay  that  any  ferious  harm  . 
was  to  be  dreaded  from  fuch  men^  or  who  believed  that  if  he 
was  fo  mad  as  to  make  the  attempt  to  collefl  perfons  for  fuch 
purpofes,  he  would  have  got  twenty  to  aiTcmble  ?  The  whole 
contents  of  the  Report  were  what  minifters,  that  Houfe,  and 
the  country  at  large,  had  been  fully  acquainted  with  for  the 
lail  two  years ;  and  if  they  were  proceedings  of  the  alarming 
nature  now  dcfcribed,  miniilers  were  highly  culpable,  nay 
criminal,  in  allowing  them  to  pafs  fo  long  unnoticed.  What 
were  the  materials  that  proved  this  dark  and  hidden  confpiracy  ? 
Seditious  papers,  that  had  appeared  in  every  newfpaper  in  the 
country,  and  trcafonable  writings,  that  had  every  where  been 
handed  about,  printed,  publifhed,  and  circulated  for  the  lail 
fourteen  months ;  nay  more,  fo  little  mifchievous  had  they 
been  thought,  that  thefe  feditious  and  treafonable  proceedings, 
from  which  alone  the  confpiracies  were  to  be  proved,  had 
been  publifhed  in  all  the  newfpapers,  paid  the  duty  as  adver-  * 
tifements  at  the  Stamp*office,  and  been  for  a  confiderable  time 
back  a  fourcc  of  revenue  to  the  very  Government  which  they 
were  intended  to  overturn  and  dellroy ;  in  (hort,  upon  this 
point  it  was  clear  that  miniilers  had  long. been  perfe£lly  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  proceedings  which  they  now  thought 
fo  dangerous,  and  had  been  nurfmg  the  confpiracies  till  it 
fuitcd  tlieir  own  purpofes  to  bring  them  forward,  and  keep  up 
that  fyilcm  of  alarm  and  terror  which  it  was  fo  much  their 
intereil  to  do.  Miniilers  themfelvcs  knew  that  tlicy  had 
brought  die  country  into  a  deplorable  dilemma^  out  of  which 

they 
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Aey  could  tell  nothing  of  the  period  when  we  were  likely  to 
be  extricated.  Much  praife  and  much  honour  were  due  to 
the  gallant  condu6b  of  the  biave  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  his 
fiiccefsful  army;  but  however  highly  they  deferved  the  pane- 
gyric of  their  country,  it  was  unfortunate  to  reflect,  thatthofe 
meafures  only  ferved  as  a  delufion  to  encourage  this  country  to 
go  on  with  a  ruinous  war,  the  objcds  of  which  had  been  en- 
tirely changed  fince  its  commencement ;  for  what  was  Marti- 
nico  to  the  projected  conqueft  of  France,  and  the  forcing  of  a 
government  upon  that  great  country  ?  Or  was  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  rulers  in  France,  be  they  who  they  might  at  the 
time,  would  put  in  comparifon  fuch  fucceffes  on  our  part  with 
their  own  heads,  and  relinqui(h  their  exertions  in  defence  of 
their  country?  Throughout  the  whole  duration  of  the  war 
there  had  never  been  very  flattering  profpefts  for  this  country, 
and  certainly  the  profpefts  at  prefcnt  were  lefs  fo  than  ever. 
We  had  found  already  that  one  of  our  allies  could  not  go  on 
unlefs  he  was  paid  by  this  country,  and  another  was  under  the 
ncccffity  of  borrowing  money  out  of  it,  which  was  nearly  the 
fame.  All  thefe  circumftances,  his  Lordfliip  l*aid,  were  much  ^ 
more  (erious  and  important,  and  much  more  fit  for  the  confi- 
deration  of  minifters,  for  the  Houfe,  and  for  the  People,  than 
thofc  idle  and  flimfy  pretexts  which  they  have  conjured  up  to 
alarm  the  country,  when,  in  reality,  the  only  purpofe  was  to 
blind  the  people,  and  bring  them  into  their  own  views.  The 
only  thing  that  made  their  meafures  fo  little  furprifing  was, 
that  it  was  a  continuance  of  the  fame  fyftem,  to  delude,  which 
they  had  uniformly  praftifed  fince  ever  they  came  into  power. 
Looking  at  the  perfons  who  were  favourers  and  fupporters  of 
the  meafures  of  the  day,  it  was  extremely  eafy,  his  Lordfliip 
obferved,  to  account  for  their  conduft.  One  defcription  of 
them  cbnfifted  of  thofe  who,  meaning  perhaps  very  honeftly, 
and  really  feeling  all  thofe  alarms  which  have  been  fo  artfully 
excited,  were  ready  to  concur  in  any  meafures  which  mipht 
be  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  affording  them  fecurity.  The 
other  defcription  were  thofc  who,  for  the  purpofes  of  retaining 
that  power  which  they  had  gotten  into  their  hads,  found  it 
neceflary  occafionally  to  excite  thofe  jcaloufics  and  alarms 
which  might  ferve  to  divert  the  public  attention  from  their 
condu£t,  and  fo  prefervc  their  refpeftive  fituations.  Into  this 
principle  might  be  refolved  the  feveral  alarms  which  had  fol- 
lowed each  other.  Firft,  they  began  with  the  Proclamation  ; 
the  efFeft  of  which  was  hardly  fubfided,  when  the  public 
alarm  was  again  excited  by  the  arming  of  the  Militia,  and  the 
'  calling  together  the  Parliament  at  fourteen  days  notice.  This 
was  followed  up  by  this  third  and  grand  meafurc  of  depriving 
the  people  of  their  birth-right.     If  thefe  Societies  were  crinn- 
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naU  certainly  the  creators  of  them,  a<id  the  principles  they 
avowed,  were  much  more  fo:  He  had  already  mentioned  fome 
of  them.  The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  charged  the  Cor- 
refponding  Society  with  an  open  defign  of  fubverting  the  con* 
ftitution,  demonftrable  from  their  adoption  of  the  principles 
contained  in  Painc's  works.  What  thefe  were  he  would  not  then 
difcufs,  but  hz  they  what  they  might,  many  who  were  at  pre- 
fcnt  his  Mjjedy's  miniflcrs,  might  be  confidered  not  only  as 
the  fathers  of  that  Society,  but  of  thofe  principles,  although 
the  Society  had  the  advantajE^c  over  thofe  minifters  in  being 
at  lead  confident  in  their  adherence  to  them,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  defcrtion  aiul  threats  of  thofe  who  had  deferted  them. 
With  refpe£l  to  the  violence  contained  in  the  works  of  Mr. 
Paine,  he  believed  they  would  hardly  be  found  to  exceed 
fome  fentiments  contained  in  that  celebrated  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  Colonel  Sharman,  in  which 
the  negative  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  refifted  in  the 
ftronged  terms,  as  unfit  to  be  trudcd  in  the  hands  of  one 
man;  and  in  every  particular,  almod  the  fame  in  fubdance, 
the  do(Slrines  laid  down  in  Paine's  works  on  the  fubjecl  of  Par- 
liamentary abufes  wrre  afTcrted  and  maintained.  There  were 
others  of  his  Majclly's  minidcrs,  who,  in  conjun£lion  with 
Mr.  ,Horne  Tooke,  whom  he  heard  they  had  committed  to 
the  Tower,  had  figned  rei'olutions,  and  avowed  their  prin« 
ciples  to  be  the  fame  as  contained  in  that  letter.  He  re- 
probated fuch  mean  and  fhameful  apodacy.  There  was  ano- 
ther point  in  which  he  confidered  the  condudi  of  miniders 
highly  reprchenfible  :  In  good  old  times,  when  the  true  fpirit 
and  genius  cf  the  Biitidi  conditution  was  pra(^ifed  as  well  as 
known,  it  had  always  been  a  maxim,  that  however  the  public 
favour  mijiht  go  along  with  one  fct  of  men  or  another,  yet 
the  necefhty  of  encouraging  the  patriotifm  and  exertions  of 
thofe  who  watched  over  the  conduct  of  the  exifting  Admi- 
nidration  had  been  always  admitted  ;  but  it  was  now  become 
the  policy  of  men  in  power  to  attempt  at  edabliftiing  this 
principle,  thit  no  worth  or  virtue  was  to  be  found  out  of 
Adminiflratlun,  nor  no  friends  to  the  people  but  among  their 
rult'vs.  Hence  it  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  druggie  was  not, 
as  had  formerly  been  the  cafe,  between  two  contending 
parties,  but  that  it  w^s  between  their  own  exidencc  in  power 
and  the  exidencc  of  tiie  conditution  itfelf.  It  certainly  would 
become  them  to  be  more  cautious,  and  lefs  inattentive  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  BritHh  conditution,  than  their  late  and 
prefcnt  conduti  fliewed  them  to  be.  By  the  prcfent  mcafure, 
which  was  a  greater  infringtment  than  had  tver  been  made 
before  upon  ilie  conditution,  they  fcemed  to  difrerpca  and 
deipife  the  wifdora  of  their  ancedors,  and  to  fet  all  precedents 
at  defiance.     In  every  former  cafe,  where  a  fufpenlion  of  the 
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Habeas  Corpus  AGt  took  place,  it  was  founded  upon  fome  open 
overt  z&i  and  not  upon  fuch  ridiculous  and  untenable  grounds 
as  the  Report  on  the  table  held  out.  Whatever  refpe£i  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord>  or  any  other  perfon  might  have,  for 
a  Secretary  of  State,  he  ihould  be  extremely  forry  to  fee  any 
minider  vefted  with  an  extraordinary  discretionary  power 
greater  than  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  required,  let  hi&  charac-* 
ter  be  ever  fo  refpe^able.  Noble  Lords  might  recoIle£l  what 
happened  after  1715,  in  Sir- W.  Windham's  time,  when  very 
iefpcd):able  country  gentlemen  were  brought  up  from  Norfolk, 
and  other  diftant  counties,  and  confined ;  which  afforded  a 
fufficient  proof  how  far  power  might  be  abufed.  At  that  time^ 
however,  there  was  an  open  rebellion  in  the  country.  In 
1722  the  Bill  was  foun^led,  not  upon  fuch  papers  as  thofe  in 
the  Report,  but  on  a  fpecific  communication  to  Parliament, 
contained  in  the  King's  meflage.  In  1 745  the  fituation  of  the 
country  was  fimilar  to  what  it  had  been  defcribed  in  1715  t 
there  was  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion  in  the  country.  All  that 
iime,  till  within  the  lad  twelve  years,  there  had  been  a  Pre- 
tender and  a  Jacobite  party  in  exidence.  Members  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  had  been  notorioufly  of  that  defcriptiouj 
and  numbers  were  known  to  be  difaffefled  in  particular  coun-* 
ties*  Other  minifters,-  however,  had  never  thought  of  fuf-« 
pending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  under  fuch  circumllances  as 
the  prefent,  and  irmight  have  been  better  had  it  not  been  at- 
tempted at  this  day.  From  this  he  might  conclude,  that  either 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  ought  never  to  have  exifted  till  within 
the  lafl  twelve  years,  or  that  it  ought  never  to  exiil  again. 

His  Lordfhip  recommended  a  fyflem  of  moderation  and* 
wifdom,  as  much  more  likely  to  produce  good  eiFefts  than 
the  prefent  conduft  of  minifters,  and  afked,  if  after  all  they 
had  done  they  did  not  fucceed,  where  they  might  be  expefted 
to  (lop  ?  Next  year  they  might  probably  find  themfelves  in  a 
fimilar,  if  not. in  a  worfe  fituation  ;  and  they  mufi  go  on  with 
fome  further  infringemeat  upon  the  conftitution,  for  bding 
once  embarked  in  this  fea  of  innovation,  there  could  be  no 
gueffing  where  their  revolutionary  ly  ftem  might  end.  If  m .  n- 
tion  was  ever  made  of  the  mifchiets  and  imperfeftions  wh  ch 
had  gradually  crept  into  our  conftitution,  they  were. immedi- 
ately told  of  the  danger  of  innovation,  and  this  by  men  who 
were  conftantly  innovating  upon  the  dcareft  and  heft  rights  of 
the  people,  crowning  all  by  the  prefisnt  Bill;  and  this  without 
one  overt  aft  to  juftify  their  ch;irge.  For  his  part,  he  lojk^d 
upon  it  to  be  an  equal  calamity  to  a  country  where  a  Itruggle 
flioutd  take  place,  whether  caufed  by  the  greedy  attempts  to 
increafe  power,  or  the  mad  ones  to  introduce  anarchy  and 
Vol,  IV.  P  confu^ 
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confufion :  If  France  exhibited  to  us  a  melancholy  piflure  eC 
the  btter,  we  had  alfo  an  awful  warning  to  avoid  the  former, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  afiairs  in  Poland.  The  Noble  Secretary 
of  State  had  faid,  that  the  members  of  the  Societies  in  queftion 
were  low  men,  and  that  fuch  men  were  generally  the  primary 
agents  and  inftruments  of  treafonable  plots  and  confpiracies  s 
but  let  him  and  let  the  Houfe  recollect,  that  it  was  neither 
with  Robefpierre  nor  Barrere  that  the  French  revolution  be- 
gan ;  they  would  all  recol]e£l  the  virtuous  Duke  de  Roche* 
foucault,  and  the  part  he  took  in  the  firft  ftages  of  that  tranf- 
a£Hon,  and  how  far  the  revolutionary  fvftem  had  carried 
France  frwn  the  wiflies  or  thoughts  of  that  Nobleman,  at  firft 
was*  a  fubjeft  of  regret  and  abhorrence.  He  dwelt  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  on  the  dangerous  tendency  and  confequences  of 
unneceflary  innovation,  either  in  producing  anarchy  or  defpot- 
ifm,  both  of  which,  he  contended,  were  equally  deftruftive  to 
the  real  liberties  of  mankind.  He  fpoke  pathetically  of  the 
fufFerings  of  Poland  and  of  France,  from  the  revolutionary 
fvftem,  particularly  the  former,  which  muft  excite  the  fympa- 
tny  and  compafiion  of  every  free  and  generous  people. 

lie  came  next  to  confider  what  had  been  faid  about  the 
real  intention  of  thofe  Societies  not  being  for  a  reform  in  Par- 
liament, and  quoted  fome  paifages  from  Mr.  Burke's  letter  to 
his  conftituents  at  firiftol,  in  which  that  Gentleman  emphati- 
cally fays,  "  Other  violations  may  injure  the  conftitution,  but 
the  repeal  of  the  Habeas  Corptis  Aflk  aftually  diflblves  the  com- 
munity ;"  almoft  in  the  fame  language,  and  precifely  tlie  fame 
in  fubftance  as  the  argument^  ufed  in  the  papers  of  thofe  Soci- 
eties ;  but  what  might  then  be  thought  good  and  praifcworthy, 
from  that  grave,  orthodox,  political  divine,  at  that  time,  ought 
now  to  be  reckoned  treafon  from  thofe  Societies. 

He  noticed  the  precedent  of  1777,  when  the  Bill  then 
brought  into  Parliament,  only  afFefted  a  particular  defcription 
of  perfons  fpecified  therein,  and  did  not  go  a  ftep  further  than 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe  required.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  as 
all  the  mifcnief  muft  come  from  the  few  hundreds  who  belong 
to  thofe  Societies  and  Clubs,  the  operation  of  the  Bill  ought 
only  to  extend  to  them ;  this  would  have  been  an  eiFe£^ual 
remedy,  had  their  purpofe  been  only.to  meet  the  r^al  evil  with 
an  adequate  remedy ;  but  that  could  not  have  anfwered  their 
other  purpofes  of  deluding  the  people  as  they  had  done  all 
along,  relpeSing  the  wai ;  they  never  had  been  able.to  fliew 
any  reafon  why  it  was  improper  to  treat  or  negociate  for  a 
peace,  and  therefore  it  was  neceiTary  to  keep  a  conftant  alarm 
m  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  by  addreffing  their  paflions, 
to  lull  their  reafon  and  refledion  aileep.    He  remarked  that 

two 
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two  letters,  one  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People^ 
and  their  aufwer,   had  been   inferted  in  the  Report;   but 
the  fmalleft  notice  of  them  had  been  ftudioufly  avoided  by 
the  Noble  Secretary  of  State.    The  Friends  of  the  People 
was  a  Society  to  wluch  he  and  many  of  his  friends  had  the 
honour  to  belong,  which,  though  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
not  mentioned,  yet  it  was  clearly  the  meaning  of  miniftersy 
by  placing   the  letters  he  had   alluded  to  in  the   Report, 
indirefUy    to     throw    upon    that  Society  fome  degree  of 
obloquy,  which  they  had  no  probability  of  proving  that  they 
merited :  A  Society  which,  he  would  fay,  had  no  difpofition  to 
imitate  their  apoftacy,  but  would,  as  long  as  they  were  able> 
continue  th^ir  endeavours  to  obtain  by  legal  and  conftitutional 
means  the  important  ohjeSt  for  which  they  aflbciated.    He 
reprobated  in  very  pointed  terms  the  fyftem  purfued  by  minif- 
ters,  as  a  fyftem  of  revolutionary  innovation,  (imilar  to  the 
conduct  purfued  in  France,  and  equally  deftrudiive ;  and  he 
augured  the  worfe  from  the  fudden  ftarts  they  were  maling 
from  one  innovation   to  another,   upon  flimfy  pretexts,   to 
anfwer  the  worft  of  purpofes.     He  contended,  that  an  open, 
bold,  and  manly  conGn£t  was  beft  fuited  to  the  conftitution 
of  this  country,  and  that  minifters,  by  fpreading  falfe  alarms  •  * 
and  creating  tervor,  had  abandoned  the  example  of  our  ance£> 
tors,  and  adopted  what  mufl  lead  to  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of 
the  country.     He  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  that  the  fyftem  of 
terror  was  that  by  which  the  rulers  of  the  country  had  ruined 
France;  inftancing  the  overthrow  of  Briflbt's  party,  of  He- 
bert's,  and  of  Danton's,  the  maflacres  of  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
and  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  King,  as  afcribable  to  the 
influence  of  terror  artfully  excited.    He  again  mentioned  the 
Alien  Bill,  Traiterous  Correfpondence  Bill,  and  the  whole*  of 
the  fyftem  for  the  laft  two  years,  as  proceeding  from  terror, 
being  only  conduced  by  creating  fuch  a  fear  in  the  people  as 
mifled  them  to  believe  thofe  unconftitutional  meaiures  ne- 
cefiary. 

Having  concluded  his  arguments  againft  the  Bill,  the  Earl 
founded  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make  upon  the  25th 
Standing  Order  of  the  Houfe,  which  is,  that  no  Bill  can  be 
read  twice  on  the  fame  day  that  it  has  been  brought  in  ;  this, 
like  every  other  ftandiiig  order,  cannot  be  difpenfed  with, 
unlefs  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Houfe ;  if  any 
Member  move  that  a  ftanding  order  be  read,  it  cannot  be  dii- 
pen  fed  with;  this,  coupled  with  the  precedent  in  1722,  on 
this  order,  induced  him  to  move,  *^  That  the  Houfe  do  now 
"  adjourn."    He  defired  that  the  ftanding  orders  29th  and 
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104th  might  be  read.    The  two  ftanding  orders  were  read 
accordingly. 

Lord  GrenviUe  faid,  the  precedent  in  1722  was  an  anfwcr 
to  the  Noble  Lord's  obfcrvation,  for  it  was  then  ft:\ted,  that  it 
being  obje£^ed  to  read  the  Bill  a  fecond  time,  the  Houfc,  after 
a  debate,  came  to  an  unanimous  refolution  to  difpenfe  with 
the  (landing  order,  and  the  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Eari  of  LauderdaU  m7i\nt7L\ncdy  that  the  precedent  was 
drre£lly  and  decidedly  in  his  favour,  as  it  did  not  (hew  that 
the  debate  had  been  about  difpcnfing  with  the  Handing  order, 
but  that,  after  a  debate  upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill,  it 
had  been  unanimoufly  agreed  to  difpenfe  with  the  order. 

T/:e  Earl &f  Abingdon  faid,  that  in  the  year  1 777,  tK-^t  is,  pend- 
ing the  American  war,  he  voted, ' and  finglc-handedjy  protcftcd, 
againft  the  Bill  that  was  then  brought  forward  for  a  fufpcnfiOn 
of  that  great  bulwark  of  the  con  fti  tut  ion,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Aft;  in  the  year  17941  pending  the  prefent  war  with  France^ 
he  fhould  vote  for  its  fufpcnGon,  and  would  give^the  Bill,  for 
this  purpofe,  all  the  fupport  in  his  power ;  an^  precifely  on 
the  fame  ground,  and  for  the  fame  reafons,  that  he  voted 
againft  the  other  Bill:  "For  that  war  (faid  his  Lordfliip) 
was  a  war  upon  our  friends  and  fellow-fubjefts  in  America  $ 
whilft//ij  is  a  war,  as  it  were,  with  *'  original  Jin  :'*  that  is, 
with  our  ancient  and  ever-to-remain  inveterate  enemies  ;  and 
not  only  our  enemies,  but  the  enemies  of  all  mankind.  Let 
me  add,  the  enemies  of  God  and  nature."  That  was  a  war  of 
Cavaliers  againft  Round  Heads ^  of  High  Church  upon  Low 
Churchy  which  he  then  oppofed  :  This  is  a  war  (by  way  of  re- 
taliation too)  of  Round  Heads  n^'^wxW  C'^valiersy  of  Low  Church 
upon  High  Churchy  in  ord<  r  to  No  Church  :  And  this  he  now 
oppofed,  both  being  equally  advcrfe  to  the  tolerating  fpirit  and 
the  free  conftitution  of  this  country.  The  principles,  it  is  true, 
were  the  very  converfc  of  each  other ;  but  the  motives  of  con- 
duft  in  him  were  ftill  the  fame,  namely,  to  prefervc  the  en- 
tierty  of  the  Britifli  conftitution.  Thcfe  were  his  reafons 
for  the  vote  be  (hould  give,  and  to  which  he  could  add  many 
others :  But  long  fpeeches,  like  great  books,  were  great  cvils> 
and  if  one  reafon  will  do,  as  Hudibras  fays,  what  need  of 
two  ? 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield  itm^xVtA  on  the  obfcurity  of  the  per- 
fons  who  compofed  the  Societies,  as  a  circumftance  that  would 
render  the  fuccefs  of  their  ihtentions  more  dreadful.  He  had 
much  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  their  attachment  to  the  conftitution  5  but  the  queftion 
for  their  Lordfliip?  to*  confider  was,  **  Would  they  nip  the 

feeds 


May  a»l]      WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMEMTARY  REPORT^.  109 

feeds  of  anarchy  in  the  bud,  or  fuffcr  them  to  ripen  and  be 
blown  abroad  by  every  wi/id  ?  would  they  extinguifti  the  flame 
on  its  firft  appearance,  or  only  fmothcr  it,  and  thence  fufFer  it 
hereafter  to  burft  into  a  conflagration  ?"    Under  fuch  citcum- 
ftances  as  the  prefcnt,  it  was  not  walls  and  towns,  it  was  not 
fleets  and  armies,  that  conftituted  the  defence  of  a  nntion,  but 
the  vigilance  of  the  Executive  Government.     If  we  looked  to 
the  horrors  which  France  pfefcnted  to  our  view,  was  it  terror 
that  had  occafioned  the  commiffion  of  the  unexampl<*d  atr  ci- 
ties in  that  unhappy  kingdom  ?    Was  it  terror  that  provoked 
'  the  murder  of  their  Sovereign  ?  Was  it  terror  that  had  juft  in- 
ftigated  them  to  the  murderof  aPrincefs  (Madame  Elizabeth) 
who,  to  all  the  fofter  virtues  of  her  fex,  added  patience  and 
fortitude  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  mod  heroic 
times  ?  Our  meafures  of  precaution  were  not  to  be  calculated 
on  the  probability  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  but  on  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil  with  which  we  were  threatened.     Let  their  Lord- 
fliips  figure  to  themfelves  a  Convention,  fuch  as  the  Societies 
propofed  to  aflemble,  ufurping  an  authority  paramount  to  that 
of  Parliament.     Happy,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  be  the  lot  of 
that  man,  who  (hould  be  the  firft  to  fall  by  the  Englifh  guillo- 
tine, for  he  would  have  the  confolation  of  knowing,  that  he 
fell  with  the  liberties  and  conftitution  of  his  country.     To 
their  LordHiips  it  wOuld  l?e  irrepamble  ruin.,    Notwithftand- 
ing  all  that,  in  feafon  or  out  of  feafon,  was  aflTerted  to  the 
contrary,  he  ftill  entertained  a  confident  hope,  that  we  (hould 
be  able  to  reftore  order  and  government  in  France  ;  but  if  we 
ftould  not,  and  confufion  (hould  take  place  in  this  country,  to 
•whom  could  their  Lord(hips  apply  for  alfiftance  or  relief:  To 
the  Jacobins  in  France  ?    Would  they  hope  for  the  intcrpofi- 
tion  of  a  French  hand  reeking -with  blood  ?    The  fecurity  of 
other  Noble  Lords  was  to  him  an  additional  ground  of  fear } 
for  if  they  were  all  equally  convinced  of  the  danger,  they 
would  all  be  equally  zealous  to  guavd  againft  it.     On  the 
charge  againft  minifters,  fo  often  repented,  after  t!u*  declara- 
tions of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  contrary,  that  they 
had  wantonly  involved  the  country  in  a  war,  he  Ihould  only 
obferve,  that  perfons  once  high  in  the  efteem  of  thofe  who 
made  the  charge,  had  claimed  the  exclufive  merit.     He  put 
the  cafe  of  his  being  charged  with  murder,  and  one  of  the 
Jury  who  refufcd  to  find  a  verdict  of  Guilty,  ftepping  forward 
and  faying  Adfum  qui  feci — ^herc  am  I,  BrifTot,  who  made  the 
war. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  faid,  that  this  fubjeft,  whid^  lay 
5n  a  narrow  compafs,  h.^d  been  fo  fully  debated,  that  he  would 
jpot  add  to  the  fatigue  of  the  Houfe  at  that  late  hour,  by  going 
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over  any  of  the  grounds  which  had  been  already  fo  ably 
treated ;  but  he  could  not  help  making  a  few  remarks  on  what 
a  Noble  Earl  (Lauderdale)  had  faid.  He  was  very  ready  to 
agree  with  the  Noble  Earl  that  the  fubjcft  was  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  in  whatever  way  it  was  confidered.  The  danger 
to  the  conftitution,  which  improvident  negleft  and  temerity 
on  the  one  fide,  or  nervous  and  caufelefs  alarm  might  produce 
on  the  other,  was  obvious  to  every  man  who  had  turned  his 
thoughts  to  political  reafoning.  **  The  Noble  Earl  aflerts,  that 
thofe  whom  he  qualifies  with  the  name  of  alarmifts,  have  al- 
ready, from  their  groundlefs  apprehenfions,  become  the  ig- 
norant or  willing  inftruments  of  increafing  the  power  of  the 
Crown  at  the  expence  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedl.  It  is  as 
competent  to  me  to  affert,  that  the  Noble  Earl>  and  thofe  few 
who  with  him  have  marked  a  contempt  of  the  danger  to  which 
the  conftitution  is  at  this  time  expofed,  have  by  their  blind 
temerity,  unwillingly  perhaps,  fomented  and  encouraged  the 
evil  defigns  of  the  difafie£ted,  till  the  mifchief  has  arrived  at 
fuch  a  height,  as  to  require  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of  fome 
of  the  prote£ling  laws  of  the  land.  Which  of  thefe  alTertions 
i$  the  bed  founded  in  fa£t,  a  fhort  time  may  pofTibly  (hew. 
It  is  not,  certainly,  to  unfupported  ftatements  of  imaginary 
^  dangers  that  the  bed  barrier  againft  defpotifm  is  to  be  furren- 
dered  ^  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  is  liberty  to  be  betrayed  into 
infecurity,  and  confequent  ruin,  by  high-flown  panegyrics  on 
its  own  merits;  or  by  the  delufive  praifes  of  equality  and  the 
rights  of  man.  The  quedion  before  us  is  fimple  and  clear  ; 
It  amounts  to  this,  Whether  the  temporary  fulpenfion  of  the 
operation, of  part  of  the  Haheas  Corpus  Aft  can  be  judified  at 
any  time  upon  any  emergency  ?  If  it  can.  Whether  the  dan- 
gers of  the  prefent  moment  are  ot  a  nature  and  magnitude  to 
authorifc  the  prefent  mcafure  ?  I  did  not  cxpeft  to  hear  any 
doubt  rcfpefting  the  fird  part  of  this  propofition  \  but  by  the 
Noble  Earl's  argument,  I  think  he  denies  that  any  circum- 
Ilances  of  the  country  would  judify  it.  The  Noble  Earl  feems 
to  diiTcnt  from  this  ftatement  of  his  opinion.  I  did  not,  in- 
deed, imagine  it  could  be  his  real  opinion,  though  his  argu- 
ment I'ecmed  to  lead  very  nearly  to  that  extent;  for  he  has 
blended  his  objcdlions  to  the  prefent  meafures  with  his  ob- 
jeftions  to  the  Alien  Bill,  and  to  thofe  other  meafures  of  ne- 
cefTary  precaution  which  the  (ingular  exigencies  of  the  prefent 
times  have  produced ;  as  if  this  meafure  could  not  be  judified 
on  the  fimple  confideration  of  its  own  fpecific  cafe,  with9Ut 
reference  to  the  other  meafures  alluded  to;  as  if  a  certain 
quantum  of  the  law  of  the  land  might  be  fufpended  in  times 
of  difficulty,   which,  if  expended  in  the  Alien  Bill,  would 
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kave  no  fnpply  for  further  provifions  of  that  nature  on  the 
pTcfent  emergency.  In  this  way  of  arguing,  it  would  certainly 
be  difficult  to  prove  that  any  fpecific  circumftances  could  of 
themfelyeSf  at  any  time,  juftify  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Carpus  A£l.  Every  emergency,  however,  certainly  muft  have 
its  feparate  confideration,  and  its  feparate  remedy.  The 
Alien  Bill  had  its  neceOity,  which  induced  Parliament  to  that 
meafure ;  the  prefent  meafure  muft  be  juftified  on  its  own  dif- 
tinft  grounds^  The  Noble  Earl,  with  all  the  vehemence  of 
his  feeling,  and  ingenuity  of  his  underftanding,  labours  to 
prove,  that  there  are  no  exifting  circumftances  of  fufficient 
importance  to  juftify  this'  meafure;  in  his  opinion,  neither 
the  Report  of  the  Commons,  nor  that  from  your  Lordfliips* 
Committee,  furnifh  any  thing  fufficiently  defined  to  ground 
the  fufpicion  of  a  dangerous  confpiracy ;  nothing  which  the 
common  provifions  of  law  could  not  controul.  He  argues 
alfo,  that  moft  of  the  papers  have  long  ago  appeared  publicly 
in  newfpapers  and  hand-bills ;  and  he  obferves,  that  if  they 
really  had  contained  all  the  dangerous  matter  imputed  to  them, 
minifters  were  criminally  fupine  not  to.  apply  for  this  incrcafe 
of  power  fooner-  Certainly  if  the  prefent  meafure  was  only 
to  facilitate  the  punifliment  of  the  feditlous  matter  in  any  of 
thefe  papers,  this  meafure  would  not  be  neceflary;  the  com- 
mon law  would  be  fufficient  to  bring  the  authors  to  fpeedy 
trial,  and  exemplary  puniQiment  •,  but  the  increafed  boldnefs 
of  thefe  Societies,  their  increafed  numbers,  and  their  manifeft 
defigns,  make  it  necefiary  to  guard  againft  the  treafonable 
effi;£ls  of  thefe  libels :  It  is  againft  the  treafonable  ads  fpring- 
ang  from  thefe  libels  that  this  meafure  is  direded.  The 
Noble  Earl  amplifies  the  value  of  the  facrifice  required,  and 
depreciates  the  danger  as  trifling  or  imaginary.  That  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A£i  is  the  moft  valuable  hold  which  liberty 
pofiefles  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and  that  it  ought  not  on 
flight  occafions  to  be  difpenfed  with.  I  am  willine  to  go  far- 
ther (and  that  will  make  the  diftindion  between  former  pro- 
pofed  reforms  of  Parliament,  and  any  now  talked  of,  as  a  pre- 
tence for  a  revolution  in  the  form  of  government),  and  I 
aflert,  that  no  conftitution  is  fafe  and  free,  unlefs,  in  its  or^ 
dinary  ftate  of  health  and  vigour,  great  latitude  is  given  even 
to  the  wild  range  and  fancy  of  reforming  projedors,  becaufe 
fon^  ^od  may  refult  from  it,  and  the  evils  flowing  from  the 
intelpperance  of  individual  zeal  in  common  circumftances, 
may  be  with  fafcty  left  to  the  ufual  provifions  which  law,  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  the  jealous  fpirit  of  liberty,  has  formed  \  but 
in  difficult  and fufpicioHs  times  the  fccret  enemies  to  the  confti- 
tution of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  fuffered  to  colled  and 
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ripen  their  poifon  under  the  warmth  and  prote£%ion  of  that 
liberty  they  mean  to  deilroy :  On  this  principle  alone  have  alt 
the  former  inftances  of  this  meafure  been  founded.  The 
Noble  Earl  fays,  that  the  former  inftances  have  no  refemblance 
to  the  prefent ;  and  he  feems  to  think  the  inftances' of  the  year 
1715,  and  at  other  periods,  were  more  juftiHable,  becaufe 
they  were  in  times  of  open  rebellion.  The  Noble  Earl's  ufual 
logic  does  not  fupport  him  in  this  obfervation ;  a  fecret  con- 
fpiracy  having  broken  out  into  an  open  rebellion,  could  never 
be  an  additional  reafon  for  employing  a  power  applicable  only 
to  fecret  enemies}  it  is  not  with  the  artillery  of  fuch  an  Aft 
of  Parliament  that  he  would  meet  an  open  enemy  in  the  field  ; 
it  is  only  calculated  to- operate  againft  enemies  who  conceal 
themfclves,  of  which  you  have  neceflarily  fewer  when  one- 
half  are  in  open  war,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  fuch  an  Aft.  If 
all  had  taken  arms,  you  would  have  none  to  apply  it  to.  The 
eve  of  a  rebcilion  is,  therefore,  the  time  when  fuch  a  power 
muft  neceiTirily  have  its  moft  efleftual  operation ;  it  is  lurk- 
ing confpiracics  of  proved  exiftence  and  danger,  but  of  un- 
known rcfources  and  undefined  extent,  that  call  for  this  re- 
medy, without  which  tlie  flame  might  increafe  gradually 
under  the  cover  and  proteftion  of  law,  until  it  burft  forth 
with  irrefiftible  fury.  The  Noble  Earl  behind  me  (Earl 
Stanhope)  has  told  us  in  fome  of  his  political  cautions,  that 
the  revolution  of  France  was  the  event  of  a  moment ;  it  is 
true,  it  was  fo  5  and  the  negligence  of  the  government  of  any 
country,  in  fufFering  confpiracies  togain  ftrength,  and  feduce 
the  people  under  falfe  prciences,  will  produce  the  fame  cata- 
ftrophe.  A  confpiracy  clearly  proved  need  not  be  traced  diC- 
tinftly  through  all  its  branches  and  ramifications;  its  exift- 
ence, <\n(\  the  danger  to  the  ftate  from  its  nature,  are  fuflicient 
to  juftify  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of  that  fecurity  for  our 
liberty,  which  by  law  is  our  birth-right.  But  even  during 
that  fufpenfion,  Parliiiment  leaves  refponfibility  attached  to  the 
difcretionary  power  which  it  entrufts  to  minifters,  and  remains 
herfelf  the  watchful  and  jealous  avenger  of  any  injuftice ;  nor 
is  any  individual  deprived  of  his  remedy  at  law  for  any  wanton 
encroachment  on  his  liberty.  That  there  are  fufficient  grounds 
to  apprehend  great  danger  from  lurking  confpiracies  in  the 
prefent  moment,  has  been  fo  fully  and  unanfwerably  proved 
by  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  documents  con- 
tained in  the  Repotts,  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  go  over  ihc 
fame  ground;  but  I  will  venture  to  reft  the  proof  of  dangcf 
ihort  of  thofc  arguments,  and  truft  to  the  ftatement  and  ob- 
fcrvations  of  the  Noble  Lords  who  oppofe  this  meafure.  They 
admit  numerous  Societies  to  cxift,  cortefponding  with  each 
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Other,  canvafling  for  rncrcafe  of  numbers,  complaining  of  (he 
government  of  the  country  in  all  its  branches,  profefling  no 
expeflation  of  any  redrcfs  from  the  Government  which  they 
complain  of,  and  profeffing  that  they  Oiall  never  apply  either 
to  the  Legiflature  or  the  Executive  Pc^wer  forredrefs,  but  ihall 
depend  upon  themfelves,  and  for  that  purpofe  ihall  fummon  a 
Convention  of  alt  the  People.  All  this  fome  Noble  Lords 
ftate  as  legal}  they  will,  however,  fc.irceiy  di  n^  tbat  they 
could  not  go  much  farther  within  the  bounds  of  i  gality  ;  and 
"if  they  (hould  take  the  Noble  Earl's  (Stanhope's)  advice  (1  do 
not  mean  to  fay  that  he  regularly  recommended  fuch  plan, 
vrhen  he  told  them,  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  pikes  and 
Tefolution  to  give  the  people  their  ampleft  wifhes) ;  if,  I  fay, 
thefe  Societies  (hould  make  ufe  of  this  hint,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  maintain  the  affertion,  that  the  conftitution  of 'the 
country  was  in  no  danger.  When  the  Government  was 
bA)ught|  by  thcfc  Societies  fprcading  difcontent  where  it  did 
not  previoufly  exift,  into  fo  critical  a  fituation*  that  the  fecret 
difttibution  of  arms  would  put  the  conftitution  of  the  country 
at  their  mercy,  I  (hould  think  it  was  time  to  take  vigorous 
meafures,  to  prevent  the  dangers  which  threatened.  If,  under 
ihefe  circum(tances,  the  hands  of  Gpvernment  ou.;ht  to  be 
firengthened,  how  much  more  muft  it  appear  lucf  fl'ary,  when 
the  cleareft  hoftility  to  the  conftitution  is  marked  in  all  the 
proceedings  of  thefe  Societies,  and  when  they  have  antici- 
pated the  hint  of  the  Noble  Earl,  and  be^Tun  to  oolle^^^  and  fe- 
-cretly  diftribute  arras  i  I  therefore  feel  the  nccclfity  t  far- 
Tendering  for  a  time  a  portion  of  the  fecurity  for  my  11  crty, 
dn  order  to  enable  the  minifters  of  the  country  more  efFe£lually 
to  deal  with  thofe  who  mean  to  overturn  it." 

The  Earl  of  Derby  argued  againft  the  motion  for  readino;  the 
Bill  a  fecond  time;  and,  in  favour  of  the  queftion  of  •a<<journ- 
ment,  faid,  it  had  never  been  coiitcndcd  that  nn  c af:  could 
cxift  which  would  juftify  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Aft,  as  the  Noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft  had  fu,  pofcd;  hut 
only  that  a  cafe  had  not  been  made  out  in  the  preknt  inftaucc 
■which  would  juftify  fuch  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of 
the  fubjed.  The  Noble  Earl  Teemed  to  tl  i.ik.  that  t^e  lefs 
the  danger  the  ftronger  muft  be  the  mcafuri'  of  precaution  ; 
let  him  recolieft  to  what  an  abfurd  extreme  luch  an  argurient 
might  be  carried.  If  fo,  every  fence  of  the  conftitution  might 
be  broken  down,  and  (liould  the  fortunate  peri<»d  ever  arrive 
^hen  there  was  no  danger  whatever,  not  an  atom  of  it  would 
be  left.  The  news  of  the  day  from  France  ha<l  been  alluded, 
to — ^He  could  not  treat  of  thaL  melancholy  event  in  terms  oi 
equal  eloquence  Vfith  the  Noble  Earl  in  the  green  ribband ) 
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but  no  man  could  more  regret  than  he  did  the  degradation 
which  human  nature  fuf&red  by  fuch  z6tsy  but  he  could  not 
fee  how  the  mention  of  them  had  any  relation  to  the  queftioa 
in  debate.  A  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  (Thurlow)  had  faidy 
that  all  the  h(ks  ftated  in  the  Rejport  were  highly  feditioust 
but  did  not  amount  to  treafon.  If  they  were  only  feditiousy 
was  not  the  ordinary  power  of  law  fufficient  to  punifli  and  re- 
prefs  them  ?  The  perfons  charged  with  thofe  afts  were  now 
m  cuftody}  where  was  then  the  necei&ty  of  new  powers  to 
brinff  them  to  juftice,  or  to  prevent  them  from  doing  future 
mifchief  ?  This  furely  was  a  proof  that  the  danger,  whatever 
it  might  have  been,  was  now  at  an  end.  The  Noble  Secre- 
tary of  State,  for  the  benefit  of  his  argument,  had  dwelt  on 
ihe  numbers  aflembled  at  Chalk  Farm.  Did  he  mean  to  £iy> 
that  aH  the  perfons  who  happened  to  be  prefent  were  impli- 
cated in  the  purpofes  of  the  meeting  ?  He  could  not  but  know 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  a  very  few  peiites 
would  foon  colled  a  mob  of  feveral  hundreds,  and  fometiihes 
dioufands,  merely,  from  motives  of  curiofity,  to  fee  what  was 
going  forward.  That  the  Societies  were  preparing  to  diftri- 
Dute  arms,  was  ftated  even  in  the  Report  as  a  mere  prefump- 
tion,  unfupported  by  any  ihadow  of  proof.  For  theie  reafon^ 
he  deprecated  a  meafure  which  he  confidered  as  called  for  by 
no  aclequate  caufe,  and  as  an  attack  upon  the  conftitution. 
His  inquiries  had  fuUv  fatisfied  his  mind  upon  the  fubje£l,and 
whether  he  a£ied  witn  the  majority  or  the  minority,  with  tea 
or  with  twenty,  it  was  the  fame  to  his  confcience.  He  feared 
.  no  calumny,  for  he  defied  any  man  to  quote  an  aAion  of  his 
life  that  was  hoftile  to  the  fyftem  of  liberty  protected  by  iaw^ 
under  which  vre  enjoyed  fo  many  blellings. 

The  Eari  of  Carltfle  faid,  the  Learned  Lord  (Thurlow)  had 
gone  no  farther  tha/i  to  fay,  that  the  fa£ts  ftated  in  the  Report 
were  feditlous  in  the  Iiigheft  degree)  but  whether  they 
amounted  to  treafon  or  not,  he  had  expre&ly  declined  to  ex- 
plain, on  the  budable  principle,  that  as  perfons  were  com- 
mitted for  treafon,  it  would  be  cruel  to  agitate  that  matter  till 
after  their  cafes  were  decided  upon  by  a  jury.  He  entered 
into  the  reafons  that  had  induced  him  to  give  his  poor  fupport  to 
minifters,  and  reminded  their  Lordftilps  of  the  fmall  beginnings 
from  which  very  important  events  had  arifeii,  particularly 
calling  to  their  recollefkion  Lord  George  Gordon's  mobs, 
which,  though  objcfts  of  ridicule  at  firft,  had  grown  to  fuch 
a  ferious  height,  as  adlually  to  awe  the  Lcgiflature,  and  fub- 
vert  government  for  a  week.  The  Earl  defended  the  Bill,  as 
effential  to  the  fafcty  of  the  conftitution. 

Marquis 
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Marquis  Town/bend  faid^  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  fafer^  in 
a  moment  of  emergency  like  the  prefentj  to  confide  powers 
in  the  Executive  Government,  than  to  leave  it  to  individuals 
to  take  meafures  for  their  own  fecurity.  If  Adminiftration 
did  not  take  care  efFeflually  to  prote£b  the  property  of  the 
Public,  they  muft,  on  principles  of  felf-prefervation,  endeavour 
to  prote£l  it  themfelves,  and  the  mifchievous  tS^Q,  might  be 
a  civil  war.  Government,  however,  ought  to  be,  and  in  his 
opinion  they  were,  refponfible  for  the  ufe  which  they  made  of 
thefe  powers.  On  this  view  he  acauiefced  in  the  prefent  mea- 
fure,  which  he  confidered  as  juftined  by  urgent  neceility,  and 
well  adapted  to  avert  the  danger  in  queftion. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  began  with  obferving,  that  it  was 
the  pTa£ticeof  all  wife  men  to  examine  their  meafures  by  the 
rule  of  reafon ;  and  he  recommended  it  to  their  Lordfhips  to 
examine  the  qi|eftion  of  adjournment  by  that  teft«  If  ever  a 
ftanding  order  deferved  to  be  made  into  a  law,  it  was  that  or- 
der which  had  been  read,  which  regulated  the  courfe  of  their 
proceedings,  and  gave  to  the  people  time  to  fee  and  confider  of 
the  meafures  paffing  through  the  Houfe,  fo  as  to  enable  them 
to  come  forward  and  afiift  Parliament  with  their  advice.  AVliat 
poffible  inconvenience  could  there  be  in  the  delay  of  a  day  ? 
Suppofe  that  the  City  of  London  fhould  come  up  with  a  peti- 
tion to  their  bar,  would  it  not  be  for  the  intereft  of  the  king- 
dom that  they  fhould  have  the  opinion  of  that  refpe£table 
body  ?  or  wotitd  it  have  a  good  appearance  with  the  Public^ 
when  it  was  known  that  the  City  of  London  meant  to  meet  in 
order  to  difcufs  the  meafure,  that  they  (hould,  by  a  hafly  and 
premature  decifion  of  their  Lordfhlps,  preclude  the  City  from 
delivering  their  opinion  on  the  important  meafure  in  queftion  ? 
Minifters  might  perhaps  wifh  to  get  rid  of  fuch  opinion,  as  it 
was  fufpe£ked  not  to  be  fo  favourable  to  their  views  as  it  was 
laft  year,  for  they  did  not,  he  believed,  ftand  equally  well  with 
the  City ;  but  furely  Parliament  ought,  from  confiderations  of 
prudence,  as  well  as  regard  to  their  own  dignity,  to  deliberate 
on  a  meafure  of  fuch  importance,  and  not  to  debar  the  people 
from  prefenting  their  petitions  againft  it. — There  could  be  no 
caufe  for  precipitation.  The  principal  perfons  engaged  in  the 
terrible  confpiracy,  he  fuppofed  were  already  taken  up.  They 
could  not  efcape ;  an4  there  had  been  no  tumult  on  the  occa** 
fion;  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  refcue  them}  no  Habeas 
Corpus  ever  had  been  moved  for  in  their  behalf,  and  there  was 
no  appearance  in  any  part  of  the  country  to  juftify  the  hafte  of 
their  proceeding. — They  (hould  examine  the  precedents  which 
were  ordught  forward  as  grounds  for  the  prefent  meafure  by 
reafon  3  and  be  would  venture  to  fay  that  there  was  not  one 
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which  would  be  found  to  juftify  the  act  by  being  in  point. 
He  Midud  Ik'  know  if  any  ratirnal  man  could  point  out  any 
diftin^t.on  btlvittn  tlicff  S  cictics,  aii<i  thofe  which  met  for  ihc 
purp<  1l  o;  Parliann  mary  Reforr.i  in  the  yc^rs  1778  and  1782  ? 
yet  upun   the   proceedings    of  ihote   Sociciivs  the  Executive 
Power  never  exprtffed  tic  ftnalltil  apprehenfion,  or  took  any 
nicafures  to  (upj  r  N  ihcm.  Why  was  not  the  meafure  adopted 
in  tlie  laft  year    when   an  infurreftion  was  fo   much  ap|  re- 
bendt  d  ?  Ki'  fuch  meafure  was  even  fuggcftcd  i  and  the  rca- 
fon  was  oLvi  jii-s,  bccaufe  the  Pccpie  were  not  woundup  to  the 
proper  pitch  tor  receiving  fuch  a  meafure.     It  was  ridiculous 
to  lay  that  there  v  ah  a  precedent  in  this  reign  and  in  that 
rpign,  becaufe  in  tliis  or  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t  had  been 
fufpended.     As  f:r  as  precedent  MC.it,  he  cortc  uled  that  the 
Noble  Lords  had  completely  failed;  for  all  they  had  ihewn  by 
the  precedents  quoted  was,  that  fuch  meafurts  had  been  for- 
merly adopted,  but  flicwed  not  the  Icaft  fimilarity  between  the 
circumilances  under  which  fuch  a  meafure  had  been  formerly 
adopted,  and  the  circumilances  which  they  fay  <;a]l  for  it  now. 
Upon  the  fame  principle  they  might  prove  the  prcfent  difaf- 
Jrous  war  juft  and  necelTary:  Bccaufe  wars  have  bet n  under- 
taken which  were  juft  and  neceflary,  they  have  nothing  more 
to  do  than  omit  all  comparifon  of  the  grounds  up^^n  which 
they  have  been  undertaken.     Such  a  prccevlent  could  net  be 
adduced.     There  wa*^  nlway*?  heretofore  a  dire  and  urgent  ne-* 
cefTity  proved,  eithci  tl  ilI;.  i  on,  infuvrcclion,  or  of  luch  real 
abfolute  necclTity,  as  was  nn.vic  maniteft  to  the  minds  of  all 
men.     Was  this  the  cale  here  ?  No  fuch  thing.    No  caufe  had 
been  (lattul  to  julV.fy  the  meafure;  ar.d  a  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord  had  wifely  faid,  that  to  llrengthen  the  magiftracy  was  all 
that  the  circumilances  of  the  country  feemed  to  require. 

It  had  been  faid  that  revolutions  always  fprung  trom  the 
people,  as  an  argument  for  alarm  at  the  prcfent  inconfiderable 
pcrfons  being  engaged  in  reforms.  In  his  mind  the  very 
contrary  was  the  fad.  Qur  Revolution  was  brought  about  by 
a  few  men  of  fuperior  fenfe  and  undcrftandings,  who  law  that 
the  thing  was  abfolutely  ncceffary,  and  efFe£ted  it  againft  the 
general  opinion — and  even  in  France  it  was  by  reading  men— 
by  men  of  rank  and  condition,  that  the  Revolution  was  begun 
— by  men  who  faw  and  felt  the  oppreffions  of  the  Government 
—of  that  Goveri.ment  who,  indulging  terrors,  had  g  »ne  to 
moft  extraordinary  lengths  of  irritation.  Was  the  prefent 
meafure  either  juft  or  political  ?  As  to  its  juftice,  it  had  not 
at  kaftbcen  made  maniteft.  Cr.mmittees  had  been  appointed 
in  both  H.Hifts  and  though  he  had  a  great  per fonal  regard  for 
moft  of  the  Members  of  each,  it  wag  obvious  and  undeniable 
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that  both  were  compofed  of  alarmers  and  alarmiits.  In  fonner 
Committees,  impartial  men  had  been  placed  ;  here  they  vere 
all  of  one  defcription,  and  their  Report  was  full  of  capital  in- 
accuracies. It  gave  no  information  what  the  law  could  do—* 
how  far  it  could  go  to  correct  the  cxifting  evil ;  nor  did  it 
prove  to  the  fati$fa£tion  of  any  thinking  man  any  rc<^.l  caufc 
for  fuch  a  meafure.  It  talked  of  Societies ;  he  was  ignorant 
of  the  Societies  ;  he  knew  nothing  of  them  j  but  he  looked  at 
them  with  an  eye  of  favour,  a^  tluy  feemed  to  be  only  Cncerely 
defirous  of  obtaining  a  beneficial  end,  namely,  a  Reorm  in 
Parliament.  They  fought  the  fame  »)DJcd  as  the  Society  that 
met  at  the  Thatched  Hoafe  in  1782,  and  if  any  reproach  at- 
tached to  the  one  body,  the  fame,  or  even  ^rt*aitr,  attached  xo 
the  other,  as  the  beginners.  But  what  was  the  fatt  ?  1  he  old 
Jacobins  were  perfecuting  the  new.  There  was  a  vuljjar  pro- 
verb, which  precifely  defcribed  the  parries,  and  applied  to 
them  J  but  he  would  not  offend  their  Lordfliips'  ears  by  ftart- 
ing  (o  coarfe  an  adage.  The  purport  of  if.  was.  that  one  fet  of 
men  were  beft  to  catch  another.  A  fm uglier  was  the  beft 
man  to  fet  to  catch  fmugglers.  He  would  know  all  their 
tricks.  He  would  fufpeft  their  pr^ftices  by  a  confcioufnefs  of 
"what  he  would  have  praftifcd  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  been  ad- 
mitted into  a  fnug  birth  in  the  Cuflf  ms — but  though  he  was 
a  proper  perlon  to  catch  his  old  companions,  wouKl  you  inveil 
him  with  powers  to  attack  and  ruin  the  fair  trader  ?  As  to  its 
policy,  if  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  country  that  there 
ihould  be  a  reform,  do  what  they  would  to  prevent  it,  fooncr 
or  later  it  would  be  irrefiftlbie.  If  their  grievances  were  real, 
they  ought  to  be  redrefled ;  and  that  they  had  real  grievances 
was  certain,  for  the  Com miffi oners  of  Accounts,  appointed  by 
Parliament  itfelf,  had  reported  on  the  enormous  finerures  cx- 
pences,  and  burthenfomc  otiices  of  Government.  They  had 
complained  of  barracks,  and  furely  there  had  been  a  time  fmcc 
the  Revolution  when  the  erection  of  barracks  would  have  given 
univerfal  alarm  and  uneafinefs  to  the  country.  It  was  not  po- 
litic, nor  was  it  wife,  to  pufti  men  upon  thefe  fuhjecls.  They 
would  grow  defperate  if  miniftcrs  (liould  thus  go  on  ftep  by 
ftep  in  encroaching  upon  their  liberties.  And  what  was  the 
benefit  to  be  expefted  ?  That  there  (hould  be  no  meetings  for 
the  difcuflion  of  popular  fubjefts.  Was  that  a  (late  of  fociety 
to  be  wifhed  for  f  Was  it  wife  to  break  the  fnirit,  deftroy  the 
vigilance,  and  allay  in  the  breads  of  the  people  all  zeal  for  the 
i^onftitution  ?  Emigrations  had  been  too  frequent  of  late;  not 
merely  of  people,  but  of  weslth,  induftry,  and  talents.  They 
would  not  diminidi  under  fuch  meafures.  He  could  not  dif- 
covcr  any  diilin£lion  between  die  Societies  of  which  thefc 
sdarmifts  were  aftiye  membersj  and  the  Societies  which  are 
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made  the  fubjed  of  the  prefent  d^^bate;  their  proTefled  obje£l 
being  the  fame.  The  prefent  crifis,  and  the  prefent  war,  were 
without  any  precedent  in  hiftory.  The  difcontents  of  the 
people  arofe  from  the  timidity  of  the  minifters ;  and  from 
what  was  confequent  on  that  timidity,  their  ilNjudged  violence 
and  opprefFion.  What  was,  he  emphatically  afked,  to  be  the 
end  of  the  prefent  bufinefs  ?  Was  it  meant  to  prevent  any  rc- 
monftrance  again  ft  the  prefent  war  ?  Were  minifters  to  fiience 
the  people  until  they  had  no  longer  men  or  money  to  carry  it 
on  ?  Were  they  to  continue  it  until  this  country,  bleedin? 
within  and  without  at  every  pore,  was  completely  exhaufted  r 
A  law  againft  Conventions,  as  in  Ireland,  though  aharih  mea- 
fure,  might  be  confidered  as  mere  milk  and  water  to  this ;  and 
feeing  it  in  this  view,  he  believed  that  minifters  had  other ^and 
far  diflferent  from  their  profeffed  objefts  in  their  contempla- 
tion. They  wanted  to  train  up  herds  of  informers,  as  was 
done  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  and  even  in  that  of  King  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  by  \^hom  men  of  another  defcription  from 
thofe  now  in  gaol  were  to  be  attacked.  What  Bifliop  Burnet 
f  id  of  the  informers  and  forgers  of  thofe  times,  when  the 
hands  of  Peers  were  fo  dexteroufly  imitated  as  to  elude  their 
own  dete£lion  when  (hewn  them  in  that  Houfe,  ought  to  make 
them  cautious  of  a  meafure  that  might  generate  the  fame 
tribe.  They  ought  not,  upon  mere  fchool  laneuage,  to  give 
up  the  great  fecurity  of  Britifh  freemen.  For  himfelf,  he  en- 
tered a  folemii  protcft  againft  the  meafure,  and  as  he  might 
not  be  prefent  again,  againft  any  further  meafure  they  might 
attempt  of  a  fimilar  kind.  He  deprecated  the  delufions  they 
were  holding  out ;  they  knew  wel^  whether  there  were  arms 
hoarded  up  in  the  country.  No  quantity  of  arms  could  be 
procured  without  their  knowledge.  The  trade  would  know  of 
orders  to  any  extent ;  and  they  were  fo  conneAed  with  the 
trade,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fend  up  for  two  or 
three  of  the  principal  mafters  to  have  immediate  information. 
As  to  new-faihioned  arms,  and  the  dramatic  reprefentations  of 
pulling  out  daggers  from  under  their  cloaks,  it  was  too  eon- 
tern  ptible  a  manoeuvre  for  the  good  fenfe  of  the  country.  He 
advifed  them  to  go  upon  a  broader  ground  of  wifdom,  and 
upon  a  larger  line  of  policy,-  if  they  meant  to  extricate  the 
country  from  riie  dreadful  abyfs  into  which  they  had  plunged 
it.  The  motion  of  adjournment  was,  he  contended,  on  the 
prefent  occaOon^  a  motion  of  the  greateft  propriety ;  nor  did 
he  conceive  how  their  Lordfliips  could  refufe  their  affent  to* 
it,  without  an  open  violation  of  their  own  rules  and  orders. 

The  Duke  of  Lieds  began  his  fpeech  with  reading  the  fol- 
lowing quotation  from  an  anonymous  author  (one  of  &e 
writers  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole),  on  the  meafure  in  the  year 
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1722 :  ^  Since  perfons  of  fortune  and  confideration  can  at 
**  this  time  of  day  think  it  worth  their  while  to  aflift  the  in* 
*'  terefts  of  our  late  defperate  traitors^  by  afieding  a  moft 
**  unreafonable  and  ill-timed  concern  for  the  liberties  of 
^  their  country, !»  who  have  no  advantages  to  exps£t  from 
**  public  confullons,  need  make  no  apology  for  appearing  on 
*'  the  other  fide  of  the  argument,  and  endeavouring  to  prove 
*'  tl^at  the  prefent  me;^fures  of  the  Aditiiniftration  are  our  only 
^*  fecurity  againft  all  thofe  mifchievous  diforders  in  which  the 
••  madnefs  of  difappoimed  rebels,  and  the  wild  fpL'en  of  our 
**  modern  patriots,  would  involve  us*.*'  Spc  akin^  of  the  prefc  t 
meafure^  the  Duke  faid  he  had  heard  very  little  in  the  (hape  of 
argument  againft  it  $  it  moft  certainly  was  a  ferious  one,  and 
would  be  criminal  but  for  the  dire  and  urgent  neceflity  on 
which  it  was  founded.  His  Grace  owned  himfelf  an  alarmiit 
of  a  long  date;  ever  fince  the  month  of  November  1792* 
From  what  he  faw  then,  and  what  he  had  fince  feen,  he  enter- 
tained a  confiderable  degree  of  apprehenfion ;  inafmuch  as 
he  was  convinced  that  if  they  did  not  arm  Government  with 
large  and  fufEcient  powers,  they  would  not  long  have  any  Ha» 
if  as  Corpus  A6t  either  to  n?alntain  or  fufpend. 

Thg  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  occafion  to  go 
at  much  length  into  the  qucftion,  as  it  had  been  fo  ably  ex- 
plained and  difcufied  by  other  Lords,  efpecially  by  the  Noble 
and  Learned  Lord  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate.  He  would 
fpeak  firft  as  to  the  form  and  courfe  of  their  proceedings.  The 
precedent  of  1722  was  perfectly  in  point,  only  that  fo  much 
pains  had  not  been  taken  at  that  period  in  giving  to  the  Houfe 
full  information  on  the  fuSjed ;  whereas  in  the  meafure  of  the 
prefent  day,  whatever  objection  might  be  made  to  the  meafure 
itfelf,  it  could  not  be  alleged  that  it  had  not  been  fully  difcufT- 
ed— a  great  deal  of  extraneous  matter  had  been  introduced, 
but  on  uie  real  point  at  ifliie  there  had  been  bu^  little  areu- 
oi«nt.  After  clearing  away  a  vulgar  error,  that  it  was  a  luf- 
.penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t,  and  that  no  a£lIon  would 
lie  for  falfe  imprifonment,  that  it  was  a  full  indemnity  to  mi- 
nifters  for  all  a£ts,  and  gave  them  the  power  of  Lettres  de 
Cachet,  and  that  it  was  a  Revolutionary  mcaiure,  which  had 
been  fo  ably  and  fo  clearly  done  by  the  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord  to  whom  he  had  before  alluded  -,  there  had  been  no 
conteft  about-  the  principle.  It  had  been  admitted,  that  if 
there  were  a  Convention,  or  a  Meeting,  called  by  any  other 
name  (for  the  name  of  the  afiembly  did  not  conflitute  the 
crime),  which  aimed  at  giving  laws  to  Parliament  and  the 

*  The  above  extre6l  appeared  firft  in  the  Supplement  to  the  St.  JamesH 
Journal  o(  Moniiay,  October  15,  17219  and  it  tephnted  in  fioycr'*  Poli- 
tical State,. for  the  iame  montb,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  397. 
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Country}  this  meafure  would  have  been  wife  and  falutary. 
The  only  difference  then  between  them  was  about  the  fa£l— • 
whether  thefe  Societies  did  really  aim  fo  to  give  laws  to  the 
country,  i^r  merely  meant  to  obtain  a  Parliamentary  Reform 
by  legal  and  conftitutional  means.  To  prove  that  in  his  mind 
they  meant  nothing  fo  little  as  a  Parliamentary  Reform  (which 
he  contended  was  tried  more  than  once,  and  fettled  and  ex- 
tinguiihed  in  1 781  and  1 782)  he  went  over  the  documents  in 
the  Report,  reading  extracts  to  prove  that  the  objeft  of  the 
Societies  was  a  Reform  of  Government,  and  fomething  infi- 
nitely beyond  a  Reform  of  Parliament,  declaring  that  the  afler- 
tion  that  their  obje£k  was  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  no  more 
legalized  the  meeting,  than  Godfave  the  King  written  at  the 
bottom  of  a  feditious  libel,  could  purge  it  of  its  libellous  tend- 
ency. He  obferved,  that  thefe  Societies  originated  at  one  of 
the  word  periods  of  the  French  Revolution — dcfcribed  the 
late  Britifh  Convention  in  Edinburgh,  before  it  was  crufhed 
by  the  vigour  of  the  Magiftrates,  which  was  altogether  on  the 
French  model,  with  their  primary  affcmblies,  their  delegates, 
their  Prefident,  their  bell,  their  term  of  Citizens,  &c.  &c.  all 
which  had  obvioufly  the  French  Convention  in  view  in  their 
proceedings.  Their  numbers  he  eould  not  afcertain.  They 
probably  exaggerated  their,  number  themfelves.  He  did  not 
think  them  fo  numerous  as  thev  pretended,  but  they  were  at 
lead  tenfold  the  number  of  thofe  who  began  the  riots  in  1780. 
His  Lordfhip  commented  on  the  reafoning  built  on  the  low 
rank  of  the  members,  their  little  power  to  do  mifchief,  &c. 
&c.  and  faid,  it  was  eafy  to  treat  as  imaginary  all  dangers  that 
were  checked  in  the  bud.     One  of  the  fineft  poets  had  faid, 

•*  Treafons  are  never  own'd  when  but  defcry'd  ; 
"  Succefsful  crimes  alone  arc  juftify'd.*' 

He  concluded,  therefore,  with  faying  that  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  Houfe  would  fee  the  neceffity  of  placing  the  confidence 
in  minifters  which  this  Bill  defigned,  and  that  it  was  a  feafon- 
able  meafure  of  precaution  to  guard  all  that  was  facred  in  the 
country  from  almoft  immediate  danger. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  of  adjournment : 
Contents  -         -         p 

Proxies  -  2  —  1 1 

Not'contents  -         .108 

Proxies  -  1 1— 119 

Majority  againft  Adjournment        -         108 
It  was  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  expreffed  his  hope  that  at  fo  late  an 
hoyxi  (pad  two  o'clock  in  the  morning)    they  would  not 
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pttih  this  queftion  any  further.  It  had  been  ftated  that  they 
might  probably  receive  a  petition  to*morrow.  The  (landing 
order  againft  reading  a  Bill  twice  on  one  day  was  not  unknown 
to  the  people  ;  what  muft  not  thatHoufe  famfice  in  charader 
and  in  opinion  if  they  violated  their  own  ftanding  orders,  in 
fo  marked  a  way,  obvioufly  to  prevent  the  pcfople  from  ezer- 
cifing  their  right  of  petitioning  ?  Surely  they  would  do  more 
injury  than  they  could  obtain  good  by  the  hurry  I  The  Noble 
and  Learned  Lord  on  the  wpolfack  had  faid  that  th^  queftioii 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  was  finally  fettled  and  put  to  fleep  in 
1782.  He  denied  the  fa£l.  He  was  fure  the  Duke  of  Rich* 
mond  would  deny  the  faft.  Mr.  Wyvill  would  deny  it.  It 
was  impoflfible  to  believe  that  the  men  whom  minifters  had 
fent  to  the  Tower  could  have  entertained  the  abfurd  hope  of 
overturning  the  Government,  at  a  time  when  Government  was 
ib  remarkably  ftrong.  There  were  among  them  fome  men  of 
as  brilliant  abilities  as  any  men  now  living  (and  he  wiflied 
that  they  had  always  directed  their  abilities  to  good  ends}— 
they  at  leaft  could  not  be  fuQpeAed  of  the  folly  of  a  fcheme  fo 
ridiculpus  and  romantic.  The  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  had 
£sud,  chat  this  would  not  prevent  an  a£lion  for  falfe  imprifon- 
ment.  He  knew  that  in  1715.it  was  underftood  that  it  did 
give  complete  indemnity  to  the  Privy  Council  for  all  commit- 
ments— and  he  feared  that  this  would  be  found  to  do  the  fame. 
He  conjured  them  therefore  to  go  no  further  for  that  night  at 
leaft. 

The  queftion  was  put,  ^*  That  the  Bill,  be  now  read  a  fecond 
*•  time,    and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved,  /'  That  the  Bill  be  committed,'* 
which  being  carried,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  the  Earl  of  Cathcart  in  the  chair,  and  went 
through  the  Bill. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed.  Lord  Cathcart  repoi:tcd  that  they 
had  gone  through  the  Bill  without  amendments. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  moved,  **  That  the  Houfe  do  adjourn  ;'* 
and  the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  negatived. 

It  was  then  moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
•*  time,"  and  the  Houfe  divided : 

Cotttetits  -  9a 

Not'CBntents  -  7 

Majority     85 
It  was  then  moved,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pafs."— Ordered. 
'*  That  a  nieflage  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ac« 
•*  quainting  them  therewitli.'*— ^Ordered. 
Adjourned  at  paft  three  in  the  morning. 

Vol.  IV.  R  PRO- 
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PROTESTS 

Againft  the  Bill  for  fuj^nding  the  Habeas  Corpus  AB. 


Die  Jovis,  lido  Maii  1 794. 

Moved,  That  the  BUI,  intituled,  "  An  A£k  to  impower  his 
**  Majefty  to  fecurc  and  detain  fuch  Perfons  as,  his  Majefty 
^*  (hall  fufpe^  are  confpiring  againft  his  Perfon  and  Govern- 
"  ment,"  be  read  a  firft  time. 

The  queftion  was  put  thereupon. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Tlien  the  faid  Bill  was  read  the  firft  time. 

DISSENTIENT, 

Bccaufe  I  abhor  the  idea  of  eftablifhing  a  dangerous  and 
unconftitutional  fyftem  of  Letters  of  Cachet  in  this  country. 

Stanhope. 


Die  Jovis,  22 Jo  Maii  1 794. 
Moved,  "  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  Sufpcnfion  Bill  be  read 
^'  the  third  time." 
Read  accordingly. 

The  queftion  was  put,  «  Whether  this  Bill  (hall  pafs  V* 
Contents  •  95 

Not^ontents  -  7 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

DISSENTIENT, 

ift,  Becaufe  no  evidence  has  been  laid  before  us,  that  this 
kingdom  is  at  prefcnt  in  thofecircumftanccs  of  imminent  danger 
and  imperious  neceffity  which  alone,  in  our  opinion,  would  juf- 
tify  even  the  temporary  furrcnder  of  that  facred  fundamental 
law  which  is  the  fole  guardian  of  the  perfonal  liberty  and  fe- 
(:urity  of  our  fellow-fubjefts.  None  of  thofc  circumftances, 
either  of  foreign  invafion  or  of  domeftic  infurreftion,  or  of 
formidable  confpiracy,  now  exift  which  induced  our  anceftors 
to  commit  their  liberties  to  the  perilous  guardianfhip  of  a  del- 
potical  authority.  Inftead  of  fuch  an  unequivocal  public  dan- 
ger, which  filences  all  deliberations  and  over-rules  all  laws, 
we  are  now  required  ta  veft  an  arbitrary  power  in  his  Majef- 
ty's  minifters  upon  the  authority  of  a  detail  of  the  offences  of 
individuals  or  focieties,  whofe  ftrength  and  numbers  are  not 
proved  to  our  apprehenfion  to  be  fuch  as  would  juftify  fuch  a 
meafurc  as  the  prefent,  efpccially  as  the  ordinary  operation  of 
the  law  is  fufficient  to  check  the  fpirit  which  is  fuppofed  to 

prevail. 
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prevail.  One  of  the  worft  ciFefts  of  the  conduft  of  thefc 
Societies  is  their  having  operated  as  the  inilrument  for  former 
artificial  panics,  and  as  a  pretext  for  former  meafuresi  in  oivr 
opinion  the  mod  hazardous  and  pernicious.  They  continued 
the  fame  condufl:  without  injury  experienced  by  the  Public, 
without  acceffion  of  ftrength,  without  the  proof  of  any  change 
in  their  fyftcms  or  defigns.  We  cannot,  therefore,  without 
betraying  the  truft  repofed  in  us,  confent  to  refign  the  liberties 
of  all  our  fellow-fubjefls  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fervants  of 
the  Crown,  on  no  better  ground  than  that  of  a  catalogue  of 
offences  which  have  been  long  notorious  to  the  whole  king- 
dom. 

adly,  Becaufe  even  the  proof  that  fome  individuals  enter- 
tained thofe  defperate  dedgns  which  have  been  afcribed  to 
them  would  not,  in  our  opinion,  form  any  juftification  of  the 
prcfcnt  mcafure.  From  the  Revolution  to  the  complete  defeat 
of  the  pretenGons  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  the  wifdom  of  our 
ancedors  did  not  deem  the  exiftence  of  a  zealous,  powerful, 
and  indefatigable  Jacobite  party  a  fufficient  reafon,  without 
overt  afts  of  rebellion,  or  adual  exifting  confpiracy,  for  fub- 
je£ling  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  whole  kingdom  to  the  will 
of  minifters.  Miferable  indeed,  and  precarious  is  our  condi- 
tion, if,  at  the  pleafure  of  a  handful  of  vifionaries  and  incen- 
diaries (charaflers  which  every  age  produces,  and  difguifes 
which  the  agents  of  every  Government  may  afTume),  our 
liberties  are  to  be  laid  under  a  legal  interdid):,  and  minifters 
are  to  be  vefted  with  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  perfons  of  all 
the  freemen  of  this  realm. 

3dly,  Becaufe,  even  if  the  danger  had  been  as  real  add  im- 
minent as  is  pretended,  it  might  have  been  provided  againfl: 
by  meafures  far  lefs  odious  than  that  of  depriving  the  fubjeA 
of  thofe  rights  of  perfonal  fecurity  which  diftinguifh  the 
Britifh.conftitution  beyond  any  other  free  government  ancient 
or  modern,  and  changing  it  for  the  time  from  a  government 
of  law  to  a  government  of  will.  One  expedient,  compara- 
tively more  moderate,  is  obvious,  namely,  to  put  the  law  re- 
fpeAing  bait  for  mifdemeanours  which  afFe£l  the  ftate  for  a 
limited  time  on  the  fame  footing  with  bail  in  cafes  of 
treafon. 

4tlily,  Becaufe  this  Bill  appears  to  us  under  a  ftiU  more 
melancholy  and  alarming  afpe£b^  when  we  combine  it  with 
declarations  which  have  been  made  by  confiderable  perfons 
daring  the  dependence  of  this  Bill*  Even  this,  the  utmoft 
extremity  to  which  our  anceftors  were  ever  driven,  by  the 
preflure  of  the  greateit  danger,  is  but  the  prelude  to  a  fyftem 
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of  mcafurcs  (if  pofCblc)  ftill  more  violent  and  arbitrary. 
Thcfe  menaces  too  fqrcibly  illuftrated  by  fome  paft  meafares, 
in  our  opinion  of  a  rigour  equally  impolitic  and  odious*  fill  us 
with  the  moft  melancholy  apprehenfions  that  defigns  are  enter- 
tainedy  by  a  progreflive  feries  of  encroachments,  to  annihilate 
all  the  fights  of  Engliihmcni  and  to  extinguiih  all  the  free 
principles  of  the  BritiA  conftitution. 

5thly,  Beca'ufe  the  precipitation  with  which  this  Bill  has 
been  hurried  through  the  Houfe  is  both  indecent  In  itfdf,  and 
diredly  repugnant  to  two  (landing  orders  of  this  Houfe;  one 
of  the  28th  of  June  1715,  and  the  other  of  the  aSth  of  April 
1699;  ftanding  orders,  which  infure  to  this  Houfe  the  advan* 
tages  of  mature  deliberation,  and  to  the  fubje£b  the  invaluable 
privilege  of  petitioning  againft  meafures,  which,  like  the  pre^ 
fent|  are  fubverfive  of  his  fundamental  rights. 

Albemarle,  Bedford, 
Lauderpale,  D^rbt. 

Tht  following  Noble  Peers  were  the  minority,  in  the  divi? 

fion  on  Thurfday,  agaunft  the  Qill  for  fufpendin^;  the  Hp^e^^ 

Corpus  A€t : 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  Earl  Sunhope 

Marquis  of  Lanfidown  Earl  of  Egmon^ 

Earl  of  Derby  Earl  of  Thainet 

Earl  of  Lauderdale  Lord  St.  Johq               • 
Earl  of  Albemari^ 

PROXIES. 

Duke  of  Grafton  Lord  Cbedworth 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  May  22. 

The  NewfpapcF  Stamp,  Land  Revenue,  .and  the  FrencH 
Iflands  Corn  Bill,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Huntin^donfliire,  vice  Mr^ 
Byoiun^  appointed  Steward  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

Received  a  meifage  from  the  Lords,  that  their  Lord{hip» 
had  referred  the  books  and  papers  prefented  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  a  Secret  Committee)  and  that  the  faid  Committee 
was  empowered  to  receive  communications  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Con^mons. 

Mr.  Welhort  Ellis  moved,  «  That  it  be  an  inftmaion  to 
*<  the  Committee  of  this  Houfe,  to  communicate  with  the 
f<  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lords."*    Ordered, 

The 
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The  Houfc  in  a  Committee  went  through  the  Infolvent 
Debtors  Billy  when  feveral  new  claufes  were  introduced. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TkjdaYj  May  23. 

The  Royal  Aflent  was  given,  by  Commifllon,  to  thirty 
public  and  fifty  private  Bills  i  among  the  former  was  the  Bill 
for  Xtifpeoding  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t. 

AMERICA. 

The  Marquis  of  LanfJown  gave  notice  tliat  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  make  a  motion  on  the  affairs  of  America,  as  relatively 
conne£ted  with  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  on.  Monday  the 
26tht  and.mpved^  HiattheHoufe  be  fummoned  for  that  pur- 
pofc. 

The  modon  was  agreed  to,  ^nd  the  Houfe  ordered  to  be 
fummoned  accordingly. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  May  23. 

The  Houfc  in  a  Committee  went  through  the  Slave  Carry- 
ing and  Penitentiary  Houfe  Bills.    , 

The  Mariners,  Corfe  Ihclofure,  and  BriAol  Burial  Ground 
Bills,  were  read  a  third  time  and  pafTed. 

TIUAL  OF  MR.  HASTINGS. 

Receired  a  meflage  from  the  Lords,  that  they  would  proceed 
further  on  the  Impeachment  on  Tuefday  the  27th. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  in  times  like  thefc  it  was  certainly  ne- 
ceflary  to  fupport  every  part  of  the  conftitution  in  its  full  pri- 
vileges. He  had  heard  a  matter  which  he  would  ftate  to  the 
Home,  and  then  leave  to  them  to  fay,  what  ought  to  be  the 
proper  meafures  to  be  taken,  if  they  mould  refolve  to  take  any. 
The  cafe  was  thus :  A  grave  perfon  in  another  Houfe  had 
complained)  that  a  pamphlet,  purporting  to  be  a  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Commons  for  inquiring  into 
Xhe  caufes  of  the  delay  in  the  Impeachment,  contained  libel- 
lous matter  againft  the  Judges  of  England. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  Reports  of  that  Houfe  had  been  irregu- 
larly publiflied  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Sometimes,  it 
iras  true^  they  wers  Aot  a  faithful  record  of  their  proceedings, 

but 
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but  fometimes  they  were.  In  this  cafe,  though  it  was  in- 
tended to  attack  the  bookfellcr,  yet  the  Managers  were  indi- 
re£lly  aimed  at;  and  feeling,  as  he  did,  the  conilitutional 
ground  upon  which  they  had  acted,  he  was  ready  to  meet  all 
the  learning  and  wifdom  that  could  be  brought  to  attack  them, 
and  the  fooncr  the  better. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  ALiy  26, 

AMERICA,  AND  COPY  OF  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LORD  DOR- 

CMESTiiR. 

Tht  Marquis  of  Lanfihwn  prefaced  his  motion  by  cbferving* 
.  tlint  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  trouble  their  Lordlhips 
again  this  fciTion,  and  he  had  indeed  arranged  matters  for 
going  out  of  town  that  day.  That  intention,  however,  he 
lound  it  his  duty  to  difpenfe  with,  though  perhaps  his  filencc 
or  fccefliou  might  have  been  expefted.  And,  indeed,  though  he 
had  himfelf  not  the  fmallcfldefiretofecedcorabanclon  his  duty 
in  any  inflance,  he  wondered  not  that  fuch  an  idea  (hould  be  en- 
tertained, confulering  what  little  efiedl  all  the  arguments  ufcd 
by  Noble  Lords,  wlio  thought  as  he  did,  had  produced'.  He 
had  obferved  their  Lordfhips  with  equal  furprife  and  gratitud«, 
lillcning  with  great  patience  to  long  fpceches}  and  the  mdre, 
as  the  event  generally  proved  that  their  minds  ^^trrc  pretty  well 
made  up  before-hand,  upon  the  fubjefts'  in  difcuffion.  H 
felt  himfelf  particularly  obliged  to  them  for  their  repeated 
attention,  having  found  it  necefHiry  to  trouble  them  fo  often 
of  late.  He  never,  however,  had  taken  the  liberty  to  intrude 
upon  them,  but  when  he  thought  he  could  add  feme  new 
matter  to  the  argument,  or  throw  fomc  new  light  on  the  fub* 
jeft  in  queftion*  For  his  prefent  intrufion  he  had  only  to  fay, 
that  he  wifhed  not  to  let  the  feffion  flip  without  once  more 
calling  the  attention  of  their  Lordfhips  to  the  (late  of  afiairs  at 
home  and  abroad.  Minifters  at  home  were  holding  out  unex- 
ampled feverity  to  perfons  fuppofcd  to  be  guilty  of  certain 
plots  and  treafons.  A  ftrange  idea  had  been  held  out,  that 
new  nnd  unheard-of  weapons  were  to  be  made  ufe  of  to  maf- 
farre  their  Lordfhips.  They  were  not,  as  of  old,  to  be  blown 
up  bv  a  gunpowder-plot,  but  to  be  hacked,  hafhcd  to  pieces, 
and  hewed  with  pikes,  and  God  knew  what.  At  a  former 
period  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  ditefting  the  attention 
of  their  Lordfliips  to  the  neutral  nations,  and  had  prc- 
di£^ed  a  variety  of  circumftanccs  relative  to  the  impropriety  of 

the 
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the  war,  and  the  fituation  of  this  country,  which,  though  at 
that  time  treated  with  light  and  inconGderate  regard,  he  was  forry 
to  experience,  had  unfortunately  proved  to  be  too  fatal  and  too 
^  true.  To  the  fame  objc£ts,  in  fome  degree,  he  was  reduced  again 

I  to  recur,  by  the  extraordinary  and  impolitic  fyftems  we  had  fo 

'  delufively  adopted.     Previous  to  the  difcufllon  of  the  particu- 

lar fubjeft  of  his  motion,  he  had  begged  leave  to  requcft  the 
{atience  of  their  Lordfliips  to  fome  obfcrvations  which  might 
c  faid  to  be  conne£led  with  it ;  therefore,  he  had  faid  what 
he  had  already  dated  5  and  he  muft  ftill  further  declare,  that 
'  the   unqualified    feverity  purfuing   by  Admlniflration,    was 

in  his  mind  not  only  wrong  in  itfelf,  but  big  with  ferious 
danger  to  the  country  from  its  probable  confequcnces.  He 
conceived,  that  the  real  objcft  of  Adminiftration  fhould  be 
afcertained,  before  their  Lordfliips  fhould  fubmit  to  thofe 
I  trials  which  the  miniflcrs  wiflied  to  carry  into  efFefi.     With 

refpeft  to  the  country,  he  was  far  from  flaring  that  it  did  not 
require  fome  meafdres  to  infure  a  continuance  of  the  public 
tranquilHty,  and  the  ^beft  means  of  effefting  it  would  be  by 
fome  mild,  temperate,  and  neccflary  reform,  which  would, 
he  was  perfuaded,  tranquillize  the  public  mind,  and  prevent 
thofe  harfh  and  ftrong  meafures  which  miniftcrs  had  injudici- 
oufly  adopted.  To  preferve  peace  and  the  public  fecurity,  he 
I  would  recommend,  as  moll  wanting  and  mofl  efTeniial,  a  re- 

•    form  in  the  municipal  government:  He  wifhcd  to  fee  the  dif- 
ferent corporations  confift  of  independent  gentlemen,  capable 
of  fupporting  their  dignity,  and  ading  with  juftice  in  their 
refpeftive  fituations.     He  would  wifli  to  fee  the  magiflratcs 
I  men  of  charadler,    and  independent  of  minifters.     On  the 

N  prefent  occafion,  the  Marquis  faid,  he  did  not  much  admire 
obferving  his  Majefty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals  em- 
ployed as  they  were  at  prefent;  for  a  few  days  fince  he  fent 
his  agent  to  confult  them  on  particular  bufincfs,  but  the  anfwcr 
he  received  was,  that  they  could  not  be  corfulted,  as  they 
were  then  occupied  in  taking  the  examinations  of  perfons  fuf- 
pe£led  of  treafonable  and  feditiouspradlices.  He  conceived  that 
the  prefent  alarm  was  a  libel  on  the  charadler  of  Engliflimen  5  for 
every  foreign  minifter  with  whom  he  had  ever  converfed,  was 
warm  in  his  panegyrics  of  the  people  of  England,  whom  they 
,  pronounced  the  mod  peaceable,  and  lead  blood-thirfty,  of  any 

\  people  .on  the  furfacc  of  the  globe.     He  was  furprifed  and 

aflonifhed  when  ^he  had  heard  that  the  great  officers  of  ftate 
were  employed  in  infpeftinpj  inflruments  of  cruelty,  calcu- 
lated for  the  purpofes  of  aCTairmation.  It  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  fcandalous  abufe  of  time,  which  might  be  much  more  re- 

fpcftably 
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fpcftably  employed  by  minifters^  and  with  infinitely  more  ad-- 
vantage  to  the  Public. 

On  the  fubjed  of  foreign  affairs,  the  Marquis  reminded  their 
Lordfliips  that  he  had,  at  the  commencement  of  the  feflion, 
ventured  to  (late  his  opinion  to  their  Lordlhips ;  and  nothing 
had  occurred  (incci  but  what  had  ferved  to  confirm  him  in  bis 
former,  fentiments,  and  to  prefent  in  a  more  forcible  and 
ilriking  point  of  view  the  calamitous  profpe£l  of  affairs,  in 
Flanders  efpecially.     There  wef e  none  of  their  Lordfhips  who 
could    remain    blind    to    that    fituation.     It  was  publicly 
known,  and  publicly  fpoken  of;   and  nothing  could  appear 
invidious  in  dwelling  on  a  topic  that  muft  neceffarily  and 
ought  to  be  deeply  impi'effed  on  the  minds  of  their  Lordfhips^ 
We   were  engaged  in  a  mod  difaftrous  war — a  war  of  fix 
Kings  againft  a  fingle  oppreffed  People,  who  were  fighting 
for  their  opinions.     A  vi£lory  had  that  day  been  talked  of,  and 
that  1 2,000  men  were  (lain.    He  muft  be  a  hard-hearted  man, 
who  did  not  deeply  lament  a  war  pregnant  with  the  fpiiling  of 
.   fuch  oceans  of  human  blood :  But  we  had  experienced  difgrace 
and  defeat  enough,  to  balance  agalnft  a  temporary  advantage* 
Who  was  there,  tliat  had  not  been  acquainted  with  the  lofs  of 
our  artillery  ?  Who  was  th^re,  that  did  not  contemplate  with  ' 
horror  the  immenfe  effufion  of  human  blood  ?    It  was  well 
known  that  the  allies  were  not  difpofed  to  continue  the  war  ; 
and  the  number  of  fick  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
campaign,  which  was  little  more  than  six  weeks,  exceeded 
in  number  the  whole  amount  of  the  fick  during  the  whole  of 
THE  LAST  YEAR !    He  faid  it  was  in  vain  that  minifters  pub* 
lifhed  partial  Gazettes,  or  attempted  to  deceive  the  people.- 
Every  poll  came  charged  with  horrible  convi£lion.     Of  what 
fervice  was  it  that  our  public  accounts  magnified  each  cafual 
advantage,  or  diminiflied  every  defeat  ?    Was  it  not  known,, 
univerfally  known,  that  the  loffes  of  our  allies  were  concealed^ 
while  our  difplay  of  our  fuccefles  was  made  with  every  orna- 
ment that  ingenuity  could  beftow  ?    Did  not  every  private  let- 
ter confute  thefe  accounts  ?    Had  not  what  he  had  juft  men-^ 
tioncd  been  made  a  common  topic,  viz,  tliat  we  had  loft  more 
men  during  the  two  firft  months  of  the  prefent  campaign  than 
in  all  the  preceding  one? 

The  Low  Countries  were  again  in  extreme  danger ;  the  in- 
habitants openly  condemned  the  war,  and  proclaimed  their 
wifiics  for  the  enemy.  The  hofpltals  were  loaded  with  fick 
and  wounded ;  commerce  was  ftagnate ;  and  our  good  fHends 
the  Dutch  murmured  at  pur  conquefts  in  the  Weft.  They 
pretended  to  difcover  the  caufc  of  our  engagement,  and  ouc 

pcrfever- 
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perreverance  in  the  league,  and  complained  that  we  had  fe- 
cretly  and  exclufiTely  gained  pofleffion  of  the  French  Atlantic 
coloniesi  to  monopolize  the  fugar  trade,  to  the  fevere  injury 
of  every  other  European  State. 

If  the  defperate  fituation  of  Italy  were  looked  at  with  re- 
gard to  France,  there  we  (hould  alfo  find  a  people  who  re- 
probated our  perfeverance .  in  the  prefent  rafh  and  impolitic 
hoftilities.  It  was  the  fame  with  refpe£^  to  Spain ;  and  he 
afked  minifterS)  if  there  were  other  events  neceflary  to  foften 
their  hard  hearts,  befides  the  fpilling  the  blood  of  1 2,000  men» 
as  afierted  in  their  laft  difpatches  from  Flanders?  Thefe  were 
horrid  circumftances  to  relate,  or  to  tt&cGt  on ;  and  the  more 
fo,  when  it  muft  be  confefled^  that  we  were  not  the  nearer 
our  obje£i. 

Speaking  of  the  aftontihin'g  multitudes  of  French  who  came 
forward  in  their  armies  after  a  fuccefsful  conteft  on  the  part  of 
the  alKes,  attended  with  great  flaughter  of  the  enemy,  the 
Marquis  faid,  that  circumftance  alone  might  teach  us,  Uow 
utterly  impradicable  the  war  was  with  any  hope  of  ultimate 
fuccefs ;  and  he  could  not  better  illuftrate  his  aflertion,  than 
by  reminding  their  Lordflitps  of  a  converfation  dated  to 
have  taken  place  between  a  Chinefe  and  Ruffian  minifter^ 
when  RuSa  was  at  war  with  the  Chinefe.  The  Ruffian 
boafted,  that  with  xooo  men  his  Court  could  beat  a  Chi- 
nefe army  confiding  of  1 5,000.  You  may,  (aid  the  Chinefe^ 
but  if  you  bring  2000  men  into  the  field,  we  Qiall  bring 
30,000,  and  fo  on  in  proportionate  accumulation  of  immenfe 
armies,  till  you  are  wearied  and  worn  out.  This  doftrine 
applied,  he  faid»  fomewhat  clofety  to  the  prefent  war,  and 
might  be  carried  to  the  extent  menaced  by  the  Chinefe,  to 
the  awful  deftiaiflion  of  the  human  race.  In  a  war,  there- 
fore, attended  with  fo  much  cruelty  as  the  prefent  war  was» 
and  with  fuch  a  wafte  of  men  and  money,  it  behoved  mi- 
nifters  to  reflcft  deliberately,  and  with  great  care,  on  circum- 
ftances, before  they  had  the  madnefs  of  increafing  its  difficulty^ 
and  adding  to  its  danger,  by  provoking  a  new  enemy  to  enter 
the  field  againft  us.  He  had,  he  faid,  great  apprehenfions 
with  regard  to  neutral  nations.  Our  condu£t  towards  them 
as  it  heretofore  had  fliewn  itfelf,  hzA  been  mod  unjuftifiable, 
particularly  to  Genoa  and  Turin,  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
What  had  been  dated  refpe£iing  the  conduA  of  the  Britifii 
Court  towards  Tufcany,  a  Noble  Lord  (Auckland)  could,  he 
trufted,  completely  confute.  He  wiined  the  Noble  Lord 
would  condefccnd  to  date  whether  there  was  an  article  in  the 
treaty,  (igned  by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  and  the  Grand 
Duke,  that  had  not  been  laid  before  their  Lordffiips;  An  ar- 

Vol.  IV.  S  tide, 
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tide,  which  not  only  infiiled  on  that  Prince  banifhing  eml-' 
grants  from  his  country,  but  fuch  of  his  own  fubjefls  as  the 
Britifli  Court  thought  proper  arbitrarily  to  profcribe.  He 
wifhed  to  have  this  circumftance  difavowed ;  and,  therefore, 
he  gave  his  Lordfliip  an  opportunity  of  explaining  or  dif-^ 
claiming  the  aflertion.  By  our  harih  conduct  we  had  forced 
Sweden  and  Denmark  into  a  treaty,  which  might  produce  the 
mod  fenous  confequences  to  this  country.  He  declared,  he 
felt  with  concern  the  opportunity  miniftcrs  afforded  their  ene- 
mies of  rejoicing  and  exulting  over  their  failures  at  Corfica  ^ 
the  lofs  of  (hipping,  deftroyed  in  a  manner  unheard  of  before^ 
from  whatever  negligence  it  might  have  proceeded,  was  a  la- 
mentable circumftance ;  and  our  failures  in  that  quarter  were 
looked  upon,  not  only  by  our  enemies,  but  many  of  our  allies^ 
as  a  difgrace. 

Thcfe  being  the  ftriking  circumftances  of  the  war,  common 
fenfe  wonld  have  fuppofed  that  minifters  would  have  a£led 
with  particular  camion  in  refpe£fc  to  other  neutral  nations 
than  thofe  he  had' mentioned,  and  not  have  fooliflily  provoked 
America,  whom  we  ought  to  confider  as  our  relation,  and  to 
keep  up,  as  it  were,  n  family  ccmpaS  with  her,  founded  in 
friendfhip,  in  cordiality,  and  in  (Incere  good-will.  To  what 
extent  fuch  an  amicable  condu£fc  had  been  purfuedi  it  would 
be  only  ncceflary  to  revert  to  the  different  official  proceedings 
that  had  taken  place  with  refpeft  to  them,  and  from  thence  to 
fee  of  which  they  had  any  right  to  complain.  He  proceeded 
to  advert  to  the  various  grounds  of  grievance  which  the  con* 
duft  of  l)riti(h  minifters  nad  afforded  the  Americans  for  com- 
plaint, and  the  accun^ulatcd  caufes  of  oiFence  which  they  had 
given  the  United  States.  And,  firft  of  all,  he  complained  of  our 
condu£^  with  rcfpeft  to  that  part  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the 
United  States  in  1 783 ,  which  fixed  the  boundary  and  allotted  to 
them  the  Barrier  Pofts,  of  which  they  had  never  yet  been  put 
in  poffcffion,  and  were  ftill  uneafy  on  that  fcore.  That  point, 
the  Marquis  faid,  had  been  negotiated  and  fettled  by  thofe  who 
made  the  peace*  after  very  great  confideration ;  it  made  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  complete.  The  fea,  a  natural 
boundary,  ferved  as  a  limit  to  the  eaft,  and,  what  was  next 
to  a  natural  boundary,  the  great  lakes  ferved  as  a  limit  to  the 
north- weft,  and  the  reft  was  fettled  by  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion adjuftcd  and  ftated  in  the  treaty.  The  neglcfl  on  our 
part  to  fulfil  thcfe  conditions  had  irritated  the  Americans,  and 
induced  fufpicions  of  our  fair  intentiiins  towards  them,  and 
thofe  fufpicions  and  that  jcaloufy  were  rather  incre;:l"od  than 
diminiflied,  by  tlie  circumftancL-  oi  our  havi.ijr  afliftcd  tl.oPor- 
tuguelc  to  enter  into  a  truce  wltli  the  Algci  iues  and  ti;c  States 

of 
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of  Barbary.  That  conciliatton,  he  faid,  was  effe£tcd  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  confent  of  Portugal  to  join  the  league  againit 
the  French.  The  Portuguefe,  antecedent  to  that  truce,  had 
conflantly  oppofed  the  Algerines,  and  kept  a  fquadron  of  men 
of  war  at  the  mouth  of  the  Straits,  for  which  he  had  heard 
various  reafons  afligned ;  fome  attributed  it  to  the  old  animo- 
fity  between  them  and  the  Barbary  States;  others,  that  it  wa9 
upon  a  ground  of  policy,  left  their  marine  (hould  fall  entirely 
into  decay  i  and  another  reafon  was^  that  the  fleet  was  folely 
intended  as  a  check  upon  the  Algerine  rovers  againft  thc^Ame** 
rican  trader;  and  this  feemed  to  him  mod  likely  to  be  the  fa£^, 
bccaufe  Portugal  could  barely  fubfift  without  fupplies  from 
that  continent.  In  this  point  of  view  it  was  that  our  coadu£l 
ftood  condemned  by  the  Americans,  who  were  not  at  all  re* 
concilable  to  the  truce,  as  it  was  averred,  on  their  parts,  that 
the  truce  was  acceded  to  by  the  Barbarians,  upon  the  exprefs 
condition  that  it  fliould  be  kept  a  fecret  for  fix  weeks.  The 
confequence  of  which  was,  that  the  fleet  and  (hips  of  the  AU 
gerines  were  let  out  upon  them  at  once,  and  perfe£lly  un- 
awares, greatly  to  their  lofs  and  detriment,  the  Allies  againft 
American  veifels  proving  fuccefsful,  and  a  great  number  of 
them  were  a£lually  feissed  near  Lift^on,  wliich  might  have 
been  avoided,  if  their  owners  had  been  apprifed  of  the  nego- 
tiation privately  concerted,  carried  on,  and  fettled  between 
the  Portuguefe,  the  Algerines,  and  this  country. 

The  next  caufe  of  offence  to  America,  the  Marquis  ftated 
to  be  the  Order  of  Council  of  June  8,  1793*  to  feize  all  (hips 
(tbofe  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  excepted)  laden  with  corn,  to 
carry  them  into  the  firft  convenient  port,  there  purchafe  the 
cargo  for  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty,  and  paying  what  might 
be  thought  fuflicient  for  the  freight,  to  difmifs  them.  This 
furely  was  not  only  ftrange  and  infolent  condu£l  to  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  di£tating  with  whom  they  (hould  trade,  and 
to  what  pUce  tiiey  ihould  carry  their  cargoes^  but  an  a£t  of 
fingular  cruelty  and  injtiftice*  It  was,  indeed,  an  inftance  of 
cruelty  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory  of  wars,  of  hermetically 
ftarving  twenty-fix  millions  of  people  for  matter  of  opinion  ^ 
nor  did  any  of  the  writers  of  the  laws  of  nations  ftate  it  as  « 
principle  to  prevent  a  neutral  power  carrying  corn  into  a  bel- 
ligerent nation  ;  the  reftri£kion  was  only  on  arms  and  ammu* 
nition,  but  not  on  fo  neceflTary  an  article  as  corn,  «nd  th^ 
more  important  to  America,  as  it  was  her  ftaple  commiodity, 
which  was  almoft  the  only  return  Ihe  could  make  for  Euror 
pean  fupplies. 

The  Marquis  here  read  an  extra£l  from  a  pamphlet,  the 
i^etter  to  enforce  his  argument. 

,    S  Z  Minidcrs, 
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Minifters,  the  Marquis  faid^  might  pofltbly  confok  them- 
felves  in  the  enjoyment  at  home,  of  their  places  and  emolu* 
ments ;  he  would  not  difturb  their  happinefs  by  movmg  for 
any  papers  relative  to  Tufcany,  Sweden,  and  Denmark;  the 
fate  of  America,  however,  he  trufted,  was  not  to  be  decided 
by  their  nods,  their  ihnigs,  or  fupercilious  treatment.  He 
expected  on  this  fubje£i  an  explicit  anfwer,  before  the  Houfe 
precipitated  into  a  war  with  that  Republic.  Mintfters  ihould 
confider  that  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  was  a  matter  of 
infinite  magnitude.  Thefe  were  not  idle  words,  nor  fhould 
they  be  treated  lightly.  Mercantile  men  were  anxious  to  be 
informed,  and  ought  to  be  informed,  what  Government  meant 
with  refpcS  to  America.  Was  it  the  determination  to  force 
them  into  the  prcfent  league,  or  was  there  a  fixed  deCgn  to 
plunge  this  country  into  a  war  with  that  Republic  ? 

The  next  point  the  Marquis  referred  to  was  the  Order  of 
Council  of  November  the  6th,  for  capturing  all  veflcls  carry* 
ing  any  fort  of  provifion  or  ftores  to  the  French  colonies. 
He  remarked  on  the  manner  in  which  this  order  had  been  en- 
forced, pointing  out  the  great  fingularity  of  the  fad,  that  not 
one  fbip  had  been  taken  in  Europe,  although  fuch  numbers 
had  been  captured  in  the  Weft  Indies.  From  the  6th  of  No- 
vember to  the  28th  of  March,  upwards  of  600  American 
veflels  were  captured,  or  detained,  in  the  Britiih  ports.  This 
detention  he  greatly  reprobated,  becaufe  it  was  continued 
after  the  hope  of  regular  confifcation  was  abandoned,  becaufe 
the  cargoes  were  damaged,  and  becaufe  the  owners,  after  all, 
received  no  demurrage.  He  reprobated  the  abfurd  idea  of 
ftarving  the  French,  and  the  feizure  of  all  veflels  bound  from 
America  to  France^  laden  with  wheat  and  flour.  He  con- 
demned this  meafure  as  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  in  fa£^,  we  had  in  this  and  other  inftances  treated 
America  more  grofsly  than  any  other  neutral  nation,  although 
flie  was  entitled  to  the  moft  favour  from  us.  And  at  the  fame 
time,  he  declared^  he  difapproved  of  the  non*permiflion  of 
American  veflfels  to  fail  from  the  Britifli  ports  in  the  iflands» 
unlefs  they  gave  fecurity  for  the  difcharge  of  their  cargoes  in 
fome  Britifli  or  neutral  ports.  This  unprecedented  infringe- 
ment of  the  laws  of  nations,  it  was  notorious,  gjive  ferious 
alarm  to  the  American  merchants  here,  who  made  an  imme- 
diate application  to  Government  on  the  fubjefl,  determined 
to  know  on  what  they  might  depend,  looking  on  it  as  a  mea- 
fure calculated  to  produce  a  rupture  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  order,  however,  was  foon  after  revoked,  which 
was  a  tacit  confelGon  on  the  part  of  minifters  of  the  injuftice 
atid  illegality  of  the  meafure. 

His 
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His  LonUhtp  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferfon  to  Mr.  PiidT 
ntjy  upon  the  fubjedl  of  a  categorical  anfwer  from  the  Britifb 
cabinet,  and  the  various  applications  to  that  effe£l.  This  letter 
was  dated  on  the  18th  of  Deoemben  It  complained  of  the 
filence  of  the  Britifli  minifters,  and  conftrued  that  filence,  as 
was  natural)  into  contempt.  The  imprudence  of  provoking  hof- 
tilities  with  America  he  demonftrated  by  the  contiguity  of  our 
Weft  India  iflands,  by  our  retention  of  Canada,  &c.  by  the 
quantity  of  manufacturers  employed,  by  the  yearly  employment 
alfo  of  230,000  ton  of  (hipping,  and  by  the  danger  our  com- 
merce to  the  Weft  Indies  would  be  expofed  to  in  failing  along 
the  vaft  and  extenfive  coaft  of  North  America.  Canada,  he 
faid,  muft.fall,  if  we  went  to  war  with  America. 

After  much  able  argument,  the  Marquis  proceeded  at  length 
to  that  fubjefb  which  immediately  caufed  him  to  trouble  their 
Lordlhips  that  day,  viz.  a  paper  which  was  publiflied  in  the 
New  York  Journal,  under  the  title  of  ^*  An  ExtraA  from 
Quebec,"  ftating  a  fpeech  or  difcourfe  held  by  Lord  Dor* 
chefter,.  in  reply  to  Seven  Tribes  of  Indians  on  the  loth  of 
February,  of  the  Seven  Villages  of  Lower  Canada,  as  deputies 
from  all  the  nations,  except  three.  He  would  read  it,  that 
their  Lordihips  might  know  its  contents.    It  was  as  follows : 

By  a  Utter  from  a  Gentleman  at  Burlington^  in  Vermont j  ^e 
are  favoured  with  thefollovnng  authentic  copy  of  a  Reply  made  hj 
^L^// Dorchester,  to  a  deputation  from  Seven  Tribes  of  In- 
Jians,  at  a  Council  held  at  the  Cafile  of  St.  Lewisy  in  the  City 
cf^uehec,  on  the^  loth  day  of  February  lafl, 

)lct)Iy  of  his  Excellency  Lord  Dorchefter  to  the  Indians  of  the 
Seven  Villages  of  Lower  Canada,  as  Deputies  from  all  the 
Nations  who  were  at  the  General  Council,  held  at  the  Mtamj^ 
jn  the  year  1793,  except  the  Chawanoos^  Miamis,  and  Loopt.' 

"  Chiidren, 
^<  I  have  well  confidered  your  words,  and  am  now  prepared  to  reply* 

'«  Children, 
«  You  have  informed  me,  that  you  are  deputed  by  the  Seven  Villaget  of 
Lower  Canada,  and  by  all  the  Nations  of  the  Upper  Country,  which  icnt 
deputies  to  the  General  Council,  held  at  the  Mamis,  except  the  Cbawa- 
aoosy  Miamis,  and  Loups. 
"  Children, 
**  You  remind  me  of  what  paffed,  at  the  Council  Fire,  held  at  Quebec, 
juft  before  my  la(l  departure  for  England,  when  I  promifed  to  reprefcnt 
their  /ituation  and  wiihes  to  the  King,  their  father  |  and  expreflTed  my  hope 
that  a!l  the  grievances  they  complained  of  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
would  foon  be  done  away  by  a  juft  and  lafting  peace.    ' 
"  Children, 
**  1  remember  all  very  well :  I  remember  that  they  pointed  out  to  fse 
the  line  of  reparation  which  they  wished  for  between  them  and  the  United 
Stales,  and  witb  which  they  would  be  fatlsficd  and  make  peace. 
-  K  «  ChUdrei. 
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•♦  Children, 
"  I  was  in  cxpfftatioB  of  Iiearing  from  the  people  of  the  United  Statct 
trhat  was  required  by  them ;  I  hoped  I  fliouia  h^ivc  been  ablo  to  bring 
you  together,  and  make  you  friends. 
*•  Children, 
**  I  have  waited  long,  and  liftentd  with  gre^it  sitteatioa,  but  I  hare  lot 
heard  one  word  from  than* 
"  ChiJdrtn, 
'(  I  flattrr  myfelf  with  the  hope,  that  the  line  propofed  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  fcvcn  hundred  and  eighty-three,  to  feparate  us  from  the  United 
States,  which  was  immediately  broken  by  themfelves  as  foon  as  the  peace 
was  iigned,  would  have  been  minded,  or  a  new  one  d^'awn  in  aa  amicable 
manner:  Here  aifo  I  have  been  dil'appointed. 
«  Children, 
•*  Since  my  return,  I  find  no  appearance  of  e  line  remains ;  and  from 
the  manner  which  the  people  of  the  States  puih  on,  and  a6l,  and  talk  on 
ihis  fide,  and  from  what  I  kani  of  their  condu6l  rowanls  the  (ea,  I  (hall 
not  be  furpri(cd  if  we  are  at  war  with  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year  i 
and  if  ve  are,  a  line  muft  then  be  drawn  by  the  warrioi  s. 
**  Children, 
•*  You  aik  for  a  pafTport  to  go  to  New- York ;  a  paffport  is  ufelefs  in 
peace;  it  appears,  tnercfore,  that  vou  expc6k  we  (hall  be  at  war  with  th« 
States  before  you  return.     You  diafl  have  a  paiTport,  that,  whetlxr  peaca 
or  war,  you  mail  be  well  received  by  the  King's  ^varriors. 
"  Children, 
**  They  have  deftroye^i  theh^  right  of  pre-emption,  therefore  all  their 
approaches  towards  us  fince  that  time,  and  all  the  purchafes  made  by  them, 
I  confider  as  an  infringement  on  the  King's  rights  j  and  when  a  line  is 
drawn  betw^^en  us,  be  it  peace  or  war,  they  mult  lofe  all  their  improve- 
ment of  hoiifes  on  our  fide  of  ir.     The  people  muft  all  be  gone  who  do  not 
obtain  leave  to  become  the  Kmg*s  fubjc6ts.     Wh^t  belong^i  to  the  Indians 
mriU  of  courle  be  confirmed  and  I'ecured  to  them. 
"  Chddren, 
««  What  fuither  can  I  fay  to  you  ?  You  are  wir  wiinefs,  that  on  our 
part  \Te  have  a^ed  in  the  moft  peaceable  manner,  and  borne  the  language 
of  the  United  States  with  patience,  and  I  believe  our  patience  is  almott 
axhaivt^d. 

•*  Givtn  under  my  hand,  at  the  Caftk  of  St.  I«ewls,  in  the  City  of 
(^cl-  c,    on  the   loih  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

(Signed)  DORCHESTER. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(cf.gncd)  Heman  Wissivs  Kyi-and,  Secretary.*^ 

The  Marquis  argued  upon  tlic  daneerous  confequence  of 
fuch  a  p 'per,  if  it  were  authentic-  He  profcfltd  to  know 
little  of  iisauthenticity«  and  therefore  he  called  upon  miaiflers 
to  fay  whether  there  had  been  any  thing  in  their  inftrnc* 
tions  to  the  Noble  Lord  to  authorifc  the  holding  of  fuch  lan- 
guage ?  Jle  could  not  believe  that  a  man  fo  refpef^able  and 
difcrcet  as  Lord  Dorchefter  would  have  held  fuch  language 
Without  authority;  but  a  paper  of  fo  extraordinary  a  fort 
having  appeared  in  print,  could  it,  to  anj  rcfledting  man,  be 

mattef 
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Inatter  of  furprife  that  the  Americans  had  laid  an  embargo  on 
our  (hips  in  their  ports  for  thirty  days  ?  :After  all  the  exafpe- 
rating  circumftances  of  our  conduft,  after  condemning  fo  many 
of  the  it  ftiips,  could  any  Noble  Lord,  judging  from  his  own 
feelings,  wonder  that  they  had  been  at  length  roufed  intv 
active  indignation  ?  And  yet  their  moderation  and  forbearance 
had  been  moil  exemplary.  His,  pockets,  the  Marquis  faid, 
were  full  of  their  proceedings,  in  which  with  temper,  kind- 
nefs,  and  regard  for  this  country  (the  reverfe  of  what  we  had 
praftifed  towards  them),  they  had  come  to  this  meafure  with 
the  moft  remarkable  reluftancc.  Flefti  and  blood,  ho>vevcr, 
could  not  bear  the  outrages  they  had  received.  What  motives 
fninifters  could  have  for  their  treatment  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, what  motive  for  involving  this  country  with  its  old  bre- 
thren, with  that  people  whom  it  ought  to  be  our  deareft  wifli 
to  cherifh  and  conciliate,  he  profeflTcd  he  could  not  conceive* 
Had  it  been  held  by  minifters  who  oppofed  the  peace  that  was 
made  with  the  Americans,  or  who  had  declared  they  thought 
it  a  bad,  improvident,  ilUjudged,  and  fooli(h  peace,  and  that 
opportunities  ought  to  be  fought,  and  feized  on,  for  recovering 
what  was  then  furrendered,  it  might  at  leaft  be  accounted  for> 
though  not  in  otir  prefent  circumftances  juftificd ;  but  the 
minifters  who  had  a£led  in  this  ftrange  way  towards  America^ 
were  fome  of  them  perfons  who  had  afliftcd  in  making  the 
peace  ;  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  motives  on  which 
every  part  of  the  conditions  of  the  peace  was  founded,  and 
entirely  approved  of  them;  and  their  motives  therefore  were 
to  him  infcrutable.  Their  meafures  tended  to  deftroy  all  har- 
mony, all  confidence,  between  this  country  and  America. 
Had  they  changed  their  opinions  with  rcfped  to  America? 
He  declared  he  was  not  an  enemy  to  mens  changing  their 
pinions  upon  great  political  queilitms,*as  men  might  fee  good 
mnd  fufficient  reafon  lor  fo  doing ;  but  in  fuch  cafes  they  ought 
with  candour  to  ftate  the  grounds  upon  which  they  had  fo 
altered  their  judgment.  Did  they  mean  to  fay  that  they  were 
young  men  when  the  peace  with  America  was  made,  that 
they  were  not  experienced  in  bufinefs,  and  that  they  had  been 
deceived  by  a  man  more  experienced  in  State  affairs  than 
themfelves,  in  whom  they  placed  indifcreet  confidence,  but 
that  they  had  fmce  feen  caufe  for  changing  their  opinion  0^ 
ihc  fubje£t  ?  Undoubtedly  they  might  reafon  in  this  manner, 
but  no  fuch  language  liad  ever  been  ufed.  They  had  never 
given  a  hint  that  they  at  prefent  thought  othcrwife  of  the 
American  peace  than  they  did  at  a  former  time.  What  argu«> 
jnents  there  might  be  againft  the  reftitwoa  of  the  pofts  Hi'* 
...    ^  pulated 
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puhted  to  be  given  up  by  the  treaty,  he  knew  not ;  nor  would 
be  inquire  into  the  previous  circumilances  that  occafioned  the 
contention  between  the  two  countries,  which  could  not  be  re*^ 
currcd  to  without  exciting  horror  in  the  bread  of  every  feeling 
and  honourable  man.  He  wifhed  not  even  to  gljince  at  thofe 
ctrcumftances.  He  wifhed  that  the  tranfadion  with  Algiers 
fiiould  betouUy  ilifled ;  for  no  one  part  of  our  conduct  would 
redound  either  to  minillerial  or  national  credit.  With  great 
fincerity  he  aiTured  the  Houfe,  he  had  no  other  view  in  maudnf^ 
the  motion  he  fliould  conclude  with,  than  to  avert  danger.  It 
was  not  his  wifli  to  widen,  but  to  heal,  the  differences  between 
the  two  countries.  His  motion  could  not  be  attended  with  any 
mifchievous  confequences,  becaufe  it  afforded  minifters  an  op* 
portunity  of  defence,  by  clearing  themfelyes  from  imputations* 
which,  if  falfe,  might  produce  mod  dreadful  confequences*  If 
they  were  true,  it  was  fit  to  bring  them  forwacd,  that  the  wif<* 
dom  of  theLegiflature  might  correft  the  raflinefs  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  had  Ho  hoftility  to  minifters  in  the  afiair.  In 
private  life,  if  a  perfon  was  vilified,  an  honourable  and  candid 
man  would  fairly  tell  him  what  was  imputed  to  him,  that  he 
might  juftify  himfelf  if  right,  or  prove  his  innocence  if  af- 
perfed.  He  Ihould  be  happy  to  hear  that  the  paper  he  had 
xtad,  was  not  a  genuine  paper;  that  Lord  Dorchefter  had  had 
no  fuch  communication  with  the  Indians ;  and  that  it  was  a 
mere  newfpaper  ftory.  Unfounded  in  fa£l.  If  this  (hould 
come  out,  his  agitation  of  the  matter  could  not  fail  to  do 
good,  as  it  would  fervc  only  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of  men, 
and  open  the  vray  for  perfed  conciliation,  which  he  moft  de- 
voutly wiflied.  After  much  ftrong  and  general  argument,  the 
Marquis  concluded  with  moving,  **  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented 
^  to  the  King,  praying  that  his  Majefty  would  give  diredions, 
**  that  there  oe  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  fuch  Inftruc- 
*'  tions  as  have  been  given  orfent  to  Lord  Dorchefter,  relative 
**  to  all  differences  fubfifting  between  this  Country  and  the 
*'  United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  fuch  communications 
^  as  he  may  have  made  of  conferences  with  the  Indian  Tribes 
**  North- weft  of  the  Ohio,  relative  thereto.'* 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  difcuf* 
fion  of  the  extraneous  matter  introduced  into  the  fpeech  of  the 
Noble  Maiquis,  not  tiutt  every  part  of  his  fpeech,  whether  im- 
mediately relative  or  not,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  moft  fe*^ 
tioufly  important  and  worthy  of  confideration,  but  he  did  not 
think  his  majefty^s  minifters  were  in  the  leaft  indebted  to  the 
Noble  Lord  lor  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  vin^cate  them* 
fislves  againft  tlut  which  appeared  to  lum  to  be  no  charges 

Thofe 
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Thofe  meafures  which  the  fervsnts  of  the  Crown  had  thought 
it  neceflary  to  adopt  with  refpeft  to  neutral  nation?,  had  al- 
ready been  difcuffed  pretty  much  at  large  in  that  Houfe,  and 
therefore  it  was  unncceflary  for  him  to  enter  upon  it  at  that 
time.  With  refpedi  to  what  the  Noble  Marquis  had  been 
pleafed  to  call  the  unexampled  and  unqualified  feverity  of  c»ur 
Executive  Government,  and  the  djn^crs  which  he  fuggeftcd 
as  likely  to  enfuc,  both  from  our  condu£l  to  foreign  powers, 
and  our  internal  policy,  he  would  anfwer,  that  the  conclu6l  of 
the  Executive  Government,  and  that  of  the  Legiflature  like- 
wife,  had  been  fo  far  from  meriting  that  charafter,  that  he  was 
confident  both  would  be  found,  on  a  fair  examination  into 
circumftanccs,  to  have  been  lenient,  and  perhaps  in  fomc  in- 
ftances  criminally  tender,  to  thofe  who  dcfcrved  immediate 
punilhment.  To  what  AfTembly  could  the  Noble  Marquis 
addrefs  fuch  language  ?  Was  it  to  their  Lordfhips^  who  were 
jn  poflcflion  of  the  condnft  of  thofe,  who,  for  the  two  laft 
years,  aimed  at  fubverting  the  conftitution  of  the  country  ? 
The  fad  undeniably  was,  that  inftead  of  profecuting  for  opi- 
nion, as  the  Noble  Lord  bad  charged  them,  they  had  fufFered 
thofe  opinions  to  go  on  for  two  years,  until  principles  of  a 
dangerous  nature  had  been  found  not  only  to  exift,  but  ready 
to  be  put  in  aftion.  Comparing  it  with  the  conduft  of  ano- 
ther nation,  who  aimed  at  fubverting  the  conftitution  of  this 
country,  who  were  faid  to  be  at  prefent  fighting  for  liberty  of 
pcrfon  and  opinion,  and  who  on  that  account  ought  to  be  libe- 
ral as  well  as  aftive,  the  minlfters  of  this  country  had  been 
unufually  moderate  and  forbearing  .,as  he  had  juft  faid,  perhaps 
to  a  degree  of  criminality  The  Noble  Marquis  had  talked  of 
the  intention  of  ftarving  the  poor  diftrefled  country  of  France. 
Diftreffed  and  poor  it  was  true  fhc  was,  and  was  earncftly  de- 
firouS)  from  the  introduftion  of  her  principles,  to  reduce  every 
other  country  to  a  fimilar  fituation.  How  then  could  blame 
attach  to  his  Majefty's  minifters,  for  having  ufcd  fuch  precau- 
tions as  would  prevent  the  confequence  of  the  introdu^ion  of 
that  ruinous  fyftem,  and  preferve  the  proteftion  of  our  laws, 
and  the  fecurity  offered  to  us  by  our  conftitution  ?  There  was 
fcarccly  an  individual  in  the  country  who  did  not  feel  that 
England  was  called  upon  to  go  to  war  again  ft  the  common 
enemy  of  mankind.  The  Noble  Lord  had  alfo  expreffed  his 
forrow  at  the  oppreffions  of  fo  large  a  nation  as  France  :  Tliat 
they  were  opprciTcd,  feverely  opprefled,  was  a  lamentable  faft ; 
but  by  whom  ?  Not,  as  the  Noble  Lord  had  faid,  bv  the  powers 
who  had  combined  for  the  fecurity  of  the  peace  01  Europe,  but 
by  a  fet  of  barbarians,  who  had  got  into  power,  and  who  pre- 
served that  power  by  deluges  of  human  blood.  As  to  a  great 
Vol.  IV.  T  part 
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part  of  the  fpecch  of  the  Noble  Marquis,  the  condufl:  of  Par-. 
liament  had  been  a  fair  refutation  of  the  calumny  which  it 
fcemed.  intended  to  convey,  'fhe  calamities  of  war  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  good  individual  who  did  not  lament  ao 
ferioufly  as  himfelf  •,  calamities,  however,  which  were  much 
more  Ukcly  to  be  increafed  than  diminifbed  by  the  language  the 
Uoufe  had  heard  that  day  ;  as  it  was  more  calculated  to  irri- 
tate the  palEons  than  to  appeafe  them.  While  we  were  thus 
railed  upon  to  lament  the  calamities  of  war,  it  (liould  not  be 
forgotten  how  we  got  into  it-  The  war  was  a  war  that  we  had 
been  conilrained  to  enter  into,  after  a  long*  a  patient>  and  an 
unexampled  forbearance  of  making  any  return  to  the  many 
infults  and  affronts  that  had  been  cad  upon  us  by  France.  At 
length,  when  it  would  have  been  difhonoutable  to  forbear  any 
longer,  we  found  ourfelves  forced  into  a  defenfive  war ;  and 
that  war  we  muft  carry  on,  let  its  confequences  be  what  they 
might.  With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Noble  Marquis'*, 
fpeech  which  went  to  lament  the  calamities  of  the  war,  his 
Lordlhip  faid,  it  was  idle  to  fuppofe  that  his  Majefty's  minif- 
tersdid  not  feel,  and  deeply  feel,  thofe  events  and  csdamities  ;. 
hut  thofe  calamities  were  afcribable  to  the  French,  who  Ten«« 
dercd  the  war  barbarous  by  their  fangumary  conduA,  and  their 
plundering  of  every  village  that  fell  into  their  hands.  It  wa» 
to  be  recolle£bd«  tliat  if  war  brought  on  calamities,  the  mif- 
jEortune  on  our  part  was  unavoidable  ^  and  the  caufe  of  it  mull 
be  imputed  to  thofe  who  commenced  it,  and  not  to  us,  who 
had  no  choice  between  hoftility  and  diflionour^'  or  even  de- 
ftruSion. 

With  refpcft  to  the  conduft  of  this  country  towards  neutral 
nations,  Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  "^as  perfuaded  that  the  more 
it  was  examined)  the  more  it  would  appear  to  be  confonant  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  law  of  nations  :  He  would  go  further,  and 
aflerty  that  if  this  country  wasblameable  at  all  on  ^at/ubje£t, 
it  wad  for  having  exercifed  an  unufual  degree  of  lenity  and 
forbearance :  Let  thofe  who  entertained  any  doubts  on  that 
pointy  look  into  all  that  had  been  written  bv  the  beft  authors 
oh  the  law  of  nations,  under  the  article  ot  felf-defence,  and 
they  would  find  that  his  aiTertions  in  this  refpeft  were  ftrifily 
true.  Muqh  had  been  faid  upon  the  liberality  of  the  Ejiglifh 
chamber;  he  agreed  that  it  was  a  liberal  chara£ter,  and  he 
honed  it  would  ever  retain  that  feature ;  but  he  knew  of  no 
right  the  Executive  Government  had  in  excefsof  liberality  to 
facrifice  the  interefts  of  the  country  to  the  views  of  its  ene^i 
mies,  while  we  were  carrying  on  a  defenfive  war. 

He  came  at  length  to  a  particular  obfervation,  which  he 
thought  himfelf  cwed  upon  to  make  upon  the  obje£t  of  the 
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motion  of  the  NoWe  Marquis.  Whatever  he  thought,  he  felt 
himfelf  bound  in  decorum,  decency,  and  refped  to  that  Houfe, 
not  to  exceed  the  limits  of  its  rules  and  orders  i  all,  therefore, 
he  could  fay  was,  that,  be  the  motives  of  the  Noble  Marquis 
what  they  might,  with  his  fenfe  of  the  duty  of  an  Engliihman, 
and  more  particularly  with  his  fenfe  of  the  duty  of  a  Member 
of  a  BritHh  Parliament,  he  Ihould  not  have  been  induced  to 
make  a  fpeech  fimtlar  to  that  which  preceded  the  prefent  mo- 
tion :  That  fpeech  having  been  made,  all  that  the  Houfe  could 
do,  was  to  prevent  the  effeft  it  might  other  wife  produce. 

The  Noble  Marquis  had  faid,  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  had  conduced  itfelf  unjuftly  towards  America,  with 
reference  to  the  plan  of  our  peace  with  the  United  States  i  a 
plan  which  the  Noble  Marquis  toiaintained  to  be  a  wife  one, 
and  deliberately  adopted  feveral  years  ago,  and  which  it  was 
faid  the  Governm^ent  of  this  country  difregarded  and  aban- 
doned, and  that  we  were  at  prefent  purfuing  meafures  with 
America  which  tended  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  them.  With 
iregard  to  the  peace,  as  it  had  been  adopted,  he  thought  this 
country  bound  to  abide  by  it.  With  regard  to  the*Kne  of  pofts 
ftipulated  in  the  treaty  of  peace  with  America  as  the  boundary 
of  the  United  States,  he '  had  not  been  in  Parliament  early 
enough  to  remember  the  origin  of  the  American  war,  or  the 
turn  that  the  debates  took  upon  that  fubjcA  ;  and  though  not 
inany  minifterial  ofEce  at  the  timC)  he  had  voted  for  the 

f>eace,  notbecaufehe  approved  all  the  articles,  but  becauljs  he 
uppofed  lefs  conceflions  would  have  been  made,  if  peace  could 
have  been  obtained  and  concluded  on  bettA-  terms,  and  terms 
more  advantageous  to  this  country.  The  fixing  the  boundaries 
and  the  line  of  pofts,  he  had  never  conCdered  as  the  article  of 
moft  advantage  to  Great  Britain  in  that  treaty,  nor  had  he  ever 
conv^rfed  wiSi  any  individual  who  underftood  the  fubjed, 
who  entertained  a  different  opinion.  The  article  might  have 
been  neceflary,  as  perhaps  we  could  not  have  had  better  terms  j 
and  when  concluded,  they  muft  be  binding,  and  muft,  there- 
fore, be  punjiually  obferved  ;  all  treaties  however  were  to  be 
confidered  on  terms  of  mutual  and  reciprocal  benefit  and  ad- 
vantage to  both  the  contra£iing  parties  \  if  one  fide  did  not 
fulfil  the  conditions  ftipulated,  it  wafs  an  ample  reafon  why  the 
other  (houid  not  be  over-forward  to  comply  with  all  the  ftipu- 
lations  flie  was  bound  to,  fincc  it  would  be  new,  indeed,  in  the 
afiairt  of  ftatcs,  if  a  nation,  making  confiderable  facrifices  on 
its  part,  (hould  not  expcft  to  obtain  alfo  the  advantages  of  that 
treaty  to  itfelf ;  fuch  never  had  been  the  conftru£tion  of  trea- 
ties, while  they  were  to  be  interpreted  by  good  fenfe.  It 
would  be  idle  for  him  to  fay  any  thing  moss  pn  that  part  of 
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the  fubje£l.  He  could  have  no  interedy  he  fatd  it  with  (iQce- 
rity,  he  had  no  dirmclination  towards  America  ;  he  had  no 
dcfirc  that  wc  (hould  be  on  any  other  footing  towards  them  than 
that  of  perfe£l  amity  and  good  correfpondence.  He  could  fay 
more ;  as  to  his  condu£l  fince  he  had  been  charged  with  that 
ofRce  which  he  now  held,  he  had  delivered  it  as  his  opinion,  in 
which  he  concurred  with  all  public  men. he  knew,  that  the 
intereft  of  America  and  Great  Br' tain  was  to  be  on  terms  of 
friendihip  and  good-will  ;  and  that  this  was  mutual.  By  that 
principle,  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  every  part  of  the  condu£t  of 
the  Executive  Government  of  this  country  had  been  uniformly 
governed,  during  the  whole  period  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace.  The  Noble  Marquis  had  infinuatcd  to  the  contrary : 
He  faid  that  our  Government  had  departed  from  the  terms  : 
He  really  did  not  comprehend  in  what  particular.  What  the 
real'on  for  bringing  forward  the  charge  might  be,  he  was  per- 
fectly ignorant.  Still  more  at  a  Ids  was  he  to  know  in  what 
this  Government  had  dif^jraced  itfelf:  He  hoped  that  nothing 
of  that  fort  would  be  felt  by  this  country.  A  id  fo  confciou6 
was  he  of  their  endeavours  to  ad  uncxccptionaoiy,  that  he  was 
ready  to  take  his  flnre  of  the  refponfibility  which  belonged  to  his 
ft<nion,  for  the  advice  he  gave  to  his  Sovereign  on  that  fubje£t. 

A  material  circumilancc,  Hated  by  the  Noble  Marquis  as  z 
caufe  of  offence  and  jealoufy  to  America,  was  our  condufi: 
with  refpeft  to  Algiers  ;  and  he  could  not  refrain  from  faying, 
that  if  there  were  in  this  country  any  enemies  to  it  and  to 
America,  defirous  of  propagating  unfounded  reports,  for  the 
purpofe  of  alienating  America  from  this  country,  he  hoped 
they  would  mifs  their  object.  He  could  have  wiflied  thaty 
when  charges  of  a  ferious  kind  were  urged  againft  Govern- 
ment, they  had  been  firft  examined  and  afcertained  before  they 
were  brought  forward  ns  matter  of  debate  ;  it  was,  he  obferved^ 
no  light  thing  to  be  thrown  out  by  a  Noble  Lord,  who  had 
filled  the  higheil  offices  of  the  S^te,  that  this  country  was 
willing  to  provoke  America  to  a  war.  It  was  not  a  trifling 
matter  to  make  charges  in  that  Houfe,  and  to  (late  that  cer^i- 
tain  reports  had  obtained  credit :  But  he  hoped  and  trufted 
ihcy  would  make  no  more  impreffion  than  they  ought  to 
make.  He  wifhed  to  (late  briefly  and  plainly  the  cafe  upon 
this  fubjeft,  and  their  Lordfhips  would  fee  whether  it  bore 
the  colour  which  the  fpeech  of  the  Noble  Marquis  was  calcu- 
lated to  imprefs.  The  conduft  of  the  Executive  Goverament 
upon  this,  as  upon  other  occafions,  had  been  dire£ted  with  a 
view  to  repel  Jacobin  arms  and  Jacobin  principles;  and  if 
there  was  guilt  in  that  condud,  he  begged  leave  to  plead 
guilty.    With  regard  to  the  peace  eSefled  through  his  Ma^ 
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jefty's  mediation  between  the  Portugucfe  and  the  Algerines, 
could  any  man  have  imagined,  that  when  Portugal,  our  old, 
our  faithful  ally,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war  fo  important 
as  the  prere!)t,  was  defirous  of  making  peace  with  die  Barbarjr 
State:.,  and  folicltcd  the  King  to  interpofe  his  good  offices  for 
the  purpofe,  that  his  Majefly's  minifters,  for  having  taken  the 
proper  meafurcs  to  atchieve  that  objeft,  (hould  be  accufed  of 
having  afted  improperly,  or  of  having  done  more  or  Icfs  than 
their  immediate  duty  ?  His  liOrdfhip  declared,  that  he  would 
not  hefitatc  in  alBrming,  that  this  country  could  not  poflibly 
feel  any  repugnance  on  that  fubjeft.  In  confequence  of  this 
feeling  on  the  part  of  Government,  orders  were  fent  to  nego- 
ciate  a  peace  between  Portugal  and  the  Barbary  States.  This 
nev'ociation  in  part  failed,  a  peace  was  not  cohcluded,  and  the 
mediation  of  Great  Britain  could  only  procure  a  truce.  The 
miniiler,  on  that  occafion,  had  condudled  himfelf  in  a  manner 
that  did  him  honour;  but  it  was  by  no  means  true,  that  that 
truce,  as  far  as  he  was  informed,  was  kept  a  fecret  for  any  finit  ^ 
ter  purpofe,  or  any  longer  than  the  nature  of  the  tranfa<Jlion 
rendered  it  ncccifary.  Indeed  he  little  expe£led  to  have 
heard  a  charge  from  the  Noble  Marquis,  either  in  reference  to 
this  point  or  to  that  which  accufed  minifters  of  wiQiing  to  pro- 
voke a  war  with  America,  which  could  be  confidered  as  little 
lefs  tliaii  a  calumniatory  libel  on  his  Majefty's  Government. 

The  Noble  Marquis  had  proceeded  to  the  Order  of  Govern- 
ment in  Council  of  June  8,  and  he  muft  confcfs  that  his  ob- 
fervations  on  this  part  of  the  fubje6b  were  extraordinary  in* 
dccJ.  Ht.*  cv)nfefl"cd  he  did  not  expeft  to  hear  that  it  was  a 
crime  on  tJic  part  o(  this  country  to  feize,  not  for  condemna- 
tion, but  merely  to  det.'.in,  afterwards  to  value,  and  then  to 
pay  for  the  cargo  of  fliips  laden  with  corn,  that  were  on  their 
voyage  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  our  enemy.  He  thought 
notiiing  was  plainer  in  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  than 
that  we  had  a  right  to  detain  fliips  laden  with  provifions  for 
the  enemy,  if  we  paid  the  full  valbe  for  them  afterwards. 
Indeed,  he  thought  when  we  ordered  thefe  fliips  not  to  be  con- 
demned, but  to  be  purchafed,  we  did  not  iiifift  fully  on  the  law 
of  nations  in  our  favour,  but  relaxed  even  from  the  fpirit  of 
that  law,  having  granted  to  America  advantages  that  had  not 
been  allowed  to  Sweden  and  to  Denmark  :  Minifters  would 
have  been  juftifiedby  precedent  in  proceeding  very  diJercntly 
againft  America  upon  tliis  fubjc(£l,  but  all  poflible  care  was 
taken  to  afford  the  United  States  all  poflible  favour  and  ad- 
vantage. With  refpcft  to  the  charge  againft  the  Order  of 
Council  of  th.e  6th  of  November,  he  could  wifli  their  Lord- 
ihips  to  turn  their  attention  for  a  few  moments  to  the  particu** 
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larity  of  the  circumilances  which  occaffoned  it.  The  French, 
fueling  thcmfelves  unable  to  bring  their  cargoes  direftly  to 
Europe,  had  gone  with  the  whole  produce  of  their  Weft  India 
iOands  to  America,  and  waiting  there  an  opportunity  to  come 
home  with  fafety,  to  meet  this  circumftance  the  order  was 
made,  and  it  ought  to  be  confidered  in  its  true  light  as  a  tem- 
porary meafure,  merely  adopted  with  a  view  to  a  particular 
objed,  and  when  that  obje£l  was  at  an  end,  it  was  revoked 
and  taken  off.  This  revocation,  he  acknowledged,  was  partly 
produced  by  the  requifition  of  a  body  of  individuals,  who 
ftated,  that  it  might  pofhbly  be  attended  with  inccnvcniences 
and  injury.  But  America  could  take  no  juft  caufc  of  offence 
at  the  order,  ifRjed  as  it  had  been  to  meet  a  cafe  of  fuddcn 
emergency.  Thus,  then,  he  conceived,  he  had  replied  to  the 
whole  of  the  objeQions  the  Noble  Marquis  had  been  pleafed 
to  bring  forward,  extraneous  as  thev  were  to  the  fubjeft  \  aad 
to  come  at  laft  to  the  real  objeft  of  the  motion,  in  his  opinion 
it  had  not  been  fupported  in  the  fmalleft  degrpe.  The  paper, 
which  the  Noble  Marquis  had  read  from  the  New- York  Ga- 
zette, he  could  only  fay  for  himfclf,  he  knew  nothing  of;  he 
had  never  feen  it,  nor  had  he  heard  of  it,  before  the  Noble 
Marquis  produced  and  read  it.  What  fupporfr  then  could  be 
faid  to  be  given  to  that  motion,  which  was  defended  only  by 
an  extrad  of  a  letter  inferted  in  a  newfpaper  ?  It  was  impof^ 
Cble  for  him  to  argue  either  its  propriety  or  impropriety  upon 
fuch  fiender  grounds.  It  might  be  falfe,  it  might  be  true  ^  but 
he  thought  a  rfew-York  newh)aper  was  not  a  fufficient  ground 
for  a  Parliamentary  proceeding.  If  ^t  was  true,  it  would  be 
authentically  tranfroittcd  to  Government  fey  the  Noble  Lord 
whofe  name  it  bore,  and  it  would  then  b^  tinie  enough  to  pro? 
cecd  upon  it  5  but  it  was  not  proper  in  refpeft  to  the  charac- 
ter of  that  Noble  Lord,  not  proper  in  refpedl  to  their  own 
chara£^er$,  for  their  Lordftiips  to  proceed  upon  it  without  fome 
better  authority.  He  knew  thi#  paper  only  from  the  New- 
Tork  newfpaper ;  he  confcfled  he  had  no*  inclination  ^o  difcufs 
before  their  Lordihips  the  contents  of  a  New- York  newfpaper ; 
and  he  could  not  do  fo  much  injurv  to  the  Noble  Lord,  who 
was  fuppofcd  to  have  made  ufe  of  thofe  expreflions,  as  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  them.  He  hoped  that  nothing  would  occur 
to  occafion  a  difference  between  tiie  two  countries ;  and  much 
dependence,  he  thought,  might  be  fafely  placed  on  the  pru- 
dence, talents,  and  experience  of  the  Noble  Lord  who  prc- 
fided  at  Quebec,  His  opinion  therefore  was,  that  the  fpeech 
of  the  Noble  Marquis  was  not  confonant  with  his  motion,  nor 
did  it  go  to  the  extent  of  cftablifhing  the  propriety  of  agreeing 
to  this  motion.    He  did  not  beheve  tnat  cither,  whatever 
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might  be  the  intention  of  their  author,  would  have  the  eitcA 
of  producing  any  advantage  to  this  counti^.  He  believed  that 
they  would  produce  fome  difadvantage ;  and,  in  his  judgment^ 
their  Lordihips  would  increafe  that  difadvantage  by  lending 
either  their  countenance ;  he.ihould,  tfaerefofe^  ml  it  his  dutf 
to  give  the  motion  a  dire£l  negative. 

Thi  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  Sidney  rofe  together ;  but  Lord 
Sydney  fitting  down,  the  Duke  laid,  he  rofe  to  give  the  NoUe 
Marquis  his  hearty  fupport ;  he  reminded  their  Lordfliips  that  ho 
had  before  expatiated  on  the  unfortunate  war  in  which  minifters» 
by  their  negle£^  or  mifcondu£l,  had  plunged  this  country  \  and 
to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  he  declared,  he  Ihould  attribute 
the  calamitous  (ituation  in  which  this  country  was  at  prefent 
involved,  to  the  erroneous  policy  adopted  by  the  prefent  Ad- 
min iflration*  Their  LordChips,  he  faid,  ihould  not  accufe 
him  of  treading  on  grounds  that  had  been  trodden  before,  or 
of  ufing  arguments  that  had  been  fo  frequently  ufed ;  but  he 
would  contend,  that  whoever  looked  at  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  not  with  a'defponding,  but  with  a  melancholy  eye, 
would  be  convinced  that  Great  Britain  was  not  prepared  to 
endure  any  new  misfortune.  His  Grace  denied  the  argument 
that  either  the  motion  of  the  Noble  Marquis,  or  his  fpeech^ 
couU  irritate  America,  or  do  harm  between  the  two  countries* 
Juft  the  contrary.  All  that  had  that  day  pafled  in  the  Houfe» 
woald  convince  America  how  anxious  Noble  Lords  were  to 
prevent  any  ground  for  ill-humour,  any  caufe  for  complaint^ 
and  how  fincerely  defirous  they  were  to  maintain  that  fort  of 
union  with  America,  which  the  Noble  Marquis  had  fignific;intly 
termed  a  Famly  CompaS.  He  hoped  that  it  would  convince 
them,  that  in  this  country  there  were  no  dark^laid  fchemes^ 
no  ambiguous  fyftem  of  policy,  but  that  an  open  and  manly 
mode  of  conduct  was  adopted.  The  Noble  Secretary  of  State 
had  faid  he  was  not  anfwerable  for  any  thinsr  that  appeared  in 
a  New-Yori  newfpaper ;  but  there  were  faSs  perfcftly  noto- 
rious which  required  explanation.  ,We  all  knew  that  an  em- 
bargo had  been  laid  on  the  (hips  of  America :  If  there  had  not, 
he  beggtd  to  be  better  informed*  He  wifhed  that  this  coun-- 
try  ihould  affure  America  of  its  determination  to  a£l  fairly  ; 
for  if  it  ihould  come  to  paff  that  this  country  and  America 
ihould  lift  up  their  aims  in  hoftility  to  each  other,  then  he 
flioold  iay  we  ihould  confider  the  relative  fituations  of  the  two 
countries,  and  compare  them  \  but  he  wifhed  them  to  be  con* 
(idered  as  really  united  under  a  Family  CompaB\  and  God 
forbid  the  day  (nould  airivc  when  they  ihould  be  otherwife  I 
The  Noble  Secreury  of  State  had  declared,  that  he  neirer  iaw 
tbe  paper  pcoducod  by  tine  Nohle  Marquis*    That  was  not 
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enough ;  he  wiflicd  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  to  go  one 
ftcp  further,  and  to  tell  their  Lordfhips  whether  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  inftru£lions  fent  to  I-ord  Dorchefter,  that  war- 
ranted the  fpeech  faid  to  be  made  by  him ;  or  authorifcd  him 
to  hold  fuch  a  converfation  with  the  Indian  delegates  from 
the  Indian  tribes :  Ic  was  a  link  of  the  chain  which  the  Ame- 
ricans, whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  had  confidered  as  a  pre- 
meditated hoftility  againft  them.  What  would  be  the  infer- 
cnce  from  filence  on  this  occafion  ?  He  begged,  he  implored 
die  minider  to  give  the  Houfe  fome  information  upon  the  fub« 
jcGt'f  a  (ingle  word  might  avert  tremendous  evils.  His  Grace 
remarked  upon  the  importance  to  America  of  the  Orders  of 
Council,  as^they  zfkSted  the  export  of  com,  which  was  the 
ftaple  of  the  United  States.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
of  all  wars,  a  war  with  America  would  mod  excite  his  ab- 
horrence. 

Lord  Sydney  began  with  an  apology  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,         * 
and  declared  that  it  bad  been  far  from  his  meaning  to  have  in-       J 
terrupted  his  Grace ;  but  having  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  all        ^ 
his  life  with  the  Noble  Lord  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the 
Noble  Marquis's  fpeech,  he  was  anxious  to  do  judice  to  his 
character.     His  Lordihip  then  fpoke  in  high  terms  on  the 
ability  with  which  Lord  Dorchcftcr  had  difcharged  his  duty  in 
the  various  capacities  in  which  he  had  been  employed  in  the 
ferviccof  his  country ;  and  after  fome  arguments  on  the  man-         } 
ner  in  which  the  knowledge  of  Lord  Dorchefter's  fpeech  had 
been  communicated  to  the  Houfe,  contended,  that  admitting 
the  fpeech  that   the  Noble  Marquis  had  faid  to  have  been 
fpoken  by  his  Lordfiiip,  it  did  not  contain  any  application  to 
bis  Majefty's  minifters }  he  thought,  therefore,  fufficient  reli-         . 
ance  might  be  placed  upon  the  ability  of  Lord  Dorchefler,  to        'i 
give  their  Lordfhips  afiurance,  that  he  would  not  be  the  caufe  ' 

of  a  breach  with  America;  nor  did  he  think  any  reliance 
ought  to  reft  on  an  article  which  appeared  in  a  newfpaper. 
He  (hould  therefore  vote  againft  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  after  the  able 
fpeeches  of  hi^  Noble  Friend  and  the  Noble  Duke,  he  (hould 
not  have  conceived  it  neceffary  to  have  troubled  their  Lord- 
ihips  with  any  obfervations,  if  fome  remarks,  which  had  fallen 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Noble  Vifcount,  had  not 
rendered  fuch  obfervations  indifpenfibly  necefiary.  It  had 
lately  become  a  fafhion  to  talk  much  of  extraneous  matter, 
and,  in  compliance  Mrith  the  fafliion,  it  had  been  faid  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  a  great  part  of  the  fpeech  of  the  Noble 
Marquis  was  extraneous.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  never 
heard  arguments  lefs  extraneous  than  thgfe  chat  had  been  ftated 
3  in 
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in  that  Ijpecch.  The  Noble  Secretaty,  while  he  comjiiained  of 
extnncotts  matter  in  fpeeches,  had  himfelf  made  a Jpeeoh  Ac 
iiioft  extraneous  that  had  been  heard  that  night.  The  Noble 
Marquisy  before  he  made  his  motion,  alluded  to  a  paper  pub* 
lifhed  at  New-Tork,  and  called  upon  the  Secretary  otState  to 
explain  it,  as  he  thousht  the  contents,  if  true,  might  involve 
us  in  a  war.  The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  faidt  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  paper,  and  then  proceeded  to  pronounca  a 
panegyric  on  the  condu^i  of  the  Emutive  Government  of  the 
country  I  and  yet  in  this  way  others  were  to  be  accufed  of  in- 
troduang  extraneous  matter*  It  had  been  faid^  that  events  of 
importance  had  lately  occurred  in  America,  wUch  events  it 
had  been  thought  neceflary  to  dilcufs.  Was  there,  he  wou]4 
aik,  any  thing  extraneous  in  fo  doing  ?  Yet,  even  admitting 
chat  there  was,  he  would  contend,  that  the  example  alledged 
to  have  been  fet  by  the  Noble  Marquis,  had  been  in  every 
fefpe£l  imitated  by  the  Secretary  of  State ;  for  the  former  had 
not  touched  upon  any  fubjeft,  of  which  the  latter  had  not 
entered  into  as  deep  a  difculfion  as  the  fubjed  would 
admit. 

His  Lordfliip  faid,  die  Noble  Marquis  had  naturally  been 
led  to  a  view  ot  the  ftate  of  afiairs  at  home  and  abroad,  becaufe 
his  Lordffaip  required  it.  How  far  his  obfervations  refpeAing 
both  had  been  anfwcred,  he  would  leave  to  their  Lordfliipr 
judgment.  With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  fpecch,  which  related  to  the  lenitv  of  the  Executive 
Government,  as  to  our  internal  aflfairs,  nis  Lordfliip  repro- 
bated it  feverely.  Did  the  NobleSecretary,  he  would  alk,  fuppofe 
that  their  LordOiips  had  loft  all  memory  upon  the  fubjcA  ? 
To  what  part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  country  could  men  look  for 
fuch  a  fyftem  of  coffee-houfe  fpies  and  informers  as  were  at 
thb  time  encoun^ed  and  proteded?  HadthcNobleSecreuryno 
lecoUe^on  pf  fome  recent  profecutions,  marked  with  a  pccu* 
liar  degree  of  harflmefe  and  feverity  ?  Had  he  forgotten  what 
had  pafled  in  that  and  another  Houfe  of  Psurliament,  on  the 
fttbjed  of  fentences  pafled  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  kingdom  ? 
He  owned  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  minifters  call  for  inftancea 
of  feverity,  .with  fuch  cafes  in  their  minds:  And  yet  the 
Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  afletted,  that  fo  far  from  theiis 
profecutions  having  been  entered  into  with  eagernels,  Go* 
vernment  had  waited  till  the  offences  to  which  they  applied 
had  ripened  into  zfkion.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  fomewhat 
of  this  ripenefs)  but  he  contended,  that  it  had  alone  been 
attempted  to  be  provoked  by  declamation.  The  Secretary  of 
State  fliould  have  proved  tnat  any  of  thefe  defigns  had  been 
followed  up  by  actions  fo  far  from  having  done  this,  he  was 
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u^^ab??  to  prove  that  there  was  any'  probability  they  erer  would 
The  Government  had,  neverthelels,  proceeded  as  if  thecouncry 
was  in  a  ilate  of  adual  rebeilion^  this  was  the  notable  proof 
which  the  minister  had  to  give  <d  the  criminal  tendemefs  of 
the  Executive  Government.  He  could  not  help  obferving^ 
that  when  the  Secretary  of  State  talkbdof  the  Noble  Marquis'^ 
declamation,  he  was  himl'elf  adopting  the  fame  error  with 
which  he  found  fault,  and  was  attempting  to  prove«  bj  decla* 
mation,  that  the  country  was  in  a  itate  of  rebeUion.  The 
Secretary  of  State  having  thus  finifhed  his  obfervations  on  the 
internal  Ilate  of  the  country^  and  talked  of  plots*  which*  if 
they  Vere  formidable,  minifters  had  themfelves  foftered  and 
ourfed  till  they  came  to  maturity;  had  proceeded  to  the  (Ute 
of  our  external  af&irs,  roundly  aflcrting,  that  Great  Britain 
had  been  forced  into  the  war  on  defetifive  grounds.  Without 
travelling  over  the  old  arguments,  hia  Lordihip  contended, 
that  it  was  a  farce  and  a  mockery  to  fay  that  the  country  waa 
a&ing  now  on  the  defenfive.  Granting,  however,  that  it  wa$ 
defenfive  at  its  commencement,  no  one,  he  affirmed,  would 
deny  that  the  principle  of  the  war  had  been  changed,  and  that 
the  country  was  and  had  been  afiing  ofienfively.  What ! 
engaged  in  a  defenfive  war,  and  feize  all  the  French  Weft 
India  iflands  I  Engaged  in  a  defenfive  war,  and  declare  that 
peace  (hall  not  be  made,  till  the  conqueft  of  France  be  com* 
pleted !  This  was  the  moft  curious  mode  of  proving  a  defen-^ 
five  war,  that  tlte  imagination  of  man  could  devife.  It  was  a" 
mode  of  proof,  which  fet  at  defiance  all  the  arguments  ufed 
by  all  authors  who  had  faid,  that  though  a  war  might  be  purely 
defenfive  at  its  commencement,  yet  that  the  manner  in  which 
that  war  might  be  carried  on  mignt  change  it  from  a  defenfive 
to  an  offenfive  war.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  again  called 
the  war  a  conteft  for  our  juft  rights,  and  for  the  caufe  of  juf- 
ifcice,  morality,  and  religion  $  and  this  was  to  be  an  anfwer  to 
a  charge  of  our  having  difregarded  the  faith  of  our  treaty  with 
the  Americans.  Such  was  the  language  of  the  Noble  Secretary 
of  State ;  and  yet  the  Noble  Secretary  was  the  perfon  who 
accufed  other  Noble  Lords  of  introducing  a  great  deal  of  extra- 
neous matter.  It  had  been  alledged  againft  the  Noble  Marquis 
that  he  had  adduced  no  faAs.  This  allegation  was  by  no 
means  correA;  fa6\s  had  been  adduced,  and  fa£ls  of  a  ftrong 
nature.  •  Was  not  the  Order  of  Council  of  the  6th  of 
November  a  faft  ?  by  the  revocation  of  which  Order,  minif- 
ters had,  in  the  moft  forcible  manner,  condemned  their  own 
conduA.  Was  not  the  condemnation  of  American  (hips  in  the 
Weft  Indies  a  fa^  ?  Condemnation  which  had  proceeded  on 
tl.e  fuppofition,  that  the  conveyance  of  fugar^from  the  Weft 
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Indies  t6  America,  was  a  proof  that  the  fugar  was  the  produce 
of  the  French  Weft  India  i/Iaods.    Having  completed  the  dif- 
cufiton  of  the  Noble  Marquis's  fpeech,  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
I  thought  it  decent  to  difcufs  the  motives  which  had  induced  the 

I  Marquis  to  make  that  fpeech*    It  would,  in  his  opinion,  have 

been  more  fatisfa£lory  to  have  difcufled  the  fpeecn  more  ably, 
thm  to  have  thus  made  any  obfervations  on  the  motives.   Was 
I  the  Noble  Lord  prepared  to  fay,  that  difcufSons  even  of  ftt)>- 

je&s  upon  which  no  regular  documents  were  before  the  Houfe 
were  improper  i  Had  his  Lordfliip  forgotten  the  debates  on  the 
Ruffian  Annament,  which  debates  had  prevented  a  war,  and 
had  induced  the  minifters  to  lower  their  language,  and  defcend 
from  arrogance  to  humility  i  With  regard  to  the  condu&  of 
Adminiftration  towards  neutral  powers,  his  LordQiip  main- 
tuned  it  to  be  contrary,  in  all  refpeds,  to  the  law  of  nations. 
I  Having  given  inftanoes  of  this  to  illuftrate  his  argument,  he 

f  touched  upon  the  motives  of  the  Noble  Marquis,  who  brought 

forward  the  motion,  which  he  juftiiied.  Having  ftatcd  that  it 
would  be  more  fatisfadory  to  the  people,  to  hear  fiom  Go- 
vernment that  Lord  Dorchefter's  fpeech  had  UQt  been  author- 
iied  by  his  inftnifUons,  his  Lordflup  expreflcd  his  dcteftation 
of  a  war  with  Amcaca ;  and  be  declared,  that  the  prefent 
I  war  with  Franee  was  viewed  by  every  man  in  the  kinsdom  as 

die  moft  calamkous  conteft  in  which  Great  Britain  bad  ever 
the  misfortune  to  be  engaged.  He  conduced  with  fayiag,  that 
he  (hoald  give  his  aflent  to  the  motion. 

The  Emrl  of  CarliJU  faid,  he  woukl  deUin  their  Lordflbjos 
but  a  few  minutes,  with  two  or  three  obfervations.    The 
^  Noble  Marquis  feemed  tcutbink  a  -war  with  America  highly 

probable.  *He  hoped  not;  and,  from  his  private  information 
from  America,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  the  wifh  of  the  two 
countries  for  peace  to  be  mutual,  k  was  clearly  not  the  intereft 
-of  either  country  to  di£Fi:r,  and  when  America  faw  that  Great 
Britain  had  revoked  her  Order  of  Council  of  November  bft,  as 
it  would  evidently  (hew  that  this  country  was  inclined  to  relax, 
he  believed  the  United  States  would  be  ^ually  Mrilling  to  relax. 
He  agreed  with  the  bft  NoUe  Speaker  in  his  opinion  refpe&* 
ing  a  war  with  America)  at  the  fame  time,  he  wi(bed  it  not 
to  fp  into  the  world,  that  any  perfon  ia  that  Houfe  had  the 
iinalleft  inclination  to  a  rupture  with  the  United  States.,  It 
appeared  to  him,  notwithftanding  they  had  laid  an  embargo 
upon  tlie  veflels,  that  they  alfo  wifhed  to  keep  upon  good 
terms  with  this  country.  This  mi^ht  be  drawn  from  the  dif- 
ferent debates  which  dieir  Lordihips  might,  know  had  tsd^en 
I  lace  upon  the  fubje£i,  in  all  of  which  a  difpofition  to  avoid 
oJUlitics  pLadnly  appeared^  and  it  was  for  the  mutual  intercft 
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of  Great  Britain  and  America  to  continue  upon  terms  of 
friendihip ;  for  the  reafons  he  had  ftatcd,  he  had  no  doubt 
of  fuch  being  the  erent.  With  regard  to  the  extra£l  that  had 
been  read  from  a  New-Tork  newQuipery  he  thought  it  a  very 
infttfficient  ground  for  a  Parliamentary  proceeding,  and  there- 
fore he  ihould  give  hit  diflent  to  the  motion. 

Tbi  Earl  ^f  Coventry  reminded  the  Noble  Marquis,  that  he 
hid  once  ftood  alone  m  that  Houfe  againft  the  American  war, 
and  that  a  few  days  before  the  motion  was  made  *  in  the  other 
Houfe,  that  ultimately  ended  in  a  condufion  of  the  war  and  a 
change  of  Adminiftration,  he  had  intended  to  make  a  fimilar 
motion  in  that  Houfe  $  but  on  confulting  the  Noble  Marquis 
in  an  adjoining  apartment,  he  found  the  Noble  Marquis  could 
not  concur  in  it,  and  therefore  he  returned  into  the  Houfe,  and 
ftated  that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  Widi  regard  to  the 
paper  read  from  the  New-York  Gazette,  to  grouml  a  motion 
on  it,  was  to  combat  a  ihadow,  as,  in  fa£l,  there  was  nothing 
lo  conteft  with  s  and  therefore  he  ihould  give  the  motion  his 
necative. 

Tii  Earl  of  Radnor  ihongjkit  die  fubjcfk  a  delicate  one,  and 
hoped  they  would  be  unanimous  in  reje&ing  the  motion ;  but 
he  could  not  agree  that  a  newfpaper  was  not  a  fufficient  Parli»- 
mentary  ground  for  calling  on  minifters  for  explanation.  Airy 
paper  wlutever,  or  even  a  Peer's  im:^nation,  of  a  matter  a£ 
unportance,  was,  in  his  mind,  fufficient  ground  for  the  agi- 
tation of  a  queftion  upon  the  fubjeA  in  that  Houfe.  It  refted 
with  their  Lordfliips  to  judge  whether  the  motion  (hould  be 
aflented  to }  that  muft  depend  upon  thp  arguments  for  and 
againft  it.  After ftatinghis  arguments  ftrongly,  Us  Losdlhip  con- 
cluded with  decbring,  that  he  fliould  vote  againft  the  queftion. 

The  Earl  if  Caernarvon  faid,  that  the  Noble  Marqub  had 
not  laid  any  plaufible  ground  for  his  motion ;  and,  indeed, 
the  extraneous  matter  which  wascontsined  in  that  part  of  his 
fpecch  which  he  beard,  wat  defended  in  a  fingular  manner, 
by  obferving,  that  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  gone  over 
the  fame  ground  in  his  reply.  ^  It  may  certainly  be  very  proper 
and  very  naeeflary,  n^  to  kaye  unanfweied  that  which  it . 
'  might  have  been  originalljr  very  improper  to  prefs  oa  the  pub« 
lie  attention.  As  far  as  it  aj^iears  to  the  Houfe,  die  Noble 
Marquis  has  read,  in  the  Ainerican  newfpapers,  fomething 
which  difpleafes  him  in  Lord  Dbrchefter's  fuppoied  anfwer  to 
fome  unftated  meflage  from  the  Indian  tribes,  and  he  therefore 
defires  that  his  Majefty^s  minifters  may  by  before  the  Houfe 
all  the  inftru&bns  given  to  Lord  Dotchefter,  rebting  to  the 

*  By  Gffisna  Cpuway,  ou  die  aid  of  Fsbruaiy  1 7ta. 
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differences  between  the  American  States  and  thofe  Indian 

I  tribes,  and  the  feveral  accounts  which  thef  may  have  received 

I  tefpefting  thofe  differences.    The  Noble  Marquis  muft  either 

,  «ftabli(h  that  it  is  confident  "onth  Parliamentary  wifdom  to  call 

I  for  the  produAion  of  fuch  inftru£tions  and  accounts  refpe£ling 

t  negoctation  to  accommodate  the  differences  between  two  na* 

I  lions  i  matters  in  their  nature  of  probable  fecrecy ;  and  to  do 

this  upon  not,  the  4Iighteft  -ground  flated  )   for  an  article  of  a 

iiewfpaper  which  may  be  falfe  or  true,  is  certainly  not  autlio- 

rity  to  found  a  Parliamentary  proceeding  upon ;  and  the  mo^ 

4ion  muft  be  equally  admiiBble  upon  no  groundi    as  fucli 

i  ground  (though  not  fubGfting)  may  be  made  for  the  purpofe. 

The  Noble  Marquis  may  have  inferted  the  paragraphhimfelf » 

I  do  not  impute  it  to  him ;  but  any  Noble  Lord  may  make  the 

ground  of  fuch  a  motion,  if  it  did  not  exift,  by  a  paragr^^k 

:  inferted  in  the  newfpaper.    The  Noble  Duke  (Grafton)  does 

I  not  go  the  length  of  the  Noble  Mover ;  but  he  makes  as  (ingi;b- 

\/  lar  a  propofal :   He  Intreats  the  Noble  Secretary  to  fattsfy  his 

euriofity  by  going  one  ftep  farther  than  he  had  done,  and  ac- 

<iuaint  him  what  inftru£lions  had  been  given  to  Lord  Dorchef** 

ter^  to  make  this  anfwcr  to  a  meiTage  which  they  could  not 

know  would  be  made ;   on  either  or  both  thefe  grounds  the 

;  propofition  was  highly  objcQionable.** 

^  T/je  Earl  of  Mansfield  declared,  he  did  not  intend  to  add 

much  to  the  length  of  the  debate  *,  but  xnerely  wifhed  to  utter 
a  few  (hort  fentences.  His  Lordfhip  firft  took  notice  of  thac 
part  of  the  argument  of  his  Noble  Friend,  the  Earl  near  him 
(Lord Lauderdale],  which  referred  to  the  trials  foTfedkion« 
^  held  before  the  Court  of  Jufticiary  of  Scotland,  ^nd  tlie  judg-> 

ments  pronounced  upon  the  perfons  convi&ed  on  thofe  tiis^f. 
That  queftion  he  confidered  as  a  queilion  decided  upon  ai|d 
fufficientiy  fettled,  as  the  condud  of  the  Judges  and  the  Co^ 
had  been  placed  on  the  vantage-ground  of  having  been  func- 
tioned by  their  Lordihips'  explicit  aporobation.  All,  there- 
fore, that  might  now  be  faid  on  that  iubjefV,  might  be  confi- 
V  dered  as  wanton  and  ufelefs   declamation;   and,   however 

ftrong  the  arm  that  threw  the  javelin  pf  calumny  againft 
minifters  in  that  refpedt,  and  in  various  others  touched  op  faf 
the  Noble  Afarquis  and  thofe  Noble  Lords  who  fupportcd  hts 
[.  motion,  be  was  perfe&ly  fure  it  would  be  found  temm  tmbMe 

fine  iiiu.  The  neceffity  of  the  war  had,  he  faid,  been  fo  oftea 
difcuiTed,  that  it  was  at  this  time  pretty  gsnerally  underftood. 
He  Mras  fomewhat  furprifed  at  the  Noble  ^^rl's  reafoaipg  on 
that  point  \  the  Noble  Earl  had  been  betrayed  into  a  ^rfmge 
confuiion  of  terms,  or  he  could  not  have  talked  as  be  bad 
done  of  offenfirc  and  dcfenfive  war.    Thf  meaning  of  4^ea- 
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fire  war,  univerfallf  agreed  upon«  was  to  repel  attacks,  and 
to  give  the  enemy  as  many  thrufts  as  he  laid  himfelf  open  to. 
The  obje£l  of  defence  was  clearly  two-fold  $  to  defend  with 
precaution  and  ikill,  and  to  attack  the  aflailant  wherever  vul» 
nerable.  The  Noble  Marquis,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  had  aflerted 
that  fix  Kings  were  united  againft  a  fingle,  poor^  opprefled 

'  country.  He  would  not  enter  into  rcafoning  upon  that  aifertion  ; 
but  he  fcarcely  thought  the  multitudes  draeged  to  the  fcafibid 
in  Paris  died  contented,  becaufe  they  died  the  death  of  Kings. 
With  regard  to  the  corn  of  America,  under  the  peculiar  ctrcum- 

'  ftances  of  the  war,  he  thought  the  meafure  pcrfedUy  juftifi^ 
ble ;  and  was  at  a  lofs  to  reconcile  to  his  underftanding,  fuch 
as  it  was,  how  the  Americans,  could  be  dated  to  be  fufierers, 
having  received  the  full  value  of  their  cargoes  feized  in  Britifli 
guineas,  inftead  of  French  afiignats.  It  was  to  be  recolleded, 
that  Paria  had  been  declared  by  its  rulers  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
blockade  ;•  if  fo,  it  muil  be  admitted  to  be  warrantable  on  our 

Crt  to  intercept  all  fupplies.  One  word  or  two  his  Lordfhip 
gged  leave  to  fay  to  the  particular  and  immediate  fubjed  of 
the  motion :  And  firft,  he  thought  it  necefiary  to  obfervc,  that 
the  New* York  Gazette  was  of  no  more  authority  than  any 
other  newfpaper;  minifters  were  therefore  warrantable  in  not 
anfwering  the  queilion  of  the  Noble  Duke.  Befides,  every 
one  of  their  Lordihips  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  nature  of 
diplomatic  concerns,  could  not  be  ignorant  that  it  was  impo& 
fible  for  minifters  to  tie  down  foreign  agents  fo  as  not  to  allow 
them  the  difcretion  of  a£bing  in  particular  cafes,  as  the  cir- 
cunWlanCes  of  the  cafe  fliould  require.  The  lot  of  the  am- 
baiTador  or' governor  of  a  foreign  power  was  not  to  be 
envied,  if  he  were  denied  a  proper  latitude  of  difcretion,  or 
his  fecret  inftrudions  were  incautioufly  to  be  divulged  in  com* 
pHance  with  the  compromife  proffered  by  the  Noble  Duke. 
His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  fpoke  feelingly,  becaufe  he  had  been  in 
the  fituation.  He  profcfled  great  refpe^  for  Lord  Dorchefter, 
as  a  man,  whofe  military  and  civil  charaQer  he  had  always 
heard  highly  praifed ;  he  had  not  fhe  honour  to  be  much  per- 
fonally  known  to  him,  but  he  could  not  refiit  giving  credit  to 
merits  which  every  body  allowed  that  Noble  Lord. 

The  DiJti  of  Grafton  faid,  that  he  meant  no  compromife, 
nor  any  thing  like  a  compromife.  The  Noble  Lord  in  office 
had  gone  one  ftep.tn  denying  that  be  hadTeen  the  paper;  all  he 
wiihed,  therefore,  was,  that  the  Noble  Lord  would  go  a  ftcp  fur« 
ther,  and  as  he  had  explained  the  Order  of  November  laft,  to 
do  the  fame  in  this.inftance,  and  not  get  rid  of  the  quefeion  by 
an  elufive  aafwer.^  He  thought,'  and  he  was  ftill  of  opinion^ 
that  whea  a  mattep-ol  fo  much  confsqiicace  ybi^  bsoughtfor- 

ivard^ 
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ward,  on  the  notoriety  which  this  trahfa£lion  had,  it  would 
not  mifbecome  minifters  to  give  fome  fatisfa£lion  to  the  Houfe 
and  the  country  on  the  fubje£t.  It  was  not  the  trueft^way  of 
maintaining  their  dignity ;  and  it  would  be  poor  confolation  ta 
defolated  mankind,  to  be  told  that  the  forms  of  the  Houfe 
made  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  take  into. their  confideratioa 
what  regarded  the  fate  of  nations. 

Tie  Marquis  Town/bend  faid,  in  his  mind,  the  condud  of 
the  Noble  Secretary  had  been  perfedly  fair.  A  paper  had 
been  read,  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  and  he  had  (airly  faid 
fo.  They  had  nothing,  therefore,  before  them,  upon  which 
there  could  be  a  qaeftion. 

Lord  Grenville  denied  that  he  had  given  an  eluGve  anfwer  ; 
he  had  not  ufed  the  fmalleft  prevarication ;  he  had  met  the 
queftion  fairly,  and  given  a  direA  reply.  Feeling  it  his  duty 
to  the  fituation  he  held  to  be  filent  upon  the  propofition  of  the  * 
Noble  Duke,  he  was  determined  the  public  intereft  fhould  n<rt: 
be  injured  by  his  divulging  what  he  knew  ought  to  be  con- 
cealed ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  had  dated  he  ihoald  wifli 
their  Lordihips  to  negative  the  addrefs  for  thefe  papers.  He 
never  wiihed  to  elude  a  queftion.  He  was  not  bound  to 
anfwer  the  interrogatories  of  individual  Peers.  If  the  Houfe 
ihould  call  upon  him  to  anfwer,  he  knew  his  duty,  and  was  at 
their  command. 

Earl  Stanhope  rofe  to  make  a  fingle  obfervation.  The  Noble 
Secretary  of  State  had,  in  l\^s  firft  fpeech,  made  ufe  of  an  ex- 
preflion  which  he  had  taken  down  at  the  time,  and  which  he 
could  not  retrad ;  he  had  ftated,  that  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  fuppofed  reply  of  Lord  Dorchefter,  which  had  appeared 
in  the  New*Tork  papers  \  it  might  be  falfe,  or  it  might  be 
true,  it  might  be  true,  he  admitted  that  he  knew  of  it.  [A 
general  cry  of  No  f  No/]  Then,  faid  the  Noble  Earl,  we  are 
to  colled  from  the  Noble  Secretary,  that  it  is  poffible  inftruc^ 
Jtions  may  ]be  gone  out  to  fet  on  the  Indians.  [The  Lords  very 
generally  called  out  Order 'I  The  conclufion  was  obvious;  it 
could  not  be  true,  unlefs  orders  had  been  fcnt  out  $  and  the 
Noble  Lord  had  faid  it  might  be  true. 

Lprd  Grenvdle  faid,  it  would  have  been  unneceflary  for  him 
to  reply  to  any  other  Peer,  but  fo  grofs  a  miftatement  of  his 
reafoning  coming  from  the  Noble  Earl,  he  rofe  merely  to  ap- 
peal to  their  Lordihips,  whether  he  had  faid  any  thing  like 
what  the  Noble  Earl  chofe  to  repfefent  him  to  have  faid  ? 

Earl  Stanhope  faid,  the  Noble  Secretary  ought  at  Icaft  tO 
ftate  what  was  the  grofs  mifreprefentation. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdo^n  rofe  to  reply,  and  confeflcd  he 

had  ex{>eifted  a.  very  difierent  reception  to  his  motion  than  the 

^  •  retort 
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retort  of  calamny,  and  fo  xnanjr  perfonalities.  As  to  the  pi>* 
rity  of  hit  motives*  in  the  prefent  proceeding,  he  (hould  cer* 
Uioly  not  condefcend  to  take  any  other  notice  of  the  obferva* 
iiom  that  had  been  made,  than  to  fay,  that  their  motives  were 
before  a  higher  tribunal  than  that  Houfe,  and  a  tribnnal  which 
ke  truly  refpe£lcd;  they  were  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Pub* 
lie.  whofe  motives  were  pureft,  they  and  pofterity  would 
Tigoronflr  examine ;  for  himfelf,  he  would  uy,  that  if  the 
purity  of  his  life  were  to  be  tried,  he  (hould  wi(h  to  have  it 
tried  by  this  teft ;  for  he  had  no  earthly  inditoemient  to  the 
motion  he  had  made,  but  to  preferve,  if  it  was  yet  poffible,  this 
country  from  the  dreadful  fate  of  a  war  with  our  old  brethren. 
He  had  urged  the  motion  with  great  fincerity,  as  a  friend  to 
what  the  Noble  Duke  had  been  pleafed  to  approve^  as  a  friend 
to  the  prefervation  of  what  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  terming 
a  Family  Compaft  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  and 
with  a  view  to  convince  America,  that  this  country  meant 
noching  (hort  of  a  moft  cordial,  fincere,  and  permanent  friend- 
ihip  with  the  United  Stsutifes.  The  fcntiment  of  the  NoUe 
Duke  near  him  was  worthy  of  his  judgment,  his  experience, 
and  his  good  fenfe.  With  regard  to  tliis  new  mode  of  Parlia- 
mentary difcuilion  which  minifters  had  adopted,  that  of 
afcribing  motives  to  others  which  *they  could  not  juftify,  h« 
could  not  confider  it  othcrwife,  than  an  endeavour  to  evade 
the  true  point  in  diicuflion.  Inftead  of  fuch  pitiful  perfonali* 
ties,  he  owned  he  expe£led  to  havq  heard  language  that  fhould 
have  tended  to  conciliate  the  people  of  America,  language  that 
ihouU  have  allayed  the  ferment  which  their  condu£i  mid  ex* 
cited.  He  denied  that  he  had  introduced  any  extraneous  mat- 
ter *,  furely,  it  was  not  extraneous  to  ftate  all  the  circomftances 
of  our  prefent  condition,  when  we  were,  perhaps,  on  the  eve 
of  plunging  into  a  new  war..  With  regard  to  the  line  of 
boundary,  the  Noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  he  had  been  too 
young  at  the  time  of  the  peace  to  have  taken  any  part  refped- 
'  ing  it ;  but  that  he  did  not  think  the  line  of  boundary  was  an 
article  advantageous  to  this  country. 

-r  Lord  Granville  begged  pardon  for  interrupting  the  Noble 
Marquis  %  but  he  found  it  neceiTary  to  declare,  that  he  had 
only  faid  that  he  had  not  began  public  fife  fufficiently  early  to 
mix  in  the  debate  refpcAing^  the  origin  and  condudl  of  the 
American  war*,  but  that  he  had  voted  u>r  the  peace,  although  he 
did  not  think  the  article  ftating  the  American  boundary  and 
the  line  of  pods  the  moft  advantageous  to  this  country. 

I'ke  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  thanked  the  Noble  Lord  for 
having  interrupted  him,  as  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his 
mind  than  an  intentioo  to  mifreprcient  him.   He  would^  how^ 

pvcr, 
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ever,  tell  the  Noble  Lord,  that  if  it  was  wrong  in  ^ititders 
who  made  the  peace  to  concede  the  boundary  in  quedion,  and 
giYc  up  the  poils  to  America,  they  were  highly  culpable,  and 
ought  to  be  impeached ;  for  he  had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  tha( 
they  might  have  kept  the  pods  if  they  would,  and  a  flill  larger 
extent  of  country  than  they  had  fecured  to  Great  Britain )  buC 
after  very  mature  confideration,   it   was  deemed  wife  and 
proper  to  concede  to  fucb  terms  as  iliould  convince  the  United 
States,  that  they  were  finccre  in  their  wilhes  to  eftablifli  a  cor- 
dial and  ftable  reconciliation  with  America,  and  to  create 
one  common  intereft  between  the  two  countries.     With  re- 
gard to  the  idea,  that  if  one  concta£ting  party  did  not  fulfil  her 
conditions  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  other  party  was  exonerated 
from  difcharging  her  agreement  faithfully,  the  dodrine  was  per* 
feftly  new  to  him.  He  was  in  the  miniftry  when  the  Falkland 
Iflands  were  given  up,  and  no  idea  then  prevailed  that  they 
ought  to  be  held  till   the  Manilla  ranfom  was  paid.     In  like 
manner,  when  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  fettled  at  Paris  in 
,  1769,  who  ever  thought  of  withholding  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory conceded  to  France,  as  a  fecurity  againll  the  great  fums 
ihe  flood  indebted  to  this  country  for  the  exchange  of  ^rifoners, 
and  on  various  other  accounts,  which  were  not  paid  till  long 
afterwards  ?  If  we  had  kept  the  pefts,  and  imitated  the  French 
in  making  a  peace  of  mere  temporary  convenience,  with  a 
latent  intention  to  keep  the  territory  conceded,  or  fcizc  it  af- 
terwards, we  (hould  hav^  to  crcft  fortrefles,  to  have  built 
o6lagons,   and  feptagons,  and  fexagons,  and  quintagons,  all 
along  the  frontier,  and  maintained  garrifons  on  each  at  an 
enormous  expence.     The  Noble  Lord  had  faid,  he  ought  <o 
produce  his  civil-law  authorities  for  what  he  had  fai<l  refpetl- 
ing  neutral  nations, and  the  condudi:  of  Adminidration  during 
the  wan    The.  taflc  lay  on  the  Noble  Lord :  lie  was  not  to 
prove  the  negative;  and  he  was  bound  to  fay,  the  Noble  Lord 
would  not  find  the  meafures  juftified  by  the  books.     Where 
would  he  find  authority  for  ilarving  a  whole  nation,  for  treat- 
ing twenty-five  millions  of  people  like  a  bcfieged  fortrefs  ? 
WSere  would  he  find  a  precedent  for  making  tobacco  an  ar- 
ticle of  provifion  ?  Where  a  precedent  for  faying  to  an  inde- 
pendent ftate,  that  they  would  interrupt  its  legitimate  com- 
merce on  the  high  feas,  and  yet  to  call  it  grace,  becaufe  they 
were  pleafcd  to  flop  them  from  going  to  the  markets  to  whica 
they  were  defigned,  and  to  fet  what  price  they  pleafcd  upon 
^hcir  ftaple  produce  themfelvcs?"  The  Marquis  faid,  Lord 
Dorchefter  was  one  of  the  moft  dlfcrcet  men  in  cxiftencc  ;  it 
was  not  likely,  therefore,  that  he  (lioukl  have  a£ked  without 
authority  from  miniftcrs.     His  LordJhip  concluded  with  an 
Vol.  IV,  •  X  earncft 
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earned  exhortation  to  tlioir  Lordfliips  to  refle£l  on  the  confe-* 
quences  of  puihing  fuch  conduct  further,  and  declared  he 
would  leave  hts  motion  to  the  judgment  of  their  Lordihips, 
who  might  difpofe  of  it  as  they  thought  proper. 

Lord  Grinwlk  ifofe  to  explain.  His  Lordfliip  repeated  what 
he  had  faid  in  his  laft  fpeedi,  viz.  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
peace,  but  had  always  thought  the  article  refpeAing  the  beun-* 
dary  of  the  American  States  not  to  be  of  advantage  to  this 
country. 

Lord  LanfJwtm  declared »  that  tt  was  the  firft  time  he  had 
heard  that  opinion.  It  would  have  been  well  if  it  had  been 
given  before.  He  lived  in  habits  of  fuch  ftri£l  and  perfeft  in-* 
cimacy  with  the  Noble  Lord's  family  at  that  time,  tliat  fuch 
an  opinion,  if  entertained  by  any  of'^them,  ought  to  have  been 
communicated.  On  the  contrary,  every  one  of  the&»  exprefled 
their  entire  approbation  of  the  boundary  line. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  fpoke  only  for  himfelf ;  he  never 
meant  to  infinuatc  that  he  had  hinted  his- opinion  to  the  Noble 
Marquis,  or  communicated  it  in  any  manner  whatever  to  him 
perfonally. 

Lord  Lanfdmvn  repeated  that  neither  he,  nor  any  other 
member  of  his  family,  had  at  the  time,  or  fince,  in  public  or 
private,  exprefTed  themfelves  as  he  had  done  that  day  about 
the  boundary  line  of  the  treaty. 

The  Houle  then  divided : 

Contents  *    9 

Non  Contents  69 

Maj<k9'ity      60 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  cave  notice,  that  on  Friday  the  3cth 
he  (hould  call  their  Lorcuhips'  attention  to  a  motion  on  the 
fubje£l  of  the  War,  and  he  moved  that  their  Lordihips  be 
fummoncd.     Ordered.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
^         Monday,  May  26.  , 

ixsoLVENT  Debtors. 
^[r.  Hohart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Bili  for  tlic  relief 
of  Inlbivent  Debtors  under  certain  circumftances. 

Mr.  Jekyll  obferved,  that  no  reafon  had  been  affigned  for 
dating  the  period  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill  fo  far  back  as  the 
full  of  January.  He  thought  it  would  be  better,  more  equi- 
table, and  more  confonant  to  the  rules  of  common  fenie, 
that  the  operation  of  the  Bill  (hould  come  up  to  the  17th  of 
April,  which  was  the  day  on  which  the  Bill  was  brought  for- 

•  ward 
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ward  by  a  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  in  che  other  Houfe.  He 
laid,  that  he  was  certain  the  obje£t  of  the  Bill  was  to  'do  as 
much  good  as  poflible,  and  to  make  the  relief  as  eztenfive  as 
the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  permit ;  avoiding,  at  the  fame 
lime,  all  opportuaity  of  coUufion  and  deceit  on  the  part  of 
the  debtors.  He  (hould,  therefore,  propofe  one  of  two  dates, 
for  the  AA  to  take  place  at }  either  the  1 7th  of  April,  the  day 
on  which  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  brought  it  into  the 
other  Houfe,  or,  if  the  Learned  Gentleman  thought  that 
would  be  venturing  too  much,  as  he  did  not  wifli  to  propofe 
any  amendment  which  might  caufe  the  Bill  to  be  reje^ed,  he 
ihould  propofe  the  12th  of  February,  the  firft  day  of  Hilary 
Term.  He  believed  that  but  few,  if  any,  (ham  judgments 
could  have  been  figned,  or  iham  executions  ifluea,  between 
the  firft  of  January  and  the  17th  of  April  lail,  in  contempla- 
tion of  benefiting  Infolvent  Debtors  by  this  Bill,  for  they 
could  have  had  but  little  expe£lation  of  fuch  a  Bill  as  this,  be* 
fore  it  was  brought  forward  ^  the  general  expedation  waSp 
that  of  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor }  this 
was  not  a  meafure  of  that  nature,  nor  any  thing  like  it  *,  at  all 
f:vents  it  would  be  better  that  a  few  fraudulent  debtors,  if 
t.here  were  fuch,  lhould*be  difcharged,  thaxi  that  ifiU  jthe  uiifor* 
^unate  ones  who  had  been  imprifoncd  in  the  intermedial  pef- 
riod  he  alluded  to,  ihould  b^  confined^  he  ;therefore  wiibed 
the  17th  of  April  to  be  this  date  of  the  Bill,  iaftead  of  the  1  ft 
of  January. 

Ti?e  Mafter  gf  the  Rolls  declared,  tlat  he  was  extremelv 
defi^ous  that  fome  permanent  law  could  be  adopted,  which 
would  render  fuch  acts  unneceflary }  for  they  were  a  reflexion 
upon  our  laws,  and  proved  that  they  muft  contain  in  them^ 
felves  fome  fundamental  ent>r.  TJie  A£t,  he  conceived, 
ought  to  be  made  as  extenfive  ^  could  be  done  with  fafety; 
for  he  confidered,  that  changing  the  date  of  its  commencement 
might  altogethet  endanger  10  neceilary  a  Bill,  and  the  difap- 
pointment  that  it  would  be  to  many  could  not  but  prove  cruel 
in  the  extreme.  He  obferved,  that  the  numbers  who  had 
throiirn  themfelves  into  the  Ring's  Bench  and  Fleet  Prifons, 
from  a  hope  of  this  A£^  bore  no  proportion  to  thofe  who 
were  con/ined  by  a£iual  creditors,  at  leaft  from  the  period ' 
propofcd  by  the  Learned  Gentleman,  He  himfelf  wiflied  that 
^e  Bill  Qiould  remain  for  the  ii(  of  January  ^  it  at  prefent 
^ood.  Further  than  the  x^th  of  February,  he  pould  not 
^gree  to. 

Mr.  Htflfej  faid,  he  faw  no  good  reafon  why  the  lath  of 
February,  or  x  ft  of  January,  (hould  be  adopted,  rather  than 
any  .other  day.    He  was  at  a  lof^  to  conje£tare  why  the  Bill 

X  %  fliould 
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(hould  not  commence  from  the  day  of  the  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord's  having  brought  it  forward  into  the  Upper  Houfe ;  as 
previous  to  that  no  perfon  could  knovr  any  thing  of  it* 

The  Majler  of  the  Roth  explained. 

The  amendment  that  the  Bill  ihould  go  to  the  relief  of  all 
debtors,  confined  previous*  to  the  1 2ih  of  Fcbrtiary,  whofe 
debts  do  not  amount  to  loool.  was  moved  and  agreed  to. 

Th^  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroffed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

AMERICA. 

Afr,  Sheridan  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what  was, 
in  his  mind,  a  fubje£l  of  confiderable  importance*  as,  under 
the  prefcnt  circumftances,  a  rupture  with  America  muft  be 
attended  with  the  mod  ruinous  confcqucnces  to  this  country. 
The  ignorance,  inability,  and  inattention  of  minifters,  had 
already  involved  us  in  one  war,  and  he  thought  it  but  right 
tHat  the  attention  of  the  country  (hould  be  direSed  to  prevent 
the  fame  inability  and  indifcretion  from  involving  us  in  ano« 
ther.  At  one  period,  when  miniftcrs  had  wiflied  to  involve 
the  country  in  a  war  with  Ruflia,  the  marked  averfion  of  the 
people  to  fuch  a  meafure  had  convinced  them,  that  it  was  more 
prudent  to  abandon  it,  notwithftanding  their  fupport  by  a 
majority  of  that  Houfe.  If  there  was  any  expectation  of  a 
rupture  with  America,  he  thought  it  would  be  wife  not  to 
prorogue  the  Parliament  for  any  confiderable  time,  but  only 
by  ihort  adjournments,  that,  in  cafe  fuch  an  unfortunate 
event  (hould  take  place,  his  Majefty  might  have  the  advantage 
of  the  advice  of  Parliament.  His  reafons  for  fuppofing  that 
fuch  an  event  was  apprehended,  and  likely  to  take  place,  were 
founded  on  a  paper,  a  copy  of  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and 
which,  by  pcrfons  eonverfant  in  the  aflfhirs  of  America,  was 
held  to  be  authentic;  and  if  it  was  not  fo,  he  held  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  Government  to  contradift  it.  It  purported  to  be  a 
reply  from  Lord  Dorchefter  to  thc'Dclegatesof  feveral  Indian 
Tribes,  dated  Fort  Ijouis,  February  lorh,  1794;  from  which 
reply  it  appeared^  that  his  Lordfhip  confidcred  this  country*  as 
on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  America.  He  begged  leave  to  read 
to  the  Houfe  two  paragraphs  from  this  reply,  to  (hew,  that 
fupppfing  it. to  be  an  authentic  paper,  his  Lord(hip  confidered 
a  war  with  America  as  inevitable,  their  conduft  having  almoft 
exhaufted  the  patience  of  this  country.  It  certainly  was  not 
very  probable  that  his  LordOiip  would  have  ventured  fuch  an 
opinion  without  inftruflions :  He  thought  it  fomewhat  extra- 
ordinary, that  when  he  mentioned,  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  fefEon,  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  Halifax,  the  Right  Hon, 
Secretary  of  State  (hould  have  faid,  that  there  was  no  danger 

to 
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to  be  apprehended  in  that  quarter,  if)  at  the  fame  time,  he 
was  confcious  of  fuch  ioftruffcions  having  been  fent  to  Lord 
Dorchcfter.  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  by  moving,  **  That 
•*  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre  fen  ted  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 
"  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dire£iions  that  there  be 
"  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  the  anfwer  delivered  by 
"  Lord  Dorchcfter,  on  the  loth  of  February,  to  the  Indians 
^'  of  Lower  Canada,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  the  inftrudlions  fent 
«  to  Lord  Dorchcfter." 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  declared,  that  it  was  the  firft  time  he 
had  ever  heard  of  the  paper  in  queftion,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve to  be  authentic,  as  no  inftrudions  whatever  had  been  fentta 
Lord  Dorchefter  to  the  cScGt  fpecified  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman* 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  if  the  paper  was  a  forgery,  it  could  not  be 
too  foon  known  to  be  fo«  It  had  been  publifhed  in  America 
as  authentic,  and  had  tended  much  to  render  the  people  hof« 
tile  to  this  country.  If  minifters  could  afBrm  that  it  was  not 
authentic,  that  would  be  fuiEcient ;  but  if  they  could  only  fay 
they  did  not  believe  that  Lord  Dorchefter  had  delivered  any 
fucn  anfwer,  although,  from  all  he  knew  of  Loird  Dorchefter, 
he  was  ready  to  fay  he  did  not  believe  that  Lord  Dorchefter 
would  have  done  any  thing  that  was  likely  to  produce  a  war 
with  America,  without  exprefs  orders  from  home,  a  formal 
difavowal  of  the  paper  was  effcntially  neceflary. 

Mr.  Dundas  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Fox  as  to  the 
chara£^er  of  Lord  Dorchcfter,  to  whofe  prudence  and  tem- 
perate conduft  he  was  ready  to  bear  teftimony,  being  well 
convinced  that  Noble  Lord  was  incapable  of  caking  fuch  a  ftep 
without  exprefs  inftru£tions  from  home.  He  declared  that  he 
had  never  even  heard  of  the  paper  before,  and  the  fuppofition 
that  any  inftruciiioiis  to  that  cffeft  had  been  given,  was  to- 
tally unfounded.  On  the  contrary,  minifters  had  ufed  the 
utmoft  endeavours  that  circumftances  would  permit,  to  put 
an  end  to  hoftilities  in  which  the  American  States  were  en- 
gaged with  the  Indians.  With  refped  to  the  paper,  he  could 
only  repeat,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  it  before. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  expreffed  his  fatisfaftion  at  hearing  this 
paper  thus  publicly  contradicted  ^  for  having  been  pub! IHied 
in  America,  and  in  that  country  confidercd  to  be  true,  it  had 
all  the  effefts  of  reality :  From  the  date  of  it,  the  10th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  date  of  the  period  when  the  Americans  laid 
an  embargo  on  our  ftiipping,  the  27th  of  March,  he  con- 
ceived this  paper  to  have  been  the  caufc  of  that  injurious 
meafure. 

Mr.  Wiiberforci  faid,  that  a  war  with  America  would  be  of 
the  utmoft  injury  to  a  great  number  xi  his  confticuents,  there* 

fore 
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fore  he  fhouM  be  averfe  to  fuch  an  event,  and  he  was  happy 
that  it  was  not  likely  to  take  place.  If  the  paper  had  beciii  as 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fuppofed,  the  fole  caufe  of  their 
laying  an  embargo  on  our  {hipping,  it  would  tend,  in  his 
opinion,  to  cement  the  friendfliip  which  fubfifted  between  the 
two  countries,  when  the  Americans  (hould  difcover  it  was  un^ 
founded,  and  that  they  had  been  made  the  dupes  of  fome 
defigning  perfons. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  faid  a  few  words  In  explanation. 
Mr.  M.  RMnfon  hoped,  that  if  it  was  found  that  ambaila- 
dors  exceeded  their  inftru£tions,  by  uHng  language  tending  to 
create  a  mifunderftanding  between  this  country  and  any  other, 
fuch  condufl  would  not  be  pafled  over  without  notice,  as 
M^s  lately  the  cafe  with  Lord  Auckland,  who,  in  a  paper 
publilhed  at  the  Hague,  had  ufed  fome  very  harfli  expreffions, 
for  which  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  authority  had  been 
};iven  from  home.  The  anfwer  in  qneftion,  if  delivered  from 
Lord  Dorcheller  without  cxprefs  inftru£^ions>  ought  not  to 
be  pafied  over. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  hoped  he  underftood  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  to  fay  diftin£^ly,  that  no  inftruAions  of  a  hoftilc 
nature  had  been  given  with  regard  to  America;  and  that  if  the 
paper  had  been  a  forgery,  of  which  he  (till  cnteruined  doubts^ 
minifters  had  the  wifdom  and  difcretion  to  avoid  a  new  wai^ 
One  thing  made  him  ftill  think  that  the  paper  was  authentic, 
which  was,  that  it  correfponded  with  what  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  faid  with  regard  to  the  endeavour  to  conciliate  ;i 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians.  He  wifhed 
to  know  if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  knew  exactly  what  the 
paper  was  ?  It  imported  to  be  a  reply  from  Lord  Dorchefter  tp 
the  delegates  of  certain  Indian  Tribes.  [Mr.  Sheridan  here 
read  the  whole  reply^.]  It  fet  forth,  tfaaf:  every  means  had  been 
taken  to  eftablifh  a  line  of  diftindion  between  the  territories 
of  the  American  States  and  thofeof  the  King,  according  to  the 
peace  of  1783  ;  that  pacific  means  had  hitherto  been  ineffec^ 
tual  to  attain  that  object  \  and,  from  the  conduct  of  the*  Amcr 
rtcans  on  the  borders,  and  what  he  had  heard  of  their  condu£k 
towards  the  fea,  he  conceived  it  not  probable  that  it  woul4 
now  be  done.  All  the  buildings  and  improvements  made  by 
the  Americans  beyond  their  line  of  demarcation  muft  b^  the 
property  of  the  King,  and  the  prcfent  pofTeffors  be  turned  out, 
nnlefs  they  confentcd  to  become  his  fubjefts.  ^*  You  wifl^, 
my  children,  for  a  paffport ;  a  paflport  is  not  neceffary  ii|  time 
of  peace.  But  as  you  may  expc£fc  a  war  before  you  return,  I 
will  grant  you  one,  which  will  procure  you  a  welcome  from  the 
warriors  of  the  King  your  father,  whether  it  be  peace  o^:  war,-* 
•  ViUc  page  J  J  J, 

The 
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The  reply  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  Americans  had 
nearly  exnaufted  the  patience  of  thrs  country.  Mr.  Sheridan 
f aid,  that  though  this  paper  carried  with  it  the  appearance  of 
autbefiticity,  and  was  belieted  to  be  authentic  by  many  perfons 
converfani  with  American  affairs,  yet,  as  it  had  been  publicly 
difavowed,  he  woukl  beg  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  TESTS. 
Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  at  the  requeft  of  mlnifters,  to  make  i, 
motion  which  he  had  bccm  under  the  ncceflity  of  deferring 
oftener  than  he  could  wifii  ^  but  he  trafted  the  delay  would  pro^ 
duce  one  good  effe£l^  becaufe  the  meafure  required  biit  little 
confideration  to  obtain  affent.  He  could  not  prefume,  from 
any  better  authority  than  his  own  opinion,  diat  it  ^as  the  cafe; 
but  he  really  could  not  perceive  any  poffible  objedtion  to  the 
meafure,  except  the  quarter  whence  it  originated.  It  was  a 
meafure,  he  muft  acknowledge,  that  would  have  come  with 
much  more  propriety  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  and 
he  had,  for  fome  time,  a  hope  that  they  would  havebeen  of  the 
fame  way  of  thinking,  and  prevented  him  the  neceffity  of 
bringing  it  forward.  That  meafure  was,  however,  more 
likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  as  it  was  totally  unconnected  with  party; 
and  nad  arifen  incidentally  from  the  circumftance  of  the  Emi* 
grant  Corps  Bill. 

Another  circumftance  which  he  thought  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  propofe  was,  that  it 
was  not  founded  upon  any  petition  or  claim  of  that  body  of 
people  for  whofe  peculiar  benefit  it  was  intended ;  for  at  a 
time  like  the  prefent,  when  his  Majcfty  was  calling  for  the  aid 
of  all  defcriptionsof  his  fubjcfts  in  fupport  of  the  conftitution, 
it  might,  perhaps,  be  improper  in  thofe  perfons  to  petition  for 
even  what  they  felt  to  be  no  more  than  jufllce,  becaufe  fuch  a 
petition  might  carry  on  the  fa^e  of  it  fomcthing  like  a  de- 
mand ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  might  be  as  improper  for 
Government  to  grant  a  voluntary  offer  of  relief,  becaufe  fuch 
an  offer  at  that  time  might  be  confidcred  as  a  bribe. 

It  was  his  opinion,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  all  thofe  penal 
ftatutes  which  make  difttn£tions  between  one  clafs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts  and  another,  were  diftinCtions*  which  every 
man  of  good  fenfe  and  humanity  muft  wifli  to  fee  done  away 
one  time  or  another,  and  which  he  {hould  vote  for  aboliniing 
at. once,  whenever  any  motion  was  made^to  that  effeft  ;  but 
that  he  could  not  expc£b  to  fee  done  at  prcfcnt.  He  was  one 
of  thofe.  men  who  refpefted  the  prejudices,  as  well  as  the 
rights,  of  the  people,  becaufe  he  conddcred  thofe  prcjnul::cs  as 
originally  infpired  and  chcrifhed  by  Government  for  v.ifj  ^.nd 
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beneficial  purpofes.  When  we  were  ftruggling  for  our  confti- 
tution  and  religion  agatnft  a  Popifli  Prince,  fupported  by  a 
ftrong  party  in  the  country^  whofe  religious  and  political  opi- 
nions were  equally  hoftile  to  civil  liberty,  great.pains  had  been 
taken  to  create  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  dread  and  abhor* 
rence  of  trufting  Roman  Catholics  with  any  (hare  of  power  or 
authority.  When  fuch  prejudices  had  been  inftilled,  and  aftef 
Government  had  reaped  tne  benefit  of*  them,  he  held  that  it 
would  be  highly  xinjud  in  Government  to  turn  Ihbrt  rounds 
and  infult  thofe  very  prejudices  it  had  taken  fo  much  pains  to 
create,  and  had  fo  highly  applauded ;  and  tell  the  people  at 
once,  they  (hould  no  longer  entertain  fuch  foolifii  and  ridicu- 
lous opinions.  They  propagated  them  to  oppofe  a  temporary 
danger,  which  no  longer  exifted ;  therefore  they  muft  at 
this  time  difmifs  them.  That,  however,  was  not  now  the 
cafe:  The  dangers  apprehended  from  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies,  and  the  prejudices  againft  them,  had  vanifhed  from  the 
mind  of  every  rational  man. 

The  riots  which  happened  in  the  year  1780,  when  a  mea- 
fure  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics  was  brought  for^ 
ward  in  that  Houfe,  ought  not  to  deter  the  Houfe  from  adopt- 
ing any  meafure  in  favour  of  them  at  this  time :  Thofe  trou- 
bles did  not  arife  from  the  mere  apprehenfion  of  the  relief  to 
be  granted  to  thofe  people,  but  from  an  univerfal  difcontent 
which  at  that  time  prevailed  againft  the  general  fyftem  of 
meafurcs  which  were  adopted,  and  from  the  criminal  negleft 
of  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  prevent  them.  In  the  laft  four- 
teen years,  the  progrefs  of  the  fpirit  of  toleration  had  been 
great ;  and  it  was  at  prefent  more  generally  thought  that  mca 
were  rather  too  inattentive,  tlian  too  apt  to  mark  the  difference 
in  religious  opinions.  If,  then,  the  danger  and  prejudices 
were  both  gone,  which  he  believed  would  on  all  fides  be  ad- 
mitted, it  remained  only  to  confidcr  the  inconvenience  or  ad- 
vantage which  could  arife  f^om  allowing  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  army  or  navy  in  the  fame  manner  as  any  other  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts.  When  we  were  embodying  an  army  of 
French  Catholics,  did  it  not  appear  prepoilerous  to  exclude  a.a 
Englifli  Catholic  from  ferving  his  country  in  a  military  capa- 
city ?  Indeed,  that  confideration  firft  fuggefted  to  him  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  prefent  meafure.  It  was  prcpofterous  in  another 
inftance  to  prevent  the  employing  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
army  and  navy  in  this  country ;  for,  by  an  Aft  paffed  the  lad 
year  in  the  Irifh  Parliament,  Catholics  were  permitted  to  ferve 
in  the  army  as  officers  under  the  rank  of  the  ftaff.  Suppoftng 
that  any  of  thefe  officers  (hould  be  ordered  upon  duty  to  Eng- 
land, ^uld  any  thing  be  more  abfurd  and  prcpofterousi  than 
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that  thofc  men  fhould  be  fubjeft  to  heavy  penalties  for  bearing 
the  King's  commiflion,  which  they  did  in  ftrift  conformity  to 
the  laws  of  their  own  country  ?  It  was  in  itfelf  a  circumstance 
fo  extravagantly  ridiculous,  that  he  was  perfuaded  it  would  not 
have  been  fufFered  to  exift  fo  long,  had  not  the  attention  of  his 
Majefty's  minifters  been  drawn  off  to  matters  more  urgent^ 
and  more  feriouflv  important.     That  that  was  the  cafe,  he 
was  warranted  in  faying,  from  a  review  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Irifli  Parliament  daring  the  difcuffiun  of  that  question,  to 
which  it  was  Ari(k\j  in  order  to  refer.     The  authorities  that 
he  fhould  quote  were  of  high  rank,  and  men  that  it  might  be 
fuppofed  were  made  acquainted  with  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Hobart  and  the  Chancellor.     When  the  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Irifh  Catholics  was  introduced  into  the  Parliament 
of  that  kingdom,  Mr.  Hobart   had   obfervcd,    *'  that,   with 
refpe£t  to  the  admiffion  of  Catholics  into  the  army  or  navy,  any 
change  muft  depend  upon  England  ;  that  fuch  a  meafure  was 
In  contemplation  in  England,  and  a  commun  cation  had  been 
made  on  the  fubjeft."     And  in  a  debate  in  the  Upper  Uoufe^ 
on  the  claufe  for  enabling  Roman  Catholics  to  accept  of  em- 
ployments In  the  army  and  navy.  Lord  Farnh  im  had  ftarted  as 
an  objeftion  to  the  claufe,  "  that,  t'll  a  fimiiar  h^  was  p^fl^ed 
in  England,  Catholic  officers  could  not  attend  their  regiments^ 
if  ordered  into  England  upon  duty:  Hti  wifhed,  therefore,  that 
Catholics  fliould  not  be  eligible  to  military  commiffions,  until 
the  fjtme  principle  (hould  ht  adopted  in  England."     In  reply 
to  thai  objedlion,  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  faid,  "  That  t^  c 
claufe  went  merely  to  enable  Roman  Catholics  to  accept  mili- 
tary employments ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  fuppof.d  that  his  Ma- 
jefly  would  appoint  men  on  fuch  pods,  before  the  laws  of  the 
empire  Ihould, qualify  them  to  aft  in  every  part  of  it ;  and  that 
it  was  more  than  probable  that  a  fimiiar  law  would  be  paiTed  in 
England  before  the  expiration  of  two  montfis."     Such  were 
the  declarations  of  men  in  habits  of  oificia]  communication, 
with  his  Majefty*8  miniflers  ;  and  ht  therefore  thought  him- 
felf  juftified  in  fuppofm^  that  the  propofition  he  was  now  to 
make,  was  intended,  and  omitted  to  be  done  macly  through 
an  accidental  want  of  leiiure. 

Catholics,  Mr.  Sheridan  laid,  it  was  to  be  rcnrembcrcd,  did 
notftand  in  the  fame  iituation  with  Proteftant  Diffcntcrs  in 
that  refped  ;  a  Protcftant  Diilenter  mi.rht,  if  he  chofe  to  run 
the  rifque  of  incurring  the  penalties,  ieive  in  the  army,  and 
the  offer  of  his  ftrvice  would  not  be  rejefted  Beiides,  the 
A£l  which  was  annually  paifed  in  that  Houle,  allovviug  pcr- 
fons  a  longer  time  to  qualii'y,  afforded  them  fomc  protect:- )if 
while  it  was  at  the  faioe  time  a  prout  of  the  hijuitice  anci  ni« 

Vot,iV.  Y  «o.*uiw*icy 


I6s  WOODFALL*S  PARUAMENTARY  REPORTS/       [Commoks. 

conGftency  of  thefe  tcfts :  But  a  Roman  Catholic  would  be 
reje£lcd  if  he  made  fuch  an  offer ;  aod  at  this  moment  there 
was  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the  difference  made  between  thefe 
two  clafles  of  diffenters.  Mr.  Wefton,  a^ Catholic  Gentleman 
in  Surry,  of  mod  refpe£^able  charaAer  aiid  great  influence  la 
bis  neighbourhood,  who  had  been  nominated  a  Lieutenant*Co- 
lonel  in  one  of  the  new  corpS)  whidh  he  himfelf  contributed 
largely  to  raife,  had  been  fuperfeded  in  his  command,  mintf- 
ters  not  thinking  it  proper  to  allow  his  commiflion  to  be 
figned.  This  Gentleman  was  Qrongly  attached  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  meafures,  in  which,  to  be  fure,  he 
diflPered  fomcthing  from  him:  But  was  it  not  an  extreme hard- 
fliip,  that  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  were  fo  diftinguiflied  for 
their  fidelity,  their  loyalty,  and  attachment  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Qtould  be  deprived  at  that  time,'  when  his  Majefty  had 
called  for  the  aid  ot  all  his  fubjeAs  in  perfon  as  well  as  in 
purfe,  of  one  great  means  of  proving  that  loyalty  and  fide- 
lity ? 

It  was  notorious  that  the  Roman  Catholics,  almoft  to  a 
man,  had  contributed  voluntarily  to  the  neceflities  of  their 
country,  each  according  to  his  ability  ;  and  yet  thofe  men,  who 
gave  every  proof  of  attachment  in  their  power  to  give,  were  to 
oe  refufed  the  liberty  of  ufing  arms  in  defence  of  their  pro- 
perty and  their  country !  But  be  did  not  mean  to  pafs  any  cen- 
fure  on  Adminiftration  for  re f ufing  commiflions  to  thefe  men, 
becaufe  they  a£led  in  obedience  to  the  law ;  he  wiflied  only  to 
aik  them,  was  it  .fit  that  law  (hould  remain  ?  Another  prepof- 
terous  eSe£k  of  that  law  againft  Roman  Catholics  was  this : 
iSuppofmg  oncxof  thofe  commands  ufually  filled  by  the  fenior 
officer  became  vacant  on  the  Continent  during  the  war,  if  the 
officer  next  in  command  chanced  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic,  to 
fucceed  to  the  command  he  muft  prove  himfejf  a  Trenchman^ 
for  neither  an  Iri(b,  or,  what  was  more  extraordinary,  an  Eng- 
lifli  Catholic  would  be  eligible,  whilft  a  Frenchman,  under  the 
Emigrant  Corps  Bill,  might  fucceed  to  any  command  in  the 
army.  He  purpofely  avoided  going  into  the  general  queition 
of  teft  a£ls  and  difqualifying  laws  ^  he  could  wi(h  to  fee  them 
all  erafed  from  the  ftatute  books,  to  which,  in  his  opinion,  they 
were  a  foul  difgrace ;  but  he  would  not  attempt  more  than  he 
thought  would  be  likely  to  be  granted,  and  had  therefore  con- 
fined himfelf  to  military  and  naval,  leaving  all  civil  employ- 
ments to  remain  as  they  were.  He  was  not  either  particular, 
as  to  the  mode  of  attaining  the  objeA,  if  Gentlemen  chofe, 
rather  than  repeal  military  tefts  altogether,  to  repeal  them  only 
during  the  war,  which  might  be  done  by  extending  the  time 
allowed  for  qualification^  or  by  framing  a  new  oath  to  be  taken 

by 
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by  Catholics,  fuch  as  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  including 
in  the  Bill  for  which  he  (hould  move,  which  contained  a  de- 
claration of  his  Majefty's  right  to  the  Crown,  an  attachment  to 
the  conftitution,  and  a  promifc  to  reveal  all  treafons.  To  any 
of  thefe  modes  he  (hould  have  no  obje£lion ;  his  only  wim 
ynSf  that  juftice  {hould  be  done  to  that  very  meritorious  clafj^ 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjcfts.  Mr^  Sheridan  concluded  with  mov- 
ing for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  reading  the  form  of  the 
propofed  oath—**  I  if.  B.  do  fwcar,  that  1  will  b«ar  true  alle- 
giance to  his  Majeily,  and  defend  his  Tight  to  the  Crown,  the 
laws,  and  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  fucceflion  . 
to  the  Throne,  as  by  iaw  eftabliihcd." 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  certainly  agreed  with  the 
fentlments  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  with  regard  to  the  loy« 
.  alty  and  attachment  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  the  conftitu- 
tion, and  was  willing  to  give  them  their  juft  tribute  of  ap- 
Jlaufc :  But  it  would  rcacHly  occuV  to  every  Member  of  that 
[oufe,  that  though  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  confined  his 
ipeech  to  the  cafe  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  his  motion  included 
diflenters  of  every  defcription,  and  went  to  the  repeal  of  all 
religious  tefts  whatever.  That  was  a  fubje£i  which  had  been 
more  than  once  difcufied  in  this  Houfe,  and  upon  which  it  had 
often  decided  ;  therefore  it  was  unnecefTary,  at  that  time,  for 
him  to  deliver  any  opinion  on  its  merits.  He  begged  leave  not 
to  be  underftood  as  giving  any  opinion  whatever  upon  the 
fubjeO:  at  that  time,  or  faying  how  he  (hould  vote  in  cafe  the 
queftion  ever  came  before  the  Houfe  again.  The  prefent  he 
did  not  conceive  to  be  a  proper  time  for  advancing  any  fuch 
opinion  :  He  (hould  therefore  move  the  previous  queftion^ 
which  was,  in  his  mind,  the  moft  proper  one,  when  the  period 
for  difcuffing  the  principal  queftion  was  improper. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  (hould  not  take  up  much  of  the  time 
of  the  Houfe  upon  the  prefent  occafion  ;  but  he  had  not  heavl 
any  reply  whatever  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  that 
inconfiftency  ftated  by  his  Hon.  Friend,  tnz.  that  of  keeping 
Irilh  Catholics  fubjed  to  the  fevereft  penalties  in  this  country, 
who  had  accepted  commiflions  under  his  Majefty  in  conform- 
ity with  the  laws  of  their  own  :  To  this  he  had  heard  no  an- 
"fwer,  for  he  believed  it  was  unanfwerable.  The  diftinftion 
made  between  the  Catholics  and  Proteftant  Diflenters  by  that 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  could  not  pafs  over  without  a  few 
remarks.  In  his  opinion,  the  cafe  of  this  clafs  of  men  was  ex- 
tremely hard  indeed.  No  men  lefs  merited  har(h  treatment, 
or  were  more  juftly  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  £ngli(h. 
men,  than  bur  bretnfen  the  Diflenters  \  for  it  was  to  them  we 
pwed  more  than  to  any  other  defcription  of  men— the  confti. 
y  z  tution 
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tution  wc  enjoyed,  and  which  m'C  fo  JaviOily  praifcd.  They  had 
ever  (hewn  theoifelves  rc-idy  to  ftand  forth  in  defence  of  their 
country,  when  danger  had  threatened,  and  totally  difregarded 
ail  thought  of  pcrfomil  faiVry  \  and  on  that  account,  if  on  no 
other,  he  confiderrd  their  fituation  a  difgrace  *^o  the  nation.  In 
1715  they  were  cal.edon,  and  they  anfwcred  the  rail.  In  1745 
tJJcy  were  called  on,  and  t^ey  anfwe'rcd  the  call;  and  even  iti 
the  prefcnt  reign  their  fer\  ices  had  been  called  for,  which  they 
aslibeially  granted.  \Vhurwa8  done  after  thofe  men  ufed 
fuch  exertions  for  our  ben'  C:t  ?  An  Aft  of  P  irliament  was 
pafll'd.  To  rewaid  then,  ""or  their  fer\'ice6  ?  No;,  but  as  an 
u€t  of  grace  and  pardon  for  the  violation  of  the  exifting  laws, 
which  they  had  committed  by  takirg  up  arms  in  fo  meritori- 
Dua  a  caufe  as  the  defence  of  their  King  and  country  !  While 
tlie  delufion  of  Jacobiritm  prevailed,  it  was  not^  perhaps,  alto- 
gether prudent  to  agiate  ti  eir  claims  to  national  juftice;  but 
at  this  time,  when  it  no  longer  exilled,  as  the  apprehenHon  of 
dangerof  that  kind  was  no  more,  the  Lepiflature  was  bound 
in  honour  to  remove  the  odious  diilindions  with  which  they 
were  branded,  more  cfpecially  thofe  which  precluded  them 
from  ferving  their  country  in  a  military  capacity.  It  was  the 
duty  ofcvcrv  govcrnmcfU  to  preferve  honour  and  integrity  to- 
wards its  iubjeds.  Let  the  Country,  therefore,  draw  the 
line  :  Either  admit  DiiTcnters  to  equal  rights  in  time  of  peace, 
or  give  up  their  fervices  in  times  of  danger  and  neceffity.  Let 
them  not  continue  to  ufe  thefe  men  in  feafons  of  difficulty  and 
diftrefs,  and  deny  them  ^  (hare  of  tlieir  privileges  in  the  feafon 
of  fecurity  and  .  ^  pinefs.  As  he  underftood  the  queftion  at 
prefent,  tnere  feci..  \\  no  obje£lion  in  point  of  principle  and 
propriety,  but  merely  to  the  time  of  bringing  it  forward;  he 
fljpuld  therefore  feel  lefs  regret  at  ifs  being  poftponcd  by  the 
previous  jQueftion ;  but  if  not  then,  at  leaft  at  fome  early  pe- 
riod, let  the  ftain  be  removed  which  tarniflied  both  our  national 
honour  and  our  pational  honedy, 

Mr.  AL  Rpbitifon  difapproved  of  the  previous  qurfiiofij  becaufe 
it  feemed  to  countenance  the  principle  of  the  Horn  Gentle- 
pian's  motion,  to  which  he  objected  entirely,  as  an  innovation 
dangerous  in  itfclf.  and  pregnant  with  dangerous  confe* 
guences, 

Mr.  William  Smith  faid,  he  fhould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  on 
the  preft  nt  occifion.  were  it  not  on  account  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas),  rcfpc£l« 
ing  the  piffenters,  who,  though  they  might  be  pleafcd  that 
fuch  a  Bill  ihould  pafs,  as  tending  in  a  certain  degree  to  re- 
move fome  portion  of  odious  lufpicion  under  which  they  at 
prefcnt  feemed  to  live,  had  never  be«n  coofulted  on  the  fub* 
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jtSt  by  the  Hon.  Gentkman  who  brought  it  forward^  He 
merely  faid  this,  diat  it  might  not  be  imagined  that  it  had 
been  brought  forward  at  their  fuggeftion,  or  at  the  fuggeftion  of 
any  Gentleman  of  that  clafs  in  the  Houfe.  The  Oiflenters 
certainly  would  be  well  pkafed  with  free  admiffion  into  the 
army  and  navy,  as  a  proof  that  their  attachment  to  the  confti- 
tution  was  not  fufpcfted,  hut  they  did  not  defire  to  receive  as 
a  boon,  what  they  might  juftly  claim  as  a  right.  The  Indem- 
nity Bill,  virhich  nad  been  paffed  whenever  it  had  been  thought 
neceflary  to  require  the  fervices  of  thofe  men,  to  fliield  them 
againft  the  feverity  of  the  law,  was  a  miferable  fubterfuge  of 
Government,  and  a  libel  on  the  laws  which  rendered  fuch  a 
Bill  neceffary*  Regard lefs  of  perfonal  fafety,  and  in  defiance 
of  every  rifquc  from  the  opcratii>n  of  thofe  UMJuft  laws,  the 
Protcftant  Diflintcrs  had  ever  been,  and  always  would  be, 
ready  to  (land  forward  in  times  of  public  danger  and  diffi- 
culty, in  defence  of  their  conftitulion  and  their  country. 

Mr,  Sinidan  h\d^  that  he  underftood  the/rrwW/  queflion 
in  the  fame  fenfe  with  the  Hf>n.  Member  (Mr.  Robinfon),  that 
it  was  not  meant  as  an  objct\ion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
but.  to  the  time  of  its  being  brought  forward,  and  therefore  did 
tiot  feel  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Hv)ure 
tipon  it.  He  could  not  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  be  igrjorant  that  the 
Bill  which  he  propofed  did  not  include  theProteftant  Diflcnt- 
crs  as  well  as  the  Catholics  i  it  was  intended  for  their  relief 
only,  as  they  were  fubj'rft  to  the  fame  grievance ;  the  Bill 
grantintr  further  time  to  qu  ilify,  as  it  operated  as  a  check  upon 
the  Teft  laws,  enabled  the  Diffrntersr  to  accept  of  military  and 
naval  commiflions.  Were  it  not  for  the  kindly  interference  of 
this  Bill,  we  fliould  be  deprived  of  the  fervices  of  many  of  the 
countrymen  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  wert  moflly 
of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  s  we  fliould  be  deprived  of  the  fervices 
of  many  deferving  officers  now  employed  on  the  Continent ; — 
Sir  William  Erfkine,  General  Dundat,  ind3ed  all  the  Dun- 
dafles,  were  Diflenters  \  and  we  night  lofe  the  benefit  of  their 
exertions  altogether.  It  fcemed,  however,  that  there  ftill  re- 
xnained  fome  apprehenfion  of  danger  from  granting  any  in- 
dulgence to  Dillbnters  or  Cutholics.  He  bc^'^ed  to  be  in- 
formed,  what  bad  confequenceshad  arifen  from  the  indulgence 
already  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country  ?  What 
evil  confequenceshad  followed  the  privileges  granted  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  ?  Let  him  alk  the  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  if  their  profcffion  had  received 
an  injury  from  the  admiffion  of  Catholics  to  the  bar  ?  In  none 
of  thefe  cafes  had  any  bad  confequences  followed,  nor  were 
they  CO  be  juftly  feared  from  the  grainting  any  future  indul- 
gence. 
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gence.  He  trufted  that  minifters  01117  wiflied  for  feme  little 
time  to  confidcr  the  fubjeft  fully^  and  that  they  would  thcm- 
fclvcs  bring  it  forward  early  in  the  next  Seflion  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  would  take  that  opjiortunity,  as  the  Houfe 
was  pretty  full,  though  it  was  not  altogether  regular,  to  give 
notice,  that  on  Fridaytlie  30th  he  (hculd  bring  forward  fomc 
refolutions  on  the  (late  of  the  country  with  re^edl  to  the  war, 
and  which  might  be  conducive  to  peace. 

'J  be  Majler  of  the  Rolls  profefTed  himfelf  happy  to  be  called 
on  to  exprefs  his  opinion,  which  he  (hould  not  otherwife  have 
done  farther  than  by  a  filem  vote  ;  he  (hould  vote  for  the  pre* 
vious  queflion  \  and  (hould  certainly  have  voted  againft  the 
original  motion,  as  going  to  an  entire  repeal  of  all  teds,  and 
confequcntly  of  the  Tell  A£l  ilfclf. 

The  previous  quejlion  was  put,  and  carried  without  a  divi« 
fion. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   or   LORDS. 
Tuesday,  May  27. 
Their  Lordfliips  returned  from  the  High  Court,  held  in 
Weilminfter-Hall,  to  their  own  Cliamber  at  five  o'clock,  and 
after  going  through  fome  private  Bills»  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May,!*}. 

Received  a  meflTage  from  the  LordSj  that  their  Lordfhips 
would  proceed  further  in  the  Trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq. 
on  the  28rh. 

The  Speaker  then  counted  the  Houfe,  and  there  being  only 
fcven  Members  prefent,  they  neceflariiy  feparated. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  May  28. 

On  their  Lordfliips'  return  from  Weftminfter-Hall,  the 
Judges  gave  in  their  opinion  on  the  Writ  of  Error,  Gi^fin  and 
Johnfon  vcrfus  Hunter^  when  the  further  confidcration  waa 
deferred  until  Friday  the  30tb. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  $ 

Wednesday,  May  a8. 

The  Infolvcnt  Debtor,  the  Penitentiary  Houfe,  and  the 
Slave  Carrying  Bills,  were  read  a  third  time,  aod  pafied. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  May-^o. 

MOTION  FOR  PEACE. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  caricd  the  attention  of  their  Lordfhips 
I  to  the  difcuflfion  of  the  injportant  fubjeft  on  which  the   Hufc 

I  had  been  fummoned.    The  Duke,  in  opening  the  difcufiion, 

f  entered  into  a  recapitulation  of  the  leading  circumdances  of 

the  war.  It  was  his  defign,  he  faid,  to  bring  to  their  Lord* 
Ihips*  recolleftion  the  feveral  ft  ages  of  the  unfortunate  war  in 
which  we  were  engaged,  fo  as  to  (hew  the  views  in  which  it 
had  been  entertained  by  Government  asd  the  Legiflature,  the 
dlfiereni  afpefts  that  it  had  affumcd  at  diiferent  times,  and 
finally  to  point  out  the  utter  impofTibility  at  this  moment  to 
draw  any  fpecific  eonclufion  from  the  condud  of  Adminiftra- 
tion,  of  what  their  real  intentions  in  the  war  were,  or.  to  limit 
the  calamity  to  any  obje£t,  the  attainment  of  which  would  fa- 
tisfy  their  wiOies.  In  executing  this  talk  he  (hould  find  it 
ncceflary  to  intreat  their  Lord flilps  to  examine  the  (ituation  of 
affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  rigoroufly  to  inquire 
^  whether  they  had  any  well-founded  hopes  that  the  fyftem 

which  they  were  purfuing,  and  the  means  which  they  had 
taken  to  accomplilh  it,  were  likely  to  produce  any  beneficial 
objeft  whatever  to  this  country,  much  Icfs  the  objeft  which 
was  afFefted  to  be  that  which  they  had  in  view.  He  intended 
to  propofe  fome  refolutiuns  for  their  Lordfliips'  aiTent,  which 
might  be  offered  with  propriety,  fince  both  the  obje£l  and  the 
nature  of  the  war  were  changed.  Their  Lordfhips  would  re- 
member that  hoftilities  were  avowedly  commenced  to  prevent 
^  the  navigation  of,  the  Scheldt,  and  to  guarantee  our  allies,  the 

Dutch,  from  the  invafion  of  the  French.  Both  thcfe  purpofes 
were  early  completed,  and  therefore  as  the  moft  diftant  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  no  longer  could  attach  to  cither,  fome 
propofitions  for  peace  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  might  long 
ere  this  have  been  cxpeded.  Their  Lordfhips  would  be  able 
I  to 


i68  WOODFALL*S  PARLUMBNTARY  REPORTS.  [UtPu 

to  enter  more  clearly  into  the  difcuflion  by  hearing  the  propo- 
fitions  which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  their  confideration  ;  he 
would  therefore  .read  them  in  his  place.  The  Duke  here 
read  the  refolutions  which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  accompanied  them  with  obfervations  on  each.  That 
our  readers  may  fee  them  cplle£ked  in  one  point,  we  here  infert 
a  copy  from  the  Journals : 

**  Rffolved,  t.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  during  the  Averal 
changes  which  took  place  in  the  conftitution  and  government  of  Fnincc» 
before  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  and  more  particularjy  after  the 
events  of  the  loih  of  Auguft  i79a»  when  his  Majefty  was  advifed  by  his 
luinifters  to  fufjiend  all  oHicial  communication  with  France,  it  was,  and 
continued  to  be,  the  profefled  principle  and  policy  of  his  Majefty's  go%'ern~ 
ment,  carefully  to  obfcrve  a  ftriA  neutrality,  and  uniformly  toabftain  fiom 
any  interference  with  refpt6l  to  the  internal  aflfairs  of  France.  That  when 
his  Niaijetly  was  adviled  to  make  a  further  augmentation  of  his  forces  by  fca 
and  land  at  the  beginning  of  the  jaft  year,  it  was  for  the  declared  purpofe 
of  oppofmg  views  of  a^grandi  lenient  and  ambition  on  the  part  of  Prances 
and  that  when  his  Majeiiy  acquainted  Parliament,  that  a&s  of  hoftility  had 
been  direfted  by  the  Government  sf  France  againft  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls> 
and  after  war  had  been  declared  agamil  his  MajeDy  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, the  then  avowed  cbje^l  of  profecuting  the  war  on  our  part,  was  to 
oppoie  all  views  of  further  aggr.indlfcment  imputed  to  France,  and  that 
the  profecution  of  the  war  on  this  gronnil,  and  for  the  attainment  of  this 
objt^,  was  approved  by  both  Houles  of  Pari  amcnt. 

*«  Refolvfd,  II.  Thai  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  at,  or  before,  the  cad 
of  April  *1793>  the  armies  of  France  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Holland 
and  Flanders,  and  to  retire  wiihln  their  own  territory  ;  and  that  the  Prince 
of  Cobourg,-  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Emperor's  foices  in  Fianders^  did, 
on  the  5th  of  April,  engage  and  declare  that  he  would  join  and  co-operate 
with  General  Dumourier,  to  give  to  France  her  conftirut'onal  King,  and 
the  cottjiitutiom  «wbicb  Jkc  bad  for/md  for  berfilf;  and  that  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg  did  alfo  then  declare,  on  his  word  of  honour,  that  if  any  ftrong 
phices  fliould  be  delivered  over  to  his  troops,  he  (hould  conlider  them  no 
otherwiie  than  as  iacud  depofits  ^  and  that  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month* 
all  the  preceding  declarations  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  were  revoked. 

«  Refolired,  III.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that^  by  the  15th  article 
of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caflel,  on  the  10th  of 
April  i793f  his  Majefty's  m in iftcrs  were  of  opinion,  tb9^  tht  Jttuaiion  of 
affairs  had  th$n  entirely  changed  its  a/peS^  in  confequence  of  which  his 
Majetty  might  not  have  occafion  for  the  Heflian  troops,  and  might  be  at . 
liberty  to  relinquilh  their  fervice,  on  certain  conditions  of  compeii fat icn  to 
be  made  to  the  Landgrave. 

*<  Refolved,  IV.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  t)iat,0n  the  x4thof  July 
f  79$ii  a  convention  was  concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of 

,    Pruflia^ 
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FniflU,  inr which  their  M^eftics  reciprocally promiicd toconfeiiui^io cm- 
ploy  thrir  rEijpis&ive  forces,  at  lar  as  their  cii  cumftances  would  pcnnit»  ia 
cairying  on  a  war  equaiiy  juft  aod  ncceflary. 

*<  RcTolted,  V.  That  it  appears  to  this  HooTey  that,  m  the  1 3d  of  Avfi^uH 
S793,  Lord  Hood  dechred  to  the  people  of  To«»lon».  th)it  he  had  no  other 
ti^w  than  thatof  roAoring  ptace  to  a  great  naticll,  upon  the  molt  juii.  libc^ 
tal,  and  honourable  tei  ms.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Toulon  did,  in  retu  n* 
declare,  that  it  was  their  unanimous  wiQi  to  a^lopt  a  Monarch  cal  Govern- 
nent,.  fuchas  it  waa  originnUy  fMoned  by  tbi  CoftJiitiujU.Affkmbly  ^  1 789  $ 
and  that  Lord  Hood,  by  his  Proclamation  of  the  18th  of  Auguli»  uccepted 
of  that  Declaration^  and  did  then  repeat  what  he  ha. I  already  declaied  lio  t)ie 
people,  of  the  South  of  France,  that  he  took  pofltiEan  of  .Toulon,  and  held 
it  in  truft  only  for  louii  the  XVlIth.** 

Here,  his  Grace  obferved)  that  it  was  unneceflary  for  him 
to  remind  their  Lord(hips»  that  it  was  the  firit  proof  which 
minifters  gdve,  through  their  agent,  Lord  Hood,  of  their  fixtd 
tntentioil  to  interfere  with  the  government  of  ^France.  That 
Houfe  had  acceded  to  that  propofal,  which  was  a  declaration  in 
favour  of  monarchy,  aa  explicit  and  unequivocal  as  any  that 
could  be  made  by  man.  The  Declaration  of  Lord  Hood,  it 
was  material  to  recolle£l  for  the  honour  of  the  country,  de- 
manded that  it  ihould  be  ciearly  feen  upon  what  principles  the 
Noble  Lord  a£ted,  what  terms  he  propofed,  and  into  what  en- 
gagements he  entered  on  behalf  of  his  Majefty.  It  was  a  iz€t 
recorded  in  the  Noble  Lord's  own  words  in  the  pancr  on  the 
table,  that  he  accepted  of  their  declaration  of  a  wiili  to  adopt 
a  monarchical  government,  fuchaaitwas  original. y  formed 
bf  the  Conftituent  Aflemblyj  and  that  he  declared  to  the 
people  of  the  South  of  France,  that  he  (hduld  prote£l  tbofe 
who  manifefted  their  fentiinenta,  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the 
Government  of  EnghNKt  to  the  honeft  and  unequivocal  maini- 
lenance  of  the  obje^  of  their  declaration.  The  invitation 
which  he  gave  to  we  people  of  the  South  of  France,  to  declare 
themfelves,  was  accepted  *,  the  people  in  confequence  did  re^ 

Cir  to  the  ftandard  which  he  had  ere£led ;  and  the  Noble 
)rd,  on  the  aSth  of  Auguft,  folemnly  accepted  of  their  de- 
claration \  and  thus  a  fpecific  ground  andobje^l  of  the  wat 
was  held  out  to  the  people  of  France,  and  the  faith  of  Great 
Britain  was  pledged  to  that  people  for  this  clear  and  fpecific 
obje£i  of  the  war. 

•*  Kefolvtd*  Vr.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houie,  that  the  cof.ftitntian,  to 
which  the  declaration  and  acceptance  ftated  in  the  preceding  Refolution  am 
applied,  was  the  fame  which  his  Majeliy*s  ArobalTKlor  at  the  Hagu.  d  cl»  in 
a  Memorial  prefentod  to  the  Sutes  General  of  the  1 5th  of  January  1793, 
<kfchbe  in  the  following^temis,  «iK.  **  It  is  not  quite  ibur  years  iii  ce 
«Bttain  mi&reantft^  aSlupang  the  name  of  phiioibphars^  have  pcfuined  to 
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think  thcmfelTet  capable  of  cftabliihing  a  new  fyfttm  of  civil  fociety  $  m 
order  to  realize  this  dreamy  the  offspring  of  vanity,  it  became  ncceflaiy  for 
them  to  orertum  and  deftroy  all  cftablifticd  notions  of  fabordiiiationy  of 
morals*  and  of  religion  ;**  and  that  this  defcription  was  applied  by  the  (aid 
Ambafl&dor  to  a  Government  with  which  his  Majefty  continued  to  trtal 
and  negotiate  from  its  iaftitution  in  1789,  to  its  difiblution  in  Augvft 
1791)  and  that  his  Majefty^s  Ambaflador  was  not  recalled  from  Paris 
until  that  Government  was  diflulved.** 

Their  Lordfhips,  his  Grace  remarked,  had  heard  thefe 
words  mentioned  before,  and  they  were  fuch,  he  prefumed, 
as  muft  excite  their  warmed' reprobation.  He  called  upon 
their  Lordfhips  to  6gure  to  themfclves,  and  confult  then-  own 
feelings,  if  fuch  words  were  uttered  bv  any  foreign  minifter 
againft  our  own  glorious  conftitution ;  if  fuch  calumnies  were 
indecently  levelled  againft  that,  would  they  not  be  received 
with  univerfal  and  merited  indignation  ?  On  this  occafion,  we 
muft  have  appeared  odious  in  the  eyes  of  that  nation*  By 
the  Memorial  prefented  to  the  States  General  on  the  a5th  of 
January  1793,  the  perfons  who  made  the  conftitution  which 
we  pledged  ourfelves  by  Lord  Hood's  declaration  to  aiSft  in 
re^ftabliihing,  were  defcribed  as  ^*  mifcreants,  afluming  the 
name  of  philofophers,''  and  which  was  reviled  as  the  offspring 
of  vanity  and  licentioufnefs.  He  was  furprifed  that  this  znA 
other  declarations  of  the  fame  kind  did  not  produce  indigna- 
tion and  abhorrence  in  every  one  of  their  LordfhipSy  as  a  con- 
dud  utterly  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  all  true  and 
legitimate  government,  and  particularly  fo,  of  a  government 
founded  on  the  bafis  of  liberty,  and  a  people  who  had  previ- 
oufly  exercifed  the  right  of  forming  a  government  for  them- 
fehres.  He  was  aftonifhed  that  any  mind,  capable  of  efti- 
mating  the  bleflings  of  independence,  did  not  revolt  from  the 
idea  of  dictating  to  another  mdependent  people  what  govern* 
ment  diey  fliould  chufe,  or  of  interfering  in  the  fettlement  of 
their  internal  concerns.  ^  the  moft  defpotic  minifter  of  the 
moft  defpotic  Sovereign  in  Europe  had  chofen  to  interfere  at 
the  time  of  the  happy  Revolution  of  Great  Britain,  and  had 
publiftied  fimilar  declarations  to  the  prefent,  he  afked  their 
Lordlhips  deliberately  to  confider  what  muft  have  been  the 
feelings  of  Engliflimen  on  the  occafion  i  Human  nature  was 
the  fame  in  fimilar  circumftances  every-where.  Animated 
with  the  defire  of  delivf^ing  themfelves  from  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
abjea  bondage,  they  would  naturally  have  contemplated  the 
interference  of  foreign  powers,  as  a  violation  of  their  rights, 
and  as  an  outrage  not  to  be  forgiven.  If  no  people  could 
endure  fuch  infult,  if  for  the  time  they  might  be  too  weak  to 
aiTert  atid  maintain  their  rights,  they  would  watch  for  a  more 

fttitAle 


Mat  36.]         WOODTALrS  PARUAMENTARY  REPORTS.  i^t. 

fiiitable  occafion  s  the  memory  of  the  z&  would  rankle  in  their 
breafts ;  they  would  treafure  it  as  a  fubjc£t  of  rooted  enmity, 
and  aa  a  juft  caufe  for  going  to  war  the  inftant  that  they  had 
the  mean6%  The  French  were  faid  to  be  the  original  declarery 
of  the  war,  and  it  was  called  upon  our  parts  a  defenfire  war* 
It  was  of  little  concern  who  were  the  firft  declarers,  in  com- 
parifon  of  who  were  the  firft  provokers ;  and  he  called  upon 
their  Lordihips  to  fay,  whether  the  French  could  truly  con* 
iider  this  country  as  their  friends,  and  whether  we  could  look 
back  to  thefe  preliminary  fteps  in  the  war  with  any  fatisfa£lio& 
to  ourfelves,  either  as  to  the  right,  the  moderation,  or  the 
policy  we  had  exercifed  ? 

*'  Rdblved,  VII.  That  it  ippeart  to  this  Houfc,  by  the  Declarstion  madt 
by  hit  M«jcfty*f  miniften,  and  dated  on  the  •9th  of  O&ahtr  1793^ 
*<  That  hit  Majefty  demands  only  of  France,  that  ibme  legitimate  and 
ftable  government  (hould  be  eftabliflied,  founded  on  the  acknowledged 
principles  of  univerial  juftice,  and  capable  of  maintaining  with  other 
powers  the  accuftomed  relations  of  union  and  peace}**  and  that  his  Majefty, 
in  treating  for  the  re»eftablifliment  of  general  tranqutility  with  fuch  a  Go- 
vernment, <*  wouU  propofe  none  other  than  equitable  and  moderate  condi- 
tions, not  fuch  as  the  czpcnces,  the  rifques,  and  the  facrifices  of  the  war 
might  juftify  )**  and  that  his  Majefty  hoped  to  find  in  the  other  powers  eii*^ 
gaged  with  him  in  the  rsiMMJf  caufe,  fentimcnts  and  views  peiie^Uy  con* 
formsbie  to  his  own,** 

The  next  Refolutions  referred  to  the  means  which  we  had 
taken«  and  to  the  co-operation  we  had  fecured  for  the  condu£b 
of  the  wan  His  Majefty,  his  Grace  faid,  by  the  feventh  de- 
claratton,  certainly  expeded  to  find  the  other  powers  at  war 
accord  in  thefe  fentimcnts ;  but  from  the  condu£l  of  the  other 
powers,  that  he  was  deceived  was  evident  from  their  mznim 
feftoes  and  declarations.  By  this  declaration  we  did  not  bind 
ourfelves  to  continue  the  war  till  the  reftoration  of  monarchy, 
but  had  faid  that  we  could  nbt  make  peace  till  a  ftable  goven>» 
mcnt  was  eftabliflied,  which  could  give  us  fecurity  that  peace 
/would  be  permanent.  With  regard  to  the  ftability  of  their 
government,  he  thought  no  man  could  anfwer  for  it ;  but, ' 
.with  regard  to  the  permanence  of  peace,  he  thought  any  man 
might  anfwer  for  it.  He  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  that  if  proper 
overtures  l^ere  made,  the  people  of  France  would  force  their 
government  to  make  peace,  and  he  had  as  little  doubt  that  the 
people  of  England  deGred  it. 

**  Relbhrcd»  VIII.  That  it  appears  to  this  HouTe^  that,  at  the  conmiencs- 
saent  of  the  war,  the  profecotion  of  it  was  confidered  by  his  Majefty,  as  m 
canie  of  gitural  amcem^  10  which  hit  Majefty  had  e^ery  retifim  to  ho|^ 
fat  the  cordial  co-operation  of  thofe  powers  who  were  united  with  his  Mi^ 
jefty  by  the  ties  of  alliance,  and  who  felt  an  intereft  in  the  ftme  caufe. 

Z  a  «« I^efolred, 
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*^  ReTMyed,  TX.  That  it  c9oet  nor  appear  to  tliit  RcN]f<r»  ttiae,  in  the  pro* 
l^ctft<on  of  the  warj  considered  hy  his  MajeRy  a«  a  eaufe  rf  t^enttmt  eome^rm^ 
and  as  a  common  caaifit  hi»  Majcfty  haa  received  that  €ord/jU  eo^eraikm 
tihich  we  were  led  to  expe6(  from  thofe  powers  who  were  united  with  him 
by  the  ties  of  alliance,  and  who  were  fuppofed  to  feel  an  intereft  in  the  fantf  ' 
caaff^. 

•  **  Kcfolredi  X.  That,  on  a  reriew  of  the  condnfl  of  the  f  veral  powers  of 
Europe,  from  whcm,  if  the  cante  was  common^  and  If  the  concern  was  gt* 
neraly  luch  cordial  co-tptration  might  have  been  expeAed,  it  appears  ro 
this  ^'oufe,  that  many  of  tnofe  powers  h^re  not  co*operated  with  his  Ma- 
Jeli^  ;  th;it  the  Emprefs  of  RuiTu  has  not  contributed  in  any  ihape  to  I  ha 
fnpport  ot  cb»i  common  caufe }  that  the  Crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark 
ii;>ve  un>'ed  to  fapport  their  neutrality,  and  to  defend  themfdves  agatnft 
|my  attempt  to  force  them  to  tak«  part  in  this  common  caufe;  that  Poland 
ianeithei  able  nor  indinetl  to  take  part  irt  it;  chat  Switzerland  and  Vetuct 
are  neutral i  that  ibs  King  of  Sardinia  has  required  and  obtaioed  a  fuhfi-'y 
iirom  Gnat  Britain^  to  enable  him  to  a£i  even  on  the  deleniive;  that  tlit 
JL.n%  of  the  Two  Sicilie<,  profefling  to  make:  a  common  caufe  with  his  Ma« 
jefty  in  the  war  againft  France,  i&  bjuad  to  it  by  nothing  but  bis  own 
judgment,  m  tbi  courfe  ofrvniij  which  majf  occur^  and  that  he  i«  at  liberty 
tto abandon  th  common  caifc  vjhtnrvfr  hi  JbaU judge  that  he canmA awf 
hnger  luith  ju/ug  ami  digni^  contmuf  tbi  *wari  that  the  efforts  of  Spaia 
«nd  Poriugal  hare  been  compietely  intff<^ual/*  ' 

Here  the  Noble  Duke  faid,  in  fupport  of  this  Rcfolution,  it 
was  fcarccly  ncccffary  for  him  to  call  their  Lordlhips'  attention 
4o  the  conduct  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who  had  a^ually  en* 
gaged  in  the  alliance,  but  had  rendered  no  affiftance  whatever. 
She  had  promifedi  it  was  true,  a  liberal  aid  ;  but,  after  (he 
tiad  encouraged  the  allies  to  engage  in  their  prefent  unfortu- 
^ate  project,  (he  remained  a  filent  fpe£lator,  and  without 
'participating  in  a  (ingle  misfortune..  It  had  been  faid,  that 
'England  had  armed  in  the  conmion  caufe  of  all  nations ;  but 
this  was  a  weak  pofition,  and  fctfrcely  deferring  of  refutation. 

'  If  minifters  would,  however,  perfift  in  its  being  a  common 
'^aufe,  he  would  tell  them  what  they  too  well  knew,  that 
cAmerica,  Sweden,  and  Dennrark,  were  neutral  in  the  bu* 
%nefs;  Poland  could  .not,  nor  would  even  if  flie  could,  affift. 
The  King  of  Naples  had  a  faving  claufe  in  his  treaty  with  thii 
country,  by  which  he  could  withdraw  from  the  war  whencYcr 
he  pleafedi  whether  it  pleafed  us  or  not.  Venice  and  Genoa 
woulfl  not  engage  in  the.conteft. .  The  King  of  Sardinia  wa^ 

.  itibfidized  for  preferving  his  own  dominions  from  the  ineur- 
fions  of  the  French ;  and  the  affiftance  given  bj  Spain  and 
f^orrugal  was  incffe^uai.  How  then  could  minifters  prefumt 
to  call  that  a  common  caufe  in  which  many  were  neutral  t 
|lloft  were  forced  im«  the  oonf^eiacj}  and  the  remainder* 

he 
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lie  believed)  wtve  now  completely  tired  of  the  bufinefs.  If 
any  argument  were  noceflary  to  enforce  this  truth,  he  wouU 
«equeft  their  Lordfiiips  to  look  to  the  condu£k  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  He  was  the  firft  to  declare,  war  againft  France,  and» 
by  the  convention  of  1793^  ^'^  hound  hitnfelf  to  purfue  the 
war  as  a  principal,  which  he  did,  until  his  famous  declaratioa 
of  April  1794)  when  his  Britannic  Majefty  was  obliged  to 
grant  him  an  exorbitant  fubfidy«  the  mod  exorbitant  the  coun* 
try  ever  experienced,  to  induce  him  to  a£i  even  as  an  auxiliary* 
in  that  cau(e  in  which  he  was  the  firft  to  embark.  The  fub» 
iidy  which  we  had  been  drawn  in  to  give  htm,  nearly  double 
t>f  what  was  ever  paid  to  any  foreign  power,  therefore  waa 
evidently  extorted  from  us  by  (omething  like  a  threat  upon  hit 
part  of  withdrawing  from  the  war.     As  the  war  had  been 

J  renounced  the  common  caufe  of  all  civilized  ftates,  was  nott 
e  afted>  the  Emperor  as  much  bound  as  this  kingdom  to  con* 

r  trib&te  to  the  expence,  the  falvation  of  whofe  country,  it  had 

been  aflerted,  depended  on  the  de(lru£tion  of  France  ?  Pre* 
vious  to  the  fubfidizing  of  Prullia,  we  had  heard  the  Court  of 
Berlin  declaim  againft  French  principles ;  principles  which  it 
faid  would  promote  anarchy,  and  overturn  all  government. 

^  The  King^  however,  (aw  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  expreffions, 

and,  regardlefs  of  the  confcquence,  he  threatened  to  retire 
from  the  war,  and  England  became  the  dupe  of  his  conduft. 
Thus  might  we  in  the  end  be  obliged  to  bear  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  the  war ;  and  he  appealed  to  their  Ix>Td(hips  whether 

^  we  were  either  prepared  or  able  to  fuftain  fuch  a  burden  ? 

Viewing,  therefore,  the  difcordance,  the  inequality,  exertion* 
and  the  wafted  ftatc  of  the  allies,  together  with  the  fruitlefs 
attempts  already  made,  and  ftill  making,  he  thought  the  obje£k 

)  of  the  war  both  unattainable,  and  pregnant,  iu  its  confe* 

4)uences,  with  the  moft  big  and  awful  calamities  to  this  coun- 
try. From  thefe  reafons  it  was,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  endeavour  to  avef t  misfortune  from  his  country,  by  moving 
the  refolutions  which  he  had  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  their 
Lordfhips.  What  muft  people  think  of  a  kingdom  that  can 
z6t  thus  abfurdly  ?  What  muft  they  fay  ?  but  that  we  were  a 
fooltih  and  unthinking  nation,  ready  to  purchafe  the  afliftance 
•of  Pruffia  (who  had  no.objedion  to  enlift  as  a  mercenary  in 

I  this  cmfade)  at  any  price,  and  throw  away  the  treafures  of 

r*  the  country  on  every  chimerical  occafion  that  offered  ?   How 

cculd  we  reconcile  the  inconfifteqcy  of  our  conduct  to  the 
pec  pie  of  England  ?  a  people  friendly  to  liberty,  and,  adverfe 
to  oppreffion«    How  could  we  look  on  with  a  degree  of  unjuf* 
tifiable  apathy,  and  behold  a  patriotic  prince  expending  his  ^ 
treafuxes  in  lupport  of  the  liberties  of  Poland,  witliout  ruih- 
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frcurCTt  it  BOW  Mtiimble.  and  wmj  be  (ccoffvd,  provided  dnt^  on  om 
fidr»  the  Frrncb  AaU  be  oonteot  with  tbt  pcflcfign  aad  ia&ty  of  their  owa 
countty*  and  that  we^  on  the  oihcr,  (hall  adhere  to  the  principle  of  joft^c* 
nod  policy.  To  oftra  drclarrd  by  hit  Majefty*  and  avowrd  by  hit  mtntden, 
of  mm/nrmfy  ahpmmmgjrom  mtf  mUffennct  wth  rej^d  U  tbi  iatenud  ^ 
f.  irs  of  Frmut. 

**  RcTolTcd,  XIIT.  Thatititthediity  of  hitMajeft)*i  miniflcrt  to  avail 
themftlvrs  of  the  prrfirnt  circuniilaDcet  of  the  war,  and  to  promote  a  pacific 
cation  by  every  meant  in  their  power,  by  propf^fing  to  Fiance  equitable  and 
moderate  conditions,  and,  above  all  thingt,  by  ahjlammf/hm  at^  mter* 
Jertiue  in  thi  mterami  afairs  efFnutce. 

*'  Refolvcd,  XIV.  That  it  it  the  opinion  of  tbii  Houft,  that  in  every  poffi- 
ble  cale,  it  it  eqtially  defirable  that  hit  Majefty  /hould  make  an  explicit  de- 
claration of  hit  views.  If  i(  is  the  intention  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
government  of  France,  nothing  can  contribute  Co  much  to  advance  a  aego* 
ciation  with  thole  who  now  excrciA:  the  power  of  governntent  in  that  coun- 
tiy,  as  fuch  a  declaration  foltmnly  and  explicitly  made.  If,  oq  the  other 
liand,  it  is  intern^  to  interfere,  it  it  highly  cflcntial  to  make  the  degree  of 
snteriercnce  precifely  known,  to  induce  fuch  parts  of  the  French  nat>on  aa 
nre  diflfatitfied  with  the  prclcnt  government,  to  unite  and  exert  thcmfelvea. 
vrlth  fatitfaftion  andfecurity.*' 

Thefe  Rcfolutiona,  tbe  Duke  faid,  refcrrtd  to  the  objeA  of 
die  war  as  it  was  originally  profeffed  on  our  Gde,  namely,  the 
reftoration  of  peace  on  terms  of  permanent  fecurity.  Thic 
had  been  the  firft  declared  intention  of  this  country  in  the  war* 
It  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  our  uniform  objed ;  and  this,  in 
hts  mind,  could  only  be  obtained  by  propofing  to  France 
eauitable  and  moderate  conditions*  Above  all,  as  the  means 
of  coming  to  a  proper  underftanding,  a  precife  and  direA  de- 
claration (hould  be.  made,  folemnly  and  explicitly  dating  chit 
objcAs  that  we  had  in  view,  and  thus  finally  to  clear  away  all 
the  mifundtrftandings  to  which  our  former  condu£l  had  given 
rife  during  the  war.  Their  Lordfliips  would  perceive  that 
thefe  Refolutions  were  generally  declarations  of  faAs>  recorded 
on  their  Journals,  or  taken  from  public  papers,  which  had 
been  laid  upon  their  cable. 

Having  thus  gone  through  his  ftring  of  Resolutions,  his 
Grace  called  upon  their  Lordlhips  to  cbferve,  that,  drawn  as 
they  were  from  the  ofTicial  documents  on  the  table,  and  briefly 
recapitulating  the  declarations  that  had  been  made  from  time 
to  time,  they  prcfented  to  the  attentive  mind  various  important 
contradictions — contradidions  with  regard  to  our  objed^ 
contradictions  with  regard  to  our  allies,  and  to  the  means 
which  we  had  for  the  purfuit  of  the  war.  He  had  faithfully 
copied  them  from  thofe  documents,  and  he  was  miftakcn  if 
they  ought  not  to  have  a  ferious  influence  on  their  Xiordlhipa^ 
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'tB  to  tbe  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  them.  His  Gracd 
ihewed,  from  the  colle^iion  of  ftate  papers,  that  the  Prince  of 

*^6axe  Cobourg,  in  April  1793*  had  joined  with  Dumourier  in 
an  avowed  attiempt  to  reftore  ^e  conAitution  of  I785>,  though 
it  was  that  conftitUtion  againft  which  the  war  had  been 
begun.  The  proclamation  of  Saxe  Cobourg  was  dated  oil 
the  cth  of  April,  and,  aniong  many  other  profeffionsi  ftated^ 
that, 

«  If  General  Dumourldr  (hall  defirc  it,  the  Prince  of  Saxe 
Cobourg  will  join  a  part  of  his  troops,  or  all  his  arttiy,  to  tl)^ 
French  army,  to  co-operate  as  friends  and  brochefs  in  arms^ 
^ivorthy  of  reciprocal  efteem ;  to  give  to  France  hct*  conftitu** 
tlonal  King,  the  (ionftittition  {he  had  formed  for  herfelf,  and 
of  courfe  to  re£lif^  it,  if  the  natioil  (hall  find  it  imperfe£l} 
atid  to  revive  in  France,  as  well  as  all  the  reft  of  Europe^ 

'  peace,  confidence,  tranquillity,  and  happinefsi  He  declares* 
in  Coiifequence,  upon  his  v>ora  of  honour"  alfo^  that  he  will  not 
come  upon  the  French  territory  to  make  conquefts)  hit  foMy 
and  truly  for  the  end  aho^Jpectfied.^ 

This  proclamation  the  Duke  op^ofed  to  that  of  the  fame 
Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  dated  from  his  head  quarters  at 
Mons,  in  four  (hort  days  after,  vit.  on  the  yth  of  Aprils 
wherein  he  totally  revokes  and  annuls  all  that  he  had  antecedently 
declared^  by  the  diredlion,  as  it  is  ftt|)pofed,  of  the  Auftrian 
cabinet.  Though  he  had  thus  ajjain  declared  againft  the  con«* 
ftrtution  of  1785;,  it  did  not  appear,  however,  that  all  the 
allies  who  were  do-operatirtg  with  him  were  of  the  fotne  fcnti- 
ment}  for,  a  fei*r  months  afterwards^  Lord  Hood  confented 
to  fupport  the  Touloncfe,  in  teftoring  monarchy  atld  that  very 
conftitution.  General  Wurmfer,  who,  on  Dumourier's  dc-* 
fe3ion,  had  called  his  '^  tfaci  caufe  of  the  conftitution  of  17899 
the  good  caufe,*'  had  again,  in  a  few  months  after  Lord 
Hood's  declaration,  refufed  not  only  to  contend  fot  that  con- 
ftitution, but  had  likewife  refufed  to  hold  places  in  Alface  for 
Louis  XVn.  and  had  idfifted  that  his  conqucfts  on  the  Rhine 
{hould  be  reftorcd  to  the  German  empire. 

With  tcgard,  more  particularly,  to  the  condudl  of  Great 
Britain,  it  had,  if  pomble,  been  more  inconfifteilt  than  that 
of  any  other  of  the  allies.  This  was  originally  profcfled  to  be 
a  war  of  defence  on  our  partj  but  when  the  French  were 
driven  from  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  into  their  owji  territo^ 
ries,  the  war  was  ftill  pUrfucd  with  increafed  eagernefs^ 
though  the  objed  of  it  had  changed,  and  it  had  become  a  war 
of  offence..  Vve  had  affifted  Auftria  to  niake  conquefts  fof 
herfelf,  while  we  had  not  only  takcn-pofleflion  of  fome  of  tlie 
Vol.  IV.  A  a  French 


t7t  WOODTALL^S  FiUULUlflMTA&Y  MPORTSi         [U»lrf« 

French  colonies  for  onrfelves,  but  had  alfo  (hewn  a  dcfire  of 
gaining  (bmething  in  Europe* 

He  would  not  u j  much  of  the  proceectiogs  before  wc  inter- 
fered in  the  war}  the  rife  of  the  Fmch  revolucion  had  been 
fo  often  a  fubjed  of  difcui&on  in  that  UoQfe»  chat  it  was  cer- 
tain! j  unneccflarj  for  him  to  dwell  upon  it.  To  whatever 
other  caufes  it  might  be  aiSgned,  it  was  chiefly  to  be  afcribed, 
in  his  opinion,  to  the  part  which  France  took  in  die  American 
war.  It  originated  with  the  men  who  were  fent  to  the  conti- 
.  sient  of  America  to  af&ft  that  people  in  their  ftniggie  with  ns. 
There  they  imbibed  the  principles  of  freedom  $  there  they 
firft  drank  at  the  delicious  fountain  of  independence ;  andy 
elated  with  the  profpcrous  iflue  of  that  ftruggle,  they  returned, 
burnine  with  an  enthufiaftic  ardour  for  the  deliverance  of  their 
native  land.  Soon  after  the  monarch  met  his  people.  By  all 
the  accounts  that  he  had  ever  heard^  he  was  good  and  benefit 
cent}  he  was  eager  for  the  welfare  of  his  peoplCt  and  he 
honeftly  wiflied  to  favour  a  melioration  of  their  condition.  It 
was  not  wonderful  that  men,  attached  to  ancient  prejudices, 
and  bred  under  the  ancient  fyftemi  Ihould  be  prone  td  take 
alarm  at  the  reforms  which  were  introduced:  In  {z6t,  they 
were  too  prone,  and  relinquiihed  their  country,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  a  temperate  reform.  Tet  the  revolution  proceeded 
for  fome  time  with  unexampled  quiet :  Probably  a  revolution 
never  had  been  brought  about  with  fo  little  Uoodihed ;  and  it 
was  a  memorable  faa,  that  for  a  confiderable  time  the  country 
remained  in  a  ftate  of  great  order,  fecurityi  and  peace.  Specu- 
lative men  afterwards  attempted  to  form  a  fyftem  too  pure  for 
the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety.  Stiil,  though  its  theones  were 
too  perfe£l  and  fixie  for  the  condition  of  men  at  this  day,  yet 
praAice  would  have  foftened  down  thofe  theories,  and  would 
have  made  it  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  and  grand  ftruc- 
tures  that  was  ever  formed  by  man.  This,  however,  was  an 
idea  which  he  knew  would  be  fcouted  by  thofe  who  thought 
that  no  man  could  be  happy  who  did  not  live  by  the  will  of 
another.  While  employed  on  this  great  and  important  woi«:» 
they  certainly  manifefted  no  hoftility  to  other  nations ;  they 
propagated  no  do£i:rines  injurious  to  the  peace  or  fafety  of 
other  powers  (  and,  unlefs  fome  trifling  and  infignificant  dif- 
putes  about  boundaries,  nothing  happened  that  could  be  faid 
juftly  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  other  nations.  Two  of  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  however,  the  principles  of  whofc  govern- 
ment were  purely  defpotic,  affeftcd  to  fee  the  progrcfs  of  this^ 
revolution  with  alarm.  They  thought  it  was  impoillble  for 
men  to  be  happy»  who  governed  themfelves  by  rules  of  a£tion 
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agreed  on  by  themfelves ;  and  having  the  foundations  of  thdr 
oro^n  power  laid  npon  undifputed  delpotifm,  they  affeded  to 
fte,  with  Jealonfy  and  dread,  the  eftablifliment  of  a  govem- 
nient  on  the  more  ration«l  principles  of  liberty  and  freedom. 
They  laid  the  foundation  of  all  that  has  followed;  they  begun 
the  career  into  which  we  and  other  nations  had  been  brought ; 
and  to  them  pofteritv  will  look  for  all  the  horrors  that  have 
followed.  The  conftitution  of  1789  was  formed  by  men  of 
the  firft  rank,  both  in  difttn^on  and  talents  $  their  motives 
were  pure,  and  their  end  was  laudable;  they  followed  the 
nobleft  examples  of  hiftory ;  they  were  eager  to  deliver  their 
country  from  defpotifm,  but  they  were  a£luated  by  the  pureft 
loyalty  to  their  fovereign,  and  refped  for  civil  rights.  How 
had  tnefe  men  been  received  in  foreign  countries  f  He  bluihed 
to  think  .what  outrages  had  been  committed  on  thefe  perfons^ 
on  Monfieur  la  Favette  in  particular,  who  profeflediv  retired 
from  France  becaule  he  would  not  facrifice  his  loyalty  to  his 
King,  When  he  found  his  efforts  not  only  ineffe£lual,  but 
attended  with  great  perfonal  danger,  he  fled  into  a  neutral 
country,  in  the  full  convi£lion  of  finding  the  laws  of  nations 
dbferved  by  thofe  who  profefled  to  be  warring  for  reafon,  reli- 
gion, order,  equity,  andjuftice,  andofpafling  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  tranquillity.  The  laws  of  nations  had,  how- 
ever, been  openly  violated  by  the  powers  at  war  with  France. 
The  treachery  which  M.  dc  la  Fayette  experienced  from  per- 
fons  profef&ng  themfehres  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  humanity, 
was  mch  as  muft  difguft  every  gentleman  of  feeling.  He  who 
ventured  his  exiftence  to  fave  the  life  of  his  unfortunate  Sove- 
reign, had  been  arrefted  like  a  common  felon,  with  his  friend,  and 
dragged  the  Lord  know  where.  They  had  no  rig^ht  to  difpute  the 
veracity  of  Monfieur  la  Fayette,  for  his  whole  life  was  an  illu& 
tration  of  truth,  difintereftednefs,  and  honour.  Yet  though 
retiring'  the  vidim-  of  loyalty,  he  was  doomed  to  dungeon 
after  dungeon,  and  was  at  length  transferred  from  a  Pruffian 
to  fome  Auftrian  dungeon  and  hofpital.  Whether  dungeon  or 
Kofpital,  it  was,  indeed,  the  fame  thing ;  in  his  perfon  liberty 
was  thus  wounded  in  the  mod  outrageous  manner.  The  fpirit  of 
liberty,  that  ftill  glowed  in  every  Engliihman's  breaft,  his  Grace 
fatdv  muft  reprobate  his  perfecutors  and  opprefibrs,  while  M.  de 
U  Fayette*s  name  would  live  in  the  brighteft  page  pf  hiftory, 
and  be  tranfmitted  down  to  the  lateft  pofteritv,  pure  and  un- 
fullted,  and  pofterity  would  do  juftice  to  his  charaAer,  That 
there  was  much  to  blame  in  the  fyftem  of  liberty  firft  adopted  in 
!France,  much  to  correct,  much  to  alter,  was  certain^  What 
^  work,  however,  was  a  fyftem  of  government }  and  how  im- 
^ilible  was  it,  that  human  wifdom  could  make  it  pci^fcfl  in  a 
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day!  Subfeqneiit  to  the  King's  death,  everj  fpedes  off  horror^  ~ 
to  which  humanity  oould  be  fubje&ed,  had  pafled  on  the  de- 
voted fcene  of  Fiance.  Their  Lord(hip$*  hearts  had  been  oftea 
torn  with  the  mebincholy  recital  I  Noble  Lords  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  dwell  with  eoiphafis  on  the  ihocking  events  that 
crowded  on  one  another,  and  that  filled  every  bo(bm  with 
horror,  indignation,  pity,  and  difguft,  as  the  feelings  werp 
roufcd  againft  the  tyrants,   or  turned  towards  the  vi^ims. 
But ,  had  not  the  allied  powers  ui^ed  them  on  to  all  thefe 
favage  aAs?   Had  they  not  been  prefled  on  from  cruelty  to 
cruelty,  from  murder  to  murder,  goaded,  hunted,  fet  upon  liko 
beads  of  prey,  and  rendered  defperate  in  the  toils  ?    Had  they 
not  uueht  them,  that  nothing  but  their  extermination  would 
fatisfy  the  courts  of  Europe  ?   Had  they  not  made  a  folemn 
declaration  againft  their  lives,   that  nothing  but  their  blood 
could  give  fecurity  to  Europe  ?    And  having  thus  demanded^ 
in  the  face  of  France,  the  lives  of  their  leaders,  the  men  who 
had  given  to  them,  however  they  might  at  prefent  exerciie  it^ 
the  fweets  of  liberty,  could  it  be  expe£led  that  they  woi^ld 
deliver  up  their  leaders,  or  ftand  by,  and  tamely  fee  them  tom 
from  their  fides  f   How  abfurd,  he  remarked,  it  was  to  f«pv 
pofe  that  people  would  facrifice  their  leaders,  to  humour  the 
caprice  of  their  enemies,  when  they  had  no  fixed  plan,  whea 
no  fpecific  oh]t£t  had  been  declared !    As  long  s^s  this  was  the 
cafe,  there  was  no  profpe£k  but  eternal  war.    To  deftroy  the 
ffovernment  (continued his  Grace)  you  muft  deftroy  the  French 
iyftem,  you  muft  deftroy  French  principles,  you  muft  deftroy 
tne  people  |    and  he  entreated  the  impartial  opinion  of  their 
jLordfliips,  whether,  judging  from  all  that  had  paflcd,  and 
from  all  that  was  paillng,  fuch  an  expeftation  could  be  entert 
tained  by  any  rcafonable  man.     "  My  Lords  (faid  the  Dukek 
let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,  let  us  not  be  made  the  dupes  o( 
our  own  decIaiiA«ition ;    before  we  bring  thefe  people  to  the 
tribunal  of  juftice,  let  us  be  fure  that  our  own  hearts  -are  free 
from  the  crimes  that  we  affeft  to  abhor  j  let  us  be  fure  that  we 
have  not  created  the  fury  which  has  produced  ihefe  horrors  \ 
and  let  us  coolly  and  deliberately  inquire,  as  friends  of  that 
humanity  which  is  fo  inccflantly  our  theme,  if  we  fliould  not 
bettci  promote  the  objeft  of  rcftoring  France  to  the  happinefs 
of  order,  tranquillity,  and  government,  if,  inftead  of  render- 
ing its  leaders  furious  and  defperate,  we  were  to  make  a  fpOr 
cine  declaration,  tl\at  we  had  no  defire  of  interfering  in  their 
domeftic  concerns,  and  did  not  prefume  to  arrogate  to  our« 
felves  the  right  to  didate  what  (hould  be  their  government,  or 
who  fliouJd  be  their  governors." 
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It  was  tbe  friends  of  defpotifm  in  France,  he  inCfted,  who 
laid  the  foundation  of  every  horror  that  fucceeded  the  revolu* 
tion.    It  was  to  them  that  all  the  maflacresmuff  he  attributed, 
that  all  men  muft  deplore.    It  was  they  who  inftru^ied  the 
people  to  diftnift  a  good  and  humane  King,  who,  they  made 
them  believe,  was  fo  (hackled  by  his  Nobility,  and  fo  wrapt  ia 
old  prejudices,  that  he  could  not  fulfil  what  a  momentary  ex- 
pediency obliged  him  to  £rant  to  his  people.     The  condu£l 
ctf  the  allies  confpired  with  other  caufes  to  brine  about  a  fecond 
Kvolution ;    and  the  allies  excited  many  of  thofe  honrofs 
which  their  Lord(hips  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reprobating. 
'  The  Duke  next  proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the  arguments  which 
were  urged  in  favour  of  the  war  from  the  ftate  of  things  in  this 
country.    It  was  faid,  that  we  went  to  war  to  prevent  the  in<- 
itrodu£lion  of  Jacobin  principles  into  England.    How  it  was. 
poflible  to  prevent  the  introdu£tion  of  principles  he  could  not 
<afily  perceive.    That  it  could  be  poflible  to  prevent  the  intro- 
dtt£lion  of  Jacobins,  was  certain.    What  bax3  of  bolts,  what 
engineering  or  artillery,  could  prevent  the  inroad  of  principles^ 
he  knew  not.    'this  was  not  a  country  to  be  invaded  by  doc- 
trines contrary  to  human  reafon:  Sentiments  favouraole  to 
liberty,  he  thanked  God,  were  not  new  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land ;  fentiments  that  cheriihed  licentioufneis  would  be  re- 
ceived by  no  people  who  were  not  under  the  torture  of  oppref- 
fion  \  it  was  only  when  the  mind  was  fuffering  from  defpotifm 
that  it  was  driven  to  defperate  courfes  \  the  trueft  and  moft 
fecure  barrier  againft  licencioufnefs  was  a  rational  fyftcm  of  free* 
'dom.     What  had  produced  all  the  intemperance  of  thofe  doc- 
trines which  were  defined  by  the  term  o/ Jacobinifm,  but  the 
fyftem  of  oppreflion  arid  tyranny  under  which  the  people  of 
France  had  formerly  been  darned  to  live  ?  What  were  the 
means  of  preventing  fimila;  doctrines  from  taking  root  in  the 
breads  of  Engliflimen  ?  The  fecurin'g  to  them  the  enjoyment 
of  the  privileges  derived  from  the  conftitution.   *^  Let  us  then^ 
my  Lords  (faid  the  Duke),  look  at  home,  inftead  of  declaiming 
againft  the  French ;  let  us  take  care  that  we  are  not,  by  rain 
experiments  qn  the  temper  of  the  people,  laying  the  feeds  oC 
difcontent  and  diforder.     It  is  a  melancholy  confideration. 
that  the  alarm  which  has  been  fo  induftrioufly  fpread  againft 
French  principles,  has  been  the  preface  to  punning  Pencil 

Srinciples  ourfelves.  We  are  daily  breaking  through  thofe 
rong  fences  that  give  confidence  to  the  minds  of  Englifli^ 
men,  and  that  have  taught  them  to  be  proud  of  the  fyfteni 
under  which  they  live ;  that  reverence  tor  the  conftitution^ 
which  is  the  fource  both  of  obedience  and  energy,  is  dailf 
4iminiihcd  b^  the  ftiata|;cms  to  vhicb  refort  hsa  been  had. 
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and  by  the  nlh  and  riolcnt  meafurts  which  have  been  adopted* 
Lode  at  the  laws  which  haTc  been  made  fince  this  alarm  was 
dkcited,  and  fee  if  they  are  calculated  to  endear  Engliflimcn  to 
their  native  land  ?  When  laws  are  made,  or  when  laws  are 
lepealcd,  by  the  three  branches  of  the  Legiflatnre,  they  ought 
to  be  fo  done  upon  mature  deliberation.  The  neceflity  ought 
to  be  made  manifeft  to  the  world;  there  ought  not  only  to  be 
no  juggling,  no  trick,  no  delufion  pradifec^  but  there  ought 
to  be  no  appearance  of  precipitation ;  there  ought  to  be  none 
of  that  hafte  which  can  ftamp  a  ftatute  with  the  charader  of 
ralhnefs.  My  Lords. (added  his  Grace)  I  recommend  to  you 
to  reflect  on  your  late  a&s,  and  fubje£l  them  to  this  teft.  In 
the  firft  place.  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  the  year 
before  laft  on  a  falfe  pretext.  Your  Lordfliips  will  always 
recoiled,  that,  in  fpeaking  of  the  z€ts  of  Government,  I  fpeak 
of  them  as  the  a£bs  of  minifters.  The  law  required,  to  the 
fummoning  of  a  Parliament  on  fuch  fliort  notice,  that  there 
ihould  be  either  an  infurredion,  or  a  threatened  invafion; 
lliere  was  no  invafion,  and  thus  Parliament  was  fummoned 
.together  a^ainft  law.  There  was  no  infurre£lion,  for  minif- 
ters had  not  found  a  finglc  public  or  private  traitor  to  bring  to 
trial.  Here,  then,  was  an  z€t  of  Government  in  d\Te£3t  c6n* 
tradi£lion  of  pofitive  law ;  and  the  more  clofely  the  matter 
was  examined,  the  more  it  would  be  found  that  minifters  had 

{one  great  lengths.  The  next  breach  of  law  was  in  a  body  of 
leffian  troops  being  kept  in  this  country.''  iLord  Grenvilb^ 
and  other  Lords,  faid  the  Heflian  troops  were  gonp].  The 
Noble  Duke  faid  it  was  of  no  importance  to  his  argument, 
whether  thefe  foreign  troops  were  ftili  here,  or  whether  they 
had  been  at  length  withdrawn.  Miniifers  might  be  tired  of 
infnnging  the  law  of  the  laW,  but  they  had  innringed  itj  they 
had  broueht  them  here,  they  had  kept  them  here,  againft  the 
Icnown  fpiritof  the  Engliih  conftitution. 

The  next  thing  that  he  ihould  mention  might,  perhaps,  his 
Grace  (aid,  be  thoueht  trivial  by  fome  perfons}  but  every 
man,  who  obferved  the  progrefs  of  human  afiairs  accurately, 
knew  that,  from  things  feemingly  trivial  in  themfelves,  efieAs 
often  flowed,  which  led  to  dreadful  confequences.  When 
once  a  foundation  was  laid  for  error,  however  trivial  the  firft 
ftep  might  be,  the  bewildered  mind  was  eafily  led  on  from 
gradation  to  gradation,  and  every  ftep  was  more  important 
than  the  former/  The  matter  .to^which  he  alluded  had  hap« 
pened  but  four  days  ago.  Their  Lordfliips,  in  dlre£^  violation 
«f  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe,  had  proceeded  to  pafs 
through  a  mod  important  Bill  in  one  day.  The  wifdom  of 
their  anceftors  had  laid  it  down  as  a  lafting  rule,  that  no  fuch 

precipi* 
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precipitation  ihould  be  pni£lifed.  How  eflential  it  was  to  the 
welP-being  of  fociety,  to  the  dignity  as  well  as  to  the  effe£^  of 
their  j^oceedings,  that  this  rule  ihould  be  ftridly  obferved,  he 
needed  not  to  fay ;  but  becaufe  it  was  found  that  it  had  once 
been  riolated  before,  their  Lordfhips  chofe  to  break  it  agaix). 
One  breach  of  order  was  to  juftifv  another  breach;  and  thu3 
the  people  at  large  were  taught  to  Delieve,  that  all  their  boafted' 
Tefpe£l  for  principles  was  affc£tation,  and  that  they  had  no 
fcruple  in  departing  from  the  moft  eftablifhed  ruleSf  when  it 
happened  to  accommodate  a  prcfent  occafion.  He  thought  it 
his  duty  to  point  out  thefe  fads  to  their  Itordfliips,  as  tending 
to  implant  on  the  minds  of  men  a  feeling  unfavourable  to  that 
order,  obedience,  reverence  for  the  conftitucion,and  abhorrenoe 
of  change,  which  it  was  fo  much  the  faihion  to  profefs  to  pro-^ 

J)agate.  Thefe  h€ts  were  calculated  to  inculcate  in  every  ob- 
ervant  mind  the  idea,  that  while  we  were  railing  at  French 
do£lrines,  we  did  not  difdain  to  purfue  them ;  that  we  held  in 
contempt  both  the  voice  of  reafon  and  the  voice  of  the  people  ; 
and  that,  in  utter  defiance  of  all  deliberative  wifdom,  every 
thin^  was  made  to  give  way  to  the  imperious  vote  of  an  over- 
bearmg  majority. 

Another  meafure,  that  had  been  too  fuocefsfully  purfuedy 
bad  tended  not  lefs  to  engender  difcontent,  animofity,  and  dif- 
order.  The  aiTociation  of  placemen  and  penfioners,  which 
bred  and  fofteredfwarms  of  feies  and  informers,  was  fo  oppo- 
fite  to  the  eenuine  fyftem  of  the  Britifli  Government,  fo  de- 
teftableto  the  frank  hearts  and  candid  minds  of  £ngli(hmeo» 
lb  deftruAive  of  the  opennefs,  generofity«  truth,  and  freedom 
of  the  national  chandler,  that  it  was  a  meafure  of  the  grofleft; 
impolicy.  That  men  ihould  be  appointed  to  watch  over  the 
levities  of  converfation,  the  unguarded  moments  of  convivia^ 
lity,  and  to  treafure  up  and  give  information  of  perhaps  the 
hafty  expreifions  of  paffion,  excited  by  the  irkfome  penalties  of 
revenue  laws,  or  by  the  ffufierings  which  the  burdens  of 
thefe  very  wars  have  brought  upon  induftry  (paffion  excited 
perhaps  bv  the  perfon's  having  loft  his  all),  his  furniture,  his 
tools,  pernaps,  taken  to  fatisf  y  the  taxes  brought  upon  him  by 
the  increaiing  burdens  of  the  Sute ;  and  for  thefe  expreflions 
of  momentanr  palEon,^wrung  from  him  by  agony,  that  pcribns 
of  this  kind  ihould  be  ^dragged  into  a  court  of  jufticc^was  a 
horror  at  which  the  heart  of  a  free  man  muft  revolt.  Thank 
God,  the  horror  went  no  further.  They  had  been  brought 
into  courts  of  juftice  indeed,  but,  in  general,  the  proper  feel- 
ings of  their  fellow-citizen3  had  urged  them  to  2€t  as  became 
Enslilhmen;  they  had,  in  generaK  acquitted  t!iem ;  and  by 
their  verdi^  of  Not'-gullty^  had  given  the  moft  unequivocal 

rebuke 
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rebuke  to  the  oppreiSon  of  fuch  a  cliarge.  But  wlijit  muft  He 
Ae. emotion  raifed  in  the  breafts  of  that  Very  jury,  wh^n  even 
Aeir  verdift  was  not  fufficient  to  ghre  deliverance  to  the  objeA 
'  of  perfecution  ;  and  when  they  found  that  the  prifoner  was 
not  able  to  quit  the  bar  without  the  leave  and  the  reproach  dC 
the  Judge?  Thefe  things  were  furely  not  calculated  to  prd* 
ferve  in  the  minds  of  men,  that  admiration  of  ihc  cooftitution^ 
that  love  and  reverence  for  our  laws,  that  it  was  b  defiraUe  to 
inculcate. 

The  Duke  at  length  came  to  the  immediate  queftion  of  the 
war.  It  was  argued,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  make  peace,  ocr 
account  of  the  fpeeches  that  had  been  delivered  in  the  National 
Convention,  and  from  the  reports  of  Barrere,  in  which  it  had 
been  ftated,  that  propoGrions  had^been  made,  through  our 
minifter  at  the  Swifs  Cantons,  and  that  tbey  had  reje^ed  all 
propoials  of  pacification  with  difdain*  If  the  reports  of  Bar-' 
rere,  and  the  fpeeches  in  the  Britifli  Parliament,  were  to  be 
confidered  as  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  peace  wpuld  indeed 
be  unattainable  i  but  arguments  againft  peace,  founded  on 
Tague  cxpreifions  in  debatCvwere  noteworthy  ferious  regard* 
Their  Lordihips  had  often  Hearfl  in  that  Houfe  expreffions  aa 
ill-timed,  a^  contemptuoiis,  as  virulent  againft  the  leaders  ^f 
France,  as  any  eacpreilions  ufed  in  th<;  Convention  at  t^aria 
could  poflibly  be  againft  ua.  He  afkcd  thisir  Lordihips,  whe- 
ther they  thought  fo  ilf  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  as  to  believe 
that  they  would  refufe  to  liften  to  equitable  terms  of.  peace, 
becaufe  they  had  been  guilty  of  a  number  of  idle  terms  of  re- 
proachyOr  of  unmeafured expreffions  of  contempt,  in  their 
fpeeches  in  Parliament  ?  He  did  not  believe  it .  pofGble  that 
any  fet  of  men  could  be  governed  by  motives  fo  narrow ;  an.d 
as  the  condud  of  the  leaders  on  both  fides  had  been  equal  in 
thisrefpefi,  he  faw  no  obftacle  to  negociation  in  their  mutual 
reproaches. 

The  next  argument  was,  how  was  it  poffible*  to  make  a  per- 
manent peace  with  fuch  people  ?  The  word  pertnarunt^  the 
Noble  Duke  faid,  was  a  new  epithet,  and  one,  the  force  of 
which  he  did  not  perfcflly  comprehend,  as  applied  to  treaties 
between  nations.  Hiftory  would  not  create  in  their  Lord- 
ihips' minds  any  elevated  rcfpcft  for  the  term  \  for  hiftory  was 
but  a  memorial)  that  no  peace  had  been  permanent,  when  it 
f  uitcd  cither  the  one  or  both  parties  to  break  it.  No  folemnity 
in  the  engagement,  no  profpefl  of  duration,  however  plaufible, 
had  ever  been  realized  ;  and  why  they  {hquld  nowbe  fo  fafti- 
dious  in  trufting  to  thefe  people,  he  profefied  he  could  not 
conjefturc.  He  took  it,  that  thefe  people,  like  all  others  in 
the  fame  condition,  would  a^  by  the  rule  of  intercft,  and  by 

that 
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%at  only.  It  was  a  melancholy  recoliedtitm,  that  peace  lad 
never  been  continued  by  the  influence  of  judice ;  arid  all  thd 
Qnjuft  wars  which  had  taken  place  in  the  wdrld,  had  nevct 
made  the  impreffionupon  rulers  and  governors  of  kingdoms  td 
deter  them  from  purfuing  the  fame  courfe.  It  feldom  hap- 
pened that  an  unjuft  war  Was  Undertaken  without  involving 
Its  authors  in  dreadful  confequdnces.  The  mod  Unjuft  waf 
that  had  ever  been  made  againft  this  country  had  brought  con-^ 
fequences  on  the  head  of  the  King  of  France  that  made  it 
Shocking  to  rccoUeft ;  the  coiifcqucncc  of  his  having  interfered 
In  the  internal  concerns  of  this  country  afforded  a  niciiiotJblt 
leflbn  to  other  Princes  and  Powers ;  the  French  Kling  had 
gained  his  end  in  feparating  and  cutting  off  a  confidef  able  pari 
cf  our  empire  i  but  what  had  been  the  dreadful  catadrophe  to 
himfelf  and  his  family  ?  Miniftcrs  had  repeatedly  declared'^ 
that  they  would  never  treat  with  the  prefent  Govarhmeiit  ot 
France ;  but  were  they  fo  prefuming  as  to  fay,  that  if  the 
King  and  the  Nation  were  to  declare  their  define  for  peace^ 
they  would  not  think  themfelves  bound  to  acquiefct  and  treat 
accordingly  ? 

The  Duke  earneflly  entreated  their  Lordfhips'  attention  to 
the  refolutions  which  he  had  read,  and  to  the  whole  fubje£t  as 
it  ftood  at  this  impending  crifis.  He  entreated  them  to  dif- 
mifs  from  their  minds  all  pafFion,  which  could  ferve  only  to 
blind  the  judgment,  and  to  obfcure  truth  *»  to  look  fairly  at  the 
CGndu£k  of  our  allies  \  at  the  evident  change  in  the  fentlments 
of  a  confiderable  part  of  Europe  ;  and  he  was  confident  that 
if  they  would  weigh  the  queflion  in  the  impartial  fcales  of 
reafon,  they  would  be  perfuaded,  that  the  courfe  in  which  wcf 
were  engaged  was  neither  promifing,  politic,  nof  fafe ;  that 
there  was  no  real  -foundation  for  the  alarms  which  we  zSe£ici 
to  entertain }  and  that  viewing  the  energy  with  which  th6 
French  waged  war  for  their  independence^  and  feeling  corre- 
fpondent  vigour  in  our  own  breads,  we  fhould  be  convinced 
that  we  couid  neither  conquer  France,  nor  that  France  could 
conquer  us.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  too  much  of  late 
the  pra£Hce  to  impute  to  perfons,  who  ventured  to  ftem  tlic 
torrent  of  ruling  opinions,  motives  of  a  finider  and  improper 
kind,  and  that  even  Members  of  the  Legiflature  were  not 
fpared  from  tliefe  calumnies,  if  they  prefumed ,  in  acorifcieii- 
tious  difcharge  of  their  duty,  to  give  their  fentiments  freely 
upon  thefe  topics.  It  was  not  the  mod  honourable  part  0/ 
the  prefent  fydcm  to  praftifc  fuch  arts.  He  hoped  that  no' 
man  would  be  deterred,  on  account  of  theiA^  from  purfuing 
what  he  felt  to  be  tlie  honed  line  of  duty  to  his  King  and  G>un- 
try ;  and  he  declared  that,  for  himfelf|  he  held  them  in  fove- 
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oeign  contempt*    The  Dake  cpncladed  irith  inpyjng  iA$  fiiC^ 
Kcloliition. 

.   Tbf  E0rl  rfDornli^  ^nd  Lor^utucHtnd  rofe  tog^cr^btft  thci 
^nner  gWing  wajr* 

LarJ  Auckland  fsud,  that  as  one  of  the  itfolutions  brought 
forward  perfonally  aficAed  him,  he  felt  folicitous  to  offer  w&t 
occurred  to  him  rcfpe£ling  it.  The  Noble  Duke  had.bec^ 
plcafed  to  confider  one  of  the  declarations  prefented  by  hiin> 
when  ambaflador  to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, a$  calumniating  certain  perfons  at  the  head  of  another 
Oovernment,  towards  which  his  Majefty  had  profeflcd  to  ob* 
ierye  a  ftridi  neutrality.  It  certainly  would  have  been  capdid 
to  have  given  him  notice  that  fuch  a  charge  wz»  meant  to  be 
brought  forward }  he  was  however  fatisfied  that  this  attentioa 
had  been  neglected  throush  mere  inadvertence.  The  follow* 
ing  are  the  words  on  which  the  Noble  Duke  is  plcafed  t^ 
cround  his  charge :  '*  It  is  not  quite  four  vears  fince  certain 
^  mifcreants,  afltiming  the  name  of  Fhilolophers,  have  pre^ 
^  fumed  jto  think  themfelves  capable  of  eftablifliing  ai  new' 
^  fyftem  of  civil  fociety.  In  order  to  realize  this  dream,  the 
<<  o0spring  of  vanity,  it  became  i^ecefiary  for  them  to  overtvrn 
**  and  deftroy  all  eilabliOied  notions  of  fubordination^  of  ino* 
^  rals,  and  of  religion,  which  had  hitherto  conftitutcd  the  fe- 
^  curity,  the  happinefs,  and  the  confolation  of  mankind/'  -In 
prder  to  a4)preciate  thefe  exprcffions,  he  muft  entreat  their 
I.ordihips  to  recoiled  the  date  of  the  paper  from  wUch  the 
^xtra£t  is  taken.  That  paper  is  dated  25th  JanuaM7  '793» 
feveral  weeks  fubfequent  to  the  Revolutionary  Decree  ifiued 
by  the  Convention  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  fubverting  every 
Government  in  Europe  ;  fubfequent  alfo  to  the  invafion  of  the 
territory  of  Holland,  by  the  forcible  entry  of  French  armed 
veflels  into  the  Scheldt  \  four  days  fubfequent  to  the  atipci* 
ous  murder  of  the  unfortunate  feng  %  ;&nd  fix  days  prior  tp 
the  declaration  of  war  againft  England  and  Holland  \  in  order 
to  which  the  mod  perfidious  meaiures  had  already  been  adopted 
$y  tiie  French  Executive  CounciL  Under  fuch  circumftanccs 
he  did  not  think  it  ncceflarv  at  the  time  to  manage  his  expref* 
fions,  nor  did  he  now  feel  himf(;lf  called  upon  to  juftify  them* 
He  certainly  meant  to  allude  to  that  delcription  of  perfons 
who  had  principally  managed  the  firft  Conftituent  AiTembly^ 
^tp  whofe  vanity,  prefumption,  folly,  and  infernal  wickednefs, 
he  had  attributed  the  whole  mafs  of  calamities,  crimes,  and 
dangers,  which  now  afflift  and  appal  mankind.  He  particu- 
larly meant  Mefirs^  Briilbt,  Condorcet,  Syeyes,  Pethion,  and 
their  co-operators ;  fome  of  whom  were  of  a  higher  rank  and 
defcription.  He  did  not  mean  to  allude  to  the  men  of  bipod 
4  who 


Mm  m     WOtSDtAU'S  tJUOJAMIhtAnr  RfPORtS.  iff 

^ho  l^Tt  fa&en  tbe  lead  in  the  prerent  Coiivention :  Thoft 
men  (widi  dke  fitigte  exception  of  Syeyes)  hsnre  not  ey(n  the 
pMtedfion  or  the  a^£tation  of  philofophy ;  they  never  hsire 
ftewn  an  -dunbifion  to  be  cofltfideied  in  any  other  point  of  vie v 
tfian  as  Aiheifts  and  affaffins ;  the  enemiea  of  God  and  the 
<^uman  rac^ :  To  that  defcription  ifhey  had  by  their  deeds  fup« 
ported  tbetr  title.  He  had  no  apology  to  make  either  to  them 
ertothenr^redeceflbrs  for  the  fentinfents  and  language  which 
fte  had  fo  long  maintained  refpeding  them. 
'  Having  thus  difoofed  of  a  point  on  which  he  ha\T  a  perfonat 
cbim  to  be  heard,  he  wiflied  next  to  fubmit  a  few  remarks  on 
the  general  purport  of  the  Noble  Duke's  refolutions;  and 
Aoush  in  kxi&  form  the  difcufGon  ought  to  be  confined  to 
the  ntft  of  thoferefolutions>  the  ufagedF  debate  would  allpw 
liim  to  confider  the  v'hole  together.  It  Was  even  a  point  of 
tUnAoar  s(nd  of  faimefs  to  purfue  this  line^  as  he  intended  to 
conclude  with  a  motion  of  adjournment. 

The  refolutions  brought  forward  hj  the  Noble  Duke  had  at 
leaA  one  advantage ;  they  precluded  an  objedion  which  had 
tltely  been- often  made,  and  with  too  much  reafon ;  they  madd 
jt  hearly  impoflible  to  introduce  extraneous  matter  into  debate; 
they  opened  the  whole  circle  of  politics,  foreign  and  domeftic. 
He  trnfted>'  however,  that  their  Lordlhips  would  be  little  dif- 
pofed  to  dUcufs  thofe  refolutionsyc-W^/im ;  it  would  be  a  wafte 
6f  time.  The  fubftance  of  each  refolution  had  already  been 
^ly  and  fiiUy  fpoken  to  by  fevcral  Noble  I^rds  in  preceding 
debatea ;  he  would  theiefore  confine  himfelf  to  a  few  general 
temarks 
'  And  iirft,  as  to  the  internal  fituation  of  the  kingdom.  The 
Noble  Duke  had  been  pleafed  to  fay,  that  if  any  dangerous  fer« 
Kleiitations  prevail,  they  have  been  introduced  by  the  culpable 

J  Item  of  Government,and  by  theinnovation  of  law  and  of  order, 
nd  the  Noble  Duke,  adverting  to  the  meafures  lately  adopted 
by  Parliament  fot  the  efie£lual  fuppreffion  of  feditious  at- 
tempts, had  reprehended  thofe  meafures  in  terms  more  re- 
markable for  their  force,  than  for  their  juflice,  prudence,  ox^ 
temperance.  Lord  Auckland  addeit,  that  if  he  knew  Icfs  on 
this  fubjed,  hie  ihould  be  difpofed  to  fay  more  *,  but  having" 
a£ted  in  it  as  a  magiftrate,  he  couid  not  ufe  the  language  of 
an  accufer,  and  fiiould  at  any  rate  feel  it  objedionable  to  enter 
into  criminal  charges,  which  are  now  referred  to  judicial  exa-  , 
mination.  He.would  only  remark  in  general,  that,  whatever 
was  the  extent  of  the  danger,  it  had  in  great  meafure  *  ccafed 
from  the  moment  that  the  confpiracy  came  under  cognizance 
and  public  inquiry:  If  however  that  confpiracy  had  been  longer 
iegle£ted|  it  would  have  become  a  corroding  and  fatal  cancer 
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^ithtn  the  bofom  and  vitals  of  the  kingdQpi.  Asd  httie  it- 
'  feemcd  material  to  remark,  that  the  fedicious  difpofition  had 
t)cen  coufiiicd  to  a  low  and  bankrupt  clafs,  mifgulded  and  io- 
ftigaud  oy  a  few  defperate  and  wrong  headed  individuals.  It 
bad  alfo  appeared,  that  in  (he  great  bidk  of  this  country,  in  the 
people  at  large,  tb^re  exift  a  prevalence  of  good  fenfe  and  of 
foyalty  i  a  ftrrng  attachment  to  the  conftituiion  under  which 
ire  enjoy  fuch  ^ir Jlngsj  and  a  iuft  apprcVcnfion  of  the  delu- 
five  notions  which  have  brought  upon  France  the  cruellcft 
defpotifm  ever  f.^n  in  tl  e  worft  pages  of  the  hiftory  of  man* 
kind  ;  a  defpritifm  under  which  one  half  of  tliat  unhappy  oa<». 
(ion  is  occupi»*d  in  the  robbery  ar  .1  murder  of  tly  other  half. 

The  Noble  Duke,  and  otliers  who  aflcd  w  tn  him*  might 
poffihly  confidcr  thefe  ftatements  as  exagg'-rated,  and  as  tending 
to  give  ill-founded  alarms.  He  was  nat  ^difpofed  to  attribute 
fhetr  opinions  to  bad  motives ;  he  could' not  believe  them  to 
be  other  than  llncere  i  but  their  opinions  differed  fo  glaringly 
and  fo  ftrikingly  from  thofe  which  he  felt,  that  either  he  or 
fhey  muft  \}c  under  the  impreflion  of  a  moral  and  intelledlual 
blindnefs.  If  that  blindnefs  a[R6led  him,  and  thofe  wbo 
thought  as  he  did*  it  carried  with  it  ar  lead  ope  coiifolatiQn  ; 
It  ipight  give  fuperfluous  anxieties  but  ifs  whole  teudei\cy 
was  to  do  goody  artd  to  preferve  mankind  t'lom  evil.  On  tlie 
fontrarvi  if  thofe  yfho  laugh  at  the  prefent  alarms,  (hould 
appear  in  the  refolt  to  be  (hutting  their  eyes  againft  great  and 
Tea!  danger,  he  thanked  Ood  moft  heartily  tlia'  tl^cy  were  few 
in  number  cither  in  or  out  of  Parliament.  Such  a  b  hidnefs, 
}f  more*  general,  might  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  fyftem  0/  ciwl 
(bciety,  and  to  every  confideration  fof  which  life  is  worth 
prefcrving.  ^ 

It  remained  to  fay  a  few  words  on  our  external  fituatioo. 
The  Noble  puke  had  attempted  to  (hew  in  fomc  detail,  that 
the  objedis  of  the  war  had  in  the  courfe  of  it  been  cnnttadi£l- 
cry,  and  that  it  was  become  inapoflible  to  attain  them.  He 
fully  agreed  with  the  Noble  Duke  as  to  the  difHcuhies  aod 
fifquesof  the  war;  he  never  had  feen  it  othcrwiie  tlian  with 
the  n^oft  feribus  uneafincfs.  It  might  be  in  the  jrecolle£^ion 
of  many  that  he  liad  exprcflcd  himfeif  (Irongly  tp  ^his  effc£t 
on  the  (ird  day  of  the  fel&on.  Nothing  had  fince  happened 
to  lefTen  his  uneafmefs;  on  the  contrary,  it  w^s  gaining 
(trength.  When  he  faw  in  the  people  of  France  a  defperate 
abandonment  of  all  principles  of  I^umanity,  morality,  and  re- 
ligion; when  they  were  kn  jwn  to  overleap  every  confideratioa 
which  muft  reftrain  the  exertions  of  other  nations  as  long  as 
there  remains  on  the  earth  any  regard  for  life  or  for  property, 
.))e  cotild  not  but  feel  that  ii^  this  poin(  of  vie^  th^  cop.teft  i^ 
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;aneq\ial.  We  certainly  have  d  formidable  enemy  $  but  we 
have  no  alternative  j  we  are  in  tbe  predicament  of  a  rower 
againft  a  torrent, 

**  Si  bracfaia  forte  remifit  ; 
**  Atque  ilium  in  praBcqM  prono  rapit  alveusamsi.*^ 

On  the  other  hand,  he  was  far  from  feeKng  defpondence*  It 
Was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  fo  unnatural  and  fo  monftrous  a 
"paroxyfrn  as  that  of  France  could  be  permanent.  His  confi* 
>dence  in  the  protcAion  of  Providence  would  not  allow  him  to 
bcRcve  that  the  Supreme  Being  had  determined  the  fubvcr- 
<fion  of  all  ilatesy  and  the  general  deftru£tion  of  mankind  by 
«ach  other's  hands.  He  hoped  therefore,  that  before  the  next 
iefiion  (hould  arrive,  the  profpe£^s  of  Europe  would  be  ^ar  lefs 
tfloomy  than  he  confeifed  them  to  be  at  prefent,  and  that  wc 
&ould  be  dnwing  towards  a  fafe  clofe  of  a  juft  and  unavoid* 
«ble  war.     He  concluded  by  a  motion  of  adjournment. 

Lord  Darnley  faid,  hr.  had  given  way  with  pleafurc  to  the 
iNvyblc  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down,  as  the  opportunities  of 
that  Noble  Lord  enabled  him  to  give  a  better  and  more  expli- 
cit reply  to  certain  points  touched  on  by  the  Noble  Duke,  tnaa 
he  cou'd  pretend  to  do ;  but  he  would  trefpafs  a  few  moments 
Upon  their  Lorc^ihips*  time,  as  he  was  eager  to  fpeak  his  fen- 
iimcnts  on  the  fituation  of  affnirs  at  that  period  of  the  feffiont 
^nd  to  ftate  the  reafons  \yhy  he  could  not  agree  with  any  of 
the  refolutions  propofed  by  the  Nobje  Duke.  Ail  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  ufed  in  favour  of  peace  were  fueh  at 
had  been  often  urged  and  often  refuted  before  }  nothing  new 
liad  been  faid,  to  prove  that  this  country  could  withfafcty  or 
honour  make  a  peace  with  the  prefent  Government  of  Frapce. 
With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Noble  Duke  refpe£t« 
big  the  internal  ftatebf  our  affair^,  he  muft  alfo  differ  frdm  it  % 
becaufe  it  appeared  to  him,  that  every  ftep  taken  by  miniftera 
wa$  called  for  by  the  neceflity  of  the  times,,  and  that  they 
would  have  betrayed  their  truft,  if  they  had  neglefted  to  fol- 
low thofc  meafures.  He  declared,  that,  although  he  had  been 
filent  upon  the  different  days  this  fubje£l  had  l^en  debated  in 
that  Hdufe,  he  was  fo  only  becaufe  others  had  prefented  them- 
fclves  whom  he  thought  better  informed  upon  the  fubjcft ; 
bat  be  would  take  the  liberty  of  ftating,  that  his  Majcfty's 
tntiiifters  had  his  thanks  for  the  fptrited  manner  in  which,  they 
had  proceeded.  Hi  thought  the  war  had  been  fairly  and 
jtfftly  entered  into  on  our  parts  ;  nor  did  he-  think,  altnough 
there  might  be  fome  little  difference  in  wording  the  different 
papers  alltided  to  by  the  Noble  Duke,  there  was  the  fmalleit 
^ariation'^in  pripqiple^  or  coutradicliou  in  fadb,  in  any  thing 
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iteit  ha*  been  iffucd  by-  the  different  dombhied  powers.    WiA 
tdpe&r  to  the  fabfidhing  the  KSng  of  PtuiSa)  the  hat  ^neftiQH 
was  not|  whether  he  could  or  could  not  go  on  without  that 
fubCdy,  but  whether  we  required  his  afliSaoce  j  and,  being 
under  that  neceffity,  whether  we  could  have  obtained  it  jipon 
better  terms  ?    He  confidered  that  French  principles  were 
making  great  and  rapid  ftrides'  in  this  country;  andtherefbre 
he  thought  that  every  lover  of  good  order  was  bound  to  aj^ 
prove  of  the  manner  in  ^hich  Adminiftration  had  proceeded 
to  check  them :  Had  not  fuch  meafures  been  timely  taken^ 
vc  might  have  experienced  the  fame  fcenes  of  anarchy  and 
confufion  as  had  taken  place  in  France.     A  great  majority  in 
Parliament  had  teftified  their  approbation  of  them,  and  be  was 
fuie  as  great  a  majority  was  to  be  found  amon?  the  people  at 
large.     It  was  true,  a  few  perfons  in  that  Houie  took  occafion 
to  caYil  at  every  proceeding  that  went  to  the  attainment  of  the 
grand  objed.    We  had  every  thing  at  ftake,  and  therefore  be 
could  not  approve  throwing  any  kind  of  impediment'  in  the 
way  of  the  Executive  Power,  who  were  zQting  (o  wifely  and 
fo  prudently  ;  .and,  on  that  account,  he  ihould  moft  certainly 
give  his  negative  to  the  refolotions  ftated  by  the  Noble  Duke. 
Ear/  FitzwiUiam  began  his  fpeech  with  foitie  ftrong  exprei^ 
fions  of  the  relufbn^e  that  he  felt'  on  finding  himfelf  bound 
to  oppofe  the  Noble  Duke,  for  whom  be  entertained  the 
Iiigheft  regard ;  but  on  the  prefent  occafion  he  muft  tbtally 
difier  from  him..    Peace  was  moft  undoubtedly  a  defirabte 
objed  ;  but,  in  endeavouring  to  attain  it,  we  ought  not  to  fa^ 
Crifice  or  endanger  thefecurity  of  the  country.    He  had  heard 
tnany  arguments  upon  thisfubjed;  but  he^ad  never  heard 
amy  which  proved  to  him  die  poffibility  of  making  peace  with 
fafety.     He  faid  that  it  was  not  »  fufEcient  ground,  becaufe 
the  matter  of  moft  of  the  refblutions  of  the  Noble  Duke  was 
to  be  found  on  their  table,  that  therefore  they  ihould  adopt    - 
the  conclufions  he  had  drawn  from  them.    The  precife  quef^ 
tion  to  be  inquired  into  was,  Whether  it  was  confiftent  with 
the  wifdom  of  the  Country,  to  come  at  this  time  to  a  fpecifio 
declaration  of  our  obje6l  in  the  war  or  not  I  In  his  opinion  it 
was  not  called  for  by  the  prefent  circumftances  of  Europe, 
The  obje£l  was  fufiiciently  apparent.    The  Noble  Duke  had 
made  it  a  doubtful  queftion  who  were  the  authors  of  the 
War:  It  furely  was  not  doubtful  whether  the  French  had 
made  the  public  profefSon  of  doQrInes  that  were  inimical  to 
this  and  every  civilized  country.     Had  they  not  alfo  made 
dire<a  war  on  our  allies  }  How  could  it  then  be  faid,  that  they 
had  not  been  the  provokers  as  well  as  the  declarers  of  the 
Yrar  f  It  fliottld  be  recollected,  that  the  foundation  for  tfaa 
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ptdietit  hoftilHies  Wftslaid  by  Trance  in  the' famous  dedans 
i;^n,  th^ilhey.wer^  .nvidy  to  proceecTto  Mrar  for  the  fubver* 
fipn.G^  H^f  exiiltfig  govern ipent.  Therefore  before  peace 
cm\d  b^  t^d,  France  muft  aonui  uid  undo  chat  declaration. 
^Lt  present  he  infilled,  tbey  Y'cre  the  enemies  of  mankind,  and 
^^.confljitutipn  of  every  country.  We  bad  borne  ^ith  them 
tpojpng.  Cpuld  we  pfier  terms  of-peace  to  France  while 
that  declaration  re/nained  unrepealed?  Such  a  propofal  couU 
neither  be  made  with  any  regard  to  our  honour  or  to  our 
fafety.  If  he  were  indtned  at  all  to  blame  minifters,  he  fliould 
arraign  them  only  for.being  tardy  in  their  prpceedings.  Boc 
they  had  his  cordial  and  entire  approbation  for  having  at 
length  roi^fcd.  from  their  Ietbargy>  and  taken  ileps  to  fecuie 
us  a^ini[t  the  horrors  which  had  defolated  France. 

It  nad  been  urg$:di  that  we  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the 
^ndu6i  of  France.  He. denied  the  pofition.  It  becaioe  a 
great  and  ipsagpanimous  people  to  become  the  defenders  of 
jnankind.  It  had  bqen  the  glorious  province  of  England  ac 
all  times.    Our  great  JSling  William  had)  in  the  fame  manner^ 

E'fen  up  the  defender  of  mankind  againft  the  ambition  of 
ouis  XlVa  and  had  confederated  with  the  other  pawers  te 
ilem  the  tprrent  that  then  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  world* 
We  had  90W  the  fame  ohjcGt  i  France  fought  to  over-run 
£urope>  thoHgh  by  other  means;  and  whether  it  wag  to  be  bf 
arms>  or  by  the  more  pernicious  force  of  a  falfe  logic,  lie 
traded  that  this  country  would  never  be  fo  fupine  as  either  to 
l^ecooie  a  vil^  province  of  France,  or  to  defert  the  caufe  of 
xnankind  in  gei)cral..  Had  not  France 'attacked  <the  independ* 
injcc  of  xhpfe  dates  whofe  weaknefs  prefented  thenv  to  Iier 
ambition  as  an  eafy  prey  ?  What  was  thellatc  of  $avoy,  aqd  at 
tiiat  inltapt  of  Piedmont?  Surely  in  fuch  acrifis  England 
^ould  purfue  its  ancient  and  dignified  fyftem  of  protedingthe 
yrf^k,  an4.of  prefervipg  the  order  and  fafety  of  mankind.  Yet 
we  had  been  arraigned  for  ai&ding  the  King  of  Sardinia  t9 
^efend  hlmfelf.  Such  had  been  the  policy  of  England  in  ita 
Qioft  glorious,  a^ras.  3ucb  had  been  our  fyftem  during  the 
yrhi^  Admi;ii(lratiQ<i  of  Q^eea  Anne,  and  it  hid  brought  dif« 
tin£^ion  and  honour  on  England.  When  the  Tory  Adminif« 
(ratioiii  that  foilowpd, .changed  that  Cyilem,  deicrted  our  allies^ 
fnd  abandoned  the  paufe  of  the  weak,  what  were  not  the  cala<» 
mities  and  the  difgrace  fb^t^eorued  ?  He  tlierefore  maintained 
that  the  iqterfereno^  .of  England  was  proper  and  dignified* 
tVe  had  fright  to  interfere. in  the  internal  afiairsof  France, 
until  thofe  internal  affairs  (hould  be  fo  regulated  as  to  give 
iecuritv  to  mankind.  He  declared,  that  he  <lK)uld  withdray^ 
^  feeole  fuppprt  frpni  m^niftejrs  i(  they  ?rere  tp  abandon  tiias 
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prindple.    Nor  had  he  any  hcfitation  in  acknowledging,  that 
Ae  was  an  advocate  for  the  re^ftablifliment  of  Moi^^chy  ia 
France,  becaufe  that  was  an  intelligible  means  d^^eftoring 
order.    He  did  not  mean  to  be  underftood  that  he  would  not 
make  peace  with  France  while  (he  retained  her  republican 
form  of  government,  though  he  confefled  he  (hould  rather  fee 
a  monarchy  in  that  country;  but  if  there  was  a  regular  go- 
vernment, that  could  be  treated  with,  once  eftabliflied)  he  for 
one  would  be  willing  to  make  peace  with  it.    He  had  no  ob- 
jeAion  to  republics ;  on  the  contrary,  he  admired  the  fimple 
and  beautiful  fuperflrudure  of  America.    The  Americans  bad 
exerted  the  pureft  wifdom  in  the  formation  of  their  govern- 
ment.    All  he  wanted  was  fecurity  and  (lability.    He  wi(hed 
to  have  fomething  folid  to  repofe  upon  for  the  peace  and  hap^ 
pinefs  of  mankind.    By  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  every 
thing  would  fall  again  ii^to  its  place.     At  prefent  France  was 
a  republic  only  in  name  i  the  condu£l  of  her  rulers,  and  the 
madnefs  of  her  principles,  rather  partook  of  the  moft  defpotie 
of  governments  in  the  worft  of  times.    Did  ever  America 
fuggeft  wild  and  extravagant  principles?    When    Congrefa 
threw  off  the  fovereignty  of  this  country,  and  declared  the 
States  independent,  did  they  refolve  any  thing  that  was  to  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  other  countries  ?  Did  they  declare  themfelvea 
the  enemies  of  all  other  forms  of  government  ?  Did  they  make 
any*  declarations  in  favour  of  what  was  called  the  rights  of 
man  ?  No ;  the  firft  thing  they  did  was  to  frame  good  and 
proper  laws  for  their  own  internal  government,  and  never  in* 
terfered  by  word  or  de^d  with  that  of  any  other.   The  French, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  maintained  to  have  no  law;  and  aU 
though  they  might  pretend  to  be  republicans,  he  affirmed  that 
d)ey  were  flaves  to  the  moft  rigid  defpotifm  upon  earth;  for 
although  their  monarch  (Robe^ierre)  had  renounced  the  bafe 
trappings,  he  retained  the  folid  fupport  of  royalty^  for  he  was 
oonftantiy  attended  by  a  body  guard. 

He  denied  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  the  Emperor  had 
been  the  authors  of  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  Brifibt  him- 
self had  owned  that  they  had  made  the  rupture  with  the  ec* 
prefs  defign  of  overturnmg  the  monarchy  of  France,  and  they 
had  too  lucceftfully  gained  their  end.  He  was  firmly  per«^ 
fuaded  that  it  was  neceflary  to  precipitate  the  Bill  for  the  fuf- 
pen(ion  of  the  Haieas  Carpus  A€t  through  the  Houfe ;  the 
country  approved  of  thehafty  manner  in  which  it  had  pailed^ 
as  abfolutely  neceflary  to  cru(h  the  evil,  which  it  is  intended 
to  deftroy.  The  Noble  Duke  had  rather  unfortunately  faid, 
that  men  might  be  guilty  of  expreffions  againft  the  Government 
in  the  heat  of  pa(fion|  from  the  burdens  of  the  increafed  taxes 
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aiifing  ffom  the  prcfent  war*    He  was  unfortunate  in  die  in-* 
ftance>  becaiife  as  yet  he  did  not  belieye  a  (ingle  (hilling  of 
new  taxes  hjMl  been  paid  by  suiy  individual.    Sure  he  wa8» 
^hat.the  p^bHc  feeling  ,was  in  favour  of  the  war.    That  there 
hadexiited^  andpc^rbips  did  yetexifty  in  thiscountcy,  a  con- 
fpiraqr  againft  its  goarenuneoi^  was  a  f^At  in  his  opinionj 
beyojnkl  contradi^ioni  but  he  was  happy  to  Ujj  he  believed 
^he  evil  wu  not  extenfive.    He  had  an  opportunity,  only  a 
few  day^  (ince,  of  obferving^the  general  opinion  of  the  people 
an  a  very  Important  part  of  the  county  of  York,  and  he  could 
aflure  the  Houfc  that  the  Weft  Riding  of  York(h,ii:e  was  una- 
nimous in  its  ;renttinents  on  the  occaiGon;  fatisfied  with  th^ 
^eafurc^of£k!nreconient  in  regard  to  the  war,  and  grateful 
ibr  the  iieps  that  had  been  taken  to  preferve  us  from  the  con.- 
^tiunination  of  Jacobin  dodiinies.     The  rigorous  meafures  of 
;rufpendiBg  die  Hahas  Corpus  ^nd  other  Mlsj  ^ere  in  unifoo 
«with  the  opinion  of  the, country.     They  faw  that  this  courfp 
«was  conCfteot  with  the  .true  .^ol^cy  of  the  nation,  which  do- 
4>ended  for  its  trade  and  commerce  not  only  on  its  own  peace» 
put  pn  the  tranquillity  and  fafety  of  other  nations.    Our  trade 
.could  only  be  bciie(icial  througn  the  fecurity  and  opulence  of 
«.the  nations  with  whom  it  was  carried  on.    We  were  not  to 
judge  of  England  99  ic  appeared  on  .the  majp»  a  little^  miferar 
p\ty  accidental  fpeck,  but  as  a  moft  magoificent  empire,  con* 
tribttting  .to  the  wants*  ai\d  fecuring  the  profperity  of  all  the 
^nations  .of  the  .earth.    He  x:oncluaed  with  faying,  that  he 
ihould  xheerfttlLy  give  his  vote  for  the  ivotion  of  adjourn- 
nient. 

The  Duke  tf  prefton  b^n  his  fpeech  yrith  taking  ;u)ttce  of 
^hat  part  of  the  puke  of  Bedford'^s  fpeech,  which  related  to 
the  cal^imnies  induftrioufly  circulated  againft  the  members  of 
^ppoGtion ;  he  lamented  tnat  iniinuations  (hould  be  thrown  out 
in  that  Houfe  ?isainil  the  propriety  of  the  condu£k  o(  any  man  \ 
but  he  truftedthat  fuchinfinuations  would  no^  deter  one  indi- 
vidual ^rom  purfuing  what  he  thought  to  be  his  duty  f  let 
whatever  would  be  faid,  in  thefe  times  of  party  fpirit,  it  was 
fome  fatisfa£^ion  to  recolle^i,  that  the  fai^  page  of  hiftory 
.would  do  juftice  to  the  few,  and  hand  their  condud  dow^ 
.with  honour  to  |>ofteritiri  and  record  the  names  of  thofe, 
hawevor  fmall  their  number,  who  had  honefty  enough  to  eur 
^deavour  to  check  the  torrent  which  threatened  to  deprive  us  of 
pur  liberties,  ai^  overturn  the  conftit^ition.  Our  fuccefibrs, 
it  was  true,  might  have  to  regret  the  coniequences  of  chis 
fyftem^  but  it  would  be  fome  confolation  to  find,  that  thofe 
jblefiings  our  fathers  had  ftruggled  to  obtain  for  us,  had  not 
jbeen  loft  at  this  lime|  widiout  a  ftmgglc  to  band  them  down 
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to  our  children.  He  congratulated  his  country  on  the  great 
nnd  important  acquifition  they  had  gained  in  the  talents  of  the 
Noble  Duke  who  had  opened  the  bufinefs  of  that  day.  The 
weight  of  his  abilities,  and  the  importance  of  his  charade r. 
would  c^rry  the  prefent  difcufiion  home  to  the  confideratioi^ 
of  every  part  of  the  country,  whatever  might  be  its  fate  in 
that  Houfe.  It  could  not  fait  to  produce  the  beneficiaJ  ccnfe- 
quence  which  aione  was  wanting  to  our  falvation,  namely^ 
that  the  people  lliould  take  courage,  manfully  and  ferioufly  to 
exatnine  the  dreadful  and  momentous  objeft  in  which  they 
were  engaged  \  and  he  was  fure  that  the  perfpicuous  and  for*- 
c'Me  manner  in  which  the  Noble  Duke  had  treated  the  fubjeA^ 
\^ .  uld  bring  convidiion  lo  the  underftanding  of  every  impart- 
tiat  man. 

The  Noble  Earl  who  had  juft  fat  down^  had  gone  into  z 
great  variety  of  matter,  to  prove  that  the  propofitions  of  the 
Noble  Duke  were  objedionable,  without  fcarcely  touching 
upon  any  one  point  thofe  propofitions  referred  to.  He  had, 
indeed,  given  them  one  piece  of  ih formation,  and  no  unim*- 
ponant  one,  (ince  the  feiuon  mud  be  fuppofpd  to  be  near  a 
conciufion,  and  tlieir  Lrrdfhips  would  have  to  retire  into  the 
country,  with  the  confoiation,  that  our  objed  was  not  only 
to  overturn  the  fyftem  of  government  at  prefent  exiCling  in 
France,  but  that  we  were  not  to  Hop  fliort  of  the  eftablifli* 
nicnt  of  monarchy.  It  was  not^  his  intention,  his  Grace  faid, 
becaufe  he  confidered  it  to  be  fupetfluous,  to  retrace  the  va- 
riety of  foreign  matter  introduced  bv  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
fecoi.d  in  this  debate.  He  would  nowever,  before  he  entered 
further  on  this  fubjed,  give  his  (trongeil  ncgiitive  to  the  pro-t 
pofM ion  of  our  continuing  the  war  until  the  relloratioo  of  rno* 
na'-  hy  in  France,  as  he  confidered  that  every  nation  had  % 
ti^ht  to  eftablifh  the  form  of  fjovernment  befl  fuited  to  the 
inaj  rity  of  the  pvrple,  and  that  tlie  majority  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  chufe  us  own  peculiar  form  of  government. 

J.r.ni  titznvuiiam  explained,  that  he  had  only  meant,  thaf% 
in  his  opiiiion,  a  difpofition  in  them  to  reftore  monarchy 
wrui<l  oc  a  proof  of  their  returning  to  order, 

^he  Pi^ke  of  Gr^ifton  i\t^chTC^i  that  he  was  happy  to  have 
hearfi  t:  is  explan.ition,  bccaufe  it  gave  him  hopes  that  this 
ftr.v  ge  cnUade'  was  not  to  be  carried  to  that  wild  extent  be 
had  fc.irtd  was  intended.  He  was  then,  and  had  always  been, 
oftjpiri^n,  that  the  war  wiis  unneceffarily  entered  into  on  our 
parts.  '  Ih.  d'd  not  mean  to  deny,  that  ne  believed  fomc  ag- 
gairion  h.i\  been  given  by  France  to  its  neighbours,  though, 
pi'ifibly,  not  witliout  fufRcient  provocation.  Was  it  therefore 
neccflary  that  wc  (liould  ru(h  into  a  war  i  Would  it  have  been 
'  any 
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anjr  way  derogatory  to  our  cfaarafler  to  have  ftood  forward  a8 
a  mediator^  Would  cither  Auftria  or  Franc?,  at  that  time, 
havie  refufed  to  take  us  as  an  arbitrator?  Having  thus  run. 
heedlefsiy  into  the  war,  it  was  not  fo  much  a  matter  o  fur-, 
trife  that  the  principals  had  become  our  fubfidiaries.  Pruflla' 
bad  been  defended  upon  the  ground  of  incapacity,  but  was 
that  the  fadk  ?  Woujid  any  Noble  Lord  undertake  to  fay,  that 
it  would  not  hereafter  turn  out,  that  the  King  of  rruilia. 
rather  wiflied  to  fave  expences  in  this  grand  comDination,  to 
tarry  on  a  war  in  another  quarter,  againft  a  brave  and  loyal 
people,  ftrujggling  for  juftice,  their  rights,  and  liberties? 
To  his  tardinefs,  however,  and  withholding  his  f  )rces,  were 
tertainly  to  be  attributed  the  advantages  the  French  had  cb«, 
tained  in  Weil  Flanders.  Another  of  our  allies,  the  Emperor, 
ihould  we  be  obliged  to  go  into  another  campaign,  there  wa^ 
fome  reafon  to  fean  would  not  be  enabled  to  make  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions.     A  tliird*  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf&a,  had  ap- 

'  parently  but  Very  little  inclination  to  the  buCnefs,  and  much 

ai&itance  was  not  to  be  expc£ted  from  her.    Spain  Teemed 
totally  incapable  of  defending  herfelf  on  that  fide  $  for,  if  he  ' 
was  rightly  informed,  the  French  were  conftantly  obtaining 
advantages;  and  it  appeared  his  Sardinian  Majeily  was  niearly 

^  ruined;     He  did  not  delight  in  drawing  melancholy  pi£tures  ) 

but,  in  fome  cafes,  it  might  iiot  be  improper  to  ftate  fa£is,  by 
Way  of  inducing  minifters  to  abandon  a  favourite,  though  in- 
jurious^ plan  of  purfuit.    How  long  did  they  fuppofe  the  good 

I  lenfe  of  the  people  of  this  country  would  fuffer  them  to  go  oa 

ill  the  prefent  manner  ?  tie  could  remember  more  than  one 
inftance,  where  that  good  fenfe  had  been  exerted  with  great 

[  advantage  to  the  country,  and  he  hoped  to  fee  it  fo  exerted 

^  ajgain  i  it  had  been  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  Ame« 

rican  conteit,  during  which  fometning  like  the  prefent  iniinu-* 
ations  were  ufed  againft  thofe  who  oppofed  its  continuance. 
This  fanie  good  fenfe  had  alfo  again  interfered,  and  fav^d  us 
from  a  ]^uluan  war  ^  for  fo  partial  were  the  prefent  minifters 
to  preferve  what  they  fuppoled  to  be  the  balance  of  power  in 
l£urope,  that  they  would  not  have  hefitated  to  have  entoun- 
tered  all  the  expences  of  a  war,  to  determine  whether  RufEa 
or  the  Porte  (hould  be.  in  poiTeflion  of  Oczakow.  Four  yoars 
ago  only,  the  Duke  faid»  Government  was  a£ting  the  Draw« 
canfir  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Europe;  and  now  was 
feen  prize-fighting  for  the  re-«ftabli{hment  of  defpotifm  in 
France ;  in  purfuance  of  which  plan,  every  tluiig  that  was 
adverfe  to  France  was  undertaken  with  alacrity,  and  every 
thing  in  her  favour  reje£led.  He  particularly  adverted  to  the 
propofal  which  had  been  made  by  France  to  the  King  of  Eng-* 

C  c  2  land, 


hnd,  to  undertake  the  office  of  mediator  between  them  an^ 
Aaftria)  with  which  reqOifition  had  Adnitniftration  advire^ 
Ae  King  to  comply,  that  country,  and  all  Europe,  might 
this  day  nave  b^e'n  in  a  happy  fliate  of  peace,  and  thit  country 
hate  avoided  all  the  misfortunes  attendant  upon  the  war. 

A  Noble  Earl  had  faid,  no  complaint  ought  as  yet  to  be' 
made  of  the  cxpeiices,  becaufe  pone  were  paid  ?  but  was  it 
not  matter  of  complaint  to  fee  i4ie  burden  that  muft  ineritabl^ 
follow,  and  to  behold  the  whole  property  of  the  country  laid 
out,  as  It  were,  upon  mortgage  r  The  circulation  of  Frerichr 
principles  fcemed  to  be  a  full  anfwer  for  every  cttraordtnary 
proceeding,  and  with  that  as  an  eicufe,  efelrypart  of  our 
Conftitutioh  was  to  be  invaded  with  imptmity.  This' iKid  been 
fb  ably  defcribed  to  their  Lordfliips  by  the  Noble  boke  wh<f 
ftad  come  forward  on  this  occaiion,  that  it  was  tmneceflary  for 
lim  to  dwell  upon  it ;  to  the  abilities  he  Afplayed  on  this  oc^^ 
cafion  he  fliould  fay  Kttle,  bccaufe  perfonal  praife  was  not 
often  entitled  to  be  confidered  as  fincere,  and  was  rather  to  he 
reearded  as  an  ofierbg  of  flattery  than  a  tribute  of  juft^e. 
Thus  much,  however,  he  would  aSert,  that  it  muft  be  ar 
pleafing  circumftance  to' his  countrymen  to  find  appear  in  the 
pofitical  lifts,  as  a  champion  for  their  liberties,  the  lineal  de^ 
Kendant  of  him  who  cheerfully  yielded  his  life  in  defence  of 
their  conftitution. 

tiaving  urged  at  confldentble  length  the  neeelSty  of  our 
concluding  a  peace  with  France,  his  Grace  took  notice  of  the 
ahnm  at  prefent  artfully  raifed^  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity 
of  carrying  meafures  the  nroft  unconftitutional,  and  which  he 
feared  miniflers  would  repent«  He  did  not  fappofe  the  pro^ 
pofitions  urged  by  the  Noble  Duke  wouk)  be  carried  that 
night;  but  as  in  all  probability  it  was  the  laft  motion  of  the 
kfnd  that  would  come  forward  that  feflTion,  he  earneftly  en<« 
treated  their  Lordfliips  to  donfider  the  matter  well  before  the 
next  meeting  of  Parliament  j  and  if  they  could  judge  unbiatflcd 
suid  impartially,  he^  was  certain  they  would,  ere  that  period, 
eonfefs  the  neccfiity  of  them  •,  fliould  they  not  fo  apply  fome 
pan  of  their  leifure,  he  was  convinced  that  this  good  at  leaft 
muff  rcfult-^he  people  at  large,  with  a  veneration  for  the 
high  charafter  who  had  given  rile  to  the  debate,  would  thcm- 
fclves  well  weigh  the  fituation  in  which  their  country  (food, 
dnd  by  petition,  or  other  means,  fo  inftrttft  their  reprcfenta- 
tives,  that  peace  would  be  the  unanimous  cry }  and  that  as 
long  as  the  facred  word  Liberty  fliould  be  taught  the  infant 
bab?,  rt  would  be  learnt  to  Hfp,  at  the  fame  time^  the  refpe£t« 
able  name  of  William  Lord  RufleL 


The  MarlofMaMfirUhigMfompVtttitnM  tlie  Nc&le  Duke 
(Bedford)  on  eke  great  ability  aM  eloqikence  withtirhichho  had 
Drought  forward  his  motioMy  hut  faid,  that  il^hen  ht  heard 
meafures^  which  had  fo  re^^eatedly  received  the  fandion*  of 
that  Houfe,  aecufed  c^f  entailing  mifdiief  on  pofterity,  it  was' 
impoftble  for  him  to  fit  fitent.  He  decfiited,  he  was  not  in 
die  lead  defiYoud  to  (hVink  fi^om  hii  fhare  of  the  imputation, 
but  was  ready  to  take  his  pvfrt  of  the  cenfiire  that  mnht  arife 
from  thofe  nfeafares,  and  continue  to  giye  thenV  his  Urongeik 
iupport.     He  begged  leave  to  eaU  to  the'  recolle^iibn  of  the 

eMife  a  i^raCe  which  fonfe  of  their  Lordihips  hard  that  dzf 
ard  m  another  place  (Weftminfter  Hall)  of  a  certain  Ro- 
man lawyer,  ^ho,  from  hi«  frequent  repetition  of  a  particular 
tepreflion,  t^  nfick-ttamed  Cm  S^no.  lit  would  take  l€ave 
to  make  ufe  of  dns  i^ea,  and  afk  the  Noble  Duke  (Bedford) 
what  purpofe  could  be  anfwered  by  Patfiament  adopting  fuch 
refofutions  as  he  had  propofed  ?  Had  their  Lorddups,  he  de-c 
mandcd,  forgotten  the  principles  of  the  Britiih  conftitutiMT^ 
and  the  fpirit  that  diftinguiihed  Britifh  councils^  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  they  were  ready  to  proftfate  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  Cori^ention,  and  aik  fofgivenefs  fof  the  nteaiures  they 
had  fo  often  and  fo  folemnly  approved  ?  He  Befoughf  their 
XiOrdihips  to  recollc£tf  that  there  was  a  great  difierence  be* 
tween  tne  efie£i  of  folemn  rcfoltrtions  of  i^arliattient  and  what 
fell  from  individual  Peers  in  occafional  debate:  The  latter 
might  poiEbly  make  fome  impreilion  on  foreign  powers^  but 
af  very  flight  impreffion  compared  with  that  of  the  other.  He 
defired  their  Lord  (hips  to  confMer,  whether  they  would,  wicfa-^ 
out  the  confent  of  our  allies*  fend  and  offer  to  treat  with  the 
enemy  ^  And  if  they  were  prepared  to  go  that  length,  who^ 
would  confent  to  be  the  ambalTador  ?  Would  the  Noble  Duke 
(Graffoti)  undertake  the  office  ?  The  Noble  Duke  in  the  tfourfe 
of  hi^fpeech  had  faid,  that  this  country  was  mortgaged ;  which 
Was  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  it  was  in  no  cafe  whatfoevcr,  or  how^ 
ever  urgent  the  neceflity,  able  to  maintain  a  war.  He  re- 
gretted that  fuch  language  and  fuch  reafoning  (hould  come 
from  a  Noble  Lord  who  had  filled  the  higheft  offices  of  the 
ftate.  He  would  not  trifle  fo  far  with  the  time  of  iht  Houfe 
as  to  attempt  proving  a  noifrt  fo  plain  as  the  revtsrfe  of  the 
Noble  Duke's  fuggeftion,  becdUfer  if  his  Graced  propofilion 
Were  well  founded,  Great  Britain  held  her  eiiftcnce  on  the 
precarious  tenute  of  the  wiH  of  any  other  natien  who  chof«  to 
att^k  her.  It  bad  been  faid  by  the  Noble  Duk<$  who  opened 
the  debate,  that  it  was  much  to  be  feared  we  Were  pfofeeudfig 
meafure^  in  this  country  that  tended  to  four  and  irritate  the 
difpofiriona  of  th9  people.    He  yiraa  ^f  a  o^nttary  opinion ; 

bccaufe^ 
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becaufe,  he  belieted,  the  general  fenttitient  of  the  nation  wasr 
an  utter  abhorrence  of  the  daily  confeqiiences  of  the  dire 
fvftem  of  mifrttle  that  now  oppreiTed  France ;  and  he  trufted 
tnat  the  charader  of  Engliflimen  would  never  be  ftained  by 
the  atrocious  cruelties  that  had  been  exercifcd  in  that  un- 
happy country* 

With  regard  to  the  afiertion,  that  miniftershad  forced  Fnmce 
into  a  war,  he  would  anfwer  it  from  a  publication  that  he  held 
in  his  hand,  which  never  yet  had  been  alluded  to  in  any  ar- 
gument in  that  Houfe^but  which  could  not  but  have  gi^at  and 
decifive  weifht,  when  put  into  the  fcale,  even  agatpft  the. 
eloquence  of  the  Noble  Duke.  This  paper  was  the  letter  of 
the  Abbe  Syeyes  to  Monfieur  Neckar,  in  which  he  made  ufe. 
of  thefe  words :  **  IJhali  regret  all  my  life  that  France  provAed 
war,  and  fet  Europe  again  ft  her"  Alter  fuch  a  declaration: 
from  fucli  authorityi  he  owned  he  was  fomewhat  furprifed  to 
find  Noble  Lords  ftill  continue  to  throw  the  odium  of  having 
inftigated  the  French  to  war  on  us,  and  to  accufe  Great  Bri-» 
tain  of  being  the  aggreflbr*  On  this  point  he  thought  it 
almoft  fuperfiuous  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  it  had  been  no-» 
torioufly  a  matter  of  conteft  in  the  Convention,  which  of  thef 
parties  in  thA  afleriibly  occafioned  the  ^ar^  the  GirondKl^ 
accufed  the  Jacobins,  and  the  Jacobins  the  Girondifts,  of 
being  the  authors  of  the  war :  All,  however,  agreed  in  th^ 
great  fubftantial  point,  that  it  was  not  any  foreign  power  that 
provoked  or  began  it. 

With  refpefl  to  the  hying  an  embargo  on  'com,  being  t 
part  of  the  fuppofed  provocation^  to  retrefli  their  Lordfliips* 
memory,  he  would  remind  them  that  Briflbt  had  given  orders 
to  prepare  a  fleet  with  all  poflible  dilpatch,  and  to  purchafe 
up  all  the  provifions  that  could  be  got  K>r  that  purpofe.  Had 
XK>t  mtnifters  thereupon  taken  meafures  to  prevent  as  much  as 
poflible  thofe  purchafes  being  effe£led,  they  would  have  been 

fuilty  of  a  criminal  dereliQion  of  tlieir  duty}  and  thofe  very 
eers^  who  now  made  that  a£l  the  fubje£l  of  animadverfion^ 
would  probably  have  been  the  firil  to  ftand  forth  in  that  cafe^ 
and  accufe  minifters  (with  juftice  too)  of  having  betrayed  ther 
intereft  of  their  country. 

If  he  had  been  immediately  conne£led  with  Admin^ftrationy 
the  Earl  fatd,  he  (hould  have  advifed  everv  ftep  that  had  beenr  , 

taken.    The  war  with  France  was>  as  It  nad  been  repeatedly 
declared  in  that  Houfe,  both  juft  and  neceifary ;  nor,  with  the 
profped  of  any  fecurity  to  this  country,  could  it  poffibly  have 
been  avoided.    Having  been  engaged  in*  it,  all  neceflary  ex«t* 
pences  ought  to  be  cheerfully  and  liberally  allow:ed  for  carry«*  | 

ing  it  on  widi  vigour,  until  k>m$  means  were  procured  of  ob^^  ' 

*  '      taining 
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taimng  a  fecure  and  permaiieiit  peace ;  for  a  pe^ioe  upon  any 
pther  terms  would  be  infinitely  worfe  than  a  continuance  of 
the  war. 

He  utterly  denied  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  h;id  abandoned 
jthe  caufe,  or  deferted  the  confederacy.     That  monarch  had 
cpenly  declared,  that  he  was  unable  to  maintain  fo  very  large 
a  force  as  was  expeded  from  him  in  the  field  ;  but  was  ready 
jto  fulfil  all  his  engagements  by  treaty,  by  not  only  fumiihing 
]iis  contingent  as  a  member  of  the  Germanic  body,  but  alfo 
Jthe  quota  referved  by  his  treaties  with  Holland  and  Great  Bri- 
tain.    This  was  by  no  means  a  defertion  of  the  alliance.     A 
new  principle,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  had  that  night  been 
broached i  the  war  was  clearly  a  defcniive  war;  in  anfwer  to 
.which  it  was  faid,  that  if  it  were  a  defenfive  war,  Great  Bri- 
tain had  no  right  to  carry  on  ofFenfive  hoflilities  againfl  the 
^nemy,  or  interfere  with  the  internal  concerns  of  the  French. 
He  declared,  it  was  the  firft  time  he  had  heard  it  laid  down  M 
a  do^rine,  that  becaufe  a  war  was  defenfive,  the  afTailant 
iliould  not  be  attacked  in  turn.    In  nothing  that  he  had  knowa 
or  could  find  in  hHlory,  was  fuch  a  dodlrine  to  be  found;  iti- 
deed  it  was  abfurd  in  the  extreme  to  contend,  that,  becaufe 
we  were  to  aft  on  the  defenfive,  we  were  not  to  weaken  by  any 
means  in  our  power  the  flrength  of  our  enemy.     As  well 
might  it  be  faid  that  a  man,  with  his  back  againfl  a  wall,  defend- 
ing himfelf  from  the  attacks  of  an  antagonifl,  ought  only  to 
parry,  and  never  to  pufh  againft  that  antagonift,  even  though 
a  favourable  opportunity  offered ;  for  a  man  attacked  to  ma- 
nage his  defence  fo  idly,  would  inevitably  end  In  his  being 
fubdued,  and  oontradift  every  principle  of  the  art  of  defence* 
Jufl  fo  it  would  be  found  with  any  two  powers,  even  fup- 
pofing  them  to  be  equally  matched ;  if  that  power  who  afted 
lipon  the  defenfive  fyftem  did  not  endeavour  to  conquer  the 
enemy  by  every  means  in  its  power,  it  muft  undoubtedly  at 
length  be  itfelf  conquered.     In  his  humble  judgment,  his 
Lordfhip  faid,  the  bell  mode  of  defence  was  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country,  as  far  as  from  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  war  it  fhould  be  prafticable.     The  care  of 
the  French,  that  was  fo  officioufly  affefted  in  that  and  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  t]ie  Earl  remarked,  was  fome- 
what  fingular.     In  former  wars  with  France,  no  fuch  anxiety 
in  their  behalf  had  been  manifefled,  or  even  thought  feemly 
or  becoming.     He  was  at  a  lofs  to  what  caufe  to  afcribe  it ; 
but  whatever  motive  produced  fo  flrange  a  phenomenon  in  the 
minds  of  Englifhmen,  whatever  might  be  the  origin  of  thofe 
feelings,  he  thanked  God  their  influence  was  not  very  exten- 
sive^ and  he  was  fure,  that -as  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  this 

country 
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of  praifc  and  thanks  to  his  Nobk  Friend  for  the  motion  which 
he  had  brought  forward,  and  much  moTC  particulariy  for  the 
able,  manly,  and  eloquent  manner  in  which  he  had  fupparted 
it,  by  arguments,  which,  from  the  turn  the  debate  had  taken, 
appeared  Jiot  eafy  to  be  refuted,  as  no  fatisfaaory  anfwer  had 

Iet  been  given  to  any  one  of  them.  To  compliment  the  Noble 
>uke  in  adequate  terms,  however  merited,  and  however  6». 
cerely  they  might  come  from  him,  was  a  talk  that,  were  he 
equal  to  it,  the  ddicacy  arifing  from  the  Noble  Duke's  being 
prefent,  muft  prevent  mm  from  attempting.    There  was  ono 
point,  neverthelefs,  which  he  could  not  omit  to  mention,  and 
that  ivas,   when  a  perfon  of   the  Noble  Duke's  high  rank 
thought  it  his  duty  to  come  forward  with  refolutions,  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  interefts  of  his  country,  that  fingle  tz6t  muft. 
give  the  lie  dire£l  to  all  thofe  infi  ouations  he  was  forry  to  hear 
within,  and  all  thofe  mifreprcfenutions  without  doors,  bv 
which  an  attempt  was  made  to  hold  out  to  the  people,  tbatadl 
thofe  who  were  not  friends  to  the  war,  and  the  deftmdive 
fyftem  purfued  by  the  prefent  minifters,  were  enemies  to  the 
country,  and  men  who  wilhed  to  fubvert  the  conftitution^ 
and  overturn  all  oider  in  the  government,  religion,  and  pro*, 
perty  of  Great  Britain.    Surely,  fuch  a  grofs  calumny  could 
not  be  cad  on  his  Noble  Friend,  or  the  odier  Noble  Duke 
who  had  fpoken  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  without  incurring  - 
the  charge  of  lunacy  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  ihould  attempt 
fo  abfurd  a  thing,  a't  to  hint  even  that  the  Noble  Duke,  or  any 
of  his  friends,  were  enemies  to  that  conftitution^  which  pro* 
vided  fuch  ample  fecurity  for  private  property.     Fortunately^ 
neither  infinuation  nor  perfecution  could  attach  to  the  illuftri* 
ous  charafler  who  that  evening  brought  forward  bis  propo* 
fitions.      He    was    as    elevated   in  rank   as   in   ideai   and 
equally  fuperior  to  the  petty  attacks  of  malevolence,  or  the 
mean  allurements  of  anibition.    Defceoded  from  one  of  the 
nobleft  families  in  this  country,  in  fortune  unequalled,  of  ex. 
altcd  connexions,  great  in  the  qualities  of  nature,   and  ftill 
greater  by  the  improvement  of  fcicnce  and  of  art,  he  could 
^lot  be  accufed  of  endeavouring  to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  or 
of  having  confpired  with  the  enemies  of  his  country.    From 
him,  therefore,  refolutions  of  this  complexion  came  with  a* 
peculiar  grace,  fince,  in  the  time  of  infurre£tion,  he  had  fo 
much  to  lofe;  and,  in  the  moment  of  alarm,  fo  much  to  en-« 
«}cavour  to  preferve.    It  had  been  often  faid,  that  Oppofition 
had  brought  forward  nothing  new. 

A  Noble  Lord  that  day,  in  his  comments  on  the  fpeech  of 
his  Noble  Friend,  obfisrved,  that  he  had  urged  nothing  new. 
Nf  \v !  What  novelty  did  the  Noble  Lord  cxpcdl  i   What  no- 
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vclty  would  he  dcGre  ?  Did  not  every  Gazette  gratify  his 
eager  curiofity  ?  Did  not  every  Gazette,  and  every  private 
letter  from  Flanders,  bring  new  accounts  of  expenditure,  and 
new  accounts  of  bloodflied  ?  Thcfc  were  arguments,  and 
ftrong  ones,  againft  the  war.  Every  day,  new  proofs  of  the 
ixicreafe  of  our  expenditure,  and  new  returns  of  the  lofs  of  the 
lives  of  our  foldiers,  were  received.  New  and  unexampled  de- 
vaftatioa  of  life  and  property  was  the  offspring  of  every  hour, 
and  Ae  fub}e£k  of  each  dtftin£i  communication  of  intelligence 
from  the  continent.  It  was,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every 
honeft  nsan  to  watch  the  rifing  events  of  the  campaign,  and  to 
propofe,  without  intermiffion,  fome  remedy  for  the  evils,  that 
increaftd  with  each  revolving  day.  In  his  mind,  every  man 
that  was  killed,  and  every  pound  that  the  war  coft,  was  a 
new,  an  additional,  and  a  weighty  reafon  for  putting  a  ftop 

to  it. 

With  regard  to  the  poflibility  of  making  peace,  and  the 
terms  upon  which  it  might  be  negociated,  he  faw  none  of 
thoie  difficulties  which  fome  people  were  afraid  of;  hnd  fuch 
difficulties  as  there  were,  he  believed  were  created  by  thofe 
who  were  ready  to  repeat  the  common-place  queftion  of  mi- 
nifters,  Who  can  you  treat  witli  ?  A  queftion  which  precluded 
a  particular  defcription  of  men  from  being  in  any  fituation  to 
snake  peace  with,  and  of  courfe  fet  up  an  infurmountabie  bar 
to  the  condufion  of  the  war. 

The  Earl  replied  to  what  Lord  Auckland  hnd  faid  about  the 
wording  of  his  memorial,  as  not  being  intended  for  the  ruling 
party  in  France,  but  for  a  few  individuals  •,  nnd  contended, 
that  almott  the  whole  of  the  conduft  of  miniftcrs  riuring  the 
war  had  been  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  He  rr: probated 
the  idea  that  this  country  fliould  never  make  peace  till  the  an- 
cient monarchy  of  France  was  re-eftablifiied,  and  every  m^n 
put  in  his  former  place  i  an  idea,  in  his  contciUplation,  equally 
abfurd  and  impra£ticablc.  With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  in  that  country  being  for  monarchy,  he 
had  been  in  it,  and,  from  the  beft  information  he  could  obtain 
there,  or  had  been  able  to  learn  fmce,  he  never  had  heard  that 
it  was  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  which  was  tl^eir  with,  how- 
ever much  diey  might  be  difpleafed  with  the  ruling  party  at 
the  time.  . 

Much  had  been  faid,  his  I-iordftiip  obferved,  about  the  un- 
warrantable difcontents  of  this  country,  which  now  notori- 
oufly  exifted,  and  were  daily  growing  worfe ;  no  wonder  it 
was  foj  when  opprcflions  multiplied,  complaints  would 
abound)  and  if  no  remedies  were  applied  to  fuch  ulcers,  t!ie 
blame  lay  at  the  door  of  thofe  that  had  the  power  of  hca'l  - .:, 
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and  would  not  fufier  the  obvious  remedy  to  be  applied,  and 
not  at  the  doot  of  thofe  whb  fmarted  under  the  difeafe. 

If  the  people  cofnplained,  they  ought,  in  fome  meafure,  ta 
\^c  forgiven  for  doing  fo ;  and  that  fyftem  of  profecution^ 
whereby  fpics  and  informers  were  employed  to  ptotokt  and 
irritate  mens  minds,  that,  when  they  had  excited  an  involun«< 
tary  expreifion,  in  the  heat  of  paffion,  thev  might  ground  an 
accufation,  was,  in  his  conception,  mod  Icancblous  and  dif- 

Graceful  to  Government.  Many  induftrious  manufadlurers/ 
y  no  means  plotting  againft  the  ftate  or  conftitution,  might, 
in  a  heavy  moment  of  calamity,  give  vent  to  fome  unhappy 
exclamation,  which  (hould  be  fufiered  to  die  and  be  forgotten^ 
tiow  many  families  were  reduced,  by  the  increafing  poor- 
rates,  the  accumulation  of  taxes,  and  the  deoay  of  trade,  ta 
the  moil  abje£k  (late  of  penury  and  wretchednefs  ?  And, 
furely,  if  with  a  heart-burfting  figh  they  poured  out  a  fcn-» 
tence  of  complaint ;  if,  when  not  only  in  want  of  fubfiftence, 
they  were  deprived  of  the  very  tools  in  their  trade,  for  gaining 
it,  if  thoy  fliould  venture  to  murmur,  the  caufe  of  their  grief 
iliould  be  confidered,  and  the  matter  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

HisLordfliip  took  a  view  of  the  armies  abroad^  and  branded 
the  returns  in  the  Gaeette,  after  every  a£lton,  with  dupKcity  and 
delufion ;  which,  he  faid,  were  obvioufly  ofed  to  conceal  the 
true  ftatcmcnt  from  the  people,  and  deceive  them'  with  mif- 
taken  notions  of  fuccefs.  To  fupport  this  aflertion,  he  Oated 
what  he  confidered  as  an  unwarrantable  ii\ftance  of  the  f.i<[l, 
viz.  the  wilful  fuppreffion  of  the  names  of  officers,  however 
brave  and  aftive,  by  any  means  related  to  or  conncfted  with 
^erfons  of  oppofitc  opinions  to  the  minifter  in  this  country*- 
He  named  one  in  particular.  Colonel  Fox,  an  officer  who  had 
fignalifed  himfclf  in  repeated  engagements ;  and  efpecially  on 
a  late  occafion,  when  his  fcrvices  were  highly  meritorious  i- 
though  his  name  was  not  mentioned  itt  the  London  Gazette, 
the  foreign  papers  had  done  him  juftrce. 

The  other  artifices  the  Earl  mentioned  were  the  delay  ifl  the* 
account  of  a  defeat,  and  the  acceleration  in  the  report  of  a 
viftory  ;  the  immediate  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  enemy  whenever  unfuccefsful,  and  vice  verfa^  the  funf 
total  of  the  enemy,  with  the  lofs  of  the  Englifli  only,  whereby 
the  ignorant,  the  credulous,  and  fuperficial,  were  induced  to*, 
believe,  that  the  Britifli  forces  were  fo  tranfcendant  to  the 
French.  He  read  the  returns  of  the  22d,  by  wj^yof  illuftra* 
t»on,  and  contraltcd  it  with  that  of  the  Pere  Dudefne^  and 
the  Bulletin  of  tl)e  Emperor.  The  Eullctin  dates  the  lofa 
of  the  French  ra  twelve  tUur^iid  and  tl.c  allicj)  at  fix  thou-» 
UmI. 
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In  our  nayal,  as  in  our  land  forces,  the  fame  artifices  Urertf 
Open  to  deteAioni  as  might  be  proved  by  reference  to  varioui 
.  maritime  events.  With  regard  to  the  argument  of  a  Noble 
Earl,  thit  not  a  (hilling  of  the  new  ta^es  had  yet  come  out 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  he  was  aware  that  the  money  for  the 
fubfidies  would  be  paid  out  of  the  fums  raifed  at  a  former  pe- 
riod for  the  prefervation  of  trade  j  but  ftill  there  were  other 
fums  to  be  accoutited  for,  «nd  other  lofies,  which  no  Noble 
Lord  could  deny  mlift  ultimately  be  fudained  by  the  people. 
The  loan  for  the  Emperor  alfo,  and  the  four  hundred  thoufand 
J)'?und8,  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  be 
p-M  by  the  Dutch,  as  the  quota  of  the  Pruffian  fubfidy,  fur- 
r.fnec  hio  Lordfliip  with  a  ground  for  a  variety  of  remarks. 

The  Earl  contended,  that  It  was  highly  impolitic  for  us,  as 
i  commercial  nation,  to  continue  the  war  with  Prance,  fincc, 
at  tlie  commencement  of  it,  we  had  fo  long  difclaimed  all  in- 
terference, and  apparently  approved  fo  much  of  their  proceed- 
ings, that  many  pcrfons  had,  in  confecjuenct,  laid  out  money 
to  a  large  amount*  upon  the  church  lands  and  demefnes  of  thi 
Noblefle,  which  money  had  become  forfeited,  in  confequence 
oi  fubfequenc  decrees  of  the  Convention,  and  could  never  be 
tecovered.  He  defcribed  the  deplorable  fituation  of  our  allies 
in  general,  the  interruption  bf  manufaflurcs  and  com- 
inerce,  and  the  rife  of  infurahce  at  home.  Even  admitting 
the  refources  of  the  country  to  be  in  the  moft  favourable  ftate, 
it  certainly  requited  prudence  to  manage  them*  He  dwelc 
Upon  the  reliance  which  minifters  had  always  entertained,  that, 
by  well-difciplined  tfoops,  they  Vr*ere  to  conquer  France. 
Every  man,  who  knew  what  had  happened,  muft  give  up  that 
idea,  and  acknowledge,  as  all  military  then  did,  that  two 
campaigns  of  hard  fighting  was  the  beft  leftbn  for  making 

food  foldiers.  Upon  what  grounds  did  minifters  found  their 
opes  of  fuccefs  ?  Were  they  more  likely  to  obtain  their  object 
this  year  than  the  laft,  when  a  very  large  body  of  infurgents 
in  La  Vendee  were  in  the  fame  tune  with  the  minifters  in  this 
country  ?  Where  were  thofe  Royj\rji.s  at  prcfcnt  ?  The  recent 
accounts  from  France,  conveyed  by  every  newfpaper  in  Eu- 
J-ope,  aiTured  us  that  tbcy  were  fupptefled,  Vanqiiiflied,  and 
dcftroyed.  Notwithftandmg  that  the  French  nation  was  ftated 
by  fome  Noble  Lords  to  be  hoftile  to  the  ruling  powers,  and 
that  their  foldiers  were  ready  to  yield  their  atms  to  the  allies, 
final  experience  had  but  too  well  proved,  that  they  would 
hever  yieid  tlie  palm  of  vi£lory,  unlefs  an  fuch  ocCafions  when 
they  are  out-gcneraled  or  overpowered  by  numbers.    Their 

Erefcnt  condition  was  worthy  of  remark  :    The  whole  nation 
as  been  trained  to  arms  for  the  hft  three  years.    Their  vete- 
rans) 


I»(  WObDTALL'S  PAHUAMttTTAlty  tttollTS.  tUft»t« 

irans,  and  thofc  of  the  allies,  let  it  be  fuppofed,  had  petifiied  in 
the  war,  or  died  of  age  or  difeafc ;  when  the  raw  recruits  of 
tiiis  country  (gallant  and  ralorous  as  Britons  ererfitove  them-^ 
felres)  were  brought  to  oppofe  thcm»  it  #as  iifote  than  can- 
be  expeded,  that  their  native  cpurage  flionld  pttVail  over  dif- 
cipline  and  experience.  It  was  mudi  to  be  feared,  that  the 
alienation  of  the  church  lands,  and  the  eftntes  of  the  emigraatsr 
had  given  to  the  mafs  of  the  people  an  ifitereft  in  the  fupport 
of  the  prefent  rulers,  that  could  not  be  eaifily  (haken  by  foreign 
armies.  If«  however,  their  whole  fyflem  could  be  overturned^ 
and  we  were  to  fucceed  in  placing  a  monarch  upon  the  throne^^ 
we  ought  to  calculate  the  expence  of  maintaining  him  in  his^ 
£tuation,  contrary  to  the  wiihes  of  the  majority  oAhe  nation. 

His  Lordfliip  took  a  genetal  review  oi  the  Amerkran  war, 
our  condu£l  in  the  purfuit  of  which,  in  ^[great  meafttre,  he 
maintained,  coincided  with  oar  prefent :  The  fame  langtftige 
bad  been  ufed  to  their  leaders,  which  was  applied  to  thofe  in 
power  in  France :  We  had  ofiered  a  reward  for  the  bead  of 
Waihington,  calling  hitn  traitor,  &c.  but,  in  the  end,^  we  were 
obliged  to  treat  with  that  able  and  diftingtuQied  General :  He 
doubted  much  if  tre  fliould  not  be  under  a  fimiiar  neceflity 
again:  At  all  events,  it  would  be  pcfitic  not  to  continue  the 
war,  as  the  fubfidies  we  had  entered  into  were  as  much  as  we 
could  well  bean  Laft  year  we  found  it  neceflary  to  aid  the 
commerce  of  diis  country  widi  Exchequer  Bills  to  the  amount 
cf  five  milliotis :  This  fum  was  likely  to  be  drawn  from  the 
country  by  the  loan  of  the  Emperor.^  The  fnbfidy  to  the  King, 
cf  Fruffia  would  like#Sfe  take  two  millions  from  England,  not 
to  mention  the  fiibfidy  to  the  Prince  of  Hefle  CaiTel,  the 
EleQor  of  Hanovef^  tnd  the  King  of  Sardinia;  and  he  mucht 
doubted,  that,  inftead  of  a  loan  the  next  yeso*  to  the  Emperor,, 
a  fubfidy  would  be  demanded.  Thus  were  we  likely  to  bear 
the  burden  of  the  war,  the  obje£t  of  which  has  been  changed 
fince  laft  year,  and  might  be  again  changed  before  the  next. 

Peace,  for  reafons  which  had  been  repeatedly  mentioned  in 
that  Houfe,  tras  the  moft  defirable  thing  for  the  nation  atlarge> 
and  therefore  deferved  the  concurrence  of  every  Nobhr  Lord 
who  wiOied  well  to  the  profperity  of  his  country. 

The  Noble  Earl  (Fitstwilliam),  his  Lordfliip  obferved,  had. 
faid,  that  the  monarchy  of  I'rance  muft  be  eftablifhed  before 
peace  could  be  reftored.  It  was  the  firft  time  he  bad  heard 
that  langu;lge  from  his  Lordfliip,  and  he  fincerely  trufted  it 
would  be  the  laft. 

He  contemplated  the  fubfcriptions  in  this  country,  which 
he  compared  to  the  forced  loan  adopted  by  Banrere  and  the 
Committee  of  Safety.    In  every  point  of  view^  lie  muft  fup- 
port 
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Eon  the  propoficioiia,  which,  for  the  happindd  cf  ib^  country^ 
e  hq>ed  would  be  carried. 

Lord  Lauderdale  concluded  by  declaring,  diat  it  was  feme 
confolation  to  hiip,  amidft^  tbefe  proceedtngtf  that  his  name 
would  so  down  to  pofterity  on  the  Journals  oi  that  Houie  widi 
the  Noble  Duke  woo  propofed  thefe  Refolutions. 

£ari  FitMmlliam^  in  explanationt  iaid^  that  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale  bad  mtfconceived  his  argument,  when  he  had 
fti^ed  it  as  going  to  the  re^eftablilhment  of  die  ancient  defpor* 
ifm  of  France,  which  had  not  been  the  drift  of  it,  nor  in  the 
Imalleft  degree  within  his  meaning.  His  Lordfhip  Ciid,  th^t 
he  had  ftated,  and  he  was  ftill  of  opinion,  that  a  govemment 
of  the  monarchic  form  was  the  moft  likely,  indeol  the  only, 
one,  that  could  be  looked  up  to  as  permanently  founded,  and 
from  which  could  be  rationally  e:ipe£led  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
that  affliAed  France,  and  widi  a  communication  ot  which  other 
nations  were  threatened.  At  the  fame  time  his  Lordfhip  did 
not  pretend  to  define  what  were  the  modifications  to  which 
kingly  govemtnent  fhould  he  fubjed  in  France  ^  that^  he  faid^ 
ou^t  to  be  left  to  the  adjuftinent  of  the  French  themfelves. 

Lord  Hawke/bury  (who  had  rifen  once^  before  to  fpeak,.  but' 
gave  way  to  another  Noble  I^rd)  faid,  that  if  h^  wae;  to  an- 
fwer  all  that  had  been  advanced  by  Noble  Lords  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  he  ihould  be  obliged  to  anfwer  every  thing  that 
had  been  faid  on  that  fide  for  the  whole  feffion  \  for  every  thing 
that  had  been  faid  on  every  motion  which  had  been  made  in 
diat  Houfe  for  the  whole  tefEon,  had  been  coUedled  into  their 
arguments  of  that  night :  He  would  not,  therefore,  wafte  their 
time  with  fuch  a  dull  repetition,  but  proceed  to  thofe  few 
points  which  had-  any  pretenfions  to  novelty.  He  profefled 
that  he  entertained  a  high  refped  for  the  Noble  Duke  who 
brought  forward  the  Refolutions,  for  his  rank,  for  his  propertyj^ 
and  for  his  talents  |  but  he  had  heard  from  a  Noble  Peer  (Fitz- 
'  William)  a  feecies  of  eloquence  of  the  beft  and  nobleft  kind, 
die  voice  of  a  lai^,  populous,  trading,  and  manufa£turing 
county.  He  wof  Id  fet  the  authority  of  the  one  againft  the. 
authority  of  the  other,  and  had  little  doubt  which  would  pre* 
ponderate  in  the  minds  of  the  Houfe^  He  reminded 
their  Lordihips,  that  there  was  no  ftep  which  they  fliould  be 
fo  cautious  m  taking  as  that  of  interfering  with  the  roya^ 
prerogatiye,  more  particularly  in  any  thing  refpe^ing  peace 
or  war.  Tim  enemy  might  infer  from  it,  that  the  legiflative 
part  of  the  Government  was  adverfe  to  the  executive,  and 
nuke  peace  doubly  difficult  of  attainment.  It  would  blow  the 
fparks  of  diflention,  too,  among  our  allies ;  and  from  that 
A^pment  die  enemy,  would  rear  his  creft  with  more  formidable 
^  bold- 
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^Moeft.  His  Lordlhip  faid,  that  this  country  was  the  foul  of 
the  confederacy  againft  France.  If  our  allies  Ihould  fee  that  a 
iMraiicb  of  the  Government  was  averfe  to  the  continuance  of 
this  obje£i,  they  would  become  difpiriteJi  mutual  diftruft 
would  enfue,  and  the  confcnuence  would  be  fatal  to  Europe* 
in  giving  to  the  Frendi  a  decided  advantage  over  their  enemies. 
His  liOrdiblp  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  lor  two  or  three  years 
imtecedeat  to  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Government  had 
declined  interfering  with  the  concerns  of  France ;  and  in  re- 
turn for  his  friendly  quiefcence^  the  republicans  had  aflailed 
our  allies^  fomented  fedition  and  difcontent  in  the  bowels  of 
our  country,  to  overturn  our  government,  and  finallv  attacked 
us  in  openly  avowed  hoftility.  Not  having  intertered  with 
them»  his  Lordfliip  contended  that  France  (hould  not  have  in- 
terfered with  us  $  and  their  making  war  upon  us  unprovokedt 
he  faid,  undoubtedly  eave  us  new  rights ;  no  man  who  knew 
the  law  of  nations  cotild  qucftion  the  propriety  of  our  attack^ 
ing  them  in  every  way  that  could  conduce  to  our  ultimate  fuc- 
cefs,  after  they  had  provoked  us  to  refiftance  on  principles  o^ 
ielf«defence. '  •  And  he  relied  upon  it,  that  no  permanent 
peace  could  be  hoped  for  with  France,  while  the  government 
there  was  aAing  on  their  prefent  fyilem  i  that  is  to  fay,  inters* 
lering  with  all  other  governments.  If,  therefore,  he  were 
uOicd^  what  was  the  molt  fpeedy  method  of  procuring  peace,  ho 
would  fay,  it  was  a  change  in  that  government  \  and  he  was 
perfuaded,  that  a  people  of  twenty-five  millions  oould  not,  by 
any  poflibility,  be  held  under  a  republican  form  of  governs 
ment :  A  proof  of  this  was,  tliat  England,  a  nation  of  fewer: 
people,  and  polTefling  for  centuries  a  government  which  con<»' 
tained  a  portion  of  republicanifm  in  its  compofition,  found  it 
impoffible  to  fink  into  a  form  totally  republican;  and,  after  a 
hpfe  of  fourteen  years,  gladly  returned  (at  the  Reftoration)  to. 
the  monarchical  form  of  government. 

With  regard  t6  an  obfervatioo  which  had  fallen  from  a  Noble 
Duke,  that,  indead  of  adding  to  the  national  debt,  we  ought 
to  raife  the  whole  money  wanted  each  year  by  taxes  i  the  pro** 

Eofition,  he  contended,  was  a  mod  vifionary  one.  No  man 
ad  ventured  to  go  greater  or  bolder  lengths  that  way,  than  hia 
Right  Hon.  Fricn'd  at  the  head  of  theTreafury had  done  already* 
in  the  cafe  of  the  SpaniQi  armament;  in  the  prefent  cafe  he  ftilL 
had  done  much,  by  pledging  himfclf,  and  the  Parliament,  to  ap- 
ply a  million  yearly  to  the  finking  fund.  Money,  his  Lordihip 
added,  never  was  fo  plentifully  in  circulation  as  at  prefent: 
The  conquell  of  the  Weft  India  i&ands  was  a  new  and  extras- 
ordinary  fource  of  wealth,  and  it  would  foon  be  found  to  bo 
in  aftonifiiing  means  of  ipcreaCog  the  nation^  ^ovtgi^BFte^. 
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^nd  confequently  increafing  the  national  revenue.  Thof6 
iflanda  had,  to  his  knowledge,  produced  to  France  ten  n.illionft 
yearly.  We  had  already  got  twchthirds  of  them }  fo  that  there 
was  a  benefit  accruing  from  the  war.  of  at  leaft  two*thirds  of 
ten  millions  yearly  i  and  he  hoped  Ihortly  it  would  amount  tq . 
the  whole  of  that  annual  fum.  This  was  not  all ;  our  manu* 
ia£lurers  would  be  employed  in  increafing  numbers,  and 
wealth  would  by  that  means  be  daily  flowing  m  upon  us,  in  a 
conftantly  and  uniformlr  increafing  proportion* 

Tie  Marquis  of  Lanfiofvn  paid  the  Duke  of  Bedford  fbnu^ 

handfome  compliments  on  the  ability  with  which  he  had  in* 

troduced  his  Refolutions;  but  faid,  that  after  the  fate  of  th^ 

feveral  propofitions  whidi  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion* 

been  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Noble  Lords  who  agreed 

with  him  on  political  fubjeds,  and  by  himfelf,  he  could  not 

entertain  the  hope  that  even  the  Refolutions  proppfed  that 

flight  by  his  Noble  Friend,  would  be  agreed  to;  he  hoped  an4 

believed,  however,  that  the  difcuffion  would  induce  the  mode* 

rate  body  of  the  people  at  large,  which  conftituted  the  real 

power  of  the  ftate,  to  aflemble  in  a  legal  manner  in  the  courfe  of 

the  fummer,  and  exprefs  their  decided  opinion  on  the  evils  under 

which  we  laboured -in  profecuting  a  war,  the  motives  and 

grounds  of  which  had  been  fo  often  changed  by  minifters,  and 

the  termination  of  which  appeared  to  be  fo  diftant.    The 

p  Marquis  faid,*  he  was  convinced  that  the  ftrong  voice  of  the 

governed  would  ultimately  produce  upon  the  governing  the 

f alutary  tfkBt  which  it  muft  always  be  attended  with,  that  of 

awakening  them  to  the  true  interefts  of  the  people.    It  could 

not  be  obje£led  to  the  Noble  Lords  in  Oppbfition,  that  they 

had  any  motive  to  induce  them  to  wifli  for  difcontents  or  in« 

furreflions  among  the  people.    Would  it  not  be  found,  upon 

the  flighted  view,  that  they  had  asgreat  a  property  at  ftake  as 

his  Majefty's  prefent  minifters  ?    Would  it  not  appear,  tha( 

they  were  not  inferior  in  ability  or  integrity  to  the  members  of 

the  Cabinet  ?    The  Noble  Duke,  who  brought  forward  the 

Refolutions  that  day,  was  an  eminent  inftance  \  it  would  not 

be  faid  that  he,  who  had  the  largeft  property  in  the  country^ 

could  poflibly  wifli  for  the  introdudion  of  anarchy.    Was  it 

to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Noble  Duke  in  the  Blue  Ribbon  (the 

Duke  of  Grafton),  who' had,  with  fo  much  honour  to  himfelf^ 

held  the  moft  exalted  fituations  in  the  ftate,  and  fuperintended 

for  fo  long  time  the  Treafury  of  this  country,  who  had  fo  long 

retired  to  benefit  his  country  in  another  way,  by  improvements 

in  agriculture,  came  from  his  retirement  tor  iuch  purpofes  a| 

thofe,  which  the  enemies  of  the  country  were  faid  to  purfue,  and 

bad  any  inducement  to  confound  all  order  ?  Or  that  the  Noble 

Vol.  IV.  Ee  Earl 
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Earl  near  him  (Derby),  who  pofleiTeci  (o  many  good  things,  and 
no  man  knew  better  the  proper  ufe  of  them,  ihouldiiave  it  iq 
his  contemplapon  to  incite  his  neighbours  of  Prefton,  and  the 
adjacent  townsj  tp  rapine  and  plunder  ? 

It  had  been  faid^  with  fomewhat  like  triumph,  that  th^ 
fmallnefs  of  their  numbers  was  no  proof  of  the  weaknefs  of 
their  sirgppients ;  fmall  as  their  pumpers  were,  he  believed  the 
prcfent  nine  yrould  foon  increafe  to  ninety :  At  any  rate,  fmall 
as  the  minority  appeared,  it  was  as  numerous  a^  his  Majefty'^ 
irabinet;  and  in  refpe£l  to  charafter,  riches,  property,  and 
abilities,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  Country  to  determine,  which 
had  the  pre-eminence.  He  trufted  minifters  would  no  longer 
level  thefe  calumnies  at  the  Minority^  the  Country  would 
judge  to  whom  they  were  moR  applicable,  the  levellers,  or 
thole  at  whom  they  were  levelled*  There  were  in  the  coun- 
try two  other  defcriptions  of  men,  alarmers  and  ajarmifts ;  hq 
need  not  ftate  which  were  in  fad  the  worft ;  if  the  latter 
peant  Yl^elF,  in  their  effc^ks,  at  leaft,  they  were  as  dangerous  as 
the  others. 

The  fentiments  of  the  Minority  would,  fooner  or  later,  have 
their  fair  forcc^  aud>  by  timely  attention  to  their  advice,  the 
miferles  already  incurre4)  and  which  he  bad  anticipated,  migh$ 
have  been  averted. 

The  prefent  was  a  period  in  which  every  man  (hould  per- 
haps reprefs  the  fpirit  of  prophecy }  fo  extraordinary  had  been 
the  events  of  the  prefent  war,  that  the  wifcft  fpeculations  had 
been  baffled.  He  could  not,  therefore,  furmife  what  might  be 
the  future  fyftem  of  government  in  France  j  but  were  he  to 
offer  before  that  Houie  his  private  opinion,  he  ihould  think  a 
federal  union  of  the  departments  would  be  a  fyftem  beft 
adapted  for  the  happinefs  of  that  country,  and  the  advantage 
of  this.  It  was  chimerical  to  look  for  the  reftoration  of  Mo- 
narchy in  France*  Thofe  who  thought  a  coronatbn  the  cure 
for  all  political  evil,  likened  the' ftate  of  that  country  to  our 
own  previous  to  the  Reftoration.  He  faw"  not  the  moft 
diftant  poitits  of  (imilarity.  *  Cromwell  had  but  little  alienated 

Sroperty.  The  great  bulk  of  the  fortunes  of  this  country 
ood  unimpaired  and  unfequeftered.  *  The  kingly  power  was 
therefore  neceflary ;  it  was  the  centre  of  union,  and  the  con- 
folidation  of  intcrefts.  But  no  fober  man  could  imagine  for  a 
moment,  if  France  were  brought  to-morrow  to  accept  a  So- 
vereign of  oiir  dictation,  that  any  thing  like  reftoration  and 
rcftitution  of  property  could  ever  be  made. '  The  whole  body 
of  wealth  had  fo  totally  paiTed  away  from  its  original  pofle^brs, 
that  nothing  like  that  fort  of  recompence  could  ever  be  ex- 
pefted,  becaufe  it  w^  prima  facte  impra£ticable.     ~     .  - »   ^ 

;  ■■.-.'•.•••.  It 
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It  had  been  dated,  that  no  man  was  now  fufEired  to  pofTefs 
inore  than  two  hundred  a  year  :  This,  the  Noble  Marquis  de- 
nied. He'  faid,  that,  from  very  refpeclablc  information, 
he  was  aiTured,  that  fcveral  large  fortunes  were  ftill  fufFeredto 
appertain  to  individuals  untouched  by  the  Executive  Govern- 
inent. 

Hi^  Lordfhip  adverted  to^  the  fituation  of  the  allied  armies 
on  the  Continent,  which,  he  maintained,  were  unable  to  fub^ 
jugate  France,  it  having  appeared^  by  experience,  that  the  ve- 
teran troopd  of  Auilria  and  Pruflia,  conducted  by  the  ableft 
generals  of  the  age,  had  been  inadequate  to  the  attempt  of 
conquering  men  who  were  infpired  with  an  enthufiaftic  love 
of  the  welfare  of  their  country.  With  regard  to  the  Englifli 
troops  on  the  Continent,  the  devaftation  among  them  might 
be  conceived,  from  the  hGt^  that  boys  of  fixteen  {ears  of  age 
were  captains  of  cavalry  *,  that,  to  replace  the  fineft  body  of 
troops  of  that  dcfcription,  which  perhaps  the  world  ever  faw, 
were  fent  out,  horfes  which  had  never  been  ridden,  and  mea 
that  had  never  rode.  The  Marquis  faid,  he  would  not  at  that 
htc  hour  of  the  night  intrude  longer  on  their  Lordfliips* 
time,  but  content  himfelf  with  declaring,  that  from  the  mod! 
ihature  and  difpafhonate  confideration  he  could  give  the  con- 
Aud  of  mtnifters,  he  thought  it  of  fuch  a  ra(h  and  unjuftifiable 
nature,  that  if  he  had  any  perfonal  animofity  to  them,  he 
fliould  not  wi(h  them  to  adopt  different  meafures,  as  they 
ftiuft  terminate  in  the  confufion  of  their  abettors  and  pro- 
moters ;  and  happy  would  it  be  for  the  country,  if  they  only 
Were  likely  to  fuffer  for  this  mifcondu£l ;  but  if  the  fame  pro^ 
digality  they  purfued  (hould  be  perfifted  in,  fo  that  the  re* 
fources  of  tne  country  (hould  be  exhaufted,  which  was  not 
Unlikely,  the  ruin  would  be  general,  and  every  individual  mud 
fufFcr.  He  ardently  hoped  that  hoftilities,  which  dcftroyed 
our  beft  interefts,  would  be  purfued  no  longer,  and  that  the 
prefcnt  perilous  experiment  would  be  the  )alt.— Before  he  fat 
down,  the  Marquis  faid  the  motion  of  adjournment  was  the 
mod  odious  mode  of  negativing  the  Refolutions  of  his  Noble 
Friend  (the  Duke  of  Bedford)  tliat  could  have  been  reforted 
to. 

Lord  GrenviUe  felt  it  unneceflary  to  enter  much  upon  a 
fubjea:  which,  though  ably  and  eloquently  introduced  by  the 
Noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion,  wanted  at  leaft  the  grace  of 
novelty.  The  various  arguments  adduced  in  fupport  of  the 
motion/  their  Lordfliips  would  recollect  had  been  again  and 
again  urged  iu  the  courfe  of  the  felfion,  and  as  often  repelled 
by  reply  on  the  part  of  individual  Lords,  and  by  the  general 
decifion  of  the  Houl'e.  He  thought  it  right,  however,  on  the 
prefcnt  oc^afion^  to  counteraft  any  imprcfllon  which  the  de- 

£e  a  fponding 
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fpondmg  fpeecbes  of  fome  NoUe  Lords  might  poffiblj  make 
vpon  t&  hopes  and  expedation  of  (he  Public,  for  this  puif 
pofe,  he  would  curforiljtake  the  qaeftbnin  three  poiint  of 
view :  Firft,  as  it  regarded  our  comparative  fituation  with  the 
enemy  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war.  Secondly,  our  refourcea 
m  wealth  and  commerce^  to  continue  it  while  neceflary.  And 
thirdly,  the  internal  ftrcngth  of  this  country  contraftcd  with 
that  of  its  adverfary. 

Not  to  dwell  for  the  prefent  upon  the  olijeds  of  the  war« 
which  muft  ever  depend  upon  ctrcumftances,  and  chan^  with 
them,  the  leading  obje£i  at  every  time  muft  be  the  attamment 
of  a  fecure  and  permanent  peace.    This  was  an  obje&  which 
the  goveniment  of  France,  ever  fince  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  had  coaftantly  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  obtain. 
If  we  had  entered  into  any  negociation  with  the  peribns  whor 
laft  year  excelled  the  powers  of  government  in  France,  the 
execution  of  Brifibt  and  his  conf^erates  would  ihew  us  how. 
delufive  and  vain  fuch  an  attempt  muft  have  proved.    And 
from  a  late  proceeding  of  the  Convention,  it  was  manifefty 
the  prefent  government  was  as  precarious  and  unfubftantial  a» ' 
that  of  its  predeceflbrs  i  Barrere,  in  his  report  of  the  confpi- 
racy  of  his  former  colleague  Danton,  having  declared,  that  iC 
his  arreflt  and  execution  had  been  fufpended  for  a  (ingle  day, 
the  lives  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  as  well  as  thole 
pf  the  Convention,  would  indubitably  have  been  the  immedi- 
ate and  inevitable  facrifice*    It  had  been  argued,  that  the  fpe« 
cific  objefl  of  the  war  ought  to  be  ftated,  that  it  might  be 
known  what  were  our  profpeQs  of  peace.     In  no  former  war 
had  minifters  been  called  upon  to  make  fuch  a  declaration* 
There  was  but  one  juftifiable  obje£l  in'wav*^  wi.  peace;  a 
fecure,  folid,  and  advantageous  peace.    But  how  was  this  to 
Vc  cfFcftcd  ?  The  Noble  l5uke  had  failed,  where  every  perfon 
on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  failed,  in  ftating*with  whcAVe 
could  treat  for  peace.    When,  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
feffion,  he  had  himfelf  faid,  that  there  were  no  perlons  in  jitt 
France  with  whom  we  could  treat,  and  that  the,  authority  of 
(hofe  in  power  was  built  on  no  ftable  fouimation,  he  was  an«- 
fwercd,  Is  not  there  a  fecond  Conftitution  juft  eftabliflied  ?  Is 
there  not  an  Executive  Council  ?  Are  there  not  fcven  minifters- 
of  ftate  ?  How  ftood  the  matter  ?  The  laft  miferable  remnant 
of  this  miferable  ihadow  of  a  Conftitution  was  no  more,  the 
Executive  Council  was  no  longer  in  exiftence^  the  minifters  of 
ftate  had  been  all  dlfplaced,  and  the  Convention  itfelf  was  no 
tnore.    One  half  of  its  members  «had  been  guillotined,  and 
now  that  Robefyierre  and  Bafjrere,  to  prefcrvc  their  authority, 
had  even  facrifified  their  old  friend  and  help-mate  Danton»     . 
they  had  the  reftjKfjthaX  hady>it  was  true,  cntitely  at  their, 
j  difpofaU  , 
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difpofal  \  but  they  woul4  continue  fo  only  until  fome  new  de- 
tnagoguei  mote  dexterous  than  themfelves,  (hould  eftabliflihis 
iiew<ufyotifm  on  the  downfal  of  that  of  the  prefent  tyrants  of 
France.  Minifters  were  accufed  of  having  varied  in  their  ob« 
yeSL  Before  we  were  engaged  in  war,  we  had  certainly  pro-^ 
fefled  andobfenred  the  ftri^eft  neutrality,  andpromifed  not 
to  interfere  ia  their  internal  concerns}  being  at  war,  were  we 
to  be  bound  by  the  profeflions  made  in  time  of  peace  ?  We 
Were  forced  into  a  war  by  a  mod  wanton  aggreifion  on  the 
part  of  France  on  ourfelves  and  our  allies ;  we  continued  ia 
that  war  becaufe  we  could  obtain  no  fecurity  that  a  fimilav 
aggrelEon  might  not  be  renewed.  Peace,  he  had  already  faid» 
z  Kcure,  an  honourable  and  advantageous  peacC)  was  the  only 
juftobjed  of  war}  and  to  obtain  tnis  Qbjc&,hc  did. not  fee 
why  we  fliould  not  interfere  with  their  internal  concerns.  He 
would  go  further,  and  Would  agree  with  aNobkEarl,  that 
ihc  only  fecurity  we  could  obtain  for  a  permanent  peace,  was^ 
in  reftoring  the  monarchy  and  roralty  of  France.  This  was 
not  reftormg  its  ancient  defpotiim  i  the  abufes  of  the  mo» 
narchy  alone  were  defpotic}  the  monarchy  iticlf  was  not 
ib. 

Independent  of  the  radical  imperfeftion  of  fuch  a  govern* . 
ment  as  obtained  in  France  at  this  time,  the  prefent  rulerf 
ihewed  fo  inveterate  a  malignity  to  this  country,  that  it  would 
be  folly  to  rely  on  the  finoerity  of  their  in^ntions,  if  Indeed 
England  had  not  too  much  at  ftake  to  admit  of  any  compro* 
ini&«  When  the  Noble  Marquis  faid,  that  the  Peers  of  Oppo« 
fition  were  not  likely  to  facrifice  their  property  to  the  wild 
plans  of  Revolution|j(|^e  Noble  Marquis  mignt  have  aflced  him* 
ielf,  whether  j^hcdovernment,  and  the  great  bodvof  Parlia- 
ment, might  not  alfo  have  fome  feelings  of  the  iame  kind  I 
Wliether  they  had  not  fome  little  abilities  too  ?  And  whether 
shite  were  not  among  them  fome  entitled  to  the  character  oit 
integrity  I 

He  would  not  unneceflarily  detain  the  Houfe  with  any  re« 
'marks  on  our  ^comparative  (ituation  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war. 
The  flighted  vfew  would  (hew,  that  our  advances  were  fuch 
as  had  never  been  exceeded  in  any  firft  campaign  with  whicti 
our  hiftory  was  acquainted.  He  was  anxious,  however,  to 
come  to  a  circumdance  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  debate, 
which  was  certainly  of  a  nature  that  he  little  expedcd  to  hear  ^ 
he  meant  the  indudry  which  was  fuppofcd  to  be  ufed  by  his 
Majedy^s  fervantb  to  keep  back  the  stame  of  General 'Fox,  or 
fupprefs  that  good  opinion  which  his  country  ought  to  enter* 
tain  of  his  fervices.  He  profe/Tcd  him  ielf  totally  uninformed 
refpefting  thofe  papers  which  the  Noble  Earl  (Lauderdale) 
referred  to  :.  In  the  uatheutic  accounts  fcnt  over  by  the  illuf* 

tnotts 
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frious  commander  ia  chief,  uhdef  wliom  General  Fox  ferved,' 
he  was  mentioned  with  (hat  eulogy  which'  his  gallant  cbndudf 
called  for  ;  and  thercf  was  nothing  which  the  ihinifters  of  hir 
Majefty  ^i^uld  more  deTpife,  than*  thfe  nitsftinefs  of  under-*- 
rating  thcGcnerars  ferviceson  account  of  the  politrcal  diflfer- 
cnces  they  might  have  with  any  of  his  connexions  at  home. 
He  was  &  brave  and  gallant  offi^,-  and  had,  by  his*  merito- 
rious fervices,  evcfry  juft  claim  to  the  gbcfd  opinio  A  arid  g^ti-' 
tude  of  his  country.     In  the  comlifft  of  ef ery  war,  a  nation 
muft  rcafonably  expeft  to'  li^feet  with  fome  of  its  viciffitudes  5' 
and,  with  only  that  abatefnent,  we  might  rely  with  confidence 
on  the  fuperiority  of  fkill  and   difcipiine  in  otit  foldiers  and 
olEcers,  which  could  fcarcely  fail  of  producing  a  fuccefsful 
iHiie  to  the  donteft.— It  had  been  faJd,-  that  vrt  had  no  pro-* 
fpeft  of  filcccft.  He  would  challenge  any  NoUc  Lord  to  point 
out  a  page  in  hiftory,  where,  after  twdlve  years  war,  our  fuc«i 
cedes  had  been  ftated  to  have  been  equal  to  tfaofe  of  the  laft' 
Ardve  months.     If  we  looked  to  fofeign  acquifitions,  our  ad-' 
vantages  were  unbounded.    In  the  Weft  Indies  we  had  con«^ 
quered  ahnoft  all  that  the  fSnctny  poOefied  in  thoft  quarters, 
and  which  formerly  furniflied  them  with  great  refources  for' 
tirar.     In  the  Eaft,  we  muft  perceive,  that  not  a  place  was  left 
^ich  France  could  call  her  own  ;  and  this  was  a  fufficienf 
argument  to  fliew  our  maritime  and  commercial  fuperiority. 
The  trade  of  thofe  diftant  dependencies  would  pour  new 
jfkreams  of  wealth  into  the  lap  of  Great  Britain ;  and  fuch  wa» 
at  this  moment  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  our  commerce  and  our 
credit,  ho\rever  expenfive  and  unavoidable  the  continuance  of 
Ac  war,^  the  nation  hitherto  had  felt  little  inconvenience  from, 
its  preffurc-^    He  was  not  afraid  to  meet  the  Noble  Duke  as  tp 
Ac  fticceflcs  in  Flanders,  although  he  fcemed  -to  hy  fo  muck 
(befsupon  our  loflcs  there.   If  the  Noble  Duke  would  confided 
thfe  fituation  of  the  French  at  prefent,  and  compare  it  with 
their  fituation  when  firft  we  engaged  in  the  war,  he  would  find 
tSi2Lt  our  fuccefles  had  been  brilliant  indeed. 
•   Incontraft  with  this  pifture,  he  placed  the  miferable  condi-» 
fion  of  France,  its  defperate  refources,'  annihilated  commerce, 
.  and  its  ruined  revenues.     All  property  in  that  country  was 
perfe£Hy  deftroyed.     A  decree  of  the  Convention  would  IheW 
that  no  man  in  France  could  poficfs  a  property  of  more  than 
aool.  annual  income ;  nor  was  there  any  reafon  to  doubt  that 
a  decree  of  that  nature  would  be  executed  with  all  the  rigouf 
and  injuftice  in  which  it  originated.     With  re(pc&  to  the 
extent  and  numbers  of  the  difafFe£lion  which  prevailed  in 
France  to  the  exifting  government,  he  was  willing  to  own 
that  it  muft  be  viewed  fpeculatively,  and  confidercd  only  as 
matter  of  opinion.'    To  men  who  had  any  feeling,  and  felt  the 

advantages 
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^d^antages  and  comforts  of  any  focial  order,  it  would,  how« 
.ever,  be  a  fair  inference  that  the  difa^edion  mull  be  cx- 
,tenCvc. 

It  might  not  be  caCy  to  knaw  whether  there  .were  any  pr.wr 
icrful  bodies  of  men  in  ajms  againft  the  Convention ;  but  iLc 
letters  of  its  own  CommifTioners  would  explain,  that,  in  all 
|he  n^rth-weft  provinces,  there  was  fcarcely  an  indivklutil  man 
jwho  owned  any  obedience  to  the  prefent  oppreifors. 

If  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  could  beur  the  recitals,  even 
fuch  as  thofe  were  which  had  reached  us  of  the  hoi  ru!  cirnage 
every  day  committed  at  Lyons,  Toulon,  and  other  provides 
of  Jfance,  it  would  not  admit  of  a  doubt,  but  the  majority  of 
the  people  felt  their  fhocking  rituation,  and  were  only  pre- 
vented^ by  their  fears  of  immediate  puniflimtnt  and  death, 
from  uniting  tp  overthrow  a  tyranny  which,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  mud  be  o(  (hoTt  duration.  Thus  circumftanced,  it 
was  of  courfe  to  ,be  expe£led,  that  the  caufe  of  the  allies  would 
Le  greatly  afTit^ed  in  tne  interior  of  France ;  and  that,  num- 
bers who  now  were  fubmijOTive  under  the  influence  of  terror, 
would  readily  co-operate  with  us,  whenever  they  Lad  a  pro- 
tpcfjiof  fuccefs.  Flattering  as  this  profpe£l  of  alfairs  was,  he 
.was  ready  to  adpit,  that  if  the  view  was  totally  reverfcd,  and 
our  circum (lances  as  bad  as  any  man  ^ould  paint  them,  he 
would  ftill  perfcvere  in  trying  the  effecl  of  war,  and  rely  upon 
the  fpirit  of  Britons,  to  hazard  ajaft  effort,  and  bravely  peri ih  in 
arms,  rather  than  refign  at  the  feet  of  their  aflailants  the  inef- 
timable  advantages  of  Order  and  civilization.  Finding,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  wc'had  every  thing  in  our  favour  to  infpire 
confidence  of  ft^ccefsi  Lie  woulfi  refift  any  motion  like  that 
i>rought  forward  by  the  Ng^I^ .iBhike,  whicl^  could  have  no 
other  eiFe£l  than  deprefling  the  courage  of  the  people,  fwelling 
the  pride  of  our  enemies,  arid  ini^nuating  a  fpirit  of  diftruit 
9upd  difunion  amongft  our  allies. 

.  When  the  Chancellor  was  putting  the  queilion.  Lord  Aack-' 
land  rofe  to  remark,  that  if  his  motion  Ihould  pafs  as  a  mere 
gue^ion  of  adjournment,  it  would  fubjedl  their  LordOiips  to 
the  inconvenience  of  meeting  on  the  following  day'  (Saturday) ; 
he  therefore  amended  his  motion,  to  adjourn  to  Monday.  He 
took  the  occaiion  to  obferve,  on  what  bad  been  faid  by  the 
Noble  Marquis  (Lord  Lanfdown),  who  had  given  to  the  mo« 
tion  the  epithet  ^^  odious,?  and  had  treated  it  as  the  naoft  ex- 
ceptionable form  of  negativing  the  propofitions  that  day.  Far 
from  being  odipus,  it  was  the  only  prope;r  motion,  uniels  their 
Lordihips  were  difpofcd  (which  he  truftcd  they  were  nqt)  to 
ecter  into  feparate  debates  on  the  leveral  Rtfoiutions,  in  order 
to  negative  I'ome,  and  to  put  the  previous  queiliou  on  otliers. 
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He  did  not,  howeveri  objeA  to  the  motion  being  confidered  by 
the  Noble  Marqub  as  odious :  He  diflered  from  him  fo  efen* 
tially  as  to  the  principles  and  obje£U  of  the  war,  and  as  to  the 
,  whole  fubftance  of  the  prefent  ^cuf&oni  that  he  was  neither 
furprifed  nor  mortified  to  find  that  they  difiered  as  to  Partial 
mentary  forms. 

Tke  Duke  rfBMri  declared  himfelf  unwilling  to  occupy 
much  of  their  Lordfihips  time  in  reply  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and 
particularly  as  he  faw,  from  the  tendency  of  the  fjieeches 
asainft  his  motion,  that  no  profpe&  opened  for  a  termination 
of  the  war.  He  had  liftened  with  the  greateft  attention,  and 
hoped,  but  in  rain,  that  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State,  or  fom6 
of  his  friends,  would  haft  ftated  that,  from  the  fuccefles  and 
udrantages  already  gained  by  our  armies  and  fleets,  or  froni 
fome  omer  caufe,  there  was  a  probability  of  the  Ueffings  of 
peace  being  reftored  to  this  countrr  i  but  not  one  word  on  that 
point  had  been  uttered.  It  might  be  true,  that,  at  prefent,  die 
people  felt  not  the  preflure  of  thofe  burdens  which  the  nation 
was  incurring ;  but  it  muft*  alfo  be  obfenred,  that  the  time 
would  come,  when  thefe  feeling  would  inevitably  be  ezcttedy 
and  when  tl^r  indignation  againft  the  minifters,  who  were 
the  caufe  of  the  calamity,  might  unfortunately  ftretdi  itfelf  to 
the  general  confufion  ot  the  country.  There  were  many  of 
the  meafuresof  Adminiftration  for  which  he  allowed  tliem 
every  merit,  nor  would  he  now  impugn  the  motives  altogether 
of  their  conduct  \  but  he  wiflied  them  to  refle£l  ferioufly  upon 
Aofe  dangers  to  which  they  were  expofing  their  country.  The 
profpe£l  of  peace  was,  he  faid,  difmal  and  diftant  indeed,  if 
we  were  only  to  look  for  it  in  the  iiTue  of  a  war  which  was  to 
exterminate  twenty-five  tniOhm  of  people.  He  fcouted  the 
idea  of  deriving  fecuritv  from  any  panicUlar  form  of  gorern* 
inent  in  any  particular  let  of  men.  Ghre  a  great  nation  fuch 
91  peace  as  a  great  nation  has  a  righ^  to  expeA  and  receive^ 
and  that  would  be  the  beft  fccurity  for  its  permanent  conti* 
nuance. 

From  the  language  held  by  mirf'Tfters  and  their  fupporters 
dut  day,  the  Ddce  faid  it  appeared  to  him  that  France  was  to 
confider  that  it  was  to  have  no  peace  with  this  country  at  all, 
without  conforming  to  our  didates  of  the  fort  of  government 
it  ought  to  adopt.  He  would  not  difpute  but  our  troops 
might  be  much  luperior  to  the  enemy  in  difcipline,  and  our 
generals  in  (kill,  but  he  diftrufted  their  final  fuccefs  againft  a 
foe  whofe  numbers  almoft  exceeded  calculation.  He  b^ftowed 
a  very  high  pancgvric  upon  the  illuftrious  Prince  who  led  the 
Britifli  forces,  and  was  fure,  that  if  fuccefs  was  to  be  attained, 
the  fame  of  that  illuftrious  Ferfonage  would  make  it  certain. 

Ho 
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He  alfo  allowed  that  our  foreign  conquefts,  in  different  parts 
of  the  globe>  refle£led  honour  on  our  arms,  and  obtained  glory 
for  our  commanders  5  but  he  could  perceive  no  folid  advan-* 
tagc  in  thofe  acquifitidns,  other  than  as  they  might  be  made  the 
kiltfuments  of  procuring  the  fovereign  objeft,  a  Ceneral  Peace. 
The  motive  which  he  had  in  giving  to  his  Refolutions  the  (hape 
in  which  he  had  propofed  them,  was,  not  10  ofFend  any  of  their 
Lordfliips  by  what  might  be  deemed  an  improper  interference 
with  the  Roya\  Prerogative, 

•  He  confmered  the  fenfc  of  the  manufaflurers  to  be  againfl; 
the  war;  he  could  forefee  no  advantages  that  would  accrue 
from  its  continuance,  and  wifhed  to  prevent  thofe  confequences 
which  might  refult  from  its  impoGng  new  taxes  upon  a  people 
already  burthened  as  much  as  they  could  bear.  Without 
being  anfwcrable  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  propofitions,  he  would 
confole  himfelf  with  the  refteftion  of  having  donfc  his  duty. 
As  to  the  charge  made  againfl  him,  of  treating  the  name  of 
Barrerc  with  too  little  refpeci,  he  would  only  fay,  that  he  fpoke 
of  him  as  he  felt-  He  approved  the  firft  Revolution,  whibh" 
promifed  to  reftore  liberty  to  France.  The  circumftances  that 
Cnce  fucceedcd  it,  excited  his  utmoft  abhorrence;  ai)d  he 
could  not  cfteem  a  man  who  was  a  leader  in  fuch  tranfa£lions. 
If,  however,  he  paid  Barrere  no  compliment,  he  did  not  at 
Jeaft  difgrace  him,  when  he  placed  him  in  the  fame  line  of  ar- 
gument which  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  apply  to  the  minify 
ters  of  this  country.  Having  briefly,  but  ably,  combated  what 
had  been  faid  againfl  his  firing  of  Refolutions,  his  Grace  fat 
down,  when  the  queflion  was  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  di- 
tided  J  for  the  adjournment. 

Contents  -         -         82 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Mi^  30. 

The  French  Property  Bill,  after  ibne  obfeAions  tiated  by 
Sir  Prancu  Barings  and  replied  to  by  the  SolUkor  Gemral^  was 
read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

MOTION  FOR  PEACB. 

Mr.  Ak  rpfe  and  faid,  that  it  had  occuned  to  him  Azt  it 
was  the  duty  of  a  perfon  thinking  as  he  had  thought  of  the 
prefent  lamentable  and  difaftrous  war,  to  afford  the  Houfe  an 
opportunity  of  reviewing  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  o£ 
drawing  thofe  inferences  which  pad  tranfa£tions  might  war« 
rant.  He  was  fenfible  that,  on  a  fubjefl  fo  often  difcufled  as 
the  prefent,  no  new  obfervations  could  be  made,  no  new  lights 
thrown  out  i  but  it  was  his  wiffi  to  fix  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  upon  fome  recent  events  that  had  taken  place,  and  to 
deduce  uich  conclulions  from  thofe  events,  as,  in  the  judgment 
of  every  difpaflionate  man,  mud  be  obvious  and  incontrovert* 
ibie.  Fird,  with  refpc£l  to  the  origin  of  the  war :  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  offer  any  remarks  on  the  hfk  of  aggrcflioD,  or 
to  endeavour  to  decide  whether  that  aggreffion  hadoeen  corn-* 
mitted  by  the  French  or  by  the  allies.  It  had  appeared  to 
him,  that  one  of  the  greateft  advantages  of  a  free  conftitution 
confided  in  the  publicity  with  which  all  its  affiirs  were  tranf-* 
aQed.  He  had  for  that  reafon  hoped  that  it  was  impoilible 
for  us  to  be  plunged  into  a  war  upon  falfe  pretences,  for  one 
thing  to  be  held  up  to  the  people  as  the  caufe,  and  another  to 
be  purfued  by  minifters  as  the  end.  Here,  however,  his  hopes 
had  deceived  him  }  that  ufual  publicity  had  not  been  pra^fed 
in  the  prefent  war;  the  real  principles  on  which  it  was  com<^ 
menced,  and  bad  been  continued,  had  been  concealed ;  he  was 
therefore  entitled  to  aflert,  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
have  never  given  their  confent  to  the  war. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  laft  feffion,  the  fpeech  deli« 
vered  by  his  Majedy,  infided  on  the  ftri^  neutrality  which  his 
Majedy  had  obierved ;  and  the  addreft,.  returned  in  coutfe  to 
that  fpeech,  fanAioned  the  fyftcm  which  had  been  adopted. 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  it  vras  not  only  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Fiench  RevcJution  that  this  fydem  had  been  pra&ifed,  but 
that  fubfequent  even  to  the  dedruAion  of  the  Monarchy  of 
France,  in  1792,  and  after  many  of  thofe  atrocities  had  been 
committed,  at  the  view  of  which  everv  feeling  mind  (hrunk 
with  horror,  k  was  dill  held  forth  to  the  view  of  the  people. 
t|i3  Majedy  thpHf(h(  at  that  time^  and  wifely  thoughti.  in  hi^ 
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opinion,  that  it  was  not  the  ihtty  of  this  country  to  interfere 
m  the  domeftic  government  of  another.  Thas,  notwithftand* 
ing  the  French  had  overthrown  one  form  of  government,  and 
«re£led  another;  notwithftanding  ail  the  calamitous  events 
that  occurred  in  France;  notwithftanding alUhe horrors prac- 
tifed  in  that  country ;  notwithftanding  that  many  'a£ls  had 
been  done  in  France,  of  which  it  was  difficult  to  fay  whether 
they  were  more  calculated  to  move  pitv  or  to  excite  indigna^ 
tion,  neutrality  was  ftill  the  word  in  the  mouths  of  mintfters, 
and  neutrality  ftill  continued  to  influence  the  condudl  of  his 
Majefty.  Minifters  faid  fairly,  that  if  the  French  (hould  make 
an  unprovoked  attack  on  any  of  our  alliesi  or  purfue  plans  of 
aggtandizement,  which,  if  accompli(hed,  would  render  it  dif- 
ficult tooppofe  any  attack  they  might  after^innrds  make,  we 
jnuft  take  part  in  the  war.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  per- 
fuade  the  Houfe,  that  their  attempt  to  open  the  navigation  of 
the  Scheldt  was  an  aggreflion  upon  our  allies  the  Dutch ;  and 
however  ludicroufly  or  contemptuoufly  that  had  been  fince 
treated  as  the  caufe  of  the  war,  he  appealed  to  the  recoUe&ion 
of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was  not  at  firft  the  point  principally 
infifted.  upon.  To  fettle  the  difpute  upoa  this  point,  he  had 
recommended  negociation  to  the  Houfe,  and  the  Houierefufed 
to  adopt  it.  But  although  the  Houfe  decided  agalnft  it,  mi- 
nifters thought  it  convenient  to  follow  his  recommendation. 
They  had  recourie  not  to  an  open  and  manly,  but  to  anunder- 
lianu  and  equivocal  mode  of  negociation,  which,  even  if  meant 
Jioneftly,  could  Hardly  fail  of  defeating  its  own  purpofe.  But 
minifters,  in  their  negociation,  by  their  inimical  condu£l,  by 
Tefufing  to  acknowledge  diat  thofe  with  whom  they  were  treat* 
ing  had  any  power  to  treat,  took  the  fure  coorfe  of  rendering 
it  meffeduaL  Their  obje£k  was  to  pretend  a  negociation,  and  • 
to  purfue  fuch  means  as  muft  make  it  fail.  It  failed  ac-  ^ 
cordingly.  The  war  was  then  commenced  |  but  even  at  that 
period,  when  the  influence  of  a  fyftem  of  neutrality  was 
deftroyed  and  gone,  even  at  that  period,  he  never  heard  the 
principles  of  interfering  in  the  government  of  France  avowed. 
On  the  contrary,  he  heard  it  explicitly  and  repeatedly  aflTerted, 
that  the  continuance  even  of  the  power  of  France  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  perfons  who  then  poflefled  it,  viras  not  a  fundamental 
obje£lion  to  peace.  Such  had  been  the  ftatement,  fuch  the 
mode  of  conduA  which  feemed  to  afluate  the  Government  in 
the  laft  feffion  of  ParKament.  Puring  the^reccfs,  feveral  de- 
clarations were  made  in  his  Majefty's  name,  which,  though  in- 
'Confiftent  in  themfelves,  evinced  the  departure  of  Adminiftra- 
tion  from  that  line  of  z€t'\on  which  they  had  hitherto  parfued. 
When  Dumourler  declared  againft  the  Convention,  and  pro- 
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pofed  marching  to  Pari8>  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  in  thcT' 
name  of  the  Emperor,  published  a  proclamation,  In  which  he* 
aflcrtcd,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  mafter  to  rc{lor<2  to 
France  the  conflitution  of  1789  ;  and  that  all  the  towns  taken 
by  his  Imperial  Majefty,  fhould  be  taken  poffeflion  6f  in  the* 
name  of  Louis  the  Seventeenth,  and  held  in  truft  for  him  till 
that  conflitution  fhould  be  reftored.  Trlie  it  was,  that  the 
proclamation  was  in  a  few  days  retracted,  to  the  difgrace  of 
all  who  were  parties  in  it  (and  he  could  not  fee  how  we  could 
avoid  incurring  a  (hare  of  the  difgrace  and  infaniy  of  that 
tranfaftion)i  we  faw  the  Emperor,  as  dead  to  all  fenfe  of  (hamc 
as  unfeeling  with  refpc£l  to  every  principle  of  judice,  within 
five  days  after  it  had  been  iftucid,  annul  that  declaration,  and 
aflert,  that  it  had  not  produced  any  efFeft  upon  France.  "Nyhat 
could  be  found  to  match  this,  even  in  the  conduct  of  thofe  who 

fovcrned  France  ?  It  appeared  to  have  been  done  as  if  the 
imperor  had  feared  that  the  King  of  PrufTia's  perfidy  to  Po- 
,  land  might  (land  unparalleled,  and  he  himfelf  could  net  be 
confidered  as  a  fit  member  of  the  confederacy,  till  he  had  done 
fometliing  fufEciently  infamous  to  keep  his  ally  in  counte- 
nance. In  a  caufe,  which  we  were  fo  often  told  was  the  caufd 
of  morality,  virtue,  and  religion,  he  truftcd  that  his  Mnjcfty, 
for  his  own  and  the  national  honour,  would  not  only  diklaim 
all  participation  in  fuch  afts,/but  deny  that  he  gav^  them  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  countenance. 

He  called  upon  the  Houfe  next  to  turfi  their  attention  to'the 
terms  propofed  by  the  Touloncfe  to  Lord  Hood,  and  to  the 
declaration  made  by  his  Lordfhip.  In  confequence  of  that  de- 
claration, by  which  he  bound  himfelf  to  fupport  the  conflitu- 
tion of  1789,  and  pledged  himfelf  to  protect  all  Frenchmen 
who  fhould  repair  to  that  flandard,  he  had  been  admitted  into 
the  town.  Subfequent,  indeed,  to  that  period,  another  decla- 
ration appeared,  verbofe,  obfcure,  and  equivocal,  materially 
diiToring  from  the  former :  In  that  fecond  declaration,  not- 
withflanding  the  long  phrafes  v»  ith  which  it  abounded,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preventing  the  communication  of  any  diflinfl  idea 
to  the  mind  by  the  pcrufal,  notv/iihftanding  the  rubbifh  with 
which  it  was  loaded,  they  might  collecfl  from  it,  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  Great  Britain  to  make  pcrxe  with  the  prefent 
French  Government. 

Thus  did  our  avovvcd  objecls  progteflively.  change.  It  had 
been  argued  that,  fubfcquent  to  the  commencement  of  a  war^ 
it  might  be  proper  to  change  the  nature  of  that  war.  Be  it  fo  j 
for  the  fake  of  argument,  he  -jllovvcd  that  pofition  ;  but  he 
contended,  that  thofe  who  maintained  it,  did  not  do  well  t6 
ufc  that  declariUion,  by  which  they  fought  to  lead  the  people 
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to  their  ruin,  and  attempted  to  perfuadc  them  that  this  vn% 
the  caufe  of  religion,  morality,  and  of  the  rij^hts  of  all  civilize^ 
focicty.  If  the  aggrelTion  on  Holland,  which  had  been  aflertcd 
to  be  the  real  caufe  of  the  war,  had  not  taken  place,  religion^ 
morilityv^nd  the  caufe  of  all  civilised  focicty,  might  have  beea 
left  by  Great  Britain  either  to  other  defenders*  or  to  take  care 
cf  themfelvcs.  Minifters  having  thus,  according  to  their  owa 
ftatement,  commenced  the  war  on  a  principle  of  policy  alonc^ 
lie  maintained,  that  they  had  no  right  to  boaft  of  the  fupport 
•which  they  had  afforded  10  thofe  principles  which  were  at  pre- 
fent  the  conllant  ful)je£V  of  their  declamation.  Let  Gentle** 
jnen  fee  why  it  was  more  neceflary  on  principles  of  policy  to 
interfere  in  the  government  of  France  this  year  than  it  had 
teen  at  the  commenccmc:U  of  the  war  ?  Had  the  neceflity 
arifen  from  our  fncc^fjes  at  Toulon  ?  or  from  that  fyllem  of 
penetrating  into  France  with  a  force  which,  confideri!)g  the 
Earl  of  Moira*s  army  as  that  forc-i,  had  not  yet  left  our  (hores? 
It  certainly  had  not.  \Vc  had  difclaimed  peace  with  the  pre- 
Cent  rultT'i,  and  we  luul  difcliiinicd  interfering  In  the  internal 
l^overnment  of  France*  Dul  how  had  we  difclaimed  inter- 
fering? We  were  at  the  pr^-Tent  time  actually  interfering,  ani 
our  interference  was.  of  the  mt  fl  objcftionable  kind. 

It  had  been  faid  in  tliat  H^ufj,  Ijy  pcrfons  of  high  autho* 
rity,  that  we  were  net  :'f  w;.i  I'or  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  this 
or  that  copHitution.  We  were  tlicn  at  war,  not  for  buildings 
but  for  pulling  down  ;  not  for  producing  any  partial  alteratioa 
in  any  fyftein,  bat  for  effecting  the  total  deftruftion  of  that 
fyilerh.'  Ljt  Gentlemen  try  that  mode  of  conduft  by  prin* 
ciples  of  policy.-  Suppofc  we  fuccc^cdcd  in  overthrowing  the 
prefent govern meiH  of  Francif,  \vh:;t  were  we  tlien  to  do? 
Having  dellroycd  one  tyranny,  we  had  fet  up  another.  We 
had  faid  to  the  people  of  France,  "  Do  you,  of  whofe  mode* 
ration,  of  whole  wifdom  and  jiilll:^,  of  whofe  temperance 
and  humanity,  we  have  had  {o  many  inllances  for  thcfc 
laft  five  years,  do  you  aff-mblc  again ;  again  recur  to  firft 
principles  as  you  did  in  1789;  ercft  any  future  government 
you  think  proper,  a  monarchy  or  a  republic,  only  do  not  fct 
up  a  Jacobin  gDvernment."  In  that  wild  manner  were  we 
prodncing,  perhaps,  a  continuation  of  that  mifery,  horror,  ani 
devaflation,  which  we  had  fo  often  deplored.  "Shew  mc  (faid 
Mr.  Fox)  the  policy  of  fuch  a  fyflt  m,  and  1  will  prove  it  to  be 
falthlefs  ;  I  will  prove  that  it  will  lead  you  to  deceit  and  pcr^ 
iidy.  You  may,  by  the  adoption  of  it,  be  betraying  the  fup* 
porter  of  fhe  ancient  monarchy,  the  fupporter  of  republ!can«> 
|fm>  and  the  mm  who  ftcers  a  middle  courfc  between  thefe 
two  extremes.    You  may  be  furrendcring  the  middle  man  tp 
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the  nge  of  the  two  furious  parties ;  you  may  be  reducing  him 
to  die  neceflity  of  contending  with  both,  of  ftniggling  without 
itceiTing  any  afliirance  of  fapport  from  you,  or  without  being 
dieered  with  a  hope,  that  ypu  mean  to  affift  in  the  eftablilh- 
inent  of  any  form  of  government.  So  much  for  the  imerfcr* 
cnce  you  profeft,  and  which  can  only  gain  you  friends  whom 
yoQ  muft  betray."  Was  this,  he  alked,  mere  theory  ?  Had  they 
not  beard  it  declared  by  a  Noble  Lord  (Lord  Mulgraye),  in  a 
Ipeech  (which,  though  it  was  not  regular  to  allude  to  fpeeches 
^oken  in  that  Houfe,  might  be  adverted  to  with  more  propri- 
ety than  any  other,  becaufe  it  was  rather  a  hiilorv  than  a 
ijpeech),  Iiadthey  not  heard  it  declared  by  that  NoUe  Lord, 
diough  fome  of  (he  inhabitants  of  Toulon  were  advcrfe  to  the 
old  government,  fome  to  the  new,  yet  that  thefe  enmities 
would  again  break  out  with,  all  their  wonted  fury,  when 
the  Britifli  arms  were  withdrawn  ?  What,  therefore,  he  moft 
particularly  contended  was,  that  when  we  entered  into  the 
Statc^  we  entered  into  it  on  defenfive  principles,  and  that,  ac- 
confing  to  the  minifteif^s  own  ftatement,  we  ihould  not  have 
lieen  drawn  into  it,  if  France  had  re(^£led  the  neutrality  of 
our  ally ;  that,  nothing  having  occurred  to  change  the  princi-  ^  \ 

pies  on  which  the,  war  was  commenced,  they  were  at  that 
time  called  upon  to  continue  it  on  another  principle,  and  that 
the  people  had  been  deluded  by  falfe  pretences,  to  fpend  their  \ 

money  and  their  blood,  for  purpofcs  to  which,  if  fairly  dated         P    ^ 
to  them  in  the  firll  inftance,  they  would  not  have  confented, 
and  had  thus  been  induced  to  fupport  the  war  on  a  motive 
which  was  not  the  real  motive. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  mode  in  which  the  war  had  been  carriecl  *    ^ 

on,  he  owned  he  had  often  altered  his  fpeculations.  He  would 
ftat^  to  the  Houfe  a  (trong  faft,  which  (Iruck  his  mind  on  re-> 
iriewinjg  the  operations  of  the  lad  campaign.  When  he  looked 
at  thefe  operations  for  the  purpofe  of  colle£ling  the  intention 
of  the  ktn^s  minifters,  he  aiked  himfelf  thisqucftion;  '^  Are 
they  abidmg  by  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Co- 
bourg?*'  and  he  refolved  die  quedton  in  the  affirmative. 
When  the  iaft  campaign  commenced  there  was  a  civil  war  in 
France.  When  he  obferved  that  in  that  campaign  we  had 
gained  only  two  important  fucceiTes,  that  Valenciennes  was 
taken  by  the  Duke  ot  York,  and  Mentz  by  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
he  looked  to  the  articles  of  capitulation,  to  fee  whether  we 
aftcd  merely  as  a  power  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  or  whether 
we  meant  to  interfere  in  the  civij  conteds  in  France.  In  thefe 
articles  he  faw  that  the  garrifons  were  forbidden  to  carry  arms 
during  the  war  againd  Audria,  Pruflia,  Great  Britain,  and 
the  other  allied  powers  i  but  they  were  not  forbidden  to  fight 
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againft  the  infttrgents  in  La  Vendee.  If  he  had  the  honour  d 
advifing  his  Majefty  on  this  fubje£k,  perhaps  be  Siould  not 
have  imitated  their  mode  of  condtt£k ;  but  he  thotlght  that 
mititfters,  however  unwilling  to  adopt  it,  had  adopted  it  for 
the  purpofe  of  refuting  the  cadunmtes  of  thofe,  who  contended 
dut  Adminiftnition  meant  to  interfere  in  the  government  of 
France,  and  of  proving,  that,  (b  far  from  eatertainiog  any 
fuch  intentions,  they  had  even  refolved  to  fend  the  garrifons 
of  Mentz  and  Valenciennes  into  France,  for  die  purpofe  oC 
bearing  arms  againft  the  infurgents^  In  the  fubfequent  part* 
however,  of  tl^  campaign,  that  condu£k  waseffiiced;  but  not 
in  another ;  becaufe,  if  there  were  any  crime  or  reproach  in  it^ 
all  the  crime  and  reproach  remained  \  and  all  the  inferencqi 
in  favour  of  the  preceding  declaration  wereeflaced^  and  it 
would  naturally  be  aQied,  by  what  ?  By  Lord  Hood's  declara* 
tion  to  the  Toubnefe,  by  his  Majeft/s  fubfequent  declaration^ 
and  by  preparing  an  army  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  coropc* 
rating  with  thofe  very  tloyalifts. 

Having  thus  (hewn  the  incoofiftent  mode  of  conduft  which 
minifters  had  adopted  with  refpe£t  to  the  war,  he  would  pro* 
ceed  to  another  view  of  the  fubied.  Minifters  and  their  fup* 
porters  had  formerly  contended,  that  If  we  fufibred  France  tp 
apprandize  herfelf  at  the  expencc  of  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  we  might  have  to  contend  againft  her  increafed 
power  when  our  prefect  allies,  ofiSended  at  our  neutrality^ 
would  not  affift  us;  and  that  the  opportunity  of  oppo& 
ing  and  crippling  the  power  of  France  was  a  fair  one,  and 
ought  not  to  be  negleded.  He  did  not  fee  the  force  of  that 
argument  at  the  time  it  was  ufed,  becaufe  he  predicted  that 
ours  would  be  a  pecuniary  part  in  die  prefent  wan  .  Were  wo 
then  afraid  of  difgufting  the  Emperor  ?  If  the  Emperor  had 
concluded  a  peace  with  France,  it  muft  have  been  produ£Uyc 
of  advantages  to  this  country,  and  been  fortunate  for  Europe  ; 
and  the  barrier  of  the  Netherlands,  which  the  miftaken  policy 
of  a  former  reira  had  deo^oliihed,  might  have  been  reftored. 
Were  we  afraid  of  difj^ufting  our  ally  the  King  of  Fruilia  i 
Might  we  not  have  waited  till  that  difguft  took  place,  before 
we  fubfidized  him  ?  We  ,had  entered  into  various  conventions 
with  other  powers.  One  of  thefe,  the  convention  with  his 
Sardinian  Majefty,  had  been  fo  fully  difcufled  already,  that  it 
waa  unneceflary  to  enlarge  upon  it  rigain  ^  one  obfcrvation, 
however,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  make ;  In  that  conventiionY 
Great  Britain  agreed  not  to  lay  down  her  arms  till  (lie  had  re^ 
conquered  all  that  territory  which  had  been  Mrrefted  from  her  i 
find  that  agreement,  he  faid,  had  been  entered  into  without  an 
f^uiv^lpu  advantage  on  the  part  of  Great.  Dritain.     It.  was  re^ 
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plied  to  him,  that  we  had  adopted  the  fame  condu£l  in  the 
War  of  the  fucceffion,  and  in  the  war  which  was  terminated 
by  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapcllc.  It  was  urged,  that  his  Sar-^ 
diniah'  Majefty  nii^^ln  be  an  aftive  ally  of  France,  if  he  were 
not  fub'itliztd  by  tiie  powers  combined  againft  France.  It 
vas  inHilcd,  that  tlie  mcft  powerful  diverfion  might  be  made 
by  the  King  of  Sardinia.'  Let  Gentlemen  look  at  the  ftate  of 
the  war.  What  dkverfion  had  his  Sardinian  Majefty  pro-^ 
duced  ?  Would  the  incurfion  of  the  French  into  Piedmont  be 
a  favourable  circumftance  to  the  allies  ?  Might  it  not  be  pro^ 
dudive  of  the  moft  alarming  confequences  ?  Did  minifters. 
think  that  the  power  of  Sardinia  would  be  alone  fufficient  ta 
iave  Italy  ?  They  could  not  think  fo  ;  they  muft  be  convinced^ 
that  if  Italy  were  in  danger  from  the  power  of  the  French^ 
that  danger  could  alone  be  averted  by  a  large  body  of  Auftrian 
troops.  He  was  not  afking  v/hat  might  be  the  ftate  of  Italy 
then ;  minifters  on  tliat  head  muft  be  better  informed  than  he 
was-,  but  if  the  accounts  he  heard  were  true,  they  prefented 
to  the  view  the  moft' gloomy  afpe£t.  He  heard  of  fomething 
infinitely  more  alarming  than  all  the  fuccefles  of  the  French^ 
which  was,  that  the  lower,  orders  of  the  people  in  Italy  enter- 
tained an  opinion,  that  any  change  which  might  tend  to  over-» 
throw  the  prefent  Auftrian  government  would  be  for  the  bet- 
ter. What  was  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  Italy  ?  The  French  had 
entered  PiednK)nt  in  two  places  i  and,  if  the  accounts  in  the 

Jiublic  papers  were  true,  ?t  that  moment  threatened  Turin, 
t  had  been  reported,  that  a  large  body  of  Auftrians  was  on  ita 
march  from  the  Milanefe  to  relieve  Piedmoat.  He  hoped  the 
report  might  be  truej  but  in  whofe  favour  would  the  diverfion 
in  Italy  operate  ?  In  favour  of  the  French  undoubtedly,  by 
rendering  the  diverfion  of  a  large  body  of  Auftrians  in  Italy 
abfolutely  necclTary,  and  thus  weakening  the  Emperor's  exer« 
tions  in  Flanders. 

Another  obfervation  he  Mould  ofier  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
convention  was,  that  we  had  entered  into  conventions  with 
Ruffia,  PruiTia,  Auftria,  and  other  powers;  and  in  all  thefe 
conventions  thtre  was  this  general  claufe.  That  Great  Britain 
would  not  by  down  her  arms  till  each  nation  had  recovered 
thofe  doniiniins  which  might  have  been  conquered  from  her. 
That  cUufc,  as  far  as  ii  related  to  Ruffia,  was  ridiculous. 
With  relpeft  to  Pruffia  and  Auftria,  the  bargain  might  be  a 
jTalr  one ;  but  it  was  of  importance  to  conGder  that  that  gua*« 
rantee  extended  to  all  the  other  belligerent  powers.  Did  they 
extend  the  fame  guarantee  to  this  country  ?  Pruffia  had  already 
laid  down  her  arms  without  taking  notice  of  it.  Had  the 
r.uipcror  made  the  guarantee  ?    They  were  told  that  he  had 

AOU 


ITAr^o.]     WOODFALL'S  PAllUAllkllTAA7ilElK>lttS^  tk§ 

not.    It  appeared,  therefore^  chat  Great  Britain  was  the  only 
nation  that  had  extended  this  guarantee  to  all  the  other  powejs^ 
and  that  ihofe  powers  had  not  extended  it  to  her»  and  thus  we 
alone  were  bound  to  continue  a  war^  now  dedared  to  be  a  Wat 
md  Mdrnecionem^  and  confequently  of  incalculable  duration* 
There  were,  he  knew,  in  the  treaty,  proper  words^  expreffive 
of  the  *^  perfeA  confidence  and  amicy^^  which  were  to  fubfift 
between  the  two  countries.  Did  thofe  words  mean  any  thin^^i 
Or  were  chey  mere  words  of  courfe  ?   Was  the  King  of  t^ruffia 
to  carry  on  the  war  on  the  fame  principles,  and  for  the  fame 
bbjedis,  as  we  did?    Tes,  fai^  his  I^ruflian  Majefty  in  1792* 
But  what  was  his  language  in  1793?    **  That  circumftancea 
would  not  permit  him  to  profecute  the  wan*'   Did  he  fay  that 
any  unexpe£ied  events  had  occurred  i  Had  He  been  forced  into 
a  war  with  Sweden  and  Denmark  i    What  then  were  thofe 
circumftances  ?  The  exhaufted  ftate  of  his  finances?  Had  hia 
Pruflian  Majefty  fuftained  lofles,  had  he  experienced  any  great 
defeats?    No;  we  were  told  that  the  laft  campaign  had  been 
futcefsful  beyond  the  moft  fanguine  expectations.    Was  then 
the  exhaufted  ftate  of  his  finances  an  unforefeen  occurrence  ? 
Ko}  but  his  Prui&an  Majefty  had  at  length  found  out  that  war 
was  expenfive,  that  it  tended  to  exhauft  his  finances,  and  that 
bis  viAories  would  coft  him  fomething.    He  muft,  therefore^ 
have  known  thcfe  things  would  happen  |  it  was  clear,  that  the 
words,  ^  as  far  as  circumftances  will  permit,''  were  fraudu^ 
lent,  inafmuch  as  they  could  only  mean  to  the  end  of  the  cam- 

Caign,  when  his  Pruffian  Majefty  knew  that  his  treafury  would 
e  exhaufted.  It  had  been  ftated,  that  the  war  wastne  comi» 
mon  caufe  of  the  civilized  worlds  and  Europe,  we  had  been 
^ifltired,  would  join  in  it*  A  great  confederacy,  indeed,  had 
been  formed ;  out  many  of  the  powers  of  Europe  had  not 
joined  us,  and  it  was  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  they  had 
not  the  fame  apprehenfions  of  datiger;  but  if  the  war  waa 
really  a  general  concern,  why  was  it  made  to  fome  powers  a 
particular  one?  Auftria,  he  acknowledged,  had  furnifhed 
'large  refources ;  and,  by  the  valour  and  difciplinc  of  her  troops 
too,  gained  great  military  fame.  But  was  that  all  the  aflift- 
-ance  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  was  to  afford  i  Was  he  to 
4>ear  no  (hare  in  the  expence  i  It  was  well  known  that  Pruffia, 
•previoufly  to  her  application  to  this  country,  had  applied 
io  Auftria  for  afliftance,  who  refufed  to  accede  to  her  de- 
BiandSk 

It  wa»  known  that  the  Emperor,  whofe  dominions  extended 

overfuch  an  enlarged  fcale  of  territory,  who  pofiefled  dominions 

fo  various  in  their  produAions,  and  part  of  which  dominions  was 

particularly  fertile;  that  that  Emperof,  who  was  alfo  Sovereign 
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ef  that  unhappy  ferritory  which  was  now  the  feat  of  war,  and 
the  wealth  of  whofe  inhabitants  was  fcarce  exceeded  by  that  of 
the  merchants  of  London  and  Amfterdam;  it  was  known,  he 
faid,  that  he  was  unable  to  raife  his  loan  in  Brabant  or  Hol- 
land, and  that  he  had  been  forced  to  come  to  this  country. 
He  underftoodf  that  minifters  had  neither  given  their  explicit 
approbation  or  difapprobation  to  this  loan.  But  that  circum* 
ftance  {hewed,  that  the  Emperor  had  no  refource  but  in  Great 
Britain.  It  was  poflible  that  the  Englilh  might  think  any  fe* 
curity  which  he  might  offer  fufpicious}  and  u  they  {hould  en- 
tertam  fuch  fcntiments,  where  would  he  be  able  to  fill  another 
loan  ?  He  muft  then  apply  to  Government,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  King  of  Pruilia  had  done.  With  fuch  high-flown 
principles  as  were  entertained  by  minifters,  how  were  we  to 
refufe  him  ?  Auftrb,  if  it  be  neceffary  to  deftroy  the  Jacobin 
government  of  France,  muft  be  considered,  not  merelyas  a 
neceffary  ally,  but  as  the  very  foul  of  the  alliance.  Thus 
would  this  country  be  carried  on  from  expence  to  expence, 
from  fubfidy  tp  fubfidy. 

Under  fuch  views,  and  entertaining  thefe  fenttments,  he 
conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  propofc  fome  rational  means  by 
which  peace  might  be  procured.  This  effe£k  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  be  procured  only  by  two  modes  i  either  by  treating 
with  France,  or  by  puifuing  our  conqucfts  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  force  our  adveffary  to  make  peace.  Between  thefe  two 
modes,  there  might  indeed  be  an  intermediate  one.  In  an- 
fwer  to  the  firft  of  thefe  propofitions,  it  might  be  faid,  that 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  government  as  the  prefent  one  of 
France,  muft  fubvert  ajl  other  governments.  To  that  argu- 
ment he  (hould  reply,  that  the  Houfe  had  never  fan£lioned 
that  dangerous  fpeculation,  and  that  experience  proved  it  to 
be  the  wtll  of  Providence,  that  monarchies,  oligarchies,  arif- 
tocracies,  republics,  might  exift  in  all  their  feveral  varieties  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  governments  whofe 
principles  were  dire<ftly  adverfe  to  each  other,  might  not  only 
«xift  without  injury  to  each  other,  but  might  exift  in  friend*- 
Aiip  and  alliance.  Let  us  make,  therefore,  a  trial ;  propofe 
peace  to  France ;  and  if  we  fliould  afterwards  be  deceived,  we 
could  then  recur  to  war.  It  would  be  much  more  eafy  to . 
proceed  from  peace  to  war,  than  from  a  ruinous  war  td  an 
advantageous  peace.  If  it  were  true,  as  had  often  been  af- 
ferted,  that  we  could  not  be  fafe  without  the  deftru£bion  of 
the  French  government,  melancholy,  indeed,  was  the  truth. 
The  government  of  France  had  already  ftood  two  years }  the 
firft  campaign  was  particularly  difaftrous;  the  fecond  ha^d 
t^ecn  ftated  to  be  moft  brilliant  and  fuccefsful  s  be  it  fo,  but  it 

would 
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would  not  be  denied,  that  the  government  of  France  was  more 
powerful  at  that  period,  than  it  had  been  at  any  period  fince 
the  revolution.  What  inference  was  to  be  drawn  from  that 
circumftance  ?  An  inference  moft  difcouraging  indeed  to  thofa 
who  were  advocates  for  the  profecution  of  the  war.  We  found 
that  a  celebrated  commander  (the  Duke  of  Brunfwick)  in  the 
firft  campaign  had  been  compelled  to  retreat  from  France  with 
precipitation  and  difgrace.  We  found  that  the  fecond  cam- 
paign wa«  brilliant  and  fuccefsful ;  but  that  brilliancy,  and  that 
uiccefs,  produced  no  advantage  to  the  allied  powers ;  and  the 
government  of  France  was  no  more  afFe£led  by  our  fuccefles 
Sian  by  our  difgraces.  He  required  no  other  proof  than  that* 
He  then  faid,  that,  in  carrying  on  the  war  ad  intemecionem^ 
we  were  in  a  moft  dreadful  utuation ;  for  we  found  our  enemy 
rife  on  defeat,  and  that  in  proportion  to  our  fuccefles  wer« 
the  means  of  refiftance  on  the  part  of  that  enemy  multiplied 
and  increafed.  Unlefs,  therefore,  we  effe£ked  every  things 
we  fhould  fail  fliort  of  the  objed  neceflary  to  be  obtained. 

Nil  a£lum  rq>utanty  A  quid  fuperdTet  agendnm. 

If  we  did  not  deftroy  the  government  of  France,  we  fliouid 
have  done  nothing.  Such  a  Gtuation^  calamitous  and  melan- 
choly at  any-  time,  muft  be  particularly  fo  at  the  prcfent  mo« 
ment,  when  we  confidered  the  exhaufted  (late,  and  the  inabi- 
lity of  our  allies.  If,  therefore,  minlfters  would  condefcend 
to  be  inftru£ted  by  the  wifdom  of  former  times,  if  they  would 
vouchfafe  to  purfue  the  example  of  their  anccftors,  they  would 
then  be  induced  to  make  peace ;  and  die  fuccefles  which  had 
attended  our  arms,  would  only  afford  additional  reafons  for 
adopting  that  mode  of  condud.  In  various  parts  of  the  world 
viftory  had  attended  our  operations.  In  the  Weft  Indies  we 
had  taken  Martinique,  St.  Lucie,  Guadaloupe,  and  a  great 
part  of  St.  Domingo.  We  had  alfo  driven  the  French  from 
the  Eaft  Indies.  .  Thefe  advantages  would  be  eminently  ufeful 
in  making  peace  \  whereas  they  could  not  at  all  conduce  to  the 
fuccefs  of  that  fyftem  by  which  the  government  of  France  was 
attempted  to  be  deftroyed.  THcy  were  every  thing  for  nego- 
ciation,  and  nothing  for  deftru£bion.  Witn  refpe£l  to  the 
mode  •f  treating,  he  never  yet  heard  but  one  rational  objec- 
tion, which  was,  •  that  France  was  not  in  a  negociable  ftate  ; 
and  the  maqner  in  which  that  objedlion  had  been  defended 
was,  that  there  was  no  man  in  France  who  could  anfwer  for 
the  condud:  of  another.  At  the  time  that  obje£kion  was  iirft 
urged,  he  did  not  think  It  valid  or  fubflantlal,  but  he  was  fure 
that  it  was  not  then  fo.  He  trufted  that  no  man  would  think 
him  a  friend  to  tlie  French  government;  and  he  alfo  hoped 
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that  he  fhoilld  not  be  thought  willing  to  pay  a  compliment  t<r 
tyranny,  when  he  aiTerted  chat  the  government  of  Franee 
£ould  coerce  its  fubjeAs  v  ^md  that,  if  that  government  wifiied 
to  declare  war  againft  the  Swifs  Cantons,  and  even  againft 
Americas  they  would  be  obeyed.  If,  therefore,  the  French 
government  pofiefled  the  power  to  make  war,  it  muft  alfo  po& 
Cefs  die  power  to  make  peace ;  and  if,  as  had  been  dated,  it 
were  neccflary  to  ufe  force,  for  the  purpofe  of  compelling  the 
people  of  France  to  go  to  the  field  and  make  war,  it  furely 
muft  require  lefs  force  to  induce  them  to  make  peace.  It  had 
ever  been  the  policy  of  France  to  maintain  a  friendly  inter- 
courfe  with  fome  adjacent  powers ;  and,  in  purfuance  of  that 
policy,  (be  had  been  enabled  to  preferve  her  neutrality  witli 
jTeveral  ftates.  He  hoped  that  we  ihould  be  able  to  preferve 
burs  in  £urope,  and  elfenvhere^  as  well  as  France  had  done. 
He  was  ready  to  allow,  that  it  was  one  thing  to  prop  fepeace^ 
and  another  to  obtain  it. 

All  cafes  of  that  nature,  undoubtedly,  were  fubje£t  to  great 
uncertainty,  and  with ,  a  nation  in  a  ftate  fo  anomalous  as 
that  of  France^  all  events  mud  be  peculiarly  doubtful ;  but 
where  could  be  the  danger  of  the  propofition  ?  Should  we  \o{t 
our  allies  by  it  ?  No.  Befides,  having  made  the  propofittoni 
the  Convention  and  the  committees  would  be  no  longer  able 
to  delude  the  people,  b?  making  them  believe  that  they  were 
fighting  for  their  liberties  and  their  mod  valuable  rights. 
*Iliey  might  employ  terror,  but  that  would  then  be  their  only 
refource.  Nor  would  thefe  be  all  tie  advantages  that  would 
refult  from  fuch  a  jnode  of  condu£^*  The  Houfe  would  con# 
vince  this  kingdom  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  wiflies  for  peace  | 
they  would  relieve  men,  who  believed  that  the  principles  of 
the  prefent  war  were  not  friendly  to  the  general  caufe  of  free* 
dom,  from  that  repugnance  which  they  mud  experience. 

The  Houfe  would  indulge  him  in  another  obferv^tion  on  the 
idea  of  dedroying  the  French  government.  Some  men,  of 
warm  imaginations  and  great  abilities,  had  thought  the  preva* 
lence  of  French  principles  mud-produce  a  confiderable  cfTefl 
in  all  other  countries.  He  doubted  the  do£trinc  when  he  firft 
heard  it^  and  the  more  he  examined,  the  more  he  dtfliked  it. 
To  fuch  an  opinion  he  always  objeAeH,  that  it  was  unfound ; 
and  that  it  led  to  that  barbarous  fydcm  of  intolerance,  which 
he  had  hoped  had  been  banjO^ed  from  the  world*  Let  them 
look  to  the  caufes  and  eflFcAs  of  thefe  principles.  It  was  gene- 
rally thought  that  American  principles  poffeflcd  a  confiderable 
influence  in  the  French  revolution;  and  if  we  fought  the  pa- 
rentage and  pedigree  of  this  opinion,  we  ihould  find  that  it 
fyad  txtremely  piaufibtet   If  we  traced  the  fource  of  (he  Amer 
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rican  principles,  we  (hould  find  that  iburcein^GrentBritaia. 
The  Americins  r<:c;2ived  not  tlieir  principles  and  opinions  from 
the  wandering  Indians,  nor  from  Mexico  or  Peru— they  car- 
ried th<;m  with  them  from  England.^  He  {hould  therefore,  in- 
deed, paufe  a  long  timCi  before  he  dated,  that,  becaufe  fuch 
principles  might  lead  to  anarchy  and  confufion,  that  therefore  all 
per  ions  poflef&ng  fuch  principles  ought  to  be  exterminated ; 
lor  if  he  did  make  fuch  ftatemcnr,  he  muft  alfo  be  prepared  to 
contend,  that  America  and  Great  Britain  muft  be  the  moft 
guilty  countrifs  in  the  wor!d;  anJ  with  refpeft  to  thefe  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  equality,  which  had  been  fo  much  abufed* 
whence  did  we  deduce  them  ?  from  the  ancients  ?  No ;  their 
writings  produced  merely  a  general  efFc£^  in  favour  of  liberty; 
but  if  we  proceeded  to  an  analyCs  of  their  writings,  we  (honid 
£iul  that  they  tended  to  no  given  and  defined  fyftem  of  liberty* 
r)id  we  then  derive  thefe  principles  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  or 
from  the  Mogul  government  ?  No.  Ffom  Great  firitain  alone  ; 
from  a  fyitem  of  phiiofophy  (if  that  word  might  now  be  ufed)» 
and  from  thofe  grand  refervoirs  of  wifdom  and  truth,  Locke  and 
Sydney.  What  did  he  argue  from  this  ?  that  if  fuch  principles 
were  to  be  oppofed  by  deipotic  powers,  the  Englifh  opinions* 
writings  of  philofophers,  muft  be  moft  odious  and  deteftablei 
and  that  {(  it  fliould  ever  happen  that  the  defpotic  nations  of 
Europe  ftiould  be  at  War  with  us.  Great  Britain  muft  be  axi 
obje^  of  much  greater  reprobation  and  abhorrence  than  France^ 
inafmuch  as  truth  was  always  more  dangerous,  becaufe  more 
powerful  than  error.  The  government  of  Berlin,  which  muft 
dir,uft  every  man,  might  then  think  the  true  principles  of 
}i!fti  e  more  abominable  than  we  did  the  prefent  French  priiw 
ciples. 

Mr..  Fox  faid,  he  had  ufed  every  argument  that  occurred  to 
his  minJ  v\  favour  of  fome  Refolutions  which  it  was  his  inten* 
tion  to  fabmit  to  the  Houfe.  As  it  was,  however,  probable 
that  thefe  Refolutions  might  not  be  acceded  to,  it  was  his  inr 
tention  to  fay  fomething  in  favour  of  another  Refolution  which 
he  ihou'd  offer  to  Gentlemens  conddcration ;  becaufe,  if  it 
was  determined,  by  the  reje£lion  of  the  firft  fct  of  Refolutions,^ 
that  ir  was  proper  to  proceed  in  the  attempt  to  deftroy  the 
French  government,  he  (hould  then  contend,  that  their  deterr 
mination  ought  to  be  openly  and  folemnly  avowed;  and  that 
we  ihoutd  declare,  that  we  were  at  war  for  the  purpofe  of  obr 
gaining  fome  given  and  explicit  order  of  government  in  France, 
K^caufe  every  emigrant  wouM  then  know  for  what  he  wa^ 
fighting.  If  we  declared  that  they  were  contending  for  the 
xeftoration  of  the  old  government,  they  would  then  be  joined 
^j  s^l  ifaofit  wiM)  widKd  ibc  reftoration  ot  that  defpotifm.    If 

they 
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thej  dated,  that  it  was  their  intention  to  reftore  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  1791,  they  would  then  be  joined  by  the  fupporters  of 
that  conftitution.  The  fame  argument  might  be  ufcd,  if  their 
obje£t  fliould  be  the  eftablifhment  of  a  rational  republic.  In 
that  latter  cafe,  they  would  not  certainly  be  joined  by  emi« 
grants,  but  by  many  perfons  in  France,  where,  he  believed, 
that  fo  great  was  the  abhorrence  of  the  ancient  defpotifm,  that 
the  name  of  a  repiubHc  was  popular.  If,  however,  they  pro- 
ceeded without  fuch  an  explicit  declaration  as  he  had  men* 
tioned,  thev  might  be  joined  by  hands,  but  they  would  have  no 
hearts  in  tneir  favour.  They  would  have  men  who  might  fuf* 
peft  that  they  meant  to  betray  them.  Thev  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  unhappy  vi£lims,  who  might  be  fighting  for  that 
which  minifters  did  not  mean  to  eftabliih.  He  therefore  re^ 
peated,  that  he  certainly  fhould  attempt  to  procure  an  explicit 
declaration  of  the  objedts  of  the  prefent  unfortunate  war. 

The  Houfe  would  perceive,  that  he  had  ftudioufly  avoided 
all  obfervations  on  the  military  condulfl  of  the  war.  On  that 
fubje£t,  he  had  ftated  his  opinion  before  in  his  fentiments  on 
the  manner  in  which  our  trade  had  been  proteded  5  which 
fentiments  were  by  no  means  altered,  when  he  believed  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  would  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  infifting,  with  fuch  a  triumj^ant  tone,  on  the 
price  of  infurance,  as  an  incontrovertible  criterion,  by  which  a 
judgment  might  be  formed  of  the  proteftion  afforded  to  our 
trade.  He  had  looked  with  that  anxiety  common  to  them  aH 
on  the  operations  in  Flanders.  During  the  prefent  campaign 
we  had  taken  a  town  of  confiderable  note.  The  French  had 
alfo  taken  fome  of  our  towns.  We  had  deftroyed  many  of 
the  enemy,  and  we  had,  alas !  loft  many  of  our  own  foldiers. 
He  muft  own  that  he  felt  fome  curiofity  to  know  the  amount 
of  the  lofs  of  men  (tnce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war.  In  looking  to  the  Gazette,  he  found  it  difficult  to  gra- 
tify that  curiofity,  but  he  believed  that  it  would  not  be  too 
much  to  compute  the  lofs  of  the  French  alo^e  at  200,000 
men  I  What  t^en  muft  be  the  power  of  that  country  which 
was  able  to  afford  fuch  lofles  ?•  We  had  reduced  Landrecies, 
and  what  was  the  confequence  ?  Another  part  of  the  French 
army  made  fuch  an  impreflion,  as  to  render  it  neceffary  for  us 
to  employ  our  whole  force  againft  them.  And  yet,  with  all  that 
force,  with  all  thofe  energies  which  we  employed,  and  all  thofe 
laurels  which  we  had  won,  we  had  not  been  able  to  drive 
them  from  their  pofition.  Looking  thus  at  the  ftate  of  the 
campaign,  furveying  the  frontier  of  France,  and  the  myriads 
of  mpn  in  arms,  he  muft  confider  the  conqueft  of  that  coun- 
try as  more  dcfperatc  •  than  ever.     Let  them  recoUeft  tbt 
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opinion  which  our  allies  entertained  of  the  enemy.    Let  them 
read  the  King  of  Pruflia's  declaration,  and  the  papers  lately 
publifhed  by  the  Emperor.    He  had  perufed  a  paper,  in  whicu 
his  Imperial  Majcfty  beftowed  great  encomiums  on  the  con- 
du€t  of  the  five  columns  of  the  allies  employed  in  the  aAioxi 
of  the  17th,  in  which  he  faid  that  there  never  was  an  attack 
more  admirably  concerted,  or  more  bravely  condu£ted.  When^ 
therefore,  he  found  that  that  attack  failed,  was  he  to  impute 
that  failure  to  any  error   in   the  plan,  or  in  the  execution  ? 
The  Emperoi^s  paper  forbade  him  to  entertain  fuch  fentiments. 
Was  he  then  to  impute  the  ill  fucccfs  to  the  elements  ?  No  j 
he  was  to  impute  it  to  the-  hedges  and  ditches  of  Flanders. 
That  however  was  not  a  circumllance  unforcfcen  by  the  Em- 
peror.     It  was  not  more  unforcfcen  by  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
than  the  expcnces  of  the  war  were  by  the  Kmg  of  Pruflia. 
The  latter  would  have  proceeded   in  the  war,  if  war  had  not 
been  attended  with  expence.    The  .five  columns  of  the  former 
would  have  been  fuccefsful  in  Flanders,  had  not  there  been 
an  interfered  country.    Since  the  17th,  a  great  viflory  had 
been  gained,  in  which,  from  peculiar  circumuances*,  he  mud: 
be  fuppofed  to  rejoice ;  but  in  what  had  it  been  fuccefsful  i 
The  only  efFe£k  of  that  viftory  was,  not  to  diflodge  the  French 
from  their  pofition  in  Flanders,  but  to  avert  a  great  danger 
from  the  allied  army.    What  he  had  hitherto  obferved,  related 
only  to  the  army  of  the  North.    If,  however,  we  looked  to 
the  other  armies  of  France,  the  view  would  be  equally  gloomy 
and  unfortunate.     Under  all   thefc  circumftances,  he  con- 
tended, that  there  was  not  more  reafjon  to  be  fanguine  about 
the  final  iffue  of  the  war,  and  the  deftruclion  of  the  Jacobin 
government  in  France,  by  external  force,  that  there  was  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war.     It  appeared  therefore  to  him, 
that  the  prcfeni  was  the  proper  period  to  recur  to  that  principle 
of  policy,  which  was  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
conteft. 

He  had  hitherto  confined  himfelJF  to  Europe }  and  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  make  many  obfervations  with  refpeft  to 
America.  We  had  heard  a  paper,  which  might  pofTibly  be  a 
forgery ;  but  the  facility  with  which  it  had  obtained  genctal 
belief,  was  no  flight  circumftance.  Our  fituation  with  Ame- 
rica was  critical :  They  had  iffiied  an  order  which  \^c  wifely 
recalled ;  but  we  had  other  difputes,  which  were  not  yet  fet* 
tied.  That  country,  governed  by  a  man,  the  wifcft  and  bed  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived,  would  endeavour  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  to  avoid  a  rupture  with  Great  Britnin.  Thcfe  endeavours, 
however,  might  fail  from  the  heat  of  America,  and  the  intem^ 

*  The  gallant  condti^l  and  fuccefs  of  \\i%  brotUcr  in  the  s^Aon«  which  wra 
crowned  with  vidlorv. 
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perance  of  Great  Britain,  Of  the  means  of  offence*  Americat 
at  was  true,  was  noc  poflcflcd  on  any  ):<rge  fc^e,  but  Ihe  could 
find  ahundant  means  to  harafs  and  anuoy  us  s  and  ajrainft  her 
we  could  not  ftrike  a  blow  that  would  not  be  as  ferertly  felt 
in  London  as  in  America.  If  we  commenced  another  crufade 
againft  her,  we  might  deftroy  her  trade,  and  check  the  prcH 
grefs  of  her  agriculture,  but  we  muft  alfo  equally  injure  our- 
telves.  Defperate,  thereforCf  indeed,  muft  be  that  war  in 
which  each  wound  infl^£lcd  on  our  enemy  muft  at  the  fame 
time  infli£l  a  wound  upon  ourfelvcS.  He  tnifted  thatfuch  an 
event  as  a  war  with  America  would  not  happen ;  but  Aether 
it  did  or  not,  he  crntended  that  each  day  afforded  additional 
reafoDS  for  negociatit  g  a  peace  with  France. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  moving  the  firftof  fourteen  Refolu- 
tionsi  which  were  exadlly  the  fame  in  fubftance  as  thofe 
moved  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 

Mr,  Jenhinfm  faid,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  occupy, 
for  any  confulerable  length,  the  time  of  the  Houfe ;  he  ffiould 
confine  himfelf  to  anfwer  thofe  parts  of  the  Right  Hon.  <Gen- 
demands  fpeech  which  fecmed  moft  connef^ed  with  the  fubjd^ 
of  the  debate,  and  not  follow  him  through  all  the  mifcellaneoua 
topics  he-had  been  pleafed  to  advance.    The  great  oh]t6t  of 
his  exertions  appeared  to  him  to  be  to  ptove,  that  minifters 
had  changed  the  objeft  of  the  war,  and  that,inftead  of  a  war 
undertaken  pro  reflcdly  for  the  prote£kion  of  our  allies,  and  on 
principles  of  felf-defence,  it  had  been  changed  into  an  avowed 
intention  of  interfering  in  the  internal  conftitution  of  France. 
In  oppofition  to  that  ftatement,  he  ihould  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  Houfe,  that  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  was  not 
the  fole  cauie  for  which  we  had  been  obliged  to  engage  in  hof« 
tilities  againft  France.     He  (hould  beg  leave  to  ftate  once 
more  to  the  Houfe,  what  were  the  real  grounds  of  the  preient 
war :  The  firft  certainly  was  the  proteAion  of  our  allies  from 
invafion  and  infult }  the  fecond  caufe  was  thofe  views  of  ag- 
grandizement which  the  ruling  powers  of  France  avowed,  and 
their  profefled  determination  to  propagate  their  new-fangled 
and  deftru£tive  doflrines,  through  this  and  every  country  in 
Curope,hy  the  fword  ;  and  the  third  caufe  of  hoftilities  was 
the  infult  peculiarly  offered  to  this  country  by  the  French 
Convention.    Thefe  various  reafons,  avowed  and  aded  upon 
at  the  commencement,  proved  inconteftibly,  that  the  war,  in 
its' origin,  neither  was,  nor  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  purely  de* 
fenfive.     In  order  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  form  a  correft  deci- 
fion  upon  the  prefent  queftion,  let  him  remind  Gentlemen  of 
the  precife  declaration  made  by  his  Majefty's  minifters  upon  a 
former  occafioni  w^en  the  war  had  bcen^  as  it  was  that  night, 
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the  fubjeft  of  difcuflion ;  in  which  declaration  they  openly 
avowed,  and  in  that  avowal  met  the  approbation  of  thofc  Gen» 
tlcmen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  their  objefl:  was  in- 
demnity for  the  pad,  and  fecurity  for  the  time  to  come.  With 
that  acknowledged  obje<El  in  view,  he  was  free  to  admit,  with-^ 
out  entering  into  any  difcuilion  upon  <  the  fubjeft,  that  if  in* 
demnity,  and  future  fecurity,  were  attainable,  the  war  ought 
to  be  brought  to  the  moft  fpcedy  conclufionj  but  their  ob- 
jefts,  however  defirable,  were,  in  his  opinion,  under  the  pre* 
fent  circumdances,  impoflible  to  be  obtained ;  and  upon  this 
point  he  was  ready  to  meet,  and  rifcjue  the  iflue  of^  the  pre-* 
fent  queftion. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  former  debate  he  had  afTerted,  and  he  re- 
peated the  aifertion,  that,  contrary  to  all  former  wars  in  which 
that  country  had  been  engaged,  there  was  no  fecurity  which 
w^e  could  obtain,  that,  from  any  probable  appearance  of  its 
continuance,  could  induce  us  to  put   an  end  to  the  prefent 
wan     The  peace  of  Ryfwick,  at  the  time  when  Louis  XIV, 
entertained  wild  and  ambitious  views  of  aggrandizement,  de-r 
ftruftive  of  the  balance  of  power,  an4  dangerous  to  the  gene- 
ral   independence   of  Europe,  might  be  confidered  a  wife 
sneafure  as  a  temporary  expCidient,  becaufe  fome  ratiomil  hope 
could  be"  entertained  of  its  duration  for  at  lead  fome  time  ; 
and  if  it  lafted  but  two,  three,  or  four  years,  yet  it  was  as  de- 
firable for  the  one  fide  as  the  other,  becaufe  it  enabled  eaCh 
party    to  recruit   its  exhaufted  ftrength,  and  meet  its  anta- 
gonift  upon  more  fair  and  equal  terms ;  and  therefore  there 
exifted  fome  probability  of  its  continuance:  Whereas,  in  the 
prefent  indance,  there  exided  no  profpedt  of  fecurity,  nor  rea- 
fonable  ground  to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  peace  even  for 
one  finglc  hour :  The  very  principles  upon  which  the  ruling 
powers  of  France  a£led  and  fupported  themfelves,  denied  ^ 
wife  man  even  the  pofiibility  of  entertaining  fuch  an  idea.   To 
prove  the  truth  of  that  aflertion,  it  was  only  neccffary  to  recol- 
lect the  driking  features  which  marked  every  change  of  power 
in  France,  and  we  ftiould  find  that  moderation,  the  friend  o£ 
peace,  had  been  the  dedifuftion  of  the  power  of  the  various 
parties  which  had  in  their  turns  ruled  that  country,     What; 
nad  overthrown  the  adminidration  of  Neckar  i  Moderation. 
What  had  dedrpyed  the  Conditutionalids,  the  Girondids,  the 
Briflbtines,  and  all  the  parties  which  had  Tuccdfivcly  rifeu 
9nd  funk  in  that  agitated  hemifphere  ?    Moderation  !    An<l 
what  confirmed  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  ruling 
men  in  France  ?  The  total  want  of  moderation  I  Should  they 
nveir  attempt  to  depart  from  their  ufual  fydcm  of  violence,  by 
turning  their  thoughts  to  fo  humane  and  To  (empcrat^  a  con* 
Voj^.lV.  Hh  fi4cr«!M 
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fideration  as  peace,  their  downfall  would  be  the  inevitable 
cqnfequence,  in  order  to  make  room  for  thofe  who,  to  prove 
themfelves  worthy  of  their  new  iituation,  would  inftantly  vio- 
late the  faith  pledged  by  their  predeceflbrs.  Hence  it  was 
evident,  that,  unlike  all  former  fituations,  there  was  no  fecu« 
rity  to  be  looked  for  in  peace,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  fyftem 
continued  in  France  :  Its  deilruflion  was  therefore  an  indif. 
penfable  preliminary  to  the  attainment  of   fo  deCrable  an 

It  had  been  afked,  what  probability  there  was  of  attaining 
that  obje£h  by  a  continuance  of  hoftilities  ?  He  was  ready  to 
admit  that  the  reduction  of  a  few  towns,  or  the  gaining  a  few 
battles,  was  of  little  or  no  avail  towards  the  termination  of 
the  prefent  war ;  nor  had  he  any  heHtation  in  faying,  that  tho 
obje£b,  however  defirable,  was  attainable  only  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  that  fyftem  of  Jacobinifm  which  ruled  Paris,  and 
through  it  the  whole  kingdom  of  France :  He  would  at  the 
fame  time  fay,  however  difficult  or  diftant  the  completion  of 
fuch  a  fcheme  might  appear,  it  was,  in  his  judgment,  by  no 
means  impoHible  or  impra£ii(;.ible.  He  had,  Mr.  Jenkinfon 
faid,  on  a  former  night,  ftated  his  fentiments  upon  that  fub-r 
ject,  which  were,  that,  in  order  to  effeft  that  very  defirable  ob* 
je£^,  it  wasabfolutely  neceflary  tliat  a  ftrong  frontier  (hould  be 
fecured,  whence  the  united  forces  could  pre fs  forward  to  the 
attainment  of  their  objeA^  And  he  was  the  more  convinced 
of  the  propriety  and  juftnefs  of  thefe  fentiments,  and  of  the 
policy  of  that  fyftem  of  proceeding,  by  the  conlideration,  that 
ihould  we  even  fail  in  the  defign  of  taking  Paris,  we  fhould,  at 
all  events,  fecure  a  barrier,  which  would  afford  prote£tion  and 
fecurity  to  oiir  allies,  and  which,  through  them,  muft  ulti<« 
•  mately  afford  proteftion  and  fecurity  to  ourfclves,  ^ 

Much  had  been  faid  of  the  prevalence  of  the  opinions  pro- 
pagated by  the  French.  It  was  true  that  tliefe  opinions  were 
dangerous  in  proportion  to  the  power,  the  wealth,  and  popu« 
lation  of  France,  to  the  other  natiohs  of  Europe  j  but  they 
were  ftill  more  dangerous  from  their  nature  :  The  principles 
of  Jacobinifm  were  principles  which  went  to  fet  the  poor 
againft  the  rich,  to  encourage  thofe  who  had  nothing  to  lofe 
againft  the  beft  fupporters  of  order  and  good  government,  and 
which,  by  cutting  afunder  every  bond  of  human  fociety,  tended 
to  thr6w  every  thing  into  chaos  and  confufion, 

^rhe  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  attacked  the  treaty  entered 
into  with  his  Sardinian  Majcfty,  and  argued  its  inutility  firoiu 
the  fucceffes  of  the  French  in  that  quarter.  That  the  French 
had  gained  fome  advantages  on  that  fide  was  not  to  be  denied ;. 
but,  neverthclefs,  the  good  cffefts  of  the  treaty  were  obvious 
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from  the  divcrfions  it  had  caufed,  and  the  number  of  troops 
the  French  had  found  it  neceiTary  to  fend  into  that  quarter, 
which  might  othcrwifc  have  been  fo  ufefully  and  dangcroufly 
employed  againi^  the  allies  on  the  northern  frontiers.    The 
fubfidy  paid  to  the  King  of  Prufiia  had  alfo  been  a  fubjeft  of 
fevere  reprehenfion  :  For  his  part,  he  could  fee  nothing  in  that 
'  tranfaftion  that  could  either  excite  furprife  from  being  unex- 
pefted,  or  reprehenfion  from  being  unneceffary.     It  fliould  be 
confidered,  that  the  Pruffian  monar.chy  was  not  to  be  ranked 
amongft  the  firft-rate  empires  of  Europe;    it  was  a  power 
merely  artificial,  and  owed  its  exiftcnce  to  its  ft-eafurcs ;  if 
thefe  failed,  it  muft  inevitably  fink  into  a  fecondary  charafter. 
Confidering,  therefore,  that  that  monarch  had  carried  on  two 
campaigns  at  an  immenfe  diilance  from  his  own  territories, 
where  he  could  have  no  poflibility  of  indemnity  from  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  territory,  it  was  neither  furprifing,  nor  unreafonablc, 
for  him  to  demand  that  afliftance  which  he  mud  fo  much  (land 
in  need  of  for  the  profecution  of  the  war ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  wifdom  and  policy  of  granting  him  that  afliftance  had  been 
already  fully  demonftrated,  and  the  Houfe  and  Ae  Country 
fecmed  to  concur  in  opinion  rcfpefting  it.     The  events  of  the 
campaign  had  alfo  been  forcibly  urged  as  forming   a  (Irong 
ground  m  favour  of  the  prefent  motion  j  for  his  part,  in  the  . 
events  of  the  prefent  campaign,  he  faw  nothing  which  was  not 
in  the  higheft  degiee  encouraging,  and  which  did  not   give 
every  reafonable  profpeft  of  fuccefs.     The  campaign  had  not 
been  fairly  commenced  above  five  or  fix  weeks  ;  in  that  ftiort 
period  we  had  taken  Landrecy,  a  town  of  confiderable  im- 
portance, and  formerly  confideredthe  key  of  the  entrance  into 
France;  and  though  we  had  loft  one  or  two   trifling  ports 
(Menin  and  Courtray),  yet,  when  we  contemplated  the  deter- 
mined valour,  fpirit,  and  enterprife,  which  diftinguiflied  the 
whole  of  tlie  allied  armies,  there  was  every  reafon  to  look  for- 
ward with  confidence  to  fuccefs  and  to  viftory. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  Mr.  Jenkinfon  obferved,  had 
propofed  a  gjieat  number  of  Refolutions,  which  contained  an 
abftra£l  of  all  the  various  proceedings  and  declarations  during 
the  war,  from  which  he  had  deduced  two-jiniclical  Refolutions  j 
upon  the  firft  of  which  it  was  his  intention  to  move  the  previa 
etis  queflion  ;  and  as  to  the  latter  of  them,  it  had  no  ground 
whatever  to  fupport  it ;  for  it  wiflied  to  bind  us  down  to  a 
fpecific  declaration  of  the  form  of  government  we  intended  to 
cftablifti  in  France,  It  was  impollible,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
to  bind  men  down  in  precife  terms  to  objects  of  purfuit,  be- 
caufe  they  might  change  from  a  variety  of  caufes  ;  and  what 
might,  or  might  not,  be  dcfirable  one  day,  might  be  the  reverfe 
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the  next.  With  regard  to  the  right  of  interference  in  the  in* 
ternal  concerns  of  any  government^  ke  had  uniformly  rhain-' 
iained,  that  one  country,  at  peace  with  anotherj  had  no  right 
whatever  to  interfere  in  its  internal  concerns }  but  he  had  a^ 
uniformly  maintained  the  right  of  internal  interference  in  a 
ftate  of  war;  bccaufe  he  conceived  it  juftifiable  to  adopt  all 
fuch  meafures  ^s  might,  by  diftreffing  our  enemies,  incline 
them  to  peace.  It  had  been  urged,  whether,  at  the  time  wc 
were  fo  eager  to  pull  down  the  prefent  government  of  France, 
we  were  piepared  to  ereft  another  in  its  place  :  He  certainly 
was  not  ready  to  fay  what  precife  form  (hould  be  fubftituted, 
becaufe  that  mud  depend  entirely  upon  future  circumftanceSi 
after  having,  at  all  events,  overturned  the  prefent  power  of 
the  Jacobins,  the  exidence  of  which  was  totally  incompatible 
^ith  the  exiftence  of  every  regular  government  and  authority 
in  Europe,  for  thcfe  feveral  reafons  he  fliould  move  the 
previous  quejllon  upon  the  Refolution  moved.  The  queftioa 
was  at  this  time  called  for,  and  about  to  be  put,  when 

Mr,  Sheridan  rofe,  and  aflured  the  Houfe  he  would  not  de-» 
tain  them  long*  He  faid  he  perceived,  from  the  conduct  of 
jninifters  this  cveninffj  that,  with  them  at  leaft,  "  Mum  waf 
the  Order  of  the  Day,  The  Hon.  Gentlemnn  who  had  juft  fat 
down,  had  fpoken  certainly  in  the  tone  of  the  Right  Hon.  mi- 
iiifter  near  him  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  if  not  with 
liis  ability.  He  had  a  right,  however,  to  conclude,  from  the 
filence  ooferved  by  minillers,  that  the  fentiments  uttcrv  d  by 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  allowing  for  his  warmth  and  confidence 
of  aflcrtion,  were  in  a  great  degree  their  own.  Tl.c  Ilon^ 
Gentleman  had  On  the  prefent,  as  on  mod  occafions,  cxprclTed 
himfelf  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  which  impiefled  his 
mind,  as  it  ever  had  done,  with  an  idea,  that  though  the  Hon* 
Gentleman  was  not  in  the  cabinet,  yet  he  certainly  appeared 
to  be  fo  much  in  the  fccrets  of  miniilry,  that  he  might  be  pro- 
perly fuppofed  to  deliver  their  fentime.nts.  No  other  fuppofi* 
rion,  indeed^  could  warrant  the  manner  in  which  that  Hon. 
Gentleman  delivered  his  opinion,  unlefs  we  were  to  fuppofo 
that  he  had  an  hereditary  knowledge  of  politics,  and  that  a 
deep  infigl.t  into  ilic  fecrets  of  cabinets  ran  in  his  blood. 

On  the  prefent  occafu/n,  he  could  not  but  think  that  he  had 
pniTud  the  hoir.^.ds  (of  tlic  inflrutftions  lie  would  not  fay,  but  of 
the  intimations  at  loall)  tl;ac  had  bcon  |;lvLn  him  by  the  Ri^ht 
Hon.  Geiitlcnicn  who  \\\.\c  liis  fuppoitcrs,  and  fat  on  each 
^liSo.  of  him  (the  ChanccJic.r  of  tlic  lixchcc,ucr  and  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Dundas)  5  frr  he  could  not  conceive,  however  their 
filcnce  fni^ht  juftify  t!ic  fuppofition,  that  they  were  prepared 
to  acccnip;\ny  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in  al!  the  lengths  he  had 

gone 


! 

MAY  J6.3      V/OODFAtL'S  PARLIA^iENTARY  REPORTS.  d|^ 

gone  that  nights    Not  to  follow  bim  through  the  greater  part  | 

of  his  arguments,  few  of  which  were  of  much  weighti  or  had  ! 

the  fmalicft  tendency  to  refute  thofe  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  1 

(Mr.  Fox),  he  Ihould  confine  himfelf  to  take  fome  notice  o£  | 

one  or  two  pofitions,  which  feemed  to  him  to  meet  the  quef-* 
tion  on  a  fair  and  manly  ground*     The  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
openly  and  candidly  ftated,  that  the  ohjcQ  of  the  Mrar  was  the 
definition  of  the  Jacobin  government  of  France^  in  ofdcr  tm 
cfFc£l  which,  our  views  mull  ncceffarlly  be  turned  to  the  de-« 
ilru£lion  of  Paris,  the  only  probable  means  of  efiefking  the 
«nd  in  view.     Did  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  or  the  Houfe,  feri<« 
oufly  fuppofe,  that  that  objeA  was  fo  attainable  as  he  aflcrted? 
He  had  relied  much  on  the  fuccefles  oi  the  campaign,  a  cam<* 
paign  which  had  been  commenced  only  a  few  weeks«    He, 
however,  was  much  afraid,  that  the  calamities  of  the  campaign 
had  been  much  greater  than  the  fuccefles,  and  that  we  had 
gained  little  elfe  than  honour )  and  certainly  honour  of  no 
inconfiderable  degree  had  been  acquired,  efpecially  by  the  Bri* 
tifli  troops.    But)  -on  a  fair  review,  and  a  balance  ilruck,  he 
was  grieved  to  find^  that  our  other  advantages  had  been  few, 
if  any.     In  the  fame  Gazette  in  which  we  were  informed  that 
Prince  Kaunitz  had  driven  the  French  beyond  the  Sambre,  wo 
had  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  penetrated  into 
Luxembourg,  and  'had  forced  General  Beaulieu  to  retreat- 
After  the  a£lion  of  the  2ad,  which  had  been  rcpreferited  with 
great  triumph  in  our  Gazette  as  a  complete  vi£lory  (he  did  noC 
mean  to  impute  any  wilful  mifreprefentation  to  thofe  accounts, 
but  he  well  knew  that  perfons  who  felt  warmly  intereiled  in 
any  caufe,  always  put  the  bed  face  on  the  pofition  of  affairs j, 
the  Emperor  publiflied  a  bulletin,  a  copy  of  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  which  did  not  convey  precifely  the  fame  idea  of  a 
complete  viflory  as  we  had  been  led  to  cxpcfl.    The  paper 
he  had  no  doubt  was  genuine ;  and  though  a  great  ded  had 
lately  been  faid  about  forgeries,  he  believed  no  imputation  of 
that  fort  could  be  fairly  laid  to  that  paper.     It  purported  to  be 
a  bulletin  publidjcd  at  Toumay   by  ^he  Emperor,  and  did 
great  credit  to  the  heart  of  that  Prince,  as  a  proof  of  his  huma- 
nity and  love  of  his  fubjeds.     After  complimentitig  the  offi- 
cers and  all  his  troops  for  their  bravery  in  obtaining  the  vic- 
tory of  the  day,  it   ftated,  that,  though  6000  of  the  enemy 
were  (lain,  yet  the  lofs  of  the  Aaftriaiis  was  upwards  of  aooo. 
The  Emperor  profcfl'ed  to  be  much  grieved  at  the  flaughter  of 
his  faithful  fubjecls  ;  and  concludvd  with  faying,  that  the  day 
in  which  2000  of  his  faithful  fubjefts  fell,  could  not  be  a  day 
of  triumph  to  a  humane  Prince.  When  we  read  fuch  accountSi 
from  fuch  a  quarter,  of  a  victory,  what  ought  to  be  the  gene- 
ral 
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f  al  imprcflion  ?  Surely  ths^t,'  in  the  opinion  of  that  Prince, 
inanj)  many  battles  muil  be  fought,  many,  many  riflories 
gained,  before  the  obje£l  of  the  allies  could  be  accomplifhed. 
They  were  told,  they  were  not  to  give  up  the  conteft  until  wc 
had  complctijly  overturned  the  prcfent  Government  of  France  ; 
then  he  would  aflc,  at  what  time  it  was  calculated  that  we 
fliould  give  it  up  ?  After  having  noticed,  with  lamentatiooy 
the  irrefiftible  fury  with  which  the  enemy  conftantly  attacked 
•nd  fupport^d  afTaults,  he  manifefted  an  inclination  to  peace 
with  fuch  an  enemy.  Much  had  been  relied  on  as  to  the  tak- 
ing of  Landrecie ;  it  i&  true  we  had  taken  Landrecie,  but  it  is 
tnte  alfo  that  we  had  abandoned  the  defence  of  it,  and  had  been 
obliged  to  fall  back  near  70  miles.  It  would  be  found  then^ 
upon  a  fair  balance,  that,  inftead  of  the  campaign  having 

Eoved  fuccefsful,  as  had  been  fo  confidently  afferted  by  the 
on.  Gentleman,  with  rcfpe£l  to  the  main  ohjcSt  of  the  war 
the  reverfe  was  the  fadl.  Were  we  going  to  Paris  ?  for  to 
Paris  we  mud,  it  feemed,  go.  We  were  70  miles  further  from 
it,  than  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  $  and  for  this 
we  are  to  exbauft  the  laft  guinea  and  the  laft  man  to  be  fpared 
from  England  $  for  by  the  reafoning  made  ufe  of  that  night, 
our  exiftence  was  at  ftake  for  the  dcilru6lion  of  the  fyilem 
•nd  the  power  of  the  Jacobins ;  and  this,  it  was  admitted^ 
could  not  be  accompliihed  without  proceeding  to  Paris.  Such 
was  the  language  of  a  perfon,  not  indeed  a  cabinet  minifter, 
but  one  who  aflumed  the  tone  of  fuch  a  charader,  and  who 
was  fuppofcd  to  fpeak  from  equal  authority. — This  he  recol- 
lected to  have  been  exa£lly  the  language  held  out  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  this  country  during  the  American  war.  We 
were  then  told  that  our  exigence  was  at  (lake  in  the  profecution 
of  that  war ;  that  ncgociation  ihould  not  be  reforted  to,  for  that 
if  we  began  to  negociate,  we  (hould  open  a  field  for  we  knew 
not  what  fort  of  claims,  or  how  many  of  them :  That  if  we  ne- 
gociated  with  Amerijra,  we  muft  foon  admit  of  its  independ- 
ence, and  then  would  follow  the  independence,  and,  to  this 
country,  the  total  lofs  of  Ireland ;  and  that  after  fuch  mea- 
fures,  the  fun  of  Great  Britain  would  fet  for  ever.  This .  had 
afterwards  happened,  and  we  had  the  pleafure  to  find  that 
Great  Britain  had  furvived  it. — Something  of  the  fame  kind 
had  been  advanced  of  the  power  of  Ruflia,  when  the  minifter 
had  called  on  us  to  go  to  war  with  that  country,  on  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  taking  of  Oczakow ;  and  yet  after  this  our  Go- 
vernment had  been  quiet  fpedlators  of  that  very  power  taking 
its  fhare  of  thedivifion  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  This  he 
mentioned  to  (hew  how  much  fincerity  there  was  in  all  thefe 
general  expreflions  about  our  very  exiftence  being  at  Hake, 

and 
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and  to  (bcw  thc%  were  nothing  but  mere  common-place  ftate 
trickSy  to  cover  the  moft  wicked  defigns.  He  agreed  with  hia 
Right  Hon.  Friend  as  to  the  conquers  we  had  made,  that  thej 
vrere  highly  honourable  to  Che  ofEcers  and  men  who  were  en^ 
gaged  in  them;  but  he  agreed  alfo,  that  if  they  were  to  be  con- 
Cdered  as  means  for  deftroying  the  power  of  the  Jacobins  ia 
Paris,  they  would  be  found  to  be  inadequate  to  their  propofe4 
end,  and  if  they  were  font  with  that  view  they  were  all  mifap^ 

Elied,  for  if  our  objeS  was  to  deftroy  the  power  of  the  Jaco^* 
ins  at  Paris,  of  what  ufe  were  our  efforts  in  the  Weft  Indies  I 
Of  what  ufe  were  the  efforts  of  Lord  Hood  in  the  MeditemH 
nean,  who  now  feemed  to  be  beating  his  head  againft  the 
walls  of  Baftia  ?  He  maintained,  therefore,  that  the  whole  o£ 
our  force,  if  our  objeft  was  to  deftroy  the  power  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, was  miferoployed ;  for  by  this  we  held  out  to  our  allies 
a  fpirit  of  commercial  advantage,  while  we  pretended  to  fight 
difintereftedly  in  the  good  caufe  of  order,  morality,  and  reli^ 
gion ;  that  in  (hort  this  was,  as  almoft  all  the  wars  of  Princes 
againft  the  People  had  always  been,  a  war  of  ambition  againft 
juftice,  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  multitude  for  the  ag- 
grandizement of  a  bafe  and  fordid  few :  A  war  in  which  fine . 
and  fplendid  pretexts  were  made  ufe  of  to  conceal  intentions 
the  moft  mean  and  felfifti. 

For  a  moment  let  Gentlemen  advert  to  our  allies,  Prufiiat 
as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ftated,  was  an  artificial  power* 
depending  on  its  treafures,  which  had  turned  out,  however, 
to  be  gone,  Berlin  being  alledged  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  avowed 
bankruptcy)  and,  unfortunately  for  this  countrv,  the  reliance 
of  that  artificial  power  was  found  to  be  on  tne  treafury  of 
Great  Britain.  It  might  be  material  to  inquire,  fince  fo  much 
ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  vigour  with  which  the  troops  of 
Pruflia  would  co-operate,  and  the  punctuality  with  which  the 
King  would  a£k  towards  us,  where  thofe  troops  adlually  were, 
and  when  they  would  commence  their  co-operation  ?  There 
was  no. doubt  the  Britifh  money  had  punctually  arrived  at 
Berlin ;  but  though  that  was  the  cafof  and  the  troops  of 
Fruflia  were  to  have  made  a  jundlion  with  the  Britifti  oa 
the  24th  of  May,  we  had  as  yet  received  no  intelligence  of 
them. 

With  regard  to  the  Emperor,  he  had  much  reafon  to  fea?  . 
that  he  alfo  would  become  another  artificial  power,  whofe  de- 
pendence would  be  on  the  Britifh  treafury.  Already  we  had 
feen  the  Emperor  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  loan  to  be  ne» 
gociated  in  this  country ;  and  no  one  would  fay,  that  this  was 
merely  a  temporary  meafure,  or  that  a  continuance  of  the  war 
mu&  not  reader  bis  diftrefs  ftill  greater.    On  the  fubjeCt  oi 

thsc 
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that  loan,  there  was  one  circumftancc  fo  fingijlar,  that  he  felt 
coropelled  to  mention  it.  He  held  In  his  hand  a  paper  which 
contained  a  letter  from  Mr.  Boyd,  the  Banker,  who  was 
concerned  in  the  tranfa£lion,  requefting  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  confirm,  in  writing,  an  afTertion  he  had  made 
in  a  confultation  with  Mr.  Boyd  and  the  German  minifler^ 
iefpe£bing  the  loan.  Here  he  could  not  but  remark,  that  though 
that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  of  all  men  who  ever  breathed,  or 
ever  fpoke  in  a  public  aiTembly,  had  the  fined  choice  of  words» 
and  the  moft  beautiful  arrangement  of  them,  yet,  in  all  his 
dealings  with  commercial  men,  be  was  fo  unfortunate  as 
never  to  make  himfelf  underftood.  That  was  the  cafe  in  the 
prefent  inftance*  Mr.  Boyd,  who,  he  had  no  doubr,  was  a 
▼cry  accurate  man,  requefted  Mr.  Pitt  to  ftate,  in  writing, 
what  he  had  already  faid  in  the  conference,  that  •*  the  loan 
was  perfe£tly  legal,  and  Government  wiflied  it  all  poflible  luc- 
cefs."  That  was  what  had  been  underftood  by  Mr.  Boyd  and 
the  German  minifter,  when  the  former  Gentleman  applied  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  information,  as  he  did  not 
wifli  to  do  any  thing  illegal,  or  contrary  to  the  wifhes  of  Go- 
vernment. At  the  diftancc  of  a  fortnight,  during  which  time 
no  doubt  advice  had  been  fent  to  the  Imperial  court  of  the 
minifter's  hearty  concurrence,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-* 
quer  returned  for  anfwer,  •*  That,  a»  far  as  he  could  recoU 
led,  there  was  no  ftatiite  agai'nfl  a  loan  to  a  power  at  amity 
with  this  country,  and  that  Government  did  not  wifli  to  ob- 
ftru£t  fuch  a  mcafure.*'  That  certainty,  then,  of  the  pcrfcft 
legality  of  the  meafure,  turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
mere  floating  idea  in  his  mind,  that  he  recollcfted  nothing  to 
the  contrary,  and,  inftcad  of  wifliing  it  hearty  fucccfs,  it  was 
only  not  widiing  to  obftruft  it.  Might  not  the  Imperial  mi- 
nifter with  juftice  complain  of  deception  on  the  part  of  the 
minifter  ?  The  minifter,  perhaps  it  would  be  thought,  ought 
to  have  wiflied  to  obftruft  it,  as  thofc  perfons  \v};o  made  tha 
loan  witli  him,  for  the  public  fcrvice,  did  undcrftnnd  that  no 
other  loan  was  to  be  negociated,  and  were  in  confequence  of 
that  ftep  much  dillatisfied. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ridiculed,  in  the  moft  pointed  terms,  our 
treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia ;  not  to  lay  down  our  arms 
againft  France  but  by  mutual  confcnt.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
fay  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  had  laid  down  her  arms  againft  the 
French,  for  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  flic  had  ever 
taken  them  up  for  that  purpcfe ;  her  motives  were  quite  of  a 
different  nature.  What  was  the  fober  rcflcftion  from  all  this  ? 
Why,  that  all  the  powers  in  tl.is  crufade  were  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  proceed  in  it,  and  that  the  whole  of  it  muft  event* 

ually 
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iialiy  be  fupported  by  Englilh  trcafiirc ;  ind  the  refult  of  our 
ittcbefles  in  the  Eatft;  th^  Weft  Indies,  and  all  the  parts  of  th^ 
f  lobe,  might  be^  as  had  been  potiitedly  exprefled  on  anothef 
^ccafiori)  tluit  we  Ihoald  at  laft  be  in  the  full  poilfeffion  of  all 
ihi  iilands  ki  the  world>  except  Great  Brifahi. 

There  was  onfc  confideration  which  had  not  been  touched 
oh  by  hh  Right  Hon.  Friend  who  opened  the  queftion,  which 
ht  thought  deferring  the  attention  of  the  Houfcf,  as  intimately 
ibiftiefted  with  the  fubjcft;  that  was,  the  (late  of  the  coilntry 
it  h6me.  He,  could  not  but  confidcr  the  war  as  giving  rife  to 
a  i^ry  darfgfetdus  fyftem  of  clciring  alarm  among  the  lowet 
fn-clcrS,  to  irritate  th6r  pafiions  igainft  the  fuppofed  cnemici 
rf  thfeir  country,  in  order  to  throw  more  power  into  the  hands 
•f  AdrhiniftTatioti,  and  to  k6c6  the  ^ycs  of  die  Public  from  too  . 
itic^ly  e*aminin|i  fome  of  the  late  dangerous  procceditigs. 
J*df-  that  ptrrpoie,  fabulous  plots^  and  reports  of  forged  con- 
^iricies,  originsting  foltfly  in  the  fcii!  imagination  and  difor- 
flered  conceptions  of  his  Majefty's  miniftcrs,  had  been  fprcad 
abroad,  rfe,  perhaps,  might  be  told,  that,  from  the  Reportf 
6f  the  Secret  Committee,  the  Houfe  had  fufficient  ground  to 

S;tve  tredft  to  £he  exiftencc  of  fuch  confpttacies.  He,  for  one, 
rafikly  avowed,  ftiat  he  coiUd  form  no  fuch  conclufion  from  th^ 
fadts  ftated  in  that  Report  j  and  he  did  not  chufe  fo  far  to  giv6 
up  higf  utrderitandkig  to  any  individuals,  however  refpc^Hblei 
as  to  receive  the  conclufions  of  men  whom  he  thought  deluded, 
and  thofe*conclu(ioD9whkh  appeared  to  him  not-founded  on 
any  thing  like  proof.  It  might  be  faid,  that  the  Houfe  was  to 
Mp^edi  another  Re{)Ort  \  if  that  Repoh  brought  matter  fuffi- 
cient forward  to  prove  any  tf  aiterous  defigns  in  any  men  what- 
ftv^r,  he  (hould  be  among  the  firft  to  vote  for  their  exemplar^ 
puniftimenf,  and  to  tetraft  and  apologize  for  any  thin^^he  had 
advanced :  That,  however,  he  did  not  believe  would  be  th4 
cafe. 

He  Paid,  he  cotfH' not  help  mentionlftg,  whnt  appeared  to  hini 
contrary  to  the  firfl  principles  of  juiVlce  and  hoppur.  Manjf 
|apefs,  of  the  mod  infiammatory  fort,  hati  been  put  Into  his 
nand,  tcfuding'teV  irrkate  the  public  h^ind  againft  tlie  unfortui 
iiate  men  now  incuflody,  which  had  btpen  tirculated  tln^ptigH 
the  metropolis,  and  overgrciit  part  of  t^'cfountry.  'thefe 
he  had  Httle  doubt  but  W  cotild  ti^ce^  if  ndt  dttcaiy  to  the 
tainifteAi  at  fcaft'td  their -k^hts,  afid  pcrfpris  in  theit  pay.    . 

One  ^eftion  he  \fottW  aft,  did  minrffcrs  rtieaft  to  give  theft 
men  a  fair  trial  ?  He  ctonfeffed,  it  appeared  to  him  very  foA 
piciotts.  It  looked  vftry  nhtch  fifcc  an  attenipt  to  irritate  thd 
mob  fo  far  as  to  render  h  dangerous  to  a  jury  to  acquit  th^i'i 
tmfortunats  perfons;    At  any  rate,  it  War  an  unmanly,  -an  un* 

Vol.  IV.  li  .  fair, 
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lair,  and  an  unjoft  proceedings  thoa  to  cxetCo  prqadices  ag&inft 

Srfens  whore  innocence  or  gnilt  waa  not  yel  detenmncd. 
e  muft  advert  alfo  to  the  an£ur  meAods  which  had  got 
abroad  into  the   world,  of  calomniatinf  hi^^  and  cliofe 
who  with  him   had  oppofed  the  cpndiicl  of  Adminiftia^ 
tion.    That  he  ibould  not  noch  rdy  ttpon»  but  would  imt 
a  cafe  for  die  Houfe  to  judge,  that  thef  might  determine  ^riie- 
ther  or  not  tbe^  thonght  it  deonit  to  have  one  of  their  Mcmbera 
charaftera  handled  fevevely,  contraij  to  what,  ho  miift  (ajy  waa 
juft  Sappofe  agreat  magiftrate  of  the  citjs  robed  in  the  cnfigs&a 
of  hia  office,  not  lightly  over  aglaft  of  wine*  or  after  agood  din- 
ner, but  folemnly  and  gravely  in  the  court  with  hia  brother  alder-^ 
men,  Ihould  declare  that  a  Member  of  Parliament!  by  name  Mr. 
Sheridan,  would  be  (cat  to  the  Tower  within  two  montha, 
provided  the  HaUai  Carpus  A&  were  fufpended,  and  (boold 
back  his  aflertion  with  a  bet,  and  fo  confiderable  a  bet  as  one 
hundred  and  twenty  guineas  to  fiz^*-wouId  they  think  that  a 
light  or  trivial  matter  ?  and  vrould  not  Qentlcmen  fuppoTc  that 
fuch  a  magiftrate,  from  his  known  connexion  with  Adminif- 
tration,  had  fome  authority  for  faying  lb  beyond  his  own  ideas 
as  a  private  man  ?  It  would  not  be  orderly  to  name  the  Hon. 
Magiftrate,  but  if  he  was  in  the  Houfe,  he  probably  might 
be  known  by  a  gold  chain  which  he  wore.  iH^n  a  crj  rf 
Name  /  j    No,  there  was  anodier  reafon.    It  was»  aa  a  poet 
fomewhere  fald, 

<*  A  name  that  founds  uncouth  to  Britifli  ean/* 

Notwithftanding  every  fuch  calumny,  m  defiance  of  any 
threats,  and  in  defpite  of  popular  obloquy,  he  ihould  ftill  oon* 
tinue  to  do  what  he  thou^t  his  duty,^  and  would  challenge 
anv  one  to  point  out  any  thing  in  his  condu£k  whidi  could 
pftly  fubjeft  him  to  fuch  an  imputation.  He  concluded  with 
giving  his  hearty  approbation  otthe  original  motion,  as,  in  his 
conception,  it  tended  to  promote  the  true  and  permanent  hap* 
pinefs  of  the  people  of  Great  Briuin. 

ne  Lord MayrrflAndan  faid,  he  conceived  it  ftrange  that 
ihk  matter  Ihould  be  brought  before  the  Houfe,  zt  he  had  re- 
ceived  intbnatton  from  Mr.  Sheridan's  folicitora  (MeC  Wallis 
and  Troward),  that  they  had  orders  to  commence  an  adion 
^inft  him  for  de&mation.  One  tfainv  only  he  Ihould  fay, 
that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  mifinlormed  s  what  he  had 
(aid  was  in  a  good-humoured  way,  as  a  mere  laugh  of  the 
moment,  and  to  a  friend  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  No  man  was  lefs 
given  to  ilander  than  himfclf  i  and  he  folemnly  declared  that 
no  man  detefted  it  more.  His  Lordfliip  difdaimed  all  know« 
ledge  of  any  calumniatory  papers  againft  individuals  \  and  de- 
clared, 
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clared,  tbat  kul  die  Hon.  Gentleman  applied  to  him,  be 
would,  he  trufted,  have  given  him  foch  (ariafaAory  infonna- 
tton  as  would  have  rendewd  any  eomphiot  00  tbe,fiibje£l  to- 
tally  onneceflary. 

Tie  CbmtfMr  rfthe  BatdfefUr  faid,  upon  the  prefent  ooca^ 
fion  it  was  no  part  of  his  intention  to  oecupy  mncti  of  the  time 
of  the  Houfe,  which  it  maft  be  deemed  unneceflary  for  him 
to  do,  when  it  was  confidered  that  they  weK  now  arguing  a 
fubje£l  which  had  given  rife  to  fuch  repeated  difcuflion,  and 
on  wfaidi  fo  many  deoifions  had  already  taken  place.  The 
reafonings  by  whicn  the  affirmative  of  the  ptefent  motion  waa 
fupported,  muft  be  neceflarily  old  in  their  nature,  thought 
from  die  manner  in  which  fome  of  them  had  that  evening 
been  enforced,  they  were  certainly  entitled  to  the  praifeof 
noveky  in  their  application.  He  Kad  heard,  from  the  higheft 
authority  in  that  Houfe,  that  a  fpeech  was  not  out  of  order 
faecaufe  It  was  a  bad  one }  it  was  undoubtedly  right,  therefore^ 
in  the  Speaker  to  abftain  from  calling  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  to  order;  althou^  in  point  dF  fa£t,  the  argument  ot 
moft  of  them,  and  pardcularly  the  laft,  migrht  appear  to  have 
but  little  conneaion  with  the  fubjed  of  the  war,  of  which 
the  mouon  profefled  to  treat,  yet  it  might,  in  the  mind  of 
the  Goitleman  who  delivered  it«  appear  to  bear  fome  relation 
to  the  motion.  On  that  account  alone  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
was  fecure  from  interruptions  though  it  required  all  his  inge* 
nuity,  and  all  his  facili^  in  combining  ideasi  to  demonftrate, 
that  there  was  any  connexion  between  the  plots  and  confpira- 
cies  whofe  exiftence  he  had  been  pleafed  to  ridicule,  and  the 
aueftion  with  regard  to  the  continuance  or  relinquiihment  of 
Uie  prefent  war;  in  order  to  force  that  connexion,  the  Hon* 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  been  compelled  to  proceed 
upon  an  aflumption,  not  only  without  .the  fliadow  of  proof  or 
probability,  but  without  regarding  rhe  obligations  of  propriety^ 
or  even  the  appearance  of  decency.  He  hzA  been  pleafed  to 
attribute  the  confpiracies  which  had  been  lately  difcovered,  to 
the  foul  imaurinations  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  anxious  of 
prolonging  tne  delufion  of  the  country;  language,  which^ 
confidering  the  quarter  from  which  «it  came,  thofe  minifters 
individually  might  not  much  regard ;  but  was  moft  indecorous 
and  diforderly,  when  applied  to  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  on  whofe  Report  the  Legi&ature  had  already 
pafled  one  iblemn  a£l,  and  from  which  another  Report  of 
equal  importance  was  foon  expeAed;  and  cfpecially  when  the 
chara^er  of  the  Gendemen  who  compofed  that  Committee 
was  compared  with  that  of  the  perfon  who  made  fuch  reflec* 
tions. 

I  i  a  Mr. 
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ilfr.  X^ouffenay  called  to  order,  a^od  faid,  that,  ^vtthout  mak* 
ing  any^  remark  on  tli^e  Right  Hon.  Gcntieman's  e^tp^cffions, 
he  would  only  appeal  to  the  Chair,  whether  they  were  not  diJt< 
orderly. 

•  The  Speaker  i)bfenred»  that^  as  it  was  a  general  rule  of  the 
Houfe,  that  all  perfonal  refleftiona  were  diforderly,  the  Hon. 
Member  was  right  in  hi^  correflion  i  though,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  conceived  that  an  apology  was  dUe  from  him  to  the  Houfc, 
for  not  having  interrupted  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheri* 
dan)  who  was  alfo  guilty  of  a  breach  of  order  in  the  exprci^ 
Sons  he  had  made  ufe  of. 

Tie  Chanceii^  of  iUExchtqun  pxo^^eedcAy  and  declared,  b^ 
owed  every  degree  of  deference  to  the  Chair;  and  wsi 
perfe£lly  difpofed  to  make  every-apology  to  the  Speaker,  aTi4 
to  the  Houfe  as  a  body,  for  any  irregularity  into  \^hich  he 
might  have  been  led.  He  muft,  however,  beg  leave  to  fay, 
that  the  language  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  whofejobfervation$ 
be  was  called  upon  to  anfwev,  was  not  within  the  rules  of 
Parliamentary  debate,  or  Parliamentary  decency.  Wherein* 
terrupted,  he  was  about  to  (hew,  that  the  language  of  thq 
Hon.  Gentleman  was  irregular,  inafmuch  as  it  refle^ed  on 
the  proceedings  of  a  Committee^  wbofe  labours  that  Houfq 
bad  made  the  foundation  of  a  W\\U  which  had  received  cher 
affenc  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Legifiature.  He  had,  there^ 
fore,  argued  up()n  his  own  afltiqned  account  of  this  tranfac^ 
tioD,  in  oppofition  not  only  to  the  imagination  of  minifters, 
but  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  to  the  legiflativq 
nuthority  of  the  country/  With  regard  to  the  papers  aUude4 
to  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  muft  declare,  that  he  knew 
poihing  of  fuch  papers;  though  he  was  now  employed  in  tho 
ixamination  of  many  papers  of  a  difi^^iont  complexion,  from 
the  fpccdy  infpeaion  of  whicTithp  Houfe  would  have  another 
ipipporcunity  of  judging,  wliether  his  conjef^utes  or  thofe  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  with  regard  to  the  (late  of  th^ 
country,  were  moft  entitled  to  attention* 

As  to  the  extraneous  fubjefi  of  the  bet,  aUuded  to  by  the 
|]on.  GentlemaUi  he  thought  the  reafoii  aOigned  by  the  wor- 
thy Magiilrate  fyiEcient  for  that  Houfe  to  make  no  further  in^ 
'  quiry  into  that  fubje£k.  '  •     •  . 

There  was,  indeed,  another  view  of  our  internal  fituation, 
which  might  be  taken,tand  in  which  refpe^l  he  was  certainly 
fomewhat  obliged  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  for  introducing  that 
topic  of  difcuffion ;  and  if,  in  confequence  of  examining  the 
fubje£l  furthei'^'ic  (hould  appear  that  there  didexift  a  confpi« 
racy*  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  that  confyirsicy  had  been  fo« 
men  ted  aild  fupported  by  the  Jacobin  party  inj^rance,  dH'a: 
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k:  Dot  fpllpy  i^uut  tUi  Wii9  not  ^  war  in  fupport  qF  anj  pjreeariou^ 
!;!i^  or  fittduating fyftem^of  policy)  prof  ?my  uqcertain  balance  ci 
renc'  powcft  For  any  coinipercial  advantage^  or  any  colonial  or  terri- 
torial aggrandi^en^Djtj  but  for  the  future  independence^  prop> 
^i:  fperity,  and  peaco  of  .Great  Britain,  and  with  her  of  the 
tb  ]V(^hoj|e  European  contiDient,  which  had  been  menaced  by  a 
>  '  tyrannical  anarchy,  without  the  dedruQion  of  whicih,  civil 
::H.  ibcicty  could  not  ciift  in  fccvrity  ?  That  opinion  the  Houfe, 
lt.y:  indeed,  appeared  ,to  have  pretty  uniformly  enteruine^;  and  it 
-ei;  jfeemed  fomewhat  (ingular  they  Ihould  be  called  upon  to 
alter  their  former  f^ntiments,  at  a  period  when  every  day  was 
lirtiJ  prcfcnting  them  with  new  proofs  of  the  juftice  of  their  appre« 
in(i  T  lienrions,  and  the  propriety  of  the  preventive  meafures  which. 
^er,  •:-  h^id  been  adopted..  After  this  preliminary  remark,  which  of 
thtciii!  itfelf  feemed  almoft  to  be  concluGve  on  the  point  before  the 
*  tok  Houfey'.it  would  not  be  requiCte  for  hin)  to  go  at  much  lengtk 
rv:L.  into  the  various  Refoliitions  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
rijiai  man  (Mr.  Fox)  had  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  and  which  led  tB 
^^'c*  two  conclufions  of  very  oppofite  natures,  and  on  the  propri- 
0/  ti:  cty  of  each  of  which  refpeftively  he  would  fay  a  few  words, 
^ed  (d  though  the  whole  motion  feemed  rather  calculated  to  put  upon 
HoA  the  Journals  an  abftra<St  of  the  opinions  entertained  by  Gren* 
J  ibe  tlemen' oppofite,  than  for  any  otlicr  purpofe  that  he  could  dif«- 
rhcTC*  cover.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  fpccified  three  or 
nfac-  four  different  periods  of  tiipe  in  the  progrefs  of  the  French  re- 
ikrsi  Volution  3  and  from  the  varying  conduft  of  miniftcrs  at  thofc 
ai¥9  '];>efiod8|  he  was  defirous:  that  the  inference  fliould  follow,  that 
dcd  their  real  objeds  have  been  changed,  and  that  the  war  had, 
cw  iby  tbofe  changes,  from  a  defenfive  waragaind  par^cuIara£lsof 
be  '^ggreflion,  been  converted  into  a  war  for  the  purpofe  of  fub* 
m  verting  the  enifting  government  of  the  country  we  were  en- 
ZM  gag^d  with.  But  would  it  be  contended,  that  we  were  in  no 
oi  cafe,  and  under  no  circumilances,  to  extend  the  bounds  of 
ic  our  fecurity  beyond  the  precife  grounds  of  aggreilion  which 
firit  OQcafioned  a  rupture  i  and  were  we  in  no  indance,  but  ia 
le  thofe  in  which  we  had  been  already  aggrieved  by  the  evils  at- 
f.  tendant  upon  the  French  revolution,  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
rj,  the  further  extenfion  of  principles  which  were  fought  to  be 
propagated  by  the  fwqrd  over  every  region  of  the  globe  ?  It 
,j  was  certainly  fomewhat  firtgular,  that  the  fame  Houfe  which 
y  bad  thought  it  right  to  break  off  all  communication  of. a  regu- 
^^  lar  nature  with  the  French  republic,  even  io  time  of  peace, 
^  on  account  of  the  enormities  committed  by  its  rulers,  fbould 
now  be  called  upon  to  renew  that  communication,  when  the 
fameftate  was  at  open  and  inveterate  hoftiiity  with  us,  and 
^     '  their  crimes  werebeconaing  daily  more  atrocious. 

'  "0     '  Recur* 
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Recufring  to  the  commeaeeinciit  of  the  wtr»  ibc  RicSit 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  iUted»  that  even  at  the  tune  when  lot 
Majeftj^s  forces  were  augmented,  no  intimation  whatever  had 
been  given,  that  there  was  a  defira  of  interfering  in  the  inter- 
nal gofemment  of  France  i  but  to  far  was  that  aflertion  from 
being  well  founded,  that  the  Hoofe  wonM  fin^  on  toraing 
back  to  his  Majefty^s  mcflage,  fubfeqnent  to  the  event  of  the 
tothof  Augttft  1792}  vxa«onthe  aSthof  Jannarf  1793*  and 
the  addrefles  voted  in  anfwer  thereto,  on  tlieir  Jounuls,  that  it 
was  particuhrlf  ftated,  and  the  peculiar  danger  to  Ennme  was 
fpecified  to  arife  from  inordinate  ambition,  coupled  with  prin- 
ciples  which  tended,  in  their  propagation,  to  fobvcrt  all  cfta- 
bliflied  government;  and  thus  the  general,  asvrell  as  the  par* 
ticular,  wiOiandthirft  of  power,  miich,  when  acquired,  vras 
to  be  emplo]red  for  the  moft  pernicious  ends,  was  ftated  as  the 
danger  againft  which  we  were  to  guard.    Such  had  been  the 
language  held  at  chat  time,  and  immediately  afterwards  war 
<was  declared  by  France ;  and,  in  fupport  of  the  fame  princi* 

Jles,  ^e  continned  to  carry  it  on :  Nay  more,  when  the 
Light  Hon.  Gentleman  brought  forward  a  motion  fimilar  to 
the  prefent,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  he 
had  the  honour  of  ftating  to  the  Houfe,  and  even  of  meeting 
with  his  concurrence  in  that  ftatement^  that  fuch  a  degree  cS 
interference,  as  was  requifite  for  our  own  fafety,  was  all  that 
he  wiOied  for  in  regard  to  the  interior  condition  of  the  roifera- 
Ue  country  in  queftion*  The  motions  of  the  Right  Hon. 
'  Gentlcmai^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer  faid,  went  to 
the  lenffth  of  difclaiming,  at  all  events,  all  interference  in  the 
internal  government  of  a  country  with  which  we  were  at  wari 
a  length  to  which,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  no  country  ever 
went;  for  interference  in  the  internal  government  of  a  coun- 
try might  be  one  of  the  means  of  procuring  peace  i  and  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  ihould  be  the  laft  man  in  the 
world  to  difpu^  this  doOrine,  for  in  the  afiairs  of  Holland 
(omt  years  ago,  he  had  obfcrved,  that  we  fliould  ufe  our  en- 
deavours for  the-eftablifliment  of  a  form  of  government  in  that 
country  the  moft  conducive  to  Britifii  interefts.  This  was 
correft  reafoning  in  all  cafes  of  war,  but  moft  1^  all  in  this 
war,  unlefs  we  were  determined  now  to  make  an  ezceptiim  to 
the  general  principle,  in  favour  of  the  French  and  againft  our- 
felves,  by  defifting,  for  the  firft  time,  from  a  pradice  approved 
by  the  authority  of  ftatefmen,  fau£lioned  by  the  experience  of 
ages,  and  conformable  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  So 
far  from  the  Houfe's  adopting  fuch  an  opinbn  as  that  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  upon  this  occafion,  if  even  a  contrary 
line  of  condu£l  was  cftablifbed,  bewas  wellptrfiiaded,  that, 

under 
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tindcT  focb  circumftances,  tt  would  l>e  deemed  more  proper  to 
break  through  it,  than  to  deviate  from  that  which  we  found  to 
l^e  to  our  advantage. 

The  Ri^ht  Hon.  'Gentleman  had  next  proceeded  to  notice 
ovir  views  bj  the  declaration  of  Lord  Hood  at  Toulon,  and 
from  that  to  the  declaration  of  his  Majefty  to  the  People  of 
France :  Here  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  again  miilaken, 
£or  Lord  Hood  pledged  his  Majefty 's  name  to  no  form  of  go* 
▼ernment  for  France  (  he  only  ofiered  protection  to  the  French 
ss  far  as  he  (hould  be  able  to  extend  it,  they  pledging  tlienn 
Iclves  only  Co  a  monarchical  form  of  TOrernment ;   and  that: 
uras  followed  in  the  monthof  0£kober  by  a  proclamation  from. 
Kis  Majefty^  proflfering  the  fame  protection  and  afliftance  to 
all  thole  Frenchmen  who  Ihould  declare  in  favour  of  hereditary 
monarchy }  and  it  really  muft  require  ingenuity  fuperior  even 
to  tfiat  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  to  difcover  any  dif«« 
cordance  between  chofe  two  tranfa£lions.    The  laft  of  thele 
a^s  of  interference  hacf  taken  place  in  the  month  of  O^iober  i 
and  at  this  time,  when  the  month  of  June  is  arrived,  when 
fupplies  had  been  granted  to  his  Majefty,  when  engagements 
vriui  our  allies  had  been  entered  into,  and  the  operations  of 
the  war  arranged,  the  Right  Hon  Gentleman  thought  it  right 
that  we  (hould  reltnquifli  all  our  treaties,  recede  m>m  all  our 
plans,  and  adopt  an  entire  new  fyftem,  agreeable  to  either  of 
the  alternatives  he  has  been  pleafed  to  point  out.     Gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had,  mdeed,  invdved  them- 
felves  in  perpetual  inconfiftencies,  from  diepnafeflion  of  their 
refdiution  to  fiipport  the  war,  when  contrafted  with  the  oppo- 
fition  they  had  given  to  almoft  every  meafure  which  had  been 
propofed  in  the  oourfe  of  it,  till  it  laft^  on  the  paffing  of  the 
Emigrant  Corps  Bill,  they  at  once  had  avowed  thev  would  no 
longer  take  to  themfelves  the  credit  of  aiding  mealures  which 
diey  always  impugned ;  though  it  was  fomewhat  extraordinary, 
that  one  fingle  ad  ihould  have  given  fo  much  offence,  when  the 
Houfe  had  voted  their  approbation  of  the  general  condud  of  Ad* 
miniftration.    The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  the 
obje&s  of  the  war  were  impra£iicable  i  and,  in  order  to  fup* 
port  that  pofition,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  pleafed' 
to  aflume,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  minifters  to  attempt  to 
conquer  France  (  but  they  difclaimed  any  fuch  deftgn  :   It  was 
not  their  defign  to  conquer,  but  to  fave  her;  to fave  her  from 
the  ruin  aod  difgrace  in  which  (he  had  plunged  herfelf ;  to  re- 
move the  flianieful  conqueft  they  had  made  of  themfelves, 
by  fubmitting  to  be  governed  by  a  lawlefs  banditti;   our 
objc£^  was  to  rcftore  to  them  liberty  and  order,  inftead  of 
anarchy  and  defpair,  and  to  reftore  France  to  the  rank  ihe  oncQ. 

held 
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held  in  the  noniber  of  civilized  nations,  and  in'  the  fcale  of 
boman  fooiety.    The  Right  Hon.  Gentfeman  had  obferved^ 
tbat^  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  two  eampalj^s,  the  govehw 
ment  of  France  was  as  ftrdng  as  erer ;  and  that,  whemer  ce* 
liientcd  bjr  terrcf^  or  any  other  nnsans,  Ittli,  if  k  was  of  fuffi-^^ 
dent  (lability  to  withftand  ovr  exertions  for  Its  fubrtttgation;  it 
y/fotAd  be  dur  wUeft  way  to  terminate  tm  donteft  by  negoeia-' 
tion.    In  one  point  of  view,  it  was  expedient  to  conQder  the 
principles  on  which  that  government  was  founded,  as  from  the 
confid^ration  of  that,  it  would  apfpear,  tirhether  it  were  not 
a  conteft  againft  a  tyranny  which  had  a^lcd  the  facred  name 
df  freedom,  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  ftsambAtioos  a^ttors^ 
SBid  whi<^h,  by  the  threats' of  deftrsftton,  k^pc  sai  unhappy 
jteople  in  unwifHing  obedience. 

The  Hon.  Gentkeman  h:td  depfec^ed  the  Idesf  of  deftfotifig^ 
before  we  had  prepared  another  edifice  in  lieu  t^  that  which 
we  had  pulled  down  ^  but  that  argument  m>f  pofTefled  ail 
appearance  of  validity,  from  being  puflied  to  the  very  eitremff 
of  abftrad  politics;  for  he  wonki  venture  to  aflerf,  without 
the  hazard  of  contradifliofis  that  no  fcheme  of  government- 
which  could  be  fubftituted  in  Iteo  of  the  ppefent  one  of  Fr^neCj 
could  be  (bpemidoos  to  Grtat  Britain  and  'to*  Europe  in  gttit** 
rail  And,  it  was  nof  by  inftituting  a  comparifon  between 
various  forms  of  civil  policy,  under  all  of  which  fome  reganj 
had  always  been  paid  to  the  natural  dictates  of  jaflice  and 
humanity,  and  an  anarchy  which  perverted  rulers  who  wer6 
appointed  for  the  profedion  of  the  many  int4>  inftrum^nts  for 
the  deftruQionr  of  the  wiiole,  that  the  Hon,  Gentleman  can 
hope  to  fuccecd  in  convifncmg  Us  of  the  ptt>priety  of  attempt- 
ing a  pacification.     It  was  faid,  that  it  would  be  impolitic  for 
us  to  proceed  any  further,  even  fuppofing  we  (houkl  fuccee^ 
ii  deftroying  the  prefent  form  of  government  of  France,  iintefs 
we  made  up  our  mind  as  to  the  form  of  government  wc  ftioutd 
wifli  to  eftabliQi.      The    rcverfe    of  this   appeared    to  be' 
true  policy,  for  by  declaring  for  any  particular  form,  we  (houM 
Weaken  the  general  confederacy  againft  theprcfeiU  ;  to  deftro/ 
which,  at  all  events,  was  to  be  done,  even  fuppofing  the  fub- 
lequenC  form  fliould  be  left  to  the  operation  of  chance,  for  any 
change  muft  be  for  the  better.      The  Right 'Hon.  Gentle-* 
man  faid,  we  (bould  aim  at  peace  by  negociation,  and  at  6M6 
difclaim  all  ideas  of  intermeddling  with  the  internal  govern-* 
ment  of  France.    Was  there  any  fecuVity  that  if  we  fhould 
attempt  to  negociate,  they  would  lifteii  to  us  m  any  propofal 
6{  rcafonable  terms  ?  CouM  ^c  fuppofe  that  the  very  m&n 
who  were  fworn  enemies  to  our  conftitution,  who  had  alre.idy 
declared  that  they  would  make  us  depoie  the  iCing  before  they 

i^ould 
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^ould  grant  us  peace  i  that  men  who,  hf  their  prefent  confti- 
tution»  were  declared  traitors  to  it,  if  they  negociated  with  a 
Sovereign-^could  it  be  fuppofed^  he  faid>  that  men  of  this 
defcription  would  ever  agree  to  any  terms  that  might  fuit  the 
dignity  of  this  country  topropofe  ?  And  what  was  the  reward 
of  all  his  enormous  facrifice  of  our  dignity  ?— the  certainty  of 
the  lofs  of  our  allies,  and  the  weakening  of  our  own  efforts^ 
pending  the  negociation.. 

The  Weft  India  iflands  were  faid  to  be  of  no  advanbge  to 
US  if  we  meant  the  deftru£lion  of  the  prefent  French  power. 
With  regard  to  the  importance  of  thofe  iflands  to  this  coun- 
try, as  conftituting  a  proper  bafis  of  negociacion,  he  could  only 
fay,  rather  let  them  be  for  ever  loft  to  this  country,  than  that 
Jacobin  principles  (hould  remain  unfubdued;  as,  on  their  ex- 
termination it  muft  depend,  not  whether  we  (hould  poflefs  the 
Weft  India  iflands,  but  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  itfelf; 
though  he  muft  remark,  that  our  having  obtained  pofleflion  o£ 
them,  would  fumiih  ample  rcfources  to  this  nation  in  the  hour 
of  exigency  ;  and  the  diftrefs  which  their  lofs  muft  have  occa- 
fioned  in  France,  might  have  a  confiderable  tendency  in  awa- 
kening the  infatuated  people  to  a  fenfe  of  the  miferies  of  their 
condition,  and  the  wickednefs  of  their  rulers. 

Laftly,  as  to  the  propriety  of  our  fpecitically  declaring  how 
far  we  intended  to  interfere  in  the  government  of  that  king- 
dom, and  what  particular  clafs  of  its  natives  we  meant  to  fup- 
porc,  he  could  only  £ay,  that  the  extent  of  our  interference 
muft  be  limited  by  the  events  of  the  war  *,  and  that  our  efpoui« 
ing  the  caufe  of  one  particular  clafs  of  Frenchmen,  would  only 
tend  to  prolong  and  embitter  the  diflenfiuns  which  difunited 
them  i  for  thefe  reafons  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid 
he  ihould  vote  for  the  previous  queftion. 

Mr,  Shtridan  fpoke  both  to  order  and  in  explanation.  He  faid| 
no  man  could  be  more  inclined  to  fupport  the  decifion  of  xhm 
Chair  than  he  was,  but  he  conceived  thac  he  had  been  mifui>> 
derftood.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  con^ 
mfktA  of  being  diforderly  by  the  immedi  ite  decifion  of  the 
Chairs  and  in  making  what  he  called  an  apology^  had  zXr 
tempted  to  intimate,  that  he  excepted  the  perlon  to  whqm  it 
was  at  leaft  equally  due  in  common  with  the  reft  of  th^ 
Houfe.  The  apo)ogy  for  being  diforderly,  was  itfelf  a  mini* 
left  breach  of  order.  While  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman^ 
however,  was  apologizing  for  his  paft  behaviour,  Mr.  Sheridan 
allowed  him  moft  readily  to  make  the  diftin£lion,  for  he  fliouid 
have  received  his  apology  with  exa£lly  the  fame  fenfation$  q£ 
contempt  with  which  he  had  heard  the  provocation  from  him 
without  it.    He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  tQ.  bow  ta  the  au^ 
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diority  of  the  Chair»  but  in  his  cafe  the  Speaker  had  not  called 
bim  to  order  at  that  time.  It  was  the  right  of  every  Member 
to  ftate  his  own  conception  of  order,  as  well  as  the  Speadcer. 
He  had  fatd,  that  the  confpiracy  originated  in  the  foul  ima- 
gination of  his  Majcfty's  miniflers,  and  he  muft  perfift  in  fay- 
ing that  he  felt  no  difpofition  whatever  to  retra£k  one  fyllable 
of  that  aflertion  ;  fo  far  from  it,  he  would  repeat  his  words^ 
and  his  convi£lion,  that  thefe  plots  and  confpiracies  had  ori- 
ginated in  the  foul  imagination  o^  his  Majefty's  minifters  ; 
and  he  muft  infift,  that  fpeaking  of  them  as  minifters,  and  not 
as  individuals,  or  Members  of  that  Houfe,  that  language  was 
regular  and  in  order*  Whether  the  founds  were  as  mufical  as 
the  minifters  would  be  pleafed  with  hearing,  was  another  quef^ 
tion :  They  certainly  were  ftriftly  Parliamentary }  and  if  it 
was  ever  eftabliihed  otherwife,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all 
plainnefs  of  fpeech  and  freedom  of  debate.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  fay,  that  the  Speaker  would  not 
interrupt  a  fpeech  becaufe  it  was  bad  or  abfurd :  Thete  again 
the  Speaker  fliould  have  called  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to 
order  \  for  it  was  well  known  that  the  Speaker,  in  his  official 
capacity)  could  not  tell  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  that  his 
fpeech  was  not  diforderly,  but  bad  and  abfurd.  The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  hinted  that  a  reflexion  had  been  caft  on 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  and,  with  a  cautious  magnanimity, 
he  contrived  to  place  himfelf  in  the  centre  of  thefe  twenty 
Gentlemen,  for  the  purpofe  of  applying  to  them  all  what  was 
iittended  to  apply  to  himfelf.  That  however  was  a  grofs  mif- 
reprefentation,for  he  had  made  no  reflexion  on  the  Commit- 
tee :  And  he  begged  leave  to  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  no  arro- 
fant  ms^ndate  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fliould  deter  him 
rom  delivering  his  fentiments  freely.  He  had  faid  that  the 
Committee  were  mifled;  that  he  underftood  another  Report 
^ivas  to  come  forth  \  and  if  that  Report  fliould  contain  matter 
to  criminate  individuals,  he  fliould  wifli  to  fee  them  punifted, 
-if  guiity>  and  he  fliould  then  be  ready  to  rctraA  his  opinion  $ 
tiut  the  Report,  to  produce  that  convi£^ion|  muft  be  made  of 
very  different  materials  from  the  other. 

With  refpe£l  to  the  weight  of  charaAer  in  that  Houfe,  and 
an  allufion  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  nothing  which 
fell  from  certain  perfons  could  give  him  pain,  he  could  only 
fay,  that  when  the  minifter,  or  any  other  man,  fliould  tax  him, 
in  or  out  of  that  Houfe,  with  a  (ingle  a£bion  which  he  feared 
to  meet  or  vindicate,  he  would  allow  him,  without  rebuke,  to 
deal  in  fuch  infinuations,  which,  by  the  way,  he  had  indifcri- 
minately  applied,  at  one  time,  to  all  who  oppofed  his  views. 
He  left  the  Houfe  to  judge  of  the  manlinefe  of  a  perfon  who 
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fiieltered  bimfelf  in  the  Oiade  of  his  (ituation.  He  (hould  take 
no  further  notice  then  of  this  part  of  the  conduft  of  the  mi* 
niiler:  He  dealt  in  infinuations  which,  but  for  his  (ituation^ 
te  durft  not  rpake.  Ou  fuch  a  conduft  he  fhould  offer  no 
commenti  becaufe  there  were  exprcffions  of  fcorn  and  difdain 
which  he  knev¥  the  orders  of  the  Houfc  would  not  permit  him 
to  ufe. 

Tlfe  S^^fli^rexplaincd  the  point  of  order. 

Mr,  Fax  then  proceeded  to  reply.  He  allowed  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  all  poflible  advantage  of 
talents :  With  many  of  them  he  had  long  been  intimate,  and, 
until  lately,  had  agreed  in  political  opinion :  Bat  the  differ- 
€nces  which  had  happened  did  not  diminifh  his  efteem  foi? 
many  of  them.  Although  he  faid  this  much  of  thefe  Gentle- 
men, yet  he  mud  alfo  fay,  that  not  one  of  .them,  not  one  in 
that  Houfe,  or  out  of  it,  that  he  knew,  who,  for  talents  and 
abilities,  for  perfeverance,  for  political  confiftency,  ardour  for 
public  principle  and  attachment  to  the  public  welfare,  for 
every  quality  that  was  honourable  to  himfelf  and  ufeful  to  the 

Sublic,  had  any  fuperiority  over  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sheri- 
an),  and  therefore  he  hoped,  that  if  Gentlemen  were  deter- 
mined to  be  perfonal,  they  would  underftand  the  queftion  in 
that  refpeft.  With  regard  to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe, 
the  minifter  had  blencfed  two  things  efTentially  diftind ;  the 
medium  by  which  we  were  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  the  oi^jrSi 
for  which  it  was  carried  on  •,  and  here  he  muft  fay,  that  it 
was  not  originally  exprefTcd  to  be  the  objeft  of  our  Executive 
Government ;  it  had  never  been  exprelTed  to  be  the  objeft  of 
that  Houfe  5  it  never  ought  to  be  the  obje£i  of  the  country,  to 
carry  on  the  war  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  government  for 
Trance.  Surely,  if  there  was  any  diftin£lion  to  be  marked  by 
words,  means  were  one  thing,  the  objeft  another.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  infifted  that  he  had  corffounded  the 
idea  of  the  alteration  of  the  government  of  France  with  the 
conqueft  of  France,  and  that,  in  reality,  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  France  were  againft  the  prefent  Government :  Mr. 
Fox  faid,  he  would  not  infult  the  good  fenfcof  the  Houfe  by 
feeming  to  agree  to  that  pofition.  How  ftood  the  f.icls  as  op- 
j)ofed  to  the  bare  afTcrtion  of  the  minifter  ?  Look  at  the  expe 
dition  of  the  Earl  of  Moira  (a  noblem;m  whom  he  mentioned 
but  to  honour),  an  expedition  not  planned  in  fccrer,  and  over- 
turned by  ftratagem,  but  an  expedition  publicly  announced, 
and  for  fix  months  endenvourcd  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
by  affording  to  this  mighty  majority  of  the  French  an  oppor- 
tunity of  joining  us,  for  the  purpDfe  of  dcflroyirsj  a  form  of 
Government  of  which  they  were  faid  to  be  To  tued. 

Kk  2  If 


S5S  WOODFAXX*&  PAELIAMENTARY  RSPOJtTt.       [Oouxmiw^ 

If  he  were,  after  this,  to  fay  that  the  great  majority  of  tho 
people  of  France  were  defirous  of  joining  us  to  deftroy  their 

E relent  Government,  he  fliould  afterwards  be  aOiamed  to  fhew 
is  face  any  where  in  Europe.  The  French  were  not  now  de* 
firous  %{  deftroying  their  republic.  Had  they  ever  been  fo  ? 
What  was  the  cafe  at  the  defcrtion  of  Dumourier  ?  He  aban- 
doned the  caufc  of  the  French  republic.  How  many  followed 
him  ?  A  few  oiBcers  and  domefttcs.  We  took  Valenciennes. 
How  many  repaired  to  our  ftandard  in  confequence  ?  We 
took  pofleflion  of  Toulon  by  tlie  agreement  of  fome  of  the  in-* 
habitants.  We  erefted  there  a  ftandard  of  royalty.  How  many 
Frenchmen  came  to  it  ?  A  declaration  was  made  in  favour  of 
royalty,  and  the  French  were  called  upon  to  (hake  off  their 
fanguinary  tyrants,  and  we  would  prote£^  them.  How  many 
Frenchmen  flocked  to  us  ft)r  that  proteftion  i  Were  we  not 
compelled  to  fly,  and  abandon  the  town  and  its  inhabitants  to 
the  fury  of  their  enemies?  To  all  tliefc  fa£ls  the  miniftcr  was 
to  oppofc  a  fpccuUition  of  his  own,  to  prove  that  the  majority 
of  the  French  were  hoftile  to  the  prefcnt  Government.  No, 
no ;  whatever  the  French  might  think  of  their  Government, 
they  would  never  join  the  allies  to  alter  it ;  they  liad  too  clear 
a  fpecimen  of  Pruffian,  and  Ruflian,  and  Auftrian  integrity,  to 
remain  doubtful  of  its  nature ;  they  faw  by  the  partition  of 
Poland,  that  when  the  allies  profeflcd  to  protc£b,  their  objeft 
was  to  plunder.  It  was  faid  to  be  extraordinary,  that  Gentle- 
men (hould  both  oppofe  and  fupport  the  war.  Ho  was  one  of 
thofe  who  did  fo  ;  let  the  ridicule  attach  to  him,  if  there  could 
be  any.  He  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  perfuadcthc  people 
of  thi«  country  to  demand  peace  ;  but  if  a  headftrong,  raih, 
ignorant,  or  haughty  minifler  fhould  plunge  us  into  a  war, 
then  wc  muft  do  the  beft  in  our  power  to  get  out  of  it ;  and, 
to  keep  up  our  rcfpeftability  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  fupplies 
muft  be  granted.  He  would  not  confent  to  ruin  his  country, 
becaufe  a  miniftcr  had  been  either  weak  or  wicked  enough  to 
involve  ua  in  a  great  difiiculty.  That  was  called  fupporting 
and  oppofjng  the  war ;  nor  was  it  new  to  him  either  in  prac- 
tice or  in  accufation  :  He  did  the  fame  thing  in  the  American, 
war,  after  the  French  had  joined  in  it.  He  could  not  confent 
to  receive  laws  from  the  French  j  and  he  believed  they  would 
be  as  unwilling  to  receive  laws  from  us  :  That  was  a  diftinc- 
tion  which  every  man  could  underftand,  who  gave  himfelf  the 
trouble  to  comprehend  what  he  heard.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentlcrnan  had  (aid  much  on  the  impropriety  of  retracing  any 
of  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe ;  had  that  Houfc  forgotten 
>vhat  he  faid  about  OczakofF,  how  he  infifted  on  arming  againft 
Ruflla  ^  And  yet,  when  he  found  that  perfifting  in  his  propo- 
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lition  woi|ld  endanger  his  (ituation,  it  was  found  that  no  le- 
tra£lton  was  too  ftrong  for  him«  no  apology  too  mean,  nothing 
that  he  would  not  do  to  oblige  the  Emprefs  of  Kuflia :  She 
liad  but  to  propofe  her  terms,  and  he  was  her  humble  fcnrant: 
'fhc  pill  (he  offered  to  the  minifter  was  pretty  bitter,  and  the 
manner  it  was  adminiftered  prettv  coarfe,  but  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  fwallowed  it.  Why  r  Becaufe  he  muft  cither  do 
fo,  or  be  in  danger  of  lofing  his  place ;  for  at  that  tin\e  the 
eyes  of  the  people  were  opened  to  the  madnefs  of  his  fcheme. 
As  on  that  occafion  there  was  no  fubmifiion  too  low,  fo  on 
this  there  is  no  aflumption  too  high  for  him.  Let  but  the 
fame  reafon  occjir,  and,  after  all  his  arrogance,  after  all  his 
haughtinefs-  and  pride,  he  would  mod  obfequioufly  a(k  pardon. 
As  to  the  general  argument,  that  the  Houfe  had  already  di- 
vided on  many  points  which  were  now  brought  forward,  it 
was  an  anfwer  that  might  be  made  to  cover  any  error,  how« 
ever  enormous ;  it  was  an  anfwer  which  he  had  continually 
Received  during  the  American  war,  and  which  he  as  continu* 
ally  had  defpifed:  It  was  a  mode  of  anfwering,  however, 
which  had  cod  this  country  above  one  hundred  millions  of 
jnon^v,and  many,  many  thoufands  of  men ;  it  was  by  this  fort 
of  obftinacy  in  minifters,  and  implicit  confidence  in  the  Houfe, 
that  this  country  might  be  ruined.  Thofe  topics  were  reforted 
t09  and  that  fyftem  adopted,  by  many  of  the  fame  men  in  this 
and  in  that  war }  and  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  might, 
perhaps,  be  more  calamitous  to  this  country  than  the  concilia 
fion  of  that  war  had  been. 

The  minifter  had  faid  a  great  deal  on  what  was  due  to  our 
dignity,  and  jhat  we  could  not  negociate  with  the  prefent 
rulers  of  France  without  difgracing  ourfelves.  Had  he  for- 
gotten that  he  himfelf  ncgociated  with  M.  Chauvelin,  the  mn 
nifter  of  thefe  very  Jacobins  ?  and  that  Lord.  Auckland  nego- 
ciated  with  Dunjourier,  the  then  agent  of  thefe  very  pcrfons  ? 
The  minifter,  on  all  occafions,  dwelt  much  upon  danger  at 
home.  The  Houfe  he  feared  would  be  often  called  upon  to 
attend  to  that  fubje£^.  When  the  militia  was  called  out  con- 
trary to  law,  infurreftions  were  alledgcd  as  the  pretext ;  but 
the  minifter  was  ijnable  to  produce  a  fingle  inftance  of  any  fet 
of  individuals  having  gone  any  length  that  was  alarming  to 
.the  conftiti^tion.  It  had  happened,  however,  that,  as  far  as 
the  war  had  proceeded,  Jacobins  had  increafed  in.  number  in 
Germany  and  in  Italy.  War,  therefore,  had  not  hitherto 
tended  to  their  extermination.  He  (hould  not  then  touch  any 
further  upon  that  fubjedl,  he  had  formed  a  very  ftrong  opinion 
upon  it,  and  he  ihould  be  ready  to  deliver  it  when  proper  oc- 
cafion offered. 

p« 
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He  meant  not,  Mr.  Fox  continaed^  to  hare  faid  anj  tiling 
upon  the  alarm  that  had  gone  forth  in  this  country,  nor  an 
the  means  made  ulc  of  to  increafe  it ;  whenever  the  day 
came,  he  ihould  be  ready  alfo  upon  that  point.  He  could  not 
dilmifs  the  fuHjca  for  the  prefent,  however,  without  obferrine, 
that  an  alarm  had  been  fpread  over  this  countrv,  and  a  falie 
one>  for  political  purpoles,  and  thofe  the  mod  unfair ;  the 
charge  of  c^^^fpiracy  had  been  moft  foully  exhibited  againft  ' 
imoccnt  persons.  He  knew  how  Mr.  Walker  was  indided 
for  a  confpirary :  That  charge  uas  infamouily  falCe ;  it 
was  fupported  by  nothing  but  the  moft  grofs  and  difgufting 
perjury  ;  and  the  Jury,  againft  whom  no  complaint  of  attach- 
ment  toj^cobinilm  was  or  could  be  exhibited,  unanimoufly 

favc  a  vcrdifk  of  N  jt  guilty.  That  profecution  was  forwarded 
y  whom  ?  He  had  feen  hand-bills  upon  that  and  Gmilar  fub- 
{'cds ;  he  would  not  fay  they  were  propagated  by  miniftenf 
lut  he  knew  it  to  be  by  men  not  unconnected  with  minifters : 
The  fame  trouble  had  been  tiken,  and  by  the  fame  men,  in 
this,  as  in  the  running  down  of  Paine's  book  :  That  he  coo-  j 
fid  red  as  a  ftrong  circumftance  of  fufpicion,  as  to  who  were  ) 
the  parties  in  thefcfoul  deeds,  and  what  were  the  views  to  be 
anfww-red  by  them.  The  mituftcr  talked  of  fufpicious  per- 
fons  :  H-;  begged  leive  to  lay  himfelf  open  to  the  fufpicion 
ariiing  from  what  he  had  juft  faid.  No  man  who  thought  of 
him  with  common  candour  and  fairnefs,  would  think  that  he 
had  wifhes  hoftile  to  the  conftituiion  of  this  country :  Honeft 
men  would  think  w-ll  of  him  ;  from  men  of  another  dcfcrip- 
tion,  he  knew  he  fh^uld  meet  with  mifrcprefentation  and  flan- 
der.  It  was  a  misfortune  he  muft  fubmit  to  *,  he,  therefore,  ia 
fpite  of  popular  clamour,  would  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
becaufe  it  was  his  opinion,  that  there  was  that  day  great  caufe 
for  alarm  in  this  country;  but  the  danger  was  not  to  be  appre- 
hended from  low  and  i  neon  fid  cr  able  perfons,  who  had  read 
Painc's  book,  and  who,  perhaps,  might  not  underftand  it,  but 
from  thofe  who  made  the  weak,  inftruments  in  the  hands  of 
the  wicked,  whofe  purpofc  was  that  of  deftroying  the  faircft, 
the  moft  beautiful,  the  moft  ornamental,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  foundeft  and  beft  part  of  the  conftitution  of  England,  and 
fubftituttng  the  will  of  theexecutive  authority,  for  which  purpofe 
;  it  became  neceflary  to  fufpend  the  authority  of  our  bcft  laws, 

i  which  were  framed' for  the  fafety  of  the  fubjeS.    That  there 

\  was  in  this  country,  at  this  day,  a  party  who  thought  the  pre- 

l  fent  a  good  opportunity  to  try  to  efFecl  their  purpofe,  and  to 

'  defeat  all  the  principles  of  Government   that  were  popular  at 

!  the  acceflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  who  wiflicd  to  efta^ 

I  blifli  in  this  country  the  dcfpotifm  of  fome  of  the  word  go- 

veronienta 
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vcrntncnts  of  the  continent,  by  whicli  all  the  freedom  of  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  and  the  bleflinffs  we  had  enjoyed 
under  it«  were  to  be  done  away  for  ever :  H.:  knew  there  was 
fuch  a  party  in  this  country ;  they  were  zCtivCf  and  not  with- 
out hopes  of  fuccefis ;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  tell  that  to  the 
Public,  that  they  might  fee  their  danger,  know  from  whence  it 
came,  and  prevent  it  if  they  pleafed.  That  was  the  fame 
party  that  was  triumphant  all  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft : 
They  had  had  many  appellations.  By  fome  they  had  been 
called  Jacobites,  by  fome  High  Churchmen,  by  lomc  Tories. 
He  knew  them  to  be  enemies  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  country :  That  ought  to  excite  the  alarm  of  the 
people.  He  had  done  his  duty  in  telling  the  Public  fo,  for 
which  he  was  fure  he  (hould  receive  the  approbation  of  his 
confcience  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life. 

The  Houfe  then  divided ;  when  there  appeared, 
For  thi  Previous  ^uifiion  208 

AgainftH  -  -  55 

Majority      153 
Adjourned. 

Lift  of  the  Minority  who  voted  for  Mr.  Fox's  Refblntiom* 

Anfon,  ThomaB  Milner,  Sir  W. 

Aubrey*  Sir  J»ba  Mdhanke,  RalfA 

Antonie,  Lee  Milnen,  R.  S. 

Baring,  Sir  Fnincit  Nortli,  Dudley 

Bouverie,  Edward  Pierfe,  Henry 

Burch,  T.  R.  Plumer,  WiJliam 

Byng,  George  Powtett,  Pu\tlett 

Clayton,  Sir  Robsrt  Rawdon,  Hon.  John 

Courtenay,  John  RuflTcll,  Lord  William 

Church,  J.  B.  Sheridan,  R.  B. 

Crewe,  John  Shaw,  Cunlifie 

Curwen,  J.  C.  Smith,  William 

EHkiae,  Hon.  Tfaot •  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

Featherftone,  Sir  Henry  8r.  John,  St.  Andrew 

Fitzpatrick,  General  Sturr,  Charles 

Fletcher,  Sir  H.  Ta>lor,  M.  A. 

Fox,  C.J.  Tarieton,  Colonel 

Francis,  Philip  Tbompfon  Thomat 

Harrifon,  John  Townlheiid,  Lord  Jobn 

Harcourt,  John  Vyncr,  Robert 

Honeyweod,  Filmcf  Walwyn,  James 

Howard,  Henry  Weftem,  C.  C. 

HuflTcy,  William  Whitbread,  Sang.  Jimfc 

Jcfcyil,  Jofeph  Whitmorr,  John 

Jervoife,  C.  J.  Winnington,Sir£d« 

Ludlow,  Earl  Wilbniham,  R. 

Long,  Samuel    «  Wfattton;  Jolni* 
Maitland»  Hon.  T. 

TStLlRs. 

I»afflbtoa,  W.  Henry  Grey»  Charlet 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  June  2. 

GIBSON  AND  JOHNSON'S  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE. 

The  Judges  delivered  their  opinion /^rui//iii.  There  were  fir 
for  reverfing  the  decree  of  the  courts  below,  and  fix  for  affirm- 
ing. The  cafttng  vote  lay  with  the  Chancellor,  and  he  decided 
for  affirming  the  decree.  This  buCnefs,  which  has  fo  long 
occupied  all  the  learning  of  the  law  courts,  is  therefore  at  laft 
finally  decided.  Lord  Kenyon  and  Lord  Thurlow  were  of 
diflferent  opinions :  The  former  was  for  affirming,  the  latter 
againft  it. 

Several  Bills  were  brought  from  the  G)mmonSj  and  read.** 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  June  2* 

Lord  John  Cavendi/b  and  Lord  Maiden  took  the  oaths  and 
their  feats;  the  firft  for  Derbyfliire,  and  the  laft  for  the  county 
of  Hereford. 

Meflage  from  the  Lords,  that  thev  had  agreed  to  feveral 
Bills  fent  tliem  by  the  Commons,  witnout  any  amendment.— » 
Adjourned. 

■ 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  June  3. 

STATUTE  LABOUR  BILL. 

On  the  Bill  being  read  a  third  time. 

Earl  Stanhope  obje£led  to  the  power  which  it  gave  to  juftices 
of  the  peace  (  which  power  he  called  an  arbitrary  one,  inaf- 
much  as  it  allowed  the  magiftrate  to  (hew  that  lenity  to  one 
man,  which  he  might  deny  to  another ;  and  therefore  ne  (hould 
move  an  amendment  to  alter  that  part  of  the  Bill. 

A  (hort  converfation  enfued,  in  which  the  truth  of  that  afler- 
tion  of  Earl  Stanhope  W2S  denied  by  Earl  Spencer,  Lord  Auck^ 
landf  and  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Earl  Stanhope,  notwithftanding,  infilled  on  his  motion  being 
put,  which,  with  feveral  other  amendments  by  the  fame  Noble 
Lord,  were  all  negatived  without  a  divifion,  and  the  Bill  pafied| 
and  was  ordered  tp  the  CoBimooi.-*A<^oiurncd« 

BOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  June  3. 

The  Houfe  took  into  confideratton  the  amendments  mado 
by  the  Lords  to  the  Briftol  Church  Bill,  and  the  fame  being 
f cad|  were  agreed  to.—  Adjourned.  ' 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

•    Thursday,  June  j. 

The  Duhe  of  Clarence  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Weft 
India  Merchants,  praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  ^ 
cbttfe  in  the  Slave  Carrying  Bill  \  which  was  agreed  to  \  and 
counfel  were  called  in  and  heard  againft  the  faid  claufe  in  the 
Compiittee.  A  long  converfation  then  enfucd  between  the 
Z^rd  Chancellory  the  Duke  of  Clarence^  the  Earl  pf  Mansfield-^ 
Lord  Auckland^  and  the  B'tfbop  of  Rochejlcr^  2Xi^  an  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  purporting,  that  in  cafes  of  aggreffion  of  the 
mafters  of  the  fliips,  their  owners  (hould  not  be  entitled  to 
recover  th^ir  ipfurance  if  Iqfs  enfued.—* Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  June  5. 

Received  a  M^age  from  the  Lords,  that  they  wouid  pro* 
cced  further  in  the  Trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  on  Satur- 
day the  7th. 

After  which,  as  there  were  but  14  Members  prefent,  they 
ncceflarily  feparated. 


HOUSE  OF  LOJIDS. 
Friday,  June  6. 

FRENCH  PROPBRTV  BILL, 

The  French  Property  Bill  was  read  a  third  time*  and  pafled. 

Earl  Hardv^icke  prefented  a  petition  from  Mr-  Haflings  to 
the. Lords,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  That  it  is  with  the  greateft  rtlu£lance  and  concern  that 
your  Petitioner  feels  himfelf  obliged  once  more  to  adJrcfs 
your  Lordfhips  on  the  fubjeft  of  this  long-depending  trial. 

*<  YourPetitioner  begs  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordfhips, 
.fiis  well-founded  apprehenfions,  excited  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  general  reply  on  the  pirt  of  the  Managers  is  now 
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evidently  condu£bed,  that  fuch  reply  is  meant  to  be  extended 
beyond  the  probable  limits  of  the  prefent  feflions  of  Parliaf- 
ment. 

«  Tour  Petitioner  hopes  be  may  be  allowed  to  bring,  to 
your  Lordfliips'  recoUe&ion,  that  the  reply  was  at  the  inftancc 
of  the  Managers  ad|)Ottrned  over  from  the  hft  year,  under  the 
afiuranee  of  an  accelerated  and  early  terminacipo  of  it,  and  that 
the  whole  of  the  prefent  feflions,  except  a  fmall  interruption  oc- 
cs^oned  by  the  examination  of  the  Marquis  Comwallisy  has 
been  employed  by  the  Hon.  Managers.  Notwithftanding 
(hat,  your  Petitioner  has,  for  the  purpofe  of  difpatch,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  facrifices  made  for  a  fimilar  purpofe  in  the  laft  year^ 
waved  his  right  to  obferve  by  his  counlel  on  the  new  evidence 
adduced  in  reply. 

^  Your  Petitioner  begs  leave  s^ain  to  fuggeft  toyour  Lordihips 
the  unexampled  duration  of  his  trial,  the  indennite  period  to 
which  it  may  be  dill  further  protra Aed,  and  the  extreme  vex- 
ation and  injury  to  which  he  would  be  fubie^ied,  if  the  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  his  profecutors  (hould  be  fuffered  to  have 
effcd. 

^  He  implores,  therefore,  of  your  Lordfliips'  humanity  and 
juftice,  that  fuch  mea Aires  may  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  your 
Lord(hips,  as  may  afiure  to  your  Petitioner  the  fpeedy  termi- 
nation of  this  painful  and  unparalleled  proceeding  \  and  fur- 
ther, if  need  fliould  be,  that  your  Lordfliips  will  gracioufly 
condefcend,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  wifdom  and  dignity  of 
your  Lordfliips  may  feem  meet,  to  become  fuitors.  to  his  Ma* 
jefty's  goodnefs  in  his  behalf,  Uiat  the  prefent  feflions  of  P^- 
liamcnt  may  be  permitted  to  continue  till  the  reply  on  the  part 
of  the  Hon.  Managers  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliall  be  fully 
and  finally  clofed. 

Wefimitifier-ball^        (Signed)     Warren  Hastings.*" 

5/A>ii^  1794. 

Adjourned, 

■  • 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Jum  6. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEfi. 
^hi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  the  fccond  part  of 
the  Report  of  theoecret  Committee  *.  It  was  then  moved,  and 
agreed  to,  '*  That  the  Report  be  received  y  that  it  do  lie  on 
^  the  ta^Ie ;  that  copies  thereof  be  printed  i  and  that  it  be 
"  taken  into  oonfideration  on  Friday  the  13th. — Adjoumcd^ 

*  Fbrtbe  printed  copy  of  Ms  Second  Keport»  fee  the  AppexMiix  to  tt'S 
volume,  P.  33* 

•      HOUS£ 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS-  , 
Saturday,  June  7. 

Lard  Privy  Seal  (the  Marquis  of  Stafibrd)  brought  up  the 
Second  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  ♦.  The  title  being 
Tead,  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  moved  that  the  Report  be  printed. 
Carried  nem.  con. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturdat,  Junef. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  the  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  the  Report 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday  the  13th. 

Agreed  to  the  Lords'  amendments  in  the  Highways  Statute* 
Labour  Bill. 

Rucker's  Naturalization  Bill  was  brought  from  the  Lords, 
and  read  a  iirft  time. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Wednesday,  ^j//ff  II. 

The  Royal  Aflent  was  given  by  commiffion  to  a  number  of 
public  and  private  Bills  \  amon^  the  former  was  the  Bill  for 
the  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors.  The  commiflioners  were  the 
Liord  Chancellor^  Marquis  of  Stafford^  and  Archhifhop  ofCanter^ 
hury. 

Lard  Grenville  gave  notice  that  he  ihould,  on  Friday  the 
13th,  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Earl  Howe,  for  his  late  glori- 
ous vidoryf  over  the  French.    His  Lordihip  alfo  faid,  that 

the 

*  See  the  Appendix  tothityolnmey  p.  aoi. 

f  As  the  engagement  which  ended  in  this  viAory  was  one  of  the 
moft  dofe-fboght  and  bloody  a£liont,  the  moft  hrilliant  and  fjplcndid  in 
its  conduA  and  confequerces  to  tlie  Consmander  in  Cbtef,  the  officers,  and 
leamen,  as  weil  as  the. moll  cflfential  141  point  of  advanca^  to  the  country, 
that  ever  dignified  the  page  of  our  naval  hrftojy>  we  thmic  it  ncceflary  to 
fobjoin  Lord  Howe^s  firft  account  of  it,  as'  commnnicarcd  to  the  Public  in 
the  London  Gazitti  Ext  kaordi  nary  of  June  loth,  1794: 

«'  Sir, 
*'  Thinking  it  may  not  be  ncceflary  to  make  a  more  particular  report  of 
my  proceedings  with  the  fleeti  for  the  prel'ent  information  of  the  Lords  Com- 

L  I  %  mifnoncrs 
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the  Second  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  ihould  be  takea 
into  conCderation  on  the  fame  day. 

Thi 

miiConers  of  the  Adtolralty*  I  confine  my  communications  chieiW>  In  th^'s 
di/patch,  to  the  occurrences  when  in  prefence  of  the  enemy  yelterday. 

**  Finding,  oh  my  return  off  Breft  on  the  i9tb  paft,  that  the  French  fleet 
hady  a  few  days  before,  put  to  fea  }  and  rectiving,  on  the  fame  cvtn-ng, 
advicet  from  Rear- Admiral  Montague,  I  deciticd  it  reoutfiie  to  endeavour 
to  form  a  junction  with  the  Rear- Admiral  a^  loon  as  pcfnbtc,  and  p'-occcded 
immediately  for  the  flaiion  on  which  he  meant  to  wait  ibr  the  return  of  the 
Venus. 

<<  But,  having  gained  very  credible  intelligence^  on  the  lift  of  the  fame 
month,  whereby  I  had  reafon  to  fiippbfc  the  Fi-ench  fleet  was  then  hut  a  few 
leagues  farther  to  the  weftward,  the  c  our  ft  before  ileerrd  was  altered  ac- 
cordingly. 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  aSih  the  enemy  were  difcovcred  far  to  windwardi 
and  partial  anions  were  engaged  with  th^:n  that  evening  and  the  next 

day* 

"  The  we^her-gage  having  been  obtained,  in  the  progrcfs  of  the  kft- 
tnentioned  day,  and  the  fleet  being  in  a  fuuition  for  bringing  the  eoemy  to 
clofeaftion  the  ill  inllant,  the  fhips  bore  up  together  for  that  purpofe,  be-^ 
tween  fcvtn  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  momingi. 

**  The  French,  their  force  confilting  of  iwenty-fix  (hips  of  the  line,  op* 
pofed  to  his  Majrlty's  fleet  of  twenty  file  (the  Audacious  having  parted 
company  with  tlie  ftcmmoft  fh'p  cf  the  encn)y'$  line,  captuied  in  the  night 
of  the  zSth)  waited  for  the  adion,  and  fuiiaiucd  the  attack  with  their  aiT- 
tomary  rcfolution. 

"  In  Itfs  than  an  hour  after  the  clofe  aftion  commenced  in  the  centre,  the 
Ficnch  Admiiil,  tri^;agcd  by  the  Q«etn  Clurlotte,  crowded  off,  and  was 
followed  by  molt  of  the  fliips  of  his  vim  in  cord  ton  to  cairy  fail  after  hip^ 
Jeaving  wita  u«  about  ten  or  twelve  of  his  crippKtl  or  totally  difmailed  ihipSf 
exc  ill  five  of  one  Ibnk  in  the  engagcnunr.  The  Qyeen  Charlotte  had  then  toft 
hei'  forctopmalt,  and  i\\t  mam  topni.-.lt  fell  over  tliC  h«le  very  foon  after, 

*«  The  grcattr  r^imber  of  the  oihcr  fl.ips  of  the  B»itifh  fltet  were,  at  this 
time,  fo  much  tlifibled  or  wi<lely  fepaiatcvf,  and  un-J.r  fuch  ciicuinftances 
withrefpe^l  to  th(ile  Ihips  of  the  enemy  in  a  (late  for  a^^ion,  and  with  which 
the  firing  was  lliil  contmucd,  that  two  Or  three  even  of  their  difinantled 
fliips,  attempting  to  get  avkny  under  a  fpr.tiail  fingly,  or  fmaller  fail  raifed 
ton  the  (tump  of  the  foiemaft,  could  not  bcdcta-ncj.. 

**  Seven  remamu!  in  oin  pciItHlun,  dhe  of  which,  however,  funk  befoie 
the  adequate  afliltance  could  be  given  to  her  crew  j  but  many  wcj-e  faverf. 

**  The  Brunfwick,  Invirtj  Km!  htr  mixtn  mall  in  t!ic  u6^ion,  anddiifted 
to  leeward  of  the  French  rtti-entiivj,  fli-ps,  wa<  ohliiccd  to  put  away  large 
to  the  northward  of  them.  Not  lecmg  her  chrutd  by  the  enemy,  in  that 
predicament,  I  I'iatter  myu  If  frc  m:.  v  arrive  in  fafeiy  at  Plymouth.  All  the 
other  twcnty-fciir  ftiips  of  his  M  ijifty's  fleet  re-:  fumbled  later  in  the  day  J 
and  1  am  piep;4rii  g  to  retail  n  with  t..cm,  as  focn  as  the  captured  fliips  of 
the  enemy  art  li-ciiicd,  for  i^}';i{ii3(l. 

"  The  mateiii.l  irjury  to  L'.s  Maitflv's  fliip?,  I  nnderftard,  is  confined 
principally  to  their  malls  and  yari.s,  wljica  1  conclude  will  be  fpcedily  re* 
placed. 

.*•  1  nave  not  been  yet  able  to  coHi^l  regular  3ccoun*s  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  In  the  jl.fFtTent  fliip'?.  Captain  Moi-.tajiuc  ij»  :he  only  oincer  of  his 
lank  who  k\\  in  the  af^ion.     The  Hiiniber?  of  both  cicicripiions,  I  hope* 

wiil 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  as  there  might  probably  arife  % 
debate  on  both  thofe  lubjcdls,  he  fhould  advlfe  tlic  Noble  Lord 
to  appoint  feparate  days  for  the  difcuiTion  of  each. 

Lord  Grenville  could  not  conce;ive  how  it  was  poOible  for 
any  Noble  Lord  tcf  haVe  an  objeftion  to  thank  our  naval  com- 
mander, and  his  gallant  officers,  for  their  moft  fplendid  vie* 
tory  ovef  the  enemy  or  what  ipecies  of  argument  could  call 
fuch  a  propofition  into  debate ;  and,  as  he  could  have  no  ideft 
of  a  diflent  to  what  he  fliould  propofe,  he  ihould  not  follow 
the  Noble  Earl*s  advice. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  would  ndC 
feparate  with  a  wrong  impreffion  of  what  he  had  faid  5  it  was  very 

Vrill  prove  ftnall,  the  nature  of  the  fervice  confidcred  \  hut  I  have  the  concetU 
t)f  btin^  to  adJ,  on  the  lame  fubjc6>,  that  Admiral  Graves  has  received* 
^ound  in  the  arm,  ar.d  ihat  Rear- Admirals  Bowyer  aVid  Fafley,  and  Cap* 
tain  Hutt,  of  the  Qiieen,  have  each  had  a  leg  taken  offj  they  are,  howev^ 
(I  have  the  raii>fa(l-t'on  to  hear),  in  a  favourable  ftate  under  thole  misibr* 
tunes.  In  the  captured  (hips  the  numbers  of  killed  and  Wounded  appear  t» 
be  Very  crnfuUra'-lf. 

*«  Thoiich  I  flia  I  have,  on  the  fubje^  of  thefe  different  actions  with  tht 
«nemy,  ditiiiv-Uifhed  examples  hereiferto  report,  I  prefumethe  determined 
bravery  of  the  Pverai  ranks  or  officers  and  the  ihips'  companies  employed 
tinder  my  auihority,  will  luive  bten  alrc:idy  I'uHiciently  denote^l  by  theelfc^ 
of  their  r.iritcl  exertunsj  .ukI,  I  trull,  I  fhiU  be  excufed  for  poftponing 
the  more  del  lilcd  najrative  of  tiie  other  tranfa^lions  of  the  fleet  thereon,  for 
bemg  communicated  at  a  futiire  opportunity ;  more  elpccially  as  my  Urft 
Captain,  Sir  Roger  Cuitis,  wlm  is  ciiarged  with  this  dilpatch,  will  be  al>le 
to  give  the  farther  information  the  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  the  Admiralty^ 
taiay  at  this  time  require.  It  is  Incumbent  on  me,  neverthelefs,  now  to 
add,  that  I  am  greatly  iudthied  to  him  tor  his  councils  as  well  as  condu6t  in 
every  branch  of  my  ofHcial  duties  i  And  I  have  iimibr  alfiltance,  in  the  late 
occurrences,  to  acknowledge  of  my  fecond  Captain,  Sir  Andrew  Dott* 
glas. 

I  am,  with  greftt  confideratlon, 
Sir,         ^ 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

HOWE, 

P.  S.  The  names  and  force  of  the  captured  French  fliips  with  thc^eec  k 
ttanfmitted  herewith. 

Lip  of  Trench  fbips  captured  on  the  tft  day  of  June  1 79+» 
'   '  La  Jufte        -        -  '      -        -        -        80  guns. 

Sans  Parelllc  -  •  -  -  -  80 
L' America     --».-•         74 

I'Achilie 74 

Kortliumberland  -  -  *  -  74. 
L'Impetucux  --  »  -  -  -  ^4 
Vengeur        -  •        ^        .        74    funk    alinoft 

immediately  upon  being  taken  poflcifion  of, 
N.  B.  The  ihip  (btcd  to  have  been  captured  on  the  evening  of  the  iStll 
<^f  lad  month,  is  faid  by  the  prifoner«  to  be  the  Rcvolu(ipnairt,  of  ii4 
|[tins. 

far 
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far  from  his  intention,  and  he  believed  from  die  intention  of 
erery  Member  of  the  Houfe,  to  make  any  oppofition  to  the 
iFQte  of  thanks  to  Earl  Howe,  &c.  $  it  was  undoubtedly  well 
merited^  and  would  arifc  frcnn  the  gratitude  every  man  of 
this  country  mull  be  imprefled  with  for  their  great  fenricess 
Imt  it  was  equaUy  neccflary  to  expe6l,  that  fome  Members  ef 
the  Houfe  might  take  that  opportunity  to  comment  on  the 
events  of  the  war,  which  might  poflibly  bring  on  a  debate,  on 
which  account  he  wiihed  a  day  might  be  appointed  for  that 
purpofe  alone. 

LMrdGrenville  replied,  that  the  vote  of  thanks  was  not  con- 
lie£bed  with  the  merits  of  the  war. 

l^hc  Lord  Chancellor  put  the  queftion  to  adjourn. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  June  ix. 

The  confideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee 
was  deferred,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  rfibt  Exchequer^ 
to  Monday  the  i6th. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  gave  notice/ that  on  the  firft  full  day^ 
%rhich  would  probably  be  Monday  the  i6tlu  he  Ihould  move 
the  thanks  of^  the  Houfe  to  thole  gallant  officers  and  men 
whofe  courage  and  abilities  had  contributed  to  the  late  fuccefis 
of  his  Majeify's  arms  at  fea. 

Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
•     Thursday,  June  12. 

This  day  die  Lords  went  in  the  ufual  ftate  to  Weftminfter* 
hall,  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  and 
when  returned  from  the  Hall,  a  mcflage  was  fent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  acquainting  them,  that  uiis  Houfe  would  further 
proceed  in  the  faid  trial  on  Saturday  the  14th, 

There  being  no  other  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe>  they  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  June  la. 

LONDON  MILITIA. 
Sir  Watiin  Lenvcs  gave  notice,  that  on  the  iirft  open  day,  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  appointing  certain  re- 
gulations for  the  London  Militia. 

There 
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There  being  but  five  or  fix  Members  prefent>  they  neceflk« 
rily  feparated. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Fridat,  June  13.        ' 

EARL  HeWE. 

Lord  GrtnwlU  rofe,  he  faid,  in  confequence  of  the  notice 
inrhich  he  had  the  honour  of  giving  their  Lordihips  on  Wed* 
nefday,  of  his  intention  of  moving  the  thanks  of  their  Lord** 
(hips  to  Earl  Howe,  and  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in 
the  aAton  in  which  the  late  fignal  vidory  over  the  French 
fleet  was  gained.  This  was  a  fubje£l  upon  which  he  was 
fure  fuch  perfed  unanimity  mud  prevail,  that  any  attempt  on 
his  part  to  expatiate  upon  the  circumftances  attending  the  late 
glorious  vidory  obtained  by  his  Majefty's  fleet  under  the  com* 
mand  of  tliat  able  and  gallant  Admiral  would  be  pcrfedly  un*- 
neceflary.  It  would,  indeed,  be  injuftice  in  him  to  attempt  to 
defcribe  the  merits  of  a  vi£iory»  the  mod  brilliant  in  manner, 
and  the  mod  important  in  eflPefi,  of  any  viAory  recorded  to  have 
been  obtained  in  the  hiftory  of  naval  engagements,  Exclufive 
of  that  detevmined  courage  which  has  always  char;i£lerifed  the 
Englifli  feamen,  there  was  a  degree  of  flcill  and  fcience  dif^ 
played  by  the  Noble  Lord  that  never  was  exceeded  upon  any 
former  occafion.  Thus  much  his  feelings  had  prompted  him 
to  fay  \  and  he  need  not  fpeak  or  defcribe  the  feelings,  the  joy, 
and  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  Public,  on  the  occafion  \  they  were 
evident  and  undeniable  throughout  the  metropolis,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  they  would  be  manifefted  with  equal  ardour 
throughout  the  Britflh  dominions,  as  foon  as  the  news  fliould 
be  generally  known.  He  would,  therefore,  not  detain  their 
Lordfliips  any  longer,  but  would  nwve, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Admiral  Earl 
*•  Howe,  for  the  important  fervices  rendered  to  his  country 
<*  by  his  able  and  gallant  conduct  in  the  vi£tory  obtained  by 
<<  the  fleet  under  his  command,  over  th9  French  fleet,  on  the 
"  I  ft  of  June  1 794 1 

<'  That  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Rear  Admirals 
*  Hood,  Graves,  Cornwall,  Pafley,  Bowyer,  and  Sir  R, 
**  Curtis,  and  to  all  the  captains  and  ofiicers  of  the  fleet,  for 
<*  their  brave  and  gallant  benaviour  during  that  engagement: 

^  That  the  Houfe  does  highly  approve  of  the  condufl  of  the 
^  feamen,  foldiers,  and  marines,  on  board  the  fleet ;  and  that 
<<  the  officers  of  their  refpe£tive  ihips  do  communicate  the 
<*  fame  tq  them;  And| 

''  That, 
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**  That  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  <:ommunicate  the  thanks  of 

^  the  Houfc  to  Earl  Howe." 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  that,  with  rcfpeft  to  this  laft  motion^ 
he  wiflied  to  obfervc,  that  it  certainly  would  be  more  gratifying 
to  the  Houfe  to  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  fenti- 
inents  to  the  Noble  Admiral  pcrfonally  in  his  place,  but  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  would  render  his  ablence  from  the 
fleet  extremely  inconvenient;  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
^vould  be  better  to  have  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  tranlinitted 
by  the  Ixjrd  Chancellor, 

The  Dtike  of  Grafton  faid,  he  knew  that  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe  did  not  require  that  any  motion  (hould  be  feconded;  if  , 
they  did,  he  {hould  have  been  zealous  to  have  the  honour  ^ 
{landing  forward  upon  this  occafion*    He  could  not,  hoveyer, 
*  ^void  faying  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjed.  He  had  the  honour  of 
having  lived  in  habitsof  the  greateitjntiiijacy  and  friendfhip  with 
the  Noble  Admiral  for  %  period  of  aWe  thirty-five  years ;  and 
during  that  whole  time,  he  never  hadrntcrtained  but  oneopi* 
nion  of  him,  which  was,  that,  exclufive  of  his  valuable  qu^ 
ties  as  a  man,  he  was  itioft  eminently  diftinguifhed  for  con^ 
fummate  bravery  and  fkill  as  an  officer,  found  judgment  and 
policy  as  a  (latelman,  and  the  greafeft  profeflionai  knowledge 
and  ability  as  a  feaman.     If  he  were  to  attempt,   upon  this 
occafion,  to  call  to  the  recollcftion  of  the  Houfe  the  various 
important  fervices  performed  by  the  Noble  Lord  for  his  coun- 
try, Ms  want  of  abilities  to  defcribe  them  might  perhaps  take 
from  the  luftre  which  belonged  to  them ;  he  knew  he  was  un- 
equni  to  tltc  tafk  of  tracing  the  fafts  that  conftitutcd  the  fame 
of  tl  2t  galhrt  Admiral :    lie  could  not,  however,  avoid  jud 
attempt  in  2^  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  their  Lord(hips  a 
few  of  the  many  j:;lorious  exploits  performed  by  the  Noble 
Eurl.  which  mud  for  ever  infure  to  him  the  gratitude  of  his 
country.     The  Ikill  and  bravery  difplayed  by  him  in  the  war 
before   tlic  laft,  and  the  manner  in  which,  wi^cn  a  Captain, 
he  brought  gp  the  Afn^vanimc^  which  he  then  commanded, 
l^lofe  to  a  fort  on  the  lileof  Rlu*  (which  had  previoufly  greatly^ 
iJ;i:Tik.!ged  our  fleet),  ^nd  fileneed  it,  was  an  ad  which,  at  that 
^inic.  excited  the  adrr.inition  of  tl  c  fj-x't  itfelf,  and  of  the  whole 
kini^dom.  AVhen  aftt  rwaids  h<:  ne  h\\y  to^^ether  with  the  late  Ad- 
iriiral  Keppel,  as  a  fecond  under  the  celebrated  Lord  Hawke,  kl 
the  enc»a^'emcnt  on  tlicco.ifl:  of  Trance  with  MonlicurdeCtn- 
flAn«^,he  conduced  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  receive  from 
J^ord  Hawke  the  mod  dillin^iiKlied  murks  of  approbation  ;  that 
Noble  Lord,  in  his  letter-  I\omc,  fpokc  in  the  moft  handfomc 
fcrms  of  his   i'eeonds,.  aiui    the   fupport  they  afforded  him, 
I'liilipg  ever  a  variety  of  other  important  fervices^  he-flipuki. 

comt 
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come  to  the  period  when  Lord  Howe  had  a  command  in 
America  laft  war;   and  here  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if 
his  condud  on  mat  fervice  was  tried  by  the  tefts  of  truth  an4^ 
candourv  the  refult  would  be  highly  to  his  honour.    He  came 
next  to  a  circumdance,  which  excited  the  aftonilhment  and 
admiration  of  all  Europe,  and  was  alone  fufficient  to  rsinkhim 
among  the  (irft  feamen  this  country  ever  produced ;,  he  meant 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  in  the  face  of  a  much  fuperior  fleets 
viz%  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  which  were  at 
that  time  more  in  number  by  one  third  than  his  own.     The 
tmpreflion  that  fplendid  a£tion  had  made  on  the  great  Frederick, 
the  late  King  of  Prunia,  was  a  memorable  circumllance  \  as 
that  wife  man  and  valiant  hero  paid  his  tribute  of  approbation  to 
Lord  Howe,  in  a  letter  which  he  fent  to  him  through  the 
medium  of  his  minifter  at  this  court.     If  any  more  was  necef* 
fary  to  eftablifh  the  charaAer  of  this  gallant  Admiral,  it  only  ro* 
tnained  to  mention  his  late  viflory,  moft  gioriousto  the  chara£ler 
t>f  the  country,  moft  advantageous  to  the  interefts  of  the  nation, 
and  moft  honourable  to  himfelf }  flnce,  through  that  fplendid 
vi£^ory,  the  naval  fuperiority  of  England  was  clearly  afcertained* 
His  Grace  faid«  he  was  fure  there  was  not  one  Noble  Lord 
in  that  Houfe,  nay  more,  that  there  was  not  one  true  Briton 
who  did  not  feel  the  utmoft  gratitude  to  the  Noble  Lord  for 
iiis  important  fervices  ;    and  if  it  could  be  faid  of  any  man,,  it 
inight  be  faid  of  him,  *^  ^e  may  read  his  hiftory  in  a  nation's 
eyes." 

Tbi  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  concurred  with  the  Noble 
Duke  in  all  he  had  ftated  to  their  Loidfiiips,  and  he  congratu- 
lated the  Noble  Earl  who  was  the  immediate  and  the  leading 
objed  of  the  morion  before  the  Houfe  \  he  congratulated  their 
Lordihips ;  he  congratulated  the  nation  at  large,  on  the  great^ 
the  glorious  vidory  we  had  lately  gained.  The  (kiH  of  Lord 
Howe  was  unrivalled ;  and  his  late  fplendid  (ervices  exceeded 
the  moft  fanguine  expedation.  He  trufted  that  this  event 
would  prove  b  fortunate  event  to  the  French  themfelves,  and 
to  all  Europe.  He  was  happy  to  find  that  we  preferved  our 
fuperiority  at  fea,  and  hoped  it  would  Convince  FrancjO^  \iOVft 
abfurd  that  opinion  they  had  entertained  was>  that  tlus  country 
could  be  conquered.  He  trufted  it  had  taught  their. LordQiips 
too  not  to  think  of  fending  Englifti  troops  to  Flanders,  for 
there  was  an  end  now  of  all  idea  of  danger  to  this  country  from 
the  French.  In  (hort,  he  was  confident  that  this  event  n|ig)i^ 
be  the  happy  means  of  accelerating  peace  ^  as,  be  flat^red 
himfelf,  there  was  ftHl  reafoh  enough  in  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  at  prefent  governed  France  to  be  glad  to  make  piKice  if  we 
would  give  it  to  thehi. 

Vol.  IV.  Mm  Lord 
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Lard  Fijcouni  Syimy  amed  in  eveiy  thing  that  had  been 
faid  to  tM  honour  of  the  chara£ier  of  the  Noble  Earl,  the 
fubjefl  of  the  prefent  motion.  He  rejoiced  as  much  as  any 
man  at  this  great  and  important  yiflory,  for  the  faipe  reafon 
that  had  hem  ftated  hj  the  Noble  Duke  f  Bedford),  nxz.  he 
thought  it  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  to  which  vi^ry  ought 
always  to  be  applied — the  acceleration  of  peace.  No  means 
were  fo  likely  to  produce  and  accelerate  that  deGrable  objeA 
as  beating  tlM  French.  Indeed  it  was  the  only  means  ot  ef** 
fe£ling  it.  He  agreed  with  the  Noble  Duke  who  had  fpoken 
firft,  that  Lord  Howe's  life  had  been  a  continued  feries  of 
great  and  gallant  aAions;  but  great  and  glorious  as  the  late 
▼idory  was,  he  muft  confider  ue  relief  of  Gibraltar,  in  the 
face  of  a  fuperior  force,  as  the  moft  glorious  of  any  the  Noble 
Earl  had  atchieved.  He  had,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  been  the  man  to 
whom  the  Pruflian  minifter  firft  mentioned  or  communicated 
the  feelings  of  the  King,  his  mafter,  on  that  occafion ;  and 
ftated  the  degree  of  gratitude  that  Monarch  felt  to  be  due  to 
the  Noble  Admiral.  His  Lordihip  faid,  it  was  not  in  his 
power  fu£Sciently  to  extol,  or  even  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of 
the  Noble  Earl,  fo  defervcdly  an  ornament  to  that  Houiie,  and 
an  honour  to  his  country. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  fzii^  that  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to 
fay  a  few  words,  to  prevent  any  mifconception  of  what  had 
fallen  from  him  when  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  gave  notice 
of  this  motion.  He  believed  it  was  underftood  by  minifters 
that  the  motion  would  be  oppofed,  but  there  was  not  a  man  in 
the  country,  he  was  furc,  who  did  not  fincerelv  rejoice  at  fo 
glorious  an  event,  as  the  late  vidory  at  fea.  The  conduA  of 
uie  Noble  Lord  who  was  the  fubjecl  of  the  prefent  motion, 
had  been  fuch  as  to  render  it  inq>offible  for  an  idea  of  that 
kind  to  enter  into  the  contemnlation  of  any  individual  in  that 
Houfe,  or  in  the  kingdom,  oo  far  from  oppofing,  he  wi&ed 
to  be  amon^  the  fomnoft  in  conmtulatinff  the  country,  in 
congratulating  the  NoUc  Adminu,  upon  the  glorious  event. 
Whether,  confiderinc  the  ferrice  npon  wbkk  Lord  Howe  was 
fent,  and  the  immeme  importance  it  was  of  to  this  country, 
an  adequate  and  fuffident  force  had  been  allowed  him,  was  a 
point  which  he  would  not  then  difcufs }  even  if  the  force 
were  infufficient,  however  Uame  mi^ht  attach  elfewhere,  it 
muft  tend  to  increafe  the  glory  obtained  by  the  Noble  Lend. 
He  entertained  the  fame  fentnnents  as  the  Noble  Duke  had 
delivered  npon  this  occafion  i  he  was  perfeAly  readv  to  diank 
the  NoUe  taai%  and  all  the  oficers  and  men,  by  whofe  ezer* 
tiona  this  .great  and  glorious  TiAory  had  been  gained.  He 
inbfcribed  entiiel  j  to  ttie  rote  of  thanks  ^  but  he  begged  to  be 
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undetftood  as  expreffing  a  hope  that  good  ufe  would  he  made 
of  the  Ttdory  we  had  gained,  which  was  that  of  procuring 
peace.  He  maintained,  that  the  idea  of  conquering  France^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  a  form  of  government,  wastiot 
then  mote  rational  than  it  had  beeh  at  any  other  period,  and  we 
ought  to  take  leave  of  it  for  ever.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try had  never  had  any  fuch  extravagant  defires ;  they  wi(hed  to 
fee  our  fuperioYity  kept  up  at  feaj  but  as  to  any  conquefts  of 
ours  over  the  French  by  land,  they  affected  the  people  but 
flightly.  Nothing  could  demonftrate  this  more  clearly,  than 
the  different  feeling  of  the  Public  manifcftcd  on  the  furrendcr 
of  Valenciennes,  or  the  feizure  of  Toulon ;  but  when  the 
news  of  the  viftory  of  our  grand  fleet  arrived,  every  heart  beat 
with  rapture,  and  every  countenance  fparkled  with  jny ;  this 
was  a  clear  proof,  that  the  Public  felt  oUlr  ftrength  was  welt 
employed,  when  employed  at  fea,  and  hot  fo  when  exerted  on 
the  continent.  He  was  confident  they  all  felt  that  this 
country  was  entirely  out  of  danger,  therefore  an  attempt  at 
conquering  France  would  be  unneceflary  and  fooliih,  even  ad* 
mitting  it  to  be  poflible.  For  thofe  reafons  be  hoped,  that 
while  we  were  thanking  brave  men  as  they  juftly  merited^ 
fuch  ufes  would  be  made  of  the  vi£iory  they  had  gained,  aa 
would  be  of  benefit  and  advantage  to  this  country  at 
large. 

The  Duh  of  Clarence  faid,  that,  after  fo  many  Noble  Lordflf 
had  dated  their  fentiments  upon  this  fubjed,  he  muft  join  in 
the  general  joy  on  the  occafion.  He  believed  every  Engliih- 
man  did  the  fame;  a  ftrong  proof,  that,  let  men  differ  asdiey 
might  on  political  queftions,  all  parties  were  unanimous  in 
applauding  gallant  vidories  at  fea :  The  Houfe  would,  there- 
fore, forgive  him  if  he  trefpafled  a  few  moments  upon  their 
attention.  By  the  late  glorious  vi£lory  obtained  by  Lord 
Howe,  the  fupcriority  of  the  Engiifli  was  eftablifhed,  and  he 
hoped  would  remain  fo  for  ever.  He  could  not  avoid  ob- 
fcrving,  that  in  the  two  lafl  wars,  as  well  as  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  when  the  fleets  of  England  gnd  France  met  upon 
equal  terms,  t|i«  fuperior  fkill  and  fteadinefs  of  the  Endifh 
were  always  manifefted :  This  affertion  was  proved  by  uiree 
great  naval  viAories :  The  firft  in  the  war  before  the  laft, 
when  Lord  Hawke  gained  fo  glorious  a  vi£lory  over  M.  de 
Conflans;  the  fecond  in  the  laft  war,  when  Lord  Rodney,  on 
the  memorable  nth  of  April,  fo  completely  defeated  the 
French  in  |he  Weft  Indies.;  and  the  third  was  the  inftance 
which  they  were  then  celebrating.  He  confidcred  this  aftion 
as  one  of  the  greateft  which  tl^  annals  of  this  country  could 
tK>aft  of  i  the  ciicun^ftances  of  it,  and  the  condu£l,  bravery^ 
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aodikiU,  mantlcfted  by  Lord  Howe  during  thea&ton,  did 
him  the  higheft  honour ;  the  gallantry  of  his  officers  and  (c»« 
men,  alfo,  deferred  every  poffibk  praife;  he  coBgratulated 
the  couotry  at  large  on  it  nioft  fincerely  ;  it  proved  that  (till 
this  country  had  as  great  fiiperiority  as  ever  at  fea,  and  that 
this'  country  was  not  to  be  conquered  by  France.  Whatever 
apprchenfions  of  an  invafion,  therefore*  mieht  have  been  en* 
tertained,  all  ideas  of  an  invafion  nnuft  now  be  at  an  end.  He 
concluded  by  faving,  that  he  would  not  at  prefent  make  anf 
obfeivation  on  what  had  been  faid  by  a  Noble  Earl,  refpediing 
the  internal  government  of  a  neighbouring  country,  but  he 
conceived  that  moderation  and  real'on  were  the  beft  modes  of 
governing  France. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  motions  of  Lord  Greavilki 
which  were  carried  runi»  diJftntitnU* 

SECOND  REPORT  OF  THE  S£CRET  COMMITTE]^ 

The  Order  of  the  Cby,  for  the  reading  the  Second  Report 
of  the  Secret  Committee,  being  read,    - 

Lord  GrenvUU  faid,  he  did  not  think  it  neccflary  that  the 
whole  of  the  Report  ihould  be  read  to  their  Lordflaps,  becaufe 
he  was  fure  that  every  Noble  Lord  had  read  it  over  with  that 
attention  which  a  fubjefi  of  fuch  magnitude  and  imponance 
required.  He  hoped,  that,  having  read  it,  he  (hould  find  but 
on '  opinion  in  the  Houfe  with  rclped  to  the  meafure  which 
he  (hould  feel  it  his  duty  to  propofe.  It  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  occupy  much  of  their  Lordfliips*  time  in  fuh- 
mitting  his  reafons  for  propofing,  at  this  jun  Aure,  to  carry  an 
^ddrefs  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  to  affure  his  Majedy  of 
their  fteady  and  loval  fupporc,  becaufe  the  Report  itfclf  con- 
tained the  ftroogeft  arguments  that  could  poflibly  be  offered 
upon  the  fubje£l.  Their  Lordihips  would  perceive,  by  the 
tenor  of  the  Report,  that  the  conclufions  drawn  in  the  former 
Report  were  confirmed  and  eftabliflied.  It  could  fureiy  be  no 
longer  contended,  that  there  did  not  ezift  in  this  country  a 
confpiracy,  the  objedt  of  which  was,  under  the  fpecious  name 
of  a  reform,  to  fubvert  its  government,  laws,  and  religion. 
Fortunately  the  confpiracy  was  difcovered  in  time,  theif  plans 
developed,  and  their  intentions  fruftrated.  This  confpiracy 
was  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  it  was  not  the  effufion  of 
temporary  difcontent;  it  was  not  x\\c  unpremeditated  fury  of 
a  :houghtlefs  mob;  it  was  a  cool,  deliberate,  fyftematic  plan 
to  deflroy  the  conftitution  of  England,  and  to  fubftitute  in  its 
place  the  tyranny  of  France.  From  a  perufal  of  the  Report,  it 
would  appear  that  this  plan  had  been  carrying  on  by  perlons  in 
this  country,  in  cppjuu^ion  with  others  abroad,  for  ipore  than 

two 


Jvm  n  1        WOODFALL'd  PARLTAMENTARY  REPORTS.  169 

^wo  years;   and  they  thought  they  had  brought  it  to  a  ftate 
nearly  ready  to  be  carried  into  ex(|:ution,  vrhen  the  whole  was 
happily  difcovered.     Their  Lordfhips  would  find,  that,  foon 
after  the  dcftruftion  of  the  monarchy  in  France,  a  fyftcm  of 
correfpondence  was  eftabli(hed  between  certain  clubs  in  this 
country  and  the  new  government  in  that.    In  November  1 792, 
formal  addrefles  were  fent  from  certain  Societies  here  to  the 
Convention  of  France,  and  regular  anfwers  received.     Thefe 
Societies,  covering  their  real  defigns  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text of  a  reform  in  Parliament,  took  upon  themfclves  to  declare  . 
to  the  French  government,  that  the  people  of  England  were 
anxious  to  (hake  ofFthe  yotic  which  opprefled  them,  and  to  adopt 
the  new  lyllem  of  liberty  ;  they  told  them,  that,  however  they 
might  be  kept  from  declaring  their  fentiments,  the  majority  of 
the  Engliih  were  againft  the  Government,     Thefe  aflemblies 
had  been  aAed  upon  by  certain  artful  perfons,  and  they  were 
confequently  afTiduoub  in  their  endeavours  to  difTeminate  the 
forms  and  principles  which  have  been  adopted  in  France,  the 
avowed  enemy  not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  all  order,  Jaw, 
liberty,  and  juflice.     They  had,  by  their  writings  and  exer- 
tions, done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  create  a  partiality 
for  French  phrafes  among  the  people,   and  for  French  doc- 
trines and  principles.     They  had  formed  a  plan  to  carry  into 
effe£^  the  conquell  of  this  country  by  France :    Not  by  her 
armies ;  not  by  her  fleets ;    but  by  creating  an  internal  com- 
motion in  this  kingdom.     The  artifices  ufed,  and  the  feditious 
publications  which  had  been  indullrioufly  dillributed,  by  thofe 
Societies,  were  noticed  in  the  firft  Report,  and  ftood  con- 
firmed by  the  fecond  Report,  fubmittcd  to  the  perufal  of  their 
Lordfhips.    He  would  not,  he  faid,  pay  fo  ill  a  compliment 
to  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  as  to  ftate,  that  the  numbers  of 
thofe  afibciations  were  mt  fmall ;  they  were,  it  was  true,  few 
in  numbers    but  they  expefted  to  accompliih,  by coalefccnce, 
zeal,  af  tiHce,  and  aftivity,  what  they  could  not  hope  to  attain 
by  the  power  of  numbers.    In  1793,  they  artfully  diffeminated 
a  quantity  of  feditious  papers  •,    in  which  they  cxprefsly  ap- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  had  been  convicted  and 
puniflied  for  illegally  aflembling  in  Scotland  under  the  name 
of  the  Britifh  Convention.     They  had  even  dared,  in  their 
writings,   to  que  ft  ion  the  authority  and  the  fentence  of  the 
Criminal  Judicature  of  Scotland.     And  it  appeared,   by  the 
Report  on  their  Lordftiips'  table,  that  they  had  formed  Com- 
mittees of  Secrecy  and  Emergency;    and  followed  up  their 
plans  with  increafed  aftivity,   fmce  the  conviction  of  thofe 
perfons  to  whom  he  Iiad  adverted.     It  appeared,  tliat  there 

was 
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wa6  a  fyftematic  plan  to  go  on,  ftq>  by  ftepy  to  enforce 
fimilar  proceedings^  and  th^  Britifli  Convention  was  to  haTC 
net  next  October. 

Their  Lordfliips  would  perceive,  that  the  G^nuniitee  had 
particularly  defcribed  that  Society,  which,  by  way  of  emi« 
nence,  was  called  the  London  Correfponding  Society.  Thia 
Society  feemed  to  have  been  formed  of,  or  at  lean  to  have 
been  conduced  by,  perfons  in  a  higher  fphere  of  life,  and  of 
more  cultivated  talents,  than  mod  of  the  other  Societies.  It 
was  through  the  medium  of  this  Society  that  a  correfpondence 
was  kept  ,up  between  the  other  Societies  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  thofe  infamous  and  deftru&ive  principles 
circulated,  which  tend  to  the  deftrudlion  of  all  regular  govern* 
ment.  Although  the  war  between  his  Maiefty  and  France 
interrupted  the  direct  correfpondence  which  before  exifted 
between  the  Societies  here  and  thofe  in  France,  it  did  not 
prevent  the  former  from  continuing  to  feel  a  (Irong  intereft  in 
the  caufe  of  the  French,  nor  from  endeavouring,  as  much  as 
they  could,  to  juftify  every  one  of  their  meafures,  however 
hoftile  to  this  country.  Having  difleminated  their  pemiciottS 
principle?  to  a  confiderable  degree,  and  drawn  many  unthink* 
ing  perfons  to  join  them,  it  became  ncceffary  to  bring  their 
principles  into  adicn,  in  order  the  better  to  enable  them  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  their  labours.  For  this  purpofe  they  men« 
tinned  the  propriety,  and  even  neceiBty,  of  adopting  the  ex« 
ample  of  France,  and  calling  a  General  Convention,  for  the  re« 
drefs  of  grievances,  and  the  reformation  of  abufes.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this  plan,  that  meeting,  which  took  the  title  of  the 
Britiih  Convention,  afl'cmbled  at  Edinburgh  inO£lobcr  1793. 
HisLordfliip  faid,  it  would  be  altogether  unneceffary  for  him  to 
trace  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  this  pretended  Convention. 
They  were  not  fatisfied  with  adopting  the  deftru£bive  princi- 
ples which  have  plunged  France  into  defolation  and  ruin,  but 
they  followed,  as  far  as  they  could,  the  manner,  and  ufed  the 
language,  of  the  French  Convention.  All  the  eloquence  and 
talents  of  the  members  of  this  Convention  could  never  have 
enabled  them  to  carry  into  effe£l  their  infamous  defignss 
fomething  more  efFedual  was  wanting,  and  that  was  arms. 
Their  Lordlhips  would  fee  traced  out  in  the  Report^  the 
means  adopted  for  the  procuring  of  armS)  and  the  nature  of 
thofe  aums.  Proofs  unanfwcrable  would  there  be  founds  that 
arms  of  an  extraordinary  kind  were  in  preparation.  Indeed, 
confiderable  quantities  of  them  were  prepared,  and  would 
probably  foon  have  been  brought  into  ufe,  if  it  had  not  beeff 
for  the  providential  dllcovery  made  of  their  defignsy  and  the 
meafures  taken  to  prevent  them.     His  LordOiip  wiihed  to 
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remark  to  the  Houfei  the  deliberate  and  determined  fyftem 
with  whicli  thefe  perfons  purfued  their  infamous  projed.  It 
would  be  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  when  fome  of  the  members 
of  the  Conrention  were  taken  up  and  puniflied  with  tranfport- 
ation,  when  they  knew  they  had  ofiended  againft  the  laws  of 
their  country,  they  would  have  been  deterred  by  the  exampiesi 
and  have  renounced  fuch  feditious  intentions  s  but  the  rcverfe 
was  the  cafe ;  they  did  not  abandon  the  objed  of  their  Con* 
vention,  but  continued  it  in  the  face  of  a  trial,  convidiiony 
condemnation*  and  puni(hment  f  When  the  Convention  was 
difperfedf  their  Committee  of  Emergency  immediately  began 
to  fit,  and  to  communicate  with  all  the  Societies  eftabliflied  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  He  made  this  obfervation  to 
fliew,  that  the  danger  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  light,  nor  tlie 
confpirators*  with  contempt,  becaufe  it  appeared,  that  what 
they  wanted  in  numbers  and  importance,  they  made  up  by 
perfcTcrance  and  boldnefs. 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  he  hoped  to  find  but  one 
opinion  among  their  Lordfliips.  He  was  fure  every  one  of 
them  would  (land  forward  in  defence  of  the  conftitution  of 
*  this  country ;  and  he  was  qonvinced,  that,  having  perufed  the 
Report,  there  could  be  no  doubt  entertained  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  confpiracy.  He  therefore  hoped,  that  the  addrefs 
which  he  meant  to  propofe,  would  meet  with  the  univerfal 
approbation  of  the  Houfe. 

His  Lordfliip  concluded  by  moving,  *'  That  an  humble  ad- 
^  drds  be  preiented  to  his  Majefty  frpm  the  Lords  Spiritual 
^  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  aflembled,  informing  his  Ma- 
^*  jefty,  that  they  have  taken  into  confideration  his  moft  gra- 
^  dous  communicattod,  relative  to  certain  papers  and  tranf- 
^  a&ionSy  militating  againft  the  public  fafety,  and  that  they 
^  conceived  it  their  bounden  duty  to  lay  before  his  Majefty 
^  their  fentiments»  that  they'have  feen  with  concern  a  traitor- 
^*  cos  and  feditious  confpiracy  againft  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
*^  menty  and  againft  their  happy  and  glorious  conftitution. 
^  And  that  they  have  beheld  fyftematic  plans>  and  wicked  and 
^  deteftable  defies,  leading  to  ail  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  with 
^  a  firm  conviftion  that  they  were  avowed,  and  on  the  point 
•*  of  being  executed.  f 

**^  That  their  Lordfliips  felt  their  gratitude  for  his  Majcfty's 
^  paternal  care  to  bring  to  exemplary  punifliment  the  authors 
^  and  abettors  of  all  fuch  plans  as  are  repugnant  to  the  exift- 
^  ing  Government,  and  that  they  wiih  to  vcft  additional 
**  powers  in  the  Executive  Government,  to  provide  for  the 
*.*  public  tranquillity,  relying  on  his  Majefty  for  the  fuppref- 
^  fion  legally  of  fuch  crimes}  and  that  they  were  ready  to 
:  "  give 
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*'  give  energy  and  vigour  to  that  law  by  which  they  arc  pro-< 
*f  te£led,  and  by  which  they  enjoy  their  liberties^  and  the  pre 
^  fervation  of  good  order/* 

If  this  addrefs  (hould  meet  the  concurrence  of  their  Lord-' 
(hips,  Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  ihould  propofe,  that  it  be  fent 
to  the  Commons  for  their  approbation,  in  order  that  it  fbould 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  as  the  joint  addrefs  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament. 

Tie  Earl  of  Abingdon  faid,  •*  Your  Lordfhips'  Report  from 
the  Secret  Committee  having  referred  to  projeds  of  the  moft 
defperate  and  flagitious  nature,  refpe£ting  the  members  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  I  have,  as  a  fpecimen  of  this,  in 
my  handf  a  letter  addreffed  to  me  from  the  town  of  Glafgow^ 
inclofing  a  fpeech  of  a  Noble  Lord  of  this  Houfe,  which  was 
printed,  and  in  many  thoufands,  as  it  is  faid,  circulated  there^ 
The  fpeech  is  intitleds  *'  A  Copy  of  that  moft  extraordinary 
Speech^  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  Stanhope,  on  Thurfday  the  23d  of  January  1794,  for  the 
reftoration  of  Penct^  and  acknowledging  the  French  Repub^ 
lie.**  And  the  letter  is  as  follows:  "  This  moft  excellent 
fpeech  has  been  reprinted  at  Glafgow }  many  thoufands  of  it 
are  now  in  circulation.  Your  ^*  horft^laugh^*  is  marhdy  and 
will  be  properly  attended  to.**  Your  Lord(hip$  may  remem- 
ber, that  when  this  fpeech  was  made,  I  faid  that  the  ^eft  ar- 
f^ument  in  anfwer  to  it  was,  ^*  a  good  lottd  hoffe-laugh!*  It  is 
or  this  anfwer  then,  that  lam,  thank  God !  a  marked  man; 
for  who  of  your  Lordfliips,  calling  kimfelf  an  EngliJhmoMj  that 
would  not  be  proud  of  fuch  a  mark  ?  but  I  mention  this  now^ 
not  in  addrefs  to  thofe  of  your  Lordihips  who  hate  any  refpeA 
for  your  own  honour  and  dignity,  but  in  adihonition  to  thofe 
Sans^Ct4httes  Lords  of  this  Houfe,  who,  in  carrying  on  tbeif 
intrigues,  and  forming  their  parties  wtbin  thefe  walls,  are  asr 
forgetful  of  themfclves  as  they  are  dead  to  the  mifchief  which 
they  are  fo  rtfponfibly  the  occafion  of  nvithout  thefe  walls.  And 
this,  my  Lords,  1  fay  in  concern^  as  well  as  in  admonition.'* 

Lord  Lauderdale  obferved,  that  the  addrefs  fuppofed  nO 
ground  of  complaint  againft  his  Majefty's  minifters,  though  it 
bad  been  accurately  Rated  to  their  lordihips,  that  they  had' 
been  in  poireflion  of  the  circumftances  contained  in  the  Repoi^ 
for  feveral  months  paft.  Tliis  being  manifeftly  the  cafe,  he 
argued,  that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  have  crufhcd  the  confpiracy,  if  fuch  exifted,  in  the  bud. 
He  never  before  heard  of  a  government  remaining  inaflive  onr 
fudi  an  occafion,  and,  by  their  fupinenefs,  nurfing  the  trea- 
fon  till  they  thou'/ht  it  ripe  lor  punilhment ;  he  wilhed,  how- 
ever, to  coniidcr  the  butincfs  in  quite  a  different  point  of  view. 

He 
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He  had  paid  as  much  attention  as  poiBble  to  the  Report^  and 
to  the  fpeech  of  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State.     He  had  ei- 
pe£ied  fomething  like  proofs  of  the  exigence  of  a  confpiracy, 
ivhich  would  have  fully  warranted  the  propriety  of  carrying 
up  to  the  Throne  the  addrefs  which  had  jtift  been  propofcd. 
From  all,  however,  that  he  hadheatd  or  fcen,  he  drew  a  dif- 
ferent conclufion  from  that  infifted  on  by  tne  Noble  Secretary 
of  State.     He  did  not  think  that  more  refpe£lb  was  due  to  a 
letter  from  one  minifter  to  another,  than  to  the  letter  of  any 
other  individual.     He  faw  nothing  like  proofs  of  a  confpiracjr^ 
fufficient  to  juftify  a  proceeding  that  pledged  that  Hoiife  in  a 
great  degree.    The  Houfe  ihould  conGder,  that  the  ineafufe 
muft  tend  eflentially  to  prejudice  and  prejudge  their  fellow- 
fubjed;s  who  were  in  confinement ;  and  who  would  fooiri  come 
to  trial,  on  charges  affe£ling  their  lives.    If  any  individual.  In 
a  public  newfpaper,  was  guilty  of  a  fimilar  proceeding,  it 
would  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  unjuftifiable  and  inicjuitous 
thing.    In  this  point  of  view  he  entreated  their  Lordfhips  to 
confider  the  queftion  with  due   attention,    to  confider  the 
dignity  of  their  chara£lers  as  members  of  a  court  of  judicature, 
which  ought  to  prevent  them  from  coming  to  any  refoliitibn 
that  could  poflibly  influence  juries,  or  aflFeft  the  interefts  of 
thofe  unfortunate  perfbns,  now  in  confinement,  when  their 
trials  came  on  i  mote  efpecially  as  they  might  afterwards  cpme 
by  appeal,  or  writ  of  error,  before  that  Houfe  for  a  final  deci- 
fion.    On  thefe  confiderations,  the  Earl  fsud,  he  thought  their 
Lordfhips  bound  by  principles  of  juftice  and  humanity  to  ne- 
gative thd  prppofition  offered  to  tlie  Houfe  by  the  Secretary  of 
State;    One  confequence  perhaps  not  dreamt  of  by  miniflers 
^y'ould  probably  follow  this  trial;  it  would  kistd  the  rulers  of 
France  to  imagine  that  there  did  ezift  a  confpifacy  in  this 
country,  fo  dangerous  in  its  nature,  as  to  demand  the  iitmdft 
ftrcngth  being  givcil  to  the  Executive  Government ;  and  that 
fttch  confpiracy  was  favourable  to  the  defigns  of  the  Ftcnch 
iigainft  Great  Britain.    There  was  no  evidence,  he  iafifted^ 
againft  theperfons  confined,  to  fhew  that  they  wifhed  to  Over- 
awe th^  Government,  and  he  denied  that  there  was  any  pt6oi 
of  the  a^ms.    After  the  riots  of  1 786,  he  alked,  if  any  indivi- 
dual that  fiiffered  was  charged  with  a  confpiracy  to  dvdi'aW^ 
the  Government  ?   and  yet  there  was  a  greater  pretext  at  that 
period  than  .at  prefent,  for  miniftcrs  to  introduce  harfli  and 
"Violent  nieafurcsi    As  to  the  C6rrefpdnding  Society  attempt- 
ing to  overawe  Government,  thd  idea  was  ridiculous  and  ab« 
furd.   Such  men  as  Hardy  and  Adams  could  not  have  effe£led 
"iiny  fuch  thing :    In  faft,  they  had  done  nothing  more  than 
follow  the  footfteps  •f  men  of  the  firft  confequence  in  the 
Vol;  IV;  N  n  country. 
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country.  Their  Lordfliips  muft  rccollefk  the  Societies  thatcxifted 
at  a  diftant  period,  the  committees  that  had  been  then  formedt 
and  the  refolutions  which  they  had  adopted,  founded  on  the 
.  memorable  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  •'  That  the  influ- 
*  cnce  of  the  Crown  was  increafed,  is  increaCng,  and  ought  to 
••  be  diminiflied  5"  refolutions  that  pointed  out  the  (hameful  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  aboli- 
.  tion  of  finecure  places.  They  ihoukVrecolle£t,  that  a  fociety  had 
cxifted,  corififting  of  one  hundred  and  three,  for  the  cxprefs  and 
avowed  purpofe  of  cletling  delegates  and  appointing  meet- 
ings, to  take  into  confideration  certain  grievances)  to  propofe 
,  remedies,  and,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  words,  to  overawe  the 
Parliament.    Thefe  meetings  had  diflributed  their  refolutions 
throughout  the  kingdom.    To  corroborate  his  obfervations  on 
this  point,  he  read  the  minutes  and  refolutions  entered  into  at 
that  time,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  names  of 
.  thofe  who  were  prefent  at  fuch  meetings ;  it  would  be  found 
that  they  were  not  men  of  a  defcription  low  and  inconCderable, 
but  forae  of  the  firft  chara£ters  in  the  kingdom :  In  the  lift  of 
.  the  members  were  the  names  of  the  Dukes  of  Portland  and 
Richmond,'  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  the  Earls  of  Derby, 
Egremont,  and  Coventry,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Thomas  Grenville, 
and  the  Hon.  Thomas  Townihend,  who  was  as  eager  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  objefl  as  others.   Thefe  were  chara£lers  wliofe  rank, 
influence,  and  weight  in  the  country,  was  more  to  be  dreaded 
.  than  thofe  of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  had  adverted.     Their 
addrefles  had  been  fent  to  Hereford,  and  were  objefled  to 
there,  as  tending  to  overturn  the  Legiflature,  and  to  produce 
meafures  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution. 

Thefe  proceedings,  at  that  time,  were  far  more  violent  than 
thofe  of  any  of  the  Societies  of  the  prefent  day;  and  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  them  was  to  overawe  the  condufi  of  Par- 
liament in  a  much  more  determined  and  effectual  manner  ; 
yet  the  Legiflature  had  not  thought  fit  to  take  any  notice  of 
them  at  all.  Notwithftanding  the  forbearance  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  at  that  time,  it  had  not  been  known  that 
any  harm  refulted  from  thefe  proceedings ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  country  had  never  experienced  a  more  unexampled  and 
peaceable  (late  of  profperity  than  it  did  for  a  confiderable  time 
afterwards. 

He  next  adverted  to  the'proccedings  of  the  Common  Coun-: 
cil  of  London  and  the  city  of  York,  which  refolved,  that  the 
introduftion  of  the  Contraftors*  Bill  was  a  clear  proof  of  his 
Majefty^s  minifters  to  perfevere  in  extending  to  the  Crowa  an 
unconftitutional  influence.  On  this  occafion,  he  faid,  that  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft  had  not  been  fufpended  j  and  he  aflscd,  of 

what 
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what  greater  crime  were  Hardy  and  Adams  charged,  than  that 
to  which  he  had  alluded  ?  The  moft  marked  thing,  he  faid,  in 
the  Report  was,  that  thefe  Societies  intended  to  affemble  a 
Convention  in  Oilober  next.     This  was  one  of  the  moft  fa- 
vourite iniprefTions  which  the  Committee  wiflied  to  make  on 
the  Houfe ;  but  how  this  could  be  conftrucd  into  a  crime  of 
high  treafon,  was  what  he  could  not  explain.*    The  names  of' 
Hamilton  Rowan  and  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler  had  been  intro* 
duced  to  prove,  that  there  was  a  fyftematic  plan  in  the  three 
kingdoms,  to  overawe  the  Government,  and  fubvert  the  con-' 
ftitution ;  but  the  vifit  of  thofe  gentlemen  tO  Edinburgh,  it' 
was  well  known,  was  of  quite  a  different  nature. 

His  Lordihip  contraftcd  and  pointed  out  the  inconfiftcncy  that 
appeared  between  the  Reports  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  dated  in  what  particulars  the  contradiftionsvveretobc  traced: 
He  confefled  he  was  rather  inclined  to  think,  that  moft  attention 
had  been  paid  to  the  drawing  up  of  the  Report  in  the  other  Houfe. 
It  was  ftated  by  the  one,  that  the  firft  appearance  of  thofe 
praftices  at  Edinburgh,  commenced  at  a  meeting  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Convention,  in  179^;  whereas  the  other  laid  particu- 
lar ftrefs  upon  two  former  meetings,  which  took  place  at 
Edinburgh  in  1792,  of  which  the  Reports  of  their  Lord Ihips* 
Committee  took  not  the  leaft  notice,  though  of  the  fame  kind 
as  the  Convention  held  in  1793. 

It  was,  he  faid,  a  little  whimfical  for  minifters,  of  all  men, 
to  undertake  to  prove  that  there  was  a  republican  party  in 
Great  Britain,  and  a  Royalift  party  in  France  •,  for  fuch,  with 
regard  to  their  arguments,  had  apparently  been  their  x)bje£t  of 
late.  Tins  in  his  mind  would  have  a  worfe  effc£l  than  any 
addrcfif  that  could  be  prefented  by  Froft  or  Barlow ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt,  Robefpierre  would  found  a  report  on  the  Se- 
cretary of  State's  fpeecl>  and  propofition,  that  would  make 
France  exult  in  the  weaknefs  of  the  minifter's  fupport  in  this 
country.     He  ihould  therefore  give  his  difTent  to  the  motion. 

TZv  Ear!  of  Coventry  rofc  tO  juftify  his  conduft  in  1780. 
The  objeft  had  at  that  time  been  folely  reform  of  Parliament ;  . 
an  objcft  purfued  by  peaceable,  legal,  and  conftitutional 
means.  There  had  at  that  time  been  no  attempt  to  call  a 
Convention,  or  to  procure  arms.  Without  being  guilty,  there- 
fore, of  the  fmallcft  inconfiftency,  the  Earl  faid,  he  fliould  that 
day  I'upport  the  motion  for  the  addrefs. 

Lord  Sydney  apologized  for  delaying  the  Noble  Earl  [Lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  rifcn  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Noble 
Vlfcount].  He  rofe,  he  faid,  in  confequence  of  the  perfdnal  allu- 
fion  that  had  been  made  to  him,  along  with  other  refpe£kable 
perfons',  he  declared  he  was  proud  oJF  having  his  name  mcn- 
N  n  2       .  tioncd 
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t/oned  with  that  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  i  the  fa£t  was,  that 
he  had  never  attended  thofe  meetings  more  than  once  or 
twice^  and  for  the  plained  reafon, — he  differed  in  a  great  degree 
from  them  upon  the  {uhjcGt  of  Parliamentary  Reform ;  hav- 
ing confented  to  join  the  meetings  unwilHngly,  on  condition 
tbat  they  went  no  farther  than  the  fuperadding  a  certaia 
number  of  Knights  for  Shires.  His  Lordiliip  faid,  he  found 
the  fchcmes  of  thofe  who  met  fo  wild  and  various,  that  he 
could  not  concur  but  with  very  few  of  them.  One  party  pro* 
pofed  the  additional  number  of  Knights  of  Shires,  and  ano- 
ther faid  it  was  only  adding  an  increafc  to  the  aridocracy.  An 
inftance  he  recolleded  that  was  peculiarly  fingular:  Among 
other  extravagant  propofitlons,  it  was  objcdcd  that  any  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  was  pure  enough  to  be  of  the  Committee 
(pT  managing  the  purpofes  of  the  meeting,  and  therefore  they 
rcjcGtcd  all  the  Members  of  Parliament  prcfcnt,  and  chofe  a 
perfon  •  who  had  been  con v idled  of  bribery  at  an  election,  and 
'^as  juft  come  out  of  the  Icing's  Bench  prifon,  as  one  of  the 
members.  Poflibly,  his  Lordfhip  fjid,  he  might  be  deemed  an 
ariftocrat  for  what  he  had  faid  that  day.  Hj  did  not  know 
precifely  what  an  artjiocrat  was.  In  Englifh  the  word  had  no 
corre£l  meaning.  In  France  it  M^as  a  word  of  abufe  much  in 
fafliion,  as  other  words  had  been  of  late,  and  he  iupp ofed  it 
aieant,  that  one  man  called  another  artjiocrat^  whom  he  wifhed 
to  have  aflaflinated  or  murdered.  Perhaps  a  flrange  advertife- 
meiit  f,  that  had  appeared  in  the  papers  that  day^  was  to  be  un- 
derftood  as  giving  a  dire£l  definition  of  it,  and  that  it  meant  a 
man  riding  in  a  carriage:  If  not,  he  really  knew  not  what  its 
meaning  was.  In  the  averfion^  which  he  had  always  enter- 
tained to  innovation  and  reform,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
concur  with  fome  of  the  mod  rcfpcdlable  perfons,  fuch  as  the 
prefent  Duke  of  Portland,  and  the  late  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham ;  names  which  it  was  impoflible  to  mention  without  the 
higheft  veneration  and  refpcft.  Finding  the  proceeding  of 
^e  meeting  fo  incongruous  as  he  had  datqd,  he  attended  one 

«  Mr.  Srsnd  Hoilis, 

"^  The  following;,  we  prefiunci  wis  the  advertifcment  allu4ed  to  by  hli 
Lonlfhip : 

*V  Wherpai  an  hii-cd  band  of  niffians  attacked  my  houfc  in  Mansficld- 
Areet,  in  the  dead  of  the  night  between  the  nth  anil  isth  of  June  intiant» 
and  fet  it  on  fire  at  differrnt  times  ;  ami  whereas  a  gentleman^s  carriage  paiT- 
ed  fevenl  timet  to  and  fro  in  hx>ntof  >ny  houfe,  and  the  airiftoci*ar  or  other 
perfon  who  wat  in  the  ikid  carriage,  give  money  to  the  people  in  the  ftreet 
to  encourage  them  &  this  Is  to  requrft  the  friends  of  liberty  and  good  order 
to  fend  me  any  authentic  information  they  can  procure,  refpe^^ing  the  name 
^nd  place  of-,abode  of  the  faid  Ariftocrat  or  other  peifon  who  was  in  the  car^ 
/iage  above-mentioned ;  it)  ordrr  that  he  m^y  be  made  amenable  to  the  law. 

•«  Jimf  lath,  179^.  srANHOPE." 

or 
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pr  two  meetings  only,  and  never  again  went  near  them.  Bat 
even  admitting,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  what  he  might  feri- 
oufly  deny,  that  he  had  been  as  eager  as  the  reft,  could  it  be 
charged  againft  that  meeting,  that  they  aimed  at  overawing 
Parliament,  or  had  rccourfe  to  arms,  to  be  privately  provided  r 
Was  there  any  among  them  at  that  period  who  entertained  or 
were  fufpefied  of  any  defigns  of  overturning  the  conftitution? 
They  knew  too  well  how  much  eafier  it  was  ,to  throw  dowa 
than  to  b^ild  up ;  nor  were  they  fo  wild  as  to  think  of  fubfti- 
tuting  vain  fancies  and  untried  fpeculation,  for  the  folid  ad- 
yantages  of  experience  and  wifdom.  With  refpeft  to  the  pre- 
fent  (ituation  of  affairs,  he  was  fo  convinced  of  the  danger 
which  had  been  impending  over  our  heads,  that  he  cordially 
affented  to  the  propriety  of  the  Report  made,  and  of  couric 
would  fupport  the  addrefs  then  moved. 

Tte  Earl  of  Lauderdale  explained,  by  declaring  that  the  Noblo 
Lord  who  fpoke  laft  had  totally  mifunderftood  the  arguments  ho 
tad  ufed.  He  had  not  thrown  any  imputation  upon  that  Society 
pf  which  the  Noble  Lord  had  been  a  member ;  but  had  averted 
fis  a  fa£t,  that  the  fame  imputations  of  difaffedion  and  difloyalty, 
fo  liberally  bellowed  in  the  prefent  day  upon  certain  Societies, 
were  equally  liberally  fcattcred  at  that  period  upon  that  So- 
9iety. 

i'he  Earl  of  Mansfield  declared,  that  he  felt  more  than  or- 
dinary anxiety  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  as  he  was  about  to 
deliver,  not  merely  his  own  fentiments  upon  the  Report  before 
their  Lordfliips.  but  thofe  with  which  he  had  been  charged  by 
a  Noble  Friend  (the  Duke  of  Portland),  then  fufiering  under 
the  fevcreft  rhisfortoif;  that  could  wring,  the  heart  of  man, 
who  jet  fo  far  remembered  his  public  duties,  amidft  his  pri- 
vate woes,  as  to  Qommiflion  him  thus  publicly  to  declare  his 
perfect  approbation  of,  and  acquiefcence  in,  the  Report  made 
by  their  Committee,  and  the  meafure  now  founded  upon  that 
Report^  'The  Committee  might  therefore  be  confidered  as 
having  been' unanimous  in  their  agreement  to  the  Report, 
Thus  far,  the  Earl  faid,  he  had  fpoken  for  another ;  the  reft 
that  he  ihould  fay  was  to  b,e  regarded  as  his  own  private  fenti- 
ments upon  the  fubjedt;.  The  Noble  Earl  (Lauderdale)  had 
attempted  to  undervalue  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  prefent  Societies,  from  the  fuppofed  infignificance  both  of 
their  numbers  and  their  confequence.  With  refpeft  to  the 
former  of  thofe,  fuppofing  their  numbers  as  low  as  they 
pleafed,  as  few  as  100,  yet  there  was  not  a  fchool-boy  but 
knew  that  thefervile  war  which  (hook  the  Roman  republic  to 
its  very  foundation  was,  at  its  commencement,  carried  on  by 
no  more  than  feventy  flaves,  who  made  their  efcape,  and,  in 

fclf. 
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fclf-dcfcricc,  turned  upon  their  purfuers.  He  dated  the  great 
danger  thai  Edii.burjrh  had  cfcaped^  in  confequeiKc'of  the 
ftop  that  had  been  eticctually  put  to  any  farther  meeting  of  the 
Britifh  Convention  in  that  city,  and  the  jull  and  exemplary 
punifhment  of  fuch  of  its  members  as  had  been  convicted  of 
{edition.  With  regard  to  the  overt  afts  which  had  been  com- 
mitted)  he  referred  the  Houfe  to  the  Appendix  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  it  was  evident  from  their  plan,  that  the  members  of 
the  Britifli  Convention  meant  to  profit  by  what  had  happened 
in  London  in  the  fad  bufinefs  of  the  riots  of  the  year  1780. 
The  Bank  was  then  left  as  the  lad  object  of  the  rioters; 
vhereas  the  Scotch  Convention  meant  to  make  it  one  of  their 
firft.  Their  defign  was  to  make  a  iire  in  the  touni,  and 
4iraw  the  attention  of  the  foldiery  to  it,  in  order  to  indncc 
them  to  quit  the  Cad^e  and  bring  them  to  it,  and  then  to  feize 
the  Banks  and  the  Cadle  at  once,  having  previoufly  armed  their 
adherents  to  enable  them  to  make  a  formidable  refidance  to 
the  military.  He  therefore  confidcred  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
as  having  bad  a  mod  fortunate  efcape,  and  it  ought  to  be  a 
lefTon  to  their  Lordfliips  to  take  early  and  efFe£tual  meafures 

Sway  of  precaution,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  poflibiHty 
a  fimilar  danger  coming  nearer  to  their  own  doors.  He 
apf^ealed  to  the  Noble  Lord,  fo  (killed  in  Italian  poetry,  whe* 
thcr  it  did  not  remind  him  of  a  paflage,  which,  by  a  free 
tranflation  of  the  poet  *,  might  be  rendered  thus :  *^  Hav* 
^*  ing  reached  the  fhorc,  after  the  utmod  danger  from  the 
^  warring  elements,  he  looked  back  withliorror  and  tremula- 
*^  tion  on  the  dorm  that  he  had  efcaped.**  In  like  manner, 
no  idoubty  had  the  objc£k  of  the  Enflifli  Societies  been^ 
fuffered  to  come  within  the  reach  of  tnofe  who  aimed  at  it, 
they  would  have  a£ked,  and  feized  upon  the  perfons  of  the  \ 
magidrates  and  judges,  and  then,  after  having  opened  tlie 
prifo9S  to  incrcafe  their  force?,  proceeded  to  Parliament, 
armed  with  tlieir  pikes,  to  prclcnt  their  petitions  for  reform 
at  the  point  oi'  them,  w'nich  they  might  conceive  would  have  a 
more  graceful  appearance  than  if  done  in  any  other  manner. 
With  rcfpcct:  to  tlic  rank  and  confequcncc  of  tliofe  concerned 
in  the  prelect  confpiracies,  he  had  no  hcfitation  in  declaring 
it  as  his*  opinion,  that  the  Societies  who  appeared  to  dand  for- 
ward in  the  bufinefs,  were  but  the  tools  and  indruraents  in  the 
hands  of  others  more  intelligent  and  more  powerful,  who  art- 
fully kept  themfch'csbL hind  the  curtain,  and,  themfclves  con- 
cealed, played  off  their  pupj^cts  upon  the  Public.  His  Lord- 
fliipjudified  the  conduft  of  die  meetings  held  in  the  year  1780 

•  Dante, 

from 


41 


Juki  13.]      WOODr ALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REFORTS4  i^f 

from  any  impatation  of  treafon  anddifloyalty,  and  denied  that 
they  bore  refemblance  either  in  their  obje£t  or  their  means  of 
attaining  it,  to  thofe  meetings  made  the  lubjed  of  the  prefent 

*  Report.  Though  never  at  one  of  them  himfelf,  and  but  little 
acquainted  with  them,  he  could  lay  down  that  pofition.  No 
man  at  any  of  thofe  meetings  held  the  ftrong  language  that 
had  been  held  in  the  more  modern  Societies,  as  ftated  in  their 
own  papers  printed  in  the  Report  then  under  confideratioiu 
No  man  talked  of  reforting  to  arms,  or  relying  upon  them- 
felves  and  their  own  rules,  with  utter  contempt  of  the  autfao« 
rity  of  Parliament  and  the  moft .  folemn  a£ls  of  the  Legilla- 
turc.     With  regard  to  the  argument  of  the  Noble  Earl,  that 

*  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  publication  of  thofe 
plots,  by  means  of  the  propofed  Addrefs,  he  denied  the  argu- 
ment altogether.  There  might  indeed  have  been  fome  danger 
on  one  of  the  grounds  dated  by  the  Noble  Earl,  if  the  Addrefii 

'  had  been  in  any  degree  perfonal,  but  there  could  be  none^ 
worded  as  the  Addrefs  was,  in  a  general  manner  alluding  to 
notorious  fa£ls,  but  ftudioufly  avoiding  to  allude  to  perfons 
now  under  progrefs  to  trial.  Neither  could  it  tend  to  infpirc 
the  French  with  an  idea  that  a  (bong  party  in  their  favour 
cxifted  in  this  country,  and  to  fliew  how  much  he  differed 
from  his  Noble  Friend  in  his  conception  of  the  cfFeft  of  the 
condu6i  of  Government  in  this  mealure,  he  would  endeavour 
to  make  a  fpeech  for  Barrere  upon  the  principle  ftated  by  the 
Noble  Earl.  Barrere,  in  his  opinion,  would  addrefs  the  Na- 
tional Convention  and  his  auguft  and  bare-breeched  hearers  in 
fome  what  like  the  following  terms:  "  This  is  a  moft  unfortu- 
,  ^'  nate  difcovery  in  England,  unfortunate  in  point  of  time, 
*^  and'equally  unfortunate  in  its  probable  confequences ;  our 
**  friends  are  ftopped  in  their  career,  and  the  refult  is  to  us 
"  difaftrous  in  the  extreme,  fince  it  proves  that  ninety-nine 
'^  out  of  a  hundred  are  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
**  ment  and  Conftitution  of  their  country." 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rofe  again  to  explain.  He  faid  he 
had  lived  too  long,  ihort  as  was  his  political  experience,  to 
look  for  any  thing  like  politjcal  confiftency  in  almoft  any  cha- 
rafter  living.  He  read  an  extract  from  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond's letter  to  Colonel  Sharman,  to  prove  that  men  no  lower 
in  rank,  in  confequence,  than  his  Grace,  had,  on  the  fubjedt 
of  Parliamentary  Reform,  ufed  as  ftrong  language  as  any  that 
had  been  ufed  in  the  circulatory  letters  of  the  Correfponding 
Societies.  The  fame  obloquy  tnat  had  been  caft  on  thefe  So- 
cieties, had  been  caft  during  the  American  war  on  thofe  who 
then  ventured  to  oppofe  the  meafures.of  Government,  as 
would  be  rccolleded  by  fome  of   their  Lordfliips  \    fimflar 

charges 
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charges  in  particular  had  been  been  ftated  of  their  carrying  on 
a  correfpondence  with  th^  enemy. 

Tie  ijord  Chancelkr  drew  the  di(tin£lion  which  he  con* 
oeived  clearly  marked  the  extreme  difference  between  the  meet* 
ings  in  17809  and  thbfe  of  the  ^refent  day.    Had  the  lattet, 
like  the  former,  contented  themfelves  with  mere  words,  and  not 
proceeded  to  ibmething  more,  to  overt  ads  of  treafon,  it  Was  not 
to  be  conceived  ftat  the  Executive  Government  would  not  in  one 
inftance  as  in  the  other,  hare  pafled  fliem  by  m  filence ;  but 
when  the  contrary  was  known  to  every  man,  not  only  from 
the  Report,  but  from  the  genera)  and  public  notdriety  of  the 
fad,  furely  Govemmeht  was  no£  £0  be  accufed  of  tardinefs, 
who  had  uniformly  applied  the  remedy  as  the  difeafe  appeared^ 
and  who  had  only  delayed  the  laft  decifive  meafufes,  until  fur- 
ther hefitation  might  havd  involved  them  In  the  dangerous 
fituation  of  having  adual  infurredion  to  refill.    With  refpeft 
to  the  Report  itfelf,  there  were  one  or  two  points  only  to 
which  he  intended  to  allude.    It  had  been  aflerted,  b^  the 
Noble  Early  that  the  treafonable  defigns  weri  artfully  codpled 
with  the  meeting  of  the  Britilh  Convention|in  Edinburgh,  by 
fiating  that  this  was  the  firft  appearance  of  them.  And  he  had 
argued  againft  theJalfity  of  this  pofition,  by  reminding  them 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  l^9^-    That  Conven* 
tion  was  by  no  means  fimilar  in  proceeding  to  that  held  in 
1793.    I'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Delegates  from  other  Societies ;  it  \ 

did  not  avow  an  intention  to  overawe  the  Legiflature ;  and^ 
what  was  mod  material  of  all,  it  did  not  prepare  arms  and  | 

avow  a  defign  to  fubvert  and  overturn  the  Covernmeht.  His 
Lordfiiip  defended  the  Report  as  confident,  grounded  in  the 
fads  it  dated,  and  both  proper  and  judifiable  according  to  the 
evidence.  With  regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, he  declared,  he  had  not  feen  it,  btxt  he  (hould  imagipe 
it  was  pretty  much  the  fame  as  that  of  their  own,  imlefs  the 
Committee  of  the  other  Houfe  had  before  them  evidence  adduced 
which  had  not  been  brought  before  their  Lordfliips'  Committee; 
With  regard  to  the  other  point,  that  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan 
and  Mr,  Simon  Butler,  a:»  coming  over  from  Ireland  to  Scot- 
land, as  Delegates  from  the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen,  for 
the  purpofe  ot  attending  the  Britilh  Convention,  the  Com- 
mittee, equally  ignorant  of  what  might  have  been  the  motives 
ot  intentions  of  thofe  Gentlemen  in  vifiting  Edinburgh,  had 
guardedly  dated,  that  they  appeared  inthe  Convention.  If  there 
were  other  pcrfons  who  had  better  fources  of  information,  He  was 
forry  it  was  not  known  to  the  Committee;  he  for  one  woilld 
only  fay,  tliat  had  he  been  aware  that  the  Noble  Earl,  from  his 
fupcrior  means  of  intelligence,  was  fo  capable  of  giving  in- 
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forfnatioD,  and  throwing  particular  light  upon  the  bufinefsi  ag 
he  feemed  to  be  from  lus  fpeech,  he  would  have  advifed  the 
Committee  to  have  intreated  the  Noble  Earl's  Attendance  and 
afliftance.  In  like  maaner  too,  if  thcf  had  thought  the  Noble 
Lord  could  have  given  them  better  information  on  this  fub- 
]€&,  they  (hould  certainly  have  defired  him  to  amend  their 
Report. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  fpoke  once  more  in  explanation ;  he  < 
faid,  be  certainly  (hould  perfift  in  maintaining,  that  imperfeA 
and  vague  charges  againit  perfons  under  accufation,  an4 
iandionedby  that  Houfe,  were  much  more  prejudicial  to  them 
than  a  fair  and  complete  ftatement  of  their  fuppofed  offences  ^ 
becaufe  if  the  latter  was  given,  every  man  could  make  up  his 
jnind  impartially  oh  the  fubjefi,  whereas  he  could  not  do  fo 
from  partial  infinuations,  fuch  as  the  Report  contained. 
With  regard  to  infinuations  of  another  fort,  which  the  Noble 
^nd  I^earned  Lord  had  thrown  out  againft  him  perfonally9 
about  his  fources  of  information  and  connexions  with  thofe 
Societies,  it  was  well  known  how  totally  groundlefs  and  falfe 
they  were  \  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  knew  that  to  be  the 
cafe ;  and  as  often  as  he  ehofe  to  indulge  himfelf  in  bringing 
them  forward,  he  would  treat  them  with  the  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt they  deferved.  There  was  not  an  aAion  of  his  lite  he 
would  net  gladly  have  known  to  every  one  of  their  Lordihips  \ 
and  his  chandler  and  condud  were  too  well  known  to  the 
Itoufe  and  to  the  country,  and  too  firmly  eftablifhed,  to  be 
fhakcn  bv  any  inGnuation  that  could  fall  front  the  Learned 
Lord,  wno,  when  he  contended  with  him  upon  law,  treated 
him  with  wit;  when  upon  matter  of  fa£l,  with  infinuation. 
The  whole  of  his  knowledge  refpe£ling  Mr.  Rowan  and  Mr. 
Butler's  yifit  to  Edinburgh^  was  drawn  from  the  Reports  of 
both  Houfes,  and  from  the  general  notoriety  of  what  every 
pian  in  Scotland  knew  as  well  as  hittifelf. 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  in  explanation,  decbred^  that  he  meant  ^ 
po  infinuation  whatever  witn  refpcft  to  the  Noble  Earl}  nor  * 
jcould  he  conceive  any  reafon  why,  upon  the  mention  of  the 
names  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  and  Mr.  Simon  Butler, 
the  motives  of  whofe  journey  to  Scotland  the  Noble  Earl 
feemed  to  be  aware  or,  he  (hould  imagine  that  he  meant 
any  thing  like  a  perfonal  or  offenfive  allufion.  Though  the 
caufe  of  thofe  Gentlemen's  vifit  might  be  known  to  every  per. 
fon  in  Scotland,  he  affured  the  Noble  Earl  it  was  not  known 
to  him. 

The  queftion  on  the  Addre(s  was  put  and  carried  without  a 
divifion ;  and  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
their  concurrence. 

Vol.  IV.  O  o  Lord 
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Lord Grenvillepivt  notice.  That  he  woald  on  Tuefday  the 
1 7th,  move  the  Thanks  of  ^e  Houfe  to  Admiral  Lord  Hood, 
and  the  Officers  and  Men  under  his  command,  for  their  fer* 
▼ices  in  the  Mediterranean.— Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  June  13. 
There  being  only  fifteen  Members  prefent,  they  neceflarily 
feparated. 

HOUSE    OF    lords- 
Saturday,  June  14. 
Sent  a  Meflage  to  the  Comn>on$,  that  their  Lozdihips  would 
further  proceed  in  the  Trial  of  Warfcn  ffaftingSi   Efq.  on 
Monday  the  i6th. 

The  Penitentiary  Houfe  Bill  w^s  read  a  third  time,  and 
fome  amendments  propofed  by  the  (lOrd  Chancellor,  paflcd| 
and  ordered  back  to  the  pomfnops.^— Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday,  June  14. 

Received  a  Meflage  from  the  Lords,  that  their  Lordfliips 

would  proceed  further  on  the  Trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  on 

Monday  the  i6th. 

There  being  only  three  Members  prefent,  they  feparated. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  June  16. 

After  their  Lo^^dfliips'  return  fiom  the  Trial  of  Mr.HaftingSj, 
it  was  move^i  That  their  Lordfliips  be  fummoned  to  attend 
their  duty  in  the  Houfe  on  the  17th. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mo N DAT,  Jt^»e  16. 
An  Addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  the  King,  tp 
make  feme  provifion  for  the  Chaplain  of  the  Houfe. 

'I'he  printing  of  the  Journals  was  ordered,  and  1200I.  for  the 
expence,  and  alfo  for  the  expence  of  printing  Reports,  BiU^ 
and  Papers  for  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefented  the  Militia  returns,  whic}! 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

ADDRESS. 
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ADDRESS. 

Two  of  the  Judges  birotight  lip  an  Addrefs  from  the  Lords 
jtb  his  Majefty,  upOn  the  Sec6hd  Report  of  the  Secret  Com* 
xnitteC)  to  whieh  they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Com* 
mons. 

Tiie  Ghafkelloi^  of  the  Exchequer^  after  the  reading  of  the  Ad-* 
drefs,  propofed^  that  it  (hotdd  ht  donfideted  in  £e  Order  o£ 
Day. 

IMPEACHMBNT  01^  VITARREN  HASTINOS,  ES(^ 
7%^  Chancilhrrf  the  Exchequer  gavp  notice,  that,  as  the 
charges  againft  Warren  Haftings,  £fq.  for  High  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanours,  were  now  clofed,  he  (hould  to-morrow  make 
a  motion^  that  the  Thanks  of  that  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Ma^ 
nagers  for  their  conduft  of  the  Impeachment. 

SECOND  R£PORT  OF  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  Up  vsirious  pabers^ 
by  way  of  Supplement  •  to  the  Second  Report  of  the  dom-* 
mittee  of  Secredy,  whIcl\Wdre  read.  They  cbutairied  a  lettei^ 
froih  Charies  Grey,  Efq.  Member  of  that  Houfe,  to  the  Right 
Hoii.  William  Pitt,  inclofing  others,  figned  by  Mra  Daniel 
Stuart.  The  purport  of  this  communication  from  Mr.  Grey 
to  the  Minifter  was,  to  (hew  there  had  not  been  anr  commu- 
nication between  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
of  which  Mr.  Grey  was  a  Member,  and  that  Convention 
which  Was  held  at  Edinburgh,  after  the  prodeediiigs,  of  that 
Convention  hoxt  the  appearance  of  violent  intentions,  fuch  as 
infifting  on  Univerfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments,  &c. 
The  Report  of  the  Commhtee  ftatdd  the  propriety  of  commu« 
nicating  the  whole  proceedings  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Skir-* 
Ving,  on  the  fubje£i  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform ;  that  letter 
he  had  ihewn  to  one  or  two  friends,  but  as  the  Society  could 
not  be  convened,  aild  no  Committee  was  fitting,  in  the  time 
required  for  an  anfwer,  he  fent  one  from  himfeUV  Acting,  that 
a  Member  of  the  Society,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  was  then 
in  Edinburgh,  with  whom  the  Secretary  to  the  Scottifli  Con* 
Vention  might  communicate.  Mr.  Grey  defended  the  Society 
from  cofrefponding  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Britifh  Con- 
vention, and  thought  it  extremely  ftrangc  that  this  letter,  in 
explanation  of  the  others,  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
Report 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  though  he  well  knew  when  the  Order  of 
the  Day  fliould  be  moved,  for  the  purpofc  of  taking  the  Second 
Part  ol  the  Report  of  die  Secret  Committee  into  confidera- 

\  *  Vide  the  Appendix  to  this  TOlume,  p.  1 84* 
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tioiif  that  there  would  be  an  opportamty  of  difcuIBng  the 
contents  of  the  papers  juft  read,  yet  he  could  <iot  enrit  that 
opportonity  of  faying  a  few  words>  which  naturally  fuggefte^ 
themfclves  on  hearing  the  Supplement  read.    Having  the  ho^ 
nour  of  being  a  Member  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Pe(^le,  he  night,  he  believed,  without  the  imputation  of 
tanity,  fairly  Uiy»  that  he  was  no  ftranger  to  that  truly  re- 
(jpeAable  body :  Feeling  himfelf  warranted  in  this  aflertion, 
he  could  not  help  declaring,  that  the  part  of  the  Supplement 
which  related  |o  that  Societyi  was  of  a  nature  'the  meft  «n^ 
eandid  $  to  fay  the  beft  of  it,  it  was  done  ia  a  careleis  manner. 
In  the  firft  plaoe,  it  contained  three  letters,  figned  by  Mr^i 
Stuart ;  the  srft  written  in  May,  the  fecond  in  ^e  middk  o£ 
O Aober  following,  and  the  third  in  the  latter  cad  of  the  bmt 
month,  and  all  in  the  year  1793.    If  Gentlemen  would  only 
^cnd  a  little,  they  would  find,  on  the  flighteft  examination^ 
diat  thefe  three  letters  were  written  by  Mr.  Stuart  in  his  indi^ 
^dualy  and  not  in  his  official  capacity.    It  was  eafy  to  fee* 
from  the  tran{a£Uons  of  that  Society,  and  from  a  letter  in: 
^at  ¥ery  Supplement,  that  when  Mr.  Stuart  a&ed  in  his  ofi* 
cial  capacity,  he  always  faid,  '^  Signed  by  order  of  the  Com« 
mittee,'^  Dan.  Stuart,  Secretary  to  the  Friends  of  the  People. 
Independent  of  this,   the  language  of  thofe  three  letters, 
which  he  had  juft  mentioned,  was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  con^ 
tince  the  Committee,  tliat  it  was  the  language  of  a  perfon 
toting  from  himfelf.     He  maintained,  that  there  appeared  in 
the  Report  fomcthing  like  an  intention  to  infinuatet  that  there 
e^ifted  between  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  and 
that  of  the  Convention  at  Edinbufgh,  a  connexion  from  be* 
ginning  to  end ;  whereas  it  appeared  thai  no  fuch  connexion 
had  cxiftcd  further  than  while  that  ConTentit>A  profeflTed  to 
have  nothing  in  view  but  a  Reform  in  Parliament :  This  waf* 
evident  from  the  whple  tenour  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Stuart, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
(igned  by  him,  and  written  by  him  as  a  private  gentleman, 
and  not  m  his  official  capacity,  direded  to  Mr.  Skirving  at 
Edinburgh,    No  correfpondence  was  conrinued  after  April' 
1793.     A  vote  of  thanks  was,  indeed,  fent  in  May,  to  the 
Delegates  of  the  Scotch  Convention  for  their  collateral  etidea^ 
vours  to  procure  a  ParliamentarY  Reform;    but  the   'vote 
of  thanks  was  fent  in  common  with  others,  to  the  feveral  So* 
cieties  inftituted  for  that  purpofe.    The  Scotch  Convention 
was  compofed  of.  Gentlemen  efteemed  both  for  their  rank,- 
qualities,    and    education)    but  when   it  changed  its  title, 
and  admitted  other  people,  all  intercourfe  ceafedr     He  con- 
tended, that  it  was  not  jfair  to  charge  the  Society  with  the  con« 
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tents  of  a  tetter  expreffing  the  fentitnens  of  a  private  gentle- 
man  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  muft  fays  that,  from  the  let^r» 
thetnfelTes,  there  was  not  to  be  extra^ed  a  fentimeat  whick 
any  man  of  honour  need  be  aihamed  of;  and  from  what  he 
knew  of  Mr.  Stuart,  he  would  fay»  it  was  not  likely  that  hc- 
fhotfld  be  engaged  in  any  thing  that  could  call  for  the  fofpicioa 
of  the  Committee,  or  the  cenfure  of  that  Houfe.  If  minify 
to»  had  any  doubts  on  this  fubjeA,  he  wiflied  to  kno^  vkf 
they  did  not  fend  for,  and  examine  Mr.  Stuart :  If  they  had 
done  fo,  every  doubt  and  fufpicion  would  have  been  cleared  up 
at  once.  He  did  not  think  that  any  part  of  this  bufinefs  moited 
much  attention,  further  dian  tihat  it  proved  the  inatteaciov 
«f  the  Committee  who  formed  the  Report,  without  «nakiRg'tlie 
<Kftindion  between  the  formal  fignature  of  Mr.  Stuart,  as  Se* 
cretary  to  the  Society,  and  that  of  his  name  as  «  private 
gentleman,  to  a  letter  expreffive  of  his  own  featiments  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Society.  From  this  inaccuracy  in  the  Report 
in  one  part,  he  could  not  think  favourably  of  the  whole  of  it « 
but  he  muft  again  fay,  he  faw  in  the  letter  nothing  that  $M$ 
IrelUwtiher  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country  ought  to  be 
aflnmed  to  avoW.  The  inference  then  to  be  drawn  was,  thaC 
k  convinced  him  more  and  more  of  the  caution  with  whidi 
the  whole  of  the  Report  fliould  be  receiyed^  for  if  the  Conw 
mittee  ventured  to  place  fuch  a  paper  as  the  prefent  before  the 
Houfe,  which  certainly  called  upon  every  Gentleman  in.  it, 
who  belonged  to  the  Society  to  which  it  referred,  and  whoi^ 
however  unimportant  the  matter,  muft  feel  themfelves  cadk^ 
itpon  to  6etc£t  every  error  that  prefented  itfetf,  what  muft  it 
be  with  refpe£l  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Report  ?  He  wap 
forry  for  having  troubled  the  Houfe  fo  long  on  a  point  that 
was  fcarcely  worthy  of  notice ;  but  he  thought  he  could  no^ 
in  juftice  to  the  Houfe^  fay  lefs.  There  was  another  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Stuart,  which  he  hoped  the  Committee  had  not 
found,  becanfe,  if  they  had  found  it,  the  Committee  muft  be 
convinced,  that  Mr.  Stuart  a£^ed  merely  as  an  individual  ^ 
fincc  in  that  very  letter  to  which  he  alluded,  the  writer  openlf 
•acknowledges,  that  he  a£{ed  from  himfelt  alone  in  that  cor<^ 
fefpondence  wkh  Mn  Skirving.  If  the  Committee  hail 
•iound  it,  he  Was  certain  they  fhould  have  given  it  a  place  witk 
the  reft. 

Tie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
Secret  Committee,  and  infifted  that  they  could  not  have  a£ted 
otherwife  than  they  didy  confiftent  with  their  daty.  Thofe 
letters  figned  by  Mr.  Stuart,  were  found  upon  Skirving  when 
he  was  apprehended.  The  Hon.  Member  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had 
charged  the  Committee  with  careleflnefs ;  if  the  Hon.  Mem« 
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her  wmild  refled  a  Iictle>  he  would  find  that  the  epithet  was 
Very  improperly  applied.  When  the  Supplement  was  drawing 
vpi  he  was  ready  to  confefs,  that  the  Committee  entertained 
feme  doubts  as  to  thofe  letters  ^  fof  they  did  obferve,  that 
feme  were  figned  by  Mr.  Stuart,  with  the  addition  of  *<  S&a 
cretary  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People*'*  and  that 
others  were  not.  How  did  the  Committee  zGt  on  that  occa- 
fion?  In  the  moft  candid  and  commendable  manner  in  hi« 
opinion.  Thofe  which  feemed  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Staart  in 
Vis  individual  capacity,  they  infeited  merely  without  any  com* 
ment ;  and  yet,  when  they  compared  the  lanruage  of  diofb 
ktters  with  that  of  the  official  oneS»  the  refembiance  was  fo 
ftrong,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fay  what  line  of  diftinfiioo 
fliouldbe  drawn  {  efpecially  when  it  was  confidered,  that  they 
came  from  the  pen  of  a  Secretary^  who  was  hi|^  in  the  confi* 
dence  of  the  Society. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  mentioned  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Stuart  to  Skirving,  which  that  Hon.  Gentleman 
hid,  he  hoped  the  Committee  had  not  found :  He  (aid  fo^  per« 
haps,  becaufe  he  was  pretty  cenain  the  Committee  had  found 
it,  but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  infert  it.  That  letter  was 
written  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  which  Mr.  Stuart  had  recenrcd 
from  Mr.  Skirving  in  OAober  laft,  immediately  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Britiih  Convention  in  Scotland ;  the  latter 
had  exprefled  a  very  eameft  wifli,  that  the  Society  of  tht 
Friends  of  the  People  in  London  would  fend  a  Delegate  to  the 
Britifli  Convention.  Mr.  Stuart,  in  reply,  informs  him,  iii 
the  firft  place,  that  the  notice  viras  too  fhort  $  that  moft  of  the 
Members  of  the  Society  were  out  of  town  $  that  it  would 
be  neceflary  to  call  a  Committee,  in  order  to  call  a  General 
Meeting ;  that  fuch  a  thing  was  not  in  his  power ;  he  only 
aded  as  Secretary,  and  that  his  correfpondence  with  Mr» 
Skirving  was  merely  that  of  an  individual.  He  had,  at  the 
fame*time,  fpoken  to  fome  of  the  Members,  and  that  one  of 
them,  a  Noble  Lord  (Lauderdale),  was  at  that  time  in  £din«- 
burgh  \  he  did  not  doubt,  however,  if  Mr.  Skirving  confulted 
^is  Lordftiipfthat  he  would  receive  him  with  all  that  po)itene& 
which  belonged  to  his  chara£ler.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex*^ 
chequer  faid,  hf  could  not  conclude  without  making  one  ob>> 
fcrvation,  that  ]^r.  Stuart,  in  one  of  thofe  very  letters,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  written  by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  defines  Mr. 
Skirving  to  tranfmit  to  him  the  Edinburgh  Ga2etteer,  a  paper 
which  contained  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  Britiih 
Convention,  and  to  charge  it  to  the  account  of  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People, 

Mr. 
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^Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  his  objeftions  to  the  fuppreflion 
pT  that  letter  were  not  removed.  Mr.Stuartvin  his  correfpond- 
cnce,  whenever  he  wrote  officiallv,  figned  himfelf  *•  Secretary 
to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  ot  the  People/'  but  he  did  not 
appear  in  that  character  with  refpe£l  to  the  letter  in  queftion. 
Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  could  not  help  oUerving,  that  even  dates 
yrcTt  perverted  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  involving  faQs  that 
had  not  the  leaft  relation  to  each  other.  He  challenged  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentlemani  and  all  thofe  who  aQed  with  him,  to 
produce  a  Tingle  indance  in  which  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People  in  London  had  held  any  communication  with 
the  Scotch  Convention,  or  under  whatever  name  it  afterwards 
aflumed,  fave  and  except  once9  and  once  only,  and  that  was 
in  1792,  when  a  number  of  Gentlemen,  amongft  whom  were 
to  be  found  chara£lers  of  the  firft  refpe£lability  in  that  part  of 
the  country^  aflemblcd  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
taining a  Reform  in  Parliament.  The  views  of  thofe  Gentle- 
men were  limited  to  that  obje£l  only,  and  did  not  extend  to 
"Univcrfal  Suffrage,  or  Annual  Parliaments.  They  tranfmitted 
^  the  Society  to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging,  a 
copy  of  ^►cfolutions  that  had  received  their  concurrence,  the 
receipt  of  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  aSembled  at  Freemafons'  Tavern.  It 
.w^s  true,  that  in  May  X793>  (hortly  after  he  had  the 
honour  of  making  a  motion  in  that  Houfe  for  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  in  confe- 
quencc  pf  the  failure  of  that  motion,  addreiLbd  the  different 
.Societies  embarked  in  the  fame  caufe,  and  encouraged  them  to 
pcrfcvcre  in  the  objeft  of  their  purfuit  till  it  was  attained. 
Thisaddrefs  was  of  a  general  nature,  and  dire£lcd  to  all.  Why 
then  wreft  it  from  its  true  charader,  and  apply  it  to  the  Crititli 
Convention  alone  ?  It  was  by  no  means  candid  fo  to  drain  t!ie 
nature  and  meaning  of  that  letter;  nor  did  he  expccl  that  It 
would  have  bqen  done  ;  but  it  was  eafy  to  fee  for  what  pur- 
pofe thefe  alarms  were  calculated. 

Mr.  Grey  next  caljed  the  attention  of  the  Iloufv:  to  the 
Supplement,  in  order  to  (hew  that  the  Committee,  at  tlie  very 
firft  view,  could  not  but  be  convinced,  that  the  tliree  letters, 
iigned  by  Mr.  Stuart,  without  any  addition  to  his  name,  were 
written  in  his  individual  capacity;  and,  that  if  they  e\'en 
(hould  be  fo  far  miftaken  at  the  firit  view,  as  to  fuppofe  they 
were  written  in  his  official  capacity,  that  the  letter  to  whicu 
his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  alluded,  and  which  the 
'  Right  Hon.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acknowledged  to  be 
in  po0eflion  of,  the  Committee  would  have  fet  them  right. 
He  wiihed  to  know  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  omillion  of 
' that 


sn  WOODFALL^S  PARUAMBNTiUty  REPORTS.       [Commom^ 

that  letter.  At  the  fame  time  be  did  not  wi{h,  by  znj  meaiWt 
to  have  it  underilood,  that  he  was  anxious  to  draw  the  dif* 
tindion  between  Mr.  Stuart  in  his  offic^ial  and  individual  ca- 
pacity 'j  if  thefe  unauthorifed  letters  from  Mr.  Stuart  contained 
nothing  more  than  what  he  had  juft  heard  read,  he  declared  he 
was  ready  to  avow  every  fentiment  which  they  contained. 

Mr.  Lambton  faid,  when  the  Firft  Part  of  the  Report  wai 
brought  upi  he  read  it  with  all  the  attention  in  his  power,  he 
felt  himfelf  upon  that  ground  authorifed  to  fay,  that  he  was 
not  induced  to  pay  the  moft  implicit  faith  to  the  contents  of  it. 
In  many  indances  he  found  the  fa£bs,  ftatcd  as  they  were  in  the 
Report,  did  not  lead  to  the  deductions  of  the  Committee  -,  but^ 
ki  the  prefent  inftance,  witli  refpeft  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends' 
of  the  People,  it  was  plain  to  what  a  dilemma  the  Committee 
were  driven :  And  again,  if  the  letters  written  by  Mr.  Stuart, 
in  his  individual  capacity,  were  written  in  his  official,  what  did 
they  contain  ?  Did  they  encourage  tbe  Britifh  Convention  to 
go  to  the  lengths  they  went  ?  By  no  means ;  on  the  contrary^ 
diey  breathed  the  language  of  moderation  I 

Major  Maitland  declared  that  he  Ihould  not  have  fpoken  in 
the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  were  it  not  for  an  allufion 
that  had  been  made  to  a  noble  relation  of  his  in  one  of  Mr« 
Stuart's  letters.  There  was  no  perfon  who  had  the  honour  of 
being  admitted  to  the  acquaintance  of  that  Noble  Lord 
(Lauderdale)  who  would  venture,  he  prefumed,  to  take  any 
improper  liberties  with  his  name,  as  that  Noble  Lord  had  not 
lent  his  name  to  any  wild  plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  fuch 
as  annual  Parliaments,  univerfal  fuffrage,  &c.  he  admitted  only 
thofe  to  his  confidence  that  he  found  worthy  of  it.  He  aflrure4 
the  Houfe,  that  his  noble  relation  had  not  any  confidential  in^ 
formation  what  the  intentions  of  the  Britifh  Convention  were, 
nor  had  he  any  communication  with  its  Members.  He  ^as 
applied  to  by  Mr.  Skirving,  and  refufed  his  countenance,  ob- 
ferving,  that  he  feared  from  the  charafter  of  certain  perfons 
admitted  as  members  from  London,  fome  violent  meafure  might 
be  introduced  \  the  Noble  Lord  conjured  the  Convention  there- 
fore to  be  cautious,  prcfcribing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  perfeverance 
in  their  efforts  to  e^e£t  a  Parliamentary  Reform  on  conftitu- 
tional  grounds,  but  entreating  them  alfo  to  perfevere  with 
temper  and  moderation,  as  well  as  firmness,  and  not  aim  at 
objefts,  which  even  if  attained,  might  lead  to  extremes,  ^rfiich 
every  conGderate  man  mufl  wiih  to  avoid. 

Mr.  Francis  wiflied  that  Mr.  Stuart's  letter  to  Mr.  Skirving, 
which  the  Committee  had  omitted,  fhould  be  read,  as  he  under^ 
flood  it  was  a  fhort  one,  and  as  the  Committee  were  in  poflcf* 
fion  of  it.    The  letter  was  accordingly  read.r- Mr.  Francis  then 

3  comv 


J«tis  i(.]        MTOODPALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  dSft 

commented  an  it,  in  order  to  (heWf  that  if  it  had  been  inferted, 
it  would  have  faved  the  Houfe  much  time  in  difcuffion,  as  it 
would  at  once  feparate  thofe  articles  which  th^  Committee 
feemed  anxious  to  confounds  ,  ' 

Mr,  Sheridan  rofe  to  explain.  He  pointed  out  feveral  arti* 
des  which  appeared  to  be  confounded  with  refpeft  to  dates,  ani 
faid  that  as  fo  many  miftak^s  in  the  Report  had  been  dete^ed^ 
ihe  Houfe  had  a  right  to  difbelieve  the  whole,  and  thus  the 
Report  was  of  no  value.  He  could  not  advife  Mr.  Grey  If 
pra£tife  £andourjh^czvSt^  judging  from  the  implieations  atid  iiw 
£nuations  made  in  their  Report»  he  could  not  proraife  him  n 
return  of  candour  from  the  Committee.  For  his  part,  he 
could  difcover  no  impropriety  in  either  of  Mr.  Stuart's  letters; 
nor  (hould  he^  were  they  written  under  his  direction,  be  afraid 
ol  any  confequences,  or  aihamed  to  difavow  them.  He  fai4 
there  were  three  untruths  in  the  Report,  whicfi  confifted  in 
jthe  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  the  letters  writ«> 
ten  by  Mr.  Stuart  on  the  23d  of  July  and  the  29th  of  0£iober» 
He  Mras  forry  the  Comniictee  had  feen  the  letter  which  ex* 
plained  the  innocence  of  the  Society,  becaufe  it  betrayed  the 
malice  or  the  negligence  of  the  Committee ;  and  theretore,  iot 
their  honour,  he  wiflied  ic  had  been  never  Deen.  The  reafoH 
for  the  intentional  omifCon  of  this  letter  was  aferibed  to  a  de^ 
licate  regard  fpr  the  reputation  of  a  Nobleman  incorporated  io 
Ihat  Society.  [7%^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  be  was 
mifreprefented.j  He  had  really  fo  underftood  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  ;  and  if  be  was  deceived,  requeued 
fome  cogent  reafon  to  be  aOigned  for  the  omiifion  of  the 
letter  in  queftion.  The  fupprei&on  of  it  ^s  certainly  remark* 
able ;  for  if  anv  doubts  were  entertained  of  the  Society's  coUifr- 
fion,  it  would  nave  been  but  honourable  to  have  examined  the 
Secretary.  The  Secretary,  however,  not  having  been  esa^ 
mined,  and  parts  of  the  Report  being  (o  inaccurate,  he  declansii 
he  had  but  a  bad  opinion  of  the  reft  of  the  batch. 

The  Attomen  General  rofe  to  notice  certain  inadvertencies 
which  dropped  from  Mr.  Sheridan  in  his  fpeech ;  after  having 
touched  on  eaeh,  he  faid  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis,  that  if  that 
Honourable  Gentleman  knew  nothing  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Britiih  Convention,  he  ought  not  to  give  his  vote  that 
evening,  and  that  in  regard  to  him  the  Committee  had  mifpcnt 
their  time.  He  commented  on  Mr.  Stuart's  letters,  for  the 
purpofe  of  (hewing,  that  the  language  of  thofe  letters  would 
amount  almoft  to  a  proof,  that  they  were  not  written  by  Mr» 
Stuart  in  his  individual  capacity. 

.    yoL.IV,  Pp  Mr. 
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h\j  have  been  entertained  on  the  fubje£k.  There  was  ftill  one 
thing  more  upon  which  it  was  neceflary  to  fay  a  few  words, 
and  that  wasj  that  all  this  could  not  have  been  done,  nor  any 
of  their  plans  carried  into  execution,  without  force  -,  and  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  have  ufed  force,  no  man  could  doubt, 
wh9  read  the  papers  contained  in  the  Report,  which  not  only 
proved  the  intention,  but  the  a£iuai  ftate  of  preparation  in 
which  they  were  on  this  head,  as  well  as  how  much  their 
a£iiyity  in  planning  their  meafures  was  exceeded  by  the  extent 
of  their  execution  of  the  means  for  carrying  them  into  cStGt. 

There  had  been  fome  Hon.  Gentlonen,  who,  when  the 
temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cotfus  A(k  was  propofed, 
had  doubted  thefe  fads;  they  had,  however,  at  the  fame  time 
allowed,  that  if  they  had  fuiEcient  proofs  of  their  exiftence, 
they  would  be  as  ready  to  agree  to  the  meafure  then  debated, 
as  they  were  to  oppofe  it  at  that  time.  This,  he  thought,  was 
the  time  when  theyoueht,  and,  he  trufted,  would  retraft 
what  they  luul  faidof  their  former  doubts ;  of  this  he  was 
fure,  that  if  the  Report  on  the  table  could  not  produce  from 
them  that  acknowledgment,  nothing  that  he  could  fay  would 
have  any  efte£t.  Having  obferved  that  the  proceedings  of  thofe 
Societies  were  fo  much  reprobated,  and  particularly  by  adl  the 
real  friends  to  reform,  and  every  one  being  at  more  pains 
than  another  to  difclaim  all  connexion  with  them,  he  could 
not  imagine  that  a  difierence  of  opinion  exifted  in  chat 
Houfe  refpefbing  their  obje^is,  or  the  means  by  which  they 
had  intended  to  obtain  them,  and  therefore  he  trufted,  there 
would  be  an  unanimous  vote  for  the  addrefs  to  the  Throne, 
teftifying  their  abhorrence  and  dread  of  the  proceedings  which 
had  been  going  forward ;  and  likewife  their  fteady  atuchment 
to  the  conftitution,  and  determination  to  give  every  affiftance, 
and  ufe  their  utmoft  exertion  to  preferve  it  inviolate  from  the 
defperate  attacks  that  had  been  niade  upon  it.  He  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  the  Houfe  do  agree  to  the  Addrefs  voted 
«  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords." 

Mr.  Lamhton  defired  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  conceiving 
himfelf  alluded  to  in  an  obfervation  which  had  fallen  from  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lad.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  expeded  fupport  from  thofe  who 
had  declared  their  readinefs  to  afford  that  fupport,  provided 
they  had  any  proof  of  the  colkfting  of  arms.  He  had  not, 
Mr.  Lambton  faid,  ever  promifed  his  fupport  upon  thofe 
terms  precifely ;  but  had  declared,  that  he  was  ready  to  give 
his  fupploit  if  they  could  produce  the  colledion  of  arms  to  any 
dangerous  amount;  and  that  promife  he  was  ready  to  fulfil, 
whenever  fuch  a  U€c  ihould  be  clearly  made  out.    He  was, 
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for  his  own  part,  a  warm  friend  to  inveftigation)  as  leading  to 
the  difcovery  of  the  truth.     For  this  realon  it  was,  that  laft 
year  he  had  feconded  the  motion  made  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  exidence  and  caufes  of  thofe 
riots,  and  difcontents,  which  were  fuppofed  to  have  exided 
throughout  the  country,  and  which  were  made  the  pretext 
of  calling  out  the  militia.     He  could  not,  however,  but  dif- 
fer greatly  in  opinion  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  becaufe  he  faw  nothing  in  the  Report,  nei- 
ther had  he  heard  any  thing  in  the  debate  on  the  fubjed,  that 
warranted  the  meafures  which  .his  Majefty's  minifters  had 
taken,   and  feemed  (till  inclined  to  purfue.     When  the  iirft 
Report,  brought  up  from  the  Secret  Committee,  was  pre- 
fen^ed,  he  oppofed  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£b 
grounded  thereon,  becaufe  he  conceived  the  Report  did  not 
juftify  fo  ftrong  and  violent  a  meafure.     He  was  forry  to  fay, 
that  in  like  manner  he  felt  himfelf  equally  under  the  neceflity 
of  oppofing  the  addrefs  propofed,  becaufe  he  could  not  con- 
ceive that  the  Second  Report,  any  more  than  the  Firft,  could 
juftify  the  proceedings.     He  was  certainly  ready  to  admit, 
that  in  the  Second  Report  there  was  fomething  like  an  ap- 
pearance of  fedition  \  nay,  there  were  fome  a£l:s  ftated,  which, 
if  true,  approached  very  nearly  to  what  might  be  termed  trea- 
fonable.     But  he  could  not  be  brought  to  approve  of  the  mode 
in  which  thcfe  feveral  ftatements  were  printed.     He  repro- 
bated, and  he  faid  he  ever  fhould  do,  the  mode  of  feleding 
partial  extracts  from  letters  of  individuals,  and  books  of  Socie- 
ties, and  making  them  charges  and  accufattons  againft  particu- 
lar perfons,  as  it  implied  a  doubt  of  the  cfFedt  \  nor  could  he 
think  the  mode  of  printing  certain  words  and  paiTages  in  capi- 
tals and  italics  altogether  fair,  as  if  doubtful  of  a  fair  appeal  tQ 
cool  and  unbiafled  judgment  in  its  decifion,  but  endeavouring  to 
influence  the  paflions,  by  pointing  out  partial  views,  on  which 
they  were  to  examine  the  fubjed.     Upon  a  fimilar  mode  of 
proceeding  it  was  that  Algernon  Sydney  replied  to  the  infa- 
mous judge  before  whom  he  was   tried,   "  That  if  quota- 
tions were  fuffered  to  be  fo  mangled  and  difguifed  to  anfwer 
party  purpofes,  he  would  prove,  from  the  Bible  itfelf,  that 
there  was  no  God.''    Thus  it  was  in  the  prefent  inftance  j 
this  method  of  partial  printing  might  tend  to  influence  the 
minds,  if  not  of  that  Houfe,  perhaps  of  thofe  courts  of  juftice 
before  whom  the  prefent  objeds  of  perfecution  were  about  to 
appear.  ^Partial  extra£ts,  unaccompanied  with  any  overt  aEi^ 
Mr.  Lambton  contended,  would  not  be  admitted  as  criminat- 
ing evidence  in  any  court  of  juftice,  and  were  inadequate  to 
fubftantiate  any  charge  of  treafon;  wb3kt>  therefore,  would 
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not  be  admifliblc  ^-vidcnce  in  any  court  of  joftice,  ought  hot» 
confidently  with  the  principle  of  juftice,  to  be  admitted  in  that 
ftoufe.    When  he  looked  at  the  prefent  Report,  garbled  as  it 
wa  ,  Mr.  Lambton  confefled,  he  could  not  but  feel  an  incii- 
nat  on  to  fee  how  a  Report  thu?  condufted  would  appear,  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  Society,  in  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man oppofite  to  him  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtquer)  had 
trkcn  fo  .  ftivc  a  part  j  or  another  Society,  the  York  A/Tocia- 
tion,  of  which  his  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wyvil,  was  fo  confpi* 
Cuous  a  member;  cr  he  (liruld  like  to  fee  the  letter  written  by 
his  Grace  the  Dr.k**  of  Richmond  fo  garbled  \  and  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that  in  them  would  be  found  expreffmns,  at  leaft 
equally  ftrong,  if  not  as  treafoiiable,  as  thofe  of  the  prefent 
day.     There  was  likcwife  another  publication  which  ht  had 
by  accident  laid  his  hands  upon  ;  he  meant  the  Addrefs  to  the 
People  of  EnglarJ,  by  Mr  Nirhiote,  in  which  he  read  paf- 
fap;es  that  alluded  to  three  or  four  royal  robbers,  who  confi- 
dered  blows  as  fometimes  better  than  words,  and  others  of  a 
like  tendency.    In  the  late  adminiftration  of  Lord  North,  fuch 
a  garbling  oi  teftimony  upon  any  fubjeft  would  neither  have 
been  attempted  nor  borne ;  and  to  fupport  this  aflerttcn,  Mr. 
Lambton  rend  fomc  extrafts  from  a  publication  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Locke,  dating,  that  the  fortrefs  of  corruption  was  not  to 
be  fubducd  by  a  war  of  tropes  and  figures,  but  by  hardy  blows. 
This,  according  to 'modern  inrerpretation,  might  have  been 
eonllrued  into  an  excitement  to  take  up  arms;    yet  Lord 
North,  though  flruggling  with  the  torrent  of  popular  difappro- 
bation,  ocean one^  by  the  calamities  brought  on  by  the  Ame- 
rican war,  had  no  recourfc  to  meafures  fo  violent  as  thofe 
which  have  charafterifed  the  adminiftration  of  the  Right  Hon« 
Gentleman.     Mr.  Lambton  faid,  Lord  North  knew  he  had  to 
deal  with  men  framed  of  "  ftemef  ftufF;**  fuch  men  as  Saville 
and  Rockingham  were  not  to  be  fo  treated.    With  refpeft  to 
the  fafls  themfelves,  as  dated  in  the  Report,  upoh  which  the 
prefenx  motion  was  grounded,  he  could  not  avoid  a  few  com« 
ments.    In  the  very  beginning  of  the  Report,  the  circum- 
ftances  actending  the  fuppofed  confpiracy  were  ttat^d  to  be 
extravagant.    If,  by  this  tertn,   it  was  meant  to  (late  them 
abfurd  and  impoflibk^  how  could  the  minifter  judify  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£k  upon  the  fuppofition  of 
danger  ?.   if,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  term  it  was  meant  to 
call  them  wild  and  extravagant,  whence  arofe  the  pains  taken 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Report,  to  prove  them  regular 
and  fydematical  ? 

Another  circumdanee  was  worthy  remark ;  while  the  Com- 
mittce  profefled  ta  trace  the  origin  of  thcfc  conf^iracies,  how 
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was  it  that  they  proceeded  to  Rate  fafls  which  were  of  a  recent 
date  ?  or  why  were  they  thus  forced  in,  out  of  their  natural  order 
of  tinie  and  place  ?  The  certain  fa£t  was,  that  it  was  fuppofed 
that  few  or  none  would  have  patience,  or  perfcvcrance,  to 
wade  through  the  whole  of  the  voluminous  Report :  It  was 
therefore  thought  advifable  to  drag  a  few  ftrong  fa£ls  for- 
Nvards,  out  of  their  natural  order  of  time  and  place,  in  order 
that  they  might  fatisfy  fuch  as  were  too  indolent  to  read  the 
.  whole  through. 

In  the  third  page  of  the  Report,  the  plan  for  providing 
arms  for  the  purpofc  of  enforcing  the  defigns  of  the  vSocieties> 
was  termed  a  general  idea;  yet  dlrcdly  afterwards  it  was 
ftaced,  that  the  matter  was  diicufTed  only  by  a  few,  and  that 
only  when  the  general  meetings  were  broken  up,  and  a  fet^ 
felcft  members  only  left  behind.  Upon  the  fub|e£b  of  procur- 
ing arms  much  had  been  faid,  arid  what  were  thofe  arms  ? 
Not  eighteen  thoufand,  as  might  have  been  fuppofed,  but 
eighteen  pike-heads,  ten  battle-axes,  and  twenty  blades,  un- 
finifhed.  This  was  the  mighty  force  that  was  to  overthrow 
the  conftitution,  to  annihilate  the  Parliament,  to  deftroy  his 
Majefty !  Meetings  were  faid  to  have  been  held  at  Paifley  for 
the  purpofeof  praftifing  arms;  yet  at  Paifley  no  arms  had 
been  difcovcrcd.  Whv,  he  aflced,  did  not  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  fupprefs  this  formidable  confpiracy  when  he  firft 
knew  of  its  exiftencc  ?  What  merit  was  due  to  a  man,  who 
could  wink  at  a  petty  mifdemeanour  till  it  grew  up  to  a  felony  ? 
who  would  fay,  that  fuch  an  individual  could  be  afting  upon 
the  principles  of  juftice?  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  with- 
out having  fufpcndcd  the  Habeas  Carpus  A£t,  without  this  ex- 
traordinary addrefs  to  his  Majcfty,  had  it  in  his  power  at  any 
time  to  have  crufhcd  this  formidable  confpiracy;  two  rej^i- 
tnents  would  have  deftroyed  it  even  in  its  gigantic  maturity  \ 
but  that  would  not  have  anfwcred  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man's purpofes ;  in  fuch  cafe,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
Would  not  have  obtained  the  petty  tribute  of  popularity  which 
Was  the  fole  objeft  of  his  aim.  The  circumftance  of  coupling 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  with  the  other  Socie- 
ties, defetved  the  fcvereft  reprehenfion,  and  could  only  be 
done  with  the  infidious  defign  of  defaming  them,  and  leffen- 
ing  them  in  the  eyes  of  their  countrymen.  What  charge  was 
there  attempted  to  be  exhibited  a  •  linft  them  ?  Or  of  what  ufe 
could  they  b«  poflliWy  made  in  eftablifhing  the  treafons  fup* 
pofed  to  exift  ?  If  it  was  faid  that  thofe  letters  were  found 
upon  Mr.  Skirving,  then  he  defired  to  know  why  the  whole 
of  them  were  not  publiflied,  and  why  they  were  thus  fcandal^ 
puily  garbled  to  axifwer  a  particular  purpofe  ?  If  rebellion  were 
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to  rear  its  head  to-morrow,  where  could  it  be  fuppofed  the 
oibcr  members  of  that  Society  would  rally  but  round  the  con- 
ftitution  ?  It  might  be  faid  that  a  flight  fcratch  might  cover 
the  body  with  forest  he  was  confident,  however,  there  was 
no  dnnger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  inoculation  in  the 
EngHOi,  with  the  pernicious ^«/  of  French  principles.  The 
fituation  of  the  two  countries  was  entirely  difTimilar:  In 
France,  the  ariftocracy  opprefled  the  poor;  in  England  it  was 
not  fo.  If  the  sriftccracy  of  this  country  were  to  join  the 
Crown  for  the  purpofe  of  oppreiKng  the  poor,  there  might 
then  perhaps  be  fome  danger  j  but  the  people  of  this  country 
were  too  well  attached  to  the  conditution  to  fufFer  it  to  be 
overturned  by  fuch  wild  and  extravagant  fchcmes  as  thofe 
ftated  in  the  Report.  No  man  would  be  more  forward  thaa 
he  to  talse  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  conditution.  He  had 
pledged  him  (elf  to  accord  with  the  mcafures  of  Admin  iilra- 
tion^  provided  they  brought  forward  any  evidence  to  prove 
that  the  conditution  was  in  danger.  Jt  was  his  duty,  he  faid^ 
to  date  that  he  faw  no  danger  whatever,  and,  notwitlidanding 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£l,  however  unfa{hiona« 
Ue  the  language  he  might  make  ufe  of,  he  fiiould,  without 
apprehenfion,  difchar^i;e  his  duty  according  to  his  confciencej 
and  in  fuch  a  manner  js  he  conceived  to  be  mod  confonant  to 
the  intered  cf  thofe  who  had  fent  him  to  reprefent  them  iu 
that  Houfe.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  difapproved  of  tjie  addrefs, 
and  (hould  j^ive  it  his  negative. 

Serjeant  Wat/on  rofe  to  vindicate  the  courts  of  judice  from 
the  mifrcprcfen cations  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lad. 
Courts  of  judice,  the  Learned  Serjeant. faid,  he  had  no  doubt 
would  difcharge  their  duty  corrc£bly  and  faithfully;  they  would 
realon  upon  the  inucndocs;  they  would  take  into  coufidera- 
tion  the  wliolc  of  fuch  fcdltious  papers  as  fliould  be  fubmittcd 
to  llicir  judgment,  and  decide  according  to  the  nature  and 
tendency  ot^  the  documents  before  them.  Why  then  ftjould 
that  Houfe  proceed  in  a  different  manner  from  that  which  a 
court  of  judice  would  follow  ?  The  Learned  Serjeant  ridif 
cukd  Mr.  Lambton's  idea  of  waiting  till  the  arms  had  beeu 
increafed  and  dillrlbuted,  and  the  confpiracy  had  acquired  a 
ftrength  and  confidcncy  too  firm  to  be  refidcd.  He  alluded  to 
the  riots  in  1780,  adverted  to  the  alarming  confequences 
which  might  re  lull  from  warjc  of  timely  prevention,  applauded 
the  wifdom  of  the  Committee,  and  concluded  with  giving  his 
hearty  aiTcnt  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Robinfm  confefl't:d  himfelf  an  alarmid,.yet  declared  he 
thought  it  unfair  that  indances  to  prove  the  difafFeftion  of 
England  (hould  be  brought  from  Scotland.     He  was  willing 
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ft>  give  ereqr  degtee  of  credit  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
which  it  merited,  but  he  really  did  not  think  that  the  bufinefs 
of  the  arms  had  been  at  all  clearly  made  out. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  declared,  that  he  had  never  made  up  his. 
mind  upon  the  propriety  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  mi«- 
nifter,  until  after  having  carefully  read  the  iaft  Report  of  the 
Secret  Committee  \  l^ut  that  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  render  him, 
along  with  others,  an  alarmift,  and  that  read,  he  was  fome- 
what  furprifed  chat  Adminiftration  had  not  taken  thofe  ftrong. 
fteps  fooner.  He  owned  himfelf  to  be  a  friend  to  a  reform  in 
the  rcprefcntation  of  the  people ;  but  when  he  found  that 
reform  and  revolution  were  fynonimous  terms,  he  would  ra* 
ther  forego  his  wiflies  for  the  former,  than  rilk  the  confe* 
quences  of  the  latter. 

.  Mr,  Alderman  Newnham  congratulated  himfelf  upon  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy  with  which  he  had  fpoken  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  feilion.  He  had  early  forefeen  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  had  taken  place  in  the  country  \  and  fpoke  his 
opihion  of  them,  without  any  expectation  from  party  on  either 
fide  of  the  Houfe« 

.  Mr.  Martin  conceived  It  tob^  one  of  the  conftitutional  pri- 
vileges of  this  country,  that  Britiih  fubjedls  might  .provide 
themfelves  with  arms,  particularly  for  their  defence  in  cafe  of 
invafion.     He  hoped,  he  faid,  we  were  not  yet  come  to  that 

Eitth  which  precluded  us  from  expre  fling  our  fentiments, 
owever  erroneous  thofe  fentiments  might  be.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  the  mere  fad  of  a  man's  having  arms  in  his  pof- 
.  feflion  indicated  any  a£k  hoftile  to  the  conilitution^  and  he 
faw  nothing  in  the  Report,  on  the  fubje£k  of  arms,  that  war- 
ranted any  further  inference  or  dedudiion,  than  that  fome 
perfons  had  provided  themfelves  with  arms  ior  their  defence^ 
in  cafe  their  rights,  property,  or  lives,  might  be  attacked 
by  any  others.  He  might  be  miftaken ;  but  that  was  hi^  opi- 
nion. ' 

Mr.  Burdon  obferved,  that,  from  the  condufb  of  our  brave 
feamen,  it  was  clear  that  the  heart  of  tliis  country  was  as 
found  as  ever:  If  the  intent  of  thefe  Clubs  were  not  hofl.ile  to 
the  conftitution,  he  could  not  aflign  any  rcafon  why  4000 
pikes  had  been  ordered,  and  he  widied  to  know  to  what  ex<> 
tent  that  order  might  he  carried  ?  Mr.  Burdon  applauded  the 
wifdom  of  the  Report,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
worded.  He  was,  for  his  part,  no  orator,  and  he  lamented 
that  he  was  not  fo,  that  he  ihight  exprefs  his  fentimtnts  with 
more  feeling  t  n  the  occafion.  He  had  been  in  hopeii,  after 
hearing  the  Firft  Report,  and  ftili  more  after  the  Second,  that 
fome  llronger  mcafure  would  have  been  adopted  by  his  M:i- 
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jefty's  minifters,  partkuhrly  at  that  period  of  the  feSon,  or 
that  Parliament  would  have  been  kept  together  in  eafe  of  any 
thing  dangerous  happening  during  the  time  for  which  he  now 
found  they  were  to  be  prorogued.  He  hoped»  as  this  was 
the  laft  debate  that  probably  would  take  phice»  that  fome 
means  would  be  provided  to  enable  mtnifters  at  a  lliort  notice 
to  call  the  Houfe  together  to  give  their  advice  in  caie  of  emer- 
gency. 

Mff,  Fax  faid,  he  ihould  have  been  happy»  if  he  could  have 
given  his  vote  in  favour  of  this  addrefs.     Various  aflbciations 
had  certainly  been  formed  i   fome  of  theih  for  laudable  pur- 
pofes,  and  others  for  purpofes  perhaps  not  fo  laudable.    He 
Ihould  have  confidered  the  addrefs  with  more  fatisfa£bbn,  if 
he  had  been  perfuaded  that  the  etk€ts  of  it  on  the  perfons 
who  were  its  dedased  objeftsi  would  be  fuch  as  Gentlemen 
who  fupported  it  ieemed  to  expeA.    With  regard  to  the  per- 
fons who  had  formed  themfelves  into  aflbciations  with  views 
more  or  lefs  laudable,  as  far  as  their  views  were  to  be  judged 
of  from  their  original  profeflions,  it  could  not  be  fufpcQed 
that  he  had  any  partiality  to  influence  his  opinion.     Partiality 
could  be  derived  only  from  a  general  concurrence  of  fentiment^ 
favour  (hewn,  or  fupportj  received.    Thofe  perfons,  however, 
among  many  other  important  inftances  of  fignalizing  them* 
felves,  had  always  been  di(lingui<bed  as  his  perfonai  and  poll* 
tical  enemies.    They  were  aifo,  the  greater  part  of  them,  the 
very  perfons  who  had  fupported  that  fyftem  of  power  againft 
which  he  had  always  contended ;   they  were  the  perfons  who 
had  at  all  times,  till  very  lately,  fupported  the  prefent  mini& 
ter }  who  bad  lent  their  utmoft  aid  to  bring  him  into  powers 
and  who,  by  their  prefent  condudi  in  opnofition  to  him,  con* 
tributed  more  to  proniote  his  meafures  tnan  by  their  former 
fupport.     In  the  difcuiBon  of  public  queftions,  much  as  he 
regretted  when  it  was  his  misfortune  to  difier  from  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  the  happincfs  of  having  long  lived  in  habits  of 
intimacy,  or  generally  agreed  on  conltitutional  principles,  he 
was  not  to  be  governed  by  perfonai  feelings  or  political  kindnefs. 
He  was  not  then  to  debate  whether  or  not  there  were  fome 
perfons  who  entertained  principles  and  favoured  defigns  hoftile 
to  the  eilabiifhed  Government  of  the  country.     At  all  times 
there  had  been  fuch  perfons,  and  ever  would  be  under  any 
poflible  fyftem.    Was  it  not  notorious,  that,  during  the  reigns 
of  the  two  firft  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  tliere  e»- 
ifted,  not  a  few  inconfiderable  perfons,  but  a  party  of  great 
weight  and  influence  from  numbers,  rank,    property,   and 
charaftcr,  not  merely  entertaining,  but  adively  profecuting, 
defigns  koftile  to  the  Proteitant  fucceflion  as  eftablilhcd  in 
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^faat  Houfe  ?    But  had  the  beft  bulwarks  of  the  conftitution^ 
and  the  moft  valuable  defences  of  our  rights,  been  fufpended 
on  that  account  i   No ;  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people  at  large> 
and  their  obvious  and  avowed  attachment  to  a  fyftem,  the 
pradlical  ctkdt  of  which  they  felt  to  be  the  promotion  of  their 
happinefsi  rendered  fruitlt  fs  the  fyftematic  holtility  of  that  party. 
On  the  decline  of  that  party,  by  whatever  name  it  might  be 
calledi  other  difafFefled  perfons,  with  the  fame,  or  perhaps  other> 
views,  naturally  arofe.     How  this  new  party  a£led  in  1784, 
it  was  unneceflary  for  him  to  mention.    Gentlemen  could  not 
but  know,  that  the  fyftem  of  vilifying  Parliament,  fo  fuccei& 
fully  purfued  at  that  period,  muft  have  produced  a  very  great 
effe£^>  and  perhaps  been  the  immediate  caufe  of  all  thofe.  pro- 
ceedings which  they  were  called  upon  to  reprefs  by  fuch  extra* 
ordinary  noeafures  as  were  fuggefted  at  prefent.    The  queftion 
td'be  debated  was  not  the  exigence  of  difafie£led  perfons,  but 
whether  what  they  did  was  fufficient  to  call  for  or  warrant  a 
departure  from  the  ordinary  cOurfe  of  adminiftering  the  Go- 
vernment.    Were  not  the  laws  agninft  feditious  or  trcafonable 
pra£lices  in  full  force  ?    and  was  not  the  general  dlfpofition  of 
the  people  loyal  and  zealous  to  fupport  the  conftitution  f  What 
more  was  neceflary  ? 

The  French,  by  their  abufe  of  liberty,  had  brought  liberty 
itfelf  into  difrepute ;  he  therefore  warned  the  Houfe  againft 
the  fatal  erroi^  of  bringing  the  conftitution  into  contempt  with 
the  people,  by  teaching  them,  that  it  was  of  itfelf  inadequate 
to  any  emergency,  that  it  poireffed  not  vigour  to  oppofe  the 
Icaft  attack,  that- it  held  forth  the  femblance,  and  not  the  fub- 
(lance,  of  prote£lion.  In  difcufliiig  queilions  of  war  or  alli- 
ances, they  were  told,  that  it  was  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
to  .declare  war  and  conclude  treaties,  and  that  Parliament  Was 
not  to  interfere  with  the  cxercife  of  that  prerogative,  but  to 
puniih  minifters  in  cafe  they  abufed  it.  Was  it  not  equally 
the  prerogative  and  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  punifli  all 
attempts  againft  the  conftituiion  by  the  regulaf  courle  ot  law^ 
and  the  province  of  Parliament  to  animadvert  on  minifters  if 
they  neglefted  or  betrayed  that  duty  ?  No  reafon  could  be 
alledged  for  deviating  from  the  ordinary  mode  in  the  one  cafe 
more  than  in  the  other.  Why  then  were  they  called  upon  to 
take  the  lead,  and  give  a  previous  fan£bion  to  meafures,  which 
It  was  their  duty- only  to  fuperintend,  to  controulj  and  to 
check,  if  they  appeared  to  be  inexpedient  or  improper  ?  What, 
after  all,  wasexpe£led  from  their  iddrefs  ?  Profcffions  of  loy- 
alty. Surely,  furely,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  better 
means  of  manifcfting  their  loyalty  than  by  profeffions.  Pro- 
feflions  they  had  already  given  in  abundance^  and  they  were 
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mot  in  dus  inftance  to  gWe  malerial  advice;  they  wen  oaiy 
called  upon  to  witoefs  fa£ls,  to  afirm  their  belief  of  the  ciift.- 
cnce  of  a  confpiracy,  which  were  already  in  iflbe  q^  die.  trials 
of  the  perfoni  conunitted  as  accomplices  ia  that  confpiracy. 
Was  it  for  the  purpofe  of  exprei&ng  their  loyalty  that  that  ad- 
drefs  was  to  be  voted  ?  Certainly  not  i  Was  it  for  the  purpofe 
of  advice  ?  No  fuch  thing !  It  was  a  re-conveyance  from  that 
Uoufe  to  the  Crown,  whereby  the  Houfe  was  made  to  volun- 
teer as  a  witnefs  of  their  own  accafation  I  The  Secret  Com- 
mittee were  to  reprefent  their  belief  of  the  facts,  and  were 
brought  by  that  means  to  give  evidence  upon  thefe  fa£^s,  upon 
grounds  as  infainous,  perhaps,  as  thofe  which  influenced 
the  trial  ef  Mr.  Walker  ot  Manchefter.  Thus  was  that 
Uoufe  founding  the  trumpet  of  alarm  throughout  the  coiii>- 
cry  louder  than  ^-as  ever  done  in  any  former  inftance,  at 
any  former  period.  The  papers  in  the  Report  on  which  the 
addrcfs  was  founded)  were  many  of  them  the  compofition  of 
miniders :  Of  the  authenticity  of  fuch  papers,  neither  the  Houfe 
nor  the  Secret  Committee  had  any  knowledge  of  their  own. 
The  cBcQ.  of  the  addrefs  could  only  be  to  publilh  the  opinion 
of  the  Houfc,  that  the  conftitution  was  in  danger. 

He  had  flattered  hinifelf,  that  the  day  on  which  they  had 
voted  thanks  for  a  great  and  glorious  vi£iory,  atchieved  by  the 
united  zeal  and  valour  of  every  oiEcer  and  feaman  in  our  fleet, 
would  not  have  been  chofen  as  the  day  to  found  alarm.    That 
victory,  he  truited,  would  have  baniihed  every  idea  of  inva- 
lion  from  the  enemy,  the  only  circumftance  that  could  give 
colour  to  danger  from  difafiected  perfons  at  home;   and  he 
had  hoped  that  Lord  Howe  had  not  only  .conquered  the  French 
fleet,  but  reconquered  the  Habeas  Corfus  A€L    Although  the 
caufe  of  alarm  was  gone,  the  effedi,  however,  ftill  remained. 
What  were  the  numbers  of  thofe  pcribns  from  whoxn  fo  much 
was  dreaded,  and  what  their  quantity  of  arms,  even  as  ftated 
in  tlie  Report  ?   Too  infigmficant  furely  to  a^  by  open  force. 
But  they  talked  of  a  Convention.    What  was  the  magical  in- 
fluence of  that  word,  that,  if  any  fet  of  people  were  co  meet, 
.and  call  themfclves  a  Convention,  the  whole  nation  muft  be 
undone  i    Were  they  to  form  their  Convention,  and  attenopt 
to  cxercife  any  authority  contrary  to  law,  the  neareft  juftice 
of  peace,  he  was  fully  convinced,  as  he  had  ftated  in  a  former 
debate,  might  eafily  difperfe  them.   Their  converfations  about 
nrms  too  it  appeared  were  all  private.    They  were  not  held  in 
their  public  meetings,  but  by  a  few  perfoOs  after  the  other 
members  were  gone.    They  did  not  venture  to  truft  the  fecret 
of  providing  arms  even  witn  thofe  M^hom  they  expelled  to  ufe 
tlfem.     TIic  people,  he  believed^  who  had  .thus  aflbciated, 
1  were 
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^cre  not  difcontcntcd  in  general  with  the  Government  of  this 
country,  but  wxd\  the  adminiftration  of  that  Government. 
Yet  it  had  been  mifreprefented}  as  if,  in  (lead  of  preferring  a 
better  to  a  worfe  adminiftration  of  Government,  their  difcon- 
tents  had  been  levelled  againft  all  governors  whatever.  Who 
were  thofe  men  againft  whom  thefe  extraordinary  eflFbrts  were 
direded  ?  Were  thev  formidable  from  their  numbers,  their 
property,  or  their  cnara£^er  ?  It  evidently  appeared,  that 
they  had  no  connexion  iivith  France,  nor  had  been  aided  by 
French  money :  It  was  equally  clear,  that  they  were  not  con<* 
ne£ted  with  any  party  in  this  country. 

Between  the  former  ftate  of  France,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  and  the 
ftate  of  this  country,  there  was  as  little  refemblance  as  be- 
tween what  had  happened  there  and  wliat  was  apprehended 
here.  There  was  not  in  this  country  that  wide  feparation  of 
rich  and  poor,  without  any  intermediate  clafs,  which  too  ge- 
nerally prevailed  in  France.  The  revolution  in  France  was 
not  begun  by  the  lower  and  inconfiderable  orders  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  an  affembly,  uniting  in  it  much  of  the  rank  and 
property,  and  perhaps  the  greater  part  of  the  talents,  of  the 
kingdom,  that  commenced  the  French  revolution,  and  over* 
turned  the  ancient  government.  Such  men  as  compofed  fome 
of  tht  dreaded  Societies  in  this  country,  had  rifen  to  power  in 
the  progrefs  of  that  revolution,  but  they  were  utterly  incapable 
of  beginning  it.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  more  flrefs  was  laid  in 
the  Report  on  what  had  been  difcovcred  in  Scotland,  than  "on 
the  difcoveries  made  in  England ;  both  on  account  of  the  na- 
tural 4>redile£tion  which  every  man  felt  for  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  was  born,  and  becaufe  it  was  a  complete 
anfwer  to  the  defperate  propofition  with  which  the  Houfe  had 
been  threatened,  of  introducing  the  Scots  laws  into  England. 
Under  the  mild  fyftem  of  Englifli  law,  fo  effe£tual  had  expe- 
rience proved  it  to  be,  that  proofs  of  fedition  were  hardly  to  be' 
found  *,  under  the  rigorous  fyftem  of  Scots  law,  ftill  exifting 
in  full  force,. fedition  had  grown  up,  and  ripened  into  rebel- 
lion. Such  was  the  fair  inference  from  the  Report ;  and  the 
conyerfe  of  the  argument  might  be  alfo  true.  The  rigour  of 
the  Scots  law  might  have  tended  to  ratfe  fedition.  Might  not 
there  be  many  men  iti  Scotland  who,  like  himfelf,  would  feel 
but  little  intercfted  in  preferving  a  fyftem  of  government  under 
which  they  fKould  be  expofed  to  fuch  treatment  as  appeared  in 
the  cafes  of  Muir  and  Palmer  ?  In  fuch  difcuflions  as  were' 
neceffarily.  occa(ioned>  by  the  late  proceedings  in  Parliament 
there  might  be  much  mifchief.  In  iittachment  to  the  confti* 
tution,  he  would  not  yield  to  any  man  ;  he  was  however  at* 
(ached  to  the  fubftance  and  vital  fpiritj^  not  merely  to  the 

R  r  2  form. 


set  WOODFALL^S  PARUAMEMTaHY  REPORTS*     [CoMM<mfc 

fofm.  The  fubilance  and  vital  fpirit  was  political  freedom.  A 
Convention,  and  rcfiftance  to  the  form  in  favour  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  conilitution,  had  rcfcued  ouranceftors  from  impending 
flavcTV,  and  feated  the  Houfe  of  Biunfwick  on  the  throne.  It 
was  the  right  of  the  people  to  meet }  it  was  their  right  to  dif- 
cufs  their  private  or  political  affairs.  Thefc  rights  were  fa- 
cred,  and  efienti;il  to  freedom.  If  they  were  invaded  and  fup« 
prefTed,  the  conftitution  might  be  reduced,  without  a  ftruggle, 
to  a  level  wiih  thofe  of  other  countries,  which,  perhaps^  once 
rcfembled  our  own,  and  of  which  the  forms  had  not  long  fur- 
vived  the  fiibftjnce.  He  was  therefore  forty  when  he  faw  the 
people  called  from  that  attention  which  they  ought  always  to 
pay  to  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  to  alarms  for 
the  exiftence  of  the  Government  itfclf:  And  he  believed 
the  old  faftion  he  had  mentioned  in  a  former  debate,  by 
whatever  name  defcribed,  had  uniformly  purfued  the  fame 
plan  of  throwing  all  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and 
ipreading  a  falfe  alarm  of  danger  from  one  quarter  to  cover  a 
reaUanger  from  another. 

Of  Conventions,  as  a  general  term,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fiiould 
only  obferve,  that  they  might  be  innocent ;  they  might  be  even 
meritorious.  It  was  the  facred  and  undoubted  right  of  the 
people  of  this  country  to  aflemble,  and  to  give  their  opinion 
on  grievances  properly  alledged.  If  that  right  was  withheld 
or  denied^  the  conititution  of  this  country  might  gradually 
fink  into  ruii\,  without  one  blow  being  (truck.  He  was  forry 
that  ground  fo  general  was  taken  in  the  prefent  debate,  and 
that  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  and  the  People  (hould  be  di- 
verted from  topics,  if  not  more  itnportant,  at  leaft  more  imme- 
diate. '  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  work  of  the  old  Tory  fac- 
tion in  this  country  to  raife  ap  alarm,  and  to  exhibit,  as  a 
weapon  of  danger,  the  only  conftitutional  means  which  could 
be  rcforted  to  in  cafes  of  extremity.  A  cafe  might  be  fup- 
pofed  in  whigh  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  people,  aflcmbkd 
by  their  delegates  in  Convention,  to  call  upon  Parliament  to 
do  what  Parliament  would  .not  do  of  itCelf.  Was  it  not  then 
the  height  of  madnefs  to  blunt  the  weapons,  and  difcredit  th« 
means,  to  which  Parliament  muft  refort  in  fuch  an  emer- 
gency ?  He  would  not  quote  the  refiftance  made  to  King 
James,  as  an  example  to  prove  that  the  Prince  on  the  throne, 
might  at  any  time  be  refifled!  How  then,  it  would  be  a(ked» 
was  the  obedience  of  the  dlfafFe£ted  to  be  fecurcd  ?  The  lavir 
had  provided  for  the  punifhment  of  the  difaf&£ted,  whenever 
difafteftion  (hewed  itfelf  in  any  of  their  afts.  That  was  the 
proper  means  of  prevention  }  and  the  true  anfwer  to  all  that 
had  been  faid  about  fufiering  the  mifchief  to  grow  to  a  head* 
'      *  •  .  To 
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the  GoTCmniCDr  on  cri-irir^  v-  ^r    Tr.rr    i:.  -x.  >   ^k.  »^^ 

afhamcd  to  li&cn  to?  A:  tr^  L-sr.:.  i-ir  ^Tn^  j^-.  V.^^^n 
and  other  perfocfi»  wnr  cisrr^  -■-  _r  a  i  -  rr^-*  w\.^n^  x 
true,  wouid  hare  aiiic--trr  t; —:i.  i.  ~.:i  r-  .-:..■  r  •-* 
feared,  would  not  be  l:-^  irrr  -ri  21-1-^*  ^ir  -nc  _  r*  -  .-  rrsi- 
fon;  but  on  the  rriacT  z  iz^-r^z,  nr.itr  i.Mie  'i  i.-  .  .jtz- 
it  was  thought  ihar  c  d^r'ir  :«  luE  :  inr  tj:  5.  r:-r— ^  -^  :.  ^-r:. 
heinous  natnxc,  arid  tLrr  w^rr  rrir./is:!  £  r  iisiii-^?:-  J.^  =.- 
witneisy  when  be  case  rr:  uc  raarr.  len,  ^-lj  -i^n  1  -r-TTtt-i. 
that  the  counCcl  for  dac  yn^*?Tri:i  ii^n: — -=^  wrrr  ^I^ecx 
of  him;  they  cocfc5ed  tiirr  s-wi  i=..-  r  w  "^s"  •-^-  -"•  zr^ 
the  defendants  were  hcooBn^  t  a^ruintst  5:^-;  •--.icijrT 
before  that  trial  dcclMrt^  z^rnr  9i::im^  x:  uc  zv  -  i  rr-rr*  v^n 
which  thofe  gentksc^  wse  sfLzr^rr.  *  /2-»-  t — -i^  .-.  js^ 
mifled  by  fuch  a  dMoff^rint,  ani^ir  i-r-r  -.?in.i  «  --r-u^  c 
Guilty,  on  the  ttVL-^xsrij  zt  a  weti-^^-  ▼  :.--  ^  -r-*  :-. —  r 
courfe  of  lawy  was  hcl-  ^  'ift  hl-w-jtiz-  it  ir  -  —  .-^1  .  ■  «  . 
horror  and  remorVCy  be  nK.:r:_-^-n^  iri-r  ::i.  ^  w:  .-  :.—  t  - 
profecution  hare  fci  i^  fmi:  i  c-i^  ,  zur  .  •:-  —  .  :>.—  r  .  --r 
hare  obuincd  a  rcrr  ::^i=.  cc  iLr  Irrrsicr-  -n.—  . .  -.  -  .  -<r 
repaired  the  injury  dcracti  t2*r  u:z -^tz^^^*.      -  .-  :      -  .-.   - 

he  objc£lcd  to  that  psrr  cf  v.t  a:.:-"      v  ...    i ^^-.         1 

belief  of  the  Ho^fie  zz.  'i-ir  czn  'z  r«c^  i:-.i  L.-  i--  r-  .-  -.  -_^ 
it  out.  He  objected  aL.:.  ^>  Uj*  ^er^-ir-ar  :-.c  u  ^  -'^--  *.  .^^ 
neceflary,  but  ihoiild  act  «cce  2s^=±  Ti^n- 

An  axgumcnt  had  boca  jr-*c  -n  -»-.  -^   'i4t  r..-.u  -  -s-r   x-^- 

tempt  an  anfwcr,  trr- tLiC  iLr  !>sc-:r.r  l-ri  :/^    •  -:  r-    'r-  r 

Committee  bcir:?  irr-cr^  iri^  :::<i  f— -    ../•--:.'--     -   -  - 

rule  of  three,  wr ,.  ii  js-  -7  a  :  -i"  -:  tr  i:--  .  -—  -  -...:    •  r,    „- 

penfion  of  ix^  Hm^s  CitTm..  JLzz  :^- r  :  -/s.^    -^--i'     -r    -^ 

firft,  there  could  be  sc  cc;oci-ii  ^  *:^t  sr  -*-iv      . 

thing  noc  (b  ftroocy  t^cts  zic  ars-HiS      IT    ■   *"  ---    • 

ing,  though  ▼ctf  c/.zr-r-' 'Mt  sl  jc  ;: :.  wl.    :.  ". .  .      *    - 

bcrs,  and  thcrcfir*  be  i'.^iut  xrjc   :-^  ui    -  r 

amendment  wtici  be  suti-vi  -ii  r^-'j.'  Is-      .  ..-  :  --••  » 

remed  Fiance  at  prt'^t  L-jc   i:.i->:^:         -^    > -r: 

maintained  it,  by  tiaea^ir:^  sc  i.^ticr---.    '••  ^' 

that  country,  an  alars  as  :i.'.Ir  i:  ',  -t  i...    '   ./    -    -  -.: 

publicans  in  Esflaz^     *r^  r^r^  -ti  r.     -u    --..-     r 

iame.    By  propagiti^?  ti-f  x-kr^    -:  r-r  ^    .-*.-:    -.    -l  r 

obtained  powers  th.2r  wv:^ i  zrr  -^r-  -jr^r  y^    -.-^   ^-r 

votind  them  the  fcT^^rtirfr'*:.'^*  vir.  v    ^.^     -^     ^  ,. 

|brtheirnieafiir«cr.ieTi::7  s^^-ir  ^'  t—   ^-  .  .      .-^ 

notcaftany  biauaeccscpKisir  ^-r./::-^^*-;..^  :.tr  ^- 
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other  that  may  be  found  neceflary.  He  wtfiied  the  minifter 
in  thefe  cafes  to  u/e  the  lawt  hut  not  to  aktfe  it.  He  faw  thinj^s 
in  both  countries  with  vulgar  optics  i  in  England,  a  geHeial 
and  (leady  fpirit  of  royalty,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  bleilings  de» 
rived  from  a  limited  monarchy ;  and  in  France,  a  general  and 
defperate  fpirit  of  rcpubiicaniim,  from  a  recollection  of  tha 
oppreflion  fufiered  under  detpotifm. 

Miniders,  to  gain  fupporters  in  carrying  on  the  war>  wiflied 
to  reverfe  the  pidure,  and  make  the  H  )ufe  believe  that  France 
was  full  of  royalifts,  and  England  of  republicans*  If  that 
alarm  were  not  Jcept  up,  the  people  would  attend  to  the  policy 
and  the  condu£t  of  the  war;  they  might  even  think  that  the 
war  ought  not  to  be  pcrfifted  in  ;  or,  if  we  coitld  not  get  out 
of  it,  that  it  ought  to  be  direded  by  abler  hands.  From  all 
thefe  confiderations,  it  was  the  obvious  intereil  of  minifters  to 
divert  them  as  long  as  paffible.  Were  there  among  the  per* 
fons,  from  whom  danger  was  apprehended,  any  confiderable 
number  of  men  of  rank  or  property  ?  Was  it  pretended,  in  the 
Report,  that  they  had  fince  the  war  any  correfppndence  with 
the  French  ?  Were  they  connected  with  any  fa£lion  ta  the 
ftate  i  If  they  were  to  burft  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it 
would  be  inaiflvrent  to  them,  whether  they  turned  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left,  whether  Minifters  or  Oppofition  were  their  firft 
vidims.  Such  men  might  pcflibly  rile  in  a  revolution,  but 
could  never  create  one.  In  the  advice  he  then*  gave,  he  mull: 
be  admitted  to  be  difinterefted,  for  it  would  hardly  be  imagined 
that  he  (houlu  wiih  to  go  to  the  guillotine  merely  for  the  fake 
of  being  accompanied  by  the  Gentlemen  over  againft  him. 
The  profecutions  ought  to  proceed,  becaufe  they  had  com- 
menced ;  but  it  was  not  tlierefore  neceflary  that  Parliamentf 
as  had  been  fuggefted,  (hould  be  kept  fitting,  to  echo  back  the 
information  received  from  the  Privy  Council.  Rafli,  and  vttn 
ieditious,  conver(ation,  he  fuppofed,  would  be  proved ;  but  he 
trufted  no  man  would  be  found  fo  far  to  have  forgotten  his 
duty  to  his  country  as  to  have  embarked  in  treafon.  At  aU 
events,  the  trials  would  be  conducted,  and  the  punifliments 
awarded,  with  the  dignity  and  humanity  of  Britifli  juftice^ 
and  the  examples,  in  his  opinion^  ftrtke  with  greater  fonre 
without  any  previous  declaration  by  Parliament.  In  countries 
where  the  afl*of  taking  off  a  few  individuals  might  tend  to* 
pverturn  the  government,  a  few  individuals,  however  obfcure, 
might  efied  a  revolution ;  but  in  fuch  a  country  as  this,  where 
the  revolution  muft  be  poptilarto  have  themoft  diftant  chance 
of  fuccefs,  nothing  could  be  more  irrationa]  than  the  attempt. 
Suppofe  fuch  perfons  mad  enough  to  attempt  it,  tlie  danger 
would  be  contemptible  to  all  but  themlelyes>  and  they  might 

be 
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be  pronQimced  fitter  for  Bedhm  than  Newgate.    This  atgu^ 
ment,  however,  applied  only  to  the  prefcnt  time  :  For  if  m^* 
nifters  were  to  peivft  in  this  ruiiiotis  war ;  if  the  ezploiied 
mlxims  of  divine  right  were  to  be  revived  ;  if  the  deareft  parts 
of  the  conftitution  were  to  give  way  one  after  another  to  the 
convenience  or  caprice  of  the  government  of  the  day ;  if  the 
very  name  of  Liberty  was  to  be  degraded  in  this  country ;  'if 
the  people  (hould  be  driven  into  fuch  a  fituation,  as  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  no  change  could  place  them  in  a  worfe  fituation; 
a  confpitacy  would  then  wear  indeed  a  ferious  afpe£b.    In  that 
cafe  meafures  like  the  prefent  mud  prove  decide(lly  inefFeduaL 
Wliat  then  did  he  recommend  i  to  (ludy  the  peace  and  pro» 
fperity  of  the  people ;  to  hold  out  to  them,  not  the  unfubftaiw 
tial  tlieory,  but  the  pra£lical  benefits  of  the  conftitution  ;  to 
fliew  that  the  firft  wifli  of  the  Government  was  the  real  hap* 
pinefs  of  the  people ;  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  to  infpire 
them  with  a  love  for  the  conftitution,  by  exhibiting  it  in  its 
native  purity.    To  (hew  them  ckat  liberty  was  as  confiftent 
with  order,  as  order  with  liberty  ;  and  that  the  conftitutiout 
with  all  its  reftriAionson  the  Executive  Power,  the  moft  valu- 
able part  of  it,  in  his  opinion,  was  fufficientfor  all  the  purpofes 
of  juft  lubordination.    This  he  might  be  told  would  be  a  de- 
gradation, and  a  compromife  with  a  fet  of  low  and  defperate 
men.     In  his  opinion,  it  would  not  be  a  compromife,  but  a 
defeat.     With  difaffe£led  perfons  he  propofed  no  compromife. 
He  was  not  fo  virild  a  fpeculatift,  as  to  believe  that  any  govern- 
ment could  fatisfy  every  one  of  thofe  who  lived  under  it  i  his 
advice  was  only  to  render  the  number  of  the  difcontented  as 
fmall  as  poflibie,  by  removing  as  many  as  poflible  of  the  caufes 
4>f  difcontent.  Let  all  civil  diftin£lions  on  account  of  religious 
tdpinion  be  aboliflied.     Let  dtflenters  find  equal  proteAion  and 
«qual  encouragement.    I^t  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  alfo 
be  refpeded,  more  efpecially  the  rights  of  America,  fo  inti- 
mately conneded  with  us  W  common  language  and  common 
intereft.     liutamtris  amabt/ise/lo  ^ere  a  found  maxim  in  phip- 
tofophy,  though  ufed  on  a  flight  occafion-*if  the  great  body  of 
men,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  adverfe  to  the  conftitution, 
Should  be  made  to  experience  an  equal  prote£lion  from  the 
laws,  and  an  equal  intereft  in  the  welfare  of  the  country ;  then 
•the  fmall  body  of  men  who  might  wi(h  for  a  revolution  in  this 
«rea1m,  would  ftand  at  once  infulated  and  difavowed.     They 
might  be  confined  if  their  efforts  were  thought  dangerous  $  if 
:not,  they  would  be  fcouted  from  fociety, — Such  wett,  in  his 
'-opinion,  the  means,  and  the  only  means,  to  fecure  lioerty  and 
happtnefs  to  this  country.  Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  moving,  as 
im  amcndaiept,  to  leave  out  all  the  part  of  the.addrefs  which 

declared 
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declared  the  belief  of  the  Houfe  in  a  confpiracy  againft  the 
conftitutton. 

Sir  William  Dolhen  faid,  that  if  the  amendment,  propofed  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  was  adopted,  the  whole  proceed* 
ings  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Committee  would  be  rendered  truly 
ridiculous  \  that  the  omiflion  he  propofed  would  leave  out  the 
marrow  and  cream  of  the  Report.    Sir  William  declared  him- 
felf  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  profecutions  againft  ths  Revolu- 
tionifts  would  be  carried  on  with  more  propriety  and  cfFcd  by 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  than  by  the  Executive  Government. 
How  any  individual  in  that  Houfe  could  call  in  queftion  the 
exiftence  of  a  confpiracy  againft  the  conftitution,  after  the 
incontrovertible  evidence  that  had  been  produced,  was  to  him 
matter  of  the  greaccft  aftonlfhmcnt.     He  exprefled  his  fears 
and  apprehenfions,  that  thofe  who  did  not  fear  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  fubjcfts,  muft  have  fomething  to 
hope  which  they  did  not  hope  in  common  with  him.     If  an 
addrefs  had  been  fent  from  the  Commons  to  the  Lords,  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  would  not,  he  was  perfuaded,  infult  them  by 
propofing  fuch  an  omiflion.      If,  therefore,  the  Commons 
proceeded  in  a  difFcicnt  manner,  and  altered  the  addrefs  pro* 
pofed  in  the  other  Houfe,  we  fhould  have  a  paflive  obedient 
king,  non-refifting  Lords,  and  a  rampant  republican  Houfe  of 
Commons.  ^ 

^he  Attorney  General  replied  to  Mr.  Fox.  He  contended, 
that  the  arguments  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  could  not 
be  defended  upon  legal  or  conftitutional  grounds,  and 
that  the  Report  contained  fufEcient  evidence  to  juftify  and 
require  the  fteps  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Executive 
Government.  He  expfeiTed  his  fatisfadion  at  having  heard 
that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppoGte  did  not  intend  to 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  his  motion  for  an  amendment. 
In  replying  to  the  fpeech  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  he 
faid,  he  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  a  very  few  of  the  many 
topic's  he  had  introduced  (^rgumenti  gratia.  He  had  afTerted, 
that  the  obje£l  of  thefe  reiterated  difcufHons  was  more  to 
make  the  Houfe  a£l  as  a  witnefs,  and  give  evidence  to  preju« 
dice  the  trials  of  the  unfortunate  men  at  that  time  under  pro- 
fecution,  than  for  the  attainment  of  any  fubftantial  good.  Was 
the  Houfe  then  to  be  deterred  from  the  exercife  of  its  legiti- 
mate fun£lions,  in  a  cafe  which  originated  with  the  Legifla- 
ture,  and  which  came  peculiarly  under  its  cognizance?  It 
ought  not ;  and  he  was  confident,  that  when  the  perfons  in 
confinement  were  put  upon  their  trial,  they  would  experience 
that  juftice,  moderation,  and  humanity,  which  the  benign  laws 
of  this  country  had,  long  been  in  the  habit  of  imparting  to  the 

accufed. 
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accufcd.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alfo  been  pleafed 
to  fay^that  the  difcontent  which  pervaded  the  countiy  was  im- 
putable to  the  feverity  of  Crown  profecutions.  By  a  reference 
to  the  Report  he  would  find,  that  it  was  the  ofFbpring  of  2ifoul 
<onfpiracy  for  the  fuhverfton  of  all  order  and  government.  As  to 
the  fentences  inflicted  on  Mr.  Muir  and  others,  1^  much  in- 
veighed againft,  he  declared,  that  if  any  Society  in  England 
had  adled  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  the  Britiih  Convention  in 
Scotland^  upon  the  evidence  exhibited  in  thofc  papers,  he 
fliould  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  have  made  the  members  of 
it  amenable  to  the  laws  for  high  treafon.  The  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  which  had  been  infilled  upon  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  conftitution,  extended  only  to  perfons  fufpefted 
or  accufed  of  trcafonablc  praSices.  The  reft  of  the  fubjefts 
of  the  country  had  the  benefit  of  that  ftatute  to  the  fulieft 
extent*  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  expreffed  his  afto- 
nifliment  that  fo  much  of  magic  (hould  attach  on  the  word 
Convention;  and  alked,  if  Gentlemen  had  forgotten  the* 
bieflings  we  derived  from  a  Convention  at  the  xra  of  the  Re- 
volution i  No  perfon,  the  Attorney  General  contended,  could 
put  the  afleroblies  of  the  prefent  times  in  competition  with 
the  Convention  held  in  1688,  without  affixing  a  grofs  libel  on 
the  glorious  Revolution.  The  prefent  Convention  had  for 
its  objeft  the  annihilatipn  of  that  conftitution  which  at  that 
period  was  not  indeed  invented,  but  ratified  and  eftabJifhed  by 
many  falutary  regulations  and  enforcements ;  and  he  called 
upon  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fid«  to  point  out  a  fingle  inflance 
of  a  fimilarity  in  principles,  that  had  been  adopted  in  common 
by  thofe  who  conduced  the  Revolution  and  the  modern  re- 
formers. The  one  was  anxious  to  preferve  the  conftitution 
to  fix  and  limit  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  to  aflert 
and  maintain  the  privileges  of  the  people — while  the  other 
•wiftied  to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  to  deftroy  the  Monarcl^ 
and  under  the  name  of  Liberty  to  tyrannize  over  the  people. 

The  Attorney  General  next  commented  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  and  that  of  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs  j  both  of  which  he  confidered  of  a  very 
dangerous  tendency,  on  account  of  the  perfons  of  rank  and 
influence  that  compofed  them.  The  formfer,  he  faid,  had 
(hewn  fomc  fymptoms  of  afliliatjng  with  the  others,  but  pro* 
icfTed  only  to  go  to  a  certain  length,  as 'appeared  frpm  the 
letter  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  foliciting  their  co-opera* 
tion,  and  the  fentiments  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  re- 
turn. Among  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
though  there  were  many  very  honourable  charafkers  in  it»  yet 
he  owned  he  difapproved  of  that  Society  entirely  ^  and  though 

Vol.  IV^  S  a  they 
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they  faid  that  they  had  explicitly  made  known  their  views  and 
intentions,  he  muft  fay  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  out  what  they 
were.  The  Society  ot  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  had  been  more 
audacious,  and,  by  applauding  the  patriotic  fcntiments  of 
counfcl,  and  the  conduct  of  perfons  after  conviAion,  attempted 
to  paify  the  hand  of  the  public  accufer. 

With  regard  to  the  Diflcnters,  he  faid,  that  he  was  con-» 
vinced  every  moderate  and  honed  man  amongft  them  would 
difapprove  of  the  condu£t  of  thcfe  Societies,  and  fuprort  and 
approve  of  the  condu£t  of  Adminiftration,  as  neceflary  to  the 
fecurity  and  prote£tion  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,^ 
as  to  thofc  of  every  other  clafs  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefls.  With 
rcfpc£l  to  the  fubjeft  of  Lord  Howe's  vi£bory,  he  profeffed 
himfelf  fo  ftupid  as  not  to  perceive  its  application  to  the  quef- 
tion  before  the  Houfe.  That  becaufe  Lord  Howe  had  been 
vidorious,  we  (hould  difcontinue  the  war,  and  ergo  omit  fo 
much  of  the  addrefs,  feemed  to  be  the  argument  ufed  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  which  to  him  did  not  appear  to  be  a  very 
logical  one.  The  part  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  pro- 
pofed  to  omit,  contained  the  very  fubllance  and  effence  of  the 
addrefs ;  without  it  the  addrefs  meant  nothing.  With  regard 
to  the  Houfe  being  a  witnefs  on  thefe  affairs,  he  conceived  it 
would  be  no  more  a  witnefs  than  was  confident  with  pro- 
priety \  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  that  Houfe  call  for 
the  profccution  of  an  iudividuaL  He  deprecated  the  mode  in 
which  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  were  condantly  treated 
with  regard  to  criminal  profecutions.  If  they  forbore  to  pro* 
fecute,  they  were  accufed  of  negle£line  their  duty ;  if  ihey 
profecuted,  Societies,  particularly  that  for  the  Freedom  of  the 
rrefs,  voted  thanks  to  thofe  who  oppofed  them,  and  gave  them 
every  fupport.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  prevention 
was  preferable  to  cure.  To  illudrate  this  pofition,  he  called 
to  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe  the  enormities  that  were 
committed  in  1780,  and  defired  to  know,  whether  it  would 
not  have  contributed  more  to  the  public  fafety  and  tranquil- 
lity, had  the  then  exiding  government  prevented  the  affem- 
bling  of  40,000  men,  than  to  have  remained  in  a  date  of  fliamer 
ful  inadivity,  till  the  metropolis  was  threatened  with  dedruc- 
tion,  till  riot  and  diforder  had  adually  taken  place,  and  the 
Government  was  in  the  mod  imminent  danger  ?  By  the  fea- 
fonable  interpofition  of  the  magidtacy,  the  ftreets  would  not 
have  been  drenched  with  blood,  and  fo  many  of  our  fellow- 
fubje£ls  would  not  have  made  a  fad  and  ioXtvan^exit  on  the 
gallows.  To  prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe  enormities,  had  the 
meafures  of  which  the  propofed  addrefs  was  an  eflential  one 
been  fuggeded,  and  as  he  was  convinced  of  their  ui|;ent  necef« 

fity» 
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fity,  the  Attorney  General  faid  he  would  vote  for  the  addrefi 
in  its  original  ftate. 

Mr.  Fox  explained,  and  difavowed  having  faid  that  the 
Diflenters  were  more  conne£ked  with  thofe  Societies  than 
otherS}  by  repeating  the  words  he  had  ufed  in  his  former 
fpeech  }  and,  in  anfwer  to  an  Hon.  Baronet's  infinuation,  de- 
clared, that,  in  his  public  and  private  condu£i,  he  was  a£tuated 
folely  by  affe£iion  for  the  conftitution,  and  that  zeal  for  the 
good  of  his  country,  which  neither  hope  nor  fear  (hould  influ- 
ence him  to  fupprefs. 

Mr.  Thompfon  defended  the  general  condud  of  the  Society 
for  Conftitutional  Information,  infilled  that  the  proceedings  of 
that  Society  had  been  unfairly  reprefented  by  the  Committee^ 
and  called  upon  any  perfon  prefent  to  point  out  any  thing  like 
fedition  or  treafon  in  their  proceedings.  He  wifhed  to  know 
from  minifters,  with  regard  to  a  letter  Mr.  Froft  had  been 
ordered  to  draw  up  by  the  Society,  if  thev  were  in  pofleflion  of 
the  original ;  or  if  they  had  not  produced,  as  the  hand- writing 
of  Mr.  Froft,  the  mutilated  extract  of  a  mutilated  copy,  as  the 
hand-writing  and  original  of  Mr.  Froft,  which  he  denied  id 
the  ftrohgeft  terms  before  the  Privy  Councils  He  fully  vindi- 
cated his  own  condudl  with  regard  to  the  Society  in  all  its 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Dent  quoted  the  addrefs  of  the  Society  for  Conftitu- 
tional Information  to  the  National  Aflembly,  every  fecond 
line  of  which  he  contended  to  be  a  fedicious,  if  not  a  treafon- 
able  libel ;  and  he  exprefled  his  furprife,  that  anv  Member  of 
that  Houfe  would  avow  himfelf  a  member  of  fucn  a  body. 

Mr.  Loveden  ftated,  that  he  was  confcious  very  improper 
proceedings  were  pra^ifed  by  the  London  Societies  and  their 
emifiaries.  He  had  juft  come  from  a  diftant  part  oi  the 
country  where  there  was  a  camp;  one  of  thofe  emiflaries, 
who  had  been  diftributing  very  improper  and  inflammatory 
hand-bills,  faid  he  knew  very  well  how  far  he  could  go  without 
being  in  danger,  for  he  had  been  inftru£lcd;  and,  on  the 
King's  b^rth-day,  declared,  it  was  the  laft  time  they  would  have 
to  drink  his  headth  in  that  way ;  and  (hewing  a  piece  of  coin, 
faid,  pointing  to  the  King's  head,  that  it  would  not  long  be 
there.— The  man  he  alluded  to,  Mr.  Loveden  Taid,  had  bneen 
a  waiter  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor. 

Mr.  Thompfon  obferved,  that  his  having  been  a  waiter  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  did  not  conned);  him  with  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information.  It  was  to  be  recolleded  that  Mr. 
Reeves's  Afibciation  was  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  and 
the  waiter  might  as  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  be  conne^ed  with 
that  as  any  other  Society. 

S  s  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Lonibtm  defired  to  know,  whether  the  Hon.  Member 
had  J^aken  up  this  man  for  fedition  ?  but  no  anfwer  was 
given.  ^ 

Mr.  Wharton  rofe  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  motion,  becaufet 
from  what  he  had  fcen  in  the  Report,  he  thought  the  proceed- 
ings of  thofe  Societies  warranted  the  meafures  that  had  been 
taken.  He  had  belonged  to  one  of  thofe  Societies  himfelf, 
and  It  was  therefore  with  relu6iance  hitherto  that  he  could 
condemn  its  proceedings,  becaufe  he  had  never  known  them 
to  be  improper.  He  had  been  at  only  one  meeting,  and  there 
he  was  fure  nothing  wrong  nor  unconftituttonal  had  appeared 
in  their  proceedings,  otherwifc  he  would  have  objeded  to  it  at 
the  time.  He  now  had  feen  enough  to  convince  him  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  come  forward  with  a  declaration  that  he  to- 
tally difapproved  their  condud,  and  therefore  he  could  not 
give  his  negative  to  the  prefent  motion. 

The  queftion  was  put  upon  Mr.  Fox's  famendment,  which 
was  negatived  without  a  divifion.— The  addrefs  was  then  put 
and  carried. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
TuESl>AT,  June  17. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  the  addrefs  of 
their  Lordfliips,  in  which  the  Commons  had  concurred,  and 
prefented  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

ATTORNIES. 

The  Earl  ofMlngdon  rofe,  and  faid,  ^*  My  Lords,  having 
fome  matter  of  much  importance  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  and 
underfl;;nding  that  this  is  the  laft  day  of  buHnefs  before  the 
feflion  is  to  be  at  an  end,  I  hope  your  Lordihips  will,  for  this 
reafon,  and  becaufe  I  wi(h  to  be  perfectly  accurate  in  my 
ftatement,  indulge  me  with  having  recourfe  to  iny  papers. 

"  It  being  my  intention  to  bring  forward,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  fome  Refolutions,  I  truft,  for 
the  adoption  of  this  Houfe,  I  now  rife  to  give  your  Lordfiiips 
notice  of  this  $  I  do  fo  for  the  reafon,  that,  by  ftating  briefly 
what  the  obje£^s  of  thofe  refolutions  are,  your  Lordihips'  atten- 
tion may,  during  the  reccfs  of  Parliament,  be  drawn  to  the 
weight  and  importance  of  the  fubje£l. 

"  Enemy  as  I  am,  my  Lords,  and  no  one  has  been,  or  is 
more  fo,  to  thofe  theories  of  reform,  which  quixotifm,  ambi- 
tion, party  fpirit,  or  any  fpirit  but  true  public  fpirit,have  con- 
trived to  puszle  and  miflcad  the  people  with  \  there  is  one 

fpecics 
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fpecics  of  praBicsl  Reform,  which,  in  profcfling  myfclf  to 
the  friend  of,  it  is  under  the  circumftance  of  knowing  that 
there  is,  within  thefe  walls,  as  well  as  without  them,  but  onts 
mind  and  one  fentiment  upon  the  occafion.  It  is  a  Refornv 
my  Lords,  which  the  Judges  of  the  land,  of  that  heavenly  attri- 
bute of  juftice  which  fo  ornamentally  and  confpicuoufly  belongs 
to  them,  have  all  called  out  for,  and  are  fo  much  to  their 
dignity  and  honour  lending  their  aflidance  to  obtain.  It  is  a 
Reform  which  Parliament  itfclf  has  already  begun  to  look  to* 
It  is  a  Reform  which  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  fubje^fc 
cry  out  for,  demand,  and  mu(l  have. 

**  And  having  faid  this,  I  dare  fay  your  Lordfhips  already 
anticipate  me  in  knowing  that  the  Reform  I  allude  to,  is  that 
of  thofe  locufts  in  the  law,  the  Pettifogging  attornies  of  this 
country ;  who,  like  the  foctifls  in  Ah-ica  (and,  as  it  is  faid  of 
them),  *  fall  like  a  cloud  upon  the  earth,  and  cat  up  every 
thing  they  meet  with/ 

**  This  is  the  Reform  in  which  I  take  pride  to  myfelf  in  the 
appellation  of  a  Reformer,  in  which  I  aflume  credit  to  myfelf, 
as  being  not  what  is  fo  called,  but  what  is  truly  fo,  *  The 
Friend  of  the  People;'  and  in  which,  fufFenng  as  I  have 
done,  under  the  inordinate  fanftion  of  thefe  abforbing  animals, 
I  am,  perhaps,  as  well  qualified  for  the  talk  of  this  Reform  as 
any  one  can  be. 

**  My  Lords,  this  is  a  grave  and  weighty  fubjeft ;  it  is  a 
fubjefl  that  comes  home  to  the  feelings,  becaufe  it  comes 
home  to  the  very  doors  of  every  one  of  your  Lordfhlps  ;  or 
which  of  your  Lordfhips  is  it,  tnat  is  a  ftrangcr  to  its  etfcds  ? 
The  gremter,  the  higher,  the  richer  you  are,  the  more  prone  are 
you  to  its  confequences,  and  the  furer  of  becoming,  fooner  or 
later,  the  victims  of  its  all-devouring  avarice.  What  many  of 
your  Lordfhips  are,  I  was  i  what  I  am,  without  timely  inter- 
ference, your  Lordfhips  may,  your  Lordfhips  will  be.  It  is  a 
fubjed  tnerefore,  not  only  for  your  Lordfhips'  own  fakes,  and 
for  the  fake  of  the  community  at  large,  but  becaufe  it  is  a  fub- 
jeft  under  the  prefTure  of  which  I  now  ftand  in  your  Lordfhips' 
prefence,  that  I,  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  am  led  to  invoke 
the  aid,  and  to  excite  the  endeavours  of  your  Lordfhips,  in 
aflifting  me  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  this  growing  evil ;  the  evil 
of  all  others,  perhaps  the  very  only  one  in  the  State,  mod 
afTuredly  the  mod  crying  evil  in  the  State,  that  calls  for  and 
requires  reform. 

"  My  Lords,  my  cafe  is  a  hard  one  indeed ;  and  I  will  flate 

it  in  a  tew  words  to  your  Lordfh'ps,  becaufe  I  am   made  to 

fuffer  the  injury  without  being  able  to  obtain  either  remedy  or 

I  rcdrefs, 
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furely  does  not  belong  to  die  juftice  of  thU 


rbear  to  infert  the  remainder  of  the  EarPs  fpeech,  as 

proceedings  hare  been  inftituted  in  the  Court  of 

»cnch  againft  his  Lordfliip  on  the  ground  of  his  having 

id  the  publication  of  a  libel.] 

Mr.  Harris^  the  fargeon  attending  upon  the  conftable  who 

was  run  over  in  Palace-yard,  was  examined  at  the  bar,  and 

ftated,  that  his  patient's  life  was  out  of  all  danger. 

The  Ear!  9J  Lauderdale  moved,  *<  That  a  Committee  be 
^  appointed  ro  examine  the  buildings,  &c.  contiguous  tothe 
<<  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  dire^iions  to  render  the 
^  Houfe  more  commodious  to  its  Members/'— Ordered. 

THANKS  TO  LORD  HOOD. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Lord  Grenville  rofe,  according  to  the  notice  he  had  a  few 
days  fincc  had  the  honour  of  giving  to  their  Lordfliips,  to 
move  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lord  Hood,  for  the  diftin- 
guifhed  fervices  he  had  rendered  to  his  country.  His  Lordfhip 
laid,  it  was  a  circumftance  highly  gratifying  to  his  feelingSt 
and  muft  afford  equal  pleafure  to  every  Lord  in  the  Houfe, 
that  he  fhould  have  been  called  to  difcharge  the  pleafing  duty 
of  moving  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  feveral  admirals 
upon  the  three  great  Rations,  vix.  the  Channel,  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  the  Mediterranean.  In  the  courle  of  his  addrefs  to 
the  Houfe,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  it  would  be  unneceffary  for 
him  to  enter  into  any  general  detail  of  the  condud  of  the 
Noble  Lord  who  was  the  obje£l  of  his  motion,  becaufe,  down 
to  a  late  period  of  it,  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  had  been  expreffed 
on  that  fubje£^  in  their  addrefs  to  the  Throne.  There  were 
three  general  heads  under  which  the  conduct  of  the  Noble 
Admiral  might  be  prefented  to  their  Lordihips'  view,  in  all  of 
which  he  was  entitled  to  the  higheft  praife  :  In  the  Weft  In- 
dies, at  Toulon,  and  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  each  of 
thefe  his  Lordfliip  flightly  touched ;  and  after  beftowing  warm 
eulogiums  on  them  Separately,  mghly  praifing  the  capture  of 
Baftia,  and  other  parts  of  Corfica,  he  faid,  that,  for  valour,  for 
fkill,  judgment,  and  for  attachment  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  arms,  Lord  Hood  was  highly  eminent.  He  had  no 
doubt  their  Lordfhips  were  impreucd  with  the  fame  fentimcnts, 
and  therefore  he  conceived  they  would  concur  with  him  in 
thinking  it  proper,  to  render  their  proceedings  more  complete, 
that  the  Houfe  (hould  exprefs  their  approbation  of  the  condu£fc 
of  the  commander  of  the  naval  department  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, 
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nean,  as  they  had  previoufly  done  to  the  fcvcral  comimndeTs 
on  the  other  (lations.  Upon  that  confiderationy  he  Ih  mU 
conclude  by  making  a  motion,  in  which  he  hoped  to  meet  with 
the  unanimoud  confcnt  of  their  Lord ihips,  which  was,  *•  That 
*^  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Admiral  Lord  Hood, 
<*  for  his  gallant  conduA  in  the  expedition  to  the  ifland  of 
**  Corfica."  After  which  he  fliould  move,  **  That  the  Houfe 
*^  does  highly  approve  of  and  acknowledge  the  behaviour  of 
*^  the  officers,  teamen  and  marines  ferving  under  Lord  Hood  ; 
^*  and  that  the  Chancellor  do  communicate  the  thanks  to 
*«  Admiral  Lord  Hood." 

The  Bart  (f  Lauderdale  declared  he  rofe  with  concern  to 
oppofe  a  motion  of  that  nature.  It  was  extremely  unpleafant 
to  him  to  fay  any  thing  in  oppofition  to  a  motion  for 
thanking  any  officers  in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty  \  but  the 
high  efteem  he  had  for  the  fervice,  and  the  value  ne  thought 
every  officer  in  it  ought  to  have  for  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe, 
compelled  him  to  oppofe  the  prefent  propofition.  He  believed 
it  to  be  the  firft  inftance,  and  forry  he  was  to  find  himfelf  com-* 
pelled  to  objeft  to  the  vote  of  thanks  propofed,  as  it  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  appear  to  convey  refle£lion  on  tne  perfon  defigned  to 
be  made  the  fubjeft  of  the  motion.  Notwithftanding  the 
dilemma,  however,  to  which  he  was  reduced,  he  (hould  perfift 
in  his  attempt  to  preferve  that  propriety  which  it  concerned 
the  Houfe  to  maintain ;  although  he  perfevered  in  that  at- 
tempt, he  begged  leave,  however,  to  difclaim  everv  motive  of 
a  perfonal  nature.  The  thanks  of  the  two  Houfes  were  the 
only  honour  that  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  could  beftow,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  given  but  on  good  grounds,  and 
after  undeniable  proof  of  great  and  highly  meritorious  fer- 
vices.  He  could  not  refrain  from  noticing  the  extreme  cau- 
tion and  referve  with  which  the  motion  was  offered  to  their 
Lordfhips,  as  it  demonftrated  the  doubts  which  the  minifters 
muft  have  themfelves  entertained  of  its  propriety.  They  had 
taken  fpecial  care  not  to  enter  into  any  detail,  and  folely  con- 
tented themfelves  with  expreffing  a  defire  to  return  thanks  to 
all  the  officers  in  the  naval  department  before  the  feffion  clofed. 
He  had  not  heard  any  thing  advanced  by  the  Noble  Secretary 
of  State,  that  tended  in  the  ieaft  degree  to  fupport  his  motion. 
Toulon  had  been  glanced  at,  as  a  fubje£t  on  which  the  Noble 
Admiral  might  be  faid  to  have  aQed  in  a  manner  that  did  him 
honour.  So  much  to  the  contrary  did  that  point  appear  to 
him,  that,  throughout  the  whole  ot  that  tranfadion,  he  could 
not  perceive  that  anv  credit  accrued  to  this  country  from  the 
conduct  of  the  Noble  Admiral.  His  Lordfiiip  entered  into  a 
fununary  of  the  circumftances  of  the  taking  of  the  town,  and 

the 
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ir  of  abandoning  it  to  the  fury  of  its  enemies,  all  of 
/maintained,  were  unfavourable  to  the  Britifli  name; 
fore  the  Noble  Admiral  fliould  not  be  thanked  on 
,^  .>int.  The  laft  man  in  that  Honfe  who  ought  to 
thank  Lord  Hood  for  his  condud  at  Toulon,  was  the  Noble 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  condu£l  of  that  Noble  Admiral  had 
been  a  contradi£^ionto  the  late  language  of  the  Noble  Secre« 
tary.  In  talking  of  the  objeft  of  the  prefent  war,  the  Noble 
Admiral  had  declared  to  the  inhabitants  of  Toulon,  that  he 
intended  to  fecure  to  them  the  confUtution  of  1789^  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  was,  that  the  objeft  of 
the  war  at  prefent  was,  that  of  reftoring  the  fild  government  of 
France ;  therefore  the  motion  came  very  improperly  from  the 
Noble  Secretary  of  State.  His  Lordfhip  maintained,  that  if 
any  praife  was  due  to  the  Noble  Admiral,  he  ought  long  ago  to 
have  received  it ;  and  the  bringing  this  point  forward  looked  as 
if  miniilers  thought  the  recent  merit  of*  the  Noble  Admiral 
much  too  flight  to  deferve  their  Lordfliips'  thanks  without  the 
aid  of  other  fervices.  His  Lordfhip  maintained  that  there  was 
no  ground  whatever  for  the  motion.  He  declared  he  felt 
himfelf  the  more  inclined  to  make  thefe  obfervations,  when  he 
confidcred  the  nature  of  their  Lordihips'  thanks ;—  they  were> 
as  he  had  before  hinted,  the  higheft  praife  any  otEcer  could^  • 
have,  and  being  fo,  they  fhould  be  chailely  and  rarely  be- 
ftowed ;— referved  for  the  moft  important  occafions,  and  not 
thrown  away  upon  trifles,  for  that  would  diminifh  their  value. 
The  thanks  of  the  Houfe  had  been  rightly  voted  to  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  for  their  capture  of  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  and  (oyrcrc  the  thanks  rightly  voted  to  Lord  Howe  the 
other  day,  for  his  fignal  vi£lory ;  a  victory  fo  glorious  to  the 
country.  Lord  Hood's  fervices  were  not  to  be  compared  to  ei* 
ther.  What  were  his  fervices  Hehad  taken  Toulon  under  cr  n^ 
ditionsy  and  been  guilty  of  a  oreach  of  his  prc>ijiife;  at  Corfica 
they  all  knew  there  had  been  a  violent  dilunion  between  the 
land  and  the  fea  fervice,  and  his  long  labours  tnere.  had  ended 
in  the  capture  of  Baftia.  The  Noble  Secrets^y  of  State  had 
mentioned  Toulon «  but  he  had  not  much  relied  on  it.  There 
was  good  reafon  why ;  he  knew  it  to  be  an  inglorious  tranfac- 
tion  in  the  eyes  of  Englifhmen,  and  Ithat  it  would  not  bear  out 
his  motion.  With  regard  to  the  afiair  at  Corfica,  Lord  Hood 
had  attacked  a  windmill  with  great  injury  to  twp  feventy- 
fours,  although  the  ufeleiTnefs  of  the  obje&  was  notorious. 
After  this,  how  could  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis 
eftimate  the  thanks  which  they  had  received  for  their  diftin- 
guiflied  fervices  ?  or  what  could  that  Noble  Earl,  to  whom 
diey  were  fo  unanimoufly  voted  on  a  former  day,  imagine, 

whci^ 


V  i 


JcMi  17.]      WOODFALL'S  PARUAMENTARY  REPORTS*  ^i^ 

when  this  laft  and  greatcft  honour  awaited  fuch  a  trifling  at** 
chievement  as  that  of  Baftia  ?  If  Lord  Hood  was  thanked  fof 
his  conduct  at  Baftia,  the  thanks  of  their  Lord(hips  would  be 
lefs  favourably  felt  by  Lord  Howe ;  antl  he  wiftied  to  know 
what  man  in  the  kingdom  would  be  difpofed  to  confider  thefe 
two  admirals  entitled  to  the  fame  reward,  the  fame  diftinftion) 
the  fame  honour  from  that  Houfe,  and  the  Came  gratitude 
from  the  Public?  artd  yet  this  would  be  the  cffeft  of  paffing 
the  prefent  motion-  He  felt  himfelfv  under  all  the  points  ot 
view  in  which  he  faw  this  fubjeft,  bound  in  duty  to  the  fcrvicc 
in  general,  and  to  Lord  Howe  in  particular,  to  that  Houfe  and 
to  tne  Public,  to  diflTent  from  the  prefent  motion. 

Lord  GrenvilU  declared  himfelf  to  be  both  forry  and  furprifed 
at  the  Noble  Earl'B  oppofition  to  the  motion  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  ofier  to  their  Lordfhips  on  the  prefent  occafion« 
He  had  indeed  heard  it  was  to  be  oppofed,  but  he  could  not 
conceive  on  what  ground.  He  woiild  not  go  into  the  affair  of 
Toulon,  as  it  had  been  fpoken  of  by  his  Majefty  in  his  fpeech 
from  the  throne.  The  Noble  Earl  well  knew  that  it  had  been 
fully  difcufled  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  he  chofc  however 
to  bring  it  up  once  more  before  the  feflion  ended.  He  (hould 
ftill  maintain  that  Lord  Hood's  fervices  in  the  Mediterranean 
were  of  great  importance.  The  French,  from  their  geogra* 
phical  fituation.  had  two  harbours  of  infinite  confideration,  as 
ports  and  places  of  equipment  during  a  war,  Toulon  and  Bred* 
It  therefore  neceiTarily  became  the  policy  of  this  country  to 
prevent  their  having  recourfe  to  that  advantage  \  and  Lord 
Hood  had  done  it  effeAually  with  regard  to  Toulon.  With 
refpe£t  to  the  capitulation,  he  had  always  underftood  that  the 
conditions  of  a  treaty  were  to  be  made  good,  as  far  as  the 
contracting  parties  had  it  in  their  power  to  make  them  goodj 
farther  it  was  not  in  poflfibility  to  go.  His  Lordfhip  men* 
tioned  the  great  ufe  of  Corfica  as  a  fit  place  for  carrying  French 
prifoners  to.  If  they  had  been  fent  home  to  Great  Britain,  it 
would  have  coft  the  country  a  large  expence^  and  we  liad  al- 
ready as  man  y  prifoners  as  we  could  admit  with  convenience, 
or  provide  accommodation  for.  He  faid,  it  gave  him  concern  to 
hear  of  any  difference  that  might  have  prevailed  b  tween  the 
two  fervices,  rendered  a  fubje£t  of  difcuflion  in  that  Houfe  ; 
and  that  was  the  firft  time  it  had  ever  been  attempted  by 
any  Noble  Lord  It  could  do  no  good,  and  might  widen  the 
breach,  and  produce  mifchievous  confequences.  Sufe  he  was 
that  officers  in  general  thought  too  juftly  to  be  meanly  jea« 
lous  of  other  officers  individually  receiving  the  th^rdcs  of 
Parliament,  and  that  they  were  nbt  extremely  prone  to  draw 
a  diftindion  between  the  nature  of  their  fervices,  or  the  degree 
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of  eftimation  dificrently  due  to  each.  In  an  extenfive  war  th 
icrvices  of  different  officers  mud  ndceilarily  and  unavoidably 
be  different  in  their  meafure  and  degree  i  but  when  j;ach  were 
obvioufly  important  and  the  refult  of  zeal,  talents,  and  bravery^ 
they  deferved  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  which  the  Earl  had  well 
faid  Was  the  only  honour  and  the  only  inftance  of  gratitude 
that  Houfe  could  bedow.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was  impoffible 
to  make  any  di(lin£iion.  With  refpeA  to  that  part  of  the 
obfervations  of  the  Noble  Earl  which  related  to  the  obje£i  of 
the  prefent  war,  he  muft  fay  a  few  words.  The  Noble  Earl 
conceived  that  it  was  the  obje£^  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  to 
reftore  the  ancient  government  of  France,  and  this  he  feemed 
to  think  their  fole  obje£l.  He  had  uniformly  dated,  notwith* 
ftandinga  great  deal  of  indudry  had  been  employed  to  imprefa. 
a  contrary  idea,  that  the  objefl  of  the  war  was  what  he  con- 
(idered  ought  to  be  the  objeft  of  every  war— /^^i*^ — konourabkp 
fecure^  permanent  peaccy  which  could  only  be  obtained  by  con- 
quering the  enemy,  and  redoring  the  government  of  Prance  to 
a  fydem  of  law,  order,  religion,  and  moralvty,  without  which 
there  could  be  no  feMrity  for  this  country.  We  might,  indeed, 
without  this,  have  the  name  of  peace  \  but  in  reality  we  fhould 
have  a  war  the  mod  expenfive  and  dedru£iive  in  which  this* 
country  ever  was  engaged. 

Lord  Grenville  declared  he  was  obliged  to  fay  a  few  more 
words.  The  Noble  Earl  had  faid,  we  were  erobarraffed  witk 
French  prifoners.  Had  he  forgot  the  nature  of  the  war  ?  In 
all  former  wars  with  civilized  nations,  cartels  for  exchange  of 
prifoners  were  fettled  from  time  to  time ;  whereas  no  cartels 
were  agreed  to  in  the  prefent  war  \.  and  upon  the  principles  on 
which  the  French  chofe  to  carry  on  the  war,  they  were  not 
likely  to  be  obtained.  Colonel  Villett]^,  his  Lorddiip  faid. 
Was  undeniably  a  meritorious  officer ;  buii'he  had  a£led  under 
Lord  Hood  as  a  part  of  his  forc^,  and  confequently  was 
thanked  in  the  general  thanks  to  officers.  His  Lordfliip 
enlarged  on  the  good  effe£^  of  Lord  Hood's  fervice  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  anfwered  the  Earl's  'complaint  that 
he  was  not  in  junftion  with  Earl  Howe  in  the  Channel,  by 
(hewing,  that  in  that  cafe  our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  adjacent  feas  would  have  been  mod  dangeroufly  ex^ 
pofed  to  the  enemy.  In  reply  to  the  obfervations  made  on 
the  Corfican  capitulation,  he  informed  tlie  Noble  Lord,  that 
no  other  expedient  cou]4  be  fuggeded  tlian  that  of  landing  the 
garrifon  at  Toulon.  To  retain  them  in  Corfica  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous»-to  fend  them  to  Italy  was  impoffible— and 
to  bring  tlicm  home  would  pnly  ag-^ravate  thai  expence  and 
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inconvenience  already  complained  of,  on  account  of  the 
multiplicity  of  prifonerS)  and  the  want  of  fit  accommoda- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  thought  he  could  put  the  argument  upon 
fuch  a  footingt  as  would  refcue  it  from  perfonalityi  or  reflec-r 
tion  on  an  abfent  ftian^  which  no  one  of  their  Lordfliips  liked 
to  deal  in  lefs  than  he  did.  He  confidered  the  prefent  motion 
not  fo  much  a  motion  to  thank  Lord  Hoodt  as  a  motion  from 
minifters  to  thank  themfelves.  Upon  that  ground,  he  muft 
objed  to  it  without  imputation  of  perfonality  i  and  indeed  he 
could  not  entertain  any  prejudice  againft  the  Noble  Lord,  as  he 
had  never  nouriflied  any  pinue  againft  the  Noble  Admiral,  wi^ 
whom  he  was  not  perfonally  acquainted  \  nor  was  he  influ- 
enced by  any  partiality }  but  he  could  not  agree  to  the  motion 
before  their  Lordfiiipsi  on  the  reafons  that  had  been  urged  for 
it  by  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  j  he  fcemcd  to  put  the  claim 
of  the  Noble  Admiral  to  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  chiefly  on 
his  merit  in  taking  Baftia.  If  the  taking  of  this  place  had 
indeed  been  fo  great  a  thing  for  this  country,  in  the  opinion 
of  .the  Noble  Secretary  of  State,  why  not  make  an  Extraordi- 
nary Gazette  of  it  ?  The  Public  were  not  informed  of  it  till 
two  days  had  elapfed  after  Government  had  received  the  in- 
formation; inftead  pf  which,  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State 
pave  notice  of  this  motion  in  a  thin  Houfc,  after  the  motion 
tor  thanks  to  Lord  Howe  for  his  glorious  vi£lory,  and  after  a 
debate  of  confiderable  length  on  the  addrcfs  to  bis  Majcfty, 
and  when  many  Noble  Lords  had  withdrawn  from  the  Houfe  j 
and  the  attendance  that  day  proved  that  the  fubje£t  was  not 
deemed  very  interefting.  He  came  forward  to  oppofe  the 
motion,  becaufc,  by  his  oonftni£tion,  it  was  deflgned  not  fo 
much  for  a  compliment  to  the  Noble  Admiral  himfelf,  as  to 
the  plans  of  that  cabinet  under  whofe  aufpices  ])e  had  a£led.  It 
was  faid  that  the  condudt  of  Lord  Hood  at  Toulon  merited 
praife;  that  he  deftroyed  fifteen  fliipsof  theline  of  the  French 
there ;  if  that  condu£l  merited  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  why 
was  he  not  thanked  on  the  ar^valof  the  news  ?  Why  thank  him 
for  his  conduft  at  Toulon  on  the  taking  of  Baftia  I  It  feemed 
to  him,  that  after  the  thanks  which  were  fo  glorioufly  deferved 
by  Lord  Howe  were  given  to  him,  minifters  wiflied  to  (hew 
that  all  the  oflicers  employed  had  afted  alike,  and  that  they 
would  not  leave  the  fmaileft  fpeck  on  the  glory  of  the  cam- 
paign ;  or  elfe  it  appeared  to  be  a  dexterous  manoeuvre  of  mi- 
nifters to  keep  up  their  patronage  to  their  favourites.  The 
evacuation  of  T  oulon  lie  could  never  regard  without  regret. 
Lord  Hood's  conduft  in  that  affair,  whether  dirg£ted  by  any 
Qther  authority  he  knew  not,  fo  far  from  being  meritorious, 
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appeared  to  him  to  have  been  reprchen&ble  in  the  extreme.  It 
had  tamiflicd  the  luilre  of  our  other  conquefts,  and  diminifhed 
our  reputation.  Toulon  was  delivered  by  treaty,  eveiy  article 
of  which  it  behoved  us  to  obCervp.  How  had  we  obferved 
them  i  We  had  violated  our  faith,  both  the  promife  we  ha4 
made  of  reftoring  the  conftitution  of  17899  and  the  promUe 
to  guarantee  the  fleet.  After  a  few  more  obfervations  in  re« 
{pc€t  to  that  aflair,  the  Earl  concluded  with  moving  the  previa 
9US  quefiion\  which  would  fave  him  from  agreeing  to  a  motion 
that  he  did  not  approve,  and  alfo  from  oppofing  a  motion  of 
thanks  to  any  man. 

Tke  Duke  of  Bedford  agreed  with  his  Noble  Friends  (the 
Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Derby)  in  their  arguments  on  the  fub- 
jc£k  of  the  motion,  and  approved  of  the  motion  of  lis  Noble 
iFriend  for  the  previous  que/lion.     The   reafoning,    however, 
adopted  by  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  upon  this  fuhj.ft  did 
not  at  all  (atisfy  his  mind.     The  Noble  Lo;d  had  obft-rved, 
that  as  Lord  Hood  had  in  reality  his  conduct  approved  of  at 
Toulon,  on  the  addrefs  of  that  Houfe  in  anfwer  to  the  King's 
fpeech,  it  would  be  unneceflfary  to  dwell  on  that  point.    This, 
was  not,  in  his  conception,  a  fair  way  of  putting  the  point } 
for  it  was  well  known,  that  it  was  a  rule  to  give  as  little  cppo* 
fition  as  poflible  to  an  addrefs  moved  in  anfwer  to  the  Ring's 
fpecch  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion.     The  conduft  of  Lord 
Hood  incidentally  made  part  of  the  fubjc6i«mntter  of  that 
Speech,  and  it  was  on  that  account,  and  not  from  the  fenfe 
their  Lordftiips  entertained  of  the  merits  of  Lord  Hood,  that 
the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  had  been  voted  and  carried  to  the  foot  • 
of  the  Throne ;  but  furely  that  was  very  different  from  a  fcpa- 
rate  vote  of  thanks.     Lord  Hood's  conduct  at  Toulon,  there- 
fore, could  hardly  be  faid  to  have  been  difcufled  at  all  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  feflion.     He  had  heard,  his  Grace  faid,  of  the 
merit  of  Lord  Hood  at  Toulon,  and  the  advantage  derived  to 
this  country  by  that  event.     Upon  that  event  he  would  fpeak 
plainly  (    he  confidered  Lord  Hood's  condu£l  at  Toulon  as 
difgraccful  to  the  honour  of  the  country,  and  as  tarniiliing 
the  luftre  of  the  national  character ;  on  thefe  grounds,  he  had 
often  thought  it  a  fit  objefl:  for  inquiry,  and  he  trufted  it 
would  be  inquired  into>  and  if  any  of  the  blame  belonged  to 
our  allies  in  that  bufinrfs^  that  ouent  to  be  made  public.     His 
Grace  mentioned  the  breach  of  the  conditions  with  the  Tou* 
lonefe,  in  refpe£b  to  taking  the  French  to  Corfica,  as  it  was 
not  ftipulated  by  them,  when  the  town  was  furrendered,  that 
they  (hould  be  taken  there  i  the  affair  at  Toulpn  was  alfo  in 
filler .  efpe As  difgraccful, 
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"Wlien  the  Noble  Secretary  commended  the  seal  and  aflivitf 
niWit  which  Lord  Hood  had  a£led,  he  fcemed  to  forget  that 
St.  Iiorenzo,  a  fmall  place  unfortified,  was  taken  early  in  the 

Eir,  in  February.    In  May  they  heard  of  the  capture  ef 
ftta,  and  with  the  lofs  of  a  very  few  men  i  fo  that  three 
inonths  had  elapfed^  and  then  the  place  was  taken  at  little 
rifqne  I  a  dear  proof,  that  if  the  fervices  had  not  quarveUedi^ 
Baftia  would  have  been  taken  much  earlier.  In  the  mean  tim^ 
too,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  fame  forces  (Sir  Robexjt 
Bundaa)  had  returned  to  England  ^  upon  what  account  he 
]Lnew  not,  thot\gh  evidently  not  upon  any  charge  of  mtCcoiw 
du£l«  fince  he  had  been  promoted  to  a  command  upon  the 
continent*     From  the  general  difpofition  of  the  CorCcan^ 
much  more  might  have  been  expeded ;  and  he  did  not  doubly 
but  if  that  cordiality  had  prevailed  which  had  prevailed  elfe- 
where,  much  more  might  have  been  done.    When  the  Noble 
Secretary  enlarged  u^c%  the  importance  of  the  con^ ueft^  and 
the  difficulty  <n  attaining  it,  he  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  deter- 
mine ;  for,  according  to  the  Gazette  (and  he  wns  obliged  to 
quote  Gazette  autl^rity  for  fadls,  ae  he  had  no  other  inform« 
ation  to  rely  upon;,  there  were  only  feven  men  killed  and 
.thirteen  wounded  i    it  was  evident,  therefore,  tlut  but  verf 
littk  force  was  ufed.     Hts  oppofition  to  the  prefent  meafure^ 
the  Duke  faid,  gave  him  cohcem,  on  account  of  the  novelty  of 
it  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  i  he  did  not  know  that  a 
motion  for  thanks  was  ever  oppofcd  before  ;  he  mull,  not- 
witbftanding,  do  his  duty  i  and  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  he  had 
no  partiality  for  perfons ;  he  would  not  give  his  thanks  in  that 
Houle  to  any  man,  until  he  was  convinced  that  thanks  were 
due.     This,  he  confefTed,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fort  of 
panegyric  which  miniflers  intended  on  themfelves,  to  fhew 
the  wifdom  of  their  choice.    There  was  no  ground  for  thank* 
ing  Lord  Hood,  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  his  coiw 
du£t  \  and  were  he  in  the  fituation  of  Lord  Hood,  he  ihould 
confider  the  motion  for  thanking  him  for  his  condu£l  rather 
as  an  infult  than  a  panegyrici  and  that  he  (houKl  be  left  to 
perform  fomething  worthy  of  thanks  before  he  received  thenu 
His  Grace  faid  he  fliould  vote  for  the  previous  quejlion^ 

Lord  Havfhejbury  rofc  to  fay  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
Noble  Duke.  He  declared  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  oppofition 
attempted  againft  fuch  a  motion.  It  was  altogether  unprece-* 
dented.  The  Noble  Duke  had  mentioned  three  grounds  of 
obje£lion  :  Firft,  .that  the  tran  fad  ions  at  Tou  on  were  ditho* 
Dourable  to  the  national  charader.  He  thought  of  them  in  a 
widely  diflTerent  manner.  He  confidered  what  had  pafled  at 
Tculon  as  highly  fcrviceable  (o  the  country^  and  that  the 
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evacuation  of  that  port  had  been  attended  with  circumftanccp 
extremely  advantageous  to  us  as  a  marine  power.    The  Noble 
Duke*8  next  objcftion  was,  that  the  thanks  to  Lord  Hood 
Ihould  have  been  voted  earlier;    and  the  tliird,  that  he  took 
Baftia  with  the  lofs  of  ten  men  only.    His  liordftiip  faid,  he 
regarded  theft  matters  in  a  very  different  way  from  that  in 
vluch  the  Noble  Duke  had  viewed  them  5  it  was  the  firft  time 
lie  had  ever  heard  it  made  a  fubjeft  of  complain^againft  an 
officer,  that  he  had  obtained  polTellion  of  an  important  town 
without  much  lofs  of  blood,  or  rifquc  of  the  lives  of  his  men. 
He  fhould  have  thought  it  a  matter  highly  to  the  tretlit  of  the 
officers,  and  to  the  comfort  of  every  feeling  individual.    He 
thought  no  praftice  could  be  more  improper  than  that  of 
weighing  exiftly  the  value  of  every  piece  of  fcrvice»  or  of 
comparing  the  tervices  of  one  officer  with  thofe  of  another. 
The  Houfe  had  but  one  way  of  marking  its  approbation,  and 
that  was  by  voting  its  thants ;   and  Ac  only  point  for  their 
Lordfliips  to  confidct  was,  whether  the  fervice  performed  was 
of  magnitude  enough  to  deferve  them  ?    If  it  was,  it  was  no 
argument  agalnft  giving  them,  to  fay,  that  a  more  fplendid,  a 
more  important  viftory  had  been  obtained  elfewhere.     The 
Noble  Admiral  to  whom  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  had  that  day 
been  propofed  to  be  voted,  was  well  known  to  poflefs  great 
zeal  and  great  ability }  his  lone  fervices  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
and  the  importance  of  them,  cipecially  in  the  ifland  of  Corficai 
pf  which  the  fingle  pod  of  Caivi  only  remained  to  be  fubdued, 
amply  entitled  him,  in  his  judgment,  to  the  thanks  of  their 
Lordfhips  and  to  the  gratitude  of  lys  country  \  he  fliould  there* 
fore  vote  for  the  original  motion. 

Tie  Earl  0/  Lauderdale  rofc  to  notice  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Noble  Secretary  of  State.  That  the  oppofition  to  fuch  a 
motion  was  fmguiar  in  itfelf  and  unprecedented,  was  true,  and 
^  clear  proof  that  fuch  a  moiion  ovight  to  have  been  made.  If 
the  capitulation  of  Baftia  was  fuppofed  to  expedite  the  reftora- 
tlon  of  that  government  in  Prance,  which  he  fufpe£bed  our 
Adminiftration  propofed,  there  was  the  (Irangeft  inconfiftency 
and  mifcondu£t  he  ever  wicneffed,  and  confequently  the 
thanks  of  that  Houfc  were  not  due.  When  Toulon  was  fur- 
rendered  to  Lord  Hood  by  treaty,  he  accepted  it  upon  the  pro* 
mife  of  reftortng  the  conditution  of  17895  whereas  it  was 
now  difcovered  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  cpmplete  regenera- 
tion  of  the  old  monarchy  could  fatisfy  us,  or  fecure  a  perma- 
nent and  happy  peace.  At  Corfica,  the  fame  inconfiftency 
was  apparent  \  for  why  did  Lord  Hood  agree  to  fend  back 
fhat  garrifon  to  France,  which  could  only  fervc  to  re-invigoe 
rate  our  enemy,  and  render  the  obftacles  te  our  purfait  more 
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irrcfiftible  ?  The  whok  of  the  eonduft  in  the  Mediterranean 
ttras  of  the  fame  tenor»  and  it  was  in  vain  the  Noble  Secretary 
endeavoured  to  make  it  palatable.  When  Sir  Charles  Grey 
Stnd  Sir  John  Jervis  had  conqwertd  Martihico,  there  was  no 
motion  of  thanks,  though  Martinico  was  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant conquefts  of  the  campaign  ^  nor  was  any  motion  of' 
that  nature  made  until  they  had  nearly  reduced  the  whole  of 
l!he  Weft  India  iflands. 

If  Lord  Hood  deferved  the  honour  which  the  mlnifters  pro- 
pofedy  why  did  they- not  bring  forward  the  motion  immedi- 
ately on  the  leceipt  of  the  intelligence?  They  had  been 
informed  of  his  fuccefs  prior  to  the  viilory  of  Earl  Howe,  and 
yet  they  fufferod  that  to  intervene,  and  now  took  advantage  of 
the  difpofition  of  mens  minds,  which  the  glorious  atchieve* 
ihents  of  the  latter  had  occafioned,  to  {hare  their  praife  with 
every  naval  ftation.  It  was,  he  faid,  a  ftrange  confeffion^ 
tliat  one  of  the  confequences  of  the  war  was,  that  we  were 
cmbarrafled  with  the  number  of  prifoners,  and  had  already  as 
many  as  were  convenient,  or  could  be  accommodated.  That, 
then,  was  one  of  the  evils  of  the  extenfive  and  widespread  war 
into  which  miniftershad  plunged  the  conntry.  Why,  he  aflced, 
had  the  difference  between  the  land  and  the  fea-fervicc  at 
Corfica  been  kept  a  fecret,  and  the  land-ofHccr  pron^oted  as 
foon  as  he  came  home  ?  It  afforded  clear  evidence,  that  if  the 
fame  cordiality  had  exifiecf  as  in  Lord  Howe's  fleet,  Bailia 
would  have  been  taken  fooner.  Tlie  Earl  defended  that  part 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  argument  retpeding  the  fpiall  lofs  of 
itien  in  the  capture.  The  Noble  Duke,  he  faid,  meant  obvi- 
oufly,  that  if  there  had  not  been  any  dilfcnfion  between  the 
two  fervices,  the  fuccefs  would  have  been  greafer.  He  confi- 
dered  Baftia  as  a  trifling  acquiCtion,  and  thought  if  Lord 
Hood's*  fquadron  had  been  employed  clfe where, .  and  united 
with  Lord  Howe's  fleet,  our  late  viftory  over  the  French, 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  as  it  was,  would  have  been  much  more 
glorious.  The  Noble  Secretary  had  faid,  the  Houfe  had  but 
one  way  of  (hewing  its  approbation,  which  was  by  giving  their 
thanks,  and  that  they  (hould  be  given  when  the  fervice  was 
important  enough.  If  the  importance  of  the  viAory  was  upon 
every  occafion  to  be  confidetecl,  there  were  other  important 
vi£lories,  received  with  much  more  general  joy  and  tranfport, 
which  bad  never  been  noticed  with  more  than  ufual  commend- 
ation. Was  not  the  furrender  of  Valenciennes  effefted  by  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  was  not  that  furrender  of  more  importance 
than  Baftia  ?  yet  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  were  never  com- 
municated to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  tliough  he  had  difplayed 
/ach  fignal  valour^    Was  the  conduct  of  the  fun  of  the  King 
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on  that  occafion  lefs  meritorious  than  the  conduft  of  Lord 
Hood  in  taking  this  famous  Baftia  ?  and  yet  there  had  been 
BO  (hew  of  their  boafted  toyalty,  in  coming  forward  to  thank 
the  gallant  Prince.  As  the  whole  ifland  of  Corfica  was  foon 
ctpe&ed  to  become  fubjeA  to  our  dominion,  why  did  not  the 
Adminiftration  wait  till  the  whole  ifland  was  reduced  ? 

To  give  additional  aid,  the  fub]e£t  of  Toulon  was  quoted  ; 
yet  the  evacuation  of  Toulon,  with  the  burning  of  the  fleet, 
was  only  mentioned  in  his  Majcfty^s  Speech,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feffion,  and  in  the  debate,  which  is  always  confidered 
as  an  anfwer,  without  any  further  honour.  If  that  was  de- 
fcrving  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  the  Noble  Secretary  (hould 
Iiave  made  a  motion  at  that  time,  when  the  Houfe  was  welt 
attended,  and  when  their  Lordfhips  were  prepared  to  difcufs 
it. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  was  extremely  concerned  and 
aftoniihed  to  hear  the  Noble  Earl  oppofe  a  motion  of  thanks  to 
an  abfent  and  deferving  officer,  and  dill  more  fo,  to  hear  him 
do  it  on  fuch  grounds.  The  Noble  Earl  (Lauderdale)  had 
fpokcn  very  truly,  when  he  faid  it  was  an  invidioOs  taflc  to  op- 
pofe fuch  a  motion.  During  the  courfe  of  a  long  Parliament- 
ary life,  he  never  knew  an  inftance  of  it }  and  the  grounds^ 
upon  which  it  was  now  attempted,  appeared  to  him  to  be  ex- 
tremely ill-founded.  He  declared,  for  his  part,  he  thought 
more  highly  of  Britiih  ofllicers  than  to  imagine  they  would  be 
jealous  of  thanks  voted  to  each  other,  by  that  or  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament.  Lord  Howe*s  breaft,  he  was  fatisfied, 
would  (;low  with  warmer  ardour,  when  he  heard  that  a  branch 
of  that  fl';:et  over  which,  fo  much  to  his  honour,  he  prefided, 
had  acquitted  themfclves  fo  honourably  and  fo  advantageoufly 
for  their  country.  He  had  never  imagined  that  any  accidental 
diflTcrence  of  opinion  between  the  two  fervices  would  have 
been  brought  under  difcuflion  in  Parliament ;  he  knew  of  no 
inftance  of  fuch  condu£l,  and  he  conGdered  it  as  uncommonly 
cruel  and  uncandld,  in  any  Noble  Lord,  to  take  an  opportu* 
tiity  of  introducing  fuch  a  topic,  with  a  view  to  comment 
upon  it  and  do  mlfchief.'  With  regard  to  the  capture  of 
Valenciennes,  and  the  illuftrious  perfonage  concerned  in  tak- 
ing it,  the  mention  was  equally  unfair.  Every  Englilhman^s 
brealt,  no  doubt,  was  filled  with  the  mod  mteful  and  fatif- 
fadory  feelings  towards  his  Royal  Highnefs  tne  Duke  of  York, 
for  his  noble,  fpirited,  and  gallant  condu£l,  during  the  whole 
of  the  war.  But  why  thank  him  for  the  capture  of  Valen- 
ciennes ?  For  what  were  the  Houfe  to  thank  him  i  Becaufe  a 
Brlti(h  Prince,  at  the  head  of  a  part  of  a  Britifli  army,  ading 
ia  concert  with  allied  forces,  under  the  command  ef  anAther 
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lVin<!c,  dtd  his  duty  very  eminently ;  and  m  a  very  c?iftin- 
guilhed  n>anner,  no  doubt,  had  affifted  in  an  able  and  maf* 
terPy.mode  of  obtaining  pofTefEon  of  a  place  not  a  conquvft  of 
the  Britiih  nation,  nor  kept  for  them  when  Conqueredi  or  m 
their  behalf.  No  man  could  be  more  ready  than  he  was,  to 
.do  the  Duke  of  York  every  poflible  juftice.  He  deferred  h 
for  every  part  of  his  condu£l ;  but  it  was  not  a  parallel  cafe  |  it 
did  not  ftand  upon  the  ground  that  called  for  me  thanks  of  the 
Houfe.  The  whole  of  the  conduft  of  Lord  Hood  in  the 
Mediterranean,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  had  been  highly  beneficial 
to  this  country,  as  well  as  highly  honourable  to  himfelf,  but 
more  particularly  his  conqueft  of  Baftia ;  and  if  the  fuppofed 
difunton  betv^ecn  the  commanders  had  aduall?  exifted,  it  only 
added  to  the  luftre  of  the  Noble  Lord's  atcfticvement.  He 
appealed*  therefore,  to  their  Lordfhips  upon  the  hardfliip  of 
oppofing  a  motion  of  thanks  to  any  Noble  I^rd,  fenring  his 
country  at  a  diflance  with  acknowledged  zeal  and  ability,  and 
in  a  manner  fo  efle£lual,  that  no  man  could  deny  his  merit. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  again  rofe,  and  contended,  that  if 
Lord  Hood  were  to  be  thanked  for  the  capture  of  Baftia,  the 
Duke  of  York  ought  to  have  been  thanked  for  the  glorious 
part  he  took  in  the  conqueft  of  Valenciennes.  He  maintained, 
that  even  under  the  explanation  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State 
had  given  of  the  ofajeft  of  the  war,  namely,  peace,  which  he 
had  faid  could  not  be  etFc€tcd  without  reftoring  fnch  a  govern* 
ment  to  France9  as  (hould  oiler  fecurtty  to  the  reft  of  Europe, 
by  making  order,  law,  reRgion,  and  morality,  its  foundation 
principles,  the  fubvcrfion  of  the  exifting  government  of 
France  was  the  avowed  object,  which  was  a  difierenfc  objeft 
from  that  a&ually  pretended  to  be  the  objed.  He  enlarged 
on  his  former  argument,  and  fard,  that  if  the  motion  were  to 

Eis,  the  officers  ought  to  be  thanked  as  well  as  thofe  in  the 
i-fervice ;  and  therefore,  if  the  motion  of  the  freviotu  que/" 
thn^  which  his  Hon.  Friend,  the  Noble  Earl,  had  moved, 
'were  not  carried,  he  (hould  move,  as  an  amendment,  to 
extend  the  thanks  to  Lietrtenant-Colonel  Viltette,  the  com- 
mander of  the  land-forces.  His  Lordfliip  quoted  the  Gazette 
for  the  proof  of  Colonel  VHletteTs  merit. 
The  Houfe  then  divided : 

Contents  (for  the  previous  queftion)      5 
Noi'contents  (agamft  it)  3t 

Majority     26 
The  Lord  Chancellor  then  proceeded  to  read  l,ord  Grenville's 

original  motion  of  thanks,  and  was  putriog  the  qucftion,  when 

he  was  interrupted  by 

V^L.  IV.  U  a  The 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  who  ioGfted  that  he  had  a  right  firft 
to  propofe  a  motion  of  thanks  to  Colonel  Villette,  for  his 
meritorious  fervices  at  Corfica,  Colonel  Villette  being  equally 
entitled  to  them  as  Lord  Hood. 

This  interpofition  of  the  Noble  Earl  being  contrary  to  all  the 
eftabliihed  rules  of  Pariiamentj  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 
whole  Houfe. 

The  Nuble  Earl,  however,  perfifted  in  what  he  called  his 
right. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (tood  up  and  faid,  he  fpoke  to  order 
from  the  woolfack. 

"The  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  notwithftanding  this,  attempted  to 
proceed,  though  the  cry  of  "  The  Chair,"  «  The  Chair," 
echoed  from  all  fides. 

Lord  Hawie/bury  dcfired  to  be  heard  on  the  point  of  order. 
He  declared  he  had  fat  thirty-five  years  in  Parliament,  and 
never  witneiTed  fuch  unruly  and  diforderly  behaviour  in  any 
member.  He  had  never  known  a  Speaker  oppofed,  when 
laying  down  the  order  as  a  Speaker.  He  called  upon  their 
Lordfhips  to  fupport  the  Chair,  or  all  that  was  decent  and  or- 
derly in  the  Senate  would  be  annihilated. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  never  fat  down  the  whole  time ;  and 
as  foon  as  Liord  Hawkefbury  finiihed,  again  attempted  to  inter* 
rupt  the  Chancellor  (who  was  alfo  on  his  legs),  and  complained 
with  great  warmth  of  Lord  Hawkeibury  having  been  heard 
before  him,  although  he  was  up  firft. 

The  Houfe  at  length  prevailed ;  and  the  united  voice  of 
their  Lordlhips,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  compeDed  the  Noble 
Lord  to  de  fill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  was  heard  on  the  point  of  order^ 
and  declared,  that  when  he  was  laft  interrupted,  he  had  been 
on  his  legs  appealing  to  the  Houfe,  and  aflcing  leave  to  ftate 
from  the  woolfack  the  order  of  their  proceedings ;  he  meant 
merely  to  ftate  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  with  regard  to 
order,  which  he  would  then  do.»  He  explained  the  order  ac- 
cordingly, (hewing,  that  no  motion  could  be  allowed  to  pre* 
cede  thofe  of  which  the  Houfe  were  alreadyjn  poffcffion. 

The  Earl  of  Lduderdale  rofe  to  order..    His  Lordfhip  com- 

Elained  of  the  tumultuo  is  oppofition  that  had  been  made  to 
im  *,  he  faid,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  their 
Lonlfhips,  in  their  cooler  moments,  to  decide  upon.  He  had 
loft  nothing,  hbwever,  by  the  temporary  triiimph,  if  it  were 
thought  a  triumph ;  becaufe,  by  a  motion  of  amendment,  he 
could  be  let  in  to  move  all  that  lie  wiftied. 

The  Bf/hop  of  Roche/ler  declared  himlelf-  confcious  of  having 

joined  in  the  tumultuous  oppulilion  to  the  Noble  Lail,  iffo  it 

1  -  .  could 
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could  be  deemed ;  and  therefore  rofe  to  take  his  {hare  of  the 
blame,  and  ftate  the  principles  on  which  he  adted.  His  Lord- 
(hip  then  traced  the  faft  of  the  proceeding  upon  the  previous 
queftion^  when  the  words,  "  that  the  queftion  be  now  put,'* 
was  carried,  therefore  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  correft  in  his 
condud;  and,  for  his  own  part,  the  fiifliop  declared,  he 
always  would*  rup;^ort  the  Chair. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  replied,  and  ftated  the  diftinftion  that 
arofe  from  the  queftion  having  been  only  read  from  the  Wool- 
fack,  without  Lord  Grenvi lie's  having  formally  moved  it  *. 

The  Lord  Chanrehor  left  the  Woolfack,  and  gave  his  reafons 
why  he  differed  from  the  Noble  Earl. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  faid  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the 
Noble  Lord  on  the  Woolfack. 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield  declared,  in  a  fliort  but  moft  able  and 
perfpicuous  fpeech  on  the  point  of  order,  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  to  be  confidered  as  Speaker,  and  when  he  laid  do^n 
order,  being  pre-eminent,  every  other  Peer  was  bound  to  fit 
down.  He  (hould  have  thought  the  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord  diforderly,  but  not  ftated  him  to  be*  fo,  had  he 
fpoken  of  any  thing  but  order  from  the  Woolfaek ;  it  clearly 
was  not  fo  in  this  inftance,  but  corrcftly  right. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  concurred  with  the  Noble  Earl  in 
every  point  he  had  ftated ;  but  contended,  chat  he  had  been 
warranted  in  what  he  had  faid,  and  juftified  it,  by  reference  to 
daily  praftice* 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  thought  what  was  order  for  one  Peer 
ought  to  be  order  for  another.  Why  not  thank  the  Admirals 
as  well  as  Lord  Hood  ?  He  (hould  move,  as  an  amendment, 
to  infert  thanks  to  Admiral  Sir  Francis  Goodall,  and  other 
Admirals  on  board  Lord  Hood's  fleet. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  again  on  his  legs,  and  ftated,  that 
the  Lord  C^?ncellor'8  mode  of  add'  els  to  intrrat  th^^t  he  might 
fpcak  from  the  Woolfack  was  a  clear  and  fufficicnt  proof  that  he 
meant  to  fay  fomething  diforderly. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  once  more  explained,  and  proved,  that 
the  mode  he  had  adopted  was  out  of  refpef^  to  the  Houfe^ 
and  not  diforderly. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved  an  amendment  to  Lord  Gren« 
ville's  motion,  which  he  maintained  he  had  a  right  to  do.    Tlii$  ^ 
amendment  was  to  introduce  the  name  of  Colonel  Villette. 

•  Lord  Derby  was  correftly  right  in  this  point  of  order,  which,  in  ftrifl 
theory,  is  laid  down  as  his  Lordiliip  (tated  it  to  be  $  bus  h'  m  the  I  xifenefs 
of  pra^tce,  a  habit  had  obtained  of  putting  the  rtmai  d  r  ot  any  itrine  of 

Sueitions,  wh  ch  have  been  openetl  and  read  to  the  Uouie,  Without  ilie  mover 
oing  n^9re  than  band  them  to  the  Spe  :ker« 

*  V  }x%  Lord 
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L^rd  Sydney  fpoke  of  the  ufcleHbefa  of  fuch  an  amendmen*^  ^ 
tliey  might  as  well  thank  a  aiarine  officer  as  Lieutenani-Colonwl 
Villette.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  knew  the  Colonel  a  liule ;  he 
was  a  young  of&cer,  but  a  mpiitortous  one,  he  bclit^ved:  He 
bad  fenfe  and  judgment  to  know  the  nature  of  the  prefent 
attempt^  and  to  Ae  its  drift ;  and  be  belte^rcd  he  would  not 
confidtr  fmh  a  {ir.;;]ing  out  as  any  great  honour;  if  his  name 
was  introduced,  fo  mull  all  of  the  lame  rank  in  Corfica.  The 
officers  were  all  in  the  modun  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  was 
pcrfcftly  fuffirient. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  amendment^  and  negatived. 

The  Duke  of  Btdfjrd  then  moved,  **  That  the  Admirals  who 
^  zGtcd  under  Lord  Hood  be  named  in  the  thanks  with  Lord 
^'  Hood." 

The  motioD  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  remaining  motioned  acknowledgment  to  the  men,  8cc« 
under  Lord  Hood  in  th^:  expedition  at  Baftia,  was  pat  and  car- 
liedi  after  which  the  Uoufe  adjourned. 


PROTEST 

JgainJ  the  Vote  of  Thanh  to  Lord  Hood. 
D'lffentieni^ 

1.  Becaufe  it  has  not  heen  the  pra'^iicc  of  this  Houfe  to  vote 
thanks  to  officers  commaruling  his  Majefty's  forces  by  fea  or 
land,  except  on  occafions  where  they  have  eminently  advanced 
the  honour,  and  promoted  the  interefts,  of  their  country^  by 
the  mod  important  and  acknowledged  fervices. 

2.  Becaufe,  by  voting  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  except  in 
fudi  inftmces,  we  diminiOi  the  value  of  the  moft  honourable 
reward  we  have  it  inour  power  to  confer,  and  lefTen  one  of  the 
bcft  incitements  to  future  fervict. 

3.  Becaufe  the  reduction  of  Ballia  does  not  in  itfelf  appear 
to  us  to  be  fuch  a  lervice  as  calls  upon  this  Houfe  for  any  ex- 
traordinary mark  of  approbation  or  a^pplaufe.  ' 

4.  Becaufe,  whatever  the  merit  of  that  fervloe  may  be^  the 
other  Admirals  of  the  fleet,  and  the  Commanding  Officers  of 
his  Majeftv's  land-forces^  muil  have  had  their  (hare  in  it,  and 
to  refufe  thanking  them^j^  as  ha4  been  ufual  on  fmiilar  occa* 
Cons,  appears  to  us  to  jullify  an  opinion,  that  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  L,ord  Hood  originated  from  fome  naotive  of  a  private 
9md  perfonal  nature,  wJwh  ic  is  improper  for  this  Houfe  to 
fxnmtenaace. 

5.  Becaufe 
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5.  Bccaufe  CYea  minifters  themfelvcs  do -not  feem,  in  the 
iiTlt  indance,  Co  have  confidered  that  fenrice  as  entitled  to  fuch 
a  tnark  of  approbation  ;  for^  though  accounts  had  been  received 
of  the  redu£lion  of  Baftia,  previous  to  chofe  of  the  vidory  ob- 
tained by  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Earl  Howe,  no  in- 
tention was  announced  of  nroving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord 
Hood,  till  this  Houfe  had  paid  the  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  and 
honour  for  that  moft  important  and  fplendid  vi£lory. 

Bedford  Derby 

Albbmarle         Thamet. 
Lauderdale 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  June  17. 

An  account  of  the  negociable  notes  ifliied  at  Liverpool  was 
prefented,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Houfe  agreed  to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  in 
the  Slave  Trade  Bill,  and  the  Penitentiary  Houfes  Bill. 

John  CampMl^  Efq.  for  the  borough  of  Irwin^,  &c.  took  the 
oaths  and  his  feat. 

Sir  Watlin  Lewis  {oat  of  the  Reprefentatives  for  London), 
purfuant  to  notice,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  ^*  Bill  for 
«*  the  better  Regulation  of  the  City  Militia.''  He  ftated  that 
the  prefent  manner  in  which  the  militia  of  the  metropolis  was 
regulated,  was  attended  with  many  difadvantages^  aod  that 
they  were  not  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  city.  He  wifhed, 
therefore,  that  they  (hould  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing,  and 
condu£lcd  on  the  fame  plan,  with  the  militia  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  One  regiment  was  to  be  conftantly  employed 
in  the  city  *,  and  the  other  (hould  be  liable  to  any  removal 
>ivhich  might  be  thought  proper.  He  hoped  that  the  import- 
ance of  the  matter  would  imprefs  the  Houfe  with  the  neceffity 
of  its  exigency  \  and,  as  he  underftood  that  the  Houfe  would 
continue  ta  fit  for  fome  time  longer  than  was  expeftcd,  he 
hoped  that  the  Bill  would  pafs  this  feiEon.  Leave  was  granted 
to  bring  in  the  Bill,  and  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Mr.  Alderman 
Afubffon^  and  Mr.  Afderman  Newnham,  were  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  then  brought  in  the  Bill,  which  was  read 
a  firft  time.     Upon  the  order  for  a  fecbnd  reading, 

Mr.Sberidafi\9i{htA  to  know,  from  the  worthy  Alderman, 
wharprefling  neceffity  exifted  for  bringing  in  fuch  a  Bill  at  fo 
late  a  |>eriod  of  the  leflion,  when  there  was  very'  little  pro- 
bability 
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bability  of  its  pafling  into  a  law  before  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament would  take  place  ?  The  city,  he  had  obfervcd,  had 
been  well  protefted  under  its  prefent  military  cflabliibment ; 
nor  did  he  conceive  there  was  any  defire  on  their  part  of 
making  a  change  in  that  eftabliflimenty  as  no  petition  had  been 
prefcntcd  from  the  City  to  that  effeft  5  befides,  at  the  prefent 
time,  he  thought  danger  was  Icfs  to  be  feared  than  at  a  former 
period  it  might  have  been ;  fo  that  at  all  events  the  Bill  was 
mif-timed. 

Sir  IVatkin  Lrwes  faid,  that  he  had  explained  the  nature  and 
ncceflityof  the  Bill  before  the  Hon.*  Member  came  into  the 
Houfe>  and  he  was  convinced,  when  he  examined  the  Bill,  he 
.  would  not  give  it  any  oppofition. 
^  Alderman  Newnham  fupported  the  Bill,  on  the  ground  of 
the  propriety  of  regulating  the  militia,  which  were  under  the 
prclenc  regulations  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  metropo- 
lis ;  bcfides,  in  times  like  the  prefent,  he  thought  the  City 
right  in  (hewing  their  zeal  in  fupport  of  the  common  caufe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  meart  to  oppofe  a  Bill,  the  contents  of 
which  he  did  not  know  ;  but  he  thought  it  rather  an  ill-timed 
cipreffion  of  zeal,  to  come  forward  when  the  danger  was 
pafl'ed,  if  any  had  ever  exifted. 

Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  moved  to  have  the  Bill  printed,  in 
which  motion  Mr.  Sheridan  concurred. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  carried  up  the  addrefs  to  his 
Majcfty,  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Commons  therein. 

THANKS  TO  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  intended  that  day  to 
have  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Managers  of  the 
Impeachment  againft  Mr.  Hafllngs,  for  their  excellent  conduct 
in  a  laborious  fervice,  but  underRanding  that  the  motion  was 
to  undergo  fome  dif<  uHi m,  and  as  he  did  not  wifti  it  to  be  in 
fo  r')in  a  Houfc,  he  fliould  puftpone  it  to  Thursday  the  19th. 

Mr.  Sumn  r  was  proceciiing  to  ftate  the  difficulty  the  Houfe 
would  have  in  making  up  its  opinion  on  a  trial  which  had 
laft'.'d  for  many  y  a  s — when 

The  Speaker  (^bfcrved,  that  if  the  Hon.  Member  did  not  in- 
te  d  toconcluvic  witli  a  motionj  it  was  not  in  order  to  hear  hii?! 
U]x>n  a  t^otice. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  June  18. 

Met,  and  adjourned  to  Friday  the  20th. 

^he  Lord  Chancellor^  attended  by  the  Archbifholp  of  Canter- 
bury, Lord  Grcnville»  the  Earl  ot  Mansfield,  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  and  fcveral  othar  Peers,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  its  Members,  proceeded 
to  St.  James*St  and  prcfented-thc  following 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  KINO, 

FOUNDED  Off  THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEES  07  BOTH  H^TSES, 

UPON  THE  PAPERS    OF  A  SEDITIOUS  AND  TREASONABLE  NATUI&y 

WITH  WHICH  HIS  MAJESTY  HAD  ACCOMPANIED    HIS   ROYAL 

MESSAGE    OF    MAY  12. 

**  Mojl  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

•*  We,  your  Majefty's  raoft  dutiful  and  loyal  fuhjeftc,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament 
aflembled, having  taken  into  our  mod  ferious  confidcration  the 
communications  which  your  Majclly  has  been  pleafcd  to  make 
to  us,  refpefting  defigns  againil  the  public  peace  and  fafety, 
carried  on  within  this  reahn,  think  it  our  boundcn  duty,  at 
this  period,  humbly  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  thofe  fcnti- 
mcnts  to  which  we  arc  led  by  the  refult  of  that  examination. 

"  We  have  feen,  with  the  utmoil  concern  and  indignation, 
that  there  hasexifted  within  this  realm  a  feditious  and  traiter-. 
ous  con fpi racy,  dircfted  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority  of 
your  Majefty  and  your  Pariiamcnt,  and  to  the  utter  d*  ftrudtion 
of  the  eftablilhcd  conftitution  and  government  of  thefe  your 
Majefty's  kingdoms ;  and  that,  for  the  execution  of  thofe 
wicked  and  dcteftablc  defignfs,  means  of  optn  violence  were 
preparing,  and  acts  meditated,  leading  to  all  the  horrors  of  iiw 
furreftion,  anarchy,  and  rebellion. 

"  That,  with  the  fulleft  conviftion  of  thefe  cfefigns,  thua 
deliberately  entertained,  openly  avowed,  and  on  the  very  ptilnt 
of  being  attempted  to  be  executed,  wc  reel  ourfelves  bound  to 
cxprefs  to  y^ur  Majefty  our  gratitude  for  the  paternal  care 
which  your  Majcily  has  ftiewn  for  the  dcareft  intert  ftsof  your 
people,  in  having  taken  fuch  meafures  as  miglit  b^^ll  tend  to 
defeat  all  fuch  purpofes,  and  to  bri  ig  the  auuiors  a:id  abeti^rs 
of  them  to  public  juftioe, 

^^  We  have,  on  our  pit  t  prorcpdcd  without  delay,  ifter  the 
example  of  our  anccftors,  and  under  ttjc  juit  inprellion  ol  the 
exigency  of  fuch  a  fituation^  to  veft  in  your  MajJlv,  by  law, 
(iich  additional  powers  as  feem  beft  cakuiuted  to  piovide  for 

the 
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the  public  peace  and  tranquillity.  And  we  rely  with  eonfi* 
dence  on  your  Majefty'a  employing  all  legal  and  conftitutional 
means  for  the  punifliment  of  fuch  crimci ;  for  the  fuppreflion 
of  the  (irft  appearance  of  any  tumult  or  diforder  conneded 
with  them ;  and  generally,  for  the  giving,  as  the  circumftances 
manifeftly  require.,  full  energy  and  vigour  to  the  execution  of 
the  laws  by  which  all  your  Majefty's  fubjeds  are  equally  pro- 
teAedy  and  from  which  alone  thev  can  derive  the  fecare  en- 
joyment of  property,  of  liberty,  and  of  life  itfelf. 

"  And  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that,  as  we  arc 
determined  to  defend  with  refolution  and  vigour,  againft  our 
foreign  enemies,  the  rights  of  your  Majefty's  Crown,  the  fafety 
and  welfare  of  our  country,  and  the  exiftenee  of  good  order 
and  civil  fociety,  fo  we  will,  on  every  occafion,  aflbrd  to  your 
Majefty  the  fulleft  fupport  and  affiftance  in  maintaining  mvi* 
date  the  free  conftitution  of  thefe  realms,  in  preferring  inter- 
nal peace  and  tranquillity,  and  in  refifting  the  defperate  pur- 
pofes  of  thofe  who  would  introduce  among  us  tne  miferies 
which  now  prevail  in  prance ;  fuch  being  the  condud  which 
we  feel  to  be  due  from  us,  as  faithful  and  affe£}:ionate  fubjeds, 
and  as  men  deeply  imprefled  with  the  value  of  the  bleffings 
which  we  enjoy." 

The  following  is  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer: 
**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

'^  I  receive,  with  great  fatisfadion^  this  dutifbl  and  loyal 
"  addrcfs. 

'*  I  could  not  doubt  of  the  concern  and  indignation  with 
*^  which  you  would  fee,  from  the  communications  which  X 
**  direfted  to  be  made  to  you,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
•*  treafonable  confpiracy  which  has  been  carried   on  in  this 
''  kingdom,  and  dire£led  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  eftabliflied  con-^ 
^'  ftitution  and  government.  You  maybeafliired,  that  nothing 
^*  (hail  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  to  give  due  energy  and  vigour  to 
"  the  execution  of  the  laws,  in  order  to  maintam  our  internal 
'*  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  to  preferve  to  my  fubje&s  the 
"  bleffings  of  liberty  and  order.      Your  uniform  conduA 
^  afFords  me  the  fureft  plqdge  that  I  (hall,  on  all  occa(ions>  re- 
'*  ceive  from  you  that  afliftance  and  fupport  which  may  beft 
**  contribute  to  thefe  points,  fo  elTential  to  thedeareft  intcrefts 
*'  of  my  people,  whofe  happinefs  muft  ever  be  the  firft  object 
"  of  my  wilhcs." 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 

Wednesday,  June  18. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer^  and  other  Members  of  the 
Privy  Council,  proceeded  with  the  addrefs  to  the  King  on  the 
Report  of  the  Comnoittec  of  Secrecy. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  Jtme  19. 

The  Speaker  counted  the  Houfe  at  four  o*clock ;  and  therii 
being  only  twenty-fix  Members  prefent,  they  neceflarily  fcpa-^ 
rated. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

YridaYj  June  20. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  informed  the  Houfc,  that  they"  had 
waited  upon  his  Majefty  with  their  addrefs,  to  which  he  was 
pieafed  to  return  a  mod  gracious  anfwer. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  read  to  the  Houfe  the  following 
anfwer  from  Admiral  Earl  Howe,  to  the  vote  of  thanks  trani- 
mitted  by  him  to  the  Earl,  purfuant  to  order  of  the  Houfe. 

LETT£R  FROM  EARL  HOWE* 
«  My  Lord, 

**  Acknowledging  my  obligations  in  refpeft  of  the  very 
flattering  terms  in  whicn  your  Lordfhip  has  been  pieafed  to 
make  known  to  me  the  highly  eftcemed  honour  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  unanimous  refolution  of  thanks  of  the  Houfc  of 
Lords,  fignified  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  inftant,  I  art  to  in- 
treat  that  you  will  have  the  further  goodnefs  to  afTure  their 
LordQiips  of  the  deep  impreffion  I  (hall  ever  retain  of  their 
condcfcending  notice. 

"  The  merit  I  would  afTume  on  this  occafion,  confiftd  in  mf 
good  fortune ;  innfmuch  as  I  held  the  chief  command,  when  fo 
many  rcfolute  principal  and  fubordinate  officers,  as  IvcU  as 
brave  men,  ferving  under  thJr  orders,  were  employed  at  that 
time  in  the  fleet.  And  1  mult  add,  that  if  there  is  caufe  for 
triumph  in  the  late  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  fea,  it  is  truly  the 
triumph  of  the  Britifli  failors,  whofe  animated  and  perfevering 
courage,  I  believe,  has  in  no  inftancc  ever  been  exceeded.  I 
fliaH  therefore  have  a  great  ii?creafe  of  happinefs  in  obeying 

Vol.  IV.  X  X  th« 
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the  commands  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords*  bj  commuiitcatiii|  to 
thofe  feveral  defcriptions  of  perfonS)  the  lenTe  their  Lord&ips 
have  deigned  to  ezprefs  of  their  good  conduct. 
'^  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

"  With  the  greateft  refpeft, 
"  Mj  Lord, 
<^  Tour  Lord(hip*s  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant^ 

"  HOWE/* 
The  Qtfcfn  Charlotte,  at  Spithead, 
the  i8tb  day  of  June  1794. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Jum  20. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair,  went 
through  die  City  Militia  Bill,  and  made  fome  amendments 
thereto. 

♦    Mr.  Hohart  prefcntcd  the  report,  which  was  received,  and 
the  feveral  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Upon  the  queftton  that  this  Bill,  with  the  amendments,  be 
now  engrofled, 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  fliould  certainly  have  given  fome 
oppofition  to  the  Bill,  had  he  been  in  the  Houfe  when  the  Bill 
had  been  in  its  former  ftages.  He  did  not  perceive  any  im- 
mediate neceflity  for  hurrying  the  Bill  through  the  Houfe  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  not  even  to  give  the  citizens  of  London  time 
to  confider  its  efle£bs.  With  regard  to  the  particular  claufes 
of  it,  he  thought  them  highly  obje£lionable,  and  fuch  as  the 
preamble  did  not  warrant,  which  carried  on  the  very  face  of 
the  proceeding,  fomeching  like  deceit.  It  fet  forth,  that  there 
were  fome  defers  in  the  prefent  militia  eftablifhment ;  and, 
in  order  to  remedy  fuch  defe£ts,  the  Bill  entirely  deftroyed  the 
ancient  conftitutional  force  of  the  city.  Their  prefent  force 
confifted  of  9000  men,  which,  if  properlv  managed,  would  be 
an  eiFe£tuaI  proteAion  for  the  city  \  in  tne  place  of  this  force, 
it  was  propoled  that  there  ihould  be  fubftituted  two  regiments 
of  militia,  which  were  to  be  under  the  controul  of  the  King, 
and  to  add  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  confiiling  but  of 
600  men  each,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any  im« 
provement  of  its  military  force.  For  thefe  reafons,  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move,  that  the  engroffine  of 
this  Bill  be  poftponed  to  Monday  fe'nnight.  Should  it  then 
be  thought  expedient  to  perfevere  in  the  meafure.  Gentlemen 
would  at  leaft  have  the  benefit  of  the  interval  to  weigh  the 

matter 
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matter  thoroughly  in  their  minds  before  they  aflented  to  a  Bill 
of  fo  mifchievous  a  tendency. 

Sir  James  Sander/on'deftnded  the  meafure ;  he  faid,  that  all 
poffib  e  means  were  ufcd  to  render  the  defence  of  the  city,  by 
raifing  a  militia  by  the  former  law,  praflicable,  but  without 
cfFcft ;  and  he  ftated,  that  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  City  at  large, 
as  well  as  his  own  firm  convi£%ion,  that  the  city  was  fafer  with 
an  a£lual  defence  of  1200  difciplined  men,  than  it  could  be 
with  the  armed  multitude  alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman^ 
under  all  the  difadvantages  and  difficulties  of  raifing  them 
under  the  old  regulation,  if  they  could  be  raifed  at  all,  which 
he  thought  vras  not  very  likely.  He  contended  that  the  old 
force  of  the  city  was  of  no  ufe  whatever,  nor  ever  had  been. 

Alderman  Curtis  followed  him  on  the  fame  grounds,  as  did 
alfo  Sir  Watkin  Lewes, 

Mr,  Francis  oppofed  the  Bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a 
meafure  to  increafe  the  Executive  Power,  without  any  necemty 
for  fuch  increafe.  At  all  events,  from  the  importance  of  it, 
it  ought  to  have  time  allowed  for  a  fair  confideration. 

Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  fupported  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  regarded  it  as  a  Bill  of  pains  and  pe- 
nalties againft  the  City«  for  their  having  refufed  to  enter  into 
the  late  fubfcriptions  fo  earneftly  folicited  by  Government. 
The  meafure  was  fo  fraught  with  mifchief,  fo  repugnant  to 
the  fpirit  of  freedom  that  had  ever  diftinguifhed  the  metropo- 
lis, that  he  could  not  believe  the  inhabitants  had  been  confulted 
upon  the  fubjeft.  If  they  had,  in  faft,  consented  to  it,  they 
acceded  to  a  pufiUanimous  abandonment  of  their  moft  valuable 
rights  and  privileges.  They  were  to  give  up  the  power  they 
had  longenjoycdby  charter,  of  defending  themfelves  by  a  force 
fele£^ed  out  of  their  own  body,  fubje£i  only  to  their  own  laws. 
If  that  body  was  defe£live  in  fome  particular,  as  perhaps  it 
was,  the  defeft  ought  to  be  removed,  but  the  whole  fyftcm  of 
the  City  force  fhould  not  be  deftroyed  at  once,  which  by  this 
Bill  paffing  into  a  law,  he  muft  contend,  would  be  the  cafe. 
He  was  confident  that  the  citizens  of  London  did  not  tho- 
roughly underftand  the  full  extent  of  the  Bill ;  if  they  did, 
they  would  not  have  inftru£led  their  Reprefentatives  to  fup* 
port  it ;  and  if  their  Reprefentatives  did  lupport  it  after  their 
conftituents  had  proper  information  on  the  fubjeft,  he  believed 
thofc  Gentlemen  would  never  have  an  opportunity  of  prefcnt- 
ing  any  thing  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  London  ^gain,  Inftead 
of  amending  the  exifting  laws,  as  it  profeiTed  to  do,  it  went  to 
difarm  the  CJty  of  their  prefent  power,  and  to  veft  it  in  the 
iiands  of  the  Crown.    It  was  a  link  of  that  chs^in  of  innovation 

X  x  ^  on 
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on  the  rights  of  the  people  which  charadierizM  the  prefent 
Adminiftration ;  and  another  attempt  to  convert  the  govern-; 
ment  of  the  country  into  an  abfolute  monarchy.  He  thought 
this  meafure  one  of  the  moft  daring  which  had  been  brought 
forward  during  this  feffion,  and  that  it  was  a  continuation  of  the 
fyftem  of  miniftcrs  to  introduce  a  military  government  into 
tne  country,  in  place  of  its  natural  and  conflitutional  force* 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  the  meafure  had  originated  with 
the  city  of  London,  who  had  on  this,  as  on  every  other  occa- 
fion,  diftinguiflicd  thcmfelves  for  their  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  the  government  of  the  country.  They  h?d  (lepped  forward 
with  alacrity  in  fupport  of  good  order,  and  for  internal  defence. 
The  Bill,  fo  far  from  being  a.  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  wa^ 
direftly  the  rcverfe.  It  was  a  fubftitute  fpr  the  Bill  propofed 
,  by  Parliament,  from  the  letter  of  which,  the  City,  no  doubt, 
for  wifereafons,  thought  proper  to  diffent.  Still  retaining  the 
fpirit  of  it,  however,  their  condu£l  furnilhed  a  ftriking  in(tance 
of  firmnefs  and  independence  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  the  Executive  Government  on  the  other.  Mr. 
Dundas  did  not  believe  that  the  citizens  of  London  were  fo  unin- 
formed on  this  fubjeft  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  firfl  fpokc 
againft'the  E*U1  would  infinuate  :  The  truth  was,  that  the  citi-? 
zens  of  London  had  confidered  the  Bill  maturely,  and  they 
knew  it  to  he  a  proper  meafure :  They  underftood  tiicir  inte- 
refts  too  well  to  need  the  warning  voice  of  the  PJon.  Gentle^' 
man,  to  call  them  to  the  ftandard  to  affert  their  rights.  They 
knew  the  value  of  the  bleflings  they  enjoyed,-  and  they  had  too 
much  good  fenfe  ever  to  abandon  them  but  with  their  lives. 
He  then  took-  a  genera^  review  of -the  militia  laws,  and  of  the 
Volunteer  Corps  Bill,  and  pointed  out  the  variation  that  was 
folicited  by  the  prefcnt  Bill. 

Mr.  Aldermati  Nevjnham  declared,  that  the  mes^fure  did  ori- 
ginate with  the  City,  who  had  well  confidered  the  fubjeft ;  the 
Alderman  further  faid,  he  obferved  feveral  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  in  the  gallery,  whp,  if  they  were  permitted  to 
fpeak,  would  demonftrate  the  alacrity  with  which  the  propo- 
Ction  was  adopted  by  all  ranks  of  perlons  caft  of  Temple-bar. 

Mr,  Sheridan  infiftcd,  that,  if  the  city  of  London  was  in- 
duced to  concur  in  this  meafure,  it  muft  have  beer\  taken  by 
furprife,  and  not  have  had  fufficient  explanation.  He  was 
nftonilhcd  to  hear  fuch  difparagement  of  the  old  city  eftabliflj- 
ment,  efpccially  from  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  under  whofe  martial 
eye  they  were  formed  ;  he  furely  ought  not  to  ridicule  a  mili- 
tary cftablifliment,  of  which  he  himfelf  was  a  confiderablc 
commander.     [A  loud  laugh.']    He  did  not  fpeak  ironically. 

The 
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The  Hon.  Gentleman  bore  a  very  refpc£)bable  military  reputa- 
tion, though  perhaps  not  fo  high  as  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  the 
late  King  of  Pruffia,  or  Colonel  Mack,  Mr.  Sheridan  laid, 
he  was  furprifed  to  hear  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  prefent  militia  was  of  no  fervicc,  nor  that  it  ever  had 
been :  He  had  forgot  the  fervices  they  had  rendered  the  coun- 
try in  the  times  of  Charles  the  Firft,  particularly  at  the  (iqgc 
of  Gloucefter.*  The  worthy  magiftrate  (Sir  James  Sander- 
fon)  was  alfo  a  great  military  commander,  and  had  on  a  fotmer 
occafion  received  thanks  for-  his  conduft.  It  was  true,  he 
might  want  the  military  air  of  his  Hon.  Friend  near  him  (Co- 
lonel Cawthome),  but  he  might  neverthelefs  poflefs  talents, 
fufficient  to  improve  the  prefent  force  of  the  city,  and  not  lend 
his  aid  to  deftroy  it.  The  occafions  on  which  this  militia  was 
to  be  called  out,  were  notorioufly  vague.  One  of  them  Vas 
imminent  danger  of  rebellion.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  had 
already  been  fufpended,  the  militia  called  out,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment fuddenly  aflembled,  on  account  of  intended  invafi^ns 
and  apprehended  infurreftion.  The  city  force  was  now  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  City ;  if  this  force  were  fuperfeded,  the  new  ^ 
militia  would  be  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Crown.  Why  ' 
had  not  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  come  earlier  to  Parliament,  if 
they  knew  fo  well  the  inefficacy  of  the  city  militia  ?  Was  it 
only  within  a  few  days,  or  a  few  weeks,  that  tliey  had  difco- 
vered  it  to  be  ufelefs  and  burdenfome  ?  The  furrender  of  the 
charter  appeared  tp  him  extraordinary,  and  the  bafe  and  pufil- 
lariimous  manner  in  which  it  was  done  ftill  more  fo.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  confent  of  the  citizens  was  fufficient  to  in- 
duce the  Houfe  to  pafs  a  Bill  of  this  nature ;  and  being  confi- 
dent too,  that  the  citizens  did  not  underftand  the  extent  of  the 
Bill,  he  fliould  perfid  in  moving  that  the  debate  on  the  Bill  be 
adjourned  till  Monday  the  23d,  to  give  fome  ihort  time  to  the 
inhabitants  of  London  to  confider  of  the  meafure. 
Upon  this  motion  the  Houfe  divided  :  ' 

For  the  Adjournment  —  12 

Again/lit  _  _  ^q 

Majority     58 

THANKS  TO  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 
MR.  HASTINGS. 

The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,   he  conceived  it  to 

be  the  immemorially  eftabliflied  ufagc  of  that  Houfe,  when  it 

felefted  any  of  its  Members  for  the  difcharge  of  extraordinary 

duties,  or  for  the  dircftion  and  execution  of  extraordinary 

trufts,  as  foon  as  thofe  duties  were  difcharged,  and  thofe  truils 

^    fulfilled, 
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fulfilled,  to  render  them  that  fatisfadion  to  which  their  labours 
and  fidelity  entitled  theon.  Having  premifed  thus  much,  and 
afcertained  it  by  reference  to  the  condufi  of  the  Houfe  in  the 
cafes  of  impeachment  on  its  records,  he  faid,  that  he  expeded 
to  have  the  opinion  of  moft  of  the  Hon.  Members  prefcnt  with 
him,  that  if  this  ufage  was,  on  fornaer  impeachments,  confix 
dered  as  necefTarily  refulting  from  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe, 
the  prefent  cafe  came  before  them  with  a  claim  equal,  if  not 
fuperior,  to  any  that  flood  upon  their  Journals }  for  it  was  a 
taik  of  great  length,  labour,  and  difficulty,  and  had  been  per- 
formed by  the  Hon.  Managers  with  indefatigable  induftry,  un- 
paralleled patient  afiiduity,  and  laudable  obedience  to  the  de- 
fires  of  that  Houfe ;  and,  dill  more,  with  fuch  unexampled 
ability,  that  he  knew  not  what  reward  was  adequate  to  their 
fervices.  That  which  alone  the  Houfe  had  it  in  their  power 
to  beftow,  he  faid,  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  give— He 
meant,  their  thanks  and  approbation. 

Contemplating  it  rather  as  a  matter  of  juftice  than  of 
mere  favour,  when  he  had  propofed  to  move  the  Houfe 
to  this  effe^,  he  thought  that  it  would  have  been  unne* 
ceflary  for  him  to  have  made  a  fingle  obfervation  on  the  fub«* 
je£l,  further  than  to  ftate  the  fa£%s  pro  forni&y  as  a  ground  for 
the  motion  :  He  really  thought  a  debt  fo  obvioufly  due,  would 
be  difcharged  by  unanimous  confent  \  he  did  not  fuppofe  it 
poflible  that  he  (hould  have  met  with  any  oppofition.  He  did 
not  think  that  Gentlemen  could,  if  they  regarded  Parliament- 
ary propriety,  ref ufe  to  the  Managers  tne  tribute  of  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe,  whatever  might  have  been  their  early  opinions 
with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  impeachment  itfelf.  The 
right  of  impeachment  was  a  moft  valuable  part  of  the  Britifli 
conftitution,  and  perhaps  as  important,  when  exercifed  to  pro- 
XtOi  our  diftant  provinces  from  oppreffion,  and  to  controul  the 
feverity  of  Oriental  defpotifm,  as  when  enforced  to  correft  of- 
fences committed  againft  our  own  laws  and  conftitution  at 
home.  Finding  that  an  oppofition  was  intended,  he  had  taken 
fome  pains  to  confider,  and  to  conje£lure,  what  rational 
obje£iions  could  poffibly  be  made  to  it :  Such  as  he  had 
been  able  to  conceive,  he  would  anfwer,  he  faid,  by  anticipa- 
tion, referving  to  himfelf  a  right  of  replying  to  any  others  that 
might  have  efcaped  the  fearch  of  his  imagination  ;  in  whidi 
fearch  he  had  not  only  ranged  through  the  vride  field  of  objec- 
tion that  ingenuity  might,  by  its  moft  overftrained  efibrts,rai£e 
againft  his  propofition,  and  examined  them  with  all  the  atten- 
tion in  his  power,  but  he  had  taken  into  confideration  what  that 
elafs  of  men  were,  from  whom  fuch  obje£^ions  could  come 

confiftently 
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confiftently  with  their  former  condud  on  voting  the  impeach- 
ment, or  canvaifing  the  propriety  of  condud  oF  a  Member  of 
that  Houfe  in  the  difcharge  of  his  Parliamentary  functions. 

The  ufage  of  the  Houfe  on  fuch  occafions  being  undeni- 
able, he  faid  the  queftion  muft  neceffarily  refolve  itfelf  into 
this,  "  Was  there  any  thing  peculiarly  belonging  to  this  cafe, 
to  make  it  an  exception  to  the  general  practice  ?"  as  to  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency,  the  juftice  or  the  hard{hip,  of  the 
impeachment,  ^acn  was  quite  foreign  to  the  prefent  queftion. 
The  impeachment  itfelf  had  been  voted,  not  only  under  the 
convi&ion  of  the  guilt  of  the  party  impeached,  but  as  a  terror 
to  thofe  placed  in  a  fimilar  fituation  in  the  government  of  our 
diftant  provinces ;  and  whatever  the  ultimate  decifion  might 
be,  he  was  confident  that  the  example  of  Mr.  Haftings  would 
deter  other  governors  from  a  repetition  of  the  pra£iices  which 
marked  his  adminiftration :  And  fecuring  the  properties  of  the 
natives,  by  falutary  regulations,  would  temper  every  Oriental 
defpotifm. 

The  managers  who  condu£bed  all  former  impeachments 
had  been  rewarded  with  the  only  reward  which  they  could 
receive  for  their  labours,  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  He  had  examined  with  fome  bare,  whether  there 
were  any  circumftances  that  diftinguifhed  this  from  every  other 
impeachment,  in  fuch  a  manner  as.  to  make  it  improper  or 
unneceflary  to  pafs  a  vote  ef  thanks  to  thofe  Members  who 
had  conduced  it ;  and,  after  an  accurate  and  minute  inveftiga- 
tion,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  diftinguifhed  from  all  other 
trials  of  a  fimilar  nature,  by  circumftances  of  unufual  partiality 
in  favour  of  thofe  Gentlemen.  They  had  been  placed  in  a 
grand  and  ftriking  fituation,  when  the  Houfe  had  committed 
the  accufation  of  Mr.  Haftings  to  their  charge ;  and  when  he 
confidered  the  comprehenfive  inquiries,  the  patience  of  mind, 
and  the  perfpicacity  of  judgment  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  exert,  and  which  they  had  fo  amply  difplayed  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  he  thought  them  highly  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe.  The  Houfe,  by  voting  it,  had  at  leafl: 
declared  their  fenfe  that  it  (hould  operate  as  an  example  to 
regulate  the  condu£l  of  future  governors,  and  point  out  to 
them  the  neceflity  of  maintaining  good  government,  and  dif> 
penfing  with  a  faithful  hand  the  diftributions  of  equal  law  and 
juftice  to  the  moft  remote  corners  of  the  realm.  If  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  meant  to  oppofe  his  propofition,  would  them* 
felves  look  with  the  unbiaffed  eye  of  candour  to  the  proceed* 
ings,  they  would  find  in  them  fomething  more  important  and 
more  glorious  than  the  merely  vindicating  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain  at  home ;  they  would  find  them  vindicating  people 
X  and 
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to  be  brought  forth  at  that  unfeafonable  time.  ADotfaer  clafe 
of  perfons  who  might  objcd  to  the  Tote  of  thanks,  were  ihofe 
who  had  been  avene  to  the  impeachment  at  origine.  To  fuch 
he  would  make  this  general  obferration,  that  their  voices  being 
abforbed  by  the  majority*  they  were  as  much  bound  by  fubfe- 
quent  i^Mutions,  as  if  they  had  given  their  ailent  to  tfaem« 
They  were,  however,  at  liberty  to  retain  their  opinions  on  the 
propriety  of  the  meafures ;  they  could  not  add  any  thine  to  the 
'  eeUi  of  the  managers,  by  joi^ine  in  the  vote  of  thanks  \  o|t 
die  contrary,  their  diilent  would  prove  it  not  a  bufinefs  of 
oourfe,  but  of  difcrimination,  and  the  rules  of  the  Houfc 
would  preclude  them  from  animadverting  on  the  arguments 
that  led  to  that  difcuffion.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
laid,  he  felt  himfelf  impelled  by  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  enter  into 
thofe  particulars,  and  to  anticipate  the  obje£lions  that  might 
be  produced  agalnft  the  meafure* 

He  did  not  wiOi  to  be  underftood  to  cad  any  pcrfonal  reflec- 
tion on  the  Gentlemen  who  were  friends  to  Mr.  Haftings ; 
their  motives  he  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  fcan  or  to  dif- 
cuis.  The  queftion  .was,  whether  the  vote  of  thanks  (hould 
pafs  unanimottfly,  or  receive  the  aflent.  of  thofe  only  who  were 
mends  to  the  impeachment  ?  And  be  wiihed  thofe  Gentlemen 
who  had  (hewn  thesifelves  hoftile  to  the  impeachment,  and 
were  rivetted  in  their  attachment  to  Mr.  Haftings,  to  refledk 
ferioufly  before  they  gave  a  negative  to  the  motion ;  for  he 
doubted  much  whether  an  unanimous  vote  of  that  Houfe 
(honourable  though  it  was)  would  be  fo  honourable  to  the 
•Managers,  as  a  vote  of  thanks  marked  with  the  diferiminating 
negative  of  thofe  who  felt  themfelves  irritated  and  ftung  by 
the  faithful  and  admirable  difcharge  of  the  talk  impofed  upon 
them  bv  their  country. 

He,  nowevcr,  acknowledged  he  yet  entertained  a  wi(h,  that 
the  vote  of  thanks  might  be  unanimous  on  that  occafion,  as  he 
trufted  it  would  in  the  fubfequent  motion,  for  a  fimilar  mark 
of  national  gratitude  to  Lord  Hood,  &c«  and  fhew  to  thecoun* 
try  that  thofe  who  cxercifed  the  funAions  -of  good  ciri^ent  at 
home,  and  thofe  who  defended  their  country  abroad,  were 
equally  the  objefts  of  cfteem  and  veneration. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  concluded  by  moving^ 
"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Members 
^  who  were  nppointed  Managers  of  the  impeachment  againft 
*^  Warren  HaiUngs,  for  their  faithful  management  in  dlf» 
*•  charge  of  the  truft  repofcd  in  them  by  tlic  Coqimons.*' 

Mr.  Dufidas  feconded  the  motion,    . 

Mr*  Sumner  faid,  he  could  not  avoid  expreffing  his  furprife, 
that  a  motion  fuch  as  that  he  had  jufl  heard  read,  ihould  be 

confid^red 
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cOnfidered  ts  a  matter  of  courfe.    He  faidy  thtc  he  rofe  with 
CDnfiderable  diffidence  to  oppofe  a  motion  which  had  beea 
'  xAade  by  the  Right  Hotl.  Gentleman,  with  whom  it  was  gene* 
rally  his  good  fortune  to  agree.    The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  fupported  the  motion  with  all  his  talents  and  with  all  hia 
ihfluence,  but  he  mud  addj  he  had  not  difplayed  any  great  de- 
gree of  candour  in  the  couf  fc  of  his  fpeech,  when  he  prefup* 
pofed  the  obje&ions  which  would  be  made  from  a  certain  de» 
itriptioti  of  Uentlomen  in  that  Houfe,  one  of  whom  he  had 
infinite  pride  and  pleafure  in  declaring  himfelf  to  be.  Mr.  Sum* 
ner  faid,  he  was  happy  to  avow  himfelf  a  very  great  admirer  of 
Mr.  Haftings  ;  that  he  looked  up  to  him  with  every  fen^iment 
of  regard  and  afic£iion ;  but  his  objedions  to  the  prefent  mo* 
tion  arofe  from  circumftances  utterly  Independent  of  Mr. 
Haftings.    The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  Mr. 
Haftings  could  not  in  any  (hape  be  afFccled  now  by  any 
motion  that  could  be  made  in  that  Houfe ;— '•that  the  decifion 
was  before  a  competent  court,  which  could  only  determine  by 
evidence,    ^d^dmitting  this  to  be  the  fzd,  as  he  did,  ftill  a  vote 
cf  thanks  was,  in  a  certain  degree,  a  vote  of  appro1>ation  of  the 
Managers'  condu£l.    Surely  the  period  was  too  ihort  for  the 
Houfe.to  determine  upon  the  condu£i  of  their  Managers.  Seven 
years  had  the  trial  lafted, -and  it  had  been  attended  with  cir- 
cumftances  new  and  moft  extraordinary.  It  was  faid,  that  the 
prefent  motion  was  in  conformity  co  precedent,  but  even  in 
point  of  precedent,  this  was  not  the  feafon  to  propofe  a  vote 
of  thanks.    It  was  not  juftified  by  the  ufageof  Parliament, 
in  reverting  to  the  Journals,  the  Hon.  Member  faid,  inftances 
Mrere  not  wanting,  where  no  vote  at  all  was  propofed  in  behalf 
^f  the  condudlors  of  an  impeachment,  but  in  none  did  it  ap- 
pear that  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Houfe  had  been  con* 
ferred  prior  to  judgment  being  pronounced. 

[The  Speaker  obfcrved,  that  the  Hon.  Member  muft  meail 
verdiS^  and  notjudgfnenU  According  to  the  ufage  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  the  Lords  give  the  vcrdift  in  their  own  chamber.  They 
then  inform  the  Commons,  that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  to 
^ve  judgment.  The  Commons,  in  anfwer,  appoint  a  future ' 
day  to  demand  judgment.  In  the  cafes  of  Dr.  Sacheverel  and 
Lord  Macclesfield  (which  Mr.  Sumner,  when  interrupted,  was 
proceeding  to  inftance},  the  Commons  carried  a  vote  of  thanks 
ip*  the  interval  between  the  giving  of  the  verdi£k  and  the  pro- 
nouncing of  the  judgment  openly  \ti  the  court.] 

It  was  true,  Mr.  Sumner  faid,  that  on  former  occafions  thanks 

had  been  voted,  and  as  the  Speaker  had  informed  him  from  the 

chair,  before  the  judgment  was  pronounced,  but  certainly  not 

until  the  verdidl  was  known.  In  this  inftance  tl/c  thanks  would 

^  Yy2  be 
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be  TOted  many  months  before  the  judgment)  and  thongh  aisf 
thing  tiiat  could  be  conftrued  into  an  approbation  of  the  Con>- 
monS)  would  not  affed  the  judgmenti  there  was  an  indecenqf 
in  the  proceedings  which  led  liim  to  oppofe  it  in  the  firft  ia« 
ftance  by  the  previous  queftion. 

Mr.  Sumner  laid,  that  if  the  time  were  not  improper,  he 
certainly  would  not  oppoic  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Managers, 
otu  iHceptti^  who  had  faithfully  difcharged  the  truft  impofed  on    :> 
them,  by  fupporting  the  ipecific  charges  voted  by  the  laft.  M 
Houfe  ot  Commons*   Mr.  Sumner  faid»  that  he  retained  thc-^ 
fame  opinion  which  he  had  fo  often  profeflcd  of  the  charge^  "  ^ 
which  he  thought  to  be  ill-founded ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Managers  to  fupport  them,  and  he  never  would  be  fo  illiberal,  . 
as  to  objeA  to  their  recefving  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  at  a  • 
proper  time,  provided  they  could  be  given  without  their 
bcftowlng  their  thanks  at  the  fame  time  on  the  leading 
Manager,  who,  he  contended,  had  by  his  condn£l  difgraced 
and  degraded  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  had  dared,  in  their 
name,  to  vilify  every  Gentleman  who  had  had  the  honour  an4 
good  fortune  to  ferve  his  country  in  India  \  including  in  his| 
abufe,  all  their  connexions  of  every  defcription,  and  applying 
the  odious  epithet  gang  to  this  body  of  men.    [The  Speaker 
calling  to  Order  /]  Mr.  Sumner  faid,  that  if  he  could  find  mora 
meafured  expreflions  to  convey  to  the  Houfe  his  fenfe  of  thq 
mlfconduft  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  of  the  difgrace  he  had  brought 
upon  the  Houfe,  he  would  ufe  them ;  but  he  would  proceed 
tp  explain  of  what  nature  the  Manager's  condu&  had  been,  \vk 
the  hope  that  it  would  be  as  much  reprobated  by  the  Houfe, 
as  he  knew  it  was  by  all  defcriptiom  ofptrfons  cut  of  doors.    The 
faAs  that  he  fiiould  detail,  the  Meqibers  in  general  were  igno* 
rant  of,  for  very  few  indeed  had  attended ;  and  of  all  M'em« 
bers  of  the  Houle,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  below.him  was 
the  laft  man  who  was  competent  to  decide  on  the  condu£l  of 
the  Man^igers,  his  various  avocations  making  his  abfence  from 
the  trial  an  aA  of  neceility.    He  had  too  high  an  opinion  of 
the  minifter  to  think  it  pojihle  for  him  to  have  made  die  motion 
before  them,  had  he  ever  heard  the  leading  Manager  in  Weft- 
minfter-hall.    Mr.  Sumner  faid,  in  the  light  he  viewed  a  vote 
of  thanks,  he  could  not  pc^ibly  aflent  to  it.    Did  the  Houfe 
know  that  Mr.  Burke  had  folemnly  affirmed,  that  Captain 
Williaius  had  murdered  Raja  Muftapha  Cawn  with  his  own 
hands  ?    He  would  ailc,  what  authority  had  the  Houfe  given 
Mr.  Burke  to  make  fuch  a  chaise  I   Was  it  decent  or  honoura- 
ble^ in  the  Houfe  to  fufier  fuch  language  to  be  uttered  againft 
a:  y  Gentleman,  and  yet  deny  to  him  the  means  of  defending 
bimf(^f  ?    All  that  xnan  could  do  was  done  by  Captain  \Vil- 

liams 
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fiams  to  bring  this  outn^oui  calumny  to  a  fair  trial ;  he  petid*- 
oncd  the  Houfe  upon  it  five  years  ago,  the  Houfe  would  not 
bring  a  charge  that  he.  could  reply  to ;  and  is  ^hc  Manager  to 
receive  thanks  for  daring  to  charge  an  Englifh  Gentleman  with 
murder  in  a  fpeech,  and  there  to&ave  it?  Is  this  Britiih  juftice  ? 
The  laft  Houfe  voted  twenty  articles  of  hnpeachment  againft 
Mr.  Haftings}  three  were  gone  through  in  the  laft  Parliament 
Benares,  the  Begum,  and  the  Frefents.  This  Houfe,  by  a 
formal  vote*,  precluded  the  Managers  from  going  into  any 
other  articles  except  the  ContraAs ;  and  the  profecution  was 
finally  clofed  in  the  firft  fefiion  of  this  Pailiament.  Does  the 
Houfe  know,  that  in  contempt  and  defiance  of  this  refolution^ 
the  Manager  infifted  on  his  right  to  go  into  the  other  articles, 
and  exprefsly  told  the  Lord^  that  •the  Commons  had  not 
abandoned  them,  nor  ever  would  abandon  any  one  of  them  ? 
Will  the  Houfe  thank  the  Manager  for  this  contempt  of  their 
authority  ?  Does  thjc  Houfe  know,  that  the  language  ufed  by 
the  leading.  Manager  to  the  Court  was  in  the  higheft  degree 
difgraceful  ?  That  he  had  the  prefupiptlon  to  teU  the  Court, 
whether  with  a  view  to  intimidation,  or  from  the  wildnefs  of 
the  moment,  that  the  Commons  had  not  only  profecuted,  but 
they  had  fo\ind  Mr.  Haftings  guilty  when  they  impeached 
him ;  that  the  Lords  could  not  acquit  him  without  proving  the 
Legiflature  a  liar  f  Is  fuch  language  to  be  borne  ?  Is  this 
Britifli  juftice  ?  Will  an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  approve 
of  fuch  fentiments?  What  is  a  folemn  trial  by  impeachment 
but  a  mockery,  a  farce,  if  fuch  language  is  not  fcouted  by 
every  man  who  hears  it  ?  The  leading  Manager  finding  the 
general  fentiments  of  Gentlemen  who  have  ferved  in  India  to 
be  ftrongly  in  favour  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  in  order  to  invs^ 
lidate  the  teftimony  of  the^vritnefles,  has  attempted  to  blacken 
and  to  blaft  the  chara£ter  of  every  Gentleman  wno  has  breathed 
the  air  of  Afia.  Was  this  univerfal  abufe  nece£ary  in  order  to 
convift  Mr.  Haftings?   Is  the  character  and  fame  of  every 

*  The  vote  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Stinmer,  which  precluded  the  Manage^ 
from  going  into  any  farther  articles  except  Contra^s,  pafled  the  X4.tb  Pebru- 
ary  1 79 1  y  and  is  in  the  following  words  s 

"  That  in  «on(ideration  of  the  length  of  time  which  has  already  elapfed 
**  fince  carrying  up  the  unpeachracnt  now  depending  againft  Warren  Haft-* 
**  iags,  Efq.  iiafpiontQtbis  H9ufi  to  be  proper^  for  the  purpofeofobtain- 
"  ing  fubftantial  jttfticei  «utUb  as  Utile  further  dilaj  as  foJpbUf  to  proceed  t0' 
*'  no  other  Utrtirf the  feud  impeachment  tlian  thofc  on  which  the  Managers 
"  beevg  alnetdy  tkfii  ibeir  etfidemce,  excepting  onlj  fuch  parts  as  relate  to 
**  contrads^  penfiont^  and  aliowaneitJ*^ 

Upon  this  motion  a  divt(ion4ook  place,  Mr.  Ryder  propo(ing,  that  the 
froie^ution  (hould  be  in/anttj  clofed \  the  numbers  were  x6i  to  794  fo  that 
at  waf  carried  (o  go  g^  at  £ur  aa  Contra^ts^  but  no  fui  tha*. 

^  man 
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man  to  be  torn  in  pieces  without  a  hearing  ?  Is  this  to  be  done 
by  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  Are  they  pre'* 
pared  to  adopt  at  once  the  extravagant  and  indecorous  fubfti« 
tution  of  the  dang  of  Billingfgate,  for  the  ftrong  energetic 
language  of  truth  and  juftice?  Would  they  fanfiion  the 
Manager's  calling  Mr.  mftings»  *^  Spider  of  HeU/*  and 
«  Judge  of  Hellr'  Will  they  confer  on  Mr.  HaOings,  by 
this  TOte,  the  minor  titles  of  fwindler^  thief,  rogue,  (harper, 
cheat,  or  the  more  daring  defcriptions,  tyrant,  oppreflbr,  and 
murderer?  *'  I  charge  him,*'  faid  the  Manager,  ^  as  ztjrant^ 
^  cMreffoTf  and  murJirer  in  the  largtRfinfi  of  the  vford.**  Does 
the  Houfe  know,  that  though  Mr.  Burke  was  reprimanded  for 
accufiug  Mr.  Haftings  of  murder,  he  repeated  the  charge  on 
the  very  next  day,  and  again  repeated  It  a  few  days  ago,  as  he 
fays  himfelf,  in  tbelargififenfi  of  the  'worJ?  laftead  of  thanks^ 
does  he  not  defenre  the  refentment  and  the  reprobation  of  the 
Houfe  ?  Has  the  Houfe  ever  charged  Mn  Haftings  with  mur« 
der  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  reprimanded  the  Manager  for 
uGng  fuch  foul  languafre  ?  In  his  laft  and  dofiog  fpeech  he  has 
dared  to  fay,  that  he  charged  Mr.  Haftings  with  murder  in  the 
hrgeft  fenfe  of  the  word,  and  this  is  at  a  period  when  he  could 
mauLC  no  new  charge  of  any  kind  without  a  pofitive  difobedi- 
cnce  of  the  orders  of  the  Houfe.  Shall  we  return  him  thanks 
for  abufing  fo  grofsly  the  confidence  which  the  Houfe  repofed 
in  him? 

Did  the  Houfe  mean  to  impeach  every  man  who  had  ferved 
his  country  in  India,  when  thev  put  Mr.  Haftings  on  his  tria]  i 
The  violence  of  the  Manager  had  fpared  neither  the  dead  nor 
the  living.  Hear,  faid  Mr.  Sumner,  what  he  fays  in  his  dofing 
fpeech : 

•*  This  cruel  tyrant,  Hannay,  t  fubftitute  for  a  ftill  more 
*^  cruel  and  bloodv  tyrant,  Warren  Haftings — ^Haftings  fay^ 
«^  to  Hannay,  you  have  fucked  blood  enough  for  yourfeli,  now 
^  fuck  blood  for  jour  neighbours.**  ' 

Does  this  Home  authorife  fuch  language  ?  Colonel  Hannay 
.IS  dead.  No  part  of  his  condud  is  implicated  in  the  articles 
on  which  the  cnufe  refts. 

Speaking  of  anothez  Gentleman,  the  Manager  fays,  "  This 
•'  Eair.u:,  :he  writer  of  tVic  extraordinary  letter,  one  of  the 
,•*  niii*:.*ry  farricxs  general  employed  under  Hannay  in  defo^ 
•^  !*tia,{;  ti.e  country.'*  Is  fuch  language  ta  be  countenanced 
cr  endured?  What  is  there  in  the  charge  that  applies  in  the 
faiallcft  degree  to  Major  Balfour  ? 

Speaking  of  Major  Oftiorne,  the  Manager  faid,  ^  Major 
*'  Ofborne  had  been  difmifled.  A  court-martial  removed 
•^  him,  juftly  or  unjuftly  I  care  notj   from  his  fituation. 

«  There 
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^*  There  he  fits  in  that  box.  Who  fent  him  tp  Oude^  to  fack 
*'  the  blood  the  nilitanr  had  fpared?'* 

What  is  there,  faid  Mr.  Sumner,  in  the  articles  on  whicli 
the  Commons  reft  their  cafe,  that  applies  to  Major  Ofbome  i 
The  Houfe  is  degraded  and  difgraced  by  the  mifcondnQ  of  the 
Manager. 

^^  nis  fupple,  worn-down,  beaten,  cowed,  and  I  am  afraid^ 
*^  bribed  colleague,  Mr.  Wheeler."  Is  this  juftifiable  lan- 
guage to  be  applied  to  a  man  who  is  no  more,  when  there  is 
no  evidence  that  can  warrant  fuch  an  inCnuation  ?  In  any 
ftagc  of  the  trial*  faid  Mf.  Sumner,  fuch  language  would  be 
highly  improper  J  but  in  the  laft  ftageof  it,  after  evidence 
was  clofed  on  both  (Ides,  to  make  fuch  remarks  was,  ia  fa£t» 
to  betray  the  caufe  entrufted  to  him ;  for  he  excited  no  fenti- 
ments  but  tbofe  of  indignation  and  contempt,  either  in  the 
Court  or  in  the  audience,  by  fuch  general  and  illiberal 
abufe. 

In  the  fame  indecent  terms  that  the  Manager  had  mentioned 
every  Gentleman  almoft  who  had  given  evidence  on  the  trials 
did  he  addrefs  the  Court.  Does  the  Houfe  know,  that  iti 
oiFering  a  piece  of  evidence  which  the  Court  unanimoully 
rejeAed,  the  Manager  told  them  that  he  was  addrelling  an 
aUembly  of  Nobles,  that  they  would  not  do  fo  foul  a  thing  as 
to  rejetk  the  evidence  he  offered ;  for  if  they  did,  they  would 
a£l  like  thieves  in  a  night-cellar  ? 

Mr.  Sumner  faid,  he  could  continue  to  quote  paffa^es  from 
the  laft  fpeech  of  the  Manager  fo  very  offenfive  to  decency,  to 
degrading  to  the  chara£ler  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as 
would  fhock  the  ears  of  every  Gentleman  who  reSeded,  that 
as  a  Member  he  fhared  in  the  difgrace  brought  upon  them  all 
by  the  Manager;  but  he  trufted  he  had  laid  fufficient  grounds 
for  the  motion  which  he  meant  to  conclude  with,  and  would 
therefore  move  the  previous  queflion. 

Mr.  JFiglej  hid,  he  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion,  and  very 
fully  concurred  in  all  the  obfervations  of  his  Hon.  Friend. 
But  there  was  another  reafon  which  alfo  weighed  raoft  forcibly 
with  him :  The  Houfe  was  fenfible  of  the  clamour  which  had 
been  raifed  out  of  doors,  and  juftly  raifed,  on  account  of  th? 
unprecedented  duration  of  this  trial.  The  Houfe  felt  it,  m.d 
had  ordered  a  Committee  to  report  the  caufes  of  the  durarion 
of  it.  The  Houfe  had  good  reafpns,  he  prcfumed,  though 
,rhey  did  not  occur  to  him,  for  appointing  the  Managers  to  be 
the  members  of  that  Committee.  It  ftruck  him,  that  ihey  wcie 
made  judges  in  their  own  caufe,  for  the  fault  muft  be  with  the 
Managers,  the  counfcl  of  Mr.  Haftings,  or  the  Lords.    In  the 
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dofc  of  that  Rq)ort  another  V:is  pfbmife J.  "Was  it  d^nt  to 
thank  the  Managers  before  znj  motion  was  even  mad^  upon 
^  firft,  or  before  Ae  fecond  Report,  though  promifed^  long^ 
ago,  was  deliyered  ?  No  precedent  of  former  thanks  applied  in 
tny  degree  to  this  cafe.  The  trial  had  hfted  feren  Tears,  and 
would  not  be  finally  terminated  until  the  next  feffion*  Let 
Gentlemen  confider  the  nature  of  their  Managers*  conduA 
before  they  came  forward  with  a  TOte  of  approbation,  if  the 
trial  had  been  finiflied  in  the  firft  year,  die  Houfe  would  have 
been  competent  to  form  an  opinion,  but  the  Members  had  de- 
ferted  the  Hall,  and  even  of  the  Managers  very  few  had  lately 
attended.  At  all  events,  Mr.  Wiglcy  conceived  the  prefent  to 
be  a  very  improper  time  to  vote  thanks  to  the  Managers. 

Mr.  RMn/on  faid,  he  had  been  prefent  in  Weftmin(ler-hall 
when  the  leading  Manager  had,  m  his  opinion,  treated  the 
Court  with  very  great  indecency.  The  fecurity  of  the  confti- 
tution  depended  upon  each  branch  of  the  Legiflature  being  kept 
perfedly  diftinft,  and  on  its  being  treated  with  every  degree 
of  refpe£b.  As  the  leading  Manager  had  not  adled  towards  the 
Court  in  a  manner  that  became  him  to  aA,  he  fliould  certainly 
oppofe  his  receiving  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe. 

JUrl  Windham^  after  complimenting  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  mafterly  manner  in  which  he  had  antici- 
pated and  anfwered  the  obje£lions  to  the  motion,  faid,  that 
although  at  firft  intending  not  to  fpeak,  as  being  in  fome  de- 

See  a  party  in  the  queilion,  yet  he  felt  himfelf  relieved  from 
is,  by  the  diftin^ion  taken  between  Mr.  Burke  and  the 
other  Managers;  although  he  was  convinced  there  was  not 
one  of  them  out  would  be  proud  to  be  connected  with  him  in 
the  fame  and  honour  of  the  tranfa£lien.  Declaring  himfelf  as 
competent  to  decide  upon  what  had  pafTed  at  the  trial  as  any 
other  perfon  whatever,  from  his  conftant  attendance,  he  at* 
firmed,  that  in  every  inftance  quoted  by  the  Member  who 
oppofed  the  motion,  he  had  been  completely  miftaken;  in 
many  inftanccs  attributing  to  Mr.  Burlfe  words  never  uttered 
by  him,  and  in  others  the  expreffions  were  fp  garbled  and  fe- 
parated  ffom  the  context,  y  not  to  be  underftood.  He  faid 
that  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  by  what  vocabulary  of  politenefs, 
what  academf  of  compliments,  courts  of  criminal  judicature 
were  to  be  directed  in  the  choice  of  language,  and  in  the 
feledion  of  foft  polite  words,  to  exprefs  the  crimlnalitv  of 
culprits.  Thoughts,  he  faid,  were  only  to  be  conveyed  by  fuit* 
able  expreflions;  and  the  indignation  of  a  virtuous  man  agftinft 
a  perfon  whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  a  criminal,  could  not  be  ex* 
l^refled  in  very  polite  terms.    He,  for  oncj  had  ncYer  con« 
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ceiTcdj  that  in  fpeaking  upon  what  the  Managers  looked  upon 
to  be  crimes  of  the  decpcft  dye^  they  were  to  obfervc  the 
couftly  language  of  a  dhiwing-toom. 

Mr.  Francis  faid^  that  his  intention  in  addrefldng  the  Houfe 
-on  the  prefent  occafion,  was  to  give  his  teftimony  as  a  witnefs 
to  certain  points  of  fa£l :  That  having  attended  the  trial  with 
*^e  greateft  diligence,  and  more  conftantly,  he  believed,  than 
any  other  Member  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  at  le^ft  a  competent 
witnefs  upon  every  thing  that  pafled,  and  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  aflume  any  other  character  in  this  debate :  That» 
nvithout  queftioning  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  veracity,  he  did 
and  muft  difpute  the  exa£%nefs  of  his  recolle£lion  on  many 
points;  and  that  even  the  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  had  not . 
trufted  entirely  to  his  own  memory,  having  been  obliged  to 
refrefh  it  by  recurring  to  a  newfpaper,  to  which  Mr.  Francis 
well  knew  that  no  confidence  ought  to  be  given :  That  he 
thought  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  greatly  overitated,  and  given 
a  very  harfli  and  (trained  conftru£iion,  in  every  inftance,  to 
the  language  ttfed  in  the  pleadings  by  his  Right  Hpn.  Friend  \ 
but  that,  in  fome  very  material  particulars,  he  took  upon  him 
to  affirm,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  grofsly  miftaken 
or  mifinformed.  For  example,  the  expteflion  of  Spider  of 
Hell  was  never  applied  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  to  Mr. 
Haftings ;  it  was  a  quotation  from  a  fpeech  of  Sir  Edward 
Coke  againft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  Mr.  Burke,  when  he 
mentioned  it,  had  fpoken  of  it  as  a  weak  and  foolifli  expre& 
fion  i  that  the  words,  0  Judge  of  Hellj  were  nothing  but  a 
quotation  from  Virgil, 

Caftigatque  auditque  doles,  fubigitque  fateri, 

which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  tranflate  into, 
very  vulgar  Englifli,  and  then  fixed  his  own  Englifh  words 
upon  Mr.  Burke.  There  was  another  inflance,  more  materia) 
than  all  the  reft,  on  which  he  could  aver  with  pofitive  cer- 
tainty, and  would  be  ready  to  do  fo  in  a  court  of  jufttce,  if  it 
were  neceffary,  on  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  moft  com- 
pletely miftakenj  namely,  when  he  aiTerted  that  his  Right 
Hon.  Friend  had  treated  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  ( in  which  fome 
expreffion  he  had  ufed  relative  to  Sir  £]ij!ih  Impey  had  been 
dilavowed  and  difapproved  of)  with  levity  and  difrefpedi* 
This  charge,  Mr.  Francis  affirmed,  was  not  true,  and  that 
there  was  not  the  fmalleft  ground  or  pretence  fcwr  it:  That, 
on  the  contrary,  when  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  mentioned  this 
vote  in  Weftminfter-hall,  he  did  it  in  terms  of  the  greateft 
<leference  and  refpc^)  and  with  a  moft  fingular  choice  and 
Vol.  IV.  2  2  proprir 
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propriety  of  language ;    for  the  truth  of  which  Mr.  Framcb 
appealed  to  Mr.  Fox- 
Mr.  Francis  then  obfcrved,  that  Gentlemen  who  laid  fuch 
mighty  ftrcfs  on  cafual  expreflions,  or  other  little  circumftances 
not  eiTcntial  to  the  condu£l  of  fo  heavy  and  fo  laborious  a  ^ufi- 
nefs  as  the  impeachment,  (hould  have  been  particularly  cau* 
tious  in  dating  the  fads  with  the  utmoft  accuracy  3  and  nnally, 
that  eten  if  it  had  been  true,  that  any  inconfiderate  or  even 
pafiionate  exprcffion  had  efcaped  any  of  the  Managers,  which 
lie  was  far  from  admitting,  it  would  be  no  objcftion  to  the 
vote  of  thanks  then  propofcd.    This  vote  expreflcd  nothing 
but  to  thank  the  Managers  Ar  their  faithful  management  in  their 
difchatge  of  the  trujl  repofed  in  them^  and  neither  did  nor  could 
be  fuppofcd  to  bind  the  Houfe  to  adopt  every  individual  word 
ufcd  by  the  Managers  in  their  pleadings ;    and  that  therefore, 
unlefs  it  could  be  dated  and  proved,  that  their  management 
had  been  unfmithfal^  which  had  not  been  attempted,  nor  even  * 
pretended,  the  Houfe  could  not  judly  rcfufe  their  aflcnt  to  the 
refqlution  as  it  dood  propofed. 

Mr,  Fox^  contrary  to  his  intention,  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  fay  a  few  words.  He  difclaimed  all  feparation  between  the  • 
red  of  the  Managers  and  the  Right  Hon.  Member,  fo  emi- 
nently qualified,  not  only  by  nature,  but  likewife  by  his  parti* 
calar  dudy  and  attention,  to  be,'  as  he  was  termed,  their  leader 
in  this  buGncfs,  and  with  whom  it  was  their  boad  and  glory 
to  be  identified.  As  to  the  imputation  of  ufing  harih  terms, 
lie  did  not  conceive,  that  the  Managers  were  chofen  for  their 
capabilities  in  courtly  phrafes  >  and  as  to  perfiding  to  think 
the  fate  of  Nundcomar  a  murder,  if  there  was  any  blame  in  it, 
jt  was  his,  for  it  was  he,  and  not  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  fo  ex« 
prciTed  himfelf  bofore  the  Lords,  fubfequent  to  the  cenfure 

i mailed  upon  Mr.  Burke  by  the  Houfe;  and  he  was  yet  to  learn, 
lovv  any  vote  of  that,  or  any  other  Hovfei  however  it  might 
controul  his  words  or  actipns,  was  to  fliackle  his  thoughts  or 
opinions. 

Mr,  Law  rofe  after  Mr.  Fox,  and  faid,  that  it  was  unne- 
ccflary  for  him  to  fay  much  more  than  to  confirm  the  datement 
of  his  two  Hon.  Friends,  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Wigley,  which 
he  did  mod  completely;  norcoUld  he  fupprefs  his  furprife  and 
-.tdonifliment  at  thcconduG  of  Gentlemen  of  charaflcr,  whofc 
talents  he  revered,  in  attempting  to  excufe  the  leading  Mana- 
j;er,  by  aflcrting  that,  in  fome  indances,  his  expreflions  had 
l»een  mlfreprcfented.  Mr.  Law  folemnly  affirmed  that  they 
were  not ;  that  the  Englifh  language  did  not  afford  cxprefiionfi 
more  x^rofs,  violent,  abufive,  and  indecent,  than  thoic  which 
4       .  the 
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the  Manager  had  ufed.  If  any  paffage  in  his  fpcech  could  be 
called  fublime  and  beautiful,  it  was  at  beft  but  fublime  and 
beautiful  nonfenfe;  at  other  times  his  cxpreflions  were  fo  vul- 

-  gar  and  illiberal,  that  the  loweft  blackguard  in  a  bear-garden 
would  have  been  afliamed  to  utter  them.  He  was  indeed  fur- 
prifed  that  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  (hould  conde- 
fccnd  to  mix  his  charafter  with  that  of  the  leading  Manager. 
Mr.  Law  faid,  he  had  been  a  very  conftant  attendant  upon  the 
trial,  and  he  had  often  feen  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  exert 
his  great  abilities  in  fupport  of  the  caufe  alEgned  to  him,  and 
as  often  excited  in  order  to  corrcft  the  follies  and  intempe- 
rance of  the  leading  Manager.  Whatever  his  abilities  might 
be,  he  was  totally  unfit  to  condudl  a  public  trial.  His  vio- 
lence, his  paffion,  and  his  obftinacy,  were  unconquerable; 
and  as  for  his  fuppofed  information,  he  was  really  aftonilhed 
that  a  man  who  had  been  twenty-two  years  employed  in  Indian 
inquiries  (hould  dill  be  fo  very  ignorant  of  India.  His  preju- 
dices had  totally  warped  his  judgment.  The  feeling  of  the 
Public,  Mr.  Law  faid,  would  not,  and  could  not,  be  changed 
by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe.  Many  thoufand  perfonsof  both  fexes 
had  heard  the  clofing  fpeech  of  the  Hon.  Manager,  which  had 
laded  nine  days.  His^expreiTions  could  not  be  miftaken ;  and 
he  was  confident  that  if  the  minutes  of  the  (hort-hand  writers 
were  called  for,  it  would  appear  that  the  terms  he  ufed,  inflead 
of  being  lefs,  were  more  illiberal,  outrageous,  and  ofFcnfive, 
than  his  Hon.  Friends  had  rcprcfcnted  them  to  be.   They  were 

.univerfally  reprobated  from  the  firft  charadlers  amongft  the  nu- 
merous audience  that  had  heard  them,  down  to  the  meflcngers, 
xloor-keepers,  and  guards.  In  that  Houfe  Mr.  Law  faid,  Gentle- 
men would  not  fpeak  out ;  but  he  knew  that  they  condemned 
the  conducb  of  the  leading  Manager  as  much  as  he  did ;  but 
obferved  that  he  was  not  to  be  controuled,  and  that  oppofuioa 
only  made  him  the  more  violent.  Mr.  Law  faid,  the  Manager 
had  treated  the  Coutt  as  ill  as  he  had  done  Mr.  Ilaftings.  'fo 
the  truth  of  the  various  quotations,  one  excepted,  which  was 
of  an  old  date,  he  bore  the  fullelt  teftimony.  The  exprcfTions 
were  ufed  in  this  year,  and  all  of  them  within  a  month,  l^he 
context  in  no  inftance  could  take  away  from  the  groflhrfs  pr 
iiliberality  of  the  exprefEons.  It  was  difj^raceful  to  the  Houfe, 
and  fcandalous  to  the  caufe  of  juftice,  that  the  mod  atrocious 
libels  ihould  be  uttered  againft  Gentlemen  whofc  conduct  was 
net  in  queftion,  and  who,  confequently,  could  not  defend 
thtmfelves.  Amoiigil  the  Gentlemen  with  whofe  charaftcrs 
the  R'anager  had  made  fo  free,  there  was  one  very  old  and 
int  m  c  friend  of  h  s  own,  Major  Ofborne,  a  Gentleman  of 
as  lair  and  hoQQttra:)!^  a  chira£ier  as  any  in  England,  arid  a 
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man  who  knew  how  to  defend  himfclf.  •  It  was  highly  unjuft 
in  the  Houfe,  and  highly  impolitic^  tb  afford  their  fan£bioni» 
the  flighteil  degree  to  any  of  the  abominable  calumnies  that 
were  uttered.  It  involved  them  in  injufticc,  inconfiftency, 
and  abfurdity.  It  degraded  the  national  chara£lcr  moft  un- 
juftly  throughout  Europe.  Barrerc  in  the  National  Conven- 
tion had  the  other  day  detailed  as  fad,  an  infamous  falfehood, 
which  party  malice  had  invented  many  years  ago ;  he  meant 
the  accufation  that  the  Englifli  were  the  authors  of  the  dread-* 
ful  famine  that  raged  fo  fatally  in  Bengal  in  the  year  1770, 
At  that  time,  Mr.  Law  faid,  he  was  in  Bengal,  and  he  aflSrmcd 
moft  folemnly  that  every  exertion  was  made  by  the  Btitifh  go- 
vernment to  leffen  the  (hocking  miferies.  which  the  peoplQ 
fuftained,  not  from  any  mifmanagement  of  the  government^ 
which  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  but 
from  a  failure  in  the  periodical  rains ;  that  every  civil  fervantof 
the  Company,  every  Briiifli  officer  at  every  military  ftation, 
and  every  Engllftiman  throughout  Bengal,  exerted  himfelf  to 
alleviate  the  diftrcffes  of  the  people.  The  moft  liberal  fub- 
fcriptions  were  entered  into,  and  every  perfonal  exertion  ufedi 
to  procure  grain  wherever  it  could  be  found  ^  yet  fomc  modern 
hiftorians  had  reprefented  the  Englifii  as  the  caufc  of  that 
famine,  and  as  infenfible  of  the  miferies  it  brought  upon  the 
people. 

In  the  fame  ftyle  of  mifreprefentation  did  the  leading  Mana-r 
gcr,  in  the  firft  year  of  this  trial,  introduce  a  ftory,  which 
refounded  through  Europe,  to  the  difgrace  and  fcandal  of  this 
nation ;  he  meant  the  ftory  of  Deby  Sing.  Mr.  Law  faid, 
that  on  its  being  told,  he  affirmed  that  it  could  not  be  true* 
He  knew  that  cruelty  was  no  part  of  an  Englifti man's  charac- 
ter in  any  country,  and  as  little  fo  in  India  as  any  part  of  the 
world.  This  juftice  he  wps  furc  the  Noble  Marquis  would  do 
to  his  countrymen  \  for  he  was  too  high  and  too  honourable  a 
charadcr  to  conceal  the  truth,  becaufc  men  of  great  confidera- 
rion  in  this  country  had  been  mifled.  The  Noble  Marquis  had 
{hewn  himfelf  to  be  fuperior  to  thofe  follies  and  prejudices 
which  had  diftinguiflied  fo  many  perfons  in  England. 

The  leading  Manager  had  implicated  a  very  intimate  friend 
of  his  in  the  ftory  of  Peby  Sing }  he  meant  Sir  John  Shore, 
whom  the  minifter  had  feleded  to  govern  Bengal.  He  had 
defcribcd  that  Gentleman  as  an  accomplice  in  the  crimes  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  and  had  gone  fo  far  in  folly  as  to  remonftratc  to 
the  Direftors  on  their  appointing  him  Governor-General  of 
Bengal. 

Mr.  Law  faid,  that  when  he  heard  the  Manager  tell  this 
ftory  with  fo  muqh  confidence  in  "VV^ftminfter-hall,  he"wa3 
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fure  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the  country  that  the  (lory 
covld  not  be  true;  but  his  regard  for  Sir  John  Shore,  and  his 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  induced  him  to  lift  the  bu- 
iinefs  to  the  bottom.  He  went  mod:  carefully  and  attentively 
jdirough  all  thofe  volumes  which  the  Manager  had  in  his  poiTef- 
£on  alfo,  and  he  boldly  challenged  the  mod  inventive  malice 
of  /the  mod  malicious  man  that  ever  exided  to  affix  blame 
cttlier  upon  ftJr.  Hadings  or  Sir  John  Shore  for  any  concern 
they  had  in  that  tranfaftion.  The  £aft  was  Ihortly  this ;  a 
^idri^l  was  rented  for  two  years  to  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Deby  Sing,  and  let  out  again  by  him  to  under  farmers.  This 
man  had  been  for  years  employed  in  the  revenue  line,  and  was 
much  edeemed  both  by  Sir  John  Shore  and  Mr.  Anderfon. 

The  fird  year  the  rents  were  regularly  paid ;  in  the  fecond 
there  were  complaints  cf  great  feverities  having  been  ufcd  in 
the  colie^lion  of  the  revenue.  The  fird  and  the  only  aft  done 
by  Mr.  Hadings  throughoaC  the  whole  bufinefs,  was  to  order 
Dcby  Sin*^  to  be  removed,  anil  that  in  fo  hady  a  manncr>  as  to 
expofc  himfclf  to  the  charge  of  having  afted  with  too  much 
fevcrity  to  him.  A  Gentiemao  wss  deputed  to  receive  the 
complaints  of  the  natives,  Mr,  Pateribn,  of  whom  the  world 
.hiis  hcMrd  fo  much,  and  who  was  fo  little  pleafed  with  the  ex- 
travagant encomiums  of  the  leading  Manager,  that  he  has 
publicly  difavowed  them,  and  has  publicly  exprefled  concern 
^hat  his»  reports  diould  have  been  tortured  into  evidence  againft 
Mr.  Hadings,  who  had  no  fort  of  concern  in  the  bufinefs  i  but 
was  mod  anxious  to  deteft  the  enormities  of  Deby  Sing,  and 
to  punifii  him«         ^ 

Mr^  Paterfon  tranfmitted  to  Calcutta  all  the  complaints  he 
had  received,  and  amongd  them  were  datements  of  cruelties 
praftiled  upon  certain  of  the  natives,  too  (hocking  to  be  re- 
peated. Thefe  complaints  arrived  when  Mr.  Hadings  waii 
abfent,  and  the  Board  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Compa- 
ny's fervants  (all  fenior  to  Mr.  Paterfon,  and  not  junior,  a.^ 
the  Manager  dated)  to  fift  this  bufinefs  to  the  bottom.  The 
Commiflioners  were  fworn,  and  the  examinations  were  taken 
upon  oath.  Their  commiffion  did  not  terminate  until  long  after 
Mr.  Hadings  was  in  England  ;  and  the  refult  of  the  fulled  ex- 
amination was,  that  the  mod  dreadful  of  the  cruelties  charged 
never  were  committed  at  all,  and  that  for  fuch  feverities  as 
were  cxercifcd,  no  poffible  blame  could  attach  upon  any  Eng- 
lifli  Gentleman.  Such,  Mr.  I^aw  affirmed,  was  the  true  date 
of  the  cafe;  and  it  was  a  difgrace  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
that  the  leading  Manager  (houid  have  travelled  out  of  his  in- 
diftment,  in  order  to  utter  his  calumnies  againd  Sir  John 
Shore,  and  tlic  public  fervants  c^iployed  in  th^  revenue  line. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Law  lamented  exceedingly  that  fo  fuperior  a  min  as 
Mr.  Fox,  ilncc  he  had  accepted  the  office  of  a  Manager,  had 
not  condtfcended  to  examine  and  to  judge  for  himfelf  before 
he  fpoke.  Had  he  ever  himfelf  looked  into  the  hiftory  of  Deby 
Sinr,  he  never  could  have  juftificd  for  a  moment  the  condu^ 
of  the  leading  Manager. 

Nor  was  this,  faid  Mr.  Law,  the  only  inftance  in  which 
the  leading  Manager  had  quitted  the  articles  entrufted  to  him, 
in  order  to  indulge  the  malignity  of  his  own  difpoGtion.     He 
had  lately  dcfcribcd  Mr.  Haftings  as  amaaoflow,  vulgar, 
and  obfcure  origin,  whofe  occupations  had  been  bafe,  mean, 
and  fofuid.     If  ic  were  of  any  conftquence  in  this  free  coun- 
try, and  at  this  period,  for  a  man  to  value  himfelf  upon  the 
accidental  circumftance  of  family,  Mr.  Haftings  might  have 
ar,  fair  grounds  to  boaft  of  his  family  as  any  gentleman  in  the 
Iloufe.  Such  topics  were  ridiculous ;  but  that  from  fuch  a  man 
as  the  Manager  a  word  (hould  b«  uttered  on  the  fubjefk  of 
low,  mean,  and  obfcure  origin,  was  indeed  moft  extraordi^ 
nary ;  the-  Manager,  of  all  men  living,  ought  to  have  avoided 
fuch  a  topic.     Mr.  Haftings,  the  Manager  faid,  had  been  a 
fraudulent  bullock  contrador  in  the  year  1761.    This  was 
downright  calumny.  Where  was  the  charge  voted  by  the  Houfe, 
or  where  the  evidence,  that  entitled  him  to  make  fuch  an  af- 
fcrtion  ?  Indeed,  faid  Mr.  Law,  the  Manager,  in  his  clofing 
fpeech  of  nine  days,  wafted  five  of  them  upon  points  that  had 
not  the  moft  diftant  relation  to  the  caufe  entrufted  to  him  by 
the  Houfe ;  and  the  more  he  confidered  his  condud,  the  more 
was  he  convinced,  that  from  1788  to  this  day,  he  had  fyftem- 
atically,  for  fome  purpofe  or  other,  delayed  the  clofe  of  the 
trial  to  as  late  a  period  as  he  poflibly  could,  to  the  abufe  of 
public  juftice,  at  a  moft  enormous  expence  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  manifeft  inconvenience  of  all  ranks  of  people.     Every 
thing  he  had  done  was  for  the  purpofe  of  delay.     The  Houfe 
collectively  had  not  attended,  and  therefore  could  not  judge; 
but  fuch  Gentlemen  as  had  heard  the  Manager  examining 
witneflcs,  keeping  fome  of  them  four  days  together,  alkiiig 
queftions  that  had  no  relation  to  the  points  in  iflue,  or  putting 
the  fame  qucllions  over  and  over  again,  muft  be  convinced 
that  delay,  and  delay  alone,  was  his  objeA.     No  words,  Mr. 
Law  faid,  could  convey  to  Gentlemen  who  had  not  heard  his 
clofing  fpeech  an  adequate  idea  of  it — it  lafted  nine  days — 
two  were  employed  in  going  through  the  Benares,  and  two  in 
goin;2:  over  the  Begum  article  :     A  moft  indecent  proceeding, 
Mr.  Law  faid,  in  his  opinion,  and  a  very  poor  compliment  to 
the  M.inr.jTCrs,  who  had  well  and  ably  performed  their  duties  j 
a  piojjcciing  that  could  have  no  other  cflftil  than  to  weaken 

the 
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the  force  of  their  obfcrvations.  Such  was  the  unlverfa!  rc- 
ihark.  Another  day  was  walled  in  part  by  remarks  on  that 
article,  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  liad  en- 
forced by  every  arsument  that  talents,  eloquence,  and  inge- 
nuity could  bring  forward,  and  which  well  merited  the  mod 
ferious  attention  of  every  man.  Mr.  liaw  faid,  though  he 
diiFcred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Fox,  yet  he  muft  do  him  the 
juftice  to  fay,  that  all  that  man  could  do  to  fupport  the  cnufe 
ne  had  done.  But  here  again  the  leading  Manager  muft  in- 
terfere I  he  muft  deftroy  as  far  as  he  could  the  effe£l  produced 
by  Mr.  Fox's  fpecch :  He  went  over  the  ground  again,  until 
liftleiTnefs,  fatigue,  and  difguft,  were  apparent  in  every  coun- 
tenance. The  remaining  four  days  were  wafted  by  the  Ma- 
nager upon  points  that  had  no  fort  of  relation  to  tne  charge^ 
improper  at  any  time  to  have  been  agitated,  but  when  dwelt 
upon  in  a  fpeech  in  reply,  which  ought  to  be  confined  to  re- 
marks upon  evidence  before  the  Court,  in  the  higheft  degree 
indecent  and  irregular.  Part  of  the  time  was  wafted  in  read- 
ing papers  that  were  not  in  evidence,  and  in  blackening  the 
chara£^ers  of  Gentlemen  who  could  not  defend  thcmfelves. 
What  then  could  the  Manager  mean,  but  to  fcatter  his  calum- 
nies as  wide  as  he  could,  and  to  continue  the  trial  to  the 
lateft  poflible  moment?  Mr.  Law  faid,  and  it  was  well 
known,  that  he  had  no  fort  of  connexion  with  Mr.  Haftings, 
and  that  he  had  in  India  difapproved  of  fome  of  his  political 
xneafures;  beyond  this  he  had  never  gone,  as  an  Hon.  ISIcm- 
ber  (Mr.  Francis)  well  knew.  On  political  fubjeds  he  had 
differed  with  Mr.  Haftings,  but  never  upon  anyone  of  the  four 
points  on  which  the  impeachment  refted.  On  thofe  points  he 
never  had  but  one  opinion ;  and  he  believed  the  mind  of  every 
fair  and  impartial  man  in  the  kingdom  was  made  up  as  to  Mr. 
Haftings.  He  was  confident  that  Mr.  Haftings  in  no  one  a£l 
of  hi«  public  life  ha4  been  warped  by  intercfted  or  by  mali- 
cious motives.  One  good  effefl:  this  trial  .would  have — it 
would  convince  his  countrymen  how  grofsly  they  had  been 
impofed  upon,  and  they  wpuld  be  lefs  liable  to  impofition  in 
future. 

Mr.  Law  rnrscluncd  by  faying,  that  as  he  thought  the  con- 
duct of  the  leading  Manager  throughout  the  iri.il  had  entailed 
fliame  and  difgrace  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  fliould 
vote  moft  heartily  for  the  previous  queftion. 

Mr.  Fox^  in  explanation,  declared,  that  xvhat  he  had  faid  on 
the  topic  alluded  to,  was  tlic  refult  of  a  full  confulcration  of 
the  fubjedl,  and  not  frcTi  the  h,':arfr.y  of  any  pcrfon  what- 
ever; and  v/li^Tt,  wcr'!  thr  f/.no  omrif>?ic  to  occur,  I^.e  (liould 
not  hcfitate  to  fay  rpiln:  Put  if  if  \v?.'\  from  l^.earfay  only  that 
he  had  his  infornrAtion,  he  woiu'/jred  how  the  IIo::.  M^rnbcr 

c.i::ic 
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came  to  know  th^t  circumftance ;  but  he  could  tell'  him,  the 
{z&  was  quite  the  reverfe. 

Mr.  Anjlruthet  fupportcd  the  conduft  of  Mr.  Burke,  and 
faidy  that  though  the  leading  Manager  originally  had  told  the 
ftory  of  Deby  Sing,  yet  it  was  another  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  and  hinifeif  who  propofed  to  give  evidence  upon  it, 
thinking  they  might  make  Mr.  Haftings  refponfible  for  the 
a£ls  of  Deby  Sing.  It  was  true,  the  court  had  unanimouily 
rejected  the  evidence;  but  he  ftill retained  his  own  opinion  on 
that,  and  on  other  points  of  evidence,  which  had  been  rejcAcd. 

Mr.  Sumner  fpoke  in  explanation ;  he  wiflied,  if  any  one 
Gentleman  doubted  his  veracity,  to  refer  co  the  minutes  of 
the  (hort-hand  writer,  as  the  only  criterion  by  which  they 
could  determine  who  was  right  in  the  ftatement  of  the  Ian- 

fuage  ufed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Manager;  and  upon  thispoint, 
e  declared  himfelf  willing  to  meet  any  of  thofe  Gehtlemcn 
who  confidered  it  in  a  different  point  of  view  from  him. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fupported  the  condu£i  of  Mr.  Burke;  he 
faid,  that  if  the  queftion  was  merely  whether  the  Managers 
merited  the  thanks  of  the  Houfc  or  not,  he  (hould  not 
vote  on  the  occaiion ;  but  the  motion  for  the  previous  queftion 
on  the  ground  on  which  it  was  moved,  viz.  for  the  purpofe 
of  throwing  a  reflection  on  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee, changed  its  nature  entirely,  and  he  therefore;  (hould 
feel  it  his  duty  to  remain  in  the  Houfe  with  thofe  who  op- 
pofed  it. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  on  the  divifion  the  num- 
bers were, 

For  the  previous  que/Hon,  -  21 

Noes,  -  -  -         ,55 

Majority  34 

The  queftion  of  thanks  was  then  put,  when  the  numbers  on 
the  divifion  were. 

Ayes       '        -  50 

Noes  -  n 

Majority  29 

The  ufual  motion,  that  the  Speaker  do  give  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  to  the  Managers  in  their  places,  was  then  put  and 
carried  ;  and  the  Speaker  addreflcd  the  Managers  in  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech: 

••  Gentlemen, 
"  It  is  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  the  thanks  of  this 
"  Houfc,  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have  difcharged  a  moft 
«<  arduous  truft,    on    an   occafion  highly  intcrciling   to  the 
**  honour  and  juftice  of  the  nation. 

"  The 
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^  The  fubjcAf  to  which  your  attention  has  been  diref^ed, 
*^  was  iatricatd  And  extekifive  beyoiid  example:  You  have 
'*  pttvedf  that  it  Was  well  fuitM  to  yoijir  induftry  and  elo- 
**  quence,  the  exertions  of  which  have  conferred  honour^  not 
^  on  yourfeWes  only,  but  on  this  Houfe,  whofe  credit  is  inti- 
^*  mately  conne£ked  ^lA  jotfewfii  A  forcible  admonition 
**  has  been  glVen,  on  diis  accafioU,  to  all  perfdns  in  fituatipns  - 
^  of  high  and  important  national  truft,  that  they  can  neither 
**  be  removed  by  diflanc^^  loir  (heltered  by  power,  from  the 
^*  vigilance  and  authority  of  this  Holife,  whieh  is  pofleiTed  of 
^  nO  privilege  mote  important,  than  that  by  which  it  is  en- 
*^  abled  to  bring  public  delimiuents  to  the  bar  of  public  juftice, 
^*  and  thus  to  prefervei  or  refcue  ftom  difhoilour)  the  Britlfi 
**  hani^  and  chira£ler; 

*^  But  in  addrefling  you  on  this  occafion,  and  in  confider- 
^  ing  the  beneficial  confequeoces  to  be  expelled  from  this 
^*  proceeding)  it  is  impoflible  not  to  advert  to  the  increa&d 
^*  fecurity  #nich  the  eotiftitution  has  derived  in  the  coutfe  of 
**  it,  from  the  recognitioti  and  full  confirmation  of  the  prin- 
^^  ciple,  that  an  impeachment  is  not  difcontinued  by  a  difiblu- 
^  tion  of  I^lHianient }  a  principle  eflential  to  the  privileges  of 
^^  thisHoufe,  and  to  the  independent  and  effeftual  admini* 
^  (Iration  of  public  juftice. 

^<  Under  Uiefe  impreflions,  fuggefted  by  the  natttre  and 
^*  littportance  of  yout  trtift,  and  by  the  manner  in  which  yoa 
'<  have  diftharged  it,  I  obey,  with  the  utitioft  fatisfa^ion,  the 
*^  commands  of  this  Houfe,  by'ftating  td  you  their  refo- 
<*  lution, 

'  That  the  thanks  of  this  ttoufe  t}(S  given  to  the  Members 
*  who  were  appointed  the  Managers  of  the  Impeachment 
^  agaiilft  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  tor  their  faithful  manage^ 
^  ment  in  their  difcharge  of  the  tnift  repofed  in  them.' 

The  CbancMor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do 
print  his  fpeech. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  by  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  when  thd 
thanks  were  given,  he  and  his  brother  Managers  were  tongue- 
tyed,  and  had  no  nleans  Whereby  to  exprefs  their  gratitude 
but  by  theit  fubihiffion  to  thofe  orders.  But  he  thoUght  he 
Ihould  be  Wanting  in  gratitude  if  he  did  not,  the  mbtiient  ^e 
penalty  of  filencc  was  retnoved,  feizc  the  firft  opportunity  to 
exprefs  his  own  fatisfadion,  and  that  of  his  fellow  iVIanagers,^ 
on  the  occafion.  They  had  laboured  to  difcharge  their  duty, 
they  had  completed  tne  talk,  and  they  were  pdid  by  the 
thanks  of  that  Houfe,  the  firft  reward  men  could  receive. 
Next  to  the  thanks  he>muft  iiotice  the  Very  dignified  and  ele* 
gant  mailner  in  which  the  Speaker  had  difcharged  that  taik,  .m 
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which  he  confulted  not  only  the  grandeur  and  dignity  of  that 
Houfe,  but  at  the  fame  time  politenefs  and  attention  to  them, 
lie  then  entered  into  a  ihort  defence  of  the  condud^  of  th^ 
impeachment.  He  aflured  the  iioufe,  that  no  afpcrity  of  re- 
mark fhould  provoke  him  to  fa^  a  word,  that  prejudices  arifing 
from  perfonai  friendlhip,  or  from  a  fenfip  of  pcrfonal  obliga- 
tions»  were  too  laudable  for  him  ro  be  difcompofed  at :  He 
would  only  afTure  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  tlirown  no  general 
reflections  on  the  Company's  fer^'antS9  having  merely  repeated 
what  Mr.  Hadings  himfelf  had  faid  of  the  troops  ferving  in 
Oude ;  and  it  would  be  found  by  referring  to  the  1 2th  and 
1 3th  articles,  that  the  Houfe  had  marked  their  opinion  of  the 
officers  ferv'ing  in  Oudc»  in  the  very  terms  that  he  had  ufcd  ; 
and  as  for  the  other  exprefTions,  they  had  been  very  much 
mifreprefented. 

Mr.  LaWf  in  reply  to  Mr.  Burke,  faid,  that  he  defired  not 
to  be  included  amongft  thofc  Gentlemen,  if  any  fuch  there 
'Were,  which  he  did  not  believe,  who  afted  either  from  early 
prejudices,  or  from  a  fcnfe  of  favours  received;  he  was  as  in- 
dependent of  Mr.  Hadings  as  of  the  two  Right  Hon,  Gentle- 
irjcn  who  were  united  upon  the  prefent  queflion ;  and  he  gave 
his  vote  from  the  firmed  convitlion  that  he  was  right,  and 
that  indead  of  thanks,  the  leading  Manager  merited  the  re- 
probation of  every  man  who  had  the  honour  of  the^  Houfe  and 
of  the  country  at  heart:  He  was,  indeed,  forry  to  fee  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  whom  he  mucl^refpcfted, 
acling  in  the  prcfcnt  inltance  under  fuch  a  leader.  He  knew 
what  the  fenfc  of  the  country  was,  and  no  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
thouglt  fapportcd  by  all  the  influence  both  of  the  Minifter  and 
of  the  Oppofition,  could  change  the  public  mind,  or  convince 
the  people*  of  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  the  leading  Ma- 
nager. With  regard  to  his  having  mifreprefented  any  one 
cx;i[cirion  ufcd  by  the  leading  Manager  in  Wedminder  Hall, 
he  v'vis  lonfidi'nt  he  had  not,  and  that  if  the  minutes  of  the 
fl>ort-hand  ^*nifr  were  refeiTed  to,  it  would  be  found,  that 
he  had  becii  intiiutcly  more  ahufive  and  violent  than  he  had 
hcen  reprcfpntcd  in  the  quotations  that  were  made.  Mr.  Law 
rtj  eated,  that  no  coniradic'^ion,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter 
ir  \i'(  uid,  could  have  the  Uighted  effect  in  this  cafe;  it  was 
in^polTibie  to  mi  date  wl^at  fo  many  thoufands  had  heard,  what 
fn  many  thoulands  had  reprobated,  and  which,  as  he  faid- 
Kefore>  excited  nr>  Cihtr  Iciuiinents  than  thofe  of  contempt  and 
ii^^iy:t\'^J^  in  the  li.iiitis  of  the  auditors,  from  perfons  of  the 
righcft'r^.k  ^^^"^^  ^^  ^•^*  dcor-kccpers,  guards,  and  porters, 
ajLtuJing  in  a.*J  aboui  W'cdininller  HaiJ. 

'      :.  LORD 


Juki  20.J        WOQDFALL*S  PARtlAMINTARY  REPORTS.  363 

LORD  HOOD. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  notice  whic^h  he  had  given,  of  moving  the  thanks  of  tliat 
Hbufe  to  Lord  Hood,  for  the  important  ferviccs  he  had  rcn* 
dcred  the  country  by  the  capture  of  Baftia.     An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber j(Mr.  Sheridan),  when  he  had  given  his  notice,  had  inti« 
mated  an  intention  to  oppofe  it ;  but  as  he  had  fince  then  had 
fufhcient  time  for  inquiry  into  the  real  merits  of  the  cafe,  he 
hoped  that  he  (hould  hear  him  retra£l  that  opinion,  and  forego 
his  intended  oppofition.     At  all  events,  he  (hould  not  enter 
into  the  particular datement  of  the  advantages  obtained,  unlefs 
he  (hould  feel  it  neceflary  from  any  obfervations  or  oppofition 
which  might  be  offered.     He  was'  not  aware  of  the  oppofition 
to  be  offered,  and  therefore  he  (hould  content  himfelf  for  the 
prcfent  with  barely  making  his  motion.     If  any  material  ob- 
fervations (hould  be  made  againfl  it,  he  hoped  the   Houfe 
would  indulge  him  with  a  hearing.     He  then  moved,  "  That 
**  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Lord  Hood  for  the  im-p 
**  portant  fervices  he  has  rendered  to  his  country  by  his  able 
"  and  gallant  condu£l  in  the  expedition  to  Corfica." 
The  Chancellor  afthe  Exchequer  feconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  did  not  conceive  what  right  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  to  affume  that  he  had  changed  his 
opinion  with  refpeft  to  Lord  Hood.     If  juftice  were  to  be 
done  to  him,  he  believed  he  ihould  be  found  to  be  one  of  thofe 
that  were  very  cautious  in  throwing  out  a  pledge  orpromife  one 
day,  and  (hrinking  from  it  the  next.     He  wifhed,  from  all  his 
heart,  that,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  had  fubflantial  reafons 
for  changing  his  opinion ;  and  he  really  thought,  from  the 
notice  which  he  had  given  as  often  as  Lord  Hood's  name  was 
mentioned,  that  the  RightHon.  Gentleman  would  have  thought 
it  worth  his  while  to  have  introduced  his  motion  with  a  few 
arguments  which  might  have  induced  him,  if  not  entirely  to 
change  his  opiniofi,  at  lead  to  think  more  favourably  of  Lord 
Hood;  but  the  Ri;jht  Hon,  Gentleman  had  not  (lated  any 
ground  whatever,  upon  which  he  moved  for  the  thanks  to  the 
Noble  Admiral.     Probably  the  fame  of  his  vidories,  and  the 
general  approbation  with  which  tliey  were  received  by  the 
Public  at  large,  had  rendered  any  (latement  to  the  Houie  fu- 
perfluousj  or,  perhaps,  it  might  be  confidered  a  kind  of  infulc 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  fa£^s  To  notorious  as  the  fplendid  and 
valuable  fuccefles  of  his  Lordfliip.     When  the  thanks  of  that 
Houfe  were  to  be  voted  to  Lord  Howe,  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  make  fome  (hort 
ftateir*cnt  of  ihe  ferviccs  performed. by  that  Nobfe  Lord, 

3  A  a  though 
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tboagh  no  min  could  be  a  ftranger  to  the  fad*,  that  he  had 
lendered  his  coantr|the  mod  eflcntial  fcrvices,  and  made  her 
pnmder  in  her  fecunty*    With  regard  to  Sir  Charles  Grey 
lod  air  John  Jenris,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alfo 
found  it-neceflarv  to  giTC  fome  (hort  account  of  their  fpkndid 
Cervices,  which  udlowed  one  fo  quick  upon  the  heels  of  ano- 
ther, as  to  aftonifli  the  moft  experienced  and  fanguine  com- 
tnander;  the  value  of  the  conquefts  made  by  thofe  gallant 
officers  was  not  to  be  eftimated  by  their  value  in  any  other 
war  than  the  prefent.    In  this  he  could  not  confider  them  of 
equal  eftims^^ion.    When  he  came  to  Lord  Hood,  as  if  his 
fiuvices  werp  fo  confpicuous  that  they  precluded  every  intr^* 
du£kion  of  th^  kind,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fimply  moved 
for  the  thanks  pf  the  Houfe,  adding,  however,  that  he  vouI4 
refeive  himfelf  for  any  argument  that  could  be  advanced  in  op* 
fiofition  to  hb  motion,  as  if  it  were  impofRble  to  adduce  any« 
ne  fincercly  regretted,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  had  no 
reafon  to  cnange  his  opinion  $  fo  far  from  it,  that  he  fliould 
feel  it  neceflary  to  oppofe  the  motion  of  thanks  to  the  Noble 
Admiral,  to  whofc  gallant  and  able  condu£t,  upon  many  other 
occafions,  he  was  ready  to  bear  teftimony :   But  as  thanks 
.  were  the  fole  reward  that  Houfe  had  it  in  its  power  to  beftow, 
and  were  s^t  the  fame  time  the  molt  ample  and  moft  honourable 
reward  any  man  could  receive,  he  thought  it  fitting  that  due 
regard  (hould  be  had  to  preferve  their  value  and  importauce,  and 
not  to  diminifii  and  fritter  them  away  by  bellowing  them  upon 
trifling  occafions,  pr-uppn  perfons  who  had  not  really  merited 
them.  1  hecircumftanceofhishavinghimfelf  received  the  thanka 
of  the  Houfe  that  night,  might  be  perhaps  confidered  as  fome 
reafon  why  he  ihould  not  oppofe  tne  f;une  favourbeing.be- 
itowed  on  another ;  but  it  was  to  be  reoollefled^  that  he  wa$ 
one  of  many  appointed  to  perform  a  uflc  which  they  had  exe- 
cuted to  the  extent  of  their  ability;  that  they  had  gone 
through  their  labour,  and  received  their  reward,  which,  as 
long  as  its  valy^  is  prcfcrvcd  by  never  granting  it  but  on  grea| 
and  nece^ry  occafions,  is  certainly  the  grcatcft  and  moft 
honourable  reward  that  man  can  receive ;  that  the  Houfe  had 
a  conftant  eye  over  tl^tir  conduct  and  behaviour  on  the  occa- 
fion,  and  were  ^ompecrnt  to  jtidgc  of  their  merit  or  demerit  v 
but  it  was  fomething  diilercnt  with  regard  to  admirals  and 

Snerals  employed  upon  foreign  fervice,  wliofe  condu£l  his 
ajefty,  through  his  miniilcrs,  might  know,  but  of  which, 
except  by  information  alfo  from  them,  the  Houfe  could  form 
ho  judgment  whatever.  There  was  another  circumftancc,  of 
which  it  was  hardly  neceflary  for  him  to  remind  Gentlemen, 
that,  in  giving  a  vote  of  thanks^  that  Houfe  was  only  the  organ 
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of  the  puUIe  voicC)  it  only  echoed  back  the  public  wifli}  Thyis 
was  plain  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Howe :  As  foon  a3  the  fuccefs 
of  that  gallant  commander  was  known,  it  could  be  read  in 
ev^ry  countenance ;  it  was  lighted  up  in  the  public  eye ;  every 
heart  beat  in  unifon  on  the  uought  of  our  fuccefs  on  our  na- 
tive element }  and  it  was  eafy  to  torefee,  that  a  vote  of  thanks 
would  be  the  immediate  refult.  Was  this  the  cafe  with  Lord 
Hood  ?  He  took  Toulon :  Did  the  people  rejoice  ?  He  was 
beat  out  of  Toulon,  in  a  manner  the  molt  difgraceful  to  the 
Britifli  name.  He  took  fiorenza:  Did  the  people  rejoice  ?  He 
then  took  Baftia:  Did  the  people  rejoice  r  Nay,  did  his  Ma^ 
jefty's  minifters  exfeSt  it  when  they  received  an  account  of  the 
reduAipn  of  Baftia?  He  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  his  Ma- 
Jetty's  minifters  never  entertained  the  leaft  idea  of  movine  the 
thanks  of  that  Houfe  to  Lord  Hood,  if  Lord^Howe*s  vi&ory 
had  not  taken  place.  The  moment  that  was  announced,  his 
Majefty*s  minifters  immediately  began  to  contrive  how  Lord 
Hood*s  little  cock*boat,  his  Baftia,  might  be  taken  into  the 
wake  of  Lord  Howe's  fleet,  ai)d  by  that  means  purfue  the  tri^ 
umph,  and  partake  the  ^it  of  that  illuftrious  commander. 
Lord  Hood  had  failed  with  one  of  the  fineft  fleets  that  ever  left 
pur  fliort* ,  and  what  he  had  done  within  this  laft  twelvemonth 
)\e  fliould  be  glad  to  know.  He  would' afl;,  why  was  not  tho 
prefent  mcafure  adopted  fooner  ?  Why  not  at  the  time  of  thq 
news  of  the  capture  of  Baftia  having  arrived  i  It  feemed  to 
)iim  as  if  minifters  intended  to  leflen  the  rewards  conferred  on 
fhofe  who  had  done  cpreat  and  important  fervices,  by  giving 
the  fame  to  officers  who  had  not  performed  any.  He  was  no^ 
Sit  all  apprehenCve  that  Lord  Howe,  and  the  other  officers, 
would  feel  any  envy  at  thefe  thanks  being  given  to  Lord  Hood,| 
becaufe  they  were  confcious  of  meriting  al)  that  could  be  be« 
(lowed  on  tnem,  fuppofing  the  thanks  to  be  ever  fo  valuable ; 
;ind  if  thefe  thanks  (hould  become  fo  common  as  to.  be  of  n6 
value,  they  could  not  have  any  envy  on  account  of  beftowing 
on  others  that  which  they  themfelves  thought  worth  nothing. 
There  could  not,  therefore,  be  any  fenfation  of  envy  felt  by 
Lord  Howe,  or  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  or  Sir  Charles  Grey,  on 
thanks  being  given  to  Lord  Hood.  But  the  cafe  was  not  quite 
fo  clear  on  tne  queftion  of  envy,  by  Lord  Hood,  on  hearing 
that  thanks  were  given  to  them :  On  the  contrary,  he  believed 
that  thefe  thanks  were  now  propofed  to  avoid  the  envy  of 
Lord  Hood  \  and  he  believed  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
thanks  to  Lord  Howe,  which  were  indeed  due  for  a  brilliant 
a£^ion,  we  (hould  have  heard  nothing  about  thanks  to  Lord 
H<^od.    He  called  on  qilnifters  to  d^larc  wjiethcr  they  had 

any 


:^  WOODFALL*S  PARUAMENTARr  R^pRTS.        [CoMMovi; 

any  idea  of  thanking  Lord  Hood,  before  the  general  voice  de* 
manded  thanks  to  Lord  Howe  ? 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  motion  was  word&d,  he  per* 
ceived  that  the  vote  was  entirely  confined  to  that  Noble  Lord's 
expedition  to  Corfica  ;  not  a  word  of  Toulon.  Miniflers  had 
prudently  thrown  a  veil  over  that  infamous  tranfacliou  :  But 
he  hoped  the  time  was  not  very  remote,  when  that  veil  would 
be  removed,  and  the  whole  of  that  buHnefs  exhibited  in  its 
native  deformity.  Rumour  had  faid  much  on  the  fubjefl  i 
nay,  it  weiu  fo  far  as  to  (late,  that  Lord  Hood  was  informed 
by  ofGcers  of  the  firfl  military  (kill,  that  Toulon  was  not  te- 
nable, at  the  very  time  that  he  was  promifing  and  pledging 
himfelf  to  this  country  tliat  it  was  ;  and  that,  if  all  the  reft  of 
the  town  fliould  be  taken,  he  was  certain  FoitMalgue  could 
not.  What  was  the  rcfult  ?  a  precipitate  retreat  in  the 
niglit ;  and  the  fird  notice  the  poor  inhabitants,  who  had  placed 
tliemfelves  under  the  protection  of  the  Britifti  flag,  had  of  it, 
was  from  the  fire  of  one  of  the  fhips  in  the  harbour^  of  Tou-^ 
Ion.  What  words  could  dcfcribe  their  amazement  ?  Deferted 
by  thofe  in  whom  they  placed  their  moft  implicit  confidence, 
they  were  left  in  the  midd  of  night  to  fcramble  for  their  fafety 
at  the  diftance  of  five  miles.  Mr.  Sheridan  dwelt  very  particu- 
larly on  thefe  points,  and  hinted,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  aa  inquiry  into  the  tranfadion  on  a  future  day,  declar- 
ing, that  every  one  of  the  enemy's  (hips  which  Lord  Hood  left 
benind,  was  in  itfelf  a  charge  againd  him,  as  he  promifed  to 
take  thofe  (hips  in  trud  for  the  young  King  of  France,  or  to 
deftroy  them.  Lord  Hood  had  not  only  been  fent  into  the 
Mediterranean  with  the  bcft  appointed  fleet  that  ever  failed 
from  the  Britifti  fhore,  but  he  had  alfo  the  afliftance  of  the 
Spani(h  fleet,  or  (hould  have  had  it ;  or  if  he  had  it  not.  Ad- 
miniftratioa  were  reprchenfible  in  forming  alliances  with 
powers  who  did  not  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the  treaties  in 
which  they  engaged  :  He  had  employed  a  whole  year,  and  had 
not  yet  effefted  his  obje£t  •,  for  if  the  reduftion  of  Corfica 
was  his  objc£t,  it  had  not  been  efFe£led.  Even  as  to  Badia, 
what  had  the  Noble  Lord  done  ?  Look  at  the  articles  of  capi-. 
tiilation  i  they  fcemed  to  have  been  acceded  to  with  a  degree 
of.precipitation,  as  if  his  Lordlhip  was  afraid  that  any  of  our 
allies  (hould  ftiare  in  the  glory  of  the  reduftion  of  that  place. 
Something  yet  remained  to  be  done  by  Lord  Hood,  before  his 
prefent  acquintions  coJuld  be  faid  to  be  of  any  value.  Calvi 
was ,  yet  to  be  taken  j  and  when  that  event  took  place,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  give  him  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe. 

He 
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Mr.  Sheridan  drew  a  comparifon  between  the  fcrvices  ren- 
dered by  Lord  Hood,  and  thofe  performed  by  Lcr.l  Howe,  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  who  had  in  fo  fliort  a  time 
perforiped  fo  much.  The  cordiality  which  fubfifted  between  ihc 
naval  and  military  forces,  had  been  made  in  the  thanks  to  thofe 
officers  one  ground  of  the  motion;  but  if  he  hatl  not*  been 
tnuch  mifinformed,  the  reverfe  was  the  cafe  at  Baftia  j  and  he 
inftanccd  the  fituatlon  of  Colonel  Lumfden  to  prove  thii 
point.  Seven  thoufaiid  land  forces  had  arrived  to  his  Lord- 
Ihip's  afliftance  at  the  time  that  he  was  entering  into  articles 
of  capitulation  for  the  furrender  of  the  place  ;  but  this  did  not 
retard  the  negociation  ;  and  he  entered  into  articles  highly  dif- 
ftdvantageous  and  reprehenfible,  for  he  confented  to  land  all 
the  ganifon  at  Toulon,  that  they  might  be  employed  agalnfl 
our  ally  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  aflift  at  the  ficge  of  Turin  ; 
nnd  we  (hould  recolleft,  that  we  were  bound  by  treaty  to  perfill 
in  the  war  until  all  that  Prince's  territories  fhall  be  reftored  to 
him. 

He  in  ftrong  terms  reprobated  the  offer  of  the  conftitutioa 
of  1789  to  the  people  of  Toulon,  and  the  vain  offer  of  protec- 
tion given  them.  Ke  contended  thiit  the  faith  and  honour  of 
the  Britifli  nation  received  an  irreparable  ftroke  through  his 
Lordfhip's  conduft  at  Toulon.  He  could  not  conceive  upon 
what  ground  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  could  have  fuppofed 
him  to  have  retraced  his  opinion  upon  this  fubjeft,  when  early 
in  the  feflSon  he  had  intimated  his  intention  of  moving  an  io-  . 
quiry  into  his  Lordfhip's  conduft  on  that  occafion. 

Lord  Hood  was  alfo  a  great  politician  as  well  as  a  great  na- 
val commander  -,  he  had  his  Cpmmiffioners  at  Toulon,  pub- 
lifhed  his  proclamation,  &c.  He  did  not  like  thofe  kind  of 
intriguing  amphibious  admirals,  with  one  foot  on  land,,  and 
another  on  fea  ;  when  they  turned  politicians,  thev  appeared  to 
him  to  have  got  out  of  their  element.  He  liked  tne  fine,  open,- 
manly  charafterof  a  Britifli  tar,  that  delighted  in  hard  knocks 
and  deep  water.  He  recollcfted  fomc  time  fince  to  have  met 
with  a  plain,  honefl  eleflor  of  Weltminfler,  who  a(l:ed  him 
what  he  thought  of  Lord  Hood's  conduft  at  Toulon  f  In  an- 
fwer  to  his  qucflion,  he  told  him,  that  he  thought  it  very 
ftrange.  "  Yes,  yes,"  faid  the  elcclor,  *•'  when  his  Lordfhip 
comes  home,  I  think  we  ought  to  demand  ayrr//////y.'* 

Mr.  Sheridan  protefted,  that  he  wiflied  Lord  Hood  was  pre- 
fcnt ;  he  really  did  think  it  a  very  unpleafant  tafk  to  cenfure 
any  man  in  his  abfence.  He  therefore  called  upon  minifleii 
to  defer  the  queftion  till  the  arrival  of  the  Noble  Lord,  and  if 
he  could  explain  his  conduft  in  a  fatisfaftory  manner,  he 
fliould  be  the  firft  to  join  in  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him.  Upon' 
2  the 
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the  whole,  though  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  opmfe  thb  niocioiit 
yet  he  wifiicd  to  do  it  in  the  leaft  difrefperaiil  manner  to 
the  ^oble  Admiral ;  therefore  he  (hould  move  the  premus 
ftti/Hom. 

Mr.  Fox  fecoAded  the  ihotion.  Ht  faid,  his  fituation  was 
toecuUarly  delitate  in  oppofing  the  thanks  of  the  Houfc  to  the 
Noble  Lord,  as  he  had  been  engaged  in  political  contefts  with 
him^  andthofe  of  a  nature  the  mditlikclj  to  produce  acriihony 
and  ill-blood  for  the  time ;  but  every  perfon  who  kne^  him 
^fvt)uld  do  him  the  juftice  tx>  fay,  that  I^is  condudl  on  the  pre^ 
fent  occadon  could  not  be  influenced  by  smy  other  motiT^ 
than  by  a  zealous  wi(h  to  difcharge  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty  to  the  Public.  He  had  had  the  honour,  unon  d  former  occa* 
fion,  to  vote  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  to  the  Noble  Lord,  v^hen 
he  had  a£tcd  in  conjundibn  with  Lord  Rodney  in  the  Weft 
Indiesv  His  duty,  howevet^  called  upon  him  at  this  time  to 
vote  for  the  previous  queftion^  He  thought  miniftets  ought 
to  have  ftated  preclfely  what  it  was  they  were  about  to  thahk 
the  Noble  Lord  for :  If  it  was  the  conqueft  of  Gorfica^  cer<^ 
tainly  the  taking  of  Baftia  did  not  complete  that;  and  while 
any  part  of  that  eiiterprife  remained  uncompleted.  It  would 
have  been  qs  well  to  refrain  from  voting  the  thanks  of  that 
Houfe,  which  had  al^Vays  been  confidered  the  higheft  mark  of 
honour  Which  could  be  conferred  upon  any  perfon  to  whoni 
thev  were  given.  The  thanks  which  had  been  voted  a  few 
nignts  before,  he  was  fure,  proceeded  from  the  mod  unani- 
mous and  general  fenfe  both  of  that  Houfe  and  the  Country  at 
large  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  every  body  would  have  been  aftoniOied 
had  it  been  omitted  to  bring  the  motion  forward  upon  the  very 
firft  opportunity.  The  thanks  moved  this  day,  if  they  wer« 
any  ways  merited,  he  thought,  ought  to  have  been  moVed  for 
long  before,  becaufe  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  Noble  Lord 
M^'as  known  and  publifhed  long  before  the  glorious  viflory  of 
Earl  Howe  took  place.  He  obferved,  that  when  Martinique, 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  taken,  no  mention  was  made  of  thanks 
to  the  officers  who  commanded ;  and  when  other  places  of  as 
much  confequence  as  Baftia  had  been  taken,  Valenciennes  and 
Conde,  the  illuftrlous  General  was  not  thanked ;  and  there- 
fore he  confidered  there  muft  be  foraething  perfonal  in  the  bu- 
finefs.  It  could  not  be  faid  that  the  Duke  of  York  was  not 
thanked  from  any  confideration  of  his  rank,  becaufe  many  of 
the  Royal  family  had  been  thanked  by  that  Houfe  for  public 
fervices,  and  felt  themfelves  exalted  by  the  honour.  He  was 
inclined  to  think  tbu,  in  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  that  day^ 
there  was  fomething  rather  of  a  political  than  military  nature* 
He  adverted  to  the  tr;\nfa£tions  at  Toulon,  which  lie  deemed 

as 
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z%  difgraceful  as  unfortunate*  With  regard  to  the  importaiicd 
of  Baftia,  with  refpefl  to  Corfica,  to  which  the  qucftion  at 
prefcnt  entirely  related,  it  did  not  to  hitti  appear  to  juftiff 
the  prefent  meafures*  He  adverted  to  the  capitulation,  which 
did  not  tend  to  add  any  laurels  to  his  fucceU.  With  tefpcd 
to  the  Noble  Lord  in  queftion,  he  knew  him  to  be  pofleflTed  of 
great  courage  and  ikiil^  and  capable  of  tdndu£ting  the  mofk 
difficult  enterprifes  with  honour  to  himfelf  and  advantage  to 
his  country)  and  he  entertained  thsit  opinion  of  that  gallant 
officer,  that  he  was  fure  he  would  feel  mudh  diifatisfaflion  at 
being  thanked  fot  a  fervice  fo  tomparatively  fmali.  Having  thus 
given  his  reafons^  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  wifhed  that  th6  previous 
queftion  might  be  carried. 

-  Mt.  Secffitiry  Dundas  objeded  to  the  mode  of  oppofition 
which  was  given  to  the  prdent  queftion,  as  proceeding  more 
from  a  wi(h  to  embarrafs  it,  than  Upon  any  other  grounds^ 
He  acknowledged^  that,  in  propofing  the  thailks  of  the  Houfe 
to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jtfrvis,  he  had  made  a  (hort 
preface  to  his  motion)  bat,  by  a  peculiar  mode  of  reafoningj 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  cenfured  him  as  feverely  for  that 
mode  of  condu£b,  as  he  did  now  for  making  the  motion  with- 
out any  preface  at  all,  fo  that  it  was  utterly  impoffible  for  hint 
to  pleafe  that  Gentleman.  The  Honourable  Gentleman  (Mt\ 
Sheridan)  had  charged,  him  with  endeavouring  to  depreciate 
the  merit  of  one  gallant  officer  by  propofing  to  give  thanks 
to  another.  He  faid,  that,  until  tne  Hon.  Gentleman  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  oppofe  this  vote,  he  never  had 
imagined  that  thtrre  could  be' two  opinidns  upon  the  fubje£t. 
He  had  fince,  indeed,  feen  th^  Hon.  Gentleman's  opinions 
dated,  and  he  would  allow  very  ably,  in  the  Molrning  Chro- 
nicle ;  though  he  muft  differ  very  widely  from  the  arguments 
ufed  there.  He  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  Britifli  feamen ) 
their  hearts  were  caft  in  too  good  a  moUld  to  feci  any  thing 
like  envy  at  the  fucceiTes  and  victories  of  another. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  made  fome  aliuiions  to  Toulon, 
which  he  was  not  called  upon  to  anfv^er,  becaufe  the  Houfe 
had  already  given  a  decided  opinion  upqn  that  event,  which 
opinion  was  expreffcd  in  the  Addrefs' to  hisMajeftyat  the 
commencement  of  the  Scffion;  and,  therefore,  until  fome 
proofs  could  be  brought  in  f  up  port  of  the  allegations  which 
nad  been  made  upon  this  fubje£b,  he  ihould  not  enter  into  an 
uiveftigation  of  it.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  a 
'fcrutiny;  then  of  courfc  he  would  allow  the  return  to  take 
place  before  the  fcrutiny  was  commenced  ^  he  would  allow  the 
vote  of  thanks  for  one  branch  of  fervic9»  before  he  commenced 
his  inveftigation  of  another.    Mtnifteii  had  been  alfo  accufed 
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o'  poftponing  their  Tote  of  thinks  to  Lord  Hodd  until,  the 
news  of  Lord  Howe*8  viflorf  arrived ;  in  anfwer  to  which  he 
begged  leave  to  fay,  that  he  had  taken  the  very  firft  oppor- 
tunity which  occurred  of  caving  notice  upon  thk  point  %  for. 
Gendemen  would  recoiled,  that  he  was  prevented  bf  mn  ^- 
foummcnt  from  coming  forwards  as  foon  as  hit  wilhefe  wc^Ub 
have  led  him  upon  this  fubjeft-    To  come  however  to  the 
condud  of  the  Noble  Admiral,  which  had  been  fo  feverely 
attacked,  it  appeared  to  him  in  a  point  of  view  very  different 
from  that  of  deferving  cenfure*    When  be  firft  w^nt  into  the 
Mediterranean,  his  obje£l  was  to  preferve  the  trade  of  thia 
country,  which  he  did  in  the  mcA  cffedual  manner;  after 
that  he  blocked  np  the  whole  French  fleet  in  the  harbour  of 
Toulon,  though  much  fuperior  to  him  in  point  of  number* 
When  be  afterwards  undertook  the  liege  of  Baftia^  it  was 
againft  the  advice  of  military  officers,  who  thought  the  place 
too  (Irong  for  their  attackS}  the  garrifon  confifting  of  near 
3000  men,  and  the  whole  land  force  that  could  be  brought 
againft  it  being  only  1 100  men.    Lord  Hood  undertook  the 
whole  at  his  own  rifque,  and  fucceeded :  If  he  had  failed,  he 
would  have  been  the  objeA  of  cenfuni  for  his  raihnefs  and 
precipitancy,  by  thoCe  very  perfons  who  now  accufed  him  of 
not  having  performed  any  fervice.      Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he 
would  not  enter  into  any  defcription  of  the  value  and  im* 
portance  of  Corfica,  but  he  was  fure  that  the  liberation  of 
200,000  fouls  from  the  tyranny  of  France  was  an  afk  worthy 
of  praife. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alloded  to  the  Noble  Lord's 
being  a  politician.  *<  This  (faid  Mr.  Dundas)  calls  to  my  re- 
membrance what  pafTed  between  a  gentleman  and  me  when 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  intimated  an  intention  of  oppofing  this 
motion :  I  faid  to  a  gentleman,  *^  What  can  Sheridan  mean 
by  oppofing  this  mcafure  ?'*    He  anfirered,    **  Why,  don't 

Jou  know  thcjr  can  never  forget  the  Wijhmnjler  BleBion  ?*' 
it.  Dundas  concluded  with  faying,  that  it  had  falkn  to  his 
lot  to  propofe  thanks  to  many  gallant  ofHcers  with  fuccefs, 
and  hoped  that  upon  this  occafion  he  ihoold  be  equally 
fortunate. 

Mr.  Addingtw  faid,  it  had  been  ftated  by  an  Hon.  Member 
(Mr.r Sheridan)  that  Lord  Hood  was  beating  his  head  againft 
the  barren  rocks;. of  Corfica,  but  he  believed  he  had  bc'at  it  to 
fome  ptwpofe*  Mr.  Addington  dwelt  fome  time  on  the  im- 
portant ifervices  of  Jiord  H<^,  and  was  furprifed  that  an  op^ 
.    pofition  fliould  be  given  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  Rotinfon  and  Mr.  Lato  fpoke  in  favour  of  it. 

■  4  Mr^ 
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Mr*  Serjeant  Watfon  faid,  that  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.. 
Sheridan)  had  '^  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,**  when  he  came 
to  the  conciufion  of  his  fpeech.  He  could  not  avoid  making 
an  allufion  to  the  Weftminfter  ele£lion;  and  thus  ihcwed.that 
his  oppofition  arofe  from  the  paltry  confideration  of  political 
oppofition  and  party  animofity.  Witli  refpedl  to  this  bufinefs, 
lie  faidf  that  he  had  the  honour  of  an  acquaintance  with  his 
Lordfliip  at  that  time,  whofe  generoflty  he  applauded;  and  no. 
infinuatton  that  could  be  made  agatnft  him  would  lead  him 
to  difapprove  of  thofe  ferviccs,  for  which  he  would  give  his) 
moft  hearty  thanks  and  approbation. 

The  motion  of  thanks  to  Lord  Hood  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Secretary  Di4fldai  then  moved  the  acknowledgments 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  feveral  officers  and  men  that  were  em- 
ployed under  Lord  Hood  in  his  fuccefsful  expedition  agaiuft 
Baftia. 

Mr.  Sberidartt  in  reply  to  Serjeant  Watfoni  faid,  that  Che 
charge  of  **  letting  the  cat  out  of  the  bag"  might  be  retorted^ 
on  that  Learned  Gentleman,  who  had  been  Lord  Hood's 
counfei  at  the  ele£tion,  and  probably  filled  his  purfe  pretty 
well  by  the  buGnefs.  He  faid»  he  then  rofe  (o  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion  juft  put,  bNccaufe  he  coQceivedit  neceflary. 
that  the  officers  who  had  a6ted  under  Lord  Hood  fliould  have 
a  (hare  in  the  praife:  He  would  move,  "That  the  thanks- 
^  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Admirals  Peyton,  Hotham,  Goodal), 
^<  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  and  Crofby,  and  alfo  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
*  Villctte,  and  other  officers  ferving  under  them." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  there  was  a  ftrangCL 
particularity  in  the  amendment,  as  it  went  to  over-load  a 
motion  of  thanks  for  fervices,  which  the  Hon.  Gentleraai^ 
had  dtfputed.-  The  motion  made  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend 
included  every  officer  under  Lord  Hood.  The  amendment 
went  into  all  the  particularities  without  a  poffibility  of  know- 
ing whether  thefe  officers  were  employed  in  the  redufiion 
of  Baitia  or  not.  As  for  Admiral  Peyton,  he  was  at  prefent 
hoifting  his  fiag  in  the  Downs.  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  but 
a  (hort  time  before,  had  faid,  that  nothing  had  been  done 
in  the  Mediterranean.  It  feemed  however  that  he  had  changed 
his  opinion,  and  at  prefent  thought  the  magnitude  of  the 
fervice  fo  great,  that  he  added  a  catalogue  of  names  belonging 
to  perfons  who  were  not  there  at  all. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  was  concerned  that  there  were 
not  more  miftakes  in  the  bufiners,  as  bein.^  more  congenial  co 
the  proportion.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord  Howe,  the  Admirals 
were  individually  mtsntioned;  but  in  the  prefent  inftancct 
.minifters  thought  fit  to  deviate  from  their  former  praftice, 

3  B  2  becaufe 


37S  W00DFALL*8  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.       [Commms. 

becaufe  they  knew  that  there  was  a  want  of  harmony  and 
union  between  the  officers  employed  in  the  redu£lion  of  Baftia. 
As  to  the  error  into  which  he  had  fallen,  it  was  fuch  as  the 
firil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  made  in  another  Houfe.  But 
he  thought  Colonel  Villettc  deferved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe, 
as  Baftia  had  been  reduced  by  (larvation  }  and  he  was  zOtirc  in 
his  fituation,  with  others,  in  cutting  ofFthe  fupplies.  He  was 
of  opinion,  however,  that  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  mi* 
nailers  to  correal  tlic  error,  and  fpecify  by  name  the  parties 
concerned. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  the  prefent  bufincfs  was  very  liko 
what  might  be  agitated  by  perfons  living  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Irilb  Channel ;  where  it  might  be  faid, 

0«Rourkc*8  noble  fcaft  fhall  ne'er  be  forgot 

By  thofe  who  were  there,  or  thofe  who  were  oot. 

'  He  could  not  fee  what  analogy  the  Weftminfter  eleaion  had 
to  the  fubje£l  of  the  motion,  or  guefs  why  it  had  been  intrtK 
duced,  except  to  let  on  one  fide  the  catf  and  on  the  other  the 
^rUf^  out  of  the  bag.  The  alluflon  to  the  eledion  reminded 
him  of  a  fi6^ion  in  law,  which  made  **  Baftia  in  the  city 
of  Weftminfter,  in  the  parifti  of  Covent  Garden,  and  fo 
forth,''  juft  as  Gentlemen  found  it  convenient  to  change  the 
veftue. 

The  importance  of  Baftia,  Mr..  Burke  faid,  was  great,  as  it 
fecured  to  this  country  a  good  harbour  for  the  protection  of 
our  trade,  and  would  be  a  means  of  preferving  the  liberties  of 
Italy  again  ft  the  favage  tyranny  of  France. 

Mr,  Sheridan  then  left  out  the  name  of  Admiral  Peyton^ 
and  put  in  that  of  Brigadier-General  Duban. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eicchequer  faid,  he  was  not  a  command* 
ing  officer  at  the  redu£tion  ot  St.  Fiorenao. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  minifters  fliould  have  fpared  his  Hon.  Friend 
the  trouble  of  mentioning  names,  by  including  them  perfonally 
in  the  motion.  He  wondered  that  minifters  would  not  make 
known  the  commanders  of  places,  and  that  they  wiflied  to 
place  the  name  of  Lord  Hood  alone. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  replied,  that  he  would  before  that 
time  have  given  every  Information,  did  he  not  conceive  that 
the  amendments  were  intetided  toembarrafs  thebufinefs  before 
the  Houfe  *,  and  he  would  therefore  oppofe  them  all,  becaufe 
the  officers  were  all  thanked  together. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  they  ought  not  to  go  all  in  a  lump  in  that 
manner,  fo  contrary  to  former  ufage.  He  would  put  in  the 
name  of  Major-General  Dundas, 

Mu 
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.    Mr.'Rolle^  General  Smithy  and  Mr.  Smithy  fpqke  agalnft  the 
amendments. 

The  amendments  were  all  put  and  negatived  without  a  divi- 
Con. 
.   The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanirooufly. 

Mr.  Secretary  Lundas  moved|  that  the  feveral  refahitioofi  1>e 
communicated  to  Lord  Hood  by  letter. — Ordered. 

GUERNSEY. 

7he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  That  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  his  Majcfty 
would  be  graciodfly  plcafed  to  give  dire^ions,  that  rewards  l)e 
given  to  commiflfioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  civil  ftate 
of  the  ifland  of  Guernfey,  and  for  which  that  Houfe  would 
make  provifion. — Ordered. 

JERSEY. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  a  fimilar  motion  with 
regard  to  the  tfland  of  Jcrfcy ;  which  was  alfo  carried. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  "  That  the  Houfe  do 
•'  at  its  riGng  adj  mm  till  Monday  fc'nnight." 

Mr*  Sheridan  wifhed  to  kaow  if  there  would  be  an  opportu- 
nity of  entering  into  any  further  bufmefs  before  the  feffion  was 
put  an  end  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  laid,  that  Parliament  would 
probab.y  be  prorogued  about  the  middle  or  the  end  of  the  week 
after  next. 

HALIFAX. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  there  was  a  fubjeft  upon  which  the  latc^ 
jiefs  of  the  period  only  prevented  him  from  making  a  motion. 
He  wiflied  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  minifters  to  the 
fituation  of  Halifax.  The  Right  Hon.  Secretarv  of  State  mufl; 
by  .that  time  be  convinced,  by  information  which  he  could  not 
diftruft,  that  what  he  had  ftat^d  early  in  the  feffion^  rcfpefting 
fhe  unprote£l:ed  ftate  in  which  that  valuable  colony  had  been 
left,  was  (Iridly  true,  and  that  the  accounts  upon  which  mi- 
Qifters  had  relied  were  ra(h  and  unfounded-  He  wifhed  ts 
know,  whether  minifters  had  lately  received  any  difpatch<;$ 
from  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Secretary  Lundas  faid,  he  had  received  no  fudl  infonn** 
ation  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  fuch  Information  had  been  tranfmictdd 
by  a  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  tranfmitted  to  have  eommii* 
picated  it  to  mini(ters.    He  would  take  care  tliat  it  fhould  bf 

commu* 


5H  WOODFALL*S  PARUAMSNTARy  REPORTS.    [Comwoms. 

commanicateck  and  mitiiftcrs  would  find  that  his  reprefenta* 
tions  were  finely  true ;  that  they  had  been  received  at  Halifax 
with  applaufe  «nd  thanks;  and  the  anfwer  made  to  them  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  furprife  not  unmixed  with  inciig-> 
nation.  The  Right  Hon.  Gendeman  had  treated  Lord  Dor- 
chefter's  anfwer  to  the  Indians  of  Lower  Canada)  when  firft 
mentioned  in  the  Houfe,  as  a  thing  he  had  never  heard  of^  and 
yet  it  turned  out  to  be  authentic.  So  would  be  found  the  in- 
formation which  he  then  gave  him. 

The  London  Militia  Bul  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paficd. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

MOVD  AY  J  Jutte  22* 
CITY   MILITIA   BILU 

Sir  Wathin  Lrwts  and  others  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time  \  the  queftion  put 
for  committing  it,  which  pafied  iy  the  negative,  and  the  nil! 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tixne  on  Monday  next,  to  which 
day  their  Lord(hips  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  June  30. 

The  City  Militia  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

The  Duke  of  Leeds ^  Chairman  of  the  Lords*  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  infpef^  the  buildings  and  avenues  adjoiningi  and  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  fuggeft 
fuch  plans  as  were  neceflary  to  make  the  fame  more  commodi- 
ous for  the  Members,  gave  in  their  Report,  and  the  fame  being 
agreed  to,  it  was  moved,  **  That  an  humble  Addreff  be  pre- 
**  fented  to  his  Majcfty  to  give  orders  accordingly  5"  which 
nailed  nem.  dsff. 

Lord  Sydney  then  moved,  •*  That  the  Houfe  do  adjourn  to 
••  Monday  the  7th  of  July.** 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  30. 

•    The  speaker  reported  the  anfwer  of  Earl  Howe  to  the  thanks 

^  that  H-ufe  trinfmittcd  to  him  en  the  16th  inftant,  for  the 

/  glorious 


Jvvs  )o.]         WOODFALLTS  PARUAM EHTARY  RIPQUTfl.  375 

glorious  viSory  obtained  over  the  French  fleet  on  the  ift  of 
the  prefent  month ;  which  was  as  follows : 

«•  Sir,  ^ueen  Charlotte^  at  Spithead^  2d  June. 

^*  Favouried  with  your  letter  of  the  1 7th,  and  the  communica- 
tion of  the  refolutionsof  the  Houfeof  Common!;,  on  the  happy 
event  of  the  latea£):ions  between  his  Majcfty's  Ihips  under  my 
command  and  the  Breft  fleet,  I  am  to  requeft  you  will  ha\'e 
the  goodnefs  to  aflure  the  Hou£s  of  the  mod  fenfible  impref- 
(ion  I  (hall  ever  retain  of  the  honour  thereby  conferred  upon, 
me.  From  which  conviAion  that  earned  endeavours'  maf 
rhus  in  the  indulgent  fentiments  of  the  Honfe  obtain  the  ap- 
plaufe  due  to  eminent  fervices,  great  encouragement  will 
naturallr  refnlt  for  exciting  future  naval  commanders  to  merit 
fuch  tefttmonies  of  approbation. 

*'  The  appointihent  of  the  Hotife  to  make  thofe  refoiutiont 
known  whicn  regard  the  commendable  exertions  of  the  Admi- 
ralSf  Captainsi  and  *  inferior  ofiicers,  feamen,  and  foldiersi  of 
the  fleet,  will  be  conformed  to  without  delay. 

••  I  am  further  to  intreat  that  you,  Sir,  will  be  plcafed  to  ac- 
cept of  my  very  grateful  thanks  for  the  obliging  terms  in  which 
you  have  (ignincd  thofe  declarations  of  the  Houfe  to  me, 
and  that  you  will  be  perfuaded  of  the  great  rcipe£l  with 
which 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  frrvanf. 
To  the  Right  Hon,  *«  HOWE." 

the  SpeakiT  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  iflued  for  the  borouirh  of 
Orfo(d^  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  YarmoiHh,  now  called  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers.. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reported,  That  his  MiJ^fty 
had  been  waited  upon  with  certain  advlreiTos  of  that  ^i  .if,'^ 
.  and  that  he  had  been  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  Hiy  he  (hould  give 
dire£lion$  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  *'  Thnt  <he  pnp^rs 
^  prefented,  fcalcd  up,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Durulas,  and  re- 
^*  fcrred  by  that  Houfe  to  the  Committs*c  of  Serrccy,  be  le- 
^  turned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  St.uc.'* — Ordered, 

The  Houfe  t]\cn  adjourned  to  Monday,  July  7. 

HOUSB 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MoMDAT,  July]. 

.  LtrdAmherfi  mored^  *^  That  the  further  confidention  of 
<<  the  Trial  of  Warren  Haftings  (hould  be  poftponed  to  the 
^  fecond  Tuefday  in  the  next  felEon  of  Parliamem^"  viuch 
being  put,  was  carried. 

l2rd  Amharfi  moTed,  **  That  the  Hoaie  do  adjourn  to  Fii* 
«  day  next.**' 

^ht  Earlrf  Lauderdale  obferved,  that  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affiiirs  reqmred  that  fome  propoficion  (hould  be  offisrcd  to 
their  Lordfliips  for  confideration,  previous  to  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament,  and -therefore  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houte  the 
propriety  of  meeting  a  day  earlier  than  that  of  the  intended 
prorogation,  which  6f  courfe  was  Thurfday  next,  as  he  had  no 
seafon  to  apprehend  that  Parliament  woidd  be  allowed  to  fit 
after  Friday  next.  He  then  moved  >  by  way  of  amendment^ 
that  Thurfday  be  inferted  in  the  motion  inftead  of  Friday. 
.  The  amendment  being  put  and  negatived,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  having  put  the  queftion  on  die  original  motion  for 
Friday, 

The  Dttke  of  Norfolk  entered  the  Houfe.  His  Grace.  &id,  he 
(hould  be  happy  to  underftand  from  any  of  his  Majefty^s  mi- 
nifters,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  advife  the  Crown  to  pro- 
rogue the  Parliament  before  an  opportunity  (hould  be  had  for 
coming  to  fome  refolutions  on  our  prefent  continental  affairs* 
Some  time  ago  we  had  an  amreeable  view  of  our  conteft  with 
the  encmj ;  Tie  meant  the  viAory  obtained  over  them  by  our 
fleet,  but  fuice  that  time  the  profpe£l  of  the  war  had  become  a 
very  gloomy  one)  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  that  part  of  the 
allied  powers,  officers  and  men,  that  came  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  Britilh,  would  not  do  their  duty;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  confident  they  would )  but  there  were  others  vrhofe 
duty  it  was  to  be  as  eager  at  leaft  as  ourfclves,  of  whofe  Gnce- 
rity,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture,  he  doubted.  He  believed  it 
was  not  now  to  be  regarded  as  a  fecret  that  the  Kin?  of  PrulOa 
abandoned  altogether  not  only  the  fpirit,  but  alk>  the  very 
terms,  of  the  lafl:  treaty  between  him  and  this  counury. 
Their  Lordfliips  would  recoUeCl,  that  a  fubfidy*  to  an  im* 
menfe  amount,  was  agreed  to  be  paid  to  that  monarch ;  part 
of  which  he  had  aAually  received,  and  now  he  was  to 
withdraw  himfelf  entirely  from  the  contcil.  AH  this  money 
snuft  hereafter  be  raifed  by  taxes,  and  taken  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people  of  this  country;  and  for  winch,  as  it  nowap- 
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pearcdj  pq  ftrvicc  yliatcvcy  was  to  be  ren<)c^cd.  This  bcin^ 
the  (ituation  gf  our  a^airs,  )ie  thought  it  the  duty  of  that 
Jlpufc  to  addrefs'his  Majefty,  praying  that  he  may  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  allow  thera  to  continue  fitting  for  fome  further 
time,  in  order  that  they  may 'be  enabled  to  deliberate  on  im- 
portai^t  affairs.  The  only  thing  that  he  could  now  do,  was 
that  pf  giving  notice,  that  on  Friday  oext  he  (hould  bring  for- 
ward a  propofition  to  the  ctfcQ,  he  had  already  alluded  to^ 
u|ilefs  \ic  ijiould  ifi  the  interim  receire  fuch  information  from 
any  of  his  Majefty'^  minifters  as  Ihould  render  his  intended 
motion  unneceffary ;  for  indeed  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly 
unworthy  the  juftice  and  difcretion  of  that  Houfe  to  prefer  the 
eafe  and  pleafure  of  its  ^fembers,  p  the  exercife  of  its  duty  on 
important  public  affairs ;  and  that  too  at  a  time  when  many  of 
the  brave  officers  and  .failor$^|  who  fought  for  us  fo  nobly,  and 
fo  glpripufly  coqcjuered  pn  the  firft  of  June,  were  languifliing 
under  their  bleeding  wounds,  and  fome  of  them  dying,  for 
this,  to  the.m,  ^a^  an  inclement  feafon.  It  would  be  difgrace* 
fu),  his  Crace  thought,  for  that  Hoyfe  to  negle£l  its  duty  at 
fuch  ^  crifis;  he  therefore  begged  it  to  be  underftood,  that  he 
jfhould  haye  a  motion  to  make  on  Friday,  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  to  continue  the  fitting  of  Parliament,  &c. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
motion  before  the  Uoufe,  '<  That  this  Houfe  do  at  its  rifing 
«  acyoum  tp  Friday  next/'  He  did  this,  the  Noble  Earl.feid, 
to  afford  the  Noble  Duke  an  opportunity,  by  continuing  the 
fitting  of  the  JHpufe,  tp  ppen  mpre  fully,  if  his  Grace  pleafed, 
the  u&hje.£i:  0/  his  motion,  and  the  particular  circumftances 
which  made  \f,  neceffary. 

This  amendment  yras  put  and  negatived. 

jjifi  Earl  of  J^audiif dale  then  reprpl)ated,  in  fevere  terms,  this 
fof t  of  precipitancy  in  carrying  on,  or  rather  paffmg  by,  the 
pVoper  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  j  he  thought  the  prefent  an  alarm* 
ing  crifis  to  this  country  from  the  afpcdl  ot  its  continental 
a^irs.  He  thought  tlic  Public  would  be  but  little  fatisfied 
with  fuch  coi^duft  as  the  prefent,  and  he  trufted,  that  if  cer- 
tain Noble  Lords  had  any  particle  left  of  that  regard  to  order 
and  decorum  which  always  ought  to  diftinguim  that  Houfe, 
and  conftantly  to  attend  its  proceedings,  they  would  agree  to 
the  amendn\ent  which  he  was  about  to  move  ;  otherwife,. 
perhaps,  the  whole  diCcuifion  intended  to  be  brought  forward 
by  thie  Noble  Duke  oji  Friday,  might  be  entirely  prevented* 
He  thercfpfe  moved,  ^hat  to  the  motion  for  adjournment  to 
Friday  peixt.be  added,  '*  apd  that  the  Lords  be  fuoimoned." 

The  Lord  .Chancellor  obfervcd,  that  the  complaint  of  the 
Noble  Earl,  as  to  the  precipitancy  oS  miniflers  upon  this  occa- 
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fion,  was  premature^  for  that  in  propofing  his  amendment 
he  had  not  fpecified  any  thing  that  was  intended  to  be  moved. 
The  Noble  Duke  indeed  had  dated  a  propofition,  which  w^as 
clear  and  intelligible,  and  he  dared  fay  their  Lordfliips  would 
attend  to  hear  it  on  the  day  named. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  cxpreffed  himfelf  fatisfied  with  a  gcnc*- 
ral  underftanding  that  their  Lordfliips  would  attend  on  Fri- 
day. 

The  Earlof  Lauderdale^  amendment  was  then  negatived^  and 
their  Lordfliips  adjourned  to  Friday  nexf. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  July  7. 

Six  public  Bills  and  one  private  received  the  Royal  Aflent 
by  commiflion. 

The  Speaker  iflued  his  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for 
two  new  writs ;  one  for  the  borough  of  Caflile  Rifing,  in  the 
room  of  Henry  Drummond,  Efq.  deceafed ;  and  the  other  for 
the  city  of  Norwich,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Windham,  who  has  accepted  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr,  Long  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  adjourn  till  Friday  the 
nth. 
When  the  Speaker  put  the  queftion  on  that  motion, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  not  underftand  what  his  Majefty's 
miniders  meant  by  adjourning  the  Houfe  in  tliat  manner  from 
day  to  day.  It  might  have  been  expeftcd  that  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country  as  the  prefent,  minifters  would  have  thought 
it  no  derogation  from  their  dignity  to  attend  their  duty  in  the 
Houfe  on  the  laft  day  of  the  felfion  in  which  it  was  likely  any 
bufinefs  could  be  done.  There  were  many  points  refpeftiiig 
which  Members  of  that  Houfe  were  bound  to  aflc  for  informa- 
tion; information  which  their  conftituents  in  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  country  would  have  aright  to  demand.  If  there 
nad  been  any  perfon  prefent  to  have  aflured  him  that  Parlia- 
ment was  not  to  be  prorogued  on  Friday,  he  fliould  not  have 
oppofed  the  adjournment  till  that  day^  but  there  being  no  one 
in  the  Houfe  who  could  give  him  that  aflurance,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  move  an  amendment  teethe  motion,  by  leaving 
out  the  word  Friday^  and  fubftituting  Thurfday  in  its  place. 
His  reafon  for  moving  this  amendment,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
was,  in  order  to  bring  forward  a  propofition,  which,  from  the 
late  events  that  had  taken  place  on  the  continent,  he  conceived 

to 
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to  be  of  confiderabtermportancc  to  the  country ;  he  therefore 
moved  that  the  Houfe  do  adjourn  till  Thurfday  the  10th 

Mr.  Jehyll  feconded  this  motion,  and  exprefled  his  aftonifti- 
rnent  at  the  abfence  of  all  the  King's  miniiters.  He  thought 
it  reafonable  to  expeft  to  find  them  in  their  places  to  explain 
fome  late  events  which  were  extremely  curious  and  Gngular  in 
their  nature.  lis  wiflied  thofe  Gentlemen  had  been  prefent 
to  give  an  account  to  the  Houfe  of  the  money  that  had  been 
fent  to  the  King  of  PrufTia,  and  of  the  rcafon  which  prevented 
that  Potentate  from  fulfilling  his  engagements.  There  was 
alfo  another  circumftance  which  he  could  not  help  mention- 
ing :  It  had  been  formerly  fl:ated  by  his  Hon.  Friend  in  that 
Houfe,  that  Lord  Dorchefter  had  written  a  letter  to  the  In- 
dians of  Lower  Canada,  refpe^ing  this  country  being  about  to 
be  involved  in  a  war  with  the  American  States.  The  authen- 
ticity of  that  letter  was  flatlv  denied  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  when 
the  fame  fubjeft  was  brougnt  forward  by  a  Noble  Friend  of  his 
in  another  place,  the  letter  was  treated  as  a  grofs  forgery;  but 
now  it  had  turned  out,  from  the  letters  of  mx.  Hammond,  our 
diplomatic  agent  with  the  United  States,  that  what  his  Hon. 
Friend  had  faid  with  regard  to  that  letter  was  corrcftly  true  5 
for  it  perhaps  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a  war  with  Ame- 
rica. 

Mr.  Long  faid,  he  could  give  no  anfwcr  on  the  fubjedl  of 
proroguing  Parliament;  but  he  was  under  the  ncceflity  of 
agreeing  to  the  amendment,  becaufe  the  Hon.  Gentleman  wl*o 
moved  it  had  an  opportunity  of  counting  out  the  HouXe..  £The 
Speaker  had  been  put  into  the  chair  by  the  Black  Rod''s  fum- 
mons  to  attend  the  Royal  AiTent  being  given  by  commiifion  to 
Bills  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers;  about  twenty  Mennbers  only  wer« 
prefent.] 

Mr,  Grey  could  not  poffibly  account  for  the  abfence  of  all 
his  Majefty's  minifters  on  that  occafion,  but  by  fuppofing  it  to 
be  a  part  of  that  fyftem  which  had  uniformly  governed  their 
condu£t  from  the  commencement  of  their  adminiitration.  The 
.  minifters  of  the  Crown  had  conftantly  and  utiiformly  confi- 
dered  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  fubordinate  to  themfelves  $ 
and  if  they  would  not  attend  their  places  voluntarily,  th^t 
Houfe  had  a  right  to  demand  their  attendance.  There  were 
many  points,  refpefting  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  w^is 
bound  to  enquire  before  the  clofe  of  the  feffion :  Among 
others,  they  had  a  rfght  to  afk  them  the  reafon  of  the  non- 
performance of  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruflia-  It  was 
now  more  than  two  months  fince  the  Pruffians^werc  to  have 
been  in  the  field,  and  they  had  not  yet  begun  to  march, 
'  though  the  fubfidy  we  had  paid  for  their  afliftance  was  enor- 

3  C  2  mous 


3lo  WOOOr ALL'S  PARLIAMENT aRT  MPOftlt.     [C)i^iioica. 

mous  beypnd  all  precedent  in  the  Mftory  of  the  country.  He 
thought  the  King's  minifters  ^'ould  have  been  better  employed 
in  attending  their  duty  in  Parliament,  than  in  fettling  hew  ar* 
ranieme/its  in  the  cabinet. 

Mr.  Shirt'dan  faid,  it  would  have  been  more  decent  for  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  to  adjourn  till  Friday,  to  give  any 
reafon  for  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  rather  than  confers 
that  attention  to  the  interclls  of  their  conftituents  in  theltoufe 
of  Commons,  was  only  a  fecondary  obje£t  in  their  contemplii- 
tion.  He  muft  pcrCft  in  the  amendment  j  and  give  notice  fo 
the  few  Members  prefcnt,  that  on  Thurfday  next  he  JQbouId 
make  a  motion  on  the  (late  of  the  country  with  refpeft  to  the 
war- 

The  amendment  was  put  and  ckrtiedj  and  the  Houfe  ad« 
journcd  till  Thurfday, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
THirit'sDAr,  Jiilj  ID. 

A  new  writ  was  inoved  for  the  ele^ion  of  a  Member  for  the 
borough  of  Honiton,  in  the  room.  9f  Sir  Georrf  iTongf^  Bait, 
who  has  accepted  of  the  office  of  Mafter  and  Worker  of  his 
Majefty's  Mint}  a.  writ  for.  New  Malton,  in  the  room  of  tie 
Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke^  wholiad  accepteii  the  Cirfficeof  Stew^ 
ard  of  the  Chiltem  Hundreds,  and  another  for  Biihop's  Cafflfe, 

MONEY  PAID  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SUBSIDY  TO  tAE  ICINO  OF 
PRUSSIA,  AND  HIS  CONDUCT  IN  CONSEQyfeNCE. 

Mr,  Sheridan  ftid,  he  rejoiced  that  the  attendance  of  Mem- 
bers had  put  the  Speaker  in  the  chair ;  it  had  enabled  hiin  to 
deliver  a  few  parting  words.  He  rejoiced  that  minifters  hiid 
^at  length  condefccndcd  to  think  that  the  Hdufe  of  Commgns 
merited  fome  attention,  and  to  fuppofe  that  it'rhi^htbc  pME- 
ble  that  fome  Gentlemen  might  feel  an  inclination  to  miike 
a  few  obfervations  on  the  preicnt  (ituation  6f  aHairs  prcvioufly 
to  the  prorogation  of  Parliament.  He  rejoiced  alfo  at  the  attend* 
ance  of  the  Members  that  day,  becaufe  it  had  afibrded'a  Gentle* 
man  oppofite  him  an  opportunity  to  makeamotioh,VhichS¥ou)d 
enable  the  Public  to  avail  thcmfclves  of  the  abilities  of  a -Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  rMr.  Windham)  and  of  another  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr,  burke),  whofe  feceflion  was  the  objeft  of 
the  other  motion.  That  Kight  Hon.  Gentleman  had'ferved 
the  Public  many  years  \  and  though  he  had  receiitly  dlffijrcd 
from  htm  in  material  points,  yet  ne  fliouldhave  been  happy 
to  have  heard  that  he  nad  vacated  his  feat  for  the  purpofe  of 
(taking  pofleflion  of  an  office  equally  pre&table  with  that  of 
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Mr.  Windham.  Another  rcafon  of  his  rcjolchg  was,  that 
the  attendance  of  Members  would  enable  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  to  make  a  motion^  which  he  had 
heard  was  to  be  made,  for  the  creftion  of  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Caiptain  Harvey  and  Captain  Hate;  as  a  teftimony 
of  public  gratitude  to  tlie  memory  of  thofe  two  gallant  officers^ 
who  died  in  confequence  of  the  wounds  they  had  received  m 
the  late  engagement,  which  terminated  fo  glorioufly  for  their 
cotfntfy. 

iTie  propofition  which  it  was  his  intentibn  to  fubmit  to  the  . 
conffideration  of  the  Houfc,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  did  not  go  in 
€he  'gfft  inftance  to  do  ifhat  which  he  thought  to  be  the  moft 
proper  in  die  prefent  fituation  of  afiairs,  to  advife  his  Majeiby 

'  not  to  prorogue  the  Parliament,  although  in  one^event  it  might 
be  followed  up'by  fuch  a  motion ;  for  nothing,  in  his  opinion. 
Was  more  'neceflkry  at  that  moment,  than  that  the  Houfe,  his 
Majeft/s  natioxial,  conftitutional,  and  beft  advifers,  fliould 
cbnftinae  fitting  to  deliberate  on  important  public  affairs  at  this 
dwful  hour.  He  (hould  firft,  however,  make  fome  obferva- 
tions  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  information ;  and  the  cScSt 
of  thofe  obfervatioris  would  determine  whether  he  (hould  not 
move  kn  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  to  continue  the  fitting  of  Par- 
liamcht.  If  thev  were  at  an  earHcr  period  bf  the  feffion,  and 
if  the  events  which  had  lately  taken  place  had  taken  place  in 
Februslry,  or  March,  or  April,  he  believed  there  was  no. 
m^n  who  Would  not  hsfve  thought  that  a  motion  ibr  enqutrii^ 

into  the  caufes  of  thofe  events  was  abfoHitely  necefiary.    Six 

^eeks  billy  had  elapfed  fince  the  obje£t  of  the  war  was  evj^i- 
citly  Announced,  scarcely  more  than  that  period  had  paflett 
away  fifice  an  Hon.  Gentleman  had  avowed  that  the  war  had 

^for  its  objcft  the  extermination  of  the  government  at  Paris; 
and  it  was  added,  by  way  of  fliewing  the  fincerity  of  that 
avbWSil,  that  we  ought  to  employ  the  laft  man,  and  the  laft 

f;uinea,  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  French  republic, 
n  the  fame'flibrt  period  of  fix  weeks,  did  he  fay  too  much, 
•when  he  afTerted,  that  events  had  happened  which  had  proved 
that  the  objed  of  the  war  was  wholly  impraditable  and  chi- 
meri<^al  ?  Did  he  fay  too  much,  when  he  affirmed  that  he  had 
a  right  to  afk,  Whether  the  objc£k  of  the  war  was  ftill  the 
fame  ?  Had  minifters  ever  held  out  a  hope  in  which  they  had 
not  fiililed  ?  H:ld  they  ever  held  out  one  ezpeAation  which 
Was  not  followed  almoft  with  immediate  difappoititment  ?  Not 
one!  They  who  afted  with  him  differed  with  minifters  on  the 
prihciples  and  obje£fc  of  the  war,  but  they  did  not  deny  them  a 
man  or  a  guinea.  Application  was  made  for  powers  more  ex- 
tenfiyc  than  had  ever  bcpn  granted  before,  and  they  were  given. 

Minifters 
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Minifters  told  the  Houfe,  and  they  told  the  Public,  they  had 
the  moft  fanguine  expctlations  of  focccfs,  if  proper  refources 
were  granted  to  them.    They  were  iiotdefertcd  by  the  Houfe. 
They  had  been   furnifhed  with  the  moft   ample  refources. 
They  applied  for  a  fubfjdy  to  tlie  King  of  Pruilla,  to  an  unpre- 
cedented, to  an  enormous  amount.     They  had  it.     They  ap- 
plied for  a  long  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia.     It  was  voted. 
They  applied  for  unlimited  powers  with  regard  to  employing 
French  emigrants  in  the  King's  fervice.     The  powers  were 
given  them.     What  had  been  the  confequence  of  all  tliis? 
Difgrace,  defeat,  difafter,  beyond  what  were  ever  experienced 
in  any  former  ^ar.     Since  then  all  thefe  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions had  been  difappointed,    (hould  they   not  enquire  the 
caufe  ?    Were  the  imbecility  and  incapacity  of  the  oiinifters  to 
exempt  them  from  animadverfions  ?    Were  they  to  pradife 
delufions  and  deceit,   and  were  they  ftill  to  be  filent  ?    Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  he  fliould  like  to  hear  what  excufe  they  could 
.  ofler  ?  He  fliould  be  glad  to  know  what  they  had  to  fay  on  the 
favourite  plan  of  marching  to  Paris  ?    On  what  ground  they 
maintained  the  pra£bicability  of  that  decifive  ftroke  ?    Would 
they  fay  that  they  had  been  difappointed  by  the  King  of  Pruf- 
iia  r  If  they  did,  it  would  not  be  aflcing  too  much,  to  enquire 
whether  that  Monarch  had  received  his  fubfidy,  and  what 
troops  he  had  furntflied  in  confequence  of  it.     On  that  fubjed 
lie  ihould  indeed  think  it  fcandalous  if  the  Houfe  were  to  fepn- 
rate  without  requiring  or  receiving  fome  information.    He 
would  not  fuppofe  that  the  minifter  would  aflert  that  the  King 
of  Pruflia  was  aflifting  the  alliance  againft  France  by  befieging 
Cracow,  and  by  maffacring  the  Poles.     If  the  minifter  was  to 
fay  he  did  not  imagine  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  would  have 
adted  as  he  had  done,  he  fliould  anfwer,  it  was  his  bufinefs  to 
have  fo  imagined,  for  he  was  warned  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  on  the  granting  the  fubfidy,  and  he  might  have  been 
taught  to  expeft  it  from  experience  of  the.cond^d  of  that 
Monarch.    He  was  warned  alfo  of  what  might  be  the  condud 
of  the  Emperor  and  all  the  allies  in  this  war ;  what  had  been 
predided  on  thefe  points  had  adually  happened,  and  that  fo 
clearly  and  plainly,  that  to  fay  they  were  events  which  might 
not  have  been  expe£led,  was  a  fubterfuge   unworthy  of  a 
Britifli  minifter,  unworthy  of  any  man  who  had  any  value  of 
his  chara£ter  for  judgment  or  integrity.  If  it  were  reprefented 
to  them  that  the  numbers  of  the  French  were  fo  great,  he 
ihould  anfwer  in  reply,  that  the  minifter  muft  have  been  aware 
of  the  French  fyftem  of  rifing  in  a  mafs,  and  that  he  knew 
they  would  on  any  emergency  arife,  as  he  had  himfelf  faid, 
V  an  armed  nation/'    He  fliould  be  glad  to  know  why,  when 

thefe 
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thefe  adverfe  events  occurred  'm  Flanders,  the  troops  were 
futTered  to  hover  on  the  coaft  of  Hampfhire,  and  were  not 
employed  in  fttengthentng  our  force  in  Flanders  ?  Upon  mili- 
tary tallies,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  enter, 
bccaufe  he  did  not  profefs  to  underftand  them,  but  the  general 
principle,  that  the  objeft  of  the  war  had  totally  failed,  was 
known  to  every  perfon.  It  was  known  to  every  perfon,  that 
the  avowed  end  of  the  War  was  unattainable;  that  the  allies 
had  been  driven  out  of  Flanders,  and  that  they  had  been  forced 
to  aft  on  the  defenfive  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland.  In  that 
View  of  our  affairs,  he  could  not  think  it  unreafonablc  for  tliat 
Houfe  to  call  on,mintfters,  to  fay  C3^1icitly  whether  Govern- 
ment ftill  perfevered  in  their  declared  objeft  of  the  war  ?  And 
in  afking  that  queftion,  he  obferved,  he  fliould  have  much 
more  fatisfaftion,  if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  was  at 
that  time  repofing  in  the  cool  fhades  of  the  Chiitern  Hundreds 
were  prefent ;  but  on  account  of  the  Public,  he  muft  demand 
and  was  fure  he  was  entitled  to  an  anfwer.  On  the  fcntiments 
which  had  been  cxprefled  by  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  who  was  at  that  time  qualifying  himfelf  for 
war  minifter,  he  fhothd  fay  little ;  if  he  were  prefent,  he 
fhould  fay  much.  It  was,  however,  on  account  of  fomc  new 
political  alliances  which  had  been  formed,  that  the  caufe  of 
the  war  fliould  be  explicitly  declared.  Though  he  fhould  ima- 
gine, that  as  the  times  wete  fo  different,  it  would  be  abfurd  to 
proceed  on  the  fame  individual  principles ;  yet,  as  he  fufpefted 

*  that  as  the  members  of  this  new  alliance  in  office  were  placed  in 
important  fituations,  a  deeper  and  more  ftubborn  principle  for 
profecuting  the  war  had  been  adopted,  and  that  thefe  new  ap- 
pointments hoifted  the  bloody  flag,  to  declare  that  war  was  tf> 
be  carried  on  till  either  the  government  of  France  was  extermi- 
nated, or  till  England  fell  In  the  attempt.  When  he  confidcred 
thofe  infuperable  bars  which  once  prevented  any  communica- 
tion with  the  minifler ;  when  he  recoUefted  the  folemn  decla- 
ration in  1784,  that  a  temporary  dereliftion  of  one  office,  on 
the  part  of  the  minifler,  was  a  facrifice  abfolutcly  neceffary  to 
the  infulted  dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  when  he  re- 
membered that  thofe  declarations,  though  iong  made,  were 
long  adhered  to,  and  even  repeated  in  the  lafl  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  when  he  confidcred  thefe  circum (lances,  and  reflefted 
a  little  on  the  unpopularity  of  former  coalitions  j  when  he  re- 
flefted  on  the  difinterefbednels  of  the  charaflers  in  queflion^ 
he  mufl  think  that  nothing  but  a  paramount  and  imperious 
ncceffity  had  induced  them  to  adopt  their  prefent  mode  of 
condu£t.  Had  they  aftcd  in  confequence  of  any  admiration 
of  the  great  talents  of  the  minifler,  and  had  that  admiration 

fwept 
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fwcpt  away  all  theU  former  oppoCtioii  ?  Were  they  tp  believe, 
en  the  other  fide>  that  the  unioa  was  founded  on  t)ie  confeire4 
imbecility  of  minifters,  who  were  to  throw  the  ipaoagemenc 
of  the  war  into  other  hands  ?  He  could  not  fuppofe  that  this  wa^ 
the  cafe;  becaufe,  however  rational  and  well  founded  their 
opinion  of  the  imbecility  and  incapacity  of  the  minifters  might 
be,  yet  he  knew  that  the  minifter  poflefled  too  gop  j  ^n  opit 
iiion  of  his  own  abilities,  either  to  acknowledge  his  own  in* 
capacity,  or  to  give  up  the  management  of  the  wary  froiq  9 
convi£lion  of  his  own  inability.  The  prefent  mode  pf  coin 
du&  therefore  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  could  only  ^fe  frpo^  an 
idea  of  the  dangerous  fituation  of  the  country,  frogi  ^  k|ip\y« 
ledge  of  the  failure  of  every  proje£t  adopted  by  th/e  fnini^er, 
from  a  convi£tion  that  all  petty  confiderations  ihould  give 
way,  and  that  the  cafe  was  fo  urgent,  as  to  render  the  honour 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  circumftance  of  no  importance* 
Such  muft  be  the  caufe  of  their  forgetfulnefs  of  all  their  for« 
mer  declaratbns,  of  all  their  former  pledges.  If  tljenefore 
he  was  right  in  the  motives  which  he  had  fuppofed  muft  have 
influenced  their  conducEt,  they  ought  at  lead  ^o  give  th^  Houfe 
^  Commons  credit  for  being  willing  to  ren^ain  on  their  pofts 
in  a  period  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty  and  dapger.  Fpr  tbefe 
reafons,  he  was  entitled  to  call  for  an  explicit  declaration  of 
the  objedi  of  the  war,  as  tlie  Houfe  had  9  right  tp  J^now, 
whether  the  caufe  of  the  war  remained  the  fame  or  not.  He 
believed  that,  uniefs  th«  wild  projed  to  which  he  had  aUuded 
was  given  up,  no  peifon  would  fupport  the  yrzi  yvith  vigour, 
and  he  particularly  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  prefs  an  iinquirjr 
as  to  the  (ituation  of  this  country  and  the  King  of  P]:^ffia•  A 
large  fum  of  money  had  been  voted  to  th^  Prince ;  and  it 
did  not  appear  that  he  had  done  any  thing  to]iyards  perform- 
ing his  part  of  the  engagement ;  on  that  account  alone  the 
Houfe  was  entitled  to  an  explanation  ',  and  the  Public,  through 
their  medium,  expe£led  to  be  fatisEed  in  that  refpe£):. 

Explanation,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  alfo  neceflary  on  th^ 
fubje^  of  our  difference  with  America.  It  w^s  a  known  ;^nfl 
incontrovertible  fa£l,.  that  the  prefent  Adminiftration  was 
detefted  in  every  part  of  America.  As,  however,  the  mi- 
nifter and  his  colleagues  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  evinced 
fuch  an  ignorance  of  American  affairs,  it  was  not  too  much 
to  fuppofe  thjit  they  were  alfo  ignorant  of  that  h€t.  America, 
it  was  true,  was  divided  ii\to  two  parties :.  The  one  violent 
and  raih,  favourers  of  the  principles  of  the  French  in  \hcir 
moft  blamcablc  excefs;  the  other  wife  and  moderate,  and 
willing  to  facrifice  a  great  deal  for  the  fake  of  preferving  the 
Ueffmgs  of  peace.  But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
3      •  might 
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might  be  between  thefe  two  parties  on  political  fubjefls,  in 
this  they  were  all  agreed,  that  the  condutl  of  the  adminidra* 
tion  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  laft  ten  yearsy  had  been  devoid 
of  every  principle  of  juilice,  and  even  of  common  fenfe.     In 
this  point  of  view,  he  had  a  right  to  aflert,  that  they  might 
be  ignorant  of  this  fa£t }  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  when 
he  read  a  paper  fome  time  ago,  relative  to  Lord  Dorcheiler's 
fpeech  to  the  Indians  of  Lower  Canada^  the  authenticity  of  it 
was  generally  denied,  and  h  was  deemed  a  forgery  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  though  minifters  might  have  fuppofed  that 
Lord  Dorchefter  might  be  guilty  of  as  grofs  folly  as  them- 
felves.    In  another  place,  to  which  he  could  not,  confidently 
with  Parliamentary  order,  allude,  the  foeech  was  treated  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Noble  Lord  who  read  it,  was  almoft 
accufed  of  reading  it  only  for  the  purpofc  of  fowing  difien« 
fion  between  the  two  countries.     He  wiihed  therefore  to 
know  what  authority  was  given  to  Lord  Dorchefter  for  mak- 
ing fuch  a  fpeech,  and  whether  any  fteps  had  been  taken  by 
Government  in^confequencc  of  it.    If  in  anfwer,  he  was  loid, 
that  tlie  negotiation  with  Mr.  Jay  (the  American  minifter) 
was  in  fuch  a  train  that  it  would  he  dangerous  to  reveal  any 
fecrets,  he  (hould  certainly  prefs  the  fubjeft  no  further.     But 
he    felt   it   his  duty  to   mention   it,    that  minifters  might 
avail  themfelyes,  if  they  thought  fit,  of  an  opportunity  of  fa-^ 
tisfying  the  Public  upon  that  very  important  fubjefl.    Per- 
haps, indeed,  the  Americans  relied  on  the  character  of  the 
adminiftration  of  this  country,  and  having  witneiTed  the  petty 
miferable  expedients  of  annual  Commercial  Bills  they  had 
adopted,  thought  they  would  retrad  any  thing  they  had  ad- 
vanced, and  for  that  purpofe  had  given  Mr.  Jay  full  power 
.and  diftin£l  dire£tions  to  negotiate;  but  as  nothing  that  could 
be  done  by  Adminiftration  could  poflibly  fatisfy  the  Americans 
without  the  exprefs  recognition  of  Parliament,  he  thought 
that  of  itfclf  a  very  good  reafon  why  Parliament  ihould  not 
at  this  time  be  prorogued.     Upon  this  head  he  ftiould  only 
fubniit  to  the  minifter  the  propriety  of  his  giving  fome  fatif- 
fafiion  to  the  Public.    If  the  minifter  ftiouid  be  inclined  to 
give  the  Houfe  any  information  with  refpeft  to  America — if 
he  was  inclined  to  give  any  explanation  with  regard  to  the 
money  paid  in  part  of  the  Pruflian  fubfidy,  and  the  fubfequent 
condu£k  of  the  King  of  Pruflia — if  he  was  willing  to  give  the 
Houfe,  in  (hort,  any  explanation,  with  regard  to  the  prefent 
war^  as  to  the  tr^e  objedl  of  Government  in  carrying  it  on, 
or  to  afford  the  Public  any  light  on  our  prefent  fituation,  then, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  (hould  follow  up  his  firft  motion  with 
another,  to  addrefs  bis  Majefty  not  to  prorogue  Parliament 
Vol.  IV.  3D  untU 
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iiat3  an  oppoftnnity  fhould  be  had  of  receiving  fuch  informa- 
tion; but'ify  on  the  contrary,  no  fuch  information  was  ro  be 
EVen^  the  fubfequent  motions  would  be  afekfsy  and  therefore 
I  Ibottld  not  attenq>t  to  nnke  them* 

It  was  neceflary  ^fo  to  recur  to  the  fihiation  and  fentiments 
of  our  allies.  Tliey  were  told  that  they  could  not  make 
ftface;  not  beraufe  chey  diflike  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
nient»  but  becaufe  they  muft  have  fecurity  for  the  future,  and 
the  ^nch  had  not  a  government  to  be  depended -on.  Of 
ail  the  infuUtng  mockeries  that  ever  tired  the  patience  of  men, 
this  was  the  moft  infulting.  We  faw  that  we  were  the  dupes 
of  all  Europtf,  and  that  none  of  our  allies  were  to  be  de- 
pended upon;  and  yet  we  infifted  upon  havi^  from  the 
Breach  government  fecurity  for  the  future.  What  had  the 
DManeft  of  our  allies,  the  King  of  Sardinia,  done  ?  Nothing, 
hut  receive  his  money.  What  had  Spain  done  ?  Had  fhe  co- 
operated with  us  in  tlie  Mediterranean  ?  Had  (he  kept  twenty 
fail  of  the  line  in  Cadiz  harbour,  as  flie  was  bound  to  keep? 
Did*  {he  fend  gut  any  force  to  intercept  that  great  Ainerican 
A^et,  of  wbofe  failing  flic  received  fuch  timely  notice  ?  No* 
Was  then  the  SpaniOi  government  to- be  depended  upon? 
What  had  the  Dutch  done,  who  have  been  ftyled  a  maritime 
power,  and  had  not  furniflied  one  (hip  ?  Was  the  Emprefs  of 
Ru/Tia  to  be  depended  upon  ?  Had  (he  fumilhed  a  ^lan  or  a 
rouble?  Had  Auftria  brought  half  the  nnmber  of  men  which 
ihe  promifed  ?  Was  the  King  of  ProflSa  to  be  depended  upon  ? 
Had  he  not  only  deluded,  but  defrauded  us?  When  we 
looked  to  the  (late  of  our  own  nation,  was  the  BritifliGovemment 
to  be  depended  upon  ?  What  promife  had  miniiicrs  fulfilled  ? 
What  was  our  condu£b  at  Toulon  ?  And  how  had  we  kept 
our  promtfes  to  the  royalifts  ?  In  (hort,  what  he  wopld  a(k  ^as, 
what  bad  been  done  by  any  of  our  allies,  feparately  taken,  or  all 
of  them  jointly,  that  was  to  be  depended  on,  and  how  long  were 
the  people  of  this  country  to  be  the  dupes  of  all  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  in  this  mad  crufade  ?  Could  there  be  any 
argument,  then>  more  prepofterous  and'abfurd,  than  that 
we  ought  not  to  make  peace,  without  having  fecurity  for  the 
future? 

The  only  power  in  Europe,  which  had  been  faithful  to  its 
promifes  was  France ;  (he  had  proved  that  (he  was  to  be  de- 
pended upon ;  and  yet  we  treated  her  as  if  (he  had  no  fubor- 
dination«  and  as  if  her  inhabitants  were  only  an  undifciplined 
rabble  and  noere  banditti.  She  had  not  fulfilled  her  promifes 
to  her.  allies,  becaufe  (he  had  no  allies  j  but  (he  had  been  ter- 
ribly pun£lual  in  her  threats.  She  faid  that  (he  would  fmgle- 
tanded  fight  all  the  defpots  of  Eufopt,  and  (he  kept  her  word. 

She 
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She  declared  that  flie  would  drive  us  from  Toulofii  find  fbe 
kept  her  word.      She  affirmed  that  (he  would  chafe  the 
Pf^uflians  to  die  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  ike  kept  her 
word.    She  aiTerted,  that  {he  would  beat  the  allies  out  of 
Flanders,  and  ihe  kept  her  word.    Why  therefore  wfis  France 
to  be  called  the  only  power  in  Europe  on  whofe  promife  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  r  Only  becaufe  fhe  was  the  only  power 
in  Europe  that  had  been  faithful  to  its  promife  I  The  mmifter 
thought  himXelf  ftrengthened  by  this  grand  alliance  of  po^ 
licical  charaders  at  home.    He  thought*  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  fentiments'  of  the  perfons  who  compofed  that  alliance 
would  be  fatal  to  the  country.    He  hoped  that  thofe  Gen^ 
ilemen  having  attached  to  themfelves  a  degree  of  refpoiw 
fibility,  would  re-coniider  their  declaratipns.    He  trufted  thatp 
when  they  knew  that  their  opinions  might  turn  the  fate  of  tht 
war,  they  \^ould  revife  thofe  opinions.      They  would,  he 
hoped,  recoUeJl  the  wifdom  of  nis  Rig^t  lion^Friend  (Mr- 
Fox )»  whofe  abfence  he  regretted,  and  take  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  making  peace  with   the   reprobated  republic  of 
France.    He  was  yet  fanguine  enough  to  entertain  fuch  t 
hope,    if  however,  deriding  all  demonftration  and  experience^ 
diis  ruinous  and  mad  crufade  was  really  to  be  perfevered  in^ 
if  this  infatuated  adminiftratton  had  gained  nodiing  by  their 
new  alliance,  but  an  additional  infufion  of  raflinefs  and  ob- 
ftinacy ;  he  was  confident  the  hour  was  not  £ar  o^  whoi  tlic 
4aped  and  deluded  people  of  this  country  wouU  lofe  at  once 
their  credulity  and  their  patience;  when  a  folema  hour  of 
account  would  come;  an  hour  which  their  having  fcduced 
pthers  to  (bare  the  peril  of,  would  neither  ward  off  nor  pro* 
trad ;  when  the  'eyes,  the  hopes,  the  Jiearts  of  the  nation 
wovld  be  tunied  to  one  man-^-to  his  Right  Hon.  Friend ;  a 
man  in  whofe  mind,  however  its  generous  nature  might  be 
wounded  by  a  feparation  f rom  long-formed  and  dearly-cheriQ^ 
ed  connexions,  he  was  confident,  there  would  ever  be  found 
a  paramount  attachment  to  the  fafety,  the  profperitv,  the  in- 
dependence of  his  country,  -and  to  the  liberty  and  nappinef$ 
pf  maa  in  general ;  a  man  who,  at  that  very  moment,  did 
not  to  the  public  eye  appear  %/>  for  being  more  a/one-,  on  the 
contrary,  who  feemed  to  ftand  on  higher  grouniKrom  being 
lefs  furrounded.    To  him,  in  the  ftormy  hour,  ihe  nttioo 
would,  he  knew,  turn  at  laft;  and  they  would  find  himi 

?*  Like  a  great  fca-mark,  ftandiog  ey'ry  flaw, 
*«  And  fawng  thofe  that  eye  him?' 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  in  all  points  In  which  he  could 
view  our  prefent  fituation,  he  faw  abundant  reafon  for  Par- 

3O*  Jiap^nf 
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liament  entering  into  an  examination  of  it,  and  coming  to 
fome  determination  for  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  Public.  He 
concluded  with  moving,  ^  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
*^  Houfe  an  account  of  the  money  iflued  for  the  King  of  PrulBa, 
^'  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
*<  King  of  Pruflia,  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  (igned  at  the 
'^  Hague,  in  April  laft,  together  with  an  account  of  the  troops 
^  employed  by  him  in  concert  with  his  Majefty's  troops,  in 
*'  purluance  of  that  treaty." 
Mr,  Grey  feconded  the  motion. 

The  Chancel/or  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that,  before  he  entered 
into  the  three  great  points  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  the  chief  topics  of  difcufiion,  he  would  apply  hlmfelf  to 
thofe  inferior  mattrrs  which  had  been  urged  as  preliminary  to 
them.     The  i  Ion.  Gentleman  feemed  to  exprefs  fome  fatisfao- 
tion  that  he  had  at  lait  had  an  opportunity  of  faying  a  few  part- 
ing  words,  and  of  dating  fome  obfervations ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  infinuated  fomething  blameable  in  his  Majefty's  minifters, 
on  account  of  their  fuppofcd  inattention  to  the  Houfe,  and 
to  their  public  duty ;  as  they  were  not  found  in  the  Houfe,  at 
its  laft  meeting,  difcharging  that  part  of  their  public  duty. 
He  begged  only  to  remind  the  Houfe, ,  that  it  was  veryge>- 
nerally  underftood,  that  all  public  bufinefs  was  clofed.     It  was 
undoubtedly  true  the  Houfe  was  not  prorogued  ;  it  was  only 
aoj<>um«'d,  on  account  of  fome  neceflary  arrangements  made 
for  the  better  condu£lir.g  the  afiairs  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, and  in  faA,  for  reafons  in  themfelves  pretty  ob- 
vious, and  wl  c't  ba.'  btren  pretty  well  mixed  up  with  tbe  dif- 
cuflions  they  had  juft  heard  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman.  Unlefs, 
therefore,  they  themfelves  had  felt,  from  the  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, that  fome   new  meafure  was  necefTary  to  be  adopted, 
which  they  did  not,  as  they  thought  that,  in  their  view  of  the 
fubje£^,  it  would  rather  tend  to  ernbarrafs  than  to  improve  the 
country,  they  could  not  very  well  conceive  that  afny  other  per- 
J    fon   had  any  thing  to  propofe.     They  did  not  imagine,  till 
they  heard  of  the  Hon. 'Gentleman's  notice,  that  it  was  very 
likely  that  he  wanted  to  difcufs  again  any  of  thofe  fubjefis 
to  which  he  had  juft  dire£ted   their  attention.     He  thought 
this  was  enouph  to  fay  for  himfelf.     As  to  fome  Gentlemen 
who  were  abfent,  as  their  feats  were  vacant,  and  their  fitua- 
tions,  as  fervanls  of  the  Crown,  had  not  yet  commenced, 
they  had    fuHicient  excufe  at  prefcnt.      His  Hon.  Frien4 
(Mr.Dundas);  they  all  knew,  was  abfent  by  reafon  of  a  fevere 
domeftic  misfortune,  which  he  was  fure  the  Hon.  Gentlemaq 
regretted  equally  with  him. 

Having 
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Having  thus  explained  the  rcafon  of  the  abfencc  of  minifters 
on  a  former  day,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he 
ihould  very  (hortly  advert  to  the  three  diftind  points  to  which 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded ;  and  he  ihould  do  it  the 
more  concifely;  becaufe,  with  regard  to  two  of  them,  he 
thought  it  would  be  obvious  to  every  Gentleman  in  that  Houfc, 
that  it  was'  impoffible  for  him,  without  the  greatcft  indifcre- 
tion,  and  an  entire  forgetfulncfs  of  every  part  of  his  duty,  to 
enter  into  any  difcuffion. 

With  regard  to  one  of  thefe  points,  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
giving  a  very  *ftinft  anfwcr. 

The  three  points  were,  the  objeft  of  the  war,  gs  direfled 
againft  France}  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Pruflia;  and  the 
negociation  now  pending  between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

RefpeAing  the  two  laft^  he  (hould  ftate  the  reafons  whyh  e 
(hould  pafs  them  over  in  profound  (ilence. 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  the  ohjeft  of  the  prefent  war,  it 
was  not  neceflary  to  fay  much ;  but  what  he  had  to  fay,  he 
wifhed  to  ftate  as  di(lin£^Iy  as  he  could ;  and  in  order  to  do 
fo,  he  muft  beg  not  to  anfwer  the  queftion  as  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  put  it.  He  begged  not  to  anfwer  it  equivocally, 
not  upon  any  vague  grounds,  not  upon  conftruftion,  not 
upon  mifrcprcfentation.  He  begged  to  anfwer  the  queftion. 
What  the  objeft  of  the  war  was  ?  not  from  what  the  Hon. 
Member  had  miftakenly  reprefented  it  to  be,  but  from  what 
he  himfelf  had  conftantly  reprefented  it  to  have  been. 

A  number  of  irrelative  and  defultory  obfervations  had  been 
made  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  had  made  up  his  argu- 
ment by  quoting  fome  parts  from  one  Gentleman's  fpeech, 
and  fome  from  another ;  and  alfo  borrowing  fomething  from 
thofe  who  were  not  delivering  their  own  opinion,  but  were 
criticifing  the  opinion  of  others,  and  putting  their  own  con- 
ftru£tion  upon  it.  Among  other  loofe  aflertions,  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  faid,  the  obje£l  of  the  war  was  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  government  fubfifting  in  France,  without  ex- 
plaining whether  he  applied  it  perfonally  to  thofe  who  formed 
the  government  of  France,  or  whether  it  extended  to  all  thofe 
who  were  adherents  to  that  government :  Ufing  it  equivocally* 
and  to  countenance  another  conilrudion,  he  faid  it  was  a  war 
ufque  ad  internecionem  \  a  phtafe  which,  as  far  as  he  recolie£led9 
had  never  been  ufed  but  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the  war.  If 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  meant  that  the  obje£^  of  the  war,  as  ex- 
prefTed  by  ,minifters,  was  the  de{lru£lion  of  the  Jacobin  go- 
vernment in  France,  he,  for  his  part,  would  readily  admit, 
that  it  had  been  diftinOly  avowed  \  that  it  was  ftUl  diilin£lly 

avowed^ 
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avowed)  and  could  not  be  receded  from  ;  and  he  would  add, 
that  whatever  ftrength  minifters  mi^ht  gain  from  the  counfel, 
^  well  as  from  the  known  refpeflability  and  influence  of  their 
new  aflfociatesy  their  refolutions  on  this  head  could  acquire  no 
additional  force  from  that  circumdance ;  norxould  tlieir  de** 
lennination  to  purfue  that  ob]e£t  be  more  diftin^lj  and  firmly 
adhered  tOj  than  they  would  of  themfelves  follow  it  up  to  tlie 
laft  letter  as  it  had  been  avowed  by  him.    The  obJ6£l  was 
neither  to  be  heightened  by  new  grounds  of  fuccefs,  nor  relin* 
-qoiflied  from  any  temporary  failures,  in  the  means  of  its  ate 
tainment ;  and  was  one  which  he  would  never  depart  from,  as 
•bfolutely  neceflary  to  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  this 
country  and  her  allies.    It  was  not  a  war  pf  extermination,  as 
tlie  Hon.  Gentleman  had  called  it,  nor  was  its  objeSt  the  con«> 
queft  of  France,  but  the  emancipation  of  that  unhappy  coun- 
try 5  not  the  deftrudion  pf  an  enemy,  but  the  overthrow  of 
an  ufurpation  hoftile  to  this  and  every  other  government  m 
Europe ;  and  deftru&ive,  even  to  the  laft  extremity  of  ruin,  to 
France  itfelf.     It  was  impoffible  to  forget  that  thh  was  the 
objeft  of  the  war,  asdiftinfliy  avowed  in  his  Majefi/s  fpcpch, 
and  recognized  by  the  Houfe  in  a  variety  of  proceedings,  taken 
after  folemn  debate  and  deliberate  confideration ;  no  man  of 
common  candour  could,  therefore,  mifreprefent  it.    Let  the 
Right  Hon«  Member  fuppofe  that  all  France  was  united  in 
fupport  of  the  prefent  fyitem,  yet  he  would  be  forced  to  de- 
clare his  deteftation  of  it ;  nor  could  any  aigument  lead  hiia 
to  believe,  that  a  numerous  and  enlightened  people  willingly 
fubmitted  to  the  molt  fevere  and  fanguinary  defpotifm  that 
ever  ftained  the  page  of  hiftory.    It  was  impoflible  to  put  aQ 
end  to  this  moft  furious  tyranny  without  dicllroying  the  pre* 
fent  government  of  France. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  mentioned 
this  country  and  her  allies  by  the  appellation  of  defpcts^  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  remarked,  was  a  mode  of  fpeech 
fo  exactly  copied  from  the  French,  that  he  was  even  furprifed 
that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ufed  it,  who,  though  fometimes 
their  apologift,  had  often  been  obliged  to  reprobate  their 
a£tions.  .  Who  were  thofe  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  joined 
with  the  French  in  callinr  defpots  ?  The  regular  powers  oJF 
Europe,  Great  Britain  and  her  allies,  united  iirone  common 
caufe,  ufing  the  moft  vigorous  endeavours  to  open  to  France 
the  means  to  work  its  own  fafcty,  and  for  reftoring  order  and 
profperity  to  that  diftraftcd  country.  *'  Let  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman underftand  once  more  (faid  he)  that  that  objed^  is  not 
varied,  nor  that  refolution  altered ;  that  there  is  not  a  man  in 
his  Majefty's  councils  who  has  not  a  firm  and  unalterable  dc«- 
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termination  to  employ  every  exertion,  to  ufc  the  beft  means 
and  faculties  of  the  country,  in  conjunftion  with  his  Majcfty'a 
allies,  to  effeft  that  which  can  alone  render  peace  valuable ;  I 
mean  (faid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  to  render  it  per- 
manent and  fecure.  Let  him  recol]e£i:  his  own  declarations^ 
and  the  difcuffion  the  laft  day  we  convcrfcd  on  this  fubjcd. 
That  very  objc£k  had  been  avowed  in  his  Majefty's  declaration 
in  the  courfc  of  laft  fummer,  in  his  fpeech  as  it  appeared  n 
the  clofe  of  laft  feflion,  and  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  in  the  be* 

finning  of  the  prefcnt  feflfion,  and  it  had  been  adopted  by  the 
loufe :  And,  therefore,  the  anfwer  the  Hon.  Gentleman  re- 
ceived from  me  was,  that  the  ob}e£^  is  fuch  as  has  been* 
avowed.  I  cannot  ft^te  it  more  diftin£tly  than  formerly.* 
The  objed  of  the  war  lias  been  precifely  die  fame  firom  the 
begihnmg." 

If,  after  having  been  in  that  Houfe  parties  to  the  folemn 
pledge  given  to  their  Sovereign  "to  fupport  him  in  it,  a  few- 
weeks  bad  fuccefs,  the  lofs  ot  fome  towns  in  Flanders,  the 
pofTeffion  of  which  had  in  all  wars  been  the  fiu£iuating  and' 
unftable  confequence  of  every  temporary  advantage,  and  the 
ihort  fcries  of  thofe  viciffitudes  infeparablc  from  warfare, 
ftiould  fo  unnerve  them,  and  fo  extinguifli  every  fpark  of  Bri- 
tt(h  fpirit  in  their  bofoms,  as  to  induce  them  to  abandon  all^ 
their  objedls,  he  (hquld  confider  himfelf,  and  thofe  whp  ho* 
noured  mm  with  their  fupport,  as  fairly  chargeable  witli  the 
moft  (hameful  weaknefs  and  timidity,  and  with  the  meaneft  de- 
religion  of  their  duty.  An  efTential  point  defervin]^  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfip  was,  the  very  different  fituation  ia 
which  We  ftood  compared  with  that  of  the  enemy,  and,  'not- 
withftanding  all  their  new  triumphs,  how  much  more  we  Iiad 
gained,  from  thexiyffhan  thev  had  obtained  from  us. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dwelt  upon  this  part  of 
Us  fubje£l  with  great  earneftnefs  and  powers  of  reafoning, 
and  aik^d,  whether,  confidering  the  circumftnnces  that  he  had 
alluded  to,  the  Houfe  was  to  be  brought  to  facriiice  their  own 
bcftinterefts,  their  very  exiftence,  and  the  well-being,  order, 
and  good  government  of  all  Europe,  to  the'  phantoms  that 
might  be  attempted  to  be  raifed  by  the  interefted,  or  the  "panicj; 
it  might  fuit  their  purpofes  to  create  ?  Humble  though  his  opi- 
nion of  himfelf  was,  he  thought  better  of  his  own  fortitude,  and' 
certainly  had  a  much  better  opinion  of  that  of  the  Houfe,  than 
to  give  way,  even  for  a  moment,  to  fuch  a  conccptton  j  and 
he  fincereiy  thanked  the  Hon.  Gentleman  for  ha\*ing  given 
him  that  day  an  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  if  the'difap- 
pointment^  which  the  allied  armies  had  experienced,  and  the 
<iScttUie$'ihcy  had  encountered,  in  the  profecution  of  the  juft 
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and  honourable  war  in  which  they  were  embarked,  had  been 
greater  in  a  tenfold  degree  than  they  appeared  to  be,  even 
from  the  mift  of  exaggerated  mifreprefentation  which  the  Hon* 
Gentleman  had  cad  upon  it,  it  could  not,  in  his  mind,  make 
an  atom  of  variation,  as  to  the  only  methods  that  prudence 
required  them  to  take  for  the  prote£lion  of  this  realm,  and 
the  confervation  of  (hat  general  fyftem  of  order  and  tranquil- 
lity, which  had  been  long  gradually  methodizing  and  mould- 
ing the  mind  of  man  into  a  more  exalted  and  happy  ftate  of 
focial  union. 

With  regatd  to  the  queftion,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
emphatically  aflced,  **  What  promife  had  miniftcrs  fulfilled  ?'* 
He  faid,  he  (hould  anfwer  it  by  another,  *^  What  promife  bad 
they  broken  ?"  For  what  promife,  indeed,  could  they  breaks 
who  had  never  made  any  in  the  way  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
would  infinuate  ?  The  only  way  it  was  poffible  for  them  to 
break  their  promife,  was  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  Hon* 
Gentleman,  and  relinquifii  the  obje£l  of  the  war,  to  abandon 
every  engagemetit  with  their  allies,  to  forget  every  debt  they 
owed  to  fociety,  every  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  Sovereign 
and  Parliament,  and  everything  they  owed  to  honour^  honefty, 
or  their  own  reputation.  Being  on  that  part  of  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's charge,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  remind  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  never,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  fpoken  of 
any  expected  event  with  certainty ;  it  was  impoiTible  he  could, 
the  circumftances  of  all  wars  were  fo  variable  and  fudden,  that 
no  prudent  man  would  hazard  himfelf  by  rifquing  a  decifive 
opinion  beforehand  :  He  had  always  fpoken  of  the  events  of 
the  war  with  extreme  and  obvious  anxiety,  accompanied  ne- 
verthelefs  with  all  that  hope  which  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain,, 
the  relative  (late  of  France,  and  the  fituation  of  Europe,  well 
judified :  And  as  he  held  no  language  then,  either  languine 
or  over-weening,  fo  he  would  now  fay,  that  the  hope  which 
he  then  entertained  was  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  diminiihed. 
He  was  yet  of  opinion,  that  the  Powers  of  Europe  had  within 
them  Arcngth  fufficient  to  fecure  their  own  fafety  -,  and  he 
had  not  fo  very  mean  an  eftimation  of  their  intelle£ts  as  to 
fuppofe,  that  they  would  not,  to  the  utmoft,  exert  that  power 
for  the  proteftion  of  every  thing  that  could  be  held  moft  dear 
by  every  friend  to  civilized  fociety. 

On  the  other  two  points,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer . 
faid,  he  would  not  long  detain  the  Houfe. 

With  regard  to  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  he  had 
only  to  fay,  that  his  Majefty's  fervants  were  refponfible  that 
nothing  fhould  be  wanting  on  their  part,  for  the  true  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  engagements  tliey  had  advifed  his . 

Majefty 
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Majcfty  to  enter  into.  Whether  thbfc  troops  engaged  by  the 
fubfidiary  treaty  had  been  mod  properly  employed  in  the 
places  where  they  were  aftually  employed,  or  whether  they 
might  have  been  employed  in  another  place  more  beneficially 
for  the  common  caufe,  were  queftions  which  he  would  ven- 
ture to  aflert  there  was  not  a  man  in  that  Houfe,  who  wiflied 
well  to  the  operations  of  the  combined  armies,  and  the  fuccefs 
of  the  caufe,  would  wi(h  to  have  anfwered  in  the  midft  of  a 
campaign.  On  that  fubje£t,  confidering  all  the  circumftances 
6f  the  war,  it  would  be  ^ighly  improper  to  infift  on  a  reply, 
as  it  could  only  provoke  a  difcuilion  which  mud  be  mif- 
chievous  Co  ail  the  objeds  we  had  at  (lake  ;  on  rhat  ground, 
therefore,  he  (hould  give  it  his  decided  negative. 

With  refpeft  to  the  other  objeft,  wliilc  negotiation  was 
pending  with  America,  he  held  it  to  be  equally  unneceflary 
and  improper  to  ftate  any  circumftance  relative  to  it,  at  a 
moment  when  a  perfon  had  arrived  in  this  country,  entruftcd 
with  powers  on  the  part  of  America,  in  order  to  fee  whether, 
by  friendly  difcuffion,  our  diiferenccs  with  that  country  could 
be  adjufted.     The  public  difciiQion  of  that  fubjed^  at  the  prc- 
fent  moment  was  rooft  likely  to  defeat  the  order  and  arrax^e- 
raent  of  the  bufinels  to  the  future  fatisfadion  of  both  coun- 
tries, and  at  the  fame  time  confident  with  the  intereft  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjedsu     He  (hould,  therefore,  fay  nothing  on  that 
fubje£b.     He  did  not  know  whether  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
would,  or  would  not,  vrave  the  moving  of  it.     If  he  did,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  (hould  undoubtedly 
think  it  his  duty  to  give  his  negative  to  the  motion,  on  the 
grounds  he  had  already  dated.     As  to  the  general  grounds  of 
perfevering  in  the  war,  notwithftanding  the  aifertions  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  he  did  not  fufpe£b  the  fentiments  of  the 
Houfe,  or  of  the  nation^  were  changed.     If  they  were  not, 
the  quedion  was,  What  they  were  to  gain  by  adjourning  in-^ 
dead  of  proroguing  Parliament  ?    With  regard  to  the  cam- 
paign, miniders  were  to  carry  it  on  in  the  manner  which 
might  feem  mod  advifable  to  them,  and  were  refponfible  to 
Parliament  for  their  condud  in  that  refpedt    It  did  not, 
therefore,  require  the   fitting  of  Parliament  to  watch  that 
.  conduft ;  neither  was  it  neceflary  that  it  fliould  be  kept  fitting 
on  account  of  the  Fru(San  fubfidy,  in  order  to  obferve  whether 
the  King  of  Pruflia  fulfilled  the  terms  of  the  treaty  j  and  it  was 
lead  of  ail  neceflary  that  they'  (hould  continue  fitting  on  ac- 
count of  the  afEairs  with  America,  fince,  under  the  prefcnt 
circumdances,  any  Parliamentary  interference  on  that  fubjeft 
would  be  highly, injudicious  and  improper.     On  thefe  feveral 
accounts  he  felt  that  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majedy,  fuch  as  had 
Vol.  IV.  3E  been 
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been  moved,  would  be  highly  inexpedient  and  unadvifable, 
and  therefore  he  (hould  give  the  motion  a  decided  negative. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  notice  of  what  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  about  the  unpopularity  of  his  Mai 
jefty*s  minifters  in  America.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  told 
them,  that  there  was  a  Jacobin  party  in  America,  ading  on 
French  principles,  and  promoting  French  intercfts.  With 
'  that  Jacobin  party,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he 
hoped  the  King's  minifters  were  as  unpopular  as  the  Hon, 
Member  himfelf  was  with  thofe  who  oppofed  Jacobin  princi- 
ples in  this  country.  That  the  perfons  profeffing  thefe  Ja-i 
cobln  principles  were  part  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  ordinary 
correfpondents  he  could  not  have  fuppofed,  unlefs  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  himfelf  had  fo  dated  it.  The  Hon.  Gentleman, 
however,  was  not  very  nice  in  his  choice  of  correfpondents  in 
the  weftern  hemifphere,  as  he  had  lately  (hewn.  Whether 
the  King's  minifters  were  popular  or  not  in  America  among* 
the  Jacobins  of  that  country,  fignified  but  little.  With  Ja- 
cobins he  always  expe£led  to  be  unpopular,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  know,  that  the  popularity 
of  Adminiftration  in  this  country  would  depend  on  their  ftop^ 
ping  the  progrefs  of  Jacobin  principles,  on  oppofing  them 
wherever  they  occurred,  and  in  whatever  fhapc  they  might  be 
found.  To  promote  impreflions  unfavourable  to  the  fuccefs. 
of  the  war,  and  to  retrieve,  if  poffible,  a  fmall  degree  of  that 
popularity  which  had  been  loft  among  the  Hon.  Member'^ 
Jacobin  friends  in  America,  was  pretty  clearly  the  great  caufe 
of  his  motion. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  aflcrtcd,  that  the  prefent  Admi- 
niftration had  been  vefted  with  greater  powers  than  had  been 
given  to  any  former  minifters.  What  men  or  money,  faid 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  had  the  King's  minifters  aiked,  and  not 
received  ?  He  made  no  fcruplc  to  admit  the  faft ;  the  Houfe 
had  been  moft  liberal  certainly  in  their  grants  to  his  Majcfty'^ 
minifters;  that  Hon.  Gentleman,  however,  had  conftantly 
oppofed  them,  as  he  did  every  other  meafure  of  Government. 
He  believed  even  the  ordinary  mode  of  recruiting  the  army 
had  been  made  the  obje£k  rather  of  feverc  criticifm.  In  (faoirt, 
there  was  not  one  meafure  of  Government  which  had  not  been 
favoured  with  all  the  heat  and  eloquence  of  that  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's vehement  oppofition. 

After  the  iirft  campaign,  minifters  had  done  what  they 
thought  the  moft  likely  to  call  forth  the  zeal  and  energy  of 
the  people,  in  the  caufe  in  which  we  had  embarked,  by  pro- 

n^ng  the  raifing  voluntary  corps  by  public  fubfcription ;  thi$ 
been  oppof^rd  upon  the  ground^  tiiat  it  would  be  deftruc- 
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tive  to  the  conftitution ;  the  Houfe  judged  ocherwife,  and 
approved  the  plan;  the  conftitution  had  furvived,  and  was 
ftrengchened  by  it  5  the  fuccefs  with  which  it  had  been  crowned 
did  honour  to  the  zeal,  the  loyalty,  and  the  gallantry  of  the 
nation. 

The  next  meafure  of  importance  adopted  arofc  from  the 
confkleration  that  Great  Britain,  rich  in  pecuniary  refources, 
ihouid  endeavour  to  draw  forth  foreign  aid,  and  facilitate  the 
exertions  of  other  powers,  according  to  the  ancient  lyftem 
of  the  country  in  continental  wars.  We  ihouid,  by  means 
of  a  fubfidy,  endeavour  to  increafe  the  efforts  made  by  nations 
whofc  military  ftrength  exceeded  their  pecuniary  ability.  We 
did  fo  in  th^  calie  of  the  FruiTian  fubfidy  s  but  it  was  repro- 
bated with  the  fame  warmth,  with  the  fame  eloquence,  with 
the  fame  2eal,  as  the  meafure  adopted  to  increafe  the  internal 
defence  of  the  country.  After  retaining,  as  far  as  we  could, 
all  the  fubje£ts  of  Great  Britain,  and  thofe  foreign  troops,  it 
was  natural  to  think  of  calling  forth,  of  difciplining,  and  of 
rendering  regular  and  effe£lual,  that  part  of  the  French  nation 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  England,  and  whom  we  might  enable 
to  bear  arms,  for  the  purpofe  of  aflifting  in  recovering  all 
thofe  rights  that  were  moft  dear  to  theml  The  demands  of 
minifters  on  that  head,  according  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  had 
not  been  refufed.  They  certainly  had  not,  except  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman.  Minifters  had  united  all  the  exertions  of 
Europe  to  thofe  of  the  found  part  of  France,  in  order  to  effeA 
the  falvation  of  that  country,  and  to  deftroy  that  tyranny  which 
ocherwife  threatened  to  overwhelm  all  civilized  fociety^ 

None  of  thefe  meaCures  however,  nor  the  objedt  of  the 
war,  was  what  had  fo  much  irritated  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  as 
a  matter  to  which  he  had  fo  pointedly  alluded,  a  topic  drawn, 
not  from  events  on  the  continent,  but  from  events  nearer 
home,  and  which  had  obvioufly  made  a  deep  impreflion  on  the 
Hon.  Gentleman's  mind.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  afked,  What 
there  could  be  but  a  great  and  prefGng  neceffity  to  produce 
the  new  arrangements  in  the  prefent  Adminiftration  ?  That 
queftion  he  would  anfwer  with  another.  What  greater  necef- 
fity could  there  exift  to  faithful  fubjefts  of  their  Sovereign,  to 
faithful  guardians  of  the  conftitution,  and  fincere  lovers  of 
their  country,  to  unite  their  efforts  to  prefervc  the  Tecurity  of 
the  Crown,  the  authority  of  the  Parliament,  the  liberty,  the 
tranquillity,  and  fafety  of  the  nation,  than  the  neceffity  of  the 
moment  ?  What  connexion  of  pcrfons  were  more  likely  to 
ferve  the  King  well,  or  to  defend  the  conftitution  wifely  and 
faithfully,  than  thofe  who  had  united  on  the  ground  of  that 
neceflity  i   What  was  their  obje£t  i   They  were  not  contend* 
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ing  whether  this  or  that  defcrtpfion  of  family  ^cre  the  inoft 
likely  to  compofe  an  adminiflration  that  would  meet  the  public 
opinion  and  forward  the  King's  fervke ;  they  were  not  con- 
tending with  regard  to  conditutional  pointSf  whether  this  or 
.that  legiflative  mcafure,  whether  this  or  that  reprefentation  of 
the  people)  was  or  was  not  to  be  adopted ;  they  were  not  then 
debating  what  was  the  beft  form  of  government  for  India  5  nor 
difcufling  what  were  the  merits  of  a  peace  made  twelve  years 
ago ;  but  they  were  confide^ing,  during  the  cxiftence  of  an 
alaiming,  difaftrous,  and  unprovoked  war,  what  was  the  beft 
mode  of  defending  the  liberty,  the  property,  and  fecurity  of 
every  Englilhman,  by   preferving  the  conilitution  from  the 
dangers  and  dcftruflion  with  which  it  was  threatened.     And 
as  they  tendered  their  allegiance,  as  they  tendered  their  fafety, 
as  they  chcrifhed  the  memory  of  their  anceftors,  who  had  de- 
fended that  conftitution^  or  looked  to  the  interefts  of  their 
pofterity,  they  were  bound  to  lay  afide  every  diftin£iion,  to 
remove  every  obftacle,  and  to  unite  the  talentSi  the  charaders, 
integrity,  and  honour,  of  all  honeft  men  who  were  able  to 
ferve  their  country,  upon  which  depended  the  prefent  and 
future  fafety  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  but  of  Europe.     On 
thefe  principles  they  were  united ;  on  thefc  principles  they 
would  ad  J  and  if  their  exertions  fhould  unfortunately  fail, 
and  not  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  they  would  at  leaft  have  the 
confolation  of  being   confcious  that   every  effort  had  been 
made  that  human  wifdom  could  fuggeft ;  and  that  nothing 
had  been  wanting  on  their  part  towards  the  attainment  of  an 
obje£l  to  which  there  was  no  one  among  them  that  would  not 
have  devoted  all   his  faculties,    and,   if  necefiary,  his  life. 
Thefe  were  the  feelings  and  fentiments,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  faid,  which  he  entertained  on  this  fubje£t}  and 
he  was  extremely  obliged  to  the  Hon.  ^lember  for  the  op- 
portunity  he  had  given  him  of  itating  his  fentiments  ex- 
plicitly. ' 

Mr.  Gre\  faid,  he  had  attended  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gen* 
pieman  with  the  moft  fixed  attention,  and  he  had  not  been 
difappointed.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  given  to  the 
queftions  put  by  his  Hon.  Friend,  exactly  that  fort  of  anfwer 
which  he  expefted  to  hear  from  him  j  he  had  treated  the  pre- 
fent diftrefling  fituation  of  our  arms  merely  as  a  temporary 
accident,  which  was  the  effeft  of  the  chance  of  war,  and 
which  the  chande  of  war  might  as  foon  repair.  He  defired 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  however,  ferioufly  to  confidcr 
what  our  condition  at  prefent  was.  Our  fituation  was  dr«fiad- 
ful;  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  moft  ruinous  war  in  which  this 
country  had  cvef  been  engagedj  after'  an  cxpence  of  above 
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twenty  millIons»  and  an  ufelefs  wade  of  blood,  we  were  pre- 
cifcly  juft  where  we  were,  having  loft^  in  the  prefent  cam- 
paign, the  Netherlands,  which  it  had  been  our  boaft  fo  much 
to  have  recovered  during  the  laft ;  and  yet  thefe  were  the 
events  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  chofe  to  dignify  with 
the  epithet  of  accidental.  He  was  perfcftly  ready  to  admit, 
that  the  objeft  of  the  war  had  been  well  ftated  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman;  nor  had  he  any  faulr  to  find  with  it.  In- 
deed, upon  the  flighted  infpeftion,  it  would  be  fouftd,  there 
fcarcely  exifted  any  difference  between  this  objcft,  as  avowed 
on  the  one  fide  by  minifters,  and  charged  againft  them  by  his' 
Hon.  Friend.  Was  it  not  as  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  faid,  to  exter- 
minate the  Jacobin  Government  of  France  ?  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  faid,  No !  His  Hon.  Friend  had  rather  been  fe- 
verely  treated,  becaufe  he  had  ftated  that  extermination  was  the 
objeft  of  minifters ;  but  it  had  been  undefervedly,  for  it  was 
evident,  however  they  differed  in  terms,  in  eflcnce  that  was 
the  objeft  meant.  The  minifter  faid,  it  was  not  the  exter- 
mination, but  the  deftrudion,  of  the  prefent  government  of 
France  that  was  their  objeft.  He  profefled  he  was  totally  at 
a  lofs  to  difcover  where  lay  the  real  and  eflential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  ideas  conveyed  by  thofc  words.  On  the  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities  a  defcription  had  been  given  to  the 
war,  which  Minifters  accufed  Oppofition  of  having  intro- 
duced— it  had  been  termed  Bellum  ufque  ad  internecionem.  It 
was  true  thofe  words  had  been  ufed  by  way  of  reproach  at 
that  period,  by  an  Hon.  Gentleman  who  difplayed  his  abilities 
in  expofing  the  conduQ  of  Adminiftration,but  who  had  fincc 
thought  j)roper  to  join  in  their  meafures,  and  was  to  be  the 
war  minifter.  This  term,  Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  looked  on  as 
moft  ominous ;  for  he  dreaded  that  tne  principles,  as  well  as 
the  expreflion,  would  be  transferred  with  that  Hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Windham)  into  the  councils  of  the  country,  and 
•that  hereafter  fuch  would  be  the  objefts  vainly  attempted  to 
be  purfued. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  ^jfTefted  to  fay,  theii;  objeft 
was  not  to  deftroy,  but  to  reftore ;  he  would  aflc  then,  How 
was  that  objeft  propofed  to  be  atchieved  i  Was  it  by  aflifting 
the  French  againft  each  other  ?  Would  not  two  campaigns. 
Wafted  in  fruitlefs,  ineffeftual,  and  difgraceful  efforts,  con- 
vince us  of  the  fallacy  of  fuch  an  attempt  ?  ^fhe  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman  had  built  much  upon  the  afliftance  we  were  to  receive 
from  the  well-dtfpofed  inhabitants  of  France :  Ho*v  had  that 
turned  out  in  point  of  faft  ?  Were  the  people  of  Toulon  to 
'  be  taken  as  an  example  ?  Did  they  flock  to  otrr  ftandard  when 
we  oflrred  them  a  Government  ^i^cfa  was  ftippofed  to  be 
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mod  congenial  to  their  wiihes  ?   Or  were  the  inhstbitants  of 
the  northern  frontier  to  be  adi^uced  as  inftancea  of  what  might 
be  cxpe£ted  from  the  co-operation  of  the  loyal  French  uritH 
our  armies  ?  In  the  moft  favourable  and  fuccefsful  period   o£ 
our  arms  we  found  no  iuch  inclination  on  their  parts.   Where 
then  did  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  difcover  any  of  thofe  in- 
clinations, which  he  repeatedly  afTuced  the  Houfe  dwelt  io  the 
hearts  of  thoufands,  and  would  immediately  difcover  thezn- 
fi:lves  when  the  opportunity  (hould  prefenc  for  fo  doing  ? 
Nothing  appeared  to  juilify  the  fuppofition ;  yet,  nevertheleisy 
it  was  ftill  declared  in  that  Houfe,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  were  affairs  ten  times  more  difailrous  than  at 
this  moment  they  were,  he  would  perfevere.    If,  in  the  courfe 
of  lad  year's  campaign,  we  were  unable  to  make  any  impref- 
£oa  upon  them*  under  all  the  difadvantages  on  their  part  of  a 
rebellion  raging  in  their  country,  what  was  to  be  hoped  for  at 
prefenr,  when  their  government  had  become  energetic,  their 
relburces  regular,  and  their  armies  were  increafed  in  number 
and  accommodation  ?  Some  of  thofe  minifterial  newfpapers, 
which  were  incefTantly  labouring  to  miflead  and  delude  the 
public  mind|  had  lately  made  \ik  of  this  curious  argumenti  to 
reconcile  us  to  our  prefent  misfortunes,  that  now  that  all 
danger  from  without  was  likely  to  ceafe,  in  confequence  of  the 
combined  armies  of  the  allies  falling  back,  the  French  would 
fet  about  cutting  their  own  throats,  and  their  government 
muft  of  courfe  crumble  to  pieces  by  internal  divifions.    Happy 

ErofpeA  this,  where  defeat  was  victory,  and  where  the  only 
ope  of  advantage  muft  be  derived  from  a  continuance  of  lofs 
and  difappointment !  How  much  longer  were  we  to  perfift  in 
fuch  abfurdity  I  What  greater  and  more  difaftrous  loffes  »vcrc 
we  to  endure,  before  we  could  be  induced  to  relinauifh  an 
obje£t  fo  unattainable  I  What  waftc  of  blood  and  treaiure  was 
this  miferable  country  fated  to  continue  to  deplore>  ere  we 
Ihould  be  induced  to  acknowledge  that  Republic,  which,  he 
openly  and  boldly  avowed  it  his  opinion  to  be,  we  (hould 
Iboner  or  later  be  obliged  to  recognize* 

The  Right  Hon*  Gentleman,  Mr,  Grey  obferved,  looked 
as  though  he  was  furprifed  at  this  aflertion  ;  he  would  there- 
fore  again  fay,  that  he  believed,  and  experience  juftificd  the 
conclufion,  that  we  fiiould  be  compelled  to  negotiate  with 
that  Jacobin  Government  we  at  prefent  perfifted  in  attempts 
to  deftroy.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  prefent  were 
not  the  only  or  firft  miniftry  who  had  held  the  fame  lofty  Ian- 
guage,  and  had  been  obliged  to  recant  it.  In  the  American 
war,  the  Adminiftration  of  that  day  had  equally  affe£led  to 
defpifc  and  deny  th(|  &ewlj-crc£led  government ;  and  fuch, 

he 
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he  doubted  not,  would  be  the  event  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
conteft,  in  the  end  of  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  treat 
with  thofe  very  perfons  they  had  fo  much  undervalued*  In 
the  eafe  of  America,  that  fame  Congrefs  which  had  been  held 
out  as  traitors  and  rebels,  were  at  laft  admitted  to  be^  what 
they  termed  themfclve*,  the  legal  reprcfeotaiivcs  of  a  free 
people.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  he  and  his  friends  had  re- 
peatedly endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Houfe,  though  ineSec* 
tually,  to  adopt  the  fame  mode  of  negotiation. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  afked.  Shall  we  treat  in  the  prefent 
moment  ?  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  affirmed  it  would 
be  pufillanimity  to  fue  for  peace.  He  meant  no  fuch  thing  as 
fuing  to  the  French,  or  any  other  people  in  the  world.  He 
wiihed  for  peace,  but  wiOied  for  it  upon  lio  other  terms  than 
fuch  as  were  confident  with  the  honour  and  dignify,  equally 
with  the  intereils  of  the  nation.  He  had,  therefore,  no  hefi- 
tation  to  repeat  his  propofition,  and  once  more  earneilly  ex- 
hort the  Houfe,  to  do  that  in  the  prefent  inftance  which  they 
would  be  bound  to  do  in  the  end — acknowledge  the  Republic 
upon  terms  reciprocal,  fair  and  honourable  to  both  countries. 
Such  a  propofition  he  had  made  at  the  breaking  out  of  hoilili- 
ties,  bad  repeated  it  during  their  progrefs,  and  now  moft  fe- 
rioufly  and  eameftly  prefled  it  again  for  their  confideration 
and  acceptance.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  avowed  him- 
felf  to  be  of  an  opinion  diametrically  oppofite.  However 
forry  he  might  be  for  this  in  other  refpeds,  in  one  fenfe  he 
was  pleafed  at  his  explicit  and  declared  determination  to  perfift 
in  his  plan  of  hoftility ;  he  hoped  and  trufted  it  would  roufc 
the  country  to  an  interference  fo  neceffary  for  their  falvation. 
He  had  no  doubt,  but  that  numbers,  judging  from  the  pad 
readinefs  with  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  rclin* 
quiflied  former  aflertionsj  had  indulged  the  hope  he  would 
have  done  fo  on  the  prefent  occaGon,  and  lefting  on  that  hope 
they  had  hitherto  acquiefced ',  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's 
^ondu6i  on  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  effedually  extin* 
guiflied  fuch  hope,  and  he  trufted  the  people  would  a£t  ac* 
cordingly. 

The  next  point  to  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
adverted,  Mr.  Grey  remarked,  was  the  Pruffian  treaty,  and 
the  condu£l  of  the  Pruilian  troops  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  prefent 
campaign.  Upon  this,  as  upon  former  occafions  of  a  like 
nature,  he  had  availed  himfelf  of  the  ftale  trick,  ftate  fecrets! 
Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  he  could  not  help  obferving,  a  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Windham),  who  had  vacated  his  feat, 
had,  upon  a  former  occaAon,  fo  fuccefsfully  and  ably  com- 
JRated  and  expofed  the  fallacy  of  f^ch  a  defence,  that  his 
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ai&ftance  that  day  would  have  been  highly  ufeful.    The  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  affeAed  to  fay  he  could  not  explain  why  die 
troops  pifomifed  under  the  Pruflian  treaty  had  never  made 
their  appearance.     The  motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend  went  not 
to  invcftr^te  into  caufes  or  ^tk€t^  but  merelv  to  afcertain  a 
matter  of  faft^  namely,  whether  the  money  nad  been  paid, 
and  whether  the  troops  ftipulated  for  were  employed  ?  This 
was  to  be  anfwered  with  the  word  which  poffefled  &ch  a 
charm  in  it — fccret !  He  was  ready  to  admit,  indeed,  that  the 
wliole  was  a  fccret — a  fecret  why  the  treaty  was  entered  into 
at  all — z  fecret  why  fuch  an  enormous  fum  of  money  was 
granted — and  a  fecret  where  the  troops  fo  paid  for  were  to  be 
found.     What  part  of  the  treaty  then  had  the  King  of  Pruffia 
^  fulfilled  on  his  part  ?   None  that  we  knew  of ;  but  we  did 
know  the  difafters  that  had  happened  to  us  from  his  nonr 
performance ;  all  the  reft  was  enveloped  in  the  myilery  of  ftate 
fecrecy ;  and  the  only  thing  that  was  not  a  fecret  was,  that 
the  King  of  Prufiia  had  received  a  confiderabie  part  of  the 
money. 

The  third  point  alluded  to  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
was,  our  fituation  with  America.  Upon  which  he  was  again 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  his  old  excufe-»ftate  fecrecy* 
The  motion,  with  regard  to  this  part  of  it,  Mr.  Grey  faid, 
had  only  been  ofiered,  in  order  to  afford  Parliament  an  oppor- 
tunity of  preventing  that  war,  which  the  obftinacy  of  'Admlni- 
ftration  would,  in  all  probability,  give  them  caafe  to  repent 
of  hereafter. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  charged  thofe  Gentleraea 
with  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habits  of  a£ling,  with  having 
continually  oppofed  the  meafures  adopted  as  neceffary  for  the 
conduct  of  the  war.     He  for  one,  Mr.  Grey  declared,  was 
ready  to  avow  the  whole  of  his  condu£l  upon  that  fubjed  s 
and  could  not  fairly  be  accufed  of  throwing  impediments  in 
the  way  of  Government ;  on  the  contrary,  his  condu£i,  and 
that  of  thofe  with  whom  he  afted,  had  been,  during  the  war, 
founded  upon  truly  conftitutional  principles,  unlets  it  were 
]aid  down  as  a  fundamental  propofition,  that  the  moment 
minifters  chofe  to  plunge  the  nation  into  the  miferies  of  war, 
all  oppofition  to  their  meafures  and  fchemes  muft  become  un* 
conftitutional.     Was  this  charge  againft  what  was  termed  the 
Oppofition  well  founded  ?  In  the  firft  place,  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  propofition  for  increafing  the  internal  force  of  the  king- 
dom, did  they  oppofe  the  meafure  itfelf  ?  On  the  contrary, 
did  they  not  endeavour  to  promote  the  arming  ?  Their  only 
wifh  was  to  render  the  mode  conftitutional,  by  legalizincr> 
with  the  fan£tion  of  Parliament,  thofe  fubfcriptione,  whicft, 
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without  fuch  previous  confcnt,  they  contended  were  pcrfcftly 
illegal  and  unconditutional.  In  the  next  place,  did  they  op^ 
pofe  the  grant  of  the  fupplies  ?  If  they  oppofed  the  PruiGaa 
lubfidyi  they  were  ready  to  grant  the  fame  fum  to  be  applied 
to  other  purpofes.  It  was  the  application  of  the  money  in 
that  particular  way  which  they  oppofed,  becaufe  they  con- 
fidered  it  as  an  immenfe  fum>  difpofed  of  for  very  inadequate 
purpofes.  Whether  they  were  right  or  wrong  in  fo  confider- 
ing  it,  let  the  event  declare.  What  was  done  upon  the  Emi* 
grant  Force  Bill  too ;  a  meafure  fo  highly  vaunted  of  at  the 
time  of  its  propofal,  or  what  force  was  raifed  of  thofe  five 
hundred  thoufand  men,  which  were  to  flock  to  oar  ftandard 
the  moment  the  meafure  was  adopted?  Upon  all  thefe 
grounds,  therefore,  of  oppoGtion,  inftead  of  reproach,  they 
had  a  claim  to  praife  for  their  forefight,  and  he  confefled 
himfelf  proud  in  the  part  he  had  taken  upon  the  fereral  oc- 
cafions. 

The  laft  topic  treated  on  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman^ 
was  the  connexion  recently  formed  between  him  and  fome 
political  charaders  who  had  heretofore  been  hoftile  to  every 
meafure  of  his  adminiftration.  Upon  this  topic,  Mr.  Grey 
declared  he  had  little  to  fay.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentlemaa 
had  laboured  to  ftate  reafons  for  their  having  paiTed  over  many 
points  of  difference  which  had  hitherto  exilled  between  them  ; 
but  he  had  ftudioufly  avoided  the  grand  point  which  had  been 
deemed,  and  lone  fince  declared  to  be  the  infurmountable  ob- 
ftacle  to  a  coalition,  namely,  the  exigence  of  an  Adminiftra- 
tion,  which,  both  by  its  commencement  and  continuance,  waa 
held  to  be  equally  difgraceful  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution  i  and  which  could  not  be  for* 
given,  without  full  and  ample  atonement  firft  made  for  its 
pad  mifcondufl.  With  thole  who  had  avowed  that  opinion^ 
and  had  hitherto  zGttd  upon  it,  was  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle* 
man  at  lad  conne£ted,  without  any  fuch  atonement  having^. ' 
been  infifted  on  or  made.  He  profefTed  himfelf  to  be  equally 
glad  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  that,  the  difcufBon  of 
the  prefent  evening  had  taken  place,  as  it  had  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  of  dating  his  fentiments  to  the  country  at  large, 
on  which  he  would  leave  them  to  make  their  own  comment 
Mr.  Grey  concluded  with  declaring,  that,  at  all  events,  he 
prayed  to  God,  that  this  country  might  not  radically  fuffer  by 
an  event  which  he  could  not  out  deem  moil  difa(trou9  and 
ominous  to  her  future  falvation. 

Mr,  Sheridan  rofe  to  make  fome  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  declared,  he  was  forry  to 
find  that  the  fpeech  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  confirmed- 
Vol.  IV.  3  F  the 
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the  opinion  he  had  always  entertained  of  himi  viz.  that  he  was 
a  minifter  who  could  not  be  improved  by  experience,  and  who 
could  not  be  cured  of  his  ralhnefs  by  the  long  train  of  cala« 
mitous  events  which  his  precipitancy  or  his  imbecility  had 
brought  upon  the  country.  He  was  extremely  happy  that  this 
debate  had  taken  place,  becaufe.  if  no  other  advantage  was 
gained  by  it,  at  leaft  this  one  had  been  obtained,  that  minifters 
had  taken  care  that  the  Public  (hould  not  be  deluded  by  any 
fallacious  hopes  of  a  change  of  meafures,  by  declaring  them* 
felves  more  than  ever  wedded  to  their  de(lru£tive  and  viflon- 
ary  fyftem  of  exterminating  the  French  Jacobins.  In  thus 
pledgmg  themfelves  to  thefe  ruinous  meafurcs^  minifters 
feemed  cither  really  or  aiFe£ledly  to  be  ignorant  of  the  total 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  opinions  of  the  peoj^e 
of  this  country  refpedling  the  war  in  Flanders.  A  change 
more  fudden  and  more  univerfal,  he  believed,  had  never  before 
taken  place  in  the  popular  opinions  of  any  country.  That 
very  obje£l,  viz.  the  conqueft  of  France,  which  fome  time  fincc 
the  fanguine  difpofition  of  the  people,  together  with  the  delu- 
fions  pra£tifed  upon  them,  led  them  to  look  to  as  certain,  was 
now  treated  as  chimerical  and  abfurd  in  the  extreme  ;  refift- 
ance  abroad,  and  want  of  confidence  at  home,  were  trifling 
diificulties,  when  oppofed  to  the  irrefiftiblc  fpirit  of  crufadc 
which  poflefTed  his  Majefty's  minifters.  He  lamented  how* 
ever  their  determination. 

Had  not  the  experience  of  two  campaigns  (hewn  them  the 
impra£licabi]ity  of  the  attempt  ?  Would  not  the  difgraces  and 
dilafters  we  had  fufFered  within  the  lail  fix  weeks,  convince 
evcrv  man  of  the  dangerous  fituation  into  which  the  country 
had  been  plunged  by  the  ra(h  meafures  of  Adminiftration  pro- 
ceeding on  this  principle,  that  we  had  no  fecurity  for  peace  in 
treating  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  which  in 
h&  was  the  only  Government  that  had  kept  its  faith,  as  he  had 
(hewn  in  his  former  fpeech  ?  in  which  he  had  alfo  put  diftinct 
queftions  as  to  the  very  different  conduft  of  our  allies,  but 
had  received  no  fatisfa£lory  anfwer.  He  would  again  aik, 
Whether  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  not  bafely  violated  his  en- 
gagements to  this  country  ?  Was  it  not  the  faft,  that,  inftead 
of  fending  the  troops  for  which  he  had  been  paid  by  us,  and 
which  were  to  have  co-operated  with  tlie  Britifli  in  Flanders, 
he  kept  aloof,  furaiflied  no  troops,  and  that  in  confcquence  of 
his  breach  of  faith,  our  own  troops  had  been  expofed  to  a  fitu- 
ation in  which  their  valour  was  unavailing  ?  Was  it  not  notori- 
ous that  the  King  of  Pruifiahad  employed  his  forces  in  the  de- 
teftable  occupation  of  plundering  and  murdering  the  diftrefled 
Poles,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who  had 

likcwife 
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Hkewife  f^iilcd  in  performing  her  engagements  ?  At  the  time 
that  the  Britilh  fleet,  with  inferior  force,  for  which  minifters 
dcfetved  reprobation,  were  glorioufly  combating  that  of  the 
enemy,  had  not  the  Spaniards  refufed  to  fend  out  a  fleet  to 
capture,  br  even  to  make  the  attempt  on  the  Arxierican  fleet, 
which  the  French  regarded  as  their  grand  refource,  and  the 
failing  of  which  for  France  had  been  known  almoft  a  year  ? 
Was  it  not  true  that  the  Dutch  had  not  a  (ingle  (hip  of  the 
line  at  fea  to  aflift  us  ?  Had  not  the  Emperor  failed  in  his  en- 
gagement of  keeping  up  the  number  ot  troops  he  promifed, 
and  had  not  the  King  of  Sardinia  been  deficienc  in  that  refpe£l 
likewife  ?  Thus  it  was  evident,  that  the  French  government 
was  the  only  one  that  appeared  to  have  no  privilege  to  break 
its  faith,  which  all  the  allies  had  done  as  they  found  occafion. 

It  appeared  to  him,  that  minifters  had  a  patent  for  misdating 
fa£ls :  With  refpcft  to  what  had  happened  i«  Flanders,  and  the 
prefent  ftate  of  that  country,  it  was  curious  to  obferve  of  how 
little  value  the  prefervation  of  Flanders  was  at  prefent  confidered 
by  theRightHon .  Gentleman :  How  muft  his  mind  have  changed 
upon  the  fubje£l,  and  how  different  muft  his  opinions  have 
been  fince  laft  year,  when  the  pofTeffion  of  that  country,  and 
beating  the  French  out  of  it,  was  announced  with  all  the  pomp 
and  lofty  eloquence  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  al- 
ways at  command,  as  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  fucceflles,  and 
nioft  fortunate  events,  that  had  crowned  the  operations  of  a 
fuccefsful  campaign  ?  The  French  having  recently  beaten  us 
entirely  out  of  that  country,  the  Houfe  was  told  by  the  fame 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  this  great  difafter  was  nothing  but 
a  temporary  difcomfiture  or  check  ;  fo  trivial,  that  it  was  not 
worth  while  to  dwell  upon  it.  When  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman talked  in  that  way,  what  was  it  that  he  would  allow  to 
be  difaftrous,  or  what  misfortune  could  happen  that  he  would 
not  treat  with  the  fame  indifference  and  contempt }  The  King 
of  PrufTia  was  faid  to  be  off  entirely :  What  if  the  Emperor  was 
likewife  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  war?  What  if  the 
Dutch  were  to  conclude  a  feparate  peace  with  France  ?  All 
thefe,  to  the  bold  and  undaunted  mind  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
leman,  would  prove  but  temporary  and  trivial  checks,  unwor- 
thy of  his  consideration,  and  not  of  a  nattire  that  could  make 
him  relinquifli  his  favourite  objeft,  and  the  continuance  of  a 
war,  which  already  h^d  produced  fo  much  cxpence  of  blood 
and  treafure. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  had 
fo  particularly  alluded  to  his  Parliamentary  condud,  and  the 
oppofition  wnich  he  had  faid  he  always  gave  to  the  meafures 
of  Government,  that  he  thanked  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 

3  F  2  for 
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for  afibrding  him  that  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  charge^ 
which  he  had  been  pleated  to  bring  againil  him.  He  had  no 
hefitation  in  denying  the  faft,  and  he  defircd  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  to  point  out  an  inftance  of  his  oppofing  any  mca- 
fure  of  Government  which  was  aftually  neceflary,  o^  had  ob- 
tained the  fan£tion  and  approbation  of  Parliament.  He  might 
alk  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  if  he  had  ever  oppofed  the 
fupplies  for  carrying  into  execution  the  neceflary  operations 
which  had  been  approved  by  Parliament.  Tho  fyitem  and 
obje£^  of  the  war,  and  the  condu£^  in  carrying  it  on,  he  had 
uniformly  oppofed,  becaufehe  faw  that  the  war  itfelf  was  ab- 
furd,  erroneous,  and  deftruftive  to  the  country,  and  its  condu£k 
highly  impolitic  and  injurious ;  upon  all  occafions  where  he 
had  oppofed,  he  had  fairly  and  candidly  ftated  his  reafons  for 
oppofition,  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  chofen  to 
glofs  over  that  day  by  a  general  charge  of  his  having  oppofed 
every  meafure  fuggefted  by  Government  j  a  charge  which 
was  by  no  means  true,  or  capable  of  being  fubdantiated  by 
proof. 

It  was  rather  unfortunate,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  for  the  Right 
IJon.  Gentleman's  attack  upon  his  conduft  refpecling  the 
PrulTian  fubfidiary  treaty,  that  he  had  oppofed  it  on  the  ground 
that  no  dependence  could  be  placed  on  his  Pruflian  Majefty, 
arid  that  he  had  warned  minifters  of  the  probability  ot  the 
troops  bargained  for  being  employed  againfl  the  Poles,  inftead 
of  the  French  -,  he  had  however  voted  for  the  money  being 
raifed  ;  his  only  objeftion  was  to  the  mode  of  application  and 
expenditure,  and  the  event  juftified  his  conduct,,  as  it  had 
proved  that  he  and  his  friends  had  been  right  in  their  appre- 
henfions  that  the  propofed  objeft  would  not  be  anfwcred  by 
it.  The  terms  of  the  treaty  with  his  PrulTian  Majefty  were, 
that  by  the  24th  of  May  laft  his  troops  were  to  havebeen  at  the 
place  of  their  deftination  to  co-operate  with  the  Briti(h  :  This 
place  muft  of  courfe  be  Flanders.  Where  were  thofe  Pruf- 
lians  ?  that  was-  a  State  fecret.  How  had  they  been  em- 
ployed, and  where  were  they  now  ?  That  was  an  impenetrable 
fecret.  What  part  of  the  treaty  then  had  the  King  of  PrulFia 
fulfilled  on  his  part  ?  None  that  we  knew  of ;  but  we  did  know 
the  difafters  thait  had  happened  to  us  from  his  non-perform- 
'  ance  \  all  the  reft  was  enveloped  in  the  myftery  of  State  fecrecy, 
and  the  only  thing  that  is  not  a  fecret,  is,  that  he  has  received  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  money.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  he  had 
always  oppofed  the  doftrine  of  placing  confidence  in  minifters ; 
and,  on  a  former  occafion,  he  had  been  fupported  in  his  opinion 
by  Mr.  Windham,  whofe  abfence  he  regretted  on  that  day,  as  he 
iliould  have  expcded  his  coincidence  as  formerly,  .n  this  import- 
ant 
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ant  point,  that  no  minifter  had  a  right  to  infer,  that  there  exifted 
a  fpirit  of  difafFeftion  in  thofe  who  would  not  give  implicit 
confidence  to  Government  in  all  the  means  which  they  chofc 
to  adopt  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  their  meafurcs  into  cffcCti 
With  regard  to  the  projcft  of  calling  for  voluntary  fubfcrip- 
tlons,  his  oppofition  to  it  had  alfo  been  given  on  conilitutional 
grounds  5  he  had  exprcfsly  faid  that  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the 
mcafure  itfelf,  when  it  ihould  have  received  the  {an£lion  of 
Parliament.      The  French   Emigrant   Bill  ^  he    had  oppofed, 
becaufe    he'  difapproved   the   principle,  and  on  the  ground 
of  its  impra£licability,  for  he  could  not  think  it  pofl^ble  for 
minifters  to  fend  into  France  thofe  unfortunate  men,   who 
were,  certain  of  being  executed  if  taken  by  their   country- 
men*,   and  it  appeared   that,  notwithftanding  the   pompous 
declaration  of  the  Sccretaiy  of  State  (Mr.  Dundas),  that  he 
cxpefted  five  hundred  thouuind  emigrants  would  be  embodied 
—one  hundred  were  not  in  arms.  With  regard  to  the  objcd  of 
the  war,  he  was  extremely  happy  that  he  had  brought  on  this 
difcuflion,  becaufe  it  had  drawn  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man an  explicit  declaration  of  his  precife  views  ;  how  fatisf.ic- 
tory  and  gratifying  that  dechitatlon  might  be  to  the  country,  was 
another  queftion.    The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  that  night 
made  ufc  of  a  new  term,  and  he  was  willing  to  give  him  the  full 
benefit  of  the  diftinftion  ;  he  had  faid  the  war  was  not  for  the 
extermination,  but  the  dellruftion  of  the  Jacobin  fyftem,  and 
that  there  could  be  no  peace  till  that  took  place.  This  held  out  a 
very  great  comfort  and  confolation  to  thofe  friends  to  their  coun- 
try, and  the  people  at  large,  who  wiQied  to  fee  the  bleffings  of 
peace  reftored,  by  telling  them  it  was  not  within  the  power  of 
poflibility,  nor  need  they  expeft  to  be  relieved  from  the  horrors 
of  war,  till  his  favourite  fcheme  of  deftruftion  had  been  ef- 
fefted.     He  trufted,  however,  that  when  the  Gentlemen  who 
were  coming  into  Adminiftration,  (hould  have  confidered  the 
ftate  of  refponfibility  in  which  they  were  to  (land,  they  would 
relax  fbmewhat  with  regard  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  declared,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
war  ought  to  ue  carried.     It  had  not  appeared  that  the  French 
had  allted  us  to  interfere  in  their  concerns ;  as  they  fcemed 
well  fatisfied  with  their  prefent  government,  we  had  no  right 
to  interfere  with  it.     He  larnented  the  derelidion  of  principle 
in  thofe  who  had  uniformly  declared  that  they  could  not  aft 
with  the  prefent  Adminiltration,  on  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  come  into  office,  in  contempt  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  the  meafures  they  aftervirards  purfued.    As  tl)c 
day  of  account  mud  at  length  arrive,  he  hoped  thefe  Gentlemen, 
forjLhcir  own  fakes,  would  confider  the  perilous  fituation  in 

which 
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which  they  ftood  in  uniting  them felves  with  the  prefenrmi- 
nifter,  and  adopt  timely  meafurcs  for  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
before  it  fliould  be  too  late,  while  we  poflefTed  the  means  of 
making  it  on  equitable  terms.  His  own  objeft,  Mr.  Sheri* 
cfan  fcrupled  not  to  avow,  was  unequivocally  to  acknowledge 
the  French  republic. 

He  concurred  perfcftly  in  opinion  with  his  Hon.  Fi  icnd  (Mr, 
Grey)  that  we  (hould  be  compeUedto  do  what  we  hadbeeti 
compelled  to  do  in  the  cafe  of  the  American  war.  It  was  then 
objetled  that  we  could  not  treat  with  the  infamous  Congrefs, 
but  eventually  we  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  that  humiliation.  It 
was  at  prefcnt  faid  we  could  not  treat  with  the  Government  of 
France,  which  yet  we  muft  certainly  do  in  the  end,  for  it  Coul4 
not  be  fuppofed  that  we  were  to  carry  on  war  while  ther^  waa 
a  man  or  a  guinea  in  the  country. 

T)ie  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  objcfted  to  his  ufing  the 
word  defpot  as  one  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  French  Con^ 
vention ;  but  no  infmuation  of  that  kind  fliouldi  have  any 
cfFe£l  on  him  :  If  by  the  word  Monarch  was  meant  the  firft 
magiftrate  of  any  well-governed  ilate,  he  would  not  apply  it 
to  the  defpot  of  Pctcrfburgh,  or  the  defpot  of  Berlin^  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fuch  atrocious  breach  of  faith,  fuch  plunder  and 
murder  in  Poland  5  in  fpeaking  of  fuch  nefarious  actions,  hp 
could  not  be  nice  in  the  felediion  of  his  words.  The  Hon, 
Gentleman  had  ftyled  thofe  whom  he  called  Defpots  the  r^g^tf- 
/tfr^w^/of  Europe  ;  a  very  proper  name  certainly  for  thofe 
who  had  fo  regularly  broken  every  engagement  they  entered 
into,  and  with  none  of  which  it  was  poilible  to  preferve  good 
faith.  Thefe  were  the  powers  with  whom  we  were  to  make 
alliances,  as  if  on  purpofe  that  they  might  be  broken ;  and 
France,  the  only  regular  power  that  we  knew  of,  we  were  told^ 
it  was  impoilible  to  treat  with.  Having  already  fhewn  the 
pretenfions  which  the  defpots  had  to  be  called  regular  powers^ 
he  thought  it  was  eafy  to  (hew  that  France  had  at  lead  been 
confident  in  her  threats  and  promifes ;  we  had  felt  that  all  (he 
had  faid  or  promifed  to  do  againft  her  enemies  Oie  had  done^ 
and  all  that  we  and  our  allies  had  promifed  to  one  anothei: 
MMS  ftill  undone.  He  rejoiced,  that  the  Public  at  large  would^ 
by  that  day's  debate,  have  ajuft  view  of  the  grounds  and  ftatQ 
of  the  war.  He  had  no  doubt  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  woul4 
perfift  in  his  opinions  and  meafures  ;  the  proceedings  of  that 
day  evinced  his  ufual  obftinacy.  Indeed  he  (hould  not  expeft 
him  to  retraft  ;  he  knew  ^Vell  the  loftinefs  of  his  tones,  even 
when  manifeftly  wrong,  and  his  diflike  to  make  apology  for 
the  abfurdity  of  his  conduft ;  it  was  inconfiftent  with  his  nar 
tare  \  his  temper  flrewed  in  all  cafes  how  unfit  a  pcrfon  he 

would 
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would  be  for  a  garrifon,  becaufe  it  would  be  impofliblc  to  keep 
him  within  the  ramparts.  The  day  would  however  foon  come 
when  his  condu£l  and  his  views  would  appear  ro  the  country 
to  have  been  equally  difgraceful,  refulting  from  a  degree  of 
vanity  and  rafhnefs,  bordering,  in  his  opinion,  upon  infant ty. 
And  with  regard  to  the  war  itfelf,  he  contended,  that  four- 
fifths  of  that  Houfe  had  changed  their  opinion,  and  ninety- 
uine  out  of  an  hundred  of  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  M.  Robinfon  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
Upon  which  the  queftion  was  put,  and  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  as  the  minider  had  refufed  to  give 
any  account  of  the  Pruffian  troops,  how  or  where  they  were 
employed,  or  whether  Pruflia  had  received  any  part  of  the 
fubfidy  or  not,  he  thought  it  unneccflary  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
with  any  further  motion. 

CAPTAINS  HARVEY  AND  HUTT. 

^e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  That  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
order  two  monuments  to  be  ereded,  in  the  collegiate  church 
of  Weftminfter,  to  the  memory  of  Captain  Harvey  and  Captain 
Hutt,  who  died  of  the  wounds  they  received,  in  exerting  their 
bravery  and  (kill  on  the  firft  of  June,  v/hen  a  glorious  vidlory 
had  been  obtained  over  the  French  at  fca  by  the  fleet  com- 
manded by  the  gallant  Earl  Howe ;  a  motion  in  which  he  did 
not  doubt  but  he  (hould  meet  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  motion  was  carried  nem.  con. 

The  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by  fuch  Members 
as  were  of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
.    Friday,  July  11. 

A  few  minutes  before  three  o'clock,  there  being  fcveral 
Peers  in  their  robes  in  the  Houfe, 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  it  was  exceedingly  unpleafant 
to  him  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ro  a  lubjett  that  might 
not  be  agreeable  to  fomc  of  their  Lordfliips,  but  the  imprc- 

Eriety,  if  any  there  was,  did  not  commence  with  him.  Their 
.ordfliips  would  recolLeft,  that  a  few  days  fince  a  Noble 
Friend  of  his  (the  Duke  of  Norfolk)  gave  notice  that  he  (hould 
on  that  day  bring  forward  a  motion  on  a  very  imporant  fubjert. 
The  Noble  Duke  was  then  in  his  plac:,  ready  to  make  that 
motion;  and,  confidering  the  panicuiUi  ^iiuaticn  of  the  afFairs 

cf 
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of  the  country,  confidcring  that  pcrfons  of  very  different  and 
oppofite  chara£lers  had  lately  united  to  a{Git  the  Executive 
Government,  by  the  wifdom  of  their  counfelS)  and  by  all  their 
efforts,  it  became,  on  that  account,  as  well  as  for  various 
other  important  rcafons,  highly  ncceffary  that  their  Lordfliips 
Ihould  hear  the  propofition  which  the  Noble  Duke  had  to  fub- 
mit  to  them.  The  Noble  and  Learned  Lord,  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  be  on  the  Woolfack,  was  not,  however,  in  the  Houfe. 
That  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  had,  when  the  notice  was 
given,  conveyed  to  the  Noble  Duke  an  affurance,  that  he 
fliould  be  attended  to  this  day.  His  abfence  was  a  proof  of 
what  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  intended  on  that  occafion. 
He  would  not  have  riven  the  Noble  Duke  that  affurance  then, 
and  abfenced  himfelf  now,  if  he  had  not  intended  it  to  ?nfwer 
a  particular  purpofe ;  and  to  make  it  impoffible  for  him  to 
bring  forward  his  propofition  before  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued. This  was  a  trick  which  would  have  been  difgraceful 
to  a  much  lower  chara£^er  than  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land. As  it  was  their  Lordfbips'  duty,  in  his  opinion,  to  pro- 
ceed to  bufinefs,  notwithftanding  this  attempt  to  prevent  it,  he 
Ihould  do  the  only  thing  he  could,  to  put  their  Lordfliips  in  a 
fituation  to  do  fo  \  "  and  therefore,"  faid  the  Noble  Earl,  *^  I 
**  now  move.  That  your  Lordfliips  do  proceed  to  ele£la 
«  Speaker." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  came  in  foon  after,  and  prayers  being 
over, 

The  Duhe  of  Norfolk  faid,  that  as  there  could  not  then  be 
time  for  debating  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  he 
ihould  decline  giving  their  Lordfliips  any  trouble  upon  the 
fubjeft. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rofe,  smd  was  again  proceeding  to 
comment  upon  the  conduft  of  the  Itord  Chancellor,  when  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  King's  arrival  being  announced. 

His  Majclly  came  in  Hate  to  the  Houfe  5  and  being  feated 
on  the  throne,  and  the  Commons  attending  afthe  bar(incon- 
fequence  of  a  meHliire  carried  to  them  by  Sir  Francis  Moly- 
iieux,  Gentleman  Ufhcr  of  the  Black  Rod),  delivered  the  fci- 
lowin;;  molt  gracious  Speech : 

«*  Mi  LorJs  anJ  Gevtlemen^ 
«*  The  itatc  of  j>ubi'c  bufinefs  enables  me  now  to  clofc  this  (eflion  of  Par- 
lian  cnt ;  in  doing  v^  hlch  I  have  again  to  ?.cknowledge  thataiTKiuity  and  zeal 
tu'  ilic  initivfts  of  my  people,  of  which  you  had  before  given  me  fomany 
proots,  and  which  have  btcn  fo  particularly  raanifeftcd  in  the  prefent 
year. 

•'  I  am  i.cr'uadcd  th^t  you  enteitain  too  juft  a  fenfe  of  the  nature  and  iro^ 
pojiancc  cf  rhc  ccn:cii  in  which  we  :»rf  engaged  to  fuffer  your  real  to  be 

abated. 
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htLtcd,  or  your  perfeverance  ihaken>  by  the  rectnt  fucceffes  of  the  enemy  lA 
the  Netherlands. 

"  In  a  monjent  which  ib  ftrongly  calls  for  therfry  and  vigour,  it  is  pecvli* 
arly  gratifying  to  me  to  rcfleft  on  the  unilorm  flcill  aiid  bravery  of  my  fleets 
and  armies ;  the  undaunted  fpirlt  and  unwearied  exertions  of  my  officers  and 
troops  in  every  fituation  j  and  the  general  public  fpiiit  of  my  peaple,  which 
have  never  at  any  period  been  mort  confpicuoiis. 

<«  I  have  obfervcd,  with  the  hrgheft  fatisfaftion,  the  rapid  and  valuable 
\acquifitions  made  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  the  fuceefsfiil  operations 
which  have  been  carried  on  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  brilliant  and  de- 
fcifive  victory  obtained  by  my  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Earl  Howe,  an 
ievent  which  muft  ever  be  remembered  as  bne  of  the  melt  glorious  in  the 
taaval  hiftory  of  this  country^ 

«  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  <f  CmmonSf 
*^  I  returh  you  my  warroeft  thanks  for  the  cheerflilnefs  and  liberality 
with  which  you  hare  granted  the  large  fupplies  which  were  neceffary  for  the 
ferylce  of  the  year,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  caufe  equally  important  t^ 
I  the  fccUrity  and  happinefs  of  every  clafs  of  my  fubjcfts* 

'<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  palrtictilarly  to  acknowledge  yoilr  dilig^ce 
in  the  inveftigation  of  the  defigns  which  had  been  formed  againfl  the 
govtrnment  and  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms,  aiid  to  thniik  you  for  the 
confidence  you  have  rep<  fed  in  me  on  this  occafion.  tt  Will  be  a  principal 
object  of  my  -attention  to  make  a  vigorous  and  prudent  ufe  of  the  additional 
powers  veiled  in  me  for  the  prote6lion  and  fecurity  of  my  people  5  and  rely- 
ing, as  I  do,  with  theutmofl  confidence^  on  the  uniform  loyalty  and  public 
fpirit  of  the  great  body  of  my  fubjeCls,  I  have  ho  doubt  of  fpeedily  and  effec- 
tually repr effing  every  attempt  to  diflurb  the  public  peaces  and  of  defeating 
the  wicked  defigns  which  have  been  in  agitation; 
^  **  Itmufl  not,  however,  be  forgotten,  that  thfcfe  defigns  againfl  otirdo- 

.  medic  happinefs  are  effentially  conne^ed  with  the  fyilem  now  prevailing  in 

France,  of  which  the  prineiples  and  fpirit  are  irreconcikably  hoflile  to  all 
regular  and  ef^abli/hed  gpvcrhment  j  and  that  we  are  therefore  calltd  upon^ 
by  every  confideration  of  our  own  internal  fafety,  to  continue  oiir  efforts  in 
'  eonjunftion  with  my  allies,  and  to  perfeVere,  with  increafed  vigour  and 
exertion,  in  a  conteft,  from  the  fuccefsful  termination  of  which  we  can  alone 
expe6l  toeftablifh,  on  a  folid  and  permanent  f  lUndation,  the  fliture  fecu- 
rity and  tranquillity  either  of  this  coimtry,  or  of  the  other  nations  of 
Europe/* 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  cJommand,  fald, 

*'  Mj  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
<*  his  bis  Myjefifs  royal  auill  and  pled/ure,  that  this  Parliament  he  pro- 
i  rogued  to  Tuefday,  tbe  i^th  day  of  Auguft  next,  to  be  tben  here  bolden  5  and 

ibis  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  ^Tuejday,  tbe  i^tb  dny  of  Augi^ 
nextr 


END  OF  THE  FOURTH  SESSION  O*"  THE  SEVENTEENTH 
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Agreeably  to  our  Promi/e^  we  lay  before  the  Reader  M 
further  Account  of  the  Speech  of  Lord  Hawkz^vky ^ 
on  tie  ^d  of  April  laft,  on  the 

NAVIGATION  LAWS. 

Lcr J  Hawir/hur J  hzy'ing  opened  bU  fpeech  on  this  inter* 
efting  fubje£k  (as  ftatcd  in  our  firft  report  of  it,  vol.  iii. 
page  I5.)f  with  fome  general  obfervations  on  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  iyftem  of  thofe  bwsr  under  which  our 
navigation  and  marine,  both  military  and  commercial,  had 
grown  up  to  its  prefent  point  of  perfection ;  and  having  fliewu 
that  the  eftablimment  of  that  fyftem  had  early  engaged  the 
attention  of  our  anceftors,  who  had  fteadily  made  it  the  ob]^£t 
of  their  uniform  care,  and  feized  every  opportunity  that  cir- 
cum  (lances  would  in  their  time  admit  for  its  improvement, 
proceeded  to  (late  the  hiftoricai  fa£ls  that  proved  its  progrefs 
as  far  as  it  could  be  afcertained. 

The  principle  of  the  ASl  of  Navigation,  which  was  finally  efta- 
blilhcd  foon  after  the  Reftoration,  and  improved  by  tlie  Aft 
of  1786  *,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  might  be  traced  bnck  as  far  as 
the  year  1 38 1»  and  might  be  found  in  the  Statutes  of  the  5th  of 
Richard  II.  chap.  j.f,and  6  Richard  11.  c.  8.  Our  fiflieriesalfo, 
which  are  fo  much  conne£led  as  a  nurfcry  for  fenmen  with  our 
naval  policy,  were  likewife  encouraged,  by  the  ftatutes  of 
Richard  II.  c.  11,  iz. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  (hipping  and  failors  in  Sng-' 
land,  the  firft  certain  account  that  we  have  is  contained  in  the 
enumeration  of  1581,  when  the  (hipping  and  failors  were 
found  to  amount  to  72,450  tons,  and  14,295  mariners.  The 
fleet  which  Qneen  Elizabeth  was  able  to  fit  out  to  oppofe  the 
8pani{h  Armada,  in  1588,  contained  only  31,985  tons  of 
fliipping,  which  were  navigated  by  15,272  feamen. 

It  liad  ever,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  been  deemed  a  very  (Iriking 

coturaft,  lince  the  h&  was  'firft  publifhed,  that  the  traders  of 

Liverpool  alone  fitted  out,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 

var  with  Irancc,  between  the  26th  of  Auguft  1778,  and  the 

^  17th  uf  A,)ril  1779,  a  hundred  and  twenty  privateers,  armed 

"  v-wii  ^^i^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  tliirty,  but  moftly  with  from  fourteen  to 

•   I  ord  Uawkcib»ry*s  Aft. 

i  1  hii  Acl  t  tiadcd,  *«  That  none  of  the  King's  fu!)ic^s  (hall  carry 
1.  tii.    ui  i>iA4.^  Hi  liibichaiiilizcb,  Lut  only  In  Ihi^va  oi'  the  King*»  allegi- 


twenty 
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twenty  guns.  From  an  accurate  lift  containing  the  name  and 
appointment  of  each,  it  appears,  that  thefe  privateers  mea^ 
fared  30,787  tons,  carrying  1,986  guns  and  8,754  men. 
From  the  efforts  of  a  angle  town,  therefore,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred, that  the  private  fliips,  of  war  formed  a  greater  force 
during  the  conteft  with'  America,  than  the  nation,  with  all  its 
unaniniity  and  zeal,  was  able  to  equip  in  the  powerful  reign  of 
Oueen  Elizabeth.  His  Lordfhip  commented  on  this  important 
fa£l  (for  fuch  it  might,  he  thought,  fairly  be  confidered),  as 
the  beft  proof  of  the  very  great  progrefs  in  improvement  that 
our  navigation  had  made  trom  nearly  the  end  of  the  fizteenth 
century  to  the  prefent  period. 

There  was  ftrong  reafon  to  believe,  Lord  Hawkefljury  faid, 
that  at  the  epoch  of  the  AB  of  'Navigation^  foon  «fter  the 
Reftoration,  the  whole  (hips  which  annually  cleared  out  from 
England  amounted  only  to  95,266*  tons. 

The  Cnglifh  (hipping  which  were  annually  employed  to 
carry  out  the  whole  annual  cargoes  from  England,  may  be 
ftated  to  have  been  as  follows,  at  the  feveral  epochs  hereafter 
mentioned ; 


The  Rcftoration 

The  Revolution 

The  Peace  of  Ryfwick 

The  laft  years  of  WilHam  III. 

The  Wars  of  Queen  Anne 

The  firft  of  George  I. 

Thcfirft  of  George  II. 

The  peaceful  Years 

The  War  of 

The  peaceful  Years 

The  War  of 

The  firft  of  George  III.  War 

The  peaceful  Yeani 
Ditto 

The  American  War 
The  French  War 
The  Spanifli  War 
The  Dutch  War 
The  peaceful  Years 
Ditto 

Such,  his  Lord(hip  faid,  had  been  the  vaft  augmentation  of 
Englifh  (hipping,  from  the  epoch  of  the  AB  of  Navigai'wn  to 
jthe  commencement  of  the  pRfent  war-  It  was  to  be  obferved, 
however,  that  this  quantity  of  tonnage  contained  what  had 

•  Vide  Chronological  Table  of  Commerce,  in  Mr.  Chalmer't  Cftimate. 

36^  been 


rm>/E<^Jb 

Sbipphi. 

1663-69 

95,266 

1688 

•90.S3S 

1697 

i44.afi4 

»7oo-i-* 

273,693 

1709-12 

285*156 

1713-14-15 

4"»43i 

1726-27-28 

43».83» 

i73<5-37-38 

476,941 

17^9-40-41 

384,191 

1749-50-51 

639,798 

J7W56-S7 

4S'»2S4 

J 1760 

471,241 

0761 

508,220 

I764-S-6 

639,87a 

»77»-3-4 

79S.943 

1775.6-7 

760,798 

1778 

657,283 

"779 

590,911 

1781 

547.953 

1784-5-6 

926-780 

1790-1-2 

1.3*9.979 
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been  caUed  the  repeated  voyages  or  entries  at  the  Cuftom-* 
boufe  I  one  veflel  having  made  more  entries  than  one  at  the 
Cuilom-houfe»  and  more  voyaees  than  one  in  the  year :  So 
that  the  tonnage  of  the  feveral  veflcls  which  cleared  outward 
from  England y  at  the  bcfov^-mentioned  epochs,  ought  lo  rc-» 
prefent  agrmrer  q-ipr.tiij  of  tonnage  than  aftuaily  belonged  to 
England  at  tl.  *  time. 

Ir  1581  an  enumeration  of  the  (hipping  and  failors  of  Enjr^ 
lapd  had  taken  placf:,  when  they  amounted  to  72,450  tons  :\nd 
14,29$  mariner^;  and  it  had  been  dated  *,  that  the  fe:^mcn  of 
the  fliips  regiiicred  In  the  port  of  London  in    1732 -were 
21 -.797  ;  but  it  was  to  be  regretted,  that  we  had  no  e.iumcra^ 
tion  of  the  ihipplng  of  England  w  hich  could  altogct!ier  be  re-* 
lied  upon  from  that  of  1581  down  to  1787.    It  in  as  one  of  the 
confequences  of  the  New  Navigation  jicl\^  26  George  III, 
chap.  60,  intitled.  "  An  AA  lor  the  further  Increafe  and 
Encouragement  of  Shipping  and  Navigation,"  that  a  rcgiller 
of  (hipping  was  eftafelifhed,  whereby  the  number  of  {hips,  with 
their  tonnage  and  men,  widiin  the  Britifh  dominions  might  be 
accurately  known  in  any  fubfequent  year  to  that  of  1786. 
This  regifter  (hews  that  the  number  of  liiips  have  been  conti- 
nually increafing  fince  the  firft  account  was  taken  in  1787, 
and  the  regiiler  demonftratcs,   that  in    1792,  England  had 
10,633  ^*ps  ®f  1,186,610  tons,  navigated  by  87,569  men, 
which  affords  an  exhilarating  contraft  with  the  inconfiderable 
numbers  which  England  pofleffed  in  1581,  when  this  nation 
firft  began  to  trim  Iter  Hiils  on  the  ocean.     This  regifter  alfo 
(hews,  that  in  1792  there  belonged  to  the  Britiih  dominions 
16,079  (hips,  i,S40>MS  ^^^'^s,  1 18,286  feamen. 

[In  our  firft  report  of  Lord  Havvkefbury's  fpeech,  given  in 
pages  15?  i6>  ^7,  18,  of  our  third  volume,  the  reader  will 
find  his  liOrdlhip's  ftatement  of  the  fait*  which  fuggcfted  the 
expediency  of  a  further  navigation  Invv,  together  with  a  detail 
of  all  the  circumftanccs  the  incident  cavt  rife  to  and  his  Lord- 
ftiip's  reafoning  ypo"  them  and  delcription  of  the  principle 
and  purport  of  the  Bill  be  intended  ir,  bring  in,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  various  regulations  propofed  to  be  provided  for  by 
the  different  claufcs  of  the  Bill,  and  the  period  when  he  meant 
it,to  take  effeft.] 

•  Vide  Dr.  Campbell's  Political  Survey,  vol.  i.  p.  s6i« 
f  Lord  Havvkefbury's  Aa. 
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THE  offices  and  places  held  by  Mr.  Rojf,  having  been  brought 
under  difcuffion  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament*  in  the 
courfe  ofthe  feflion,  it  was  our'intcntion  to  have  fubjoined 
the  following  as  a  note  to  that  part  of  Lord  GrenvUWs  (pccch^ 
vol.  iii.  p.  219.  which  treats  on  the  {ubje£l  of  Mr,  Kofe'« 
holding  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments.  As  the  cir- 
cumftance  may  again  be  alluded  to,  we  think  it  neceilary  to 
fupply  the  defeft  occafi6ned  by  our  accidental  omiffion,  by 
dating  it  in  this  place.— 

There  was  an  unanimous  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
recommending  Mr.  Rpfe  to  his  M.ijefty's  favour  in  1776,  as 
qualified  to  be  an  ufeful  fervant  to  the  Houfe,  which  was  with 
a  view  to  his  having  the  office  he  now  is  in  pofleffion  of,  and 
which  was  granted  to  him  in  1783,  in  confequence  of  another 
unanimous  addrefs  in  that  feflion,  for  removing  a  reftriftioa 
his  Majefty  had  put  himfelf  under  op  a  former  addrefs  to  him, 
liot  to  grant  the  office  in  rcvcrfion. 

7he  Infertton  of  the  following  ExtraEis  from  the  London 

Gazette  may  not  hereafter  prove  ufelefs^  as  a 'matter*' 

of  reference  to  the  Political  Inquirer. 

From  the  London  Gazette,  July  12. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  nth  of  July  1794,  prefent 

the  King's  Mod  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

This  day  the  Right  lion.  IFiliiam  Earl  FitzwilUam  was,  by 
his  Majefty's  command,  fworn  of  his  Majefty's  moft  honour- 
able Privy  Council;  and  was  alfo  by  his  Majefty  declared  Lord 
freftdait  QJih'  Council^  and  took  his  place  at  the  Board  accord^ 
ingly. 

This  day  the  Right  Hon.  Gecrge  Jjhn  Earl  Spencer  was,  by 
his  Majefty's  command,  fworn  of  his  Majefty's  moft  honour- 
able Privy  Council,  and  took  his  place  at  the  Board  accord- 
ingly. 

His  Majefty  having  been  pleafcd  to  appoint  his  Grace  WIU 
fiam  Henry  Cavendi/h  Duke  of  Portland^  to  be  one  of  his  Mttjefly*f 
Principal  Secretaries  of  SiatCj  his  Grace  was  this  day,  by  his 
Majefty's  command,  fworn  one  of  his  Majeftj^s  Principal  Secre* 
faries  of  State  accordingly. 

*  Vide  Mr.  Sheridan^s  fpeech.  voL  iii.  p.  133.  Mr.  Rofc*t  reply,  vol* 
ill.  p.  135.  and  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown^s  ipeechf  vol.  iii.  p.  214.  in 
which  it  Id  prefumed  Mr.  Kofe  was  alluded  to,  at  it  drew  forth  the  defence 
ot  Mr.  Roff ,  (tattd  by  Lord  Grenvillc  in  the  fame  debate  (p.  ai9)»  which 
was  noticed  by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdow:!  in  hit  ultimate  rep ly  of  that  day, 
:^s  rt-poited  p.  218  of  the  fame  voiuiue* 

2  Whitehall^ 
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WTntebatly  July  II. 
The  King  has  been  pleafcd  to  appoint  the  Rif^ht  Hon,  JfV-i 
luun  Windham  to  be  his  Majelty 's  Stcretarj  at  War^ 


From  the  London  Gazette,  July  19. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  i6th  of  July  1794,  prefent 
the  King's  Moft  Excellent  MajefVy  in  Council. 

This  day  the  Right  Hon.  William  Windham  was,  by  his 
Majefty's  command,  fworo  of  his  Majedy's  moft  honourable 
Privy  Council,  and  took  his  place  at  the  Board  accordingly. 

His  Majefty  having  been  pleafed  to  deliver  the  cuftody  of 
the  Privy  Seal  to  the  Right  Hon.  George  John  Earl  Spencer^ 
the  oath  of  Keeper  of  the  Frivy  Seal  was  tliis  day  adminiftcrcd 
to  him,  and  his  Lordfiiip  took  his  place  at  the  Board  accord** 
ingly. 


From  the  London  Gazette,  July  26. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  23d  of  July  1794,  prefent 
the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 
His  Majefty  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  deliver  the 
Privy  Seal  to  Evan  Nepean^  Stephen  Cottrelly  and  James  Bhnd 
Burgesy  Efqrs.  whom  his  Majefty,  by  letters  patent  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain^  hath  conftitu ted  CommiflioneTS 
for  executing  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal*^  they  this 
day  took  the  ufual  oaths  as  Conmiifiioners  tor  the  cuftody  of 
the  Privy  Seal. 

•  It  was  gaierally  undcrftood  that  thcfc  Gentlemen  were  to  hold  the  Privy 
Seal  in  tnift  for  Earl  Spencer,  during  hit  Lordlhip's  abfencCy  cccafioiied  by 
liit  Embafly  to  the  (^oun  of  Vienna. 


The 
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The  foUowing  BILLS  received  the  Royal  Aflcnt  in  the  coui<* 
of  the  Seffion,  commencing  January  24,  and  ending  July  1 1. 
1 794,  and  are  aU  the  PUBLIC  ACTS  of  that  Periwl. 

~tb  '•*~a'- J^N  Aajo,  «6.g  th.  Su»  rf  Eleven  MilUon.  i^^jotJU^ 

An  la  »  .ttioufrh''?"  '^''''  ^^''^y*  "*"~  '''"«•  '^i''  «>«  Shore. 

ba.e  omitted  to  teiifter  or  deUTtr  inA^.W^^^.-     •'"..^"".  <>'  <«»>««,  who 

and  Offiten  io  Citie^  Corporatiow  .^  Born„.hT  '  ^  "! '"'»«™'>i'y  Member, 
keen  omiitrf  to  beft,mfJ^S/,Sfu^i^^^  *"V*''»'^*''~'"»»»  •>"« 
loft  or  miilaid,  and  for  Xw^^S^*  Ti^tTi  p'ovlTA^^'flr"  ""^'f^'n '"~  ^«» 
gi»e  further  T.me  to  fuch  Pe'fon,  m  h°e  omZd  t«  »  i  ""'  1".'''  """I^i  «• 
th.  Ea.cution  of  Indentore.  of  Clerk.  TluZuf.Z  ^'  "'  "''  **^"''»  'f 
«lfy.og  Deputy  Lieutenant.  a».  Offio^oft^  Mi  ,rif  whoT"'  '  ^1'"  '"*»- 
ffli.  Defcription.  of  their  Q».lifi«ti«M^to  the  Cfcrt.  „f  .k!  d"*  "*«  '^"^  '» •""<"- 

metf^r  Che-  AtV^/rbercJI/L^""'"'  '""  '^^°"'<'"'  ""  f<"  '"•  "-ttcr  P,y. 

of  the  Perfon,  exer.ifirig  the  Power,  of  Gom„",cnH„  F  IT^  '"'!■''?'  "  ""*  ^''^ 
the  Property  thereof,  for  the  Benefit  of  th?  i„di"  'u  1  ofn  V"''  '^"'  P""'""* 
.  An  Aft  for  lepeaUng  the  Stamo  Duti«  on  r- 1  \    "  '*'"""• 

An  Afi  for  r.U^b:&°rtr  R^'^^r,;,";^,^  ;rV" '  ^^"^ 

d.otr«*<;;'^ierf4^..'^st'ard';i;^r^  i- . 

ihcrem  mentioned.  «wn«c.,  m  aii>  of  .r.  •  Courts  of  England 

-..de"ifo;r.?r!?at».ar"  •''"^"■^  ^"•-  •»  «'''''•  «-  TUe. 
caired'thfpl^nX':""'"''"'*'"''^^''"  "'  '"«-  "X  «-«  ^arriap 

•.:p::it'Bi-^-d'r,a^^^^^^ 

Afl  Aft  for  augiDcptlng  the  Miljtia. 


A« 


^iS  HTSLlC  ACTS* 

An  Aft  to  eoftVIe  ttie  CoT^ftor  im*  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  fotther  td 
iacxcafe  the  capi  ai  Stock  ot  the  laid  Company. 

An  Aft  for  malting  cectaui  IV^vi^^ble  Cuts  from  the  ToiHifl  of  Bockiofham^ 
Aykibofy,  and  Wcnctover,  in  t.^e  Coontjr  ot  Bockingham,  lo  communicate  with 
the  Grand  Jarftion  Nivi^«t  on,  aut^nfeo  t  be  n^nde  by  sn  Aft  of  the  Uft  Sclion 
•I  Parliament^  ana  tot  am*p<i0r'  the  faiu  ^ft. 

An  Aft  (or  n^aking  nd  m^ii  laii  irg  ^  Navi^abla  Cant)  fh>m  and  oat  of  the  Caaal 
Navigation  from  AdancheOcr^  to  or  near  A<ht  n  under  Lyne,  and  OMham  in  the 
Co«r<iy  P«latinc  of  i  anc«ftcr»  at  the  intenccd  Aqocditft  Btnue  in  Dokinfieid.  in 
thr  County  of  Chrfter,  to^  or  n  a'  to«  Chapei  MiltoB^  io  th-  Conoty  of  Derby  \ 
Md  a  Commonjcat  on  by  Railways  or  Siune  Roadt,  fiom  thence  to  L>  ad*  K.i.o«l, 
vithm  Peak  Foreft»  in  the  a«d  Coonry  of  I>erl7  |  and  a  Branch  from  and  oat  of 
thr  fdiid  intrnoed  Canal  tf  V,  hairy  BrHgr,  in  the  faid  County  Of  Chefter. 

An  Aft  for  making  a  K«v  gabtc  canal  from  or  near  Porthywain  Liai«  Roclr^ 
to  the  Pari(h  ot  LlanybioowcUy  in  the  Coanty  of  Satcp,  to  or  near  Newton,  m  the 
COtinty  of  Montgomery,  and  alfo  certain  Collateral  Cutt  from  the  faid  CaniL 

An  Aft  tor  excenoing  the  Wyiley  and  Effington  Ca^ah 

An  Aft  for  making  and  ir-aintamirg  a  Naviitblc  Canal  rtt  of  aftd  from  thi^ 
IRfarwick  and  Birmingham Canai«  now  *  utrng,  or  in^end^d  to  be  cut,  in  the  Parilh 
of  Bud br coke,  in  the  County  of  Wtrw<ck,  into  the  OiforO  Cai.al,  in  the  Parifh  of 
BraunAon,  in  the  County  of  NorthamptoB. 

An  Aft  for  alceiing  an  Aft  paflcd  in  tt.e  Seventh  Year  of  the  l^elgn  of  bis  late 
Majeily  Kinx  George  the  Fiift.  intituled,  **  An  Aft  for  making  the  Rivers 
^  Mercy  and  Irwell  i»avi|ablc  fiom  Liverpool  to  Manchctler,  in  the  County  Pa- 
a*  lacioc  of  Lanciftrr,**  by  iocotponting  the  Proprietort  of  the  faid  Navigation* 
nnd  to  declare  their  refpeftive  Shares  thnein  to  te  Perfonai  Etiate. 

An  Aft  to  eonble  the  Trufteet  for  the  Care  of  the  Road  throogh  the  feveral 
Faciflici  of  St.  Michael^  St.  Alban»  St.  Pttcr,  Shenlry,  Ridge,  and  Sooth  Mims» 
in  the  Counties  of  Hertford  and  Middl-fex,  to  porch^fe  certain  Buildings  and  Hcrc^^ 
ditamcntfc  for  the  Purpofe  of  making  a  new  Road  at  the  tntranee  into  the  Town 
of  St.  Aiban. 

An  A/Si  tor  amending,  widening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  Road  from  Norwich 
to  AfKham,  in  thr  County  of  Norfolk,  and  a  certain  Patt  of  the  Road  leading  from 
the  faid  Road  towards  Holt,  in  the  faid  County. 

An  Aft  to  enlaige  the  Term  and  Powenot  Three  Aftt  pvCed  in  the  Eighteenth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majety  King  George  the  Second,  and  the  Tenth 
end  Twcnty-cigbTh  Years  of  his  p.efrnt  Majefty's  Reign,  for  repairing  the  Road 
from  Birmingham,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  through  £lmdoo,to  a  Lane  leading 
by  th^  End  of  Stone  Bridpe,  in  the  faid  Coorjty. 

An  Aft  for  enlar,  ing  the  1'erm  and  Powers  cf  an  Aft  of  the  Twelfth  Year  of  hit 
pKfent  Majefty,  for  repairing  and  widening  the  Road  from  the  Warwick  Road, 
aear  Solihull,  to  the  Guide  PuA  in  Kcnilworth,  and  from  Stone  Bridge  to  meet  the 
nfprefaid  Ro^d  on  Balfal  Common,  in  the  County  of  Warwifk. 

An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  Term  arfd  Powers  of  certain  Afts  of  Parliament,  for 
repairing  feveral  Roads  in  the  Counties  of  Warwick,  Stafford,  and  Worcefter,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  the  Dudley  Dillfift  of  the  faid  Roads,  and  for  amending  certain 
other  Roads  in  the  County  of  Stafford. 

An  Aft  for  enlarging  ibe  Term  and  Powers  of  Two  Afts  of  the  Twenty-fixth 
Year  of  King  Gerrge  the  Second,  and  the  Eighteenth  Year  of  his  prefent  MajeAy, 
for  widening  and  rcpairir>g  the  H  gh  Road  leading  tram  Northallertoa,  to  the  Sooth 
Wail  of  the  Church  Yarci  of  the  Town  of  Tbirflc,  and  from  the  South-eaft  End 
of  the  Street  c^lcd  Fmklc  Street,  in  Thirflc  aforefaid,  to  and  through  the  Town  of 
Safingwoltf,  in  the  Courtv  of  York,  to  »  Place  called  Burton  Stone,  near  the  City 
of  Yoik  i  aid  alfo  'h-  R  ai  fiom  Thifik  afotdaid  to  Topcliffe,  in  the  North  Rid- 
ing of  the  County  of  Yt.ik. 

An  Aft  for  enljrg  ng  ihe  Term  and  Power  of  Two  Afts  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Year  oi  King  Gecrue  the  Secnnd,  and  the  Thirteerth  Year  of  his  p'efent  Majcfly, 
§o»  repattini;  and  wid  nin^e  feveral  Roads  leading  from  the  Town  of  Ktngfton,  in 
the  Coun*y  of  Hcretord,  end  other  Roads  within  the  faid  County;  and  alfo  for 
Biiakin.<  amending,  widening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  errtain  other  Roads  within  the 
laid  CoUrttj,  adjoining,  or  lying  near  to,  the  Roads  comf  rifcd  in  the  faid  Afts. 


PUBLIC  ACTS.  4x7 

j^l  4.  An  A€t  for  repealing  the  Butiet  en  Paper,  Pifteboard,  Millboard^ 
Scaleboard,  and  Glaaed  Paper,  and  for  granting  other  Duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  A&  for  graniing  Aontiiries  to  fatiafy  certain  Navy  and  Vi^lualUng  Bills,  an<l 
f(Mr  providing  for  ibc  regular  Payment  0/  all  Navy  and  Vittuaiiing  Bills  that  ffiall 
be  iflTued  in  future. 

An  A^  for  allowing  VcitAn^  employed  in  the  Greenland  Whale  Fifliery,  to 
complete  their  full  Number  of  Men  at  certain  Part*,  for  a  limited  Time* 

An  AA  for  amending  and  making  p^rrpctual  an  AA  made  in  (bs  Twenty-feventh 
Year  of  the  Retgn  of  his  piefcnt  Majcfty,  intituled,  «  An  A€k  for  the  Encourage- 
"  mcnt  of  the  Arts  of  dtfigninpt  and  printing  Linens,  Cottons,  Callicocfj  and 
**  Muflins,  by  vcUing  the  Propoties  thereof  in  the  Defigners,  Printers,  and  Pru* 
*'  prieior»,  for  a  limited  Time.** 

An  Ad  formaIciDf(«nd  ma.ntaiaing  a  Navigable  Ganal  from  theCalderNav'gation, 
Jit  or  near  Sowetby  Bridge  Wharf,  in  the  Pjriih  of  Halifax,  in  the  Weft  Riding  of 
the  County  of  York,  to  join  the  C^nal  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of '  Bridgewater,  in 
the  Pariih  of  Manchcfter,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaftcr,  and  alfo  certain 
Cuts  from  the  faid  intended  Canal. 

An  A£t  for  making  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal,  from,  or  nearly  from. 
Bury  Bridge,  in  the  Pariih  of  Bury,  by  H^iliogton,  to,  orncaJy  to,  Church  K  rk, 
all  in  the  County  Pjlaiine  of  Lancafter. 

An  A€t  for  making  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal  from  and  out  of  the 
Canal  of  Sir  John  Ramfden,  Baronet,  at  or  near  the  Town  of  Huddersficld,  in  the 
Weft  Riding  of  the  County  of  York,  to  join  and  communicate  wirh  the  Canal  Na- 
ligation  from  Manchefler,  to  or  near  A^ton  under  Lyne  and  Oldham,  at  or  near 
the  Town  of  Aftit<  n  under  Lyne  aforeCiid,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancafter.^ 

An  A€t  for  paving  and  oihcrwifc  improving  the  Town  of  Tivertoo,  in  the  Couaty 
of  UcTon. 

An  A€t  for  amrn4it-g  and  repairing  the  Roads  from  a  Place  called  Scaddow-Cate, 
in  the  Parifti  of  liiknal),  to  the  Burton  upon  Trent  and  a^fliby  dc  U  Zouch  Tarn- 
pike  Road,  at  or  nrar  a  PUce  caled  the  Wooden  Box,  and  ceitaia  other  Rooda 
therein  mentioned,  in  the  Counties  of  Derby  and  Leicefter.  ^ 

An  Atl  for  enlarging  the  Term  and  Powers  of  Three  fcveral  Aft?  pafled  in  the 
Twenty-filth  and  Twenty-ninlb  Years  of  the  Re'gn  of  his  laie  Majcfty  King 
G-orgc  the  Second,  and  the  Seventeenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  hi?  prcA  a'  Majcfty^ 
fo  far  as  the  fame  relate  to  the  amending  and  widening  of  the  Road  fro.-n  Harrogat'cy 
through  Ripley  and  Ripon,  to  the  Ncrth-eaft  Corner  of  Hutton  Moor,  anJ  from  the 
Eaft  End  of  Kiiby  Moor,  to  the  Town  of  Ripon  afore faid. 

An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  Term  and  Powers  of  ccr'ain  Afts  of  Parllamcnf,  for 
repairing  the  Road  leading  from  the  Town  of  Ludlow,  in  the  Cugniy  of  Salep, 
through  Wooffcrton  and  Little  Hereford,  to  a  phce  called  Monk*s  Bridge,  iq  ihe  /aid 
County,  and  aifo  from  the  faid  Town  of  Ludlow,  to  a  I'Uce  or  Hoafc  called  the 
MaiJenbead  at  Orlton,  in  the  County  of  Hereford. 

An  A£t  for  enlarging  tiae  Term  and  Powers  of  ceruin  Adl<  of  Parliament  for 
amending,  viidening,  and  jcerping  in  repair,  feveral  Roads  l?adine  from  the  MaikeC 
Floufp,  and  elfevrh*'re»  in  the  Town  of  Lu<l]iw,  in  the  County  €f  Sal  p,  and  aif.i 
|he  Road  leading  from  the  Tgnpike  or  Side  Gate,  in  the  P^ri/h  of  Aftifotd  Bow. 
den,  to  the  Tutnpike  Road  on  Clee  Hill,  in  the  faid  County;  and  for  nmendinp, 
widening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  Road  froui  th:  Craven  Arms,  in  the  P^r.ih  of 
Stanton  Lacy,  to  fiowdcf:,  in  the  fatd  County, 

An  Adt  for  anrndiog.  wineoing,  altering,  diverting,  and  impioviog  the  Raa<1 
leading  from  the  Town  of  Rochdale,  to  a  Place  called  £denfi(.ld,  in  (he  Panfh  of 
Bury,  all  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lincafter. 

^prii  17.     An  Adl  for  raifitig  a  certain  Sum  of  Money,  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 
BilUf  fox  the  Service  of  the  Year  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety-foar. 
An  Act  for  raifing  a  further  Sum  of  Money,  by  Loans  ur  Exchequer  Bills,  (oc 
the  Service  of  the  Year  One  Thoufand  Se^n  Hundred  and  Ninety. tour. 

An  A£l  fcr  granting  to  his  Majcfty  certain  additional  Duties  on  Ciais  imported 
intOy  or  made  in.  Great  Britain, 

An  AA  for  making  perpetual  certain  Duties  of  Excife  on  Diftitl:r'es,  and  on 
l^icencei  granted  to  Diftilleri  in  Scotland,  and  for  appropriating  the  W\iL  D  jr>es. 

An  A^  for  enabling  the  Commiftiooeit  of  the  Siamp-Duiiis  (o  ft.|a^  Bills  of 
£xchangtr  and  NoUs  in  certain  Cafes. 


4it  tvnUC  Acts. 

An  Ad  for  defraying  the  Cbarfc  of  the  Pay  and  ClotKisg  of  the  MHitta  ia  th«c 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  for  One  Year,  beginning  the  Twenty- fiftia 
Pay  of  March,  One  Thoofand  Seven  Hondred  aod  Ninety- fonr. 

An  A£k  for  rncoura|ing  and  difciplioing  foch  Cor  pa  or  Companiet  of  Mea  mm 
fhzW  voluntarily  eniol  thfrnfelvet.  for  the  Defence  of  their  Countica,  Townt^  or 
Coaftf,  or  for  the  General  Defence  of  the  Kingdom  during  the  prcfent  War. 

An  A€t  for  indemnifying  all  Perfona  y^ho  have  been  concern^  in  advifiiig  cv 
parrying  into  Eiecution  an  Order  of  the  Loroa  Comniffionera  of  hia  Majeilj*s 
Treafory,  refpedting  the  Exportation  of  Pot  Adiea  or  Pearl  Aibea ;  for  preventitts 
Suit!  in  conlcqnence  of  the  fame  ;  for  aothori6nghia  Majefty  to  prohibit  the  Ex« 
portation,  or  carry ing  C.^Awife,  of  Poc  Aibea  or  Pearl  Afliea  {  and  for  making  for* 
ihr-  Provifioni  relative  :h.reto. 

An  AH  for  ind?.^  n  fjing  Govemon,  Lieutenant-Governors,  and  Perfeaa  aAio^ 
aa  fuch,  In  the  Wvtt  Int'ia  Iflandi,  who  hare  permitted  the  Importation  and  £a- 
poration  of  GcOt  s  and  Commoditte;  in  Foreign  Bottoms. 

An  A£i  to  continue  feveral  Laws  relative  to  the  Etportation  of  Calm  to  LiAoo  ; 
and  to  the  afcertairing  the  Strength  of  Spirita  by  Clatk*i  Hvdrometcr. 

An  A&  to  remove  certain  Uifficuhiea  in  the  Execation  of  tbe  Pow-rs  vefted  ia 
the  C^mmiiiiooera  appointed  by  Two  Ada  pafled  in  the  Thirteenth  Year  of  tha 
Keun  of  Qneen  Ann  and  in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  the  Re'gn  of  King  George  tha 
Firft,  for  making  the  Rivrr  Nene*  or  Nen«  running  from  Nortbamp'on  to  Peter* 
borough,  navigable,  fo  far  as  tbe  fame  relate  lo  the  Navigattoo  between  Peterboroagh 
|ind  Thrapfton  Bridge. 

An  A^  for  extending  and  improving  the  Birmingham  Canal  Navigttiooi. 

An  A€t  for  making  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal,  with  certain  Railwlya 
•nd  Stone  Roadr,  from  fcvera!  ColUcxiet  in  the  Coonty  of  Somerfer,  to  coirmoni- 
^ate  with  the  intended  K^Qct  and  Avon  Canal^  in  the  Parifli  of  Bradford,  in  the 
ponnty  of  Wiltt. 

An  A&  for  making  a  Navipble  Canal  from  the  River  Kennrt,  at  or  s*ar  the 
Town  of  Vewbury,  in  ^he  Cbunty  of  Berki,  to  the  R;ver  Avon,  at  or  near  the  Cirj 
of  9ath,  and  alfo  certain  Navigable  Cuta  therein  defcribed* 

An  A€t  for  paving  the  Footwayi  in  the  Town  of  Abingdon,  in  tbe  Coonty  of 
Berka;  for  better  cleanfing,  lighting,  and  watching  the  Streeti,  Lane«,  Paffages  and 
Places  in  tbe  faid  Town  $  for  removing  and  preventing  Encroachments,  OoflruOions, 
tfaifancei ,  and  Annoyancea  therein  |  and  tor  otherwife  improving  the  faid  Town. 

An  A€t  for  taking  down  and  re- building  the  Parifli  Church  of  Saint  Alkmond, 
In  the  Town  of  Shrewlbury,  in  the  Coonty  of  Salop. 

An  A£t  for  altering,  repairing,  and  widening  the  Road  from  Bur'ry  Ford,  in  the 
County  of  Durham,  to  Alfton,  in  the  Coonty  of  Comberland,  aod  from  Alftoa 
iforefaid,  by  tbe  Dyke,  to  Bornftonei,  in  the  Coonty  of  Korthombeiland. 

An  Aft  for  repairing  and  widening  the  Road  leading  from  Saint  Martin,  Stam- 
ford Baron,  to  Kettering,  and  from  Candle  to  Mtc^dleton  Lane,  in  the  Parifli  or 
^amlet  of  Middleton,  in  tbe  County  of  Northampton. 

An  ACt  for  cpi)tinuing  the  Term  of  fo  much  of  an  A€t  of  tbe  Twelfth  Year  of 
Hs  prefent  Majetly  aa  relates  to  the  Road  from  Carttr*a  Bridge,  in  the  Parifli  of 
Chatteris,  within  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  in  the  County  of  Cambridge,  to  the  Forty-feet 
Bridge,  in  the  Parifli  of  Ram(ay,  in  tbe  Coonty  of  Hontingdon. 

An  A  A  for  amending,  widening,  altenngy  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  Road  from 
Punchorch  to  Southam,  in  tbe  County  of  Warwick. 

An  Act  for  repairing  the  Road  from  Stirling  to  DumbaitOQi  and  fevenl  other 
Roads  in  the  Counties  of  Stirling,  Dumbarton,  and  Perth. 

An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  Terms  and  Powers  of  Two  Afta  made  in  the  Twen- 
tieth and  Thirtieth  Yctrt  of  the  Reign  of  hia  Ute  Majefty  King  George  the  Seeood, 
for  repairing  the  High  Road  leiding  from  the  North  End  of  the  Cow  Cawfey,  near 
the  Town  of  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne,  t^  tbe  Town  of  Qelford^  and  from  thence  to 
Bucktiu  Burn,  in  tbe  Caunty  of  Northumberland. 

May  9.  An  Aft  for  granting  to  bia  Majefty  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  out  of 
the  Confniidated  Fund,  for  applying  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  therein  mentioned  foe 
the  Service  of  ihe  Year  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety>four,  and  for  for- 
ther  appropriating  the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Seflion  of  Parliament. 

An  Aft  for  granting  to  hit  M^jsfiy  a  certain  Sum  of  Money,  to  be  ralfed  by  a 


An  A6t  for  gnnting  tb  hit  Majefty  certain  Dtttiet  df  Cuflomi  en  Slate,  Stone' 
id4  Marble. 

An  A£t  for  granting  to  hit  Majefty  the  Soni  of  Two  Hondred  Thoofand  Pouodt, 
to  be  liToed  and  paid  to  the  Oovernor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  be 
by  them  placed  to  the  Account  of  the  Commiffionen  for  the  ReduAiotl  of  (he  Na^ 
tiooal  Debt, 

Aa  A€t  for  repealiag  fo  much  of  an  A  A,  made  in  the  Seventh  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  hit  prefeot  Majefty,  ai  dire€ks  that  no  Cambric  or  Lawn  ftiall  be  imported  from 
Ireland  until  ^e  Importation  of  Cambrics  and  Freneh  Lawna  into  IreUnd  ftiaU  be 
prohibited  by  Law )  to  allow  the  Importation  of  Cambrics  and  French  Lawns  from 
the  Auftrian  Nctherlandi  for  a  limited  Time,  for  making  more  (ffeftual  an  A&i 
made  in  the  Tweniy- fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  the  mor^ 
eiTeflual  Prevention  of  Smoggliog  in  thit  Kingdom  ;  and  for  preventing  the  fraudu- 
lent re-hnding  of  Tobacco  ihipped  for  Exportationi 

An  A£t  to  empower  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  continue  a  Bond  Debt  of  Two 
Millions,  and  to  increafe  the  fame  by  a  further  Sum,  as  Circumftances  may  require. 

An  Aft  to  enable  SubjeAs  of  France  toenlift  as  Soldiers  in  Regiments  to  {erv6 
en  the  Continent  of  EutopO)  and  in  certain  other  Places,  and  to  enable  his  MsjeAy 
to  grant  Commiftions  to  Sobjeds  of  France  to  ferre  and  receive  Pay  as  Officers  in 
filch  Regiments,  or  as  Engineers,  under  certain  Reftridlions. 

An  A€t  for  granting  to  Foreign  Ships,  put  under  his  Majefty *s  Protedioh,  the 
Privileges  of  Price  Ships,  under  certain  Regulations  and  ReftriAioni  $  for  allowing 
Aliens  in  Foreign  Colonies,  furrendered  to  his  Majefty,  to  exercife  the  Occupations| 
of  Merchatstt  or  Favors ;  and  for  repealing  an  A&,  paflied  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty*  intituled,  •*  An  Ad  for  granting  a  Liberty  to  "^arry 
*'  Sugars  of  the  Growth,  Produce,  or  ManufaAure  df  any  of  his  Majefty*s  Sugar 
**  Culonics  in  America,  from  the  faid  Colonies  directly  to  Foreign  Parti,  in  Ships  built 
'*  in  Great  Britain,  and  navigated  according  to  Law  ;**  and  alfo  fo  much  of  an  AA| 
paffed  in  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  laU  Majefty,  as  amends  the  faid 
A&', 

*  An  A€L  to  amend  an  A€t,  pafled  in  the  laft  Seilion  Of  Parliament,  lntituled| 
"  An  Aft  to  provide  for  the  Families  of  Perfoos  chofcn  by  Lot  to  ferve  in  tbe  Mi- 
**  litia  of  this  Kiogdoiti,  and  of  Sobftitotes  ferving  theivio ;   and  to  explain  and 

.  «  amend  an  A£k  of  Parliatttent,  pafled  io  the  Twenty-fixth  Year  of  his  prefeni 
"  Majefty,  intituled,  An  AS  for  amending  and  reducing  into  One  A€t  of  Parlia- 
*'  ment,  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Militia  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
'*  England  ;**  and  alfo  an  A€t  made  in  this  prefent  Seflion  of  Parliamclity  intituied^ 
**  An  A€i  fat  Jiugmeoting  the  Militia." 

An  A£l  to  continue  an  A£t,  made  in  the  laft  Seffioit  of  Parliament,  for  eftabliih<b 
in|  Courts  of  Judicature  in  the  Iftand  of  Newfoundland  $  and  to  revive  and  continue 
fo  much  of  Two  Afts,  made  in  the  Tenth  and  Sixteenth  Years  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty's  Reign,  as  relates  to  regulating  the  Fees  of  the  Officera  of  the  Cuftoms,  and 
of  the  Naval  OflScers  in  the  Britifli  Colonies  in  America^  and  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Cuftoms  in  the  Ifland  of  Newfoundland. 

•  An  AA  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  eftabli(h  a  Court  of  Ciiminal  judicature  ih  Nor« 
folk  Iftand. 

An  AA  for  taking  of  Special  Bail  in  AAtons  and  Suits  depending  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancafter. 

An  Adl  for  building  a  new  Shire  Hall  for  the  County  of  Statfordt 

An  A€t  for  paving,  cleanfing,  lighting,  watching,  watering,  and  otherwife  im- 
pmving  and  keeping  in  tcftklr,  the  Streets,  Squares,  and  other  Public  Paffages  and 
Places,  which  are  and  ftiail  be  made  upon  certain  Pieces  of  Grounds  in  the  Pari/hei 
of  St.  Pancras,  St.  George  the  Martyr,  and  St.  George  Bloomfbury,  or  feme  or  one 
of  them,  in  the  Couniy  of  Middlefcx,  belonging  to  the  Hofpital  for  the  Maintenance 
and  Education  of  eapofed  and  dcfertcd  Young  Children,  comoioaly  called  the 
Foundling  H  of  pita  I.  t 

Ah  A€t  for  the  better  Relief,  Regulation,  and  Employment  of  the  Poor,  withia 
the  Town  of  Bedford,  in  the  County  of  Bedtord. 

An  AQl  to  aher  and  amend  an  A£l  of  the  Twenty-third  Year  of  his  prefent 
Majefly,  for  irr proving  the  Navigtcion  of  the  River  Trent,  and  for  making  ^nd 
ssaintalaiag  a  Navigable  Canal  from  the  faid  River  in  the  Pariih  of  Bceft'oo,  to  j>ia 
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the  Nottidghftm  Canll,  if)  (>><  Partik  «f  Lentoo,  ia  the  County  at  Kotfidgftltt^ 
and  alio  certain  Cots  on  the  Side  of  the  faid  River. 

An  Ad  to  continue  the  Terin  and  enlarge  the  Powers  of  an  A£^,  made  in  the 
Twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  hit  prefent  Majefljr,  iolitale^,  '*  An  A€t  for  deepcn- 
*'  ing,  cleaning,  fcouring,  prefrrving,  and  maintaining  |he  Harbour  of  Ayr ;  for  en* 
**  Urging  and  improving  the  Qoiyt  and  Piers  ^  for  ereQing  Docke^  Breaftt,  Jettees, 
**  and  Piers  |  and  for  regolattng  Ships,  Lighiers,  and  other  Veflcls  trading  into,  and- 
**  going  out  of,  the  faid  Harbour ;  and  fur  other  Purpetes  therein  mentioned.'* 

An  A&  to  enable  the  Company  of  Pioprieiors  of  the  Canal  Navigation  frohi 
Leeds  to  Liverpool  to  mniplirte  the  faid  Navigation,  and  to  vary  the  Line  thereof,. 
and  to.raife  a  further  Sum  of  Money  for  thofe  Ps'pofes  j  and  for  making  a  Navi- 
gable Dranch  therein  Cefcr.htd  from  the  intended  new  Line  of  the  faid  Canal. 

An  A&  for  n.aking  and  maintaining  a,Navigable  Canal  from  the  Coventry  Canal, 
at  or  near  MarHon  Bridge  in  the  Parifls  of  Bed  worth,  in  the  County  of  Warwick, 
tb  a  certain  Clofe  in  the  Parifli  of  Afliby  de  la  Zouch,  in  the  County  of  Leiceller ; 
acd  for  continuing  the  fame  from  thence,  in  one  Line,  to  the  Lime  Works  at 
Ticknall,  in  the  County  of  Derby,  and  in  another  Line,  to  the  Lime  Works  at 
Cioudhi  I,  in  the  laid  County  of  Leiccfter,  with  certain  CutI  or  Branches  from  thr 
did  Canah 

An  A£t  for  making  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal  from  Wi(bech  River,  >iC 
Or  near  a  Place  called  the  Old  Sluice,  in  the  Town  of  Wiibech,  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely, 
and  County  of  Cambridge,  to  join  the  River  Nene,  in  the  Parifli  of  Outwell,  in  the 
Cdid  Ifle  of  Ely,  and  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  and  for  improving  and  maintaining 
the  Navigation  of  the  faid  River  from  Outwell  Church  to  Selter'»  Load  Sluice. 

An  A€tKo  continue  the  Term  and  enlarge  the  Powers  of  Two  A^ts,  made  in  the 
SevenUenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  M»jefly  King  George  the  Second,  and 
the  Seventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prtfent  Majefiy,  for  continuing  the  Duty  of 
Two  Pennies  Scots,  or  a  Sixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterling,  upon  every  Scots  Pint  of 
Ale  and  Beer,  which  fliall  he  brewed  for  Sale,  brought  into,  tapped,  or  fold  within 
the  Town  of  fiorrowftounnefs  and  Liberties  thereof,  in  the  County  of  Linlithgow^ 
and  fur  extending  the  fame  over  the  Parifli  of  Borrow ftounncfs ;  for  repairing  the 
Harfioor  of  the  faid  Town,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  A  A  to  continue  the  Term  and  enlarge  the  Powers  of  an  AA,  made  in  the 
Twenty- ninth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  this  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  **  An  A€k  for 
<<  repairing  the  Roads  in  the  County  of  Forfar,  an^  for  regulating  the  Statute  « 
««  Labour  within  the  famej**   and  for  repai ring  feveral  other  Roads  in  the  fai# 
County,  and  for  building  a  Bridge  over  the  River  South  Eflc,  near  Finlyiveo. 

An  A&.  to  continue  the  Term  and  enlarge  the  Powers  of  feveral  A^i  cf  Parlia  • 
ment,  for  repairing  the  llighways  between  Tyburn  and  UxbriHge,  in  the  County 
€>f  Middlefrx,  and  for  amending  the  Road  leading  from  Brent  Bridge  over  Hanwelf 
Heath,  through  the  Parifliesof  Hanwell,  New  Brentford,  and  Ealing,  to  the  Great 
Wefl.ern  Road  in  the  faid  County ;  and  for  lighting,  watching,  and  watering 
the  Highway  between  Tyborn  and  Keniington  Gravel  Pits. 

An  A€t  for  enlargng  the  Term  and  Po%vcrs  of  an  A€t  of  the  Eleventh  Year  of 
his  ptefent  Majefty,  for  repairing  the  Road  between  the  Bear  I-m,  in  Reading, 
and  Puntfield,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  and  feveral  other  Roads  in  the  faid  County* 

Mtfjr  13.  An  A€t  for  faving  to  his  Maj-fty  the  Doty  of  New  Subfidy  on  To« 
bacco  imported  into  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland. 

An  A£t  for  e*^abling  his  MajcAy  to  raife  the  Sum  of  Two  Millions  Five  Hun* 
cKd  Thoufand  Pounds  for  the  Ufes  and  Purpofes  ihefein  mentioned. 

An  Aft  ra  empower  his  Majelf  y  to  fecore  and  detain  fuch  Perfons  as  his  Majefly 
ihall  fufpcft  ire  confpiring  againft  his  Perl'on  and  Government. 

An  Aft  for  extending  the  Time  limited  by  an  Aft  of  this  Scflion  for  delivering 
In  Nivy  and  ViftKalling  Billi. 

An  Aft  for  estending  the  Proviiions  of  an  Aft,  pafled  in  the  Twenty-fiuh  Year 
of  his  prefent  MajeOy's  Reign,  for  the  btter  examining  and  auditing  the  Public 
Accounts  of  the  BoanJ  of  Ordnance,  the  Commifiioners  of  the  Navy,  the  Coa« 
miiTioners  for  Viftualling  the  Navy,  and  the  Commiflioners  of  Sick  and  Hurt. 

An  Aft  to  prevent  tl>^  Removal  of  Suits  f'oro  the  inferior  Courts  in  the  County 
Palatine  of  jLiAcaflcr  imo  vhe  Court  of  Common  Picas  of  the  faid  County 
Palatine, 
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Ad  A€k  to  conttoue  To  much  of  ffTcrat  Laws  rerpe^linf  the  TnnfperW\wi  and 
Imprifboment  of  Offeodcrt  u  relatet  to  the  Removal  of  Offenders  10  temporarj 
Placet  of  Confinemeot, 

An  A€t  for  further  eontinving  an  AA,  made  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  the  R«ign  of 
bia  late  Majefty,  intitalcd,  '*  An  A€t  to  prevent  the  commicsiog  of  Frauda  by 
**  Bankropti.*' 

An  A€t  to  enable  hit  Majcfty  to  grant,  in  Fee  Simple,  certain  Efta^ei  vefted  in 
bim,  by  reafon  of  thf  Atiaindcraof  the  Fcrfona  therein  named,  to  the  Dekendant* 
•f  fach  attainted  Perfons* 

An  A€t  for  vefting  in  John  Wilkinfon,  Efq.  in  Troft  for  the  AflSgners  of  Jofeph. 
Freeman  and  Thomaa  Gnce,  a  Meffuage  and  other  Heteditamen^a  in  St.  Janr.es't 
S^ujf^e,  pui  chafed  by  the  faid  Jorph  Freeman  of  Matthiat  dr  Gandafequiy  an  Alien  ; 
and  for  difchiirging  the  fame  from  the  Right  of  the  Ciowa  in  refped  of  the 
Alienage. 

An  A&  for  the 'better  Obfenration  of  the  Lord's- Day,  by  Perfona  exercifing  the' 
Trade  of  Baleen. 

An  A^  for  better  regulating  and  governing  the  Watermen,  Wherrymeo,  and 
Lightermen,  u^on  the  Rivrr  of  Thames^  between  Gravefend  and  Windtor. 

An  Ad  for  the  more  eflT  Aually  repairing  of  fiich  Parts  of  the  Highwaya  of  thia 
Kingdom  as  are  to  be  repaired  by  Two  Pariikef .     , 

^  An  A€k  for  taking  down  and  re-building  the  Pariib  Chnrch  of  Tiptoot  otherwife' 
TibbiogCM,  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  and  for  enlarging  the  Ccemetcry  or  Bartai 
Gfound  belonging  thereto. 

An  ASt  for  making  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal  from  the  Town  of  Swan- 
iea,  in  the  County  of  Glamorgan,  into  the  Farifh  of  YAradgunlais,  in  the  County 
©f  Brecon. 

An  A  A  for  amending  and  altering  certain  Afts  of  Parliament,  for  making  and 
maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal  from  the  Coventry  Canal  Navigation  to  the  City  of 
Oxford. 

An  A€t  for  improving  tSe  Outfall  of  the  River  Welland,  in  the  Countv  of  Liii» 
coin,  and  for  the  better  Drainage  of  the  Fen  Lands,  low  Grounds,  and  Mar/hec,  d{f- 
charging  their  Waters  through  the  fame  into  the  Sej|  and  for  altering  ard  improv- 
ing the  Navigation  of  the  f^id  River  Welland,  by  meant  of  a  new  Cut*  to  commence 
below  a  certain  Piace  called  the  Refervoir,  and  to  be  carried  from  thence,  through 
the  enclofed  Marfiies  and  open  Salt  Marfbea,  into  W)b«rroQ  Roads,  between  the 
Port  of  Bot^on  and  a  Place  called  the  Scalp,  and  for  difpofingof  the  Bare  or  White 
Sands  adjoining  to  the  fai^  River,  and  for  building  a  Bridge  over  the  faid  Cot. 

An  A6t  for  paving  and  othcrwife  improving  the  Town  of  Abergavenny,  and  the 
Limits  thereof,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth. 

An  A6k  to  amend  and  enlarge  the  Powers  of  an  A^„  pafTed  in  tha  Twenty* 
eighth  Yearof  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  '^  An^£^  for  the  better 
**  paving,  cleanfing,  and  lighting  the  Town  of  Cambridge,  for  removing  and  pre- 
*^  venting  ObftiuAions  and  Annoyances,  and  for  widening  the  Streets,  Lanety  and 
•  other  Hallagei,  within  the  faid  Town." 

An  A£k  for  building  a  new  Bridge  over  the  River  Parrett,  within  the  Borough 
of  Bridgwater,  in  the  County  of  Somerfet,  and  for  repairing,  maintaining,  and  ex- 
tending the  Quay!  in  the  Port  of  Bridgwater  ar'orefatd,  for  abolifting  the  ancient  and 
accullomed  Duties,  and  for  impofing  certain  new  CHities  at  the  Port  of  Bridgwater 
•forefaid  inftead  thereof;  for  regulating  the  Moorings  and  Stations  pi  Ships  and 
VcHlU  in  ibe  faid  Poit^  and  for  impofing  a  certain  Toll  on  Hoiiea,  Carriages,  and 
Cattk. 

An  A^  for  allowing  the  Iiercife  of  an  Invention  of  a  new  Method  of  tanning 
Hides  and  Skins. 

An  AA  to  enable  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  his  Majeff y*s  Treafury  to  afcertain 
what  Sum  (ball  be  paid  into  his  Majefty *s  £achequer,  in  full  SaiisfaiSlion  of  the  DebC 
due  on  the  Mtrtgage  made  by  the  late  John  Gardner  Kemrys,  Ef^q.  in  truft  for  the 
late  Right  HoAourab  e  Richar<<  ^^S^Tf  tn  cate  it  (hall  appear. to  rhe  laid  Lnrds  Com- 
jniffioners  that  it  will  be  necelTiry  to  refort  to  rbe  mortgaged  Premifes,  m  order  to 
tecover  the  Balance  due  from  the  faid  Richard  Rigby  to  his  Majefty. 

An  Aft  for  amending,  widening,  altering,  improving,  and  keeoins  in  repair,  the 
Road  from  Wolverhampton,  in  the  County  of  Stafix>rd,  tolvetfey  Barik,  10  the  Pariih 
tf  Blinahill,  in.the  laid  County*  '  . 

4  An 
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Afl  AA  for  €o»ttfliiing  the  Term,  and  altering  iii4  enlarging  the  Powett  of 
fereral  A£b  of  Paritanent  therein  mentioned^  fo  far  ai  the  fame  relate  to  th^ 
repairing  and  amending  of  the  Roads  leading  from  Leedt,  Chroogh  Bradford 
and  Horton*  and  threoth  Bowling  and  Wibfey,  to  Halifat,  and  al'fo  the  Roadi 
called  Bowling  Lane  and  Little  Hofton  Lane,  in  the  Weft  kidtog  of  the  Ceu^  of 
York. 

An  ACt  for  aiore  effieAaally  ameiidifig,  widening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the 
Eoadt  leading  from  the  Town  of  Tewkrfliaiy,  in  the  County  of  GkmoeAer,  to  the 
feveral  Places  therein  mentioned,  being  the  Firft  Diftri£t  of  Roadi  defcribed  in  Tw» 
Afts  ^  Parliament,  pafled  in  the  Twenty^ninth  Year  of  the  Rrign  of  hit  late  Ma* 
jcfty  King  George  the  Second,  and  the  Fourth  Year  of  the  Reiga  of  hit  prefcne 
Majeftyt  and  for  altering  the  Courfe  of  Part  of  the  faid  Roads,  and  alfo  for  making 
ind  keeping  in  repair  a  Road  from  Simmood's  Ford  Brook  to  the  Turnpike  Road 
leading  to  Evelham.  in  the  County  of  Worcefter,  at  or  near  Beckford  Inn  in  the  faid 
County  of  Gtoocefter,  and  from  Gotherington  to  the  Turnpike  Road  leading  from 
Cheltenham  to  Stow  on  the  Wold,  at  or  near  Sireford  Inn,  in  the  faid  County  of 
Gloucefter,  and  from  Stump  Crofe,  in  the  Parifli  of  Didbrooky  to  the  Town  of  Stow 
on  the  Wold,  in  the  County  of  GlouceAer  aforefaid. 

An  A€t  for  enlarging  the  Term  and  Powers  of  certain  A6t$  of  ParUameot,  for 
lepairing  feveral  Roads  in  the  Counties  of  Worcefter  and  Warwick,  fo  far  at  related 
to  the  Road  leading  from  the  Town  of  Bromfgrove  to  the  Town  of  Dudley,  in  the 
County  of  Worcefter|  and  for  making  a  more  commodious  Road  near  the  Town  of 
Dudley. 

An  A€t  for  repairing  and  widening  the  Road  from  a  Place  railed  Black  Grore, ' 
in  the  Parifli  of  Rawreth,  over  Battle's  Bridge,  to  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  in  the 
County  of  Eflex. 

An  A€t  for  making  and  repairing*  feveral  Roadi  leading  acrofs  the  Coontf  ol 
Stirling. 

An  A€t  for  making  and  lepairing  certain  Roads  in  the  Conntiei  of  Clackfflaaaii 
end  Perth. 

An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  Term  and  Powers  of  an  Aft,  made  in  the  Fooiteentk- 
.Year  of  the  Retgn  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  intituled,  «  An  Aft  to  continue  the 
*'  Terms  of  Two  Afts,  made  in  the  Twenty- fixth  and  Twenty-fcTenth  Yean  of  the 
*'  Reign  of  hit  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  for  repairing  fcTcral  Roada' 
«<  leading  into  the  City  of  Glafgow,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relate  to  the  Roads  fr  )m  the 
**  City  of  Glafgow  to  Yoker  Bridge,  to  Renfrew  Bridge,  to  the  Three  Mile  Honfef 
<<  to  the  Town  of  Airdrie,  and  from  the  Village  of  Gorballa  to  the  Chapel  of  Cam- 
**  buflaog,  in  the  Counties  of  Lancik  and  Renfrew,*'  fo  far  as  refpeftt  the  Road  from 
the  Toll  Hoofe  in  Paifley  X.ane,  at  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Entry  to  the  New  Bridge 
of  Glafgow,  by  or  near  Park  Houie,  to  the  £aft  End  of  the  Bridge  at  Renfrew, 
and  from  Park  Honfe  to  the  Three  Mile  Houfe  in  the  County  of  Laorrk,  and 
for  more  effeftually  making,  repairing,  widening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  faid 
Roads. 

Juite  XI.  An  Aft  to  enable  the  Commiilloners  of  his  Majefty's  Stamp  Dutiei 
to  iiamp  the  Paper  ufed  for  printing  Newfpapers  thereon  iq  Sheets  of  Single  Demy 
Paper,  inftead  of  Sheets  of  Double  Demy  Paper. 

An  Aft  for  the  better  Madagement  of  the  Land  Revenue  of  the  Crown }  and  for 
tiie  Sale  of  Fee  Farm  and  other  uniinprovable  Rents. 

An  Aft  for  the  further  EncouraBetnent  of  Britifli  Marinera,  and  for  other  Por^ 
pofss  therein  mentioned. 

An  Aft  to  exempt  Ships  of  War,  and  Private  Ships  or  Veflels  of  War,  taken  ar 
Prirr,  from  Payment  of  Dtfty. 

An  Aft  for  direfting  the  Appointment  of  Commifltoners  to  adminifter  certain 
Oaths  and  Detbrations,  required  by  Law  to  be  taken  and  made  by  Pcrfoos  offering 
to  vote  at  the  £  left  ion  oi  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

An  Aft  for  the  Difcharge  of  certain  Infolvent  Debtors. 

An  Aft  for  VAr>-ing  fome  of  the  Provificns  in  an  Aft  of  the  Thirteenth  Year  of 
his  prelcnt  M'tjefty's  Reigr,  refprfting  the  Public  Highways  within  that  Part  of 
Crrai  Britain  calted  England,  which  relate  to  the  Performance  of  Statute  Duty. 

An  Aft  tor  fupplying  ^uch  of  the  French  Iflands  as  may  be  in  hit  MajeAy's  Pof* 
leflioo,  with  the  ievcral  Sorts  of  Corn,  Meal,  Flour,  and  Bifcuit,  neceflaty  for  the 
Mainlcaaocc  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  lilandr. 

Aft 
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Aa  Aft  to  enable  the  Reftor  of  the  Parifh  0/  St.  Stephen,  m  the  City  of  BrifloJ, 
fDr  the  Time  being,  and  the  FeofiVei  of  the  Lands,  Teacmcntv,  and  Hereditamenti| 
helonging  to  the  fame  Parifh,,  to  fell  and  re-convcy  to  the  Mayor,  Burgcflef,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Briftcl,  a  certain  Plot  of  Ground  fitoate  within,  and 
belonging  to,  the  f^id  Parifli,  and  for  applying  the  Monies  arifiog  by  fuch  Sale» 
and  certain  other  Monien^  to  the  Purpofes  of  an  A€t,  patTed  in  the  Fourteenth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  malciog  commodious  Ways  and  P^Hages 
within  the  Parifli  of  Saint  Stephen,  in  the  City  of  Brifto),  and  for  enlarging  th« 
Burying  Ground  belonging  to  the  faid  PariHi. 

An  A€t  for  better  rrguiaring  the  Harbour  of  Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent* 

An  A€t  for  vefting  certain  Mefludges,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditameott,  in 
Trullces  for  the  better  fecuring  his  Ma]cfty*8  Batteries  and  other  Works  in  the 
Counties  of  Kent  and  Devon. 

An  A£t  for  embanking  and  otherwife  fencing  from  the  Sea,  the.  Lands  on  thfl 
Sea  Goads  of  the  Parifli  of  Abeigrle,in  the  County  of  Denbigh,  and  Rhydlan  Marlh» 
in  the  feveral  Pariflies  of  Abergele  aforefaid,  and  of  Saint  Afaph  and  Rhydhin,  and 
Che  Franfhife  of  Rhydlan,  in  the  County  of  Flint,  and  fundry  other  Marihes,  Com* 
mons,  and  Wade  Landi  in  the  fiid  Pariih  of  Rhydlan,  and  in  the  feveral  Pari(hei 
•f  Diferth  and  Melidan,  in  the  faid  County  of  FHnt ;  and  to  cut  and  make  in  or 
through  the  fame,  or  fome  Part  thereof,  one  or  more  Aquedofls,  or  other  Warer 
Courfes  and  Drains  ;  and  to  inclofc,  divide,  and  fell  competent  Parts  of  the  faid  fe- 
deral Marches,  Commons,  and  Wafle  Lands,  to  defray  the  Expences  of  the  faid 
Works ;  and  raife  a  Fond  for  (he  future  Repair  and  Prefervstion  thereof. 

An  Ad  to  continue  the  Term,  and  alter  and  enlarge  the  Powers  of  an  A^^ 
pafTed  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  repairing  and 
widening  feveral  Roads  from  AHermafton,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  to  Bafingftoke^ 
and  from  Aldeimafton  aforefaid  to  the  Turnpike  Road  from  Bafingfiroke  to  An« 
dover,  at  or  near  Worting,  and  to  the  Turnpike  Road  leading  to  Winchefter,  at  Pop* 
ham  Lane,  m  the  Countv  of  Southampton. 

An  A£l  to  c'>n<inue  the  Term,  and  to  reduce  into  One  A€t  the  Powers  of  Four 
leveral  A&s,  paffed  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
Ceorge  the  F.rft,  and  in  the  Ninth  and  Thirty-third  Years  of  theReign  of  bis  late 
Majedy  Kiat  George  the  Second,  and  in  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  pre« 
fent  Majf  dy,  for  repairing  trie  Road  from  Beaconsfield,  in  the  County  of  Bucking- 
ham, to  S token  Church,  in  the  County  of  Oxford. 

An  A£t  lor  amcnHlng  and  keeping  in  repair  the  Road  leading  from  Lyne  Bridge^ 
through  Longtown,  to  the  Scotch  Dyke,  and  from  Lor^town  to  the  Bridge  over  the 
River  of  Sark,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

Ju/y  J,  An  A^  for  more  rffeflually  preferving  Money  or  EffeAs,  in  the  Handt 
of  bis  Ma;edy*s  Subjefl;,  belonging  to,  or  difpofable  by,  Perfons  refident  in  France^ 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  individual  Owners  theieof. 

An  A  A  to  continue  an  Afl,  made  in  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament,  intituled, 
*'  An  A£t  for  eftablifliing  Regulations  refpcAing  Aliens  arriving  in  this  Kingdom, 
*•  or  refident  therein  in  certain  Cafes." 

An  A£t  to  explain  (o  much  of  an  A£lf  made  in  the  Twenty-eighth  Year  of  hit 
prefent  Majefty *s  Reign,  inti  uled,  "  An  A£^  for  the  further  Regulation  of  the 
**  Tria's  of  controverted  Elections  or  Returns  of  Members  to  fcrve  in  Parliament,** 
as  relates  to  the  Time  of  prefenting  certain  renewed  Petitions,  and  taking  the  fame 
into  Confideration. 

An  A 6t  for  amending  fo  much  of  an  A£l,  pafled  in  the  Thirteenth  and  Four- 
teenth Years  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled, 
•<  An  A£k.  for  ordering  the  Forces  in  the  feveral  Counties  of  this  Kingdom,** 'm 
relates  to  the  Militia  of  the  City  of  London }  and  for  the  better  ordering  the  fame. 

An  A6t  for  erecting  a  Penitentiary  Hoofe  or  Houfes  for  confining  and  employ^ 
ing  ConviOs. 

An  A€t  to  continue,  for  a  limited  Time,  and  to  amend  an  A€t,  paiTed  in  the  laft 
$eflion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  **  An  A€t  to  continue,  for  a  limited  Time,  and  to 
^*  amend  feveral  A^s  of  Parliament,  for  regulating  the  (hipping  and  carrying  SUvet 
f '  in  Briliih  Yefiels  from  the  Coad  of  Africa.** 
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TREATY 

Between  his  Britannic  Majcfty,  the  King  of  PruIKa,  and  the 
Statea  General  of  the  United  Provinces.  Signed  at  the 
Hague,  the  19th  of  April  1794. 


T  EURS  Majeftes,   le  Roi  de  la 
■■-'  Grande  Bretagnc  ct  de  Pruffe, 
et  leurt  Hr^ates  PuifTances  les  Etats 
Generavix  de^  Provinces  Unies,  6tant 
anim^es  d'un  memr  defir  d'arrctcr 
les  progre<  du  (ytteme  d*anarchie  et 
de  critncs,  dent  la  focictc  civile  s'eft- 
vue   mena9e<.',   et   louhaitant  de  fe 
concerter  pour  foutenir  de  la  ma- 
nieic  la  plus  efiicace  la  caufe  com- 
mune ians  laquelle  el  les  Ic  trouvent 
cngagees,     tn    conftquence    de    la 
guerrt  "iniufte  et  cmelle  que  les  pcr- 
lonnes  qui  cxei^eiit  ks  pOiVOif:*  du 
gouverncmeni  en  France  on'  rufci'.cs 
a    plufieurs    grand  s  puiiTances   dc 
TEuicpe,  font  convcnues  a  la  luite 
des   Uaifons   d^am  ti^   et   d'aihance 
qui  it:s  untfTfn:  (i  heurenfement,  de 
conduic  le  prefent  traits ;  et,  pour 
cet  cfFet,  ciles  ont  nomm^  leurg  Pie- 
nipot^ntiaisfs  refpeflifsy  f^avolrt   fa 
Majelte  Britannique,  le  Lord  Baron 
de  Malnieft>ury,  Pair  du*  Roy  auntie 
de  la  Grande  Bic't>^ne,  Confeiller 
Prive,  Chevalier  de  TOrdredu  Bain ; 
fa  Majeite  PruflTienne,  le  Sieur  Chre- 
tien Henri  Curcc,  Comte  de  Haug- 
wiz,  fon  Miniliie  d'Etat,  de  Guerre, 
et  du  Cabinet,  Chevalier  de  TOrdre 
de  r  Aigle  Rouge ;  ct  leurs  Hautet 
PuiiTances  les   Kiats  Gene  aux  des 
Provinces  Unies,  les  Sieurs  Laurent 
Pierre  van  de  Spiegel,  Confeil'erPen- 
iionnairc  de  la  Province  de  Hollande 
et  de  Weft  Frife,  Garde  des  S^eaux 
dc  la  dite  Province,  et  (on  Deput^ 
a  rAiTembl^e  des  Etats  Gcncraux> 
et  Henri  Fagel,    Greffier   de  leurs 
Hautes  Puiflances :  Lefquels,  apres 
.t*etre   commvniques    leurs    plein- 
pouvoirs 


q^HEIR   Majefties   the  King  of 
-^    Great  Britain  and  of  Pniflia,  and 
their  High  Mightinefles  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
bein?  animated  by  the  fame  deHre  of 
putting  a  flop  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
fyftcm  of  anajchy  and  crimes  hv 
which  civil  fociety  has  been  menaced, 
and  being  defirous  of  concerting  to« 
gether  to  fupport,  in  the  moft  effec- 
tual manner,  the  common  caufe  in 
wuich  they  are  engaged,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  the  unjutt  and  cruel  war, 
which  the  perfons,  who  exercife  the 
powers  of  government   in   France, 
have  raifed  up  againft  feveral  of  the 
great  powers  of  Europe,  haveaf?r%red, 
in  conformity  to  the  bonds  of  friencf- 
fhip  and  alliance,  which  fo  happily 
unite  them,  to  conclude  the  preient 
treaty ;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  they 
have  named  their  refpe6\ive  Plenipo- 
tentiaries* to  wit,  his  Britannic  Ma^ 
jefty,  the  Lord  Baron  or  M  dmclbury, 
a  Peer  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,   Privy  Counfellor,  Knight 
of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  5  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty,    the   Sieur   dreritn 
Henry  Curce,  Count  de  Haug^^iz, 
his  Minifter  of  State,  of  War,  and  of 
the  Cabinet,  Knight  of  the  Order  of 
the  Red    Eagle;    and   their    High 
Mightineffes  the  States  General  of 
the   United  Provinces,    the   Sieurs 
Laur.ot^   Pierre    Van    de    Spiegel, 
Counfellor,  Penfionary  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefe- 
land,  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and  De- 
puty of  the  i<iid  Province  at  the  Af- 
Ctmbly  of  the  States  General,  and 
Henry  Fageiy  Greffier  of  their  High 
a  .  MigU- 
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pouvairs  rfpcflifs,  ont  urdte  k$ 
articiet  Auvans. 


AliriCLE  I. 

Sa  Ma)eft^  le  Roi  de  Pnifie  t*en- 
gage  a  f  jarnir  une  annee>  aui  iera 
compofce  dc  roizantedeox  millc  qua- 
tie  ceiM  hoamieSy  confonneineot  au 
tableau  qu*eUe  a  fait  rtmcttre  aux 
Miniftret  dct  Puiflancet  Maritimet ) 
Icquel  tabkau  fera  cenfe  faire  partie 
du  pi^ient  trait^.  Cette  ami^  ref- 
tera  rcunie  fintt  nn  Chrf  Pruflicn,  tt 
agira  de  la  mani^  la  plus  efficace 
cootre  rrnnemi  commuiif  foit  fepa- 
swntncnt  loit  conjoi ntementy  avec  un 
corps  dc  tronpest  a  la  foldedes  Puif* 
lances  Maritimef,  ou  de  Punc  dVlies. 
La  dite  armcc  fera  et  reAcra  com- 
lUettei  autant  que  pofllble,  et  die 
iera  employ^  d^apres  on  concert 
niilitaire  entre  fa  Majeft^  Britan- 
nique»  fa  Majcft^  Pruflienne,  et  Icurt 
Hautea  Puiflancet  let  Etatt  Q€n€' 
raux  det  Provinces  Untet/ia  oti  il 
iera  jugc  le  phtt  convenable  aux  in* 
t^rett  des  Puiflancet  MaricimcD. 
Cette  arince  fera  rendue  au  lieu  de 
h  dcftinacion  le  vingt-quatre  Mayi 
Tan  dix  fept  cent  nonante  et  ouatret 
ou  plutdt  n  fatrr  (e  peut.  Bile  fera 
pourvue  des  pieces  de  campagne, 
avec  leur  attiraii»  ainA  que  det 
tentcsi  etdetout  requtppenientmi- 
litaiie  neceflaire  pour  a^u*  en  cam- 
pagne. 


AXTICLE  11. 

II  eft  conrenu  par  les  hautet  par* 
ties  contraAantcs,  que  les  troupea 
que  fa  Majefl^  Pruflttnne  doit  four- 
nir  a  fa  Majelie  Britannique>  ct  a 
]mrs  Halites  Puiflances>  en  vertu 
des  traites  d^alliance  refpcf^ift  entre 
fa  Majeti^  Pruflieiine  et  les  Puif- 
fauces  Maritimett  feront  comprifet 
dans  cette  arm^e  de  foixante  deux 
millc  quatre  cens  hommeSf  et  qu^en 
employant  la  dite  arm^e  de  la  ma- 
nitre  ^noncce  dans  le  prefcnt  trait^, 
fa  Majeftt  Pruflienne  fera  cenfce 
avoir   fourni    a   ict  Mauts  Alli^t 

lea 


Mightiness:  Wbo^  after  haWn^ 
communicated  to  each  other  their  iv- 
fpeA'ive  full  powert,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  aitidct. 

AXTICLE  I. 

Hit  Majeftj  the  Kii^  of  PnilSa 
engages  to  furntfti  an  army,  which 
ihall  be  compofcd  offixty-twothoo- 
fand  four  hundred  men,  conformably 
to  the  eftablifliment  which  he  has 
caufed  to  be  dehvercd  to  the  Miniflers 
of  the  Maritime  Powers  ;*wbich  eftar 
bliihment  fliall  be  confidered  as  mak- 
ing part  of  the  prefcnt  treaty.   This 
army  fliall  remain  united  under  a 
Pruflian  Commander,  and  Ihall  ad, 
in  the  raoft  efft£hial  manner,  againft 
the  common  enemy,  either ieparately,  ' 
or  jointly,  with  a  body  of  troops,  in 
the  pay  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  or 
of  one  of  them.    The  laid  army 
fiiall  be  and  ihall  remain  at  compleu 
at  poflSble,  and  (hall  be  emplc^ed, 
according  to  a  concert  on  military 
points,  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  and  their 
High  Miehtinefi'et  the  States  Gene- 
ralof  the  United  Provincet,  wherever 
it  fliall  be  judged  to  be  rooft  fultable 
to  the   Intercltt    of  the  Maritime 
Powert  X  This  armv  ihall  arrive  at 
the  place  of  its  demnation  on  the 
twenty -fourth  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  tnoufand    feven  hundred   and 
ninety-four,  or  fooner  if  poiCble.    It 
ihall  be  provided  with  fleld-piecea 
with  their  carriages,  and  alfo  with 
the  tents  and  all  military  equipments 
neceflary  for  a6ting  In  the  neld. 

ARTICLE  II. 

It  it  agreed  by  the  high  cdntraA- 
tng  parties,  that  (he  troops  which 
his  Pruilian  Majefty  is  bound  to  fur- 
niih  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  to 
their  High  Mightinefies,  by  virtue 
of  the  refpefiive  treaties  of  alliance 
betvreen  his  Pruflian  Majcify  andthe 
Maritime  Powers,  ihall  be  compriicd 
in  this  army  of  iixty-two  thoufand 
four  hundred  men;  and  that,  by 
employing  the  faid  army  in  the 
manner  declared  in  this  prelent 
treaty,  his  Pruflian  Majefty  fhali  be 
deemed  to  have  fumiflKd  to  hit  hi^h 
allies 


les    fecourf 
tnutes. 


ftipules 
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allies  the  Aiccours  ftipulated  hi  the 
faid  treaties. 


ARTICLE  ni. 

Pour  faciliter  a  fa  Majeft£  Pruf- 
fienne  les  mo^ens  d^agir  avec  vi* 
gueuTy  ct  conformement  aux  fenti- 
i^ens  de  zele  et  dUnt^ret  dont  elle  eft 
animee  pour  la  caufe  commune,  fa 
Majefte  Britantiique,  ct  leurs  Hautes 
Fui0ances,  font  convenues  de  four- 
nir  a  fa  MajeftI  Pruflienneun  fubfide 
de  cinquante  mille  livret  (lerlingf 
par  moiSf  jufqu^a  la  fin  de  la  pre- 
iente  ann^y  et  a  compter  du  com- 
mencement du  mois  dans  lequci  ce 
prefeat  traits  eft  C\gn6, 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sa  Majeft^  Britannique  et  leurt 
Hautes  Puiflances  payeront  a  fa 
Majefte  Pruftiennei  d^s-a-prefent, 
tine  ibmme  de  trois  cent  mille  livres 
fieri ingSy  pour  Paider  a  fournir  aux 
fratx  de  retahliflement  et  aux  pre- 
mieres depenfes  neceflaires  pour  met« 
tre  Tarmee  ci-deflus  menuonn^e  en 
ctat  de  mobilite,  et  pour  la  porter 
(ur  les  points  ou  elle  deyroit  agir  $ 
et,  a  l^epoque  du  retour  des  dites 
troupes,  fa  Majefte  Britannique  et 
leurs  Hautes  Puiflances  payeront  de 
plus  a  fa  Majeft6  Pnmtenne  une 
fomme  de  cent  mille  livres  fterlings 
pour  les  fraix  de  ce  retour  de  Tarmce 
dans  Icj  ctats  de  fa  Majefte  Pruf- 
fienne.  Le  dit  jpayement  ppur  les 
fraix  de  retabliffemcnt  et  mobillte, 
fe  fera  immediatement  apres  i*echange 
des  ratifications,  auffi  bien  quecelui 
du  premier  fubfide,  a  payer  par 
mois,  de  cinquante  mille  livres  fter- 
lings.  Les  mois  fuivans  feront  ac- 
quitt6s  par  avance,  au  commence- 
ment dc  chaque  mois.  Tous  ces 
payemens  feront  efFe6lues  a  Btrlin, 
par  les  Puiflances  Maritimes  iWon 
tcl  anangcment  dont  elles  convicn- 
dront  entr'  elles,  ct'^la  livre  fterling 
fera  evaluee  a  fix  ecus  eu  Frederics 
d^or. 


ARTICLE   V. 

L«  fubfide  et  les  payemens  ci-def- 

fus  mcntioQn«8  doivcnt  fupplcer  a 

6  toutes 


ARTICLE  III. 
In  order  to  facilitate  to  his  Pruf* 
fian  Majefty  the  means  of  afting  with 
vigour,  and  conformably  to  the  feii*- 
timents  of  zeal  and  concern  with 
which  he  is  animated  f  >r  the  common 
caufe,  his  Britannic  Majefty  and 
their  High  Mightineffes  agree  to  fur- 
nifh  to  his  PrufHan  Majefty  a  CuhCidy 
of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ocr 
month,  until  the  end  of  the  prefent 
year,  and  to  be  reckoned  firom  the 
beginning  of  the  month  in  which  the 
prefent  treaty  is  figned. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

His  Britafinic  Majefty  md  their 
High  Mightineffes  will  pay  to  hit 
Pruflian  Majefty,  immediately,  the 
fum  of  three  hundred,  thoufand 
pounds  fierling,  to  cfiable  hira  to 
defray  the  charge  of  completing  the 
above-mcntiond  army,  and  the  fiiift 
expeocet  neceflary  for  putting  it  in  t 
ftate  of  aftion,  and  for  carrying  it 
to  the  place  where  it  is  to  aft ;  and^ 
at  the  period  of  the  return  of  th^ 
faid  troops,  his  Britannic  Majefty 
and  their  High  Mightinef&s  wiU 
moreover  pay  to  his  Pruflian  Ma- 
'jefty  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling  for  the  expencea 
of  the  return  of  the  army  into  the 
territories  of  his  Pruf&an  Majefty* 
The  faid  payments,  fortheexpcnces 
of  completing  and  putting  the  traopa 
into  motion,  fhall  oe  made  immedi« 
ately  after  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications,  as  well  as  that  of  the  firft 
fubfidy,  to  be  paid  monthly,  of  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  The  following 
months  fhall  be  dif charged  in  ad- 
vance, at  the  beginning  of  each 
month.  All  thefe  payments  fhall. 
be  made  at  Berlin  by  the  Maritime 
Powers,  agreeiMy  to  fuch  arrange:^ 
ment  as  they  fhall  agree  upon  be- 
tween themfelves$  and  the  pound 
fterling  fhall  be  reckoned  at  fix 
crowns  in  Frederics  d'or. 

ARTICLE   V. 

,    The  at^ove-mentioned  fubfidy  and 

payments  fhall  fatisfy  all  demands 

which 
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toutet  demandes    que   fa   Majeft^ 
Pnifiienne  pourroit  taire  a  la  charge 
des  PuilTances  Maritirocs,  pour  \t% 
depenfes  lie  Tarmcc ;  toutca  ces  de> 
penfes,  de  aiielque  nature  qu*cllet 
pourroicnt  etre,  devant  etfe    fup- 
porteeft  par  fa  M.»jvftt  Pruflienne, 
arcc  la  urule  exception  des  fraix  du 
pain  et  du  f'ourage,  qui  feront  four- 
nis  par  le^Puiflances  Maritimes^tant 
ixnir  \c%  Uente  mille  quatre  ctns 
nommes  que  fa  Majeil^  PruiTienne 
s*engage  a  employer  au  dela  det  fc- 
cour«  ittpu)t:»  que  pour  cesfecours 
memes,    il'une    manicre    conforme. 
aux  termeft  des  traitcs  d'alliance  re- 
(pe£tiveaient  fubfiftansentrelet  Puif- 
lancet  Maritimes  etfa  dire  Majefie. 
Mais,  pour  eviter  les  difficultes  qui 
pourroient  iurvenir  rclativement  aux 
t'ourniflemen^  de  ces  articles  en  na- 
ture, les  hautes  parties  contrail  antes 
font  convenues,  qu'il  y  fera  fuppl^ 
en  areent,  en    Tevaluant  a   raifon 
d*uneTtvreetdouze  fchellings  (argent 
fterlingd'Angleterre)  parmois,  pour 
chaque  homme  des  Ibixante  deux 
mille  quatre  tens  a  fournir  par  fa 
Majeft6  Prti(ri<>nne,  felon  le  tableau 
ci-deiTus  mention nej  et  lepaytroent 
de  cette  fomnie  fe  fera  par  avance,  au 
commencement  de  chaque  moit,  de 
]a  meme  maniere  que  celui  du  Tub- 
iide,  et  commtncera  le  meme  jour. 
Mais  s*il  an  ive  par  la  fu^te,   qu'il 
(bit  fait,  d^apies  le  confentement  des 
Hautes  Parties  Contra^ntes,  quel- 
que  variation  dans  les  proportions  re- 
fpeflives  d'inf3nterie,decavalerie»  et 
crartillerie,  ^tablie  par    le  dit  ta- 
bleau  ;  dans  ce  cas  la,  il  fera  fait  une 
nouvelle evaluation  de  la  diie  fubven- 
tion  pecuniaire,  I'uivant  la  nouvelle 
proportion  des  rations  et  portions 
qui  pourroit  refulter  de  <a  dite  vari- 
ation, aiin  que  la  dite  evaluation  ne 
fbit  pas  au  dela  des  depenfes  rtelits 
occaiionnees  par  Ic  Ibui-nilTement  des 
articles  dont  il  eft  queltion,  felon  la 
proportion  des  hommes  et  des  chc- 
vaux  qui  ieront  employes. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

II  eft  convenu  que  toutes  les  con- 

? metes  faites  par  cette  arnice  feront 
dlici  aux  Doms  des  deux  PuifTances 
Marl- 


which  his  PniffianMajeAy  might  be 
entitled  to  make  upon  the  Maritime 
Powers    for  the  czpences  of»  the 
army  $  all  theic  expcnces>  of  what 
nature  foever  they  may  be»  being  tp 
be  defrayed  by  his  Pruflian  Majefty, 
with  the  exception  only  of  the  ex* 
pences  of  bread  and  forage,  which 
ftiall  be  fumiihed  by  the  Maritime 
Powers,  as  well  for  the  thiny-five 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  whom 
his  Piuilian  Majelly  engages  to  cm- 
ploy  over  and  above  the  ftipulated 
luccours,  as  for  thofe  luccouf s  them- 
ftlves,  in  a  manner  conformable  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaties  of  alliance 
fubliliing    between   the    Maritime 
Powers  and  his  faid  Majefty.  But,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  difficviites  which 
might  arife  relative  to  the  furni filing 
of  thefe  articles  in  kind,  the  high 
contra^ing  parties  agree  that  this 
expence  (hall  be   fatisbed  ill  money, 
reckoning  at  the  rate  of  one  pound 
twelve  ihiliingtt  (ftcrling  money  of 
Engbnd)  per  month,  for  each  man 
of  the  fixty-two  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred to  be  furniAied  by  his  Pruflian 
Majelly,  according  lo  the  eftablifli- 
ment  herein  before  mentioned ;  and 
the  payment  of  this  fum  Ihall   be 
made  in  advance,  at  the  beginning 
of  each  month,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  that  of  the  fubfidy,  and  fliall  be- 

fin  the  fame  day.  But,  if  it  Iball 
appen  in  futuie  that  any  variation 
ihall  be  made,  b^  confent  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  in  the  refpeClive 
proportions  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery,  lettled  b^  the  faid  eftabliih- 
ment  $  in  liich  cale  a  new  valuation 
of  the  aforelaid  pecuniary  aid  fiiail 
be  made,  according  to  the  new  pro- 
poition of  rations  and  portions  which 
may  reiiilt  trom  the  faid  variation, 
fo  that  the  faid  valuation  may  not  be 
beyond  tlie  actual  expences  occaHoned 
by  the  fumifhing  of  the  articles  in 
quelHon,  according  to  the  propor-  . 
tion  ot  men  and  horfes  which  Ihall 
be  employed. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

It  is  agreed,   that   all  conquers 
made  by  this  army  ihall  be  made  in 
the  names  of  tlie  two  Maritime  Pow- 
ers, 


PRUSSIAN  TREATY* 


Marttimei)  et  refteront  a  leur  difpo- 
fition  pendant  le  court  dt  la -guerre 
ct  ii  la  pais>  pour  en  fiire  tel  ufage 
€iu*ellet  jugmut  alort  Ic  plus  con- 
%cDable. 

ARTICLB  VII. 
Les  deux  PuiflancetMaritlmet 
aonmieront  deux  ptrfonnet  charg^ 
de  refider  en  leurs  nonati  au  quartier 
g6n^ral  de  Tann^e  Pruflienne,  pour 
entretaiyir  la  cenimunication  eC  cor- 
refpondance  neceflairet  cntre  let 
ann€s  reCpeAirea. 

ARTICLB   YIII. 

Ce  tratt6  durera  dans  toot  (on 
ctendtie,  jufqu^a  la  (in  de  la  prefiaite 
•nnee,  mille  fept  cent  nonante  et 
qoatre. 

ARTICLB   IX. 
Le  prefent  traits  fera  ratifi^  de 
jntrt  et  d*autre,  et  Techange  det  rati- 
fications, fe  fera  dans  Tefpace  d*un 
nois,  ou  plutot  (i  faire  fepeut. 


ersi  and(h^  ftpnain  at  their  dilporal 
during  the  courie  of  the  war,  and^ 
at  the  peacci  to  be  made  fuch  ule  of 
as  they  fliail  then  judge  moftpropv* 


£n  foi  de  quoi,  nous  Plenipoten- 
tiaires  de  fa  Majeft^  Britan- 
nicjuey  et  de  fa  Majeft^  Pruffi- 
eiine,  et  des  Seigneurs  Etats 
G^n^rauxdes  Provinces  Unies^ 
en  vertu  de  nos  pouvoirs  re- 
fpe6lifs,  avoni  figai  le  preftste 
trait^>  et  y  avons  fait  appofer 
le  cachet  de  nos  armes. 


Fait  a  la  Haye,  le  dix-neuf  d'A- 
vrily  Tan  de  Grace,  mil  fept  cent 
quatre  vingt  quatorze. 


(L.  S.)  Malmesbvrt. 

(L.  S.)  L.  P.  VAN  deSfiegbl. 

ARTICLE   8EPARB. 

Les  Plenipotentiaires  de  leurs 
Hautes  Puiflances  n'ayant  pas  cm 
pouvoir  contrafler  dans  le  moment 
aftuel  des  engagemens  retativement 
au  payement  des  fubfides  ftjpul^s 
dans  le  prefent  trait6  au  deia  du 
ternne  de  la  prefente  ann^e,  ce  tmite 
n*a  et^  conclu  que  pour  ce  terme. 

Vol.  III.  Mais 


ARTICLE   VII. 

The  two  Maritiinc  Powers  Aall 
name  two  per£ms  consmiffioncd  to 
refide  in  their  names  at  the  bead 
quarters  of  the  Ptrufiian  army.,  to 
keep  up  the  neccffiuy  communication 
and  correfpondence  between  the  rc- 
ipeftire  armies. 

ARTICLB   Vltl. 

This  treaty  ihall  continue  in  itt 
full  force  until  the  end  of  the  prefent 
year  one  thoufaad  levcn  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

ARTICLB  IX. 

The  prefent  treaty  fhail  bt  ratified 
by  all  parties,  and  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  fhall  be  made  in  the 
iMcc  of  one  month,  or  iboner  if  pof- 

In  witnefs  of  which,  we,  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  his  Britannjc 
Majefty,  and  of  his  Pruiiian 
Majefty,  and  of  the  Lords  States 
General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, by  virtue  of  our  refpec- 
tive  powers,  have  figned  the 
prefent  treaty,  and  hove  there- 
unto  affixed  the  fcal  of  our 
arms. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the.  19th  of 
April)  in  the  year  of  Grace  ona 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

(L.  8.)  Haugwiz. 
(L.  S.)  H.  Paobl. 

tBPARATB   ARTICLE. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  their  High 
MightineiTes  not  having  thought 
themfelves  empowered  to  contra^, 
at  the  prefent  moment,  any  engage- 
ments relative  to  the  payment  of  the 
fabfidies  ftipulated  in  the  prefent 
treaty,  beyond  the  term  of  the  preient 
year,  this  ueaty  has  beta  concluded 
b  only 
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Mtit  Icurt  Majcftes  Britvmimie  ct 
Pniificnne  d^finmt  de  eontinucr  Vtfkt 
det  cngagemcns  fufdits  julqu^a  la 
§ai  de  la  guoTC)  t^entendrunt  ulteri- 
cuf-Qdicnty  taut  cntrVUeSy  qu*avec 
leurt  Hautes  Puidinces,  fur  Ic  re- 
nouvclkmoit  du  prefent  trait^  pour 
mutant  ^uc  la  guerre  durera,  auz 
nieiiie*  conditioiu  qui  y  font  enon- 
c6cs,  ^  rapport  aux  troupes,  a  leur 
cmploi,  et  au  payenient  det  fubfides 
ci-oeflut  mentionneety  ainfi  qu*an 
fouTDiileiDent  du  pain  et  du  fburage, 
conformement  a  Particle  V.  du  traitd 
fans  toute-fois  rien  ajouter  pour  !es 
firaix  du  retablifleraent,  ou  pour  ceuz 
de  la  mobility  des  troupes. 


Fait  a  la  Haye«  le  dix-neuf  d*A- 
vril,  Tail  de  Grace,  mil  fept 
cent  quatre  vingt  quatorze. 


(L.  S.)  Malmisbuht. 


only  for  that  tenn ;  bot  their  BriCis* 
nic  and  Prufiian  Majeftics,  bciw 
dcfirous  of  continuing  the  effeA^x 
tfaeatorefaid  engagements  until  tbe 
end  of  the  war,  will  enter  into  fur- 
ther concert,  as  well  between  them- 
felves  as  with  their  High  Migkti- 
neflei,  for  the  renewal  of  the  prefimt 
treaty,  for  fo  long  as  the  war  flkaU 
laft,  on  the  faihe  conditions  as  are 
therein  declared  with  refpcf^  to  the 
troops,  to  their  employment,  and  to 
the  payment  of  the  aiforefaid  fubfi- 
dies,  as  well  as  to  the  fumifhia^ 
bread  and  forage,  confonnablv  tQ 
article  V.  of  the  treaty  $  without 
however  adding  any  thing  for  the 
expences  of  completing  the  troopa, 
or  for  thofe  of  putting  them  in  mo- 
tion. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  nineteenth 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  Grace 
one  thoufandfeven  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

(L.  $.}  Havcwib. 


CONVENTION 

Between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces.  Signed  at  the  Hague,  the  19th  of  April 
1794. 


SA  Majefte  BriUnnique,  et  let 
Seigneurs  Etats  Generaux  del 
Provinces  Unies,  d^firant  de  mettie 
fa  Majefte  Pruflienne  en  ebt  de 
pouiTer  arec  vigueur  la guene,  dans 
Uqudle  la  plupart  des  puiflances  de 
r£urope  fe  trouvcnt  engagces,  par 
rinjufte  aggreflion  de  ceux,  qui  ont 
exerc6  Ics  pouvoirs  du  gouveme- 
roent  en  France,  une  negotiation  a 
^{6  entaroee  pour  cet  effet  a  Berlin, 
laquelle  ayant  depuis  6t6  transferer 
a  la  Haye,  y  a  ct6  termince  par  ie 
tmitcdeiubfide,  conclu  ce  jourd'hui, 
par  lequel  les  Puiflisinces  Maritimet  . 
Ic  font  engagces  a  fouriiir  a  fa  Ma- 
jefte PruflPienne  Iss  foromes  mention- 

n6et 


pjIS  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
^  Lords  the  State*  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  defuing  to  put  hit 
Pruftian  Majefty  into  a  htuation  to 
profecute  with  vigour  the  wjr,  in 
which  the  greateft  part  of  the  powers 
of  Europe  find  themfclves  engaeed, 
through  the  unjuft  aggreflion  ot  tnofc 
who  have  exercifed  the  powers  of  go*> 
vernment  in  France,  a  negotiation 
has  been  opened  for  this  pui-pofe  at 
Berlin,  which  having  lince  been 
transferred  to  the  Hague,  has  been 
there  terminated  by  the  treaty  of- 
fubfidy,  concluded  this  day,  by 
whjch  the  Maritime  Powers  have  en- 
gaged themfelves  to  furni/h  to  bis 
PruilUa 
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^ef  dani  le  fufBit  tTz\i6,  aux  fins 
qui  «'y  trouvent  ^galemcnt  ^nonc^s. 
A  la  lliite  (ie  ce  traiie,  la  Maje(t6 
Brita  iiiiquci  et  leurs  Hautes  h'uif- 
fanccs  ks  Seigneurs  Etats  Ge.ie- 
raux  des  Provincts  Unics,  deiirant 
dc  s'entendie  iilrerleureincnt  entre 
dies  liir  k  repartition  des  dites 
fomme:>  a  touniir  a  C.\  MajelU  Pruf- 
fier.ne,  ont  fLlblu  iie  conclure  a  cet 
effpt,  ciiirc  clica,  Ja  piclentc  con- 
vention, et  ont  nommc  en  conie- 
quence,  i9avoir,  ia  Majefte  Britan- 
niqur,  le  L.>rd  Baron  de  Malmef- 
bury,  Pa*r  du  Royaume  de  la  Grande 
Bretagnc,  Conlciller  Priv6,  ct  Che- 
Talit-r  de  I'Ordre  du  Bain  j  et  leurs 
Hautes  PinfTances  les  Etats  Gcnc- 
r«ux,  ks  Sieurs  Laurent  Pierre  van 
de  dpiegel,  Cunleiller  Penfionnaire 
de  la  Province  d'Holtandeetde  Weft 
Frife,  Garde  de  Sc<-aux,  et  Depute 
de  la  (lite  Province  a  rAflembl^e  des 
Etats  Gciieraux,  et  Henri  Pagel, 
Grctfier  de  leurs  Hautes  PuilTances ; 
Lefquels,  a4»res  s*erre  communiques 
leurs  pleiifpjuv  irs  refpe^ifs,  et  les 
avoir  trouv^s  en  bonne  et  due  former 
ent  an  etc  les  aiticles  fuivaos. 


ARTICLE  X. 
I^urs  Hautes  PulfTances  les  Etats 
Gdn^raux  tbumiront  pour  Icur  quote- 
part  de  h  fomme  entiere  a  p^yer  a 
fa  Majefte  PrufTienne^  pour  la  mettre 
en  etat  de  remplir  les  engagemens 
qu'ellc  a  contraries  par  le  traitc  de 
iubfide,  conclu  et  fign^  ce  JQurd''hul, 
la  fomme  de  quatre  cens  mille  livres 
ileriings,  d'apres  la  meme  evalua- 
tion qui  fe  trouve  ftipulee  dans  le 
Aifdit  trait6 ;  laquelle  fomme  fera 
partag^e,  de  man i ere  que  cent  mille 
livres  fterlings  feront  afFe6tc8  pour 
fubvenir  a  une  par  tie  des  depenfes 
defignees  dans  le  dit  traitc  fous  le 
nom  de  "  Fraix  de  retabliffement, 
••  de  mobilite  et  de  retour,'*  tandis 
que  les  t^ois  cent  mille  livres  reftans 
feront  divifes  en  neufs  portions 
egales,  pour  fubvenir  en  partie  aux 
4epenfcs  du  pain  et  du  fourage,  fui- 

vavt 


PrufTian  Majeily  the  fums  fpeclfied 
In  the  above-mentioned  treaty,  to  the 
ends  which  are  alfo  announced  in  it. 
In  consequence  of  this  treaty  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty  and  their  High  Mieh- 
tineifes  the  Lords  States  Generalof 
the  United  Provinces/  defiling  to 
come  to  a  further  undcrftanding  be* 
twcen  themfelves  upon  the  reparti- 
tion of  the  faid  films  to  be  fumilhed 
to  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  have  re- 
folved  to  conclude  for  that  purpoie, 
between  themfelves,  the  pre/ent  Con- 
vention, and  have  named  in  confe- 
quence,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  the  Lord  Baron  Malmef- 
bury,  Peer  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  a  Privy  Counfellor,  and 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  j 
and  their  Hic;h  Mightipefles  the 
States  General,  the  Sieurs  Laurent 
Pierre  van  de  Spiegel,  Couniellor 
Penfionary  of  the  Province  of  Hol- 
land and  of  Weft  Friefland,  Keeper 
of  the  Seals,  and  Deputy  of  the  (aid 
Province  at  the  Allembly  of  the 
States  General,  and  Henri  Fasre], 
Greffier  of  their  High  Mightiness : 
Who,  after  having  mutyally  com- 
municated their  tefpeflive  foil 
powers,  and  having  found  them  in 
good  and  due  form^  have  fettlcdthe 
following  articles, 

ARTICLE  I. 

Their  High  Mightlneffes  the  States 
General  (hall  fumifti  for  their  quoto- 
part  of  the  entire  fum  to  be  paid  to 
his  Pniflian  Majeftv,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
which  he  has  contrafted  by  the  treaty 
of  fubfidy,  concluded  and  (igned  thit 
day,  the  fum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling,  after  the  fame 
valuation  which  is  ftipulated  for  in 
the  above-mentioned  treaty ;  which 
fum  ftiall  be  divided  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  may  be  appropriated  to  an-^ 
fwer  part  or  the  expences  exprefted  in 
the  laid  treaty  under  the  name  of 
*<  Charges  of  completing,  of  putting 
<•  in  motion,  and  of  return,**  whilft 
the  remaining  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  (hall  be  divided  into 
nine  equal  portions,  to  anfwer  in 
ba  part 


PRtrSSIAff  TUSATY. 


nnt  revaloafimi  dtt  dit  traits,  cten 
ptrtic  aux  fubfides  qae  fa  MajefU 
Britanmquey  ct  leura  Haotet  Poif- 
iances,  k  font  engages  par  article 
III.  du  tnit6  a  foiimir  a  (k  Majell6 


ARTICLE  n. 
Comme  les  ctrconftancet  aftuellet 
ne  permetteiit  pat  a  leuri  Haatcs 
Poiflanccs  da  prendre  dea  cngagemaii 
de  fubiide  pour  un  tcrme  iridcfinii  il 
eft  eatenda/  que  la  preientc  coiiTen* 
tion  ne  t^etcndra  pat  au  dela  da 
tame  de  TaiiD^e  courantei  oiaU  fi 
nalbcufeufemcfit  la  gaerre  n*etoit 
|>aa  termio^Cy  alora,  (a  Majeft^  Bri- 
taimiquc  et  let  Etats  G6n£raux  fe 
concerteroient  pourprendrt»  de  tema 
CD  temi»  toatea  Ics  mcAirea  conve- 
nablM  pour  k  renouTeUcmcDt  de 
cette  ccmTetttioD*  et  pour  foutenir 
avec  Wffoear  la  jufte  caufef  dans  la. 
quelle  fa  Majefti  Britannique»  et 
kurs  Hauta  Puiflancfty  fe  trouvcnt 
fDgagto. 

ARTICI.B  fll. 

La  preftnte  '  convention  (era  ra- 

ttfi6e  de  part  et  d^autrei  et  Techange 

det  ratmcationt  ft  fera  dans  l*epace 

d*un  noiij  ou  pliitot  fi  fidre  ie  peut. 

£n  foi  de  quo!,  nous  Plenjpoten* 
tiaiiet  de  fa  Majeft6  Britan- 
nique  et  des  Seigneurs  Etats  G^- 
c6rau^  des  Prorinces  Unies,  en 
Tertu  de  nospouroirs  refpe^lifs, 
avons  figni  fa  prefente  conven- 
tion, et  J  avons  fait  appofer  le 
cachet  de  not  armes* 

Fait  I  la  Haye»  le  dix-ncuf 
d'Avril,  roille  fept  cent  quatre 
vingt  quatorze. 

(L.  S.)  Malmisbvky. 


part  the  expences  of  brea^  aixf 
forase,  according  to  the  ▼aluatioti 
of  the  laid  treaty,  and  in  part  oi 
fubiidy,  which  his  Britannic  Ma* 
jefty  and  their  High  Mightineflet 
hare  engaged  themfelves  by  article 
III.  of  the  treaty  to  fumifli  to  his 
Pruflian  Majefty. 

AKTICLB  II. 

As  the  cxifting  circumftances  do 
not  permit  their  High  Mightineflea 
^o  enter  into  engagements  of  fubfidy 
ifor  an  indefinite  term,  it  is  under- 
ftood,  that  the  preient  conventioa 
will  not  be  extended  beyond  the  term 
of  the  preient  year  s  but,  if  unhap* 
pily  tne  war  Oiould  not  then  dc 
nniflied,  his  Britannic  Majefty  and 
the  Sutes  General  would  confult 
together,  in  order  to  take,  from  time 
to  time,  all  the  adequate  meafnret 
for  renewing  this  convention,  and 
for  fupportin^  with  vigour  the  jnft 
caufe,  in  which  hts  Britannic  Nfa. 
jefty  and  their  High  Mightincflet 
find  themielvct  engs^ged. 


AKTICLB  III. 

The  prefent  convention  ihall  be 
ratified  on  both  fides,  and  the  ex- 
change of  the  testifications  flail  take 
place  in  the  ipace  of  one  month,  or 
iboner  if  it  be  poffible. 

In  faith  of  which,  we.  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  his  Briunnic  Majefty, 
and  of  the  Lords  States  OoBeral 
of  the  United  Provinces,  in 
virtue  of  our  refpefVive  powers, 
have  iigned  the  prefent  convent 
tion,  and  afiixed  to  it  the  ftal 
of  our  arms. 

Bone  at  the  Hague,  the  nioetceorh 
of  April,  one  thoufand  fcven 
hundred  and  ninety*four* 

^L.  S.)  L.  P.  VAN  DE  SriBCB^. 

(L.  S.)  H.  Facel, 
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FIRST  REPORT 


FROM 


The  COMMITTEE   of  SECRECY    of  the 

HOUSE    of  COMMONS. 


The  COMMITTEE  to  whom  the  fcveral  Papers  referred 
to  in  His  Majcft/s  Meflage  of  the  12th  of  May  17941 
and  which  were  prefented  (fealed  up)  to  the  Hoafeyby  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas,  upon  the  12th  and  13th  Days  of  the 
faid  Month,  by  His  Majefty's  Commandi  were  referred  ; 
and  who  were  diredied  to  examine  the  Matters  thereof, 
and  report  the  fame,  as  they  (hould  appear  to  them,  to 
the  Houfe ;  have  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  the  Orders 
of  the  Houfe,  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Matters  referred 
to  them. 

THEY  iindy  on  the  firft  infpe6Uon,  that  the  books  and  papers 
which  they  are  dire£ied  to  examine  contain  a  full  and  authen* 
tic  account  of  certain  proceedings  of  two  Societies,  calling  them- 
felves  The  Society  lor  ConfUtutional  Information,  and  The 
Ijondon  Correfponding  Society,  who  appear  to  be  dofely  con« 
neded  with  other  Societies  in  many  parts  of  Great  Britain,  and  in 
Ireland;  and  the  Committee  al£o  obferve,  from  recent  circum- 
ftancesy  which  hare  already  come  under  their  obfervation,  that  thefe 
proceedings  appear  to  become  every  day  more  and  more  likely  to 
,  nffeft  the  internal  peace  and  fecunty  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to 
require,  iq  the  mod  urgent  manner,  the  immediate  and  vigilant 
attention  of  Parliament. 

The  Committee  have,  therefore,  thought  it  their  indifpenfaUe 
duty,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  general 
Tiew  which  (hey  have  been  enabled  to  form  of  thefe  tranfafbons, 
Itferving  a  more  particular  ftatement  for  a  fubfequent  Report. 

In  the  book  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
ftitutional  Information,  which  was  found  in  tlie  cuftody  of  the 
perfon  ading  as  fecretary  to  the  Society,  there  are  regular  entries 
of  what  paued  on  each  day  of  meeting,  from  the  end  of  the  year 
1 79 1  to  the  pth  of  May  in  the  prefent  year. 

From  theie  it  appears,  that  during  almoft  the  whole  of  that 
Period)  and  with  hardly  any  coniiderable  interval,  except  during 
part  of  the  fummer  in  1 792  and  1 793,  this  Society  has,  by  a  feries 
of  refolutioDS,  publicatloas,  and  corref|>ondcnce,  been  uniformly 

aii4 
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and  fyftematicaDy  purfutng  a  fettled  defign,  which  appears  to  yoor 
Committee  to  tend  to  the  fubvcrnon  of  the  edablifhed  Conftitution» 
and  which  has  of  late  been  more  openly  arowc4>  and  attempted  to 
be  carried  into  full  execution. 

The  principles  on  which  this  defign  is  founded  are  ftrongly  and 
vnequirocaUy  proved,  from  refolutions  formed  as  early  as  the  i8th 
of  May  17929  in  which  the  Society  applaud  the  intention  of  pub- 
lifluog  a  cheap  edition  of  the  Fir  A  and  Second  Parts  of  The  Rights 
of  Man;  and  refolve,  '  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Paine's  Letter  (tn- 
'  forming  them  of  this  intention )  to^^ether  with  thefe  Refolution^ 

*  be  tranfmitted  to  all  the  Affociated  Societies  in  town  and  coon* 

*  try ;   and  that  this  Society  do  congrratulate  them  on  the  firm  as 

*  well  as  orderly  fpirit  and  tranquil  perfeverance  manifcHcd  in  aD 

*  their  proceedings,    and   exhort   them   to  a  Heady  continuance 

*  therein  :'     And  alfo,  •  That  three  thoufand  topics  of  the  Letter 

*  and  Rcfolution  fliould  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Society/ 
This  fingle  circumftancc  ui,iild,  in  the  jiic'pjment  of  your  Commit- 
tee, leave  little  doubt  of  the  real  nature  of  the  defigns  entertained 
by  this  Society :  Their  conduct  in  other  refptds  bas  correfpondcd 
with  it. 

On  the  nth  of  May  in  tlie  fame  year  they  vote  an  addrefs, 
in  terms  of  approbation  and  applaufe,  to  the  Society  of  Jacobins  at 
Paris. 

They  adopt  a  fimilar  meafure,  under  circumilances  ft  ill  more 
ftriking,  by  fending,  on  the  9th  of  November  following,  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  France,  full  of  panegyric  on 
the  French  Revolution,  and  exprefling  the  ftrongeft  wiflies  for  its 
progrefs  and  fuccefs.  This  Addrcfs  was  adually  prefcnted  at  the 
bar  of  the  Convention  by  two  perfons,  of  the  name  of  Barlow  and 
Froft  ;  and  the  anfwcr  of  the  Prefident  wzs  read  at  the  Meeting  of 
the  Society  on  the  7th  of  December  1 79  2. 

On  the  14th  of  the  fame  month  a  letter  is  received  from  perfons 
calling  thcmfelves  the  Friends  of  Liberty  and  Equality^  at  Laon, 
capital  of  the  department  de  TAifne  ;  and  referred  by  the  Society 
to  their  Committee  of  Correfpondence. 

On  the  2ift  of  the  fame  month,  certain  Members  are  exprefsly 
appointed  a  Committee  fur  Fortign  Correfpondence. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Committee  are  ordered  to  be  entered  in 
a  feparate  book  ;  and  a -letter  received  that  day  from  the  Friends  of 
Liberty  and  Equality  at  Macon  is  refeired  to  that  Committee. 

On  the  25th  of  January  and  on  the  ift  of  February  1793  (^^ 
the  eve  of  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  after  the  repeated 
reprrfen  tat  ions  which  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh 
Government,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  France),  the  citizens 
Barrere  and  Roland  (then  leading  members  of  the  French  Conven- 
tion) are  admitted  AfTociated  Honorary  Members  of  the  Society  j 
and  the  fpeeches  of  Barrere  and  St.  Andre  (alfo  an  Honorary 
Member  of  the  Society)  as  given  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  4th,  6th, 
and  7th  of  January,  are  direded  to  be  inferted  in  the  books  of  the 
Society. 

Subfo 
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Subfequent  to  the  declaration  of  war,  which  interrupted  this 
Tyftcm  of  dirc£t  corrcfpondcnce  and  concert  with  France,  and  down 
to  the  prefent  time,  the  Society  have  continued,  on  various  occa- 
fions,  to  manifeft  their  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  French 
Revolution  ;  and  have  affcdled  to  follow,  in  their  proceedings  and 
in  their  language,  the  forms  and  even  the  phrafes  which  are  adopted 
in  that  country. 

The  next  leading  circumftance  which  has  engaged  the  attentioii 
*  of  your  Committee,  is  the  unremitting  aftivity  and  diligence  with 
which  this  Society  have  attempted  to  dilTeminate  their  principleSy 
both  by  publications  and  refolutions  indu(Houfly  and  extenfively 
circulated,  and  by  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  a  general  corrcfpond- 
cnce and  concert  among  the  other  fcditious  Societies  in  the  metro- 
poh's,  and  in  different  parts  of  England  and  Scothind,  as  well  as  in 
Ireland.  With  many  of  thefe  this  Society  appears  itfelf  to  have 
carried  on  an  immediate  correfpondence,  particularly  with  thofe  at 
Sheffield,  Norwich,  and  Manchcfter,  who  have,  on  all  occafions, 
taken  the  moil  forward  and  aftive  part  in  thefe  tranfaftions.  In 
their  correfpondence  with  Norwich  in  particular,  as  early  as  the 
1 2th  of  April  1793,  there  is  a  paffage  which  fo  clearly  marks  the 
real  objeA  which  (whatever  may  have  been  their  pretexts)  they 
appear  uniformly  to  have  had  in  view,  that  your  Committee  think 
it  right  here  to  infert  it.    . 

*  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Society  for 

*  Conftitutional  Information,  to  the  Secretary  to  the  United 

*  Political  Societies  at  Norwich  ;  dated  16th  April  1793. 

*  Wh«re  then  are  we  to  look  for  the  remedy  ?  To  that  Parlia- 

*  racnt  of  which  we  complain  ?   To  the  Executive  Power,  which 

*  is  implicitly  obeyed,  if  not  anticipated  in  that  Parliament  ?   Or 

*  to  ourfelves,  reprcfcnted  in  fome  Meeting  of  Delegates  for  the 

*  efpecial  puipofe  of  Rrfur^,  which  we  fuppofe  you  underlland 

*  by  the  term  CONVENTION. 

*  It  is  the  end  of  each  of  thefe  propofitions  that  we  ought  to 

*  l6ok  to ;   and  as  fuccefs  in  a  good  caufe  mud  be  the  enedl  of 

*  perfeverance  and  the  riling  reaCon  of  the  time,  let  us  determine 

*  with  coolnefs,    but  let  us  perfevere  with  decifion. — As  to  a 

*  Convention,  we  regard  it  as  a  plan'  the  nioft  defirable  and  moft 

*  pradlicablc,  fo  foon  as  the  great  body  of  the  people  fhall  be 

*  courageous  and  virtuous  enough  to  join   us  in  the  attempt. 

*  Hitherto  we  have  no  reafon   to  believe  that  the  moment  is 

*  arrived  for  that  purpofe.     As  to  any  petition  to  the  Crown, 
«  we  believe  it  hopelefs  in  its  confequenccs.     With  refpccl  to  the 

*  laft  of  the  propofals,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  advife.     If  the  event  is 

*  looked  to  in  the  vpte  which  may  be  obtained  from  that  body  to 

*  whom  this  petition  is  to  be  addrefled,  wliich  of  us  rau  look  to 

*  it. without  the  profpc^l  of  an  abfolute  negative?    In  this  point 

*  of  view,  therefore,  it  cannot  require  a' moment's  conCvieration. 

*  But  if  we  regard  the  fo/icy  ot  luch  a  petition,  ic  may^  in  our 

*  appre- 
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*  apprehenfion,  be  well  worth  confideriog  at  a  warning  race  to 
'  our  prefent  Legiflaton,  and  as  a  fignal  for  imitation  to  the  majo- 

*  ritv  of  the  people*  Should  fuch  a  pkm  be  vigorouilv  and  gene* 
'  rallj  purfuedy  it  would  hold  out  a  certainty  to  our  felli^w-coun* 
<  trymen  that  we  are  not  a  handful  of  individuals  unworthy  of 

*  attention  or  coofideration,  who  delire  the  reftoration  of  the 

*  ancient  liberties  of  England ;   but,  on  the  cootrary,  it  mi^ht 

*  bring  into  light  that  hoft  of  well-meaning  men,  who,  in  the  dif- 

*  ferent  to^ns  and  counties  of  this  realm,  are  filently>  but  feri- 

*  oufly»  anxious  for  Reformation  io  the  Government. 

*  We  exhort  you  with  anxiety  to  purfue  your  laudable  eodea- 
'  vours  for  the  common  good,  and  never  to  dcfpair  of  the  public 
«  caufc/  • 

But  of  all  the  Societies  with  which  they  correfponded,  the  two  of 
the  grreateft  importance  are.  The  London  Correfponding  Society 
(which  has  been  already  referred  to,  and  with  whom  during  this 
whole  period  the  correlpondence  appears  to  have  been  continually 
kept  up),  and  the  Aflembly  which  called  itfelf  The  Briti/h  0)n- 
vention  at  Edinburgh.  The  firft  of  thefe  it  will  be  neceflary  for 
the  Committee  to  advert  to  particularly,.  The  proceedings  of  the 
fecond  are  already  fuCBciently  notorious.  It  is  therefore  only  ne- 
sxihrj  here  to  add,  that  on  the  meeting  of  the  ConfUtutional  Soci- 
ety, on  the  25th  of  Odober  lad,  after  their  adjournment  for  the 
fpmmer,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Edinburgh,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Correfponding  Society — in  oonfequence  of  which  it  was  rablvedy 
that  there  fhould  be  an  extraordinary  general  meeting,  to  confider 
of  fending  Delegates  to  a  Convention  of  Delegates  c?  the  diffinncnt 
{Societies  in  Great-  Britain,  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 

On  the  Monday  following,  the  28th  of  Odober,  this  meeting 
took  place.  Two  Delegates  were  'chofen,  and  the  foUowing  in* 
llruflions  given  them : 

*  The  Delegates  are  in(lni£bed,  on  the  part  of  this  Society,  to 

*  afiiit  in  bringing  forward  and  fupporting  anv  conftttutional 

*  meafures  for  procuring  a  real  Reprelcntation  of  the  Commons 

*  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament.     That  in  fpedfying  the  xe- 

*  drefs  to  be  demanded  of  exifting  abufes,  the  l>degates  ought 

*  never  to  lofe  fight  of  the  two  eUential  principles,  ueneral  Suf- 

*  irage  and  Annual  Rcprcfentation,  together  with  the  unaliena- 

*  ble  right  in  the  people  to  reform.     And  that  a  reafonaUe  and 

*  known  compenfation  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Reprefentativcs 

*  of  the  Nation  by  a  national  contribution. 

*  That  the  Delegates  do  pundually  correfpond  with  the  Sod* 

*  ety,   for  the  purpofe  of  communicatine  information,  and  of 

*  receiving  fuch  further  indnidions  as  Uie  exigency  may  re- 
.    •  quire.* 

2  «  And 
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<  And  it  was  further  refolved, 

«  That  the  Society  be  dcfircd  to  write  to  the  differeiit  SociV 

^  tieft  with  which  this  Soctetj  is  in  correfpondence,  infomninsf 

'    *  them  that  the  London  Cofrefponding  Society,  tocher  with 

*  this  Society,  have  deded  Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  De« 
'  legates  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  the  29th  inftant ;  and  to  re* 
'  queft  their  concurrence  in  this  important  meafure/ 

The  Delegate  appears,  according  to  his  inftru^^ions,  to  haVe 
conefponded  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  \  but  no  ref9lationa 
are  entered  on  the  fubjed,  till  the  1 7th  of  January,  fubfeqtient  to 
the  apprehenfion  and  trial  of  feveral  of  the  Members  of  the  Conven-* 
tion  at  Edinburgh.  On  that  day  the  Society  pafled  the  following 
refolutions : 

*  Refolved,  That  law  ceafes  to  be  an  obieA  of   obedience 

*  whenever  it  becomes  an  inftrument  of  oppreinon. 

*  Refolved,  That  we  call  to  mind,  with  the  deepeft  fatisfac- 
'  tion,  the  merited  fate  of  the  in&mous  Jefferies,  once  Lofd 

*  Chief  Juftice  of  England,  who,  at  the  era  of  the  glorious 

*  Revolution,  for  the  many  iniquitous  fentences  which  he  had 
'  paffed,  was  torn  to  pieces  by  a  orave  and  injured  people. 

*  Refolved,  That  thofe  who  imitate  his  example  deferve  his  Bite. 

*  Refolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  it  may  divide  countries, 
'  oncht  not  and  does  not  make  a  feparation  between  thofe  prin- 
'  ciples  of  common  feverity  in  which  Engli(bmen  and  Scotch* 
'  men  are  eaually  interefted ;   that  injufticc  in  Scotland  is  injuf- 

*  tice  in  England ;  and  that  the  fafetv  of  Englifhmen  is  endangered 

*  whenever  their  brethren  .in  Scotland,  for  a  condu£t  which  en- 
'  titles  them  to  the  approbation  of  all  wife,  and  the  fupport  of 

*  all  brave  men,  are  lentenced  to  Botany  Bay ;  a  puaifhmeht 
'  hitherto  infilled  only  on  felons. 

*  Refolved,  That  we  fee  with  regret,  but  we  fee  without  ftar, 

*  that  the  period  is  faft  approaching  when  the  liberties  of  Britons 
'  muft  depend  not  upon  reafon,  to  which  tliey  h^^e  long  ap- 

*  pealed,  nor  on  their  powers  of  expreffing  it,  but  on  their  fimt 

*  and  undaunted  refolution  to  oppoCe  tyranny  by  the  fame  meabt 

*  by  which  it  is  exercilcd. 

*  Refolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  condud  of  the  Briti(h 
'  Convention,  who  though  aflailed  by  force  have  not  been  an* 

*  fwcred  by  arguments ;  and  who,  unlike  the  Members  of  a  cer- 
'  tain  Affembly,  have  no  intereli  diftin^  from  the  como^on  body 
«  of  the  people. 

*  Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Refolutions  be   traiif- 

*  milted  to  Citizen  Skirving,  Secretary  to  the  Britifli   Convcn- 

*  tion,  who  is  now  imprifoned  un4er  colour  of  law  in  the  Tol« 
'  booth  of  Edinburgh/ 

Subfequent  to  this  period  the  books  of  the  Society  are  fuU  of 
Vol.  III.  c  repeated 
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Malted  dedantions  of  approbation  aad  attachment,  addrcffcd  tm 
Muir,  Palmer,  Sklndng,  Margaret,  and  Gerald,  the  perfons  re* 
oeptly  conn&cd  of  fedition  by  the  Court  of  Jufticiaiy  In  Scothnd  5 
and  of  the  moft  nolcnt  and  inflammatory  attacka  on  the  prooeedingp 
€it  that  Court. 

Your  Committee  have  thut  far  traced  feparatdy  fbtee  of  the  lead- 
ing proceedings  of  this  Society,  as  appearing  mm  the  entries  la 
their  own  books.  Before  they  take  notice  of  thofe  of  a  more  re- 
cent date,  and  which  -are  in  the  prefent  moment  of  more  immediate 
importance,  it  becomes  neceflary  to  give  an  account  of  the  other 

.  Siociety,  called  the  London  Correiponding  Society,  becaufe  the 
sneafures  which  have  been  adopted  durinj^  the  laft  fix  weeks  appear 
to  have  been  the  refult  of  a  more  particular  9pi  intimate  concert 
between  the  two  Societies. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  before  your  Cotaunittee,  that  tha 
London  Correfponding  Society  meets  occafiooally  in  a  body,  hut 
that  its  ordinary  meetings  are  in  feparate  divifions  in  different  parts 
of  the  town ;  tnat  the  number  of  thefe  divifions  has  been  graduallf 
incxeafmg ;  and  that  there  are  now  about  thirty  of  them  eftabli(hed« 
That  there  is  a  Secretary  to  each  divifion,  another  to  the  whole 

,  body,  and  a  General  Committee  formed  from  one  member  of  each 
divifion.     That  when  the  Society  orieinally  met  (which  is  ftated 

.  to  have  been  in  1 791)  it  confifled  of  about  two  hundred  pcrfoast 
but  that  in  about  fix  months  it  had  confiderably  increafed,  and  it 
vnu  agreed  that  it  fhould  divide  itfelf  into  ten  different  divifions ; 
that  afterwards  it  was  the  plan,  that  when  the  numbers  of  any  divi- 
fion amounted  to  more  than  thirtv,  they  fhould  divide  themfelves 
agaiu.  That  this  has  not  been  ftn^y  acUiered  to ;  but  neverthclefs, 
in  lome  inftances,  fevend  feparate  divifions  have  been  formed  out  of 
one.  One  of  thefe  divifions  is  faid  now  to  confift  of  fix  hundred 
perfons,,  and  the  number  of  the  others  to  be  various. 

It  farther  appears,  that  this  Society  has  been  in  the  habit  of  cm^ 
refponding  with  the  Societies  in  the  country*  particularly  at  She& 
field,  Manchefier,  Brillol,  Coventry,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Lei- 
cefter,  Norwich,  Birmingham,  Leeds,  Newcaftle  opon  Tyne,  ■ 
Royfton,  York,  Hereford,  Edinburgh,  and  different  Societies  ia 
Scotland. 

This  Society  appears  likewife,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1792,  to 

.  have  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  French  Convention,  of  a  nature 
iiinilar  to  that  from  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  and 
to  have  communicated  it  to  this  latter  Society,  in  whofe  Ijook  it  is 
entered. 

The  Conunittce  are  not  enabled  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  cob« 
neAed  ftatement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Correfponding  Societyi 
from  the  time  of  its  infUtution,  as  the  Committee  are  not  in  poifef^ 
fion  of  any  regular  journal  of  them.  But  they  think  it  right  htre  to 
infert  ifritUed  paper,  which  was  foond  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Society,   and  contains  an  addrefs  iiatcd  to  have  been 

agreed 
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agreed  upon  at  a  General  Meeting  of  this  Society,  on  the  20th  of 
January  taft. 

[The  ibDowing  is  a  eopy  of  the  fiud  ^nted  paper*]) 

^  At  a  General  Meetine  of  the  London  Correfpondidfir  Soat*^ 
<  ety»  hdd  at  the  Globe  Tavern*  Strand,  on  Monday  the 
*  20th  day  of  JaQuary*  1 794 ;  Citizen  John  Martin  in  the 
«  Chair.  The  following  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great 
'  Britain  and  Ireland  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

•CITIZENS, 

*  We  find  the  nation  involved  in  a  war*  by  which,  in  tjie 
courfe  of  ONE  campaign,  immenfe  numbers  of  our  county* 
men  have  been  flaughtered ;  a  vaft  expeace  has  been  incurredp 
our  trade,  commerce,  and  manu&fkones,  are  aloioft  deftroyedt 
and  many  of  our  manufafkurers  and  artifts  are  rained,  and  their 
Amilies  ftarving. 

*  To  add  to  our  afflt6Uon,  we  have  reaCon  to  espe6k,  that 
other  taxes  will  foon  be  ad<)cd  to  the  intoljerable  load  of  impofta 
and  impofitions  with  which  we  are  alre^y  avtrwhelmed ;  for 
the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  expences  whiqh  have  been  incurred 
in  a  fruitleft  crufade,  to  re-eftablifh  the  odious  defpotifm  of 
France. 

<  When  we  contemplate  the  prinetjples  of  this  war,  we  con£e£i 
ourfelves  to  be  unable  to  approve  of  it,  as  a  meafure  either 'of 
juftice  or  difcretion ;  and  it  we  are  to  form  our  circulation  of 
the  refult,  from  what  has  alceady  pafled,  we  can  only  look.ior^ 
ward  to  defeat  and  the  eternal  difgrace  of  the  Britifh  name.  ' 

<  Whik  we  are  thus  engaged  in  an  expenfive  and  ruinous  £>- 
rein  war,  our  ftate  at  home  ia  not  lefs  deplorable. 

*  We  are  every  day  told,  by  thofe  peribns  who  are  intbvfted 
in  fupporting  the  ccrrufiwn  lift,  and  an  innumerable  hoft  of 

Jmitun  placemen,  that  tke  Constitution  of  Engbnd  is  the  perw 
fedion  of  human  wifdom ;  that  our  bws  (we  mould  rather  £1^9 
Thbir  laws)  are  the  perfedion  of  jnflice  %  and  that  tbdr  admi* 
niftratioQ  of  thofe  laws  is  fo  impartial  and  fo  ready,  as  to  afford 
an  equal  remedy,  both  to  the  nch  and  to  the  poor ;  bv  meana 
of  which,  we  are  (aid  to  be  pkced  in  a  ftate  of  akfolute  medom^ 
msA  that  oor  rights  and  liberties  are  fo  well  lecured  to  us  aa  to 
render  all  invafion  of  them  impoflible. 

^  When  we  aik.  How  we  enjoy  thefe  tranfcendent  privilcgraf 
we  are  referred  to  MAGNA  CHARTA,  and  the  BILL  of 
RIGHTS;  and  the  glorious  REVOLUTION  in  the  year 
1688,  is  held  out  to  us  as  the  bulwark  of  British  liberty. 

'  C1TIZBN91 

*  We  have  referred  to  Magna  Charkh  to  the  BUof  Rtgks^ 
*  and  to  the  RfnmbtiioMf  and  we  certainly  do  find  that  our  ancef- 
'  tors  did  eftablifli  vrife  and  wholefome  laws :  But  wt  aa  certainlr 

€  J  *  fiaoy 
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6nAf  that,  of  the  ▼enerabk  G>nftitatioa  of  oar  anccftor^ 
hardly  a  Teftiffe  reoiaiiis. 

<  The  only  <£apterf  of  the  Great  Charter,  which  are  now  in 
legal  exiftence,  are  the  14th  and  39th. 

*  The  important  provifion  of  the  14th  chapter  nuu  thus: 

A  freeman  (haU  not  be  amerced  for  a  {mall  fault,  but  afier  the 
manner  of  the  fault ;  and  for  a  great  fault  after  the  g^eatnelk 
thereof,  faWng  to  him  hit  contencment ;  and  a  merchant  likc« 
wife,  faving  to  hiqi  hit  merchandize  1  and  any  other't  viDaiia 
than  oun  mall  be  likewife  amerced,  faring  to  him  bis  wainage; 
and  none  of  the  faid  amerciaments  taH  be  afiefled,  but  bj  the 
oath  of  honeft  and  lawful  men  of  the  Ticinage/ 

*  But  by  the  nfurped  power  of  the  judges,  in  aiTeffing  fines 
(and  what  fines ! ! )  m  the  cafes  of  mifdemeanour ;  this  glonoas 
right  of  the  fubjed,  of  having  thefe  fines  aflefled  by  the  juiT 
(the  only  poflEMe  protedion  fimn  flarery  and  the  tfleft  opprct 
fion),  is  unjuftly  and  infiunoufly  ravtfhed  from  ui. 

*  Tht  provifion  of  the  29th  chapter  runs  thus : 

No  freeman  ihall  be  taken  or  imprifonedt  or  be  difleifed  of  hia 
fireehold,  or  liberties,  or  ffre  cuftoms,  or  be  outlawed,  or 
exiled»  or  any  otherwife  deftroycd,  nor  we  will  not  pais  upon 
him,  nor  condemn  him,  but  by  the  lawful  judfirment  of  hit 
peerSf  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.  We  wul  fell  to  no  man, 
we  will  not  dcnya  or  defer  to  any  man,  either  juAice  or 
right/ 

'  The  Mrious  methods  now  in  conftant  praAice  by  which  the 
benefits  of  this  prorifion  are  totally  defeated  and  defbored, 
might  induce  up  to  fnppofe,  that  the  GREAT  CHARTER 
has  been  repealed ;  if  we  did  not  afTuredly  know,  that  it  is  the 
fundamental  bafis  of  our  Conflitution  ;  which  even  the  REAL 
reprefentattves  of  the  people  (much  lefs  the  miferable  nominees 
of  HELSTONE  and  OLD  SARUM)  have  not  the  nght, 
nor  (u  we  truft  it  will  be  found  by  experience)  the  POWER 
to  repeal.  Yet  what  do  we  find  in  pra^lice  ?  Unconftttutional 
and  i&egal  INFORMATIONS  EX  OFFICIO,  that  is,  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  King's  Attorney  General,  ufurping  the 
office  of  the  ACCUSING  Jttry  ;  and  the  interefted  oath  of  a 
vile  common  informer »  with  the  Judgment  of  as  vile  a  common 
trading  or  penfioned  juilice,  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  our 
birth-nght,  an  impartial  trial  iy  our  country. 

*  Add  to  this,  that  the  exorbitant  expence  of  judicial  proceed* 
ings,  the  novel  pradice  of  arbitrarily  and  repeatedly  annulling 
the  verdifts  of  juries,  and  the  dilatory  pra^lice  of  the  courts, 
mod  openly  and  fhamefully  contradid  the  claufe  which  forbids 
the  denial,  the  delay,  and  the  ialc  of  jufUce, 

«  AmM 
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«  A  man  accufed  of  Felony  (for  which,  by  the  common  Uw 
of  England,  his  life  and  goods  are  forfeited)'  may  be  bailed  on 
finding  two  fureties  for  forty  pounds  each;  but  upon* a 
charge  of  MISDEMEANOUR  by  wordt  only,  bail  to  the 
amount  of  ONE  THOUSAND  POUNDS  has  been  dc- 
mauded. 

*  Upon  convidion,  alfo,  for  fuch  mifdemeanour,  enormous 
fines,  Ion?  and  cruel  imprifonments  unknown  to  our  ancient 
laws,  and  nnfandioned  by  any  new  ftatutet,  have  of  kte 
(and  but  of  late)  been  too  freouently  and  too  opprellively  hi- 
fii^ed.  And  all  this,  although  by  this  Bill  of  Rights  it  ia 
deolared,  that  **  exceflive  bail  (hall  not  be  demanded,  nor  cruel 
and  unufual  punifhments  inflided." 

*  If  we  look  to  IRELAJMD,  we  find  ^hat  acknowledged  pri- 
vilege of  the  people,  to  meet  for  the  fupport  and  protedion  of 
their  rights  and  liberties,  is  attempted,  by  terror,  to  be  taken 
away  by  a  late  infamous  Ad  of  Parliament :  Whilft  titles  of 
honour — no,  but  of  diflionour — are  lavifhed ;  and  new  fourcet 
of  corruption  opened,  to  gratify  the  greedy  proftitution  of  thofe 
who  are  the  inftruments  of  this  oppre£Gon. 

*  In  SCOTLAND,  the  wicked  hand  of  power  has  been  im« 
pudently  exerted,  without  even  the  wretched  formality  of  an 
Ad  of  Parliament.  Magiftrates  have  forcibly  intruded  into 
the  peaceful  and  lawful  meetings  of  Freemen  ;  and,  by  force 
(not  only  without  law,  butagatnft  law),  have,  under  colour  of 
ma^iilenal  office,  interrupted  their  deliberations,  and  prevented 
their  affociation. 

*  The  wifdom  and  good  condud  of  the  BRITISH  CON- 
VENTION at  Edinburgh,  has  been  fuch,  as  to  defy  their 
bittereft  enemies  to  name  the  law  which  they  have  broken ; 
notwithftanding  which,  their  papers  have  been  feized,  and 
made  ufe  of  as  evidence  againft  them,  and  many  virtuous  and 
meritorious  individuals  have  been,  as  cruelly  as  unjuiUy,  for 
their  virtuous  adions,  difgraced  and  deftroyed  by  infamous  and 
illegal  fentences  of  tranfportation.  And  thefe  unjuft  and 
wicked  judgments  have  been  executed  with  a  rancour  and 
maligftity,  never  before  known  in  this  land;  our  refpedable 
and  beloved  fellow-citizens  have  been  call  Fettered  into  dun« 
geons,  amongil  felons  in  the  hulks,  to  which  they  were  not 
lentenced. 

*  CITIZENS  X 

«  We  all  approve  .the  fentiments,  and  are  daily  repeating  the 

*  words,  for  which  thefe  our  refpedable  and  valuable  brethren 
«  are  thus  unjuftly  and  inhumanly  fofFcring.  We,  too,  affociate 
«  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair,  free,  and  full,  reprefentation  of  the 
«  people,  in  a  Hoafe  of  real  national  reprefentatives.  Are  we  alfo 
«  willmg  to  be  treated  as  Felons,  for  claiming  this  our  inherent 

*  right,  which  we  are  determined  nefer  to  forego  but  with  our 

*  livesj  4nd  which  none  but  thieves  and  traitors  can  wilh  to  wHh- 

«  koU 
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hold  fram  bt  ?   Ccn&ierf  it  it  ooe  and  the  tkmt  comnpl  aod 
comtpting  infliieiice  which  at  thia  time  domiaeera  in  Irdaad, 
Scotland*  and  England.    Can  you  bdicre  that  thofc  who  Stod 
▼in nous  Inihmen  and  Scotchmen  fettered  with  felont  to  Botanir 
Bay,  do  not  meditate  and  will  not  attempt  to  feize  the  fisft 
moment  to  fend  us  after  them  ?  Or  if  we  had  not  jnft  caufe  to 
apprehend  the  (ame  inhuman  treatment ;  if,  inftead  of  the  moft 
imrr.inent  danger,  we  vrere  in  perfed  faifety  from  it ;  fhould  we 
not  difdain  to  enjoy  any  liberty  or  privilege  whatever,  in  which 
our  1/oneft  Iriih  and  Scotch  brethren  £d  not  equally  and  as 
fully  participate  with  us  ?   Their  cauCe  then  and  ours  ia  the 
fame.     And  it  is  both  our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  ftand  or  bll 
together.    The  Irtih  PaHiament  and  the  Scotch  Judges,  adn^ 
ated  by  the  fame  Eoglifli  influence,  have  brought  us  dire6Uy  to 
the  point.    There  u  no  farther  ftep  beyond  that  which  they 
have  taken.     We  are  at  iffue.     We  mud  now  chufe  at  once 
either  liberty' or  flavery  for  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity.    WiQ 
you  wait  till  BARRACKS  are  ereded  in  every  village^  and 
tiU/a^^sri/  Heifians  and  Hanoverians  are  upon  us  ? 

*  You  may  adc,  perhaps.  By- what  meant  fludl  we  ieek  le- 
drefs  ?  . 

*  We  anfwer,  that  men  in  a  Rate  of  civilized  focietT  arc  hound 
to  feek  redrels  of  grievances  from  the  laws ;  as  long  aa  any 
redrefs  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws.  But  our  common  Miafter 
whom  we  £crve  (whofe  law  is  a  law  of  liberty,  and  whole  fervice 
w  perfefk  freedom)  has  taught  us  not  to  expe&  to  gather  grapes 
from  thorns^  nor  figs  from  thifUes.  We  muft  nave  redzefs 
firom  our  own  laws,  and  not  from  the  laws  of  our  plunderers, 
enemies  and  opprefibrs. 

«  THERE  IS  NO  REDRESS  FOR  A  NATION  CIR- 
CUMSTANCED AS  WE  ARE,  BUT  IN  A  FAIR, 
FREE,  AND  FULL  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE 
PEOPLE. 

*  RaaoLvfiO,  That  during  the  enfning  fei&on  of  Pkiliament, 
the  General  Committee  of  this  Societj  do  meet  daily,  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  watching  the  proceedings  ol  the  Parliament,  and  of 
the  adminiftration  of  the  Government  of  this  country.  And 
that  upon  the  firfl  introdu&ion  of  any  Bill  or  motion  inimicil 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  fuch  as  for  LANDING  FO- 
REIGN TROOPS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  or  IRE- 
LAND,  for  fufpcnding  the  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT, 
for  procUiimiug  MARTIAL  LAW,  OR  FOR  PRE- 
VENTING  THE  PEOPLE  FROM  MEETING  IN 
SOCIETIES  for  CONSTITUTIONAL  INFORMA* 
TION,  or  any  OTHER  INNOVATION  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
that  on  any  of^thefe  emergencies,  the  General  Committee  fhall 
iffue  fummonfes  to  the  Delegates  of  each  divifion,  and  alfo  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  different  Societies  affiliated  and  cosre« 
fponding  with  this  Society,  forthwith  to  call  a  GENERAL 
CONVENTION  of  the  PEOPLE*  to  be  held  at  fucbpbce 

«and 
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^  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hall  be  fpeclfied  in  Uie  fnmmonsy  for 

*  the  purpofe  of  taking   fuch    meafures  into  their  confideia- 

*  tion. 

*  Refolved,  That  the  preceding  addrefs  and  refolution  be  figned 

*  bj'the  Chairman,  aad  printed  and  publifbed. 

•  J.  MARTIN,  CHAtanAir. 
«  T.  HARDY,  SacaETAar/ 

•  COMMITTEE  ROOM,  January  23,  ij^'^ 

«  RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLr, 

*  That  a  hundred  thoufand  copies  of  the  addrefs  to  the' people 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  TOted  at  the  General  Meetingt 
be  printed  and  diftribnted  by  the  Society. 

<  ktfiJveJ  Unanhnouflyf  That  the  following  toafts,  drank  ae 
the  anniverfiuy  dinner  of  the  ik>eiety,  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
the  addrefs. 

*  I-  THE  RIGHTS  OF  MAN;  and  may  Bti'tons  never 
want  fpirit  to  aifiert  them. . 

'  IL  The  Britj/h  Convention^  lately  held  at  Edinburgh ;  aid 
fuccefs  to  the  important  obje^  it  had  in  view. 
'  II L  Citizen  wUttam  Skirmg^  charged  by  the  fentence  of  the 
Court  of  Juftktary,  with  the  honour  of  being  the  caofe  of  Gall« 
ing  that  Convention. 

*  IV.  The  London  Corre^omBftg  Society^  and  other  patriotic 
Societies  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

*  V.  Citizen  Maurice  Margarot^  the  condemned  Delegate  of 
this  Sodety  \  and  may  his  marij  and  patriotic  conduct  be  re« 
warded  by  the- attachment  of  the  people.  ' 
<- Citizen  Gernddthen  arofe,  and  in  a  ftream  of  tnfpiring  elo* 

2uence,  pronounced  the  juft  eulogium  of  ^his  trulv  Talualde 
^tizen,  lb  emphatically  called  hj  Citizen  Aitchinfon  (one  of  the 
witncffes  on  his  trial)  the  SECOND  SIDNEY.  He  con- 
cluded with  wtfhing  we  might  rather  ^Se  the  lafiofBritifb  fret* 
meUf  than  live  ^ifJf^  o/Jlaves. 

*  VL  Citizen  jofiph  Gtrrald^  the  other.  Delegate  of  thia  Sod» 
ety,  now  under  profecution  ;  and  may  his  concluding  fentiment 
be  engraved  upon  every  BritiHi  heart. 

<  VIL  The  tranfadions  at  Toulon.  May  Britons  remember 
them  as  they  ought,  and  profit  by  dear  bought  experience^ 

*  VIIL  Citizen  Hamilton  Roan^  and  the  other  true  patriots  of 
Ireland;  and  may  the  authors  of  the  Convcntion^bui  find  that 
thcv  have  committed  a  hull. 

*  IX.  Citizens  Muir  and  Palmer — May  their  fentcrfcc  be 
fpeedil^  revcrfed,  and  Bctanj  Bay  be  peopled  with  a  colony  of 
real  cnminals. 

*  X.  Succefs  to  the  arms  of  freedom  againft  whomfoevcr  di« 
*  reAed  ;  and  confufion  to  dejpoti  with  whomfoevcr  allied. 

*  XI.  All  that  is  good  in  every  conjlitution  /  and  may  vft  never 

*  be 
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<  be  fup«rftitiou8  enough  to  refcrenct  in  aaj  that  which  »^w^ 

*  for  nothing* 

*  XII.  Citimen  Thomas  Pasne-^f/bj  hit  Tirtue  rile  fuperiorto 
^  cahimny  and  fufpicion,  and  his  name  ftill  be  dear  to  Britons. 

*  XIII.  LoTil  Loughborough^  the  Earl  of  Mmra^  Sir  Gi&rt 

*  EiSdf  and  the  pther  apoftatcs  from  liberty ;   and  mR j  tbej 

*  enjoy  the  profita  of  their  apoftacyy^  long  as  they  £vr. 

'  XIV.  A  fpeedy  and  honoonUe/Avr  with  the  hrave  nfmUe 

*  of  France. 

*  XV.  The  Jlarvmg  numufaSuren  and  negleSed  peafamiry  of 

*  Great  Britain  and  Irehnd. 

<  XVI.  Citizen  John  Frofi ;  and  a  fpeedy  rcftoration  of  that 

*  health  which  he  loft  in  the  dungeons  of  Newgate. 

*  XVII.  The  mrtuoue  andj^rtted  Citixenif  now  in  confinement 
^  for  matters  of  €finion  :  And  may  we  ihew  them  by  our  condodf 
^  that  they  are  not  forgotten.' 

On  this  paper  it  appears  unneceiTary  to  offer  any  oommeot,  or 
to  do  more  than  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  conduding 
refolution. 

On  the  a  7th  of  March  the  Society  fent  a  letter  to  the  Sodety  for 
Conftitutional  Information»  to  which  the  Committee  alfo  fed  it 
right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  it  led  to  the  particular 
concert,  already  taken  notice  of»  between  the  two  Societies,  and  to 
the  recent  mealures  founded  thereupon,  which  now  remain  to  be 
taken  notice  of. 

This  letter,  and  the  refolutions  of  the  two  Sodeties  in  confe* 
ouence,  are  ftated  in  ^  printed  paper,  which  was  likewife  found  in 
the  cuftody  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sodety,  a  cop^  of  which  is  here 
fubjoined.  They  are  aUb  entered  in  the  book  of  the  Sodety  for 
Conftitutional  Information. 

March  a  7th,  1794* 
*  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information. 

•  Citizen, 

«  I  am  direded  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to  tianf- 

*  mit  the  following  refolutions  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutjonal 
'  Information,  aid  to  requeft  the  fentimcnts  of  that  Society 
'  rerpe£b'Qg  the  important  meafures  which  the  prefent  jun^ure 

*  of  affairs  feems  to  require.     The  London  Correfponding  Soci* 

*  ety  conceives  that  the  moment  is  arrived  when  a  full  and  eaph'dt 
'    •  declaration  is  neceflary  from  all  the  friends  of  freedom — v/hc- 

<  ther  the  late  illegal  and  unheard-of  profecutions  and  fentenccs 
'  fhall  determine  us  to  abandon  our  caufe,  or  (hall  excite  us  to 
'  purfue  a  radical  reform  with  an  ardour  proportioned  to  the 

*  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  with  a  zeal  as  difting|ui(hed  on 
'  our  parts  as  the  treachery  of  others  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe 

*  is  notorious.    The  Society  for  Conftitutloaal  Information  is 

4  •  theft. 


*  therefore  required  to  determine  whether  or  no  they  wiQ  be 

*  ready,  when  called  u^n,  to  k€t  in  cohjunAion  with  this  and 
^  other  Societies  to  obtain  a  fair  reprefentation  ef  the  people : 
'  Whether  they  concur  With  us  in  feeing  the  neceffity  of  a  fpieedy* 
^  Convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaimnfl^y  in  a  conftitutioilal 

*  and  legal  method,  a  .redrefs  of  thofe  grievances  under  which 
'  we  at  prcfent  labour,  and  which  am  only  be  c£Fe£huilly  removed 

*  by  a  full  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britaih. 

*  The  London  Correfpondinjir   Society  cannot  but  remind  their 

*  friends,  that  the  prelent  crifis  demands  all  the  prudencev  unaili- 

*  mity,  and  vigour,  that  ever  was  or  can  be  exerted  by  men  or 

*  Britons  \  nor  do  they  doubt  but  that  manly  firmnefs  and  con- 
^  fiftency  will  finally,  and  thc^  believe  «(hortly,  terminate  in  thi^ 

<  full  accomplifliment  of  all  thctr  wifliea^ 

*  I  am.  Fellow  Citizen, 

*  (In  my  humble  meafure) 
*  A  Friend  to  the  Rights  of  Man, 

«  T.  HARDY,  Secretory.  ' 

f  ^efolved  Unanimoully» 

<  I.  That  dear  as  juftice  and  liberty  are  to  Britons,  yet  the 

*  value  of  them  is  comparatively  fmall  without  a  dependence  dn 

*  their  permanency ;  and  there  can  be  no  iecurity  for  the  conti- 

*  nuance  of  any  right  but  in  equal  laws. 

•II.  That  equal  bws  can  neter  be  expc6ted  but  by  a  full  anch 
^  fair  rept«fentation  of  the  people.     To  obtain  which,  in  the 

*  yi^f  pointed  out  by   the  conttttution,   hiis  been  and  (s  the 

*  fole  obied  of  this  Society.  For  this  we  are  ready  to  hazard 
'  every  thing,  and  never,  but  With  our  lives,  Will  we  telinquiAi 
^  an  objeA  which  involves  the  faappinefs,  or  even  the  polilical 

*  exiilence,  of  ourfelves  and  pofterity. 

«  III.  That  It  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Society,  that  to 

*  fecure  duriclves  from  futnre  illeg  J  and  fcandaloUs  profecutions 

*  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  wicked  and  uAjuft  jfentences,  and  to 

*  reeal  thofe  wife  and  whofefome  laws  that  haVe  been  wrefted 
'  from  us,  and  of  which  fcarccly  a  veftige  remains,  there  ought 

*  to  be  immediately  a  Convention  of  the  people,  by  delegatel 

<  deputed  for  that  purpofe  from  the  c'iflTerent  Societies  o?  the 

■  friends  otfrcedom,  afTembled  in  the  various  parts  of  this  nation. 

*  And  we  pledge  ourfelves  to  the  Public  to  purfue  every  legal 

*  methdd  fpeediiy  to  accomplifh  fo  defintble  a  purpofe. 

*  It  was  refolved  by  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information^ 

*  That  their  Secretary  fhould  aifure  the  London  Correfpondinff 

■  Society,  that  they  heartily  approved  of  their  intention^,  an^ 

*  would  cb-operate  with  them  in  obtaining  an  obje^  of  fo  much 

*  importance  to  the  peace  and  happineis  of  fociety.     And  that 

*  he  alfo  requell  the  Lciidon  S^orfefpotiding  Society  to  fend  « 
'  delegSktion  of  itii  membeis  to  confer  Upon  the  fabjed,  with  a^ 
'  equal  number  of  the  Society  for  CoaftltutiObal  [fiformation. 

Vol.  III.  d  "A  meet* 
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*  A  meetiDg  of  the  delegates  from  tke  two  Societict  htiag 

*  faeldy  they  came  to  the  fouowing  relblutioiit : 

«  RefoUed, 

<  FiHl,  Tliat  it  wppeut  to  this  Committee  ytrf  drfinble, 

*  that  a  CoiiTention  or  Ceneral  Meeting  of  the  friends  of  Kberty 

*  n  ould  be  called  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  coofideration 
«  t '.(  proper  methods  of  obtaining  a  foil  add  £ur  repfeicntatioii 

*  of  .he  people. 

«  Second*  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Society  for  Confti- 

<  tutional  information,  and  London  Correfponding  Society,  to 
'  iniUtute  a  regular  and  prcffing  correfpondence  with  all  thofe 

<  parts  ot  the  country  where  fuch  meafares  may  be  likely  to  be 
%*  promoted,  not  only  to  inftigate  the  Societies  already  formed^ 

*  but  to  endeavour  alfo  to  produce  fuch  other  aflbeiattons  as  may 

*  further  the  general  objcft. 

*  Third,  'rhat  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the  general 

*  obje£l  would  he  promoted  if  a  Standing  Committee  of  Co-ope^ 

<  ration  between  the  two  Societies  were  eftablifhed,  for  the  pur- 

*  pofe  of  holding  perfonal  communications  with  fuch  members  of 
«  fimilaf  Societies  in  other  part^  of  the  country,  as  mar  occa- 

•  ^  fionally  be  in  London,  and  who  may  be  authorifed  by  tncir  rt* 
.  <  fpedive  Societies  to  a£t  with  fmch  Ccmimittec.' 

*  The  above  rcfolutions  being  reported  to  the  Society  for 
.*.  Conftituttonal  [nformation,  it  was  by  them  refolved,  that  the 

*  fame  ihould  be  enterc'^  ^  :t   he!:  !)ooks  as  part  of  the  proceedings 

*  of  the  Society;    and  Lite  Committee  of  Correfpondence  ws!t 

*  appointed  to  co-operate  with  the  Committee  of  the  LoBdoi> 

*  Correfponding  Society,   in  conformity  with  the   third  refo* 
«  lution.* 

tt  further  appears,  from  correfpondence  of  a  recent  date  betwee* 
differeot  Societies  in  the  country  and  tjie  Secretary  of  the  Corre- 
fponding Society,  that  fome  time  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  psi^, 
circular  letters  had  aclually  been  fent  to  different  parts  of  the  kisg- 
dom,  on  the  fiibje6l  of  afTembling  a  Convention,  and  a  prmud  paper 
to  this  efft  A  has  been  found  in  the  cuilody  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Society ;  which  is  here  inferted,  and  which  your  Committee  have 
good  rcafon  to  believe  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  referred  to. 

f  The  following  rs  a  copy  of  the  faid  printed  paper.  J 
«  CITIZENS! 

*  Tlic  critical  moment  is  arrived,  and  Britons  muft  either  afleit 

*  with  zeal  and  firmncfs  their  claims  to  liberty,  or  vi  -'d  without 

*  refiftance  to  the  chains  that  minillerial  ufurpation  is  forging  for 

*  tlicm.     Will  you  co-operate  with   us  in  the  only  peaceable 

*  meafurc  that  now  prefents  ilfelf  with  any  p-rofpedt  of  fuccefs.^ 
^  We  need  not  intimate  to.vpu'that,  nolwitliiUnding  the  un^ 

*  paralkkd 


>IRST  RiPOtlT  OF  COMMONS*  SfECRET  COMMITTEE.        13 

*  paralleled  audacity  of  a  corrupt  and  overbearing  faf^ion,  which 

*  at  prefent  tramples  on  the  n^hts  and  liberties  of  the  people, 

*  our  meetings  cannot  in   England  be  interrupted  without  the 

*  previous  adoption  of  a  Convention  Bill :    A  meafure  ft  is  our 

*  duty  to  anticipate,  that  the  ties  of  union  may  be  more  firmly 

*  drawn,  and  the*  fentimcnts  and  views  of  the  different  Societies 

*  throughout  the  nation  be  compared,  while  it  is  yet  in  our 
^  power,  fo  as  to  guide  and  dirc6l  the  future  operations  of  the 
^  Friends  of  Freedom.     Roufc  then  to  one  exertion  more  ;  and 

*  let  us  (hew  our  ccmfcioufncfs  of  this  important  truth—**  If  we 

*  are  to  be  beaten  down  with  threats,  profecutions,  and  illegal 

*  fentences,  we  are  unworthy — we  aj-e  incapable  of  liberty." — 

*  We  muft,  however,  be  expeditious.     Heilians  and  Auftriaiis 

*  are  already  among  us ;  and,  if  we  tamely  fubmit,  a  cloud  of 

*  thefe  armed  barbarians  may  (hortly  be  poured  in  upon  us.  *  Let 

*  us  form,  then,  another  Britifh  Convention.    We  have  a  central 

*  fituation  in  our  view,  which  we  believe  would  be  moft  conve- 

*  niept  for  the  whole  ifland  ;  but  which  we  forbear  to  mention^ 
^  (Atreating  your  confidence  in  this  particular)  till  we  have  the 

*  anfwer  of  the  Societies  with  which  we  are  in  correrpondence.r 

*  Let  us  have  your  anfwer,  then,  by  the  20th,  at  fartheft,  earlier 

*  if  poflible,  whether  you  approve  of  the  meafure,  and  how  many 

*  Delegates  you  can  fend,  with  the  number  alfb,  if  pofliblej  of 

*  your  Societies. 

'    *  We  remain  yours,  in  civic  affeftion, 

*  The  London  Correspondino  Society. 

*  T,  Hardy,  Secretary. 

^  For  the  management  of  this  bufibefs'we  have  appointed  a 

*  Secret  Committee ;  you  will  judge  how  far  it  is  neceflary  for 
'  you  to  do  the  fame.' 

Subfequent  to  the  proceedings  now  dated,  there  was  another  ge- 
sieral  meeting  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  held  at  Chalk  Farm ; 
the  proceedings  of  which  are  ilated  in  r  printed  paper  likewife  found 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  which  your  Committee  find  has 
J>een  circulated  by  order  of  the  Society. 

This  paper  is  here  inferted  (as  follows) : 

«  At  a  GENERAL  MEETING  of  the  London  Correfpond- 

*  ing  Society,  held  on  the  Green  at  Chalk  Farm,  on  Monday 
«  the  14th  of  April  1794,  J.  LOVETT  in  the  Chair,  The 

*  foUowing  Letters  were  read. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE   SOCIETY  OF  THE 
FRIENDS  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

*  Sir, 
<  AT  a  crifis  fo  important  as  the  prefent,  there  needs  no  apo- 
'  logy  on  the   part  ot   tlie  '*  London  Correfponding  Society j'*  fqr 

d  2  '  addrefling 
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<  addre£Eng  itfelf  to  all  other  aflbdated  Societiet»  wlio  have  ni 

<  view  the  (ame  objcd  as  themfelTCf. 

«  Tothc  *' Society  rf  the  FrUmdtrf  tie  Piefle^*^wrgummtM ware 

<  not  wantio^  to  flicw  the  importance  and  abfoliite  neccflity  q£  a 

<  Alii  and  nir  reprcfentation  of  the  f^oflk  oT  Great  Bnaain. 

*  They  have  tavcftigated  the   fubjcd  n>r  themfelTes ;  they  Uktc 
^  expofied  to  the  world  a  feries  of  pbtn   and  indifputabk  fii6ka» 

*  which  muft  excite  in  the  mand  of  eTenr  man  well  difpofcd  to 

*  hat  country,  apprehenfiona  of  alann  for  the  fecunty  of  the  lew 

*  remainiDg  veftiget  of  liberty  Irom  which,  at  Britons,  we  dcnTC 

*  confoUtion. 

'  Deeply  iniprefl<:d  with  confidenittona  of  this  nature,   the 

*  London  Correfpondinff  Society  eameftly  folicits,  at  this  tk&e^ 

*  the  concurrence  and  ailiftance  of  the  Society  of  the  Frietuis  of  the 

*  People^  in  aflemhling,  as  fpcedily  as  the  nature  of  the  bufineia 

<  will  admit,  a  Convention  of  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  for  the 
^  purpofe  of  obtaining,  in  a  legal  and  conftitutional  method,  a 

*  niU  and  effedual  reprefentation. 

<  Our  requeft  is  not  made  from  the  impreffions  of  the  momeat^ 

*  but  after  the  matureft  deliberations  on  the  value  and  importance 

*  of  the  objed  for  which  we  are  contending,  and  of  the  difficuluea 

*  we  may  expe^  from  thofe  whofe  prefcnt  interefts  render  thcon 
^  hoftile  to  the  welfare  of  their  country* 

*  The  oppofition  of  fuch  perfons  is  no  fmall  argument  &r  the 

*  goodnefs  of  our  caufe ;  and  their  late  condud,  when  compaitd 

<  with  their  former  proFeifions,  exhibits  a  depravity,  unparalleled,, 

*  we  truft,  on  the  pajjc  of  hillor}-. 

*  Under  the  auipices  of  apoftate  ijrformers,  we  have  lately 

*  beheld  ferious  and  alarming  encroachments  on  the  tibeitics  cff 

*  the  people. 

<  We  have  fecji  with  indignation  and  horror  men  iegeMf  aad 

*  peaceably  aflcmbled,  dtfperkd  by  uncouditutional  powers,  and 

*  their  papers  fetzcd. 

'  We  nave  fcen  fome  of  our  moft  virtuous  brethren,  whole 
«  only  cnmc  has  been  an  imitation  of  ^r.  Pitt,  and  liisaflb- 

*  elates,  fentenced  to  fourteen  years  tranfportation,  without  the 

*  fandiion  of  law,  or  even  of  precedent,  of  which  number,  one 

*  was  held  up  in  the  Britiih  Parliament  as  convi&ed  and  comiemncdf 

*  before  he  was  even  put  upon  his  trial. 

*  The  iniidious  attempts  alfo  to  introduce  foreign  troops  into 

*  this  country,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament,  and  the  in- 

*  tended  bill  to  embody  foreigners  into  his  Majefty's  fervice,  are 

*  mcafures  fufficiently  calculated  to  awaken  our  fears  for  the  ex- 

*  iftence  even  of  the  name  of  liberty.     Nor  can  we  overlook  that 

*  part  of  the  prefent  fyftcm  of  corruption,  which  maintains  out 

*  of  the  public  plunder,  a  train  of  fpics,  more  dangerous  to  fo- 

*  piety  than  fo  many  affaflinsi  whofe  avowed  bafinel^,  is  to  deAroy 
^  the  friends  of  the  country,  one  by  one, 

♦  ThcfQ 
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*  Thcfe  are  grievances  which  demand  immediate  redreft,  and 
when  added  to  thofe  evils  which  are  neceflarily  connected  witli 
every  partial  reprefentation  of  the  peopje,  call  for  the  Hrenuous 
exertions  of  every  lover  of  his  tountry* 

*  But  we  are  told  that  the  prefent  is  not  the  time  for  re&rm, 
and  that  innovation  may  mtroduce  dillurbance.  Are  thofis 
perfons  to  judge  of  the  proper  time  to  make  a  reform^  who 
exift  only  by  corruption  ?  Are  the  people  of  Britain  to  endure 
every  thing  without  repining,  without  ardently  feeking  a  radical 
reform,  becaufe  difturbances  may  happen?  Have  the  enemies  to 
reform  told  us  whence  thefe  difturbances  are  to  originate  ?  Haa 
a  (ingle  overt  ad  been  committed  by  the  friends  to  freedom  ? 
Have  not  all  the  riots,  all  the  public  diilurbances,  all  the  fedi- 
tious  afTemblies  been  excited  by  the  enemies  to  reform  ?  And  do 
they  mean  to  tell  us  that  they  will  ftiD  find  other  inflrunventa 
for  their  wicked  defigns ;  that  they  have  yet  thofe  who  will  z€t 
over  again  the  outrages  that  have  been  perpetrated  in  iouic 
parts  of  Britain,  and  attempted  in  others  ? 

*  If  fuch  is  the  determination  of  thofe  perfons  hopUe  to  Vifalr 
reprefentation,  ///  them  look  to  the  confequenees^  but  let  them  re- 
coile6l  that  it  has  happened,  and  may  happen  again,  that  thofe 
who  kindled  the  flames  have  periflied  by  them. 

*  The  friends  to  reform  are  hiends  to  peace,  their  pri^iciples  caa 
be  promoted  only  by  peaceable  means,  they  know  of  no  other 
method  of  obtaining  the  obje£l  they  defirc.  But  they  will  not 
be  alarmed  by  the  Uireats  of  venal  apoflates,  they  will  not  draw 
back  becaufe  they  have  teen  fome  of  their  heil  friends  doomea 
to  exile.  They"  will  purfue  the  courfe  in  which  they  have  be- 
gan,  and  turn  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left. 

<  Convinced  as  the  London  Correfponding  Society  is,  that  at 
there  is  no  power  which  otijrht,  fo  there  is  no  power  which  can 
finally  withftand  the  jufl  and  fteady  demands  of  a  people  refolved 
to  be  free ;  they  will  therefore  look  with  confidence  to  the  de^ 
termtnauorif  and  they  hope  to  the  co-'operation  of  the  **  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  Peopky**  in  the  attainment  of  an  dbjcft  whica 
involves  thedeareft  interefts  of  fociety. 

*  Convinced  alfo  that  their  intentions  are  of  the  pureft  kind^ 
they  will  never  (loop  to  anfwer  tlie  calumnies  of  their  enemies  | 
but  will  at  all  times,  and  in  all  ci  re  urn  (lances,  endeavour,  br 
firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  to  deferve  the  countenance  and  ap^ 
probation  of  the  beft  friends  of  their  country,  thefr'tcudt  of  4 

fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
*  I  am.  Sir, 


Apr;i4,  179.^. 


*  For  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 
•  THOMAS  HA 


HARDY.  Stc/ 


COM^ 
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«  COMMITTEE  ROOMS. 

*  FftiTH*ST&EST»Apnl  1I9  I794« 

•  Sm, 
*  YOUR  letter  of  the  4tb  inftant»  addreflcd  to  Mr.  Sbibidait, 

*  Chairman  of  the  FRIENDS  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  was   laid 

*  before  that  SOCIETY  at  their  meeting  on  Saturday  lad;  and 

*  they  inilni^ed  their  Committee  to  thank  the   LONDON 

*  CORRESPONDING  SOCIETY  for  their  communication, 

*  and  to  exprefs  the  alarm  they  feel  in  common  with  every  friend 

*  of  liberty,   at  the  late  extraordlnaiy  proceedings  of  Go^cm- 

*  ment,  fo  ably  detailed*  and  fo  juftly  reprobated  by  your  Society. 

*  They  afliire  you  that  all  the  friends  of  reform  may  **  look  with 
'  conSdencc  to  the  determination  and  co-operation'*  of  this  So- 

*  ciety  in  every  peaceable  and  conllitutional  meafurey  which  (hall 

*  appear  to  them  calculated  to  promote  the  objed  of  their  iofli- 

*  tution ;  but  thev  do  not  think  that  which  is   recommended  in 
'  your  letter,  is  likely  to  fenre  its  p rofcfled  purpofe.     They  fear 

*  It  will  fumifh  the  enemies  of  reform  with  the  means  of  calum- 

*  niating  its  advocates,  and  fo  far  from  forwarding  the  cau{e,>wi]I 
'  deter  manj  from  countenancing  that  which  they  approve.    -For 

*  thefe  reafons,   the  Friends  of  the  People  muft  decline  to  fend 

*  delegates  to  the  Convention  propofed  by  the  London  Corre- 

*  ponding  Society :  At  the  fame  time,  they  renew  their  afiuraoces 

*  of  good  win,  and  deilre  of  preferving  a  proper  underllanding 

*  and  cordiality  among  all  the  friends  m  Parh'amentary  Reform, 

*  notwithitanding  any  difference  of  opinion  that  may  occur  as  to 
^  the  bed  method  of  accomplishing  it. 

*  In  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Committee,  • 
«  (Signed)  W.  BRETON,  Chairman.* 

To  Mr.  T.  Harpy,  Secretary  to  tie 
London  CwreJ^omding  Society, 


*  The  following   RESOLUTIONS    wre    them  fagtd  mtant' 

*  moujly  : 

•  Rcfolvcd  unanimoiifly, 

•  1.  THAT  this  Society  have  beheld  with  rifing  indignation, 
'  proportioned  to  the  enormity  of  the  evil,  the  late  rapid  advances 

*  of  dcfpotifm  in  Britain  ;  the  invafion  of  public  fccurity;  the 
'  contempt  of  popular  opinion ;  and  the  violation  of  all  thofe 

*  provillons  of  the  conftitution  intended   to  prott-ft  the  people 

*  againft  the  encroachments  of  power  and  prerogative. 

'II.  That  our  abhorrence  and  dL*te(latton  have  been  parti- 
'  cularly  called  forth  by  the  late  arbitrary  and  flagitious  proceed* 

*  ings  of  the  Court  of  Jufticlary  in  Scotland,  where  all  the  doc- 

*  trines  and  praAices  of  the  Suir  Chamber  ^  in  the  times  of  Charles 
'  the  FirH,  have   bccu  riwxv^and  o^ravaied ;  and  where  fen* 

«  icncci 
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*  tences  have  been  pronounced  in  open  violation  of  all  law  and 

*  jttfticc,  which  mud  ftrike  deep  into  the  heart  of  every  n^n 

*  the  inelancholy  convidion  that  Britohs  arb  kg  longba 

*  FREB* 

*  III.  That  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  late  Britifh  Conven- 

*  tion  of  the  People  at  Edinburgh  are  foch  as  datm  our  appro* 

*  bation  and  applaufe. 

*  IV.  That  the  condud  of  Citizens  MARGaaoT  and  Gbkald 

*  in  particular,  by  its  ftrid  conformity  with  our  wiihes  and  In- 

<  ibrudionsy  and  the  ability^  firmnefs,  and  difinterefted  patriotifm 
^  which  it  fo  eminently  dilplayedy  has  infpircd  an  enthufiafm  of 

*  zeal  and  attachment^  which  no  time  can  obliterate»  and  no  per* 

*  fecuttoa  remove ;  and  that  we  will  preferve  their  names  en« 
^  graven  on  our  hearts  till  we  have  an  opportnnity  to  redreiii  their 

*  wrongs. 

*  V.  ^Fhat  any  attempt  to  violate  thofc  yet  remaining  laws, 

*  which  were  intended  for  the  fecurity  of  Englishmen  affainft  the 
'  tyranny  of  courts  and  minifters^aadthe  corruption  of  ^pendent 

*  judges,  by  veRing  in  fuch  judges  a  legiOative  or  arbitrary 
«  power»  (fuch  as  has  brtely  been  exercifed  by  the  Court  of  Jufti- 
'  ciary  in  ScoUand)  ought  to  be  coniidered  as  diffolving  entirely 

. '  the  fodal  compad  between  the  Englifli  mttioa  and  weir  Go- 

.  *  vernorss  and  driving  them  to  an  immediate  appeal  to  that  in- 

'  controvertible  maxim  of  eternal  jufttce,  that  the  fafety,  ofthefefh-> 

*  fie  Is  the  suPREMEy  and^  in^eafurf  meceffityythe  ohly  law^ 

*  VL  That  the  arming  and  difciplining  in  this  country,  either 

*  with  or  without  the  confent  of  rartiament,  any  bsnds  of  /mi 

*  grants  ^nd  foreigners^  driven  from  their  ovm  country  far  their 

*  known  attacimAt  to  ^niVFAMOVt  i>E9P0Ti9Bff,  taan  oucrageoua 

<  attetnpt  to  overawe  and  intimidate  the  free  fpirit  of  Britons  (  to 

*  fubju^ate  them  to   an  army  of  mercenary  cut-throats,  whofe 

*  vie^t^  and  interefi  muft  of  necefiky  be  in  dired  oppofition  to 

*  thofc  of  the  nation,  and  that  no  pretence  whatever  ought  to 

*  induce  the  people  to  fuhmit  to  fo  unconflituttonal  a  meofure, 

*  VI I.  That  the  unconllitutional  projcd  of  raifing  money  and 
'  troops  by  forced  benevolences,  (and  no  benevolences  colleded 

*  upon  rcquifition  from  the  King  or  his  minifters  ^an  ever  in 

*  reality  be  voluntary)  and  the  equally  unjuflifiablc  meafure  of 

*  arming  one   part  of  the   people  againft  the  othei-,   brought 

*  Charles  the  Firll  to  the  block,  and  drove  James  the  Second  and 
«  his  poflenty  from  the  throne ;  and  that  confet^uently  miniftcrs, 

*  in  advifing  fuch  meafures,  ought  to  conddcr  whether  they  arc 
«  not  guilty  of  high  treafon. 

*  VI 11.  That  tins  Society  have  beheld  with  considerable  plea- 
«  fure  the  conjsfient  refpett  which  the  Houfc  of  Lords  difplayed 

*  for  their  own  cunflitutional  rules  and  orders  on  the  fourth  of 

*  the  prefent  month  upon  the  motion  of  Earl  Stanhope,  cjnccru- 

*  ing  the  interference  of  mintfters  in  the  internal  Government 
^  of  France ;  and  tliat  it  is  the  lirra  couvi£lion  of  this  Society, 
^  that  this  circumflancei  when  properly  dctailedi  will  have  a  con- 

*  ddcraUle 
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'  fiderable  tfft€t  in  conrificiiig  the  country  at  large  of  the  trhc 
^  dignity   and  utility  of  that  branch  of  HIS  MAJESTY^S 

*  PARLIAMENT. 

'  IX.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Ea*i« 

*  Stanhope  for  his  manly  and  patnotic  condod  during  the  pre- 

*  fcot  feffion  of  Parliament  $  a  conduA  which  (unfupportcd  te 

*  it  has  becii  in  the  fenate»  of  which  he  is  fo  truly  honourable  a 

*  Member)  has,  toother  with  the  timely  interferenoe  of  ceitain 

*  fpirited  and  patnotic  Aifociations,  been  neverthelefs  already* 

*  produdive  of  the  (alntaij  efifed  of  chafing  the  Heffian  arid 

*  Hanoverian  mercenaries  from  our  coafts,  who,  but  for  thcle 

*  exertions,  might  have  been  marched  perhaps  ere  this  into  the 

*  very  heart  of  the  country,  together  with  others  of  their  coun- 

*  trrmen,  to  have  peopled  the  BiaaACKS  which  cvery*wlicfe 

*  infult  the  eyes  of  firitons. 

<  X.  That  it  is  the  firm  convidioft  of  this  Society  tb^t  « 
'  fleadv  perfeverance  in  the  fame  bold  and  energetic  fentiments 

*  whtcn  have  lately  been  avowed  by  the  Friends  of  Freedota 
'  cannot  fail  of  crowning  with  ultimate  triumph  the  virtooua 
<  caufe  in  which  we  are  engaged,  fince  whatever  may  be  the  in« 

*  terefted  opinion  a[  hereatary  fenators,  or  packed  majorities  of 

*  pntendtd  icprefentatives,  Truth  and  Liberty,  in  an  age  fo 
'  enlightened  as  the   prefent|  muft  be  iivincible  and  oipni* 

*  potent*' 

<  This   Society   having  already  addreffed  M.    MAtGAtor, 
«  their  Delegate,  an  ADDRESS  to  JOSEPH  GERALD 

<  qt)(U  read  asfolhwt^  and  carried  unammoufty, 

*  To  JOSEPH  GERALD,  a  prifoner  fentencrd  hy  the 
*  High  Court  ofjufticiary  o/"  Scotland,  /o  Tranfportation 
«  ^/yofi^/;Jif^«iVor  FOURTEEN  YEARS  I 

«  WE  behold  in  you  our  beloved  and  rcfpcAcd  friend  and 

*  fcllow-citi'zen,  a  martyr  to  the  glorious  caufe  of  equal  Repre- 

*  feiitation,  and  \vc  cannot  permit  you  to  leave  this  degraded 

*  country  witliout  exprelling  the  infinite  obligations  the  people 

*  at  largj^  and  wc  in  particular,  owe  to  you  for  your  very  fpi- 
'  rited  exertions  in  that  caufe  upon  every  occafion ;  but  upon 
•^noHc  more  confpicuoufly  than  during  the  fitting  of  the  Bri- 

*  TXBTH  Convention  of  the  PEOPLE  at  Edinburgh,  and  the 

*  confequcnt  prcceedhsg  (we  ivill  not  call  it  tria!)  at  the  bar  of 
«  the  Court  ofjufticiary, 

*  We   know  not   which   mod  deferves  our  admiration,  the 

*  fpTcndid  talents  with  which  you  are  fo  cuiinently  diftinguifiied, 

*  the  exalted  virtues  by  which  they  have  been  diredled,  the  pcr- 

*  Teverance  and  undaunted  (irmnefs  which  you  fo  nobly  difplayed 
«  in  refiftlnjr  the  wn)uo^s  of  ^  our  infultxHl  and  oppreffcd  country, 

*  or,  your  pit fcnt  manly  and   phiiofophical  fuflering  under  aa 

*  arbitrary  and,  till  of  la;e,  nrpricedtuud  fentcncc*-"*  fentenco, 
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*  one  of  the  moft  vindi6^iTe  and  cruel  that  has  been  pronounced 
*,  fince  the  days  of  that   mod   infamous  and  ever*lo4fe^teJted 

*  Court  of  Star  Chambery  the  enormous  tyranny  of  which  coft 
«  the  firft  Charles  his  head. 

*  To  you  and  to  your  afibciates  we  feel  ourfelves  moft  deeply 

*  indebted*     For  us  it  is  that  you  are  fuffcring  the  fentencc  of 

*  tranfportation  with  felons,  the  vileft  outcafts  of  fociety  I  For 

*  us  it  is  that  you  are  doomed  to  the  inhofpitable  (hores  of  New 

*  Holland;  where,  however,  we  doubt  not  you  will  experience 

*  coniiderable  alleviation  by  the  remembrance  of  that  virtuous 

*  CONDUCT  for  which  it  is  impofed  on  you,  and  by  the  fincerc 

*  regard  and  efteem  of  your  fellow-citizens. 

*  The  equal  laws  of  this  country  have,  for  a'*(cs  paft,  been 

*  the  boaft  of  its  inhabitants :  But  whither  are  they  now  fled  ? 

*  We  are  animated  by  the  fame  fentiments,  arc  daily  repeating 
'  the  fame  words,  and  committing  the  fame  a6tions  for  which 

<  you  are  thus  infamoufly  fentcnced ;  and  we  will  repeat  and 
'  commit  them  until  we  have  obtained  redrefs ;  yet  we  are  un- 

*  puniihed !  £ithcr  therefore  the  law  is  unjuft  towards  you  in 

*  infilling  punl/bment  on  the  exertions  of  virtue  and  talents^  or  it 

*  ought  not  to  deprive  us  of  our  Jbare  in  the  glory  of  the  mar^ 

*  tyrdonu 

*  We  again,  therefore,  pledge  ourfelves  to  you  and  to  our 

<  country,  never  to  ceafe  demanding  our  rights  from  thofe  who 

*  have  ufurped  them,  until  having  obtained  an  Equal  Reprefent- 

*  ation  of  the  People,  we  (haU  be  enabled  to  hail  you  once 

<  more  with  triumph  to   your  native  country.     We  wiih  yoa 

<  health  and  happinefs;  and  be  affured  we  never,  never  VtaXL 
'  forget  j^ofir  name^  your  virtues^  nor  your  great  sxamplb* 

<  The  London  Correfponding  Society. 
/  «  JOHN  LOVETT,  Chairman. 

'  THOMAS  HARDY,  Secretary. 

<  The  14th  of  April  1794.' 

'  //  was  alfo  unanhnoufly  refohedf 

*  That  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  be  diref^ed  to  convey 

*  the  approbation  of  this  Society — I.  To  Archibald  liamiltoii 

*  Rowan,  prifoner  in.tke  Newgate  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  for 

*  his  unfliaken  attachment  to  the  people,  and  for  his  fpiiited  af« 

*  fertion  of  their  rights. 

*  II.  To  John  Philpot  Curran,  for  his  admirable  and.ener- 
•'  getic  defence  of  A.  H.  Rowan,  and  the  principles  of  libertyy 

<  as  well  as  for  his  patriotic  condu£k  in  Parliament. 

<  III.  To  the  Society  of  United  Inflimen  in^  Dublin,  and  ta 

<  exhort  them  to  perfevere  in  their  exertibns  to  obtain  juftice  for 

*  the  people  of  Ireland. 

«  IV.  To  Skirving,   Palmer,  and  Muir,   fuffering  the  fame 

<  iniquitottB  fentenccSy  and  in  the  fame  caufc  with  our  Dele* 

*  gates. 

V«L.  III.  c  ^  V.  To 
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*  V.  To  John  aark  and  Alexander  Reid«  for  their  fo  mdOy 

*  and  dUintercHedly  giving  bail  for  our  Delegateg,   inCb^mtcd 

*  thereto  iblely  by  thtir  attachment  to  liberty,  uninfluenced  by 
'  any  perfonal  confideration. 

'  Vi.  To  Adam  Gillies,  Malcolm  Laing,  and  James  Gibfba, 
'  for  their  able  affitlance  given  to  Jofeph  Gerald,  at  the  bar  of 

*  the  High  Court  of  Julticiary  at  Edinburgh. 

*  VIL  To  feliciute  Thomas  Walker,  of  Manchefter,  asd 
'  the  people  at  large,  on  the  event  of  his,  as  well  as  feveral  other 

*  late  triads,  and  on  thedcvdopemcnt  of  the  infamy  of  a  fyftem 
'  of  fpies  and  informers. 

*  VIIL  To  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbcy,  for  his  manly  condud  at  tbe 

*  late  furreptitious  meeting  held  at  Epfom  in  Surry. 

*  //  «•«/  al/o  unanlmou/h  refolved^ 

*  That  200,000  copies  ot  the  proceedings  and  refolutiom  of 
<  this  meeting  be  printed  and  publifhed. 

«  J.  LOVETT,  Chairman. 
*  T.  HARDY,  Secretary. 

*  RefoiveJf 

*  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Chainiuo> 
^  for  his  manly  aad  impartial  condudl  this  day. 

«  T.  HARDY,  Secretary.* 

From  a  review  of  thefe  tranfa£^iens  your  Committee  feel  it  im* 
poffible  not  te  conclude,  that  the  meafures  which  have  been  flattd 
are  dire£ied  to  the  objed  of  afTcmbling  a  meeting  which*  under  the 
name  of  a  General  Convention,  may  take  upon  itfelf  the  charader 
of  a  General  Reprefentative  of  the  People.  However  at  different 
periods  the  term  of  Parliamentary  Reform  may  have  been  einployed. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  prefent  view  of  thefe  Societies  is  not  intended 
to  be  profecuted  by  any  application  to  Parliament,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  by  an  open  attempt  to  fuperfede  the  Houfc  of  Commons 
in  its  reprefentative  capacity,  and  to  aflume  to  itfelf  all  the  fundions 
and  powers  of  a  national  legi/lature. 

This  objed,  as  what  is  really  intended  to  be  attained  by  afiemUing 
a  Convention,  appears  exprefsly  and  pointedly  ftated,  even  as  early 
as  the  15th  of  April  1793,  in  the  letter  to  the  United  Societies  at 
Norwich,  already  referred  to,  and  the  fame  letter  fufScicntly  ex- 
plains the  policy  in  confequence  of  which,  fubfequent  to  that  period^ 
the  topic  of  Parliamentary  Reform  has  been  ftill  odenfibly  brought 
£Drward  in  fome  of  the  communications  which  have  been  made  f  ub* 
lie.  As  a  further  illuftration  of  this  obfervatton,  your  Committee 
think  it  not  immaterial  to  remark,  that  in  a  letter  from  Margaret, 
at  Edinburgh,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conftituttoaal 
Information,  in  December  I7g3,  it  is  particuhurly  recommended  to 
him  not  to  introduce  politics  in  his  letter,  or  at /e^  nothing  but 
what  C9ncem4  Reform*  Whatever  difguife»  however,  may  have 
been  eoiployed  in  au  earlier  period,  feems  in  the  later  proceedings 

to 
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It  alfo  appears,  from  fuch  information  as  jour  Committee  have 
hitherto  had  the  opportunity  of  receiving,  that  fmce  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  perfon^  in  whole  cuftodv  the  papers  were  found  whiqh 
.have  been  referred  to  your  Committee,  there  (have  been  feveral 
tneetings  of  the  Societies  in  different  {mrts  of  the  metropolis ;  th^t 
the  deugns  which  were  before  entertained  have  been  by  no  meant 
.abandoned ;  ^d  that  on  the  contrary  thare  have  been  fome  indica« 
tions  of  a  difpofition  to  concert  means  for  forcibly  reiifting  fuch 
ai^ures  as  may  be  taken  for  defeating  their  accomjUifhrnentj  or  for 
bringing  the  authors  and  abettors  of  them  to  juftice. 
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to  have  been  wholly  relinquifhed.  The  objed  is  ftiH  dated  to  be  a 
fair  and  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  5  but  a  General  Conven- 
tion of  the  People,  to  be  chofen  by  the  Delegates  of  the  different 
Societies,  is  propofed  for  thf  purpofe  of  obtaining  this  end.  No 
mention  is  made  of  any  application  to  Parliament,  or  of  any  amend* 
mcnt  of  the  reprefentation  in  Parliament 

The  circular  letter,  inferted  in  a  former  part  of  this  Report,  re- 
commends forming  another  Britifh  Convention,  to  be  held  in  acen- 
tral  fituation  moft  convenient  for  the  whole  ifland ;  and  dates  the 
appointment  of  a  Secret  Committee  for  that  purpofe. 

The  third  refolution  paffcd  by  the  Correfponding  S(xiety  on  the 
27th  March,  and  communicated  to  the  Society  for  Conilitutional 
Information,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  fubfequent  joint  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  Societies,  flares  the  obje^  of  the  Convention  to 
be  for  the  purpofe  *'  of  fecuring  themfelves  from  future  illegal  and 
fcandalous  profecutions,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjuft 
fentences,  and  recall  thofe  wife  and  wholefome  laws  which  have 
been  wrefred  from  them."  Terms  which  appear  to  your  Committee 
to  be  material,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  their  yeneral  inflammatory 
tendency,  as  bec^ufe  they  evidently  point  at  obtaining  a  redrefs  of 
fuppofed  grievances,  not  by  application  to  Parliament,  but  by  ads 
of  authority  to  be  exercifed  by  themfelves. 

The  refolutions  afterwards  pafTed  on  the  14th  of  April  contain 
open  attacks  on  all  the  bianches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  a  direct 
invitation  to  the  people  to  refift  meafitres  then  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  Legiflature ;  and  exprefsly  ftating  that  they  ought  equally 
to  be  refiflcdy  whether  adopted  with  or  without  the  confent  of  Par- 
liament. 

When,  in  addition  to  thefe  conliderations,  the  Committee  refledi 
on  the  leading  circumftances  which  thev  have  already  Hated,  of  the 
declared  approbation,  at  an  early  period,  of  the  dofirine  of  the 
Rights  of  Many  as  dated  in  Paine's  publications ;  of  the  connedUon 
and  intercourfe  with  French  Societies,  and  with  the  National  Con- 
vention :  and  of  the  fubfequent  approbation  of  the  French  fydem  ; 
and  conflder  that  thefe  are  the  pnnciples  whi^h  the  promoters  of  a 
Convention  evidently  make  the  foundation  of  all  their  proceedings ; 
they  are  fatisfied  that  the  defign  now  openly  profefTed  and  a(5ted 
upon,  aims  at  nothing  lefs  than  what  is  dated  in  his  Majedy's  mcf- 
fage,  and  mud  be  confldered  as  a  traitorous  confpiracy  for  the  fub-  ' 
verfion  of  the  cdabliflied  laws  and  conditution,  and  the  iiitrodu6iion 
of  that  fydem  of  anarchy  and  confufion  which  has  fatally  prevailed 
in  France. 

There  dill  remain  two  points  conneded  with  what  has  been  al- 
ready dated,  which  your  Committee  have  not  yet  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  invedigatin?  as  fully  as  they  wifli,  but  whicH  appear  too 
important  to  be  wholly  pafled  over : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  in  fome  of  the  Societies  re- 
ferred to,  propoials  have  begi  received,   and  that  meafures  have 
recently  been  taken,  for  providing  arms  to  bediftributed  among  the 
^emben  of  the  Societies, 
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The  COMMITTEE  of  SECRECY    of  the 
HousB  3^  Commons. 


The  COMMrTTEE  to  whom  the  fevcral  Papers  fcfcrred 
to  in  His  Majefty's  MefTage  of  the  1 2th  Day  of  May  1 794, 
and  whieh  were  prefented  (fealed  up)  to  the  Houfe^ by  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas»*uppn  the  f  2th  and  13th  Days  of  the 
faid  Month,  by  His  Majefty's  Command,  were  referred  i 
and  who  were  directed  to  examine  the  Matters  thereof) 
and  report  tne  fame^  ^  they  (hould  appear  to  them,  to 
thcHoufei 

HAVE  further  proceeded  in  the  exammation  of  the  books  and 
papers  referred  to  them  by  the  Houfe,  and  of  fuch  other  in- 
Formation  as  they  have  fince  obtained. 

The  latter  has  confided  of  a  variety  of  examinations  and  depofi- 
lions  taken  before  the  Privy  Council,  of  papers  found  in  the  cuAodf 
of  different  perfons  who  have  been  apprehended,  and  of  accounts 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  difcoveries  made  at 
Edinburgh,  and  in  different  parts  of  Scotland ;  all  which  have  been 
laid  before  your  Committee. 

The  refult  appears  to  your  Committee  (Irongly  to  confirm  all  the 
propolitions  which  they  found  it  their  duty,  on  the  outfet  of  their 
inquiry,  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfc,  and  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  na- 
ture, extent,  and  malignity  of  the  extravagant  deftgns  which  Have 
been  formed,  of  the  regularity  and  fyflem  with  which  thefe  delignS 
have  been  purfued,  or  of  the  rapid  progrcfs  of  the  meafurcs  which 
had  been  taken  in  order  to  attempt  to  carry  them  fpeedily  into 
execution. 

Before  the  Committee  fubmit  to  the  Honfe  fuch  further  details  as 
appear  necefTary  to  give  a  general  and  comprehcnfive  view  of  the 
fubjcct,  and  to  fhew  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  plan  which  has 
been  in  agitation,  they  think  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Hoafe  to  fome  traulafttons  of  a  i-eccnt  date,  and  which  appear  to 
he  of  fo  much  importance  as  to  deferve  a  feparate  (latement. 

The  firft  of  thcfe  has  already  been  liliortly  referred  to  in  the  former 

Report,  aod  relates  to  the  nv^iifarcs  takea  for  prgvidini?  acioas/  to 

'Vol.  IV.  f  r  o  ^^ 


u    ncoKD  jtEfoRT  or  tomiOUf  secrr  couiarfct* 

he  diftributcd  tmong  the  members  of  the  feveral  Soctctiet»  and  for 
preparine  the  meant  of  employing  adual  force  in  the  esecotsoo  of 
their  prmrf^.     »  .  .  , 

The  cimimftaBcr  which  firft  camt  iMider  the  obfirrvation  of  yenr 
Committee»  containing  a  diftind  trace  of  meafum  of  this  deicriptioii, 
was  a  letter  from  a  pciribn  at  Sheffield,  by  v^rofeffion  a  printer  (who 
has  fince  abfconded),  which  was  thus  addreiTed— '  Citicen  Hardy, 

*  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society/  and  i^hich  was 
foiiaid  ill  the  |>oir«:ffion  of  Hardy  on  the  lith  day  of  May  hfty  wtSka 
he  was  taken  into  cuftody. 

The  letter  is  as  foDowt : 

*  Fellow  Citizens,  Sheffield,  April  24,  1794. 

'  The  barefaced    ariftocraqr  of  the  prefent   adniiniftTatioii 
.    *  has  made  it  qeceflary  that  we  (hould  be  prepared  to  a£l  on  the 

*  defenfire  a^atnft  any  attack  they  may  commnnd  their  ne^ly 

*  armed  minions  to  make  opon  ns.     A  plan  has  been  hit  npra  ; 
«  and  if  encouraged  fufficientl^,  will,  no  doubt,  have  the  effcffc 

*  of  fiimilhing  a  qwintity  of  pikes  to  the  patriots  \  great  enough 
«•  to  make  them  formtdable*    The  blados  are  made  of  fted«  tern. 

*  pcred  and  Dolifhed  after  an  appipved  form.  'I  hey  may  be  Bxed 
.  *  intn  any  flwfu ;  bat  fir  ones  ace  reoommended,  ol  the  girth 

<  of  the  accomnanying  hoops  at  the  top  end,  and  about  aa 

*  inch  mote  at  tne  bottom.  The  blades  and  hoops,  more  than 
,    <  which  O^nnot  be  properly  fcnt  to  anj  great  dtltaoce,  wflLbc 

*  charged  one  (Killing.    Money  to  be  lent  with  the  order.     As 

*  the  inflttutioo  is  in  its  infancy,  knmediate  cncoon^mcnt  it 
«  neceiTary. 

StruiJi  ihr^gb  in  f     *  Orders  may  be  fent  to  the  Secretary  of  th< 
tbe^rij^inaL      X*  Sheffield  Conftitutional  Society/ 

•  Signed. 

*  To  prerent  jfoft  fafpicion,  dired  to'  [Here  fbllowa. 
tn  the  original,  tbft  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the  ktlera 
were  to  be  addfefted,  and  his  refidence  at  Sieffield.} 

This  later  contained  another  indofrd,  dire^ed  to  the  Secretary 
<of  the  Norwich  Patriotic  Societies,  which  was  fbttf«l  in  the  po^^ 
$'>n  of  the  SecrtUry  to  the  London  Correfpoffdiag  Society ;  and 
^hich  is  as  follows  i 

.    <  FeHow  Citi7^, 

*  The  barefaced  ariftocracy  of  the  prefent  adminiftration  hat 
^    <  m#de  it.4ieceirary  to  prepare  .to  ad  upon  the  defenfive,  in  cafe 

*  ^  any  attack  upon  tne  patriots. 

*  A  plnn  has  been  ftirmed  for  carrring  into  eSeA  this  necef. 
«  fary  bulinefs      Pike  blade?  are  msdc  with  hoops  for  the  fhafta 

*  «  to -fit  the  top  ends;  the  bouom  end  of  the  fliafts  ftonld  be 
«  abQut<w  aaokthickcr  |  and  >r  ia  recommeadcd  for  the  (hafts^ 

•^  •lakaed 
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-  ^  felefted  hj  pnfons  who  txt  judges  of  tiK>cd.    The  bhidct  and 
*  *  faoops  will  be  fold  at  the  rate  of  one  fhilling,  properly  tempered 
*  aad  polifhed.    The  money*  fent  with  the  oMers. 
•  Signed. 

'  DirtA  to'  [Here  fuUowsv  in  the  original,  the  name  of 
the  perfon  to  whom  the  letters  were  to  be  addrefled,  and  hia 
rcfidence  at  Sheffield]  *  to  prevent  the  Poftmafter'a  fufpicion/ 

Your  Committee  foon  after  found  that  by  the  different  examina** 
tiont  taken  before  the  Privy  Council^  it  was  fully  eftablidied  that 
the  i^eneral  idea  of  procuring  arms  (either  mofquets  or  pikes ^  to  be 
diftnbuted  among  the  membcrSy  had  of  late  been  freqoently  the  fub- 
jed  of  converfation  at  different  divifioas  among  the  leading  members 
of  the  Correfponding'Societyy  and  among  perfons  who  liave  been 
laoft  adive  in  the  roeafures  lately  taken  ;  that  although  thefe  con- 
veriations  had  frequently  taken  place,  they  had  generally  been  after 
the  buGnefs  of  the  meetings  was  clofed,  and  when  only  a  few  perfont 
remained.     It  appears  indeed  to  have  bcen»  in  a  great  meafure» 
agreed  that  this  plan  was  not  to  be  publicly  mentioned  at  the  divi«* 
fiona ;  particularly  it  was  recommended  by  one  of  the  mod  a6Hve 
perfons  not  to  mention  it  till  the  new  plan  of  conftitution  fot  the 
Society  was  fettled.     And  it  baA  appeared  (in  the  courfe  of  this, 
inveiligation}  that  the  arming  buiinefs  was  aU  done  by  privater 
members,  and  that  it  was  held  not  fit  to  talk  of  the  pikeS  bbt  tO; 
thofe  who  were  to.  be  trufted :   That  the  general  bufiiKfs  was-  doB€ 
by  a  Committee  of  Delegates;  but  there  was  a  Secret  Committee* 
of  five  perfons,  who  iranfa^^  wliat  was  not  to  be  -entrufled  to  tii€ 
whole  of  the  Correfponding  Society «  that  they  meet  at  private 
houfes,  and  that  all  the  correfpondenee  comes  to  them,  and  what^ 
they  think  proper  is  laid  before  the  Society.     But  although  this 
|>lan  of  precaution  and  concealment  mult  have  prevented  the  difcp*^ 
very  of  a  great  part  of  this  fyftem,  in  (lances  have  occurred  of  pro« 
ceedtngi  atfome  of  the  diviuons  of  the,  Correfponding  SocieTyf  re« 
,lative  to  procuring  arms,  which  your  Committee  have  been  cfK^aJblcd 
to  aicertain.    As  early  a^  November  1 793,  at  a  meeting  of  a  divifi^a 
of  the  Society*  held  at  a  place  named  to  the  Committee,  a  violent 
(pecch  was  made  by  a  member  of  the  Society,  recommending  th^t 
arms  (hould  be  procured,  and  mentioning  that  they  were  provided 
with  arms  and  pikes  at  Sheffield  $  and  another  member  faid  it  would 
be  good  to  provide  pikes  at  hx-pence  each;    Afterwards,  in  the* 
month  of  February  laft,  at  a  meeting  of  one  of  the  divifions  of  the . 
Correfponding  Society  named  to  the  Committee,  and  at  a  place 
ajcertamed  to  then, .  it  was  propofcd  to  iffue  new  books,  with  the 
names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  feveral  members  and  that  the- 
names  of  thofe  who  lived  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  fhould  be  placed 
together,  that  they  might  eaiily  be  affembled  upon  any  emergency, 
in  cafe  government  (hould  attempt  to  diiperie  their  meetings ;  and; 
a  refolution  fi»r  this  purpofe  was  paffed  loon  after  at  a  fubfequent 
nccilDg. 

fa  At 
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At  the  fame  meeting  a  member  of  another  dnrifion  attendecU  m4 
fiated  to  the  Chairmany  that  he  came  to  make  a  report  from  hit  di- 
vifion.  He  ftated  a  rumour  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  A€t  would  .be 
foon  fuipended.  This  intelligence  he  was  deputed  to  give,  that  the 
Society  at  large  might  be  prepared  for  the  event.  Upon  this  at 
fpeech  was  made  by  a  perfon,  vvho  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
mentioned  in  the  former  Report,  in  which  he  recommended  to  each 
member  to  provide  himfclf  with  arms  and  ammunition,  in  order  to 
defend  Limfelf  again  ft  any  perfonswho  mi]?ht  attack  him,  whether 
they  ftiould  be  of  this  country,  PrufTians,  Heilians  or  Hanoverians. 
Aftd  in  the  beginning  of  April  laft,  at  the  fame  diviiion,  it  appear* 
that  a  report  was  made  from  the  General  Committee,  That  an  anfwer 
had  been  received  from  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information^ 
expreffive  of  their  deiire  to  co-operate  with  them  in  obtaining  their 
great  end ;  and  defiring  a  deputation  might  be  fent  to  confult  and 
deliberate  with  them.  In  confequence  a  certain  number  of  the 
Committee  were  appointed :  And  on  this  occafion  one  of  the  mem- 
bers recommended  to  the  citizens  not  to  fit  tamely  filent  and  inn6live» 
but  to  roufe  themfelves,  and  not  only  with  words,  but*  arms,  aflert 
their  rights :  He  faid,  they  were  on  the  eve  of  a  general  meeting* 
and  they^  (hould  go  with  their  minds  prepared  to  adopt  a  fyftem 
which  might  be  reduced  to  fpeedy  pradice,  and  refcue  their  fellow- 
citizens  (meaning  the  Scots  Delegates)  Irom  their  degrading  fitua* 
tion.  It  alfo  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  a  plan  was  m  con-^ 
temptation  to  fubdivide  each  diviiion  into  tytbin^s,  and  to  appoint 
tything-inen  to  each,  for  the  purpofe  *  of  rendering  themfelves  ufe- 
<  fill  in  cafe  of  emergency ;'  which  wad  explained  to  mean,  that 
ih  cafe  the  Society  fbould  be  interrupted  by  peace  officers,  or  a  prefs 
gang,  they  fhould  refiR  any  fuch  interruption.  As  another  iniiance 
of  the  meafures  taken  to^^mftigate  the  people  to  arm,  an  account 
iirat  given  of  a  hand-bill  produced  at  one  of  the  meetings,  which 
was  to  the  following  effed : 

«  The  Ins  tell  us  we  are  in  danger  of  invafion  from'  the  French. 

*  The  Outs  teU  us  that  we  are  in  danger  from  the  Heflians 

*  and  Hanoverians. 

*  In  either  cafe  we  fhould  arm  ourfelves.    Get  arms,  and  leani 

•  how  to  ufe  them.' 

Several  copies  of  this  hand-bill  were  proved  to  have  been  publicly 
produced  at  a  meeting  of  one  of  the  diviiicns,  by  a  pcrlon  who 
laid  he  had  printed  them  for  the  purpofe  of  diflributing  as  many  as 
poffible. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  inquiry,  information  was  received  from  a 
witncfs,  whole  accuracy  has  fincc'bcen  confirmed  in  a  variety  of 
ftriking  inftances,  that  a  perfon  named  in  the  mformation,  an  aftive 
promoter  of  thefe  meafures,  and  a  Delegate  of  one  of  the  divifions, 
had  fhown  the  witnefs  a  pike  in  his  pofleflton,  of  which  a  minute 
<i.efcription  was  given.    The  witnefs  ftated  this  perfon  to  have  given" 

-     a& 
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mn  account  of  the  ufe  to  which  thefe  pikes  might  be  applied ;  that 
It  was  fuppofed  no  regiment  of  horfe  coiild  (land  againll  them ;  that 
fuch  pikes  were  manurad^uring  at  SheiBeld ;  and  that  he  had  recei%*ed 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Corrcfponding  Society  the  dire^ion  of 
the  peri'on  from  whom  he  might  procure  thc;n  ;  that  the  price  wat 
to  be  one  fhilling  apiece,  and  if  they  coft  more,  the  overpirs  \Vo*ild 
te  paid  bf  a  perTon  at  Shelucld,  who  v/ould  be  indemnified  by  the 
Society.  Thjt  witnefsalfo  flated  the  lame  perfon  to  h»ive  given  an 
account  of  a  meeting  intended  to  be  held  at  a  public  hci:L'  (which 
wag  named)  on  a  day  fpecified,  for  the  purpofe  ot  fixing  the  number 
of  pike8  to  be  fent  for.  I'hc  perfon  itatcd  to  have  held  tin's  con- 
verfati(Mi,  and  another  perfon  faid  to  have  been  prefent  at  it  (who 
was  alfo  one  of  the  molt  active  members  of  tiie  London  Corrcfpond- 
ing Society)^  were  foou  after  apprehended,  and  a  pike  exa^iUy  an* 
fwering  to  the  dcfcription  given  by  the  witnefs  was  found  upon  eacK 
of  them.  In  the  fubfequent  invcdigation  of  the  bufineffl,  your 
Committee  have  received  llrong  confinnation  of  the  principal  cir- 
cumllances  of  the  converfation  Hated  by  the  witnefs,  refpedling  the 
ufe  to  which  the  pikes  might  be  applied,  the  dirc6tion  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Correfponding  Society  in  order  to  procure  ihen^ 
from  Sheffield,  the  price  to  be  paid  for  them,  and  the  intended 
meeting  for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  the  number  to  be  fent  for,  and  of 
depofiting  one  (lulling  apiece  lor  the  purchafe.  One  of  the  perfoiw 
fo  apprehended,  in  explaining  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  the  pikes  from 
Shel&eld,  faid,  the  perfuafion   waS|  and  he   himfelf  believed,    the 

fovernment  were  confpiring  againll  the  people,  and  thercfoic  fhould 
e  refilled.  Another  witneis  has  iince  flated,  that  he  had  underitood 
from  one  of  the  perfons  apprehended,  that  his  pike  was  to  be  ufed 
(in  cafe  the  people  were  to  lifej  for  the  particular  purpofe  of  keep- 
ing off  the  cavalry. 

Vour  Committee,  in  the  courfe  of  this  examination,  obferved, 
that  an  account  was  given  of  fome  fuppofed  meeting  of  Militaiy 
Di^ifions,  connedcd  with  the  Corrcfponding  Society,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  learning  their  exercife  with  mufquets ;  and  it  was  llated» 
that,  with  a  view  to  inllruding  them,  theie  had  been  pnatedanil 
fold  a  copper-plate  engraving  ot  the  manual  exercife,  accompanied 
with  a  book  of  dire^ions  on  the  fubjecl.  This  engraving  was  af- 
,  terwards  pioduced,  and  it  was  proved  to  have  been  befpoke  by  one 
perfon,  and  engraved  by  another,  whofe  names  were  mentioned^ 
both  of  whom  wcfc  members  of  the  Loudon  Corrcfponding  Society, 
and  one  of  them  a  Secretaiy  to  one  of  the  diviliunSf  and  to  hav6 
been  fold  by  another  member  of  the  Society  to  feveral  members  at  % 
meeting  oi  ene  of  the  divifions.  A  more  particular  account  wai 
afterwards  given  of  a  body  formed  for  the  purpolc  of  exerciiing  wtth 
fire-arms,  which  had  taken  the  name  of  The  Loyal  Lambeth  Ailb- 
ciatidn,  but  which  had  held  no  communication  ¥'iUl  Governmciit« 
nor  received  any  authority  for  that  purpofe.  It  appears^  that  al** 
though  this  armed  foclety  Lore  the  name  of  The  Loyal  Lambetk 
AfTociation,  none  of  the  members  belonging  to  it  were  of  the  paridi 
of  Lambttlij  excepting  the  original  propoki?  of  the  AiTuciatioo, 

wh« 
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who  was  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society.  Tift 
adroifiion  of  perfons  who  were  afterwards  members  of  the  Affvcia- 
tion  was  objcdcd  to  at  firft,  becaufe  they  did  not  belong  to  the 
London  Correfponding  Society ;  but  on  promifc  that  ihey  would 
become  members  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  they  were 
admiited  into  ihis  armed  Affociation.  A  gun  engraver,  who  is 
alto  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  who  fiir- 
uiihed  this  Aflbciatiou  with  mufquets,  was  firft  introduced  to  the 
pcrion  who  fet  on  foot  the  Affociation,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
'Correfponding  Sodiety.  This  Affociation  was  regularly  trained 
aW  esLcrcifed  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  twice  a  week.  It  has  been 
given  in  evidence,  that  thin  Affociation  removed  from  the  houfe  of 
ii  tradefman  in  the  Borough,  where  they  ufed  to  exercife,  becaufe 
they  made  fo  much  noife  with  the  arms  that  the  workmen  muft 
know  what  they  were  about,  the  tradefman  having  different  work- 
men, who  might  nut  be  all  of  the  fame  principle*  Upon  this  fug- 
geftiou,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  chufe  proper  places  for  exer- 
cife, where  the  /Affociation  might  not  be  liable  to  be  interrupted  by 
the  oificers  of  police ;  and  two  places  named  to  your  Committee 
were  appointed  accordingly,  to  which  the  Affociation  adjourned  in 
two  fcparatc  divifions.  At  one  of  ihefe  places  they  exercifcd  in  a 
room  on  the  fecond  floor,  and  with  the  window  curtains  drawn } 
and  on  fomc  occaiions,  at  another  place,  by  candle-light,  from  eight 
to  ten  o  clock  at  night,  with  the  (nutters  barred  up.  At  the  place 
where  the  Lambeth  Affociation  met,  there  was  a  ptinted  ticket  of 
admiffion  with  the  following  infcription  engraved  on  it,  *  Liberty 
•  io  iho/e  who  dare  dcjind  it,'  The  objeft  of  all  the  perfons  who 
attended  the  Affociation  (as  was  collected  from  their  converfatioa) 
was  univerial  iuffrage  and  annual  eleCiion.  If  they  could  not  obtain 
a  reform  in  Parliament  in  any  other  way,  they  meant  to  have  re- 
cuurfe  to  arms.  1  he  Committee  have  traced  eighteen  iland  of  arms 
adually  purchafed  by  this  Affociation.  This  number,  purchafed 
by  perlons  apparently  in  very  indigent  circumllaflces,  is  a  fufEcient 
proof  of  ihetr  earneltners  in  {he  dclign  in  which  they  had  engaged, 
But  it  further  appears,  that  the  fame  perfon  who  fupplied  this  num- 
ber, had  engaged  to  furniih  arms  as  the  numbers  who  defired  to  have 
them  increaied  $  and  that  iixty  mufquets  had  been  mentioned  a# 
Kkciy  to  be  wanted  for  this  Affociaiion.  It  alfo  appears  to  youx; 
Committee,  that  other  inilitutions  of  the  fame  nature  cxifted,  and 
that  iubfcriptions  had  been  opened  for  the  purpofe  of  providing 
nlufqoets.  Ln  addition  to  the  means  already  enumerated  for  gra- 
dually providing  pikes  and  muiquets,  it  has  appeared  in  evidence* 
that  one  of  the  ichemes  in  agitation  was  to  leize  the  arms  in  the 
(hops  of  the  gunfmiths  in  Loudon,  and  to  diftnbute  the  arms,  fo 
feized,  among  the  members  of  the  London  Coirefponding  Society. 
*  Thcfc  proceedings  in  London,  fuflRciently  important  in  them- 
felves,  become  itili  more  deierving  of  ferious  confideration,  whea 
combined  with  meafures  of  a  fimilar  deicription  taken  at  Sheffield, 
and  in  feveral  parts  of  Scotland,  and  which  not  only  coincide  in 
'  *^  of  time,  but  bear  the.  ihon^ett  marks  of  dcliberati:  concert 

M4t 


SECOND  RZPORT  OF  COMMONS*  SCClllT  CCMMnTtF.      ^ 

•nd  connexion  with  the  attempts  in  London »  to  which  your- 
Committee  have  already  diredcd  the  attention  of  the  Honie.' 
Your  Committee  have  already  infertcd  in  this  Report  a  letter  fro?nr 
sperfon  at  Sheffield,  found  in  the  poifeffion  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
J^ondon  Correfponding  Society,  and  inclofing  a  dire6l:ion  to  ano«- 
ther  perfon  at  Sheffield,  who  was  to  forward  to  the  maker  of  the 
pikes  all  fiich  orders  as  he  might  receive  from  London  for  that: 
pnrpofe.  * 

'  It  has  appeared,  from  the  c.'>ncttrrin^  tedimony  of  feveral  perfonr 
examined  oefore  the  Priry  Council,  that  xhu  direction  was  a^ually. 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Corrcfponding  Society  to  one  of  its 
members ;  that  many  perfonn  were  defirous  of  procuring  pikes ;  and* 
that  fubfcription9  had  been  r.lready  entered  into,  with  the  view  of 
procuring  them  from  Sheffield.  One  of  the  other  perfon s  appre- 
liended  at  SheiHeld,  who  had  been  Secretary  to  the  Conftitutionalr 
Society  there,  and  upon  whom  a  pike  was  found,  acknowledged  thab 
he  had  feen  the  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Correfponding  Societ]f 
in  London,  containing  the  inclofure  for  Norwich;  and  that  the 
writer  told  him  he  had  inclofed  the  letter  for  Norwich  in  the  other 
for  fear  of  fufpicion :  The  fame  perfon  alfo  faid,  he  could  not  doubt 
in  the  leaft  that  the  pikes  were  to  be  fumifhed  to  London,  accord^' 
tag  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  which  had  been  explained  to  him  at 
Sheffield.  It  appears  that,  fome  time  in  March  lail,  a  perfon  call*' 
inghimfelf  Yorxe,  a  member  of  the  Conllitutional  Society  at  Lon-* 
don,  and  who  was  chofen  by  them  as  one  of  their  Delegates  to  the 
Convention  at  Edinburgh,  recommended  it  to  the  people  of  Shef^* 
field  to  take  armSf  reprefenting  it  as  a  matter  of  right,  founded  on 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  obferving  that  the  opposite  party  was  arming-^ 
and  therefore  that  the  other  party  (hould  be  armed  alfo ;  that  Yorke 
ufed  thefe  recommendations  both  in  private  and  public  ;  told  them 
in  converfation,  juft  after  the  meeting  at  Sheffield,  where  he  had 
been  Chairman,  that  pikes  were  ufed  in  France  ;  and  recommended 
to  the  people  to  gti  arms,  according  to  an  advert ifement  publtfhed 
at  Sheffield,  faying  that  it  was  legal  and  conllitutional ;  and  that 
they  ought  to  get  pikes  as  in  France.  This  mesfuie  of  anning  wiis 
approved  of  by  the  greater  pnrt  of  the  Society  at  Sheffield,  which 
appears  from  information  bt-fore  your  Committee  to  be  very  nume- 
rous, and  to  have  been  fubdividcd  into  45  or  50  fnrall  bddies,  or 
different  Clubs.  In  confequence  of  theie  recommendations,  pikes 
were  made  at  Sheffield  under  Yorke's  orders,  and  the  form  and  fize 
were  regulated  by  his  particular  direction.  Your  Committee  thijifc 
it  of  importance  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  circiun- 
ilance,  as  they  fhallhave  occalion  to  advert  more  particulaily,  in  a 
fubfequent  part  of  this  Report,  to  thepnucip'cs  and  views  publicly 
avoMcd  by  Yorke  at  a  meeting  held  at  Sl.e.fleld  on  the  7th  of  April 
laft.  Four  perfons  arc  ftated  to  have  becji  employed  in  the  maftu- 
fafture  of  thefe  p'kes,  and  ore  of  thefe  perfons  to  have  worked  at 
them  for  fome  weeks  paft  ;  and  it  appears  thst  ffvt  rd  have  bc^n  *al- 
rcady  made  and  fold  to  different  perfons  at  iSheffield,  at  the  price  :f 
twd.  apiece  (  The  pike  taken  upon  one  of  the  perfons  apprehended 

at 
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at  Sheffield  anfprers  precifely  to  the  defcription  given  in  the  letter 
before  inferted.     In  addition  to  this  account  of  tne  meafures  taken 
fbr  prsviding  pikes,  it  mud  be  obfenredy  that  the  three  perfons  ap* 
prehended  at  Sheffield  concur  in  declaring,  that  the^  had  fcen  there 
a  pattern  of  an  inftrument,  which  has»  on  different  occafions»  be^ 
iifed  in  military  operations  for  impeding  the  approach  of  cavalry, 
and  which  was  dated  by  the  witncfles  to  be  intended  to  be  laid  la 
the  road  at  night  for  that  purpofe.     One  of  them  faid  that  he  had 
so  doubt  that  this  inflniment  was  formed  with  the  (ame  intention 
as  the  pikes,  to  defend  the  meeting  at  Sheffield  againft  the  rnili* 
tary.     It  was  alfo  ftat'-'I,  that  about  the  time  when  thefe  anaa 
were  prepared,  they  had  rcfolved  at  Sheffield  (as  will  appear  more 
particttlarly  in  the  fequel  of  the  Report)  that  no  further  petition 
fiiould  be  made  to  Parliament  on  the  fubje£k  of  reform,  althougii 
they  intended  to  go  on  in  their  demands ;  and  one  of  the  peribos 
examined  faid,  if  any  mretinj^s  were  to  be  held  at  Sheffield  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  universal  fuffrage*    and  any  attempt  made 
to  difturb  fuch  meeting,  he  thought  the  people  would  be  juftlfied 
in  reii (lance. 

While  your  Committee  were  employed  in  inveftigating  the  <mgin 
and  progrefs  of  the  plan  for  arming  the  people  in  London  and  at 
Sheffield,  they  received  intelligence  of  the  exidence  of  fimilar  de- 
signs in  vScotland,  which  appear  to  have  been  in  a  much  greater  de- 
gree of  forwardnefst  and  to  have  been  conduced  with  fuch  fecrecv 
that  they  might  have  produced  the  mod  ferious  confequences,  if 
accident  had  not  led  to  a  timely  difcoverv  of  their  nature  and  extent 
before  they  had  been  carried  into  execution.     This  intelligence  wai 
communicated  to  your  Committee  in  feveral  lettecs  from  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Dundas,  which  contain  fo  full  a  narrative  of  the  circumdaoces 
leading  to  the  difcovtry  of  this  deGgn,  of  the  fcope  and  nature  of 
the  defign  itfelf^  of  the  principles  with  which  it  was  conne£ked» 
and  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  have  been  accomplidied,  that 
your  Committee  have  thought  they  could  not  lay  this  importaut 
matter  before  the  Houfe  in  a  more  fatisfattory  manner  than  by 
inferting  the  letters  at  large  in  this  place.     It  is  however  to  be  ob^ 
fervcdy  that,    befides  what  relates  immediately  to  this  particular 
head,  thefe  letters  contain  matters  applying  to  other,  important 
branches  of  the  fubje£t  pf  this  Report ;  and  to  which  it  will  be  nc- 
ceffary  hereafter  to  refer  ;  and  tliat  many  of  the  important  circum- 
itances  detailed  in  Mr.  Dundas's  letters  have  been  alfo  communis 
cated  to  your  Committee  through  other  channels. 

•  SIR,  Whitehall,  K/h  May  1794. 

*  I  have  received  this  mornings  from  the  Sheriff  Depute  of 
**  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  authentic  information  of  an  acci- 

•  dental  difcovcry  made  on  the  15th  and  i6th  ultimo,  thcgcoe- 

•  nd  report  of  which  I  ftei  it  proper  to  fiate  to  youi  as  it  fceini 

•  matcrlalK"  coanedted  with  the   inquiry  in  which  the  Secret 

•  Ci^m^^ittee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  is  now  engaged. 

•  Tha 
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*  The  creditors  of  a  bankrupt  having  received  information 

*  that  part  of  his  goods  had  been  embezzled,  and  were  fecrited 
'  in  the  houfe  of  an  individual,  the  ofual  warrant  was  ifTued,  au- 

*  tboriziog  a  fearch  to  be  made  in  the  fufpeded  place;  and  in 

*  carrying  it  into  execution,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  the 

*  officers  difcovered  in  a  private  place,  where  they  appeared  to 
'  have  been  concealed,  twelve  pike  or  fpear  heads.     The  pro- 

*  prietor  of  the  houfe,  who  happened  to  be  from  home  at  the 

*  time,  w^s  foon    thereafter  taken  into  cuftody,  and  on  being 

*  carried  before  the  proper  magillrate  for  examination,  refufed 

*  to  give  any  account  of  ihefe  weapons,  to  whom  they  belonged, 

*  or  for  what  purpofes  they  were  intended.     On  a  more  narrow 

*  fearch,  there  was  like  wife  difcovered,  in  a  private  and  con- 

*  cedled  part  of  the  houfe,  two  other  pike  or  fpear  heads,  iimilar 
«  to  the  others,  two  battle-axes,  and  a  fhaft  or  pole,  *with  a 

*  fcrew  on  the  end,  fitted  for  receiving  either  the  fpear  head  or 

*  battle-axe. 

*  Immediate  inquiry  being  made  after  the  pcrfons  with  whom 

*  this  individual  had  lately   been  feen   in    company^  and  two 

*  blackfmiths  being  mentioned  among  them,  their  houfes  and 

*  (hops  were  immediately  fearclied ;  One  of  the  two  was   alfo 

*  taken  into  cuftody ;  the  other  efcaped  and  abfconded.— In  the 

*  fh«p  of  the  firft  of  thefe  men  were  found  four  pike  or  fpear 

*  heads,  finifhed,  fitted  with  fcrews  and  fockcts,  and  ready  t6 
'  be  fixed  on  (hafts  i  eight  battle-axes,  ulfo  fitted  and  finifhed  ; 

*  and  twenty  blades  more  not  quite  finiflied,  but  nearly  fo. 

*  In  the  (hop  and  dwelling-houfe  .of  the  other,  who  had  ah- 

*  fconded,  no  fiich  weapons  were  found  ;  but  the  apprentices, 

*  on  being  examined  before  a  raagiflrate,  ncknowledged  that  the 

*  pike  or  fpear  heads  firft  difcovered  had  been  privately  manu- 

*  faflurcd  in  their  mailer's  (hop  during  the  courfe  of  this  fort- 

*  night  paft,  and  carried  piivately  to  his  houfe  as  foon  as  com- 

*  pleted. 

*  The  battle-axes  and  blades  appear  alfo  to  have  been  manu- 

*  fadured  within  this  fortnight  paft ;  and  were  intended,  as  the 

*  maker  of  them  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  the  people, 

*  fhould  an  invafion  take  place.     But  it  appears,  that  to  his 

*  apprentices,  whom  he  had  employed  in  aifilling  Jiim  to  make 

*  them,  he  pretended  they  were  meant  for  a  gate ;  an  account 

*  obvioufly  falfe,  as  he  could  not  point  out  any  gate  for  which 

*  thefe  weapons  were  intended,  nor  name  any   pcrfon  who  had 

*  ordered  him  to  frame  a  gate  of  fo  particular  a  conIlru£lion. 

*  Thefe  circumftances  have  induced  the  maglftrates  to  commit 
«  all  the  perfons  concerned,  for  cxamiuaiion  ;  and  the  refult  of 

*  tlie  inquiries  which  arc  at  prcfent  can7int;  forward,   I  cxpett 
«  will  be  regularly  communicated  to  me — It  is  proper  alfo  to 

*  inform  you,  that  3^  the  pcrfons  chiefiy  concerned  appear  to 

*  have  been  men;ib'.MS  of  the  Britlih  Convention  which  met  at 

*  Edinburgh  lad   winter  ;  and  fii».ce   the  difperfion    of  it  have 

*  continued  the  mult  iitlivc  and  leading  pcrlons  in  the  Societies 

Vol.  iv:,  g  ^     •  whofc 
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'  whofe  delegates  compofed  the  principal  part  of  that  tn«eting'# 

*  who  appear  at  prefent  taking  meafure^  for  calling  another  Ooo- 
'  vention  of  the  fame  nature^  which  they  expeded  ia  to  t&kc 
'  place  foon  in  England  ;  and  fome  of  whom  have  ackno^edg^ 

*  that  the  propriety  of  the  individuals  compofing  thefe  Societies 

*  arming  themfelves  with  fpears  and  pikes  has,  within  tbcfc  few 

*  weeks  pall,  been  the   fubje^  of  converfation  amongft  tiacin, 

*  and  ilcps  taken  for  carrying  that  purpofc  into  execution  ^th 

*  caution  and  fecrecy. 

*  The  file  nee  of  one  of  the  perfoni,  the  inconfiftent  and  oon- 

*  tradictory  account  of  the  other,  and  the  flight  of  the  third, 

*  throw  a  very  ilrong  fufpicion  on  the  purpofes  and  intentions  of 

<  the  parties  concerned  in  this  tranfadtion.     The  Sheriff  it,  is 

<  the  courfe  of  his  duty,  proceeding  to  inveRigate  the  matter 
^  more  accurately :   But  I  confider  it  neceifary  and  proper  to 

*  communicate  through  you  to  the  Committee  infonnatioD  fo 

*  intimately  conned^ed  with  the  obje6l  of  its  inquiries,  howcrer 

*  imperfc^  that  information  ftiH  is,  but  which  1  have  no  doubt 

*  will  foon  be  completed. 

<  lam, 
•SIR, 

*  Your  moft  obedient 
*  Humble  Servant, 
«  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt/  «  HENRY  DUNDAS/ 

*  SIR,  Whitehall,  z$d  May  1794^ 

*  I  have  received  this  morning  farther  accounts  from  the 

*  Sheriff  Depute  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  tranfa6tions  ftaied  in  my 

*  lad  letter;  and  the  reftilt  vS  the  inquiries  fince  made  by  that 

*  magidiate,  and  which  are  ilill  gomg  forward*  appear  to  me  of 

*  fuch  a  nature  as  to  deferve  the  particular  attention  of  the  Se- 

*  crct  Committee. 

«  One  of  the  individuals  mentioned  in  my  former  letter  has 

<  fince  made  a  dtfclofure,  and  a  perfon  fmce  taken  into  euftody, 

*  and  who  appears  to  have  been  privy  to  the  whole  tranfadion, 
«  has  confcfTed,  that  thcfc  weapons  were  the  firil  of  a  very  large 
«  number  and  quantity,  artually  ordered  to  be  made,  and  in- 

*  tended  to  he  privately  difperfcd  among  the  members  of  theva- 

*  rious  Societies  throughout  Scotland,  A) ling  themfelves  Fneods 

*  of  the  People,  and  wlio  appear  to  be  at  prefent  employed  in 

*  taking  meafurcs  for  calling  toj^ether  another  Britifh  Convention 

*  of  Delegates  to  be  held  in  England.     An  order  has  been  given 

*  from  one  town   alone    in    4Sei)tIand,  for  a  large  quantity  of 

*  weapons  of  tlic  nature  dcfcrbcd;  no  lefs  a  number  than 4PC0 

*  has  been  mention.xl,  and  more  arc  intended  to  be  diilributcd  in 

*  Edinburgh.     Emifl'aries  appear  alfo  to  have  been  dif patched, 

*  within  this  fortnight  or  three  weeks  pall,  to  the  manttfaAuring 
«  towns  in  the  weit  of  Scotland,  for  the  purpofe  of  founding  the 

*  ineliuatioiis  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  there  who  are  known  to 

*  be  members  of  thefe  Societies  |  and  there  is  rcafon  to  believe, 

*  fron 
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^'  from  infbrmatioa  received  from  irarioua  dt£Fereot  quartcrsi  that 

*  thefe  perfons  have  hy  oo  meant  been  unfuccefsful. 

*  Paifley  is  in  particular  aUuded  to  as  being  in  a  ftate  of  great 
'.  •Radineis ;  and  there  has  been  pofitive  information  recetvcd 
^  through  other  chanocb,  that  within  thefe  three  weeks  perfons 
^  of  that  defcription  have  aifembled  themfelves  to  a  very  confi-' 

*  'derable  number  in  the  night  time,  for  the  purpofe  of  pradifin^ 
'  the  life  of  arms.    The  particulars  of  this  information^  and  the 

<  extent  to  which  thrfe  meetings  have  proceeded,  are  at  prefent 

*  matter  of  inquiry  with  the  proper  magiftrates  of  the  place ;  but 

*  the  rcfult  has  not  yet  been  received. 

*  The  formation  of  this  plan  is  now  traced  home  to  certain 

*  perfons,  fome  of  whom  are  in  cuftody,  who  appear  to  be  cn- 
^  truiied  by  thefe  Societies  in  Scotland  with  the  moft  unlimitei 

*  powers  in  dired^ing  their  future  proceedings^-carrying  oo  their 

*  correfpondence — and  who  adl  as  a  Conunittee  ot  Secrecy,  con- 

*  filling  of  a  certr.in  number  of  perfons,  the  principal  and  moil: 

*  adive  members  of  the  Britifli  Convchtion.     The  chufing  of 

*  delegates  to  the  expected  Convention  in  England,  the  place  of 
'^  whoTe. meeting  is  not  vet  divulred,  and  the  raifmg  of  contribu- 

*  tions  among  the  various  Societies  throughout  Scotland  for 
^  defraying  the  charges  of  fuch   delegates,   appear  to  be  the 

*  material  part  of  their  prefent  employment,  and  in  which  it 

*  would  Teem  they  had  made  fome  progrefs.  And  it  is  the  fame 
^  Committee  who  have,  for  thefe  fome  weeks  pad,  been  confuhing 

*  and  taking  meafures  for  arming  themfelves,  and  the  members 

*  of  the  vanous  clubs,  with  pikes  and  battle-axes,  and  who  have 

*  employed  the  perfons  above  mentioned  in  manufaduring  thenu 

*  The  fcheme  appears  to  have  been  iirft  propofed  and  agreed 
'  upon  about  a  month  ago ;   to  have  been  fince  canned  on  with 

<  th'?  utmoft  fecrecy  and  caution  ;  and  the  weapons,  fo  far  as  haa 
'  yet  been  difcovercd,  manufa^ured  by  fuch  perfons,  in  fuch 
'  fmall  quantities,   in  fuch  circumiiances,  and  under  fuch  pre- 

*  tences,   as  not  to  render  the  progrefs  of  the  work  probably 

*  liable  to  fufpicion  or  dctedion  ;  and  it  was  brought  tb  light  by 
'  the  v^ry  accidental  and  lingular  incident  which  1  mentioned  in 

*  my  former  letter. 

*  I  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  obferving,  that  the  magillrates  and 

*  officers  of  the  law  in  Scotland  have  been,  and  ftiU  continue, 

*  adlive  in  the  fearchee  and  inquiries  making  at  the  different  fuf- 

*  ped^ed  places  within  their  refpedive  junfdid^ions.     In  Perth 

*  and  Dundee  nothing  has  been  uifcovered  which  can  lead  me  to 

*  believe  that  meafures  have  been  taken  in  either  of  thefe  places 

*  for  making  arms,  the  manufacture  of  which  feems  to  have  been 
'  confined  to  Edinburgh,  and  intended  to  have  been  gradually  dif- 

*  perfed  from  thence  to  fuch  places  as  required  them.     No  fuch 

*  weapons  have  been  difcovercd  at  PaiOey  or  in  its  neighbour- 

*  hood ;  though  the  intention  of  arming,  and  holding  regular 
'  nightly  meetings,  !are  perfedly  dfcertained* 

g  2  *  Infonna- 


« 
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*  Information  has  alTo  been  communicated^  of  the  authenticitj' 
'  of  which  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  that  a  confpiracy  haff  beea 
'  formed,  as  foon  as  a  proper  cumber  of  thefc  weapons  were 
<  diftributed  among  the  r  riends  of  the  People  in  Edinburgh*  to 

feize  in  the  night  the  perfons  of  the  principal  magiftrates*  and 
'  officers  of  the  law;  the  banks,  the  public  ol^ce8>  guards,  and 
'  prifon ;  and  after  inticing  the  foldiery  from  the  cadble^  by* 
'  kindling  a  fire  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  to  intercept  them'  on 
'  their  return,  by  means  of  different  armed  parties  to  be  properly 

*  ftationed  for  that  pnrpofe. 

*  It  appears  likcwife,  from  indifputable  fad^s,  that  the  naoft 

*  fecret  and  artful  means  have  been  and  are  ftill  ufing  with  the 

*  Fencible  Regiments  in  Scotland,  to  excite  them  to  difobcdt- 

*  ence  and  mutiny.     The  printed  paper  •  which  I  herewith. 

*  traofmit  has  been  induftrioufly  circulated  for  that  purpofci 
*  I  have  the  honour  ft>  be, 

*  SIR, 

*  Your  moft  obedient 
*  Humble  fervant, 

«  HENRY  DUNDAS.» 
«  Right  Horn  Mr.  Pitt* 

•SIR,  Whitehall,  24th  May  1794. 

*  I  have  received  no  further  accounts  of  the  refult  of  the  in- 
quiries going  on  in  Edinburgh  ;  but  I  am  forry  to  ftate  that  I 
have  received  information  from  the  fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Renfrew,  confirmed  by  letters  received  from  other  refpe^ble 
perfpns  in  Paiflcy,  that  the  magiftrates  of  that  place  having, 
in  the  courfe  of  their  inquiries,  committed  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  19th  a  man  to  cuflody  for  further  examination,  a  confider- 
able  number  of  perfons  (feveral  hundreds)  aflemblcd  in' the 
evening,  and  after  choofin^  a  Prefident,  whom  they  addreffed 
by  the  title  of  Citizen  Prefident,  voted  a  number  of^refolurions 
to  the  following  purpofe :  That  a  National  Convention  fhould 
be  immediately  called,  to  which  they  would  fend  delegates— 
That  they  (hould  not  petition  Parliament,  as  it  was  to  them- 
felves  alone,  and  to  fuch  Convention,  they  could  look  for  re- 
drefs.  They  then  proceeded  to  confider  the  coBdu6t  of  the 
(heriff  and  magidrates  in  committing  their  brother  citizen,  aa 
he  was  termed  ;  and,  after  much  difcuffion  as  to  the  propnety 
of  immediately  rclcafing  him  by  force,  the  majority  feemed 
inclined  to  take  mild  meafures  fir(t,  and  to  fend  a  deputation 
to  aflc  his  rcleafc.  But  the  magiflrates  having  received  inform- 
ation of  what  was  intended,  and  difmiffed  the  man  from  cuf- 
tody,  the  mob  difperfed  with  three  cheers,  having  been  previ- 
oufly  inftru6ted  by  their  Prefident  to  abftain  from  further 
tumult,  and  to  obferve  a  peaceable  and  orderly  condud. 

*  Appeadiz  A.  (Ne«  i.) 

*  The 


SISCOKO  HBPORT  OP  COMMOWS'  SECRET  COMMITTEE.      4$ 

«  The  anthonty  of  the  civil  mugiftrate  is  in  the  mean  time 

*  entirely  fuperfeded ;  and  until  a  proper  force  is  fent  to  proteft 

*  them  in  the  future  execution  of  their  duty,  which  has  bce« 
'  anxioufly  required  by  the  (heriff  and  magiflrates,  they  dare  not 

*  proceed  in  the  common  courfe  of  legal  and  judicial  inquiry 

*  againft  any  of  the  perfons  who  are  fufpe<5ked  of  being  concerned 

*  in  thefe  violent  and  tumultuary  proceedingrs.  But  ii  cannot 
'  efcape  the  obfervation  of  the  Committee,  how  accurately  this 
'  intelligence  correfponds  with  and  confirms  the  information 
'  yefterday  commnmcatedt  as  to  the  (late  of  the  minds  of  thefe 

*  people  in  that  neighbourhood ;  the  alarm  which  their  leaden 

*  feel  as  to  the  rcfult  of  the  legal  inquiries  at  prefent  depending  ; 

*  and  the  regular  fyfttftnaiic  connexion  between  them  and  the 
'  leaders  at  Edinburgh,  as  difcovered  from  the  yet  unfiatOiedand 

*  hafty  examinations  taken  in  that  city. 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
«  SIR, 
•  Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

*  HENRY  DUNDASL' 
<  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt.' 

•SIR,    ^  ,  ^        Whitehall,  27th  May  1-94. 

•  I  have  this  morninci^  received  farther  information  from  i>cot- 
'  land,  which  appears  to  me  proper  to  he  cummunlcated  to  the 

*  Committee. 

*  The  perfons  in  whofe  cuftody  the  weapons,  formerly  de- 

*  fcribed,  were  found,  appear  to  have  aAed  for  fome  time  pad 

*  under  the  name  of  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  appointed 

*  by  the  Britifh  Convention,  and  to  have  been  empowered  by 

*  the  various  Societies  throughout  Scotland  to  diredl  all  their 

*  future   proceedings. — By    means   of   emiffjiries   privately  •  dif- 

*  patched  to  different  pans  of  the  country,  this  Committee  hat 

*  fignified  to,    and  prepared  a  number  of  the  Societies  for  the 

*  approaching  Convention   in   England,    many   of  whom  have 

*  chofen,  and  all,  as  far  as  is  yet  known,  agreed  to  clioofe  dele- 

*  gates  to  attend  it,  and  fubfcribe  for  their  cxpences. — The  time 

*  and  place  .of  meeting  was  not  divulged,  and  were  to  be  com- 

*  municated  from  Edinburgh  in  proper  time,  by  individuals  to 

*  be  f«nt  from  thence  for  that  purpofe,   whofe  arrival  was  daily 

*  looked  for  by  feveral  of  the  different  Societies. — One  of  the 

*  members  of  the  late  Convention  at  Edinburgh  appears  within 

*  this  fortnight  paft  to  have  been  difpatched,  "and  to  have  aif^u-^ 

*  ally  performed  an  extenfive  tour  through  the  weft  part  of  Scot- 

*  land,  to  have  vifited  in  his  progrefs  the  to-vvng  of  Qucensferryj 

*  Falkirk,  Stirling,  St.  Ninians,  Kclfyth,  KirkintuUoch,  Camp- 

*  Cic,  Glafgow,  andPaifley;  in  all  of  which  places  he  appears  to 

*  have  met  with  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  thefe  Socic- 

*  ties  ;  to  have  left  with  them,  and  the  members  of  the  Societies^ 

*  copies  of  a  circular  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Edinburgh, 
,♦  and  inftruded  them  in  what  manner  they  were  in  future  to 

*  cany 
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carry  on  their  correfpondencc ;  and  to  hare  fuggefted  ta  tbes 
the  propriety  of  fumifhing  themfelvcs  with  arms,  for  tke  pnr^ 
pofes  ot  defence,  under  the  pretence  of  defending  tbemfelves 
againft  foreign  troops.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  diftrt- 
bute  fome  ot  the  weapons  lately  diicovered  at  £dinburgh  *,  hf 
means  of  perfons  pnvately  diipatched  to  the  country  for  that 
purpofe ;   and  which  feeoM  only  to  have  failed  kk  iu  execution 


from  the  timiditv  of  the  perfon  foh'cited  to  do  fo. 

*  An  indiyidual  of  the  ikme  defcription  has  been  taken  tntA 
cuftody  in  the  country,  who  appears  to  have  conauffioBedp 
and  a^ually  received  from  Englaiid»  fome  mufquets  and  bayo- 
nets. '  On  being  queftioned  by  the  proper  magiftrate,  he  has 
refufed  giving;  any  expbnation,  farther  than  that  he  commif- 
fioned  them  m  the  way  of  his  bufinefs^-But  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  ever  dealt  in  fuch  articles  before  i  no  perfon  appeam  to 
have  commiffioned  him  to  procure  any  fuch ;  and  there  feema 
to  be  full  evidence  of  his  having  foHcited  othen  to  purchafe 
what  they  of  themfelves  were  not  thinking  of,  or  wiihiog  to 
provide. 

'  He  admits  having  correfponded  with  the  London  Corre* 
fponding  Society  on  the  fubje6t  of  a  Convention,  and  that  the 
Society  of  which  he  is  a  leader  had  agrreed  to  fend  delegates  to 
it,  as  foon  as  the  time  and  phu^e  of  meeting  fliould  be  di- 
vulged. 

*  A  requtfition  has  been  made  by  the  magiftrates  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  Paifley,  for  a  military  force  to  prote^  them  in 
the  execution  of  their  duty,  and  in  their  perfons  and  properties ; 
which  has  been  duly  attended  to.  It  is  with  much  fatisladion 
I  inform  you,  that  the  gentlemen  of  eftate  and  charader,  in 
the  county  of  Renfrew,  have  voluntarily  ftepped  forn'ard,  and 

^  detennined  to  iupport  the  authority  of  the  civil  magiftratc. 
*  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
*  SIR, 
«  Your  mod  obedient 

*  Humble  fervant, 

«  HENRY  DUNDAS.* 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt.' 

«  SIR,  V/hitehall,  2d  June  1794. 

*  The  information  I  have  received  this  morning  from  Edin- 
'  burgh  enables  me  to  ilate  to  the  Committee  that  the  tranfac- 

*  tions  communicated  in  my  former  letters  are  farther  cleared  up 

*  by  the  inquiries  which  have  fince  taken  place  in  that  city. 

*  Some  of  the  perfons  who  abfconded  on  the  firtt  difcovery  of 
'  the  arms  concealed  in  certain  houfes  have  been  difcovered  and 
'  apprehended ;  and  the  refult  of  thefc  farther  inquines  confirms,  in 

*  almoil  every  particular,  the  account  received  from  other  qoarters, 
'  and  the  import  of  which  I  have  already  laid  before  the  Com- 

•  Vide  Appendix  A.  (No.  a.) 

<  jnittee. 
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•  '^  mittee.     The  eftablifliment  of  9  Secret  Committee  at  j]Edin« 
'  bur?h»  invefted  with  full  powers  to  dired  the  future  operation* 

*  of  the  Societies  throughout  Scotland ;  the  regular  correfpond* 
'  ence  privately  carried  on  by  means  of  emifiaries  difpatched  to 

-    '  the  different  towns ;  the  afcertaining  the  exad  nnmber  of  per* 
.  *  fons  in  thefe  Societies,  who  were  directed  to  provide  thcmfelves 

*  with  arms,  and  to  bold  themfelves  in  readinefs  for  any  meafure 

*  which  the  Secret  Committee  might  in  due  time  communicate  ; 

<  are  confirmed  by  every  account  and  information  which  the 

*  magiftrates  have  received.  And  an  individual  who  has  been 
'  lately  taken  into  cullody  has  confirmed  the  account  received 

*  from  a  different  quarter,  of  the  dangerous  defign  planned  by  the 

*  Edinburgh  Committee,  of.eiFe6iing  a  general  mi'urre^ion  as 

*  foon  as  they  were  ready  and  prepared  for  carrying  it  into 

*  execution,  by  the  feizure  of  the  principal  magiftrates  and  offi- 
.    '  cers  of  the  law  at  midnight,  and  poflefling  thcmfelves  of  the 

*  prifons  and  public  offices,  as  ftated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 

*  23d  May,  and  then  communicated  through  a  diiterent  channel 

*  from  that  through  which  the  prefent  confirmation  of  thefe  cir* 

*  eumAances  has  been  received.     The  plan  feems  not  only  to  have 

<  been  difculTcd  and  ddiberated  on  by  the  ringleaders  at  Edin- 

•  *  burgh,   but  to  have  proceeded  a  certain  degree  in  its  flept 

*  towards  adual  execution,  which  appear  to  have  been  condudled 

*  with  the  utmoft  caution  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
'  the  execution  of  the  plan  was  not  to  be  confined  to  Edinburgh^ 
'  but  was  meant  to  take  place  in  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable 
'  towns  in  Scotland  on  a  certain  day,  and  at  one  and  the  fame 

*  time.     The  proper  and  ufual  ileps  have  been  takes  for  bringing 

*  the  offenders  to  trial ;  and  thofe  agalnfl  whom  the  information 

*  chiefly  points  are  detained  in  cullody. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  be» 
*SIR, 
*  Your  moft  obedient, 

*  Humble  fervant, 

•  HENRY  DUNDAS.* 

*  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt.' 

From  what  has  been  ftated  it  appears,  that  the  defign  of  arming, 
as' far  as  it  has  yet  proceeded,  has  been  conducted  with  great  le- 
crecy  and  caution,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  a  remarkable  degree 
of  uniformity  and  concert  in  parts  of  the  kingdom  remote  from 
each  other.  The  weapons  principally  provided  fcem  to  have  been 
peculiarly  calculated  for  the  purpofes  of  fudden  violence,  and  to 
nave  been  chofen  in  conformity  to  the  exanple  of  what  has  recently 
pafledin  France.  The  adlual  progrefs  ma  Ic  in  tiie  execution  of  tlic 
defign,  during  the  fliort  period  of  a  few  weeks,  fufficieiuly  (hows 
what  might  have  been  cxpefled,  if  the  Societies  had  proceeded* 
without  interruption,  in  incrcafing  the  number  of  their  members, 
and  the  fund  for  providing  arms. 

YOUR 
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YOUR  COMMITTEE  will  next  proceed  to  by  before  the 
Houfe  ?r.  nccount  of  various  remarkable  circumilaDcety  which  haTie 
appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  inveftigation,  and  which  fiimifh  ftiik- 
ing  inAances,  either  of  the  general  principles  on  whkh  the  dlicf 
promoters  of  this  plan  have  a6ied»  or  of  fpecific  meafiiret  wfatcb 
they  had  in  contemplation ,  and  which »  from  their  nature  and  Ib- 
portance,  deferve  to  be  particularly  noticed. 

The  general  difpofition  of  the  perfons  engaged  in  tbefe  meafuresy 
to  applaud  and  promote  the  new  poHtical  principles  adopted  in 
France,  has  been  dated  in  the  former  Keport,  and  nvill  be  more 
detailed  in  the  fequel :  But  it  ft  ems  proper  to  your  Committee  here 
to  mention  fome  of  the  letters  of  two  of  the  mod  adive  members  of 
the  Correfpcnding  Society,  which  (how  their  adherence  to  the  caolc 
of  France  in  the  prefent  war ;  their  con  virion  of  the  connexion 
between  that  caule  and  their  own  objeAs ;  and  their  views  even  <^ 
availing  themfelves,  if  pofiible,  of  the  alTiftance  of  the  French  arms 
in  carrying  their  deiigns  into  execution. 

In  a  letter  from  Hardy  to  the  United  Societies  at  Norwich, 
dated  the  17th  0£^obcr  1 793,  which  is  inferted  in  the  Appendix  •, 
there  is  this  remarkable  pafiage — *  The  rejoicings  for  the  captore 

*  of  Valenciennes  were  not  confined  to  Norwich  alone.     The  igno- 

*  rant  every- where  elfc  throughout  the  nation  betrayed  their  imbc- 

*  cility  on  the  occaiion  ;  but  t/je  taking  of  a  io^m  ;  the  flaughtering 

*  of  thoufands  of  human  beings ;  the  laying  wafle  whole  provinces, 

*  or  the  cnflaving  a  nation  njowever  great  evtlt  they  may  be)^  can 
'  onl^s  for  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  retard  the  progrefs  of.  truth  and 

*  reafon :  Be  not  d'tjheartened^  therefore^  purfue  your  plan,  inftni& 
<  mankind,    and   conftitutionally  fet   your   foces   again  ft   exifting 

*  abufes :    Be  aflured  that  many  are  our  friends,  who  only  wait  a 

*  favourable  opportunity  openly  to  join  us,  while  our  enemies  have 

*  much  enfeebled  themielvcs  and  their  caufc  by  arbitrary  exertions  : 

*  Dcfpotifm  is  at  its  latl  gafp ;    one  or  two  campaigns  more  will 

*  terminate  its  cxiilence.'  And  in  a  fubfcquent  letter  f  from 
Margarot  to  tli*  United  Societies  at  Norwich,  dated  in  March  laft, 
the  fentimtnts  exprefled  are  ftill  more  ftrlking : — •  This  morning 

*  ten  (hips  of  war  have  left  Spithcad  for  the  Channel,  and  it 
«  is  repoitcd  tiiat  the  IJrcft  fleet  is  out.     Rumour,  always  manify- 

*  ing  things,  f.:,3,  there  are  feventy  fail  ©f  the  French  at  fea  ;  iffo^ 

*  there  mnjl  be  u  number  of  tranfportt  am'xTr  them^  and  a  DESCENT 
«  MAY  PROBABLY  BE  THE  CONSEQUENCE;,  For  God's 

*  faUf  tpy  wort  by  friends  ^  do  not  relax  in  the  caufe  of  freedom -^Conti-* 

*  tmv  OS  you  have  begun  i^'-confolid'^te  your  civn  Societies  ;— iini/^  with 

*  others  i^-perfcoere^  and  mtxhe  no  (hubi  but  fooner  or  later  your  endea* 

*  liours  iviil  be  crown fd  *iL'*tb  fuccrfi,*  At  the  time  of  .wnting  this 
lall  letter,  Margarot  was  no  longer  in  a  lituation  to  take  a  part  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  being  then  on  board  the  \eirel  in 
which  he  was  to  be  tranr*u)rtcd.     But  it  appears  to  your  Commit* 

•  Afpcodix  B.  (Xo.  i.)  f  Appccdix  B.  (No  3.) 

tee, 
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tee*  that  thefe  expreifions  from  him  are  of  no  fmall  importance,  con* 
iideriag  the  (hare  which  he  appears,  by  much  concurrent  evidence, 
to  have  had,  previous  to  his  convi6iion9  in  direding  the  meafurea 
which  wei;e  adopted  ^  the  uniform  approbation  and  attachment 
which  thofe  Societies  have  fhown  him  fince  that  date  ;  and  above 
all,  that  thefc  very  fentiments  are  addreffed  to  the  United  Societies 
at  Norwich,  and  that  the  mention  of  an  expedled  defcent  from 
France  is  immediately  followed  by  an  exhortation  to  them  to 
proceed,  with  frcfh  vigour,  in  the  purfuit  of  their  defigos  in  this 
country. 

The  fame  fpirit  appears  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Correfponding  Society  *  in  the  month  of  January  1794:    *  Now  is 

•  the  time  for  ui  to  dojomething  worthy  of  men ;  the  brave  defenders  of 

•  liberty  fdmth /if  the  EngUfh  Channel  are  performing  wonders^  driving 

•  their  enemies  iefore  them  Hie  chaff*  before  the  whirlwind/ 

Your  Committee  place  lefs  reliance  on  accounts  of  words  ufed  in 
converfation  than  on  evidence  refulting  from  written  documents ; 
but  they  neverthelefs  think  it  proper  to  mention,  that  it  has  been  di- 
ftindly  ftated  in  evidence,  that,  in  the  prefence  of  two  or  three  princi- 
pal members  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  a  perfon  (whofe  name 
was  mentioned  j  ufed  the  exprefiion,  fpeaking  of  the  French,  that  a 
vi8ory  of  theirs  in  Flanders  was  as  ufeful  to  the  caufe  as  a  vi6tory  in 
St.  George's  Fields ;  and  the  fame  perfon  appears  to  have  held  a 
converfation  with  thefe  members  of  the  Society,  relative  to  the 
advantage  which  would  be  derived  if  the  French  could  land  5000 
men  in  this  country,  to  join  thofe  who  (hould  rife  here. 

Another  leading  circumflance  has  appeared  to  your  Committee^ 
which,  however  ineffedual  it  has  naturauly  proved,  furnifhes  a  ftrong 
collateral  proof  of  the  extent  of  the  views  entertained,  and  that  no 
means,  however  criminal,  were  neglefted  for  promoting  them. 
The  circumflance  referred  to,  is  a  defign,  which  has  been  the  fre- 
quent fubje6l  of  converfation  among  lome  members  of  the  Corre- 
sponding Society,  of  endeavouring  to  feduce  the  army  from  their 
duty,  and  the  a£lual  employment  of  emifTaries  to  tamper  with  the 
foldiers.  In  conformity  with  thefe  views,  it  alfo  has  appeared, 
that  it  was  intended  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  army ;  and  a 
paper  has  been  difcovercd  in  Scotland,  which  has  been  already 
referred  to,  the  object  of  which  was  to  endeavour  to  excite  difat-. 
fedlion  in  the  Fencible  Regiments  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  which  has  aflually  been  circulated  with  much  induftry  among 
the  foldiers  of  that  defcription. 

Various  other  fchemes  of  the  mod  daring  and  criminal  nature 
are  alfo  ftated,  on  the  evidence  of  perfons  who  were  prefent,  to 
have  been  at  different  times  the  fubjctEl  of  converfation  among  per- 
ions,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  members  of  this  Society, 
It  even  appears,  that  a  prmeft  has  been  particularly  and  repeatedly 
agitated  among  them,  of  ftriking  a  fudden  blow,  and  beginning  by 
£ecuring  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  Members  of  both  lioufes  of 

♦  i^ppcndix  B.  (No.  a.) 
Vol.  IV.  h  Parlia, 
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PaHiament,  with  the  hope  (as  It  wai  exprefled)  <  that  the  wrmjf 
*  beifig  without  leaders,  would  no  longer  oppofe  their  attempts.' 
Particular  individuals  hare  been  pointed  out  io  thcfc  converfations, 
atobjeAt  of  perfonal  vengeance  for  thetr  puHKc  conda^  Evidence 
has  been  given  of  difcour^s  held  concerning  the  r^fcncof  the  deletes 
of  the  Scotch  Convention,  while  on  bovdthe  tranfport  in  the  nver. 
An  attack  on  Newgate  was  meditated,  according  to  a  particular  plan 
referred  to  in  the  converfation,  with  the  view  of  releafing  the  pri- 
foners.  A  fimilar  converfation  wit  held  with  refpe^  to  an  attack 
on  the  Tower ;  and  from  the  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which  has  been  inferted  in  a  former  part  of  the  Report,  it  appear* 
that  there  is  dire6l  evidence  of  a  plan  regularly  concerted  at  Edin- 
burgh, for  feizing,  at  an  appointed  time,  all  the  public  offices  in 
that  city,  the  banks,  and  the  principal  members  of  the  courts  of 
juftice ;  and  for  making  a  fimilar  attempt  (in  confequencc  of  a 
secret  concert  among  the  members  of  the  Societies  in  different 
places^  at  one  aad  the  fame  time,  in  fome  of  the  mod  confiderable 
towns  in  Scotland. 

Your  Committee  do  not  ftate  the  various  circumftances  which 
have  been  enumerated  in  this  part  of  the  Report,  as  (howing  that 
thefe  est  en  five  proje6b,  as  far  as  relates  to  England,  were  as  yet 
regularly  digefted,  or  in  fufHcient  forwardnefs  for  adual  execution  ; 
but  the  evidence  before  them  gives  them  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  thefe  views  have  been  deliberately  entertained,  and  made  the 
repeated  fubje£^  of  converfation ;  and  they  cannot  but  confider 
them  as  ftrong  indications  of  the  principles  and  intentions  of  the 
parties  concerned,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  meafures  which  might 
have  been  expcded  if  they  had  proceeded,  without  interruption,  in 
increafing  their  numbers,  and  in  proridlng  arms  in  the  different 
modes  already  dated. 

There  remains  another  circumllance  which,  however,  as  far  as  it 
has  yet  been  invedigated,  is  traced  didin^lly  oaly  to  two  individuals, 
both  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  and 
principally  concerned  in  feme  of  their  mod  remarkable  tranfaoions : 
Whether  any  other  members  of  the  Society  were  or  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  it,  has  not  appeared  to  your  Conunittee.  Three 
copies  have  been  producid  to  your  Committee  (in  all  material  parts 
conformable  to  cacli  other)  of  a  paper  which  purports  to  be  a  draft 
of  rcfolutions  intended  to  be  propofed  at  the  meeting  which  took 
place  at  Chalk  Farm  on  the  r4th  of  April  1794*  From  the  blank 
left  for  the  place  of  meeting,  it  feems  probable  that  it  was  prepared 
before  that  place  was  fixed  upon  :  The  refolutions  are  different  firom 
thofe  which  paflcd  at  the  meeting,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  beheve 
that  they  were  in  fa£i  propofed  there ;  but  didind  eridence  has 
been  given  of  the  hand-wnting  being  that  of  the  perfon  in  whofe 
poflefBon  one  of  the  copies  was  found,  who  is  alfo  proved  to  have 
(hov:n  them  as  the  rcfolutions  which  he  intended  diould  be  propofed 
at  the  meeting ;  and  the  two  other  copies  were  found  among  the 
papers  of  one  of  the  mod  aftive  members  of  the  Society,  who  ap- 
pears, previous  to  the  ^eeting  at  Chalk-Farmy  to  have  been  ap 
6  r  '  '    pointed 
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pointed,  in  conjundioo  with  fome  others^  to  arrange  the  mei^ures 
to  be  adopted,  and  at  whofe  ftiggcftion  (fubfequent  to  that  appoint 
ment)  the  ftieeting  is  ilated  to  have  been  jpoftponrd  beyond  the 
time  originally  propofed,  becaufe  (as  he  is  faid  to  have  reprefented) 
more  time  was  neceflary  to  make  known .  the  fentiments  of  the  So- 
ciety in  bold  and  nervous  refolutions.  Your  Committee  think  it 
right  here  to  infcrt  the  paper  ktelf,  on  which  they  will  forbear  to 
make  any  comment. 

^  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 

*  held  at  on  Monday,  the  14th  day  of  April 

*  1794. 

*  Citizen  ■   ■    in  the  Chair, 

^  Refolved,  That  all  fovereign,  Icgiflative,  and  judicial  powers 

*  are  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  though  the  people  hav(  dele- 
<    *  gated  thofe  their  original  powers  to  others,  in  /r^,  for  the 

*  benefit  of  the  community,  yet  the  rights  themfelves  are  rclerv- 
'  ed  by  the  people,  and  cannot  be  abfolutely  parted  with  by  the 

*  people,  to  thofe  perfons-who  are  employed  to  cendu^  the  bufi- 

*  nefs  of  the  ftate. 

*  Refolved,  That  the  Conftitntion  of  England  is  held  by  the 

*  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and  other  officers  appointed  by 

*  the  people,  in  trufit  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  and  though 

*  thefe  truftees  may  regulate  and  improve  the  Conftitution,  yet 
'they  cannot  alter  or  fuhvert  it  .without  committing  treafon 

*  agatnft  the  nation. 

«  Refolved,  That  Magna  Cbarta,  or  THE  GREAT  CHAR- 

*  TER  OF  THE  LIBERTIES  OF  ENGLAND,  made  in 

*  the  reign  of  King  John  ;  THE  PETITION  OF  RIGHTS, 
'  aflented  to  by  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  and 
'  the  feveral  laws  made  at  and  in  confequeoce  of  the  Glorious 

*  Revolution  in  the  year  1 688,  are  declaratory  of  thofe  parts  of  the 

*  Conllitution  of  Engkndf  which  are  in  and  by  them  refpedively 
"*  declared. 

'  Refolved,  That  the  office  of  KING  of  England  was  not  in- 

*  ftituted  by  the  people  merdy  as  an  office  o^  jproiit  and  honour 
^  to  the  King,  but  he  was  fo  appointed  as  chief  truftee  and  guar- 

*  dian  of  the  Conftitution  and  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  that  im- 
**  portant  and  laborious  perfonad  duties  are  annexed  to  the  regal 

*  office,  the  obje^  of  which  are,  to  promote  the  good  of  the 

*  people,  and  preferve  their  rights  in  full  vigour  from  innovation 
"*  and  corrupdon. 

*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Kins  to  picferve  the 

*  Conilitution  of  England  and  the  rights  of  the  jpeople  againfl 

*  every  incroadiment ;  and  in  order  to  enforce  that  duty,  tl^c 

*  following  oath  is  required  to  be  taken  by  every  king  on  his  ac- 

*  ceffion  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  to  wit :  The  Archbilhop 

*  or  Bilhop  (hall  fay — •  Will  you  folcmnJy  promife  and  fwcar  to 
^  govern  the  people  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  do- 

h  2  '  minions 
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*  mtnions  thereto  belonging,  according  to  the  ftatutes  in  Pvifta 

*  ment  agreed  on,  and  the  la«rs  and  cuftoms  of  the  fame  V 

*  The  King  or  Queen  (hail  fay»  *  I  folemnly  promifc  (o  to 

*  do/     Archbifhop  or  Bifhop— '  Will  tou  to  your  power  caufe 

*  law  and  jnftice  in  mercy  to  be  executed  in  all  your  Judgments  ^ 

*  ANS.  *  I  will' 

*  After  tbisy  the  King  or  Qu£cn,  byiog  his  or  her  hand  on 

*  the  Holy  Gofpels,  (hall  fay— >The  thmga  which  I  have  before 
'  promifc d,  I  will  perform  and  keep ;  So  help  me  God'— ^od 

<  then  (hall  kifs  the  book. 

<  Refolved,  That  his  prefent  Majefty  King  George  the  Third, 
'  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  did  folemnly  take 

*  the  (aid  oath. 

'  Rcfolvedy  That  the  conftitutional  i  ights  of  the  people  haye 

'  been  violated,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people,  in  the  pre- 

'  fent  alarming  cri(is,  to  affemble  and  enquire  into  the  innovations 

'  or  infringements  which  have  been  made  upon  the  rights  of  the 

-   '  people,  and  how  far  the  declarations  of  the  couftitution,  as  diey 

<  were  fettled  at  the  aforefaid  Revolution,  remain  in  force,  and 
'  which  of  them  have  been  violated,  and  by  whom ;  and  alfo 
'  whether  fuch  innovations,  infringements,  and  violations,  have 

*  been  committed  from  the  negligence  or  corruption  of  thofc  who 

*  have  been  intruded  with  the  government  of  the  State. 

<  Refolved,  That  this  Society  do  invite  the  people  to  meet  in 

*  their  refpeAivc  neighbourhoods,  to  ele^  one  or  more  perfon  or 
'  perfons  as  delegates  to  meet  in  a  Convention,  to  be  held  on 

*  the  day  of  neit,  at  fuch  place 
'  as  (hall  be  appointed  by  the  Secret  Committee  of  this  Society ; 

*  and  that  the  delegates  fo  ele£^ed  do  forthwith  tra^finit  to  tlie 

*  Secretary  of  this   Society,  No.  9,  Piccadill]^,  London,  the 

*  vouchers  of  their  feveral  eledions,  in  order  that  the  place  of 

*  meeting  may  be  duly  notified  to  them. 

*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  right  and  the  bounden  duty  of  the  peo* 

*  pie  to  punifh  all  traitors  againft  the  nation,  and  that  the  foltow- 

*  ing  words  are  now  not  a  part  of  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  to  wit, 

*  I  declare  that  it  is  not  lawful,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  to 
'take  arms  againft  the  King.' 

Before  the  Committee  quit  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  they  think  it 
not  immaterial  to  take  fomc  notice  of  the  different  means  ufed  to 
diffeminate  fuch  principles  as  have  been  ftated  through  the  lower 
orders  of  foctety,  and  to  familiarize  their  minds,  by  every  po(fible 
artifice,  to  fuch  ideas  as  might  prepare  them  to  be  the  inftruments 
of  the  moft  dangerous  and  defperate  defigns.  Some  of  thefe  means 
may  at  firft  fight  be  confidered  as  too  trivial  to  be  mentioned  on  an 
occafion  of  this  importance  ;  but  they  appear  to  your  Committee 
n  a  very  different  light,  when  they  recolle6^  that  an  effential  part  of 
fuch  a  plan  as  has  been  in  agitation  was  to  feduce  and  corrupt  the 
thoughtlefs  and  uninformed,  and  to  make  ufe  of  the  channeb  of 
communication  beft  adapted  to  this  purpofe*    The  appearance  of 

infignifi. 
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mfignificaoce  and  levity,  which  belongs  at  firft  (ight  to  this  part  of 
the  fyflero,  is,  in  truth,  only  an  additional  proofof  the  art  and  in- 
duftry  with  which  it  has  been  purfued.  The  meafures  employed 
for  this  purpofe  appear  to  have  been  deliberately  prepared,  and 
every  contmance  ufed,  to  mix  them  (in  the  (hape  moft  likely  to 
captivate  attention)  with  the  ordinary  occupations  or  amufementt 
of  thofe  on  whom  they  were  intended  to  operate.  Accordingly 
lednres  have  been  delivered  on  political  fubjefls,  calcnlated  from 
their  very  extravagance  to  catch  the  attention  of  the  audience,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  them  every  topic  has  been  employed  that  could  in- 
'  fiaitie  their  minds,  alienate  them  from-  the  laws  and  conftitution  of 
their  country,  and  habituate  them  to  principles  of  fedition  and  rebel- 
lion. The  moil  violent  publications  to  the  fame  cffedl  have  been 
fecretly,  but  generally,  circulated  in  hand-bills,  both  in  the  metropo- 
lis and  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country.  Every  point  that  could 
excite  difcontent,  according  to  the  purfuits,  interefts,  or  prejudices 
of  different  claffes,  has  been  fucceffively  dwelt  on,  and  always  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  conned!  it  with  the  leading  dcfign.  The  attempt  to 
accomplifh  this  end  has  appeared  in  the  fhape  even  of  play-bills  and 
fongs  ;  feditious  toails  ;  and  a  iludied  feleaion  of  the  tunes  which 
have  been  moll  in  nfe  in  France  fince  the  Revolution,  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  fame  purpofe,  of  endeavouring  to  render  deliberate  in- 
citements to  every  fpecies  of  treafon  familiar  to  the  minds  of  the 
people. 

HAVING  thus  dated  the  points  which  the  Committee  have 
thought  it  material  fcparately  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  they  will 
now  proceed  to  thofe  particulars  which  will  give  a  full  and  diilindb 
view  of  the  rife,  progrcfs,  and  nature  of  the  general  defign  with 
which  the  fadls  already  ftated  are  eflentfally  connected  ;  for  this 
purpofe  your  Committee  will  ftate  in  their  Report  the  points  which 
appear  moft  worthy  of  attention,  infertini^  in  the  Appendix  a  more 
particular  ftatement  of  the  feveral  proceedings  to  which  they  refer. 
In  doing  tHis  it  will  be  neceflary  to  advert  to  tranfadions,  fome  of 
which  took  place  at  an  early  period,  and  have  already  attraded  ob« 
j*ervation  ;  but  which  it  is  nevcrthelefs  material  to  in(ert  in  the  order 
in  which  they  took  place,  becaufe  they  are  highly  important  in  ex- 
plaining more  recent  proceedings,  and  giving  a  connected  view  of 
the  whole  fyftem. 

The  period  from  which  it  appears  to  your  Committee  material  to 
trace  in  this  view  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional, 
Information,  is  that  of  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet  fo  well 
known  under  the  title  of  *  Rights  of  Man,  by  Thomas  Paine.' 

Your  Committee  have  already  referred,  in  their  former  Report,  to 
the  approbation  given  by  the  Society  to  this  work  ;  and  this  is  one 
of  the  points  on  which  they  (houM  not  think  it  neceifary  now  to 
dwell,  if  they  did  not  feel  it  eflcntial  to  the  objeft  before  ftated,  of 
developing  tne  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  fyftem  which  they  are  tra- 
cing, to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  leading  features  of  a 
work  thus  approved  and  recommended,  in  order  tp  compare-  it 

with 
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with   fubfe^uent  tranfaAions  of  which   it  may  be  confidered  2s 
the  foundation. 

In  this  pamphlet,  pabliihed  in  the  year  1791,  the  National  Af- 
fembly  of  France  was  reprefented  as  occupied  in  eflablifhing  a  con- 
ilitation  founded  ^n  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  authority  of  the 
people,  the  only  authority  on  which  [it  was  ftated]  government 
had  a  right  to  exlft  in  atiy  country  ;  Motuircby  and  ffereditary  Sue 
eeffion  were  treated  as  abfurdities;  the  Revolution  £/*i688»  and  the 
fiueejfion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ^  were  alfo  made  the  fubje^  of  ridi* 
cule  ;  and  a  diftindion  was  drawn  between  two  modes  of  govern « 
ment,  which  were  ftated  to  prerail  in  the  world  :  Fird,  government 
Bt  deftion  and  reprefentation ;  and*  fecondly,  government  by  here- 
ditary fucccflion :  The  former  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
Republic,  the  latter  by  that  of  Monarchy  and  Ariflocracy.  On 
the  23d  of  March  1791,  the  Society  refolved,  *  That  the  thanks 
'  of  the  Society  (bould  be  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  in  the 

*  terms  expreifed  in  the  copy  of  their  rcfolution  of  this  day,'  in- 
ferted  in  the  Appendix  *.  A  continuation  of  Paine  *s  book,  in- 
tituled '  Rights  01  Man,  Part  the  Second,  combming  Principle  and 

*  Fra^ice.'  was  publifhcd  eaxly  in  x  792,  in  which  the  principles  of 
the  Britiin  conftitution  were  again  attacked ;  the  principles  on 
which  the  French  conftitution,  accepted  by  the  King  in  179 1, 
had  been  eftablifhed,  were  approved,  with  an  exception  of  the  bere^ 
dkary  fuccefflon  to  the  Crown  .'  This  pamphlet,  recommending  the 
overthrow  of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a  de- 
BUKratical  fenate,  as  the  fole  legiilativc  and  executive  power  of  the 
State,  was  alfo  circulated  with  great  induftry  ;  and  th«:  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information,  ou  the  16th  of  March  1792  t»  exprefT- 
ed  their  approbation  of  the  work,  2h  anfwer  to  a  letter  from  the 
Manchefter  Conftitutional  Society,  containing  the  thanks  of  that 
Society  to  Mr.  Paine.  On  the  23d  of  March  1:92  |,  the  Con< 
ftitutional  Society  at  Sheffield  applied  to  the  London  Society,  that 
twelve  of  their  members  might  be  admitted  as  affociated  members 
of  the  London  Society ;  and  there  appears  in  the  books  of  the 
London  Society,  a  printed  paper  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  in  which 
diat  Society  declares,  that  the  pradlicc  as  well  as  the  principle  of 
government  was  laid  down  in  the  works  intituled,  *  Rights  of  Man, 
'  Part  the  Firft  and  Second,*'  in  a  m?iantx  fo  clear  and  trrefiftibly 
^onvincing^  that  the  Society  refolved  to  give  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
Paine  for  thofe  publications. 

Other  entries,  ex  prefTivc  of  approbation  of  the  fame  works,  and  of 
other  fedilious  publications,  frequently  appear  in  the  fame  books 
during  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 792  §. 

In  Eafter  Term,  1792,  an  information  was  Hied  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  by  the  King's  Attorney  General,  againft  Thomas 
Paine,  for  writing  and  publi(hing  the  lail  pamphlet,  on  which  he 
was  convi6led  in  December  1792.  During  this  profecution  another 
pamphlet  was  publifhed,  under  the  title  of  *  An  Addrefs  to  \ht 

♦  Appcndk  C.        f  Appendix  C.        J  Appendix  C.        §  Appendix  C. 
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•  Addreflcrs  on  the-  late  Proclamation,  by  Thomas  Painc/  Tlui 
pamphlet,  after  ftaling  that  *  Two  rcvohitions  had  taken  place, 

•  thofe  of  America  and  France,'  added,  *  both  of  them  have  rc- 

•  jcfted  the  unnatural  compounded  fj^fiem  of  the  Engllfb  government* 

•  America  has  declared  againft  all  hereditary  government,  and  efta- 
«  bliihed  the  rcprefentative  fyftem  of  government  onlv;  France  has 

•  entirely  rcjefted  the  ariftocratical  part,  and  is  now  aifeovering  the 

•  abfurdity  of  the  iponarchical,  and  is  approaching  faft  to  the  refre- 

•  feniative  fyftem  */  The  pamphlet  then  treats  Monarchy,  and 
every  fpecies  of  hereditary  government,*  a*  a  fraud  and  impofi- 
tion  ;  aiferts,  *  for  a  nation  to  be  free  it  is  fufiicient  that  fhe  wills 

•  it  f  ;'  treats  the  Reform  of  Parliament  by  Parliament  itfdf  as  ab- 
fund  ;  denies  the  power  of  Parliament  to  reform  any  part  of  the 
conftitution  ;  aflerts  that  it  is  not  a  fubjedl  cogPfizable  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  the  right,  and  the  exercife  of  that  right,  appertains 
to  the  nation  only,  and  that  the  proper  means  is  by  a  National  Con* 
ventiottj  eUQed  for  the  purpofe  by  all  the  people  %  :  That  fuch  a  body^ 
empowered  and  fupported  by  the  nation,  would  have  authority  to 
demand  information  upon  all  matters  necefTary  to  be  inquired  into, 
and  the  nation  would  decree  its  own  reforms.  The  pamphlet  thea 
ftates  §  that  the  plan  and  organization  of  a  Convention  was  eafy  ia 
practice ;  and  proceeds  to  fhow  the  manner  in  which,  fuppofing 
the  inhabitants  of  England  to  be  feven  millions,  a  Convention  of 
1000  members  might  be  defied  in  an  orderly  manner ;  adding, 
that  *  a  Convention  of  rooo  perfons,  fairly  clecled,  would  bring 

•  every  matter  to  a  decided  iflue  ||/  This  latter  pamphlet  was  not 
made  the  fubjcft  of  any  exprefs  rcfolutions  of  the  Society ;  but 
during  the  profecution  of  Mr%  Painc  for  the  former  work,  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutial  Information  entered  into  a  fubfcription  to  de- 
fray his  expenfes  f^,  and  encouraged  the  like  fupport  from  other 
Societies,  as  appears  by  fevcral  entries  in  the  books  of  the  Society. 
And  this  mark  of  their  approbation  of  his  principles  having  been 
continued  after  the  publication  laft  mentioned,  fcems  to  afford  a  full 
proof  that  this  circumllance  had  made  no  change  in  the  fentiments 
of  the  Society  towards  him. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  thefe  publications  appearing  thus  to 
be  approved  and  fanftioned  by  the  Socicly,  will  be  found  to  be 
gradually  and  fucceffively  adopted  and  aftcd  upon  in  their  proceed- 
ings. On  the  30th  of  March  1792  '**,  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  fent  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutiunal  Information  fevcral 
rcfolutions,  among  which  were  the  following ; 

*  That  every  individual  lias  a  right  to  n:arc  in  the  govem- 
*  ment  of  that  fociety  of  which  he  is  a  member,  unlefs  incapaci- 
<  tated. 

•  P.  37,  -f  P.ST.  t  P.  66.  ^  P.  66,  67. 
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*  That  nothing  but  non-age,   a  privation  of  reafon,  or  aa 

*  offence  againd  the  general  rules  of  fociety,  can  incapacitate 
«  him.* 

Thefc  reColutionSy  containing  the  principle  of  univerfal  fuffrage, 
were  adopted  without  referve,  and  with  flrong  expreffions  of  appro* 
bation,  by  the  Conflitutional  Society.  , 

On  the  20th  of  April  following,  a  declaration  from  a  Society  in 
Southwark  *  appears  entered  in  the  book?  of  the  Conftitutional 
Society!  with  their  thanks  for  the  communication.  This  declaratioa 
cxpreiTes  more  fully  the  grounds  on  which  the  Societies  intended  to 
proceed,  adoptinj^  many  important  principles  which  had  been  made 
the  foundation  of  the.Frencn  revolution,  in  the  following  terms: 

*  That  all  civil  and  political  authority  is  derived  from  the 

*  people. 

*  That  equal  a6live  citizenfhip  is'the  unalienable  right  of  all  men^ 

*  minorSf  criminals,  and  infane  perfons  excepted. 

*  That  the  exerdfe  of  that  right,  in  appointing  an  adequate 

*  reprefentative  government^  is  the  wifed  device  of  human  policyy 

*  and  the  only  fecurity  of  national  freedom.' 

The  refolations  of  the  Sheffield  Society  having  fuggefled  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage,  and  the  Southwark  Society  having  added  the  general 
idea  of  a  reprefentative  government^  a  Society,  called  the  Norwich 
Revolution  Society,  on  the  26th  of  April  1792,  fent  a  letter  to  the 
Conftitutional  Society,  entered  in  tKe  mthutes  of  their  proceedings 
on  the  4th  of  May  1 792  f ,  in  which  there  is  this  paifa^e  :  *  This 

*  Society  is  willing  to  hope  the  redrefs  of  every  exifting  grievance 

*  at  the  hands  of  a  government  rcfulting  from  an  extraordinary  con- 

*  vocation  in  x688,  cf  all  who  had  at  any  preceding  time  beea 

*  eleAed  reprefentativcs  of  the  people,  affifted  by  the  hereditary 
'  counfellors  of  the  nation,  and  a  peculiar  deputation  from  the  me- 
'  tropolis,  which  National  Con/lituting  Jijfemhfy  caihiered  for  roifcon- 

*  duft  a  king  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart.' 

It  fecms  evidently  to  be  the  intention  of  this  pafTagc  to  reprefent 
the  Revolution  of  1688  as  a  precedent  for  a  National  ConJIituting 
Affemblyf  and  to  (helter  nnder  that  authority  the  indirect  recom- 
mendation of  the  proceedings  and  terms  which  have  recently  been 
adopted  in  France.  ^ 

This  communication,  with  others  from  different  Societies  at  Nor- 
wich, were  followed  by  a  refolution,  expreffing  that  the  Society 
for  Conftitutional  Information  received  them  with  heart-felt  fatisfac^ 
fion,  and  defired  earneftly  to  concur  and  co-operate  with  thofc  So- 
cieties in  their  laudable  objedls  §. 

They  alfo  eledled  twelve  members  of  the  Norwich  Society  affo- 
ciated  members  of  their  own  Society. 

*  Appendix  C.  f  Appendix  C.  §  Appendix  C. 
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'  And  thqr  added  a  refolutiony  that  a  Cofflmittec  ftould  be  ap« 

pointed  to  conGder  whether  any  and  what  communication  (hould  be 

made,  and  by  what  meani,  by  the  Society,  with  the  Society  of 

Friends  of  the  Conftitution  at  P^ria. 

It  appears  by  entries  of  the  nth  of  May  171^2  •,  that  «  The 

•  Society  of  Friends  of  the  Conftitution  at  IJfris/  mentioned  in 
the  former  refolution,  were  the  Jacobin  Club  there ;  and  on  the 
fame  day  it  was  refolded  that  there  fhould  be  a  communication  with 
that  dub ;  and  an  addrefs  was  read  and  a^eed  to,  and  ordered  to 
|)c  iigned  by  the  Chairman,  and  tranfmitted  to  Paris. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fame  year,  and  fome  time  fubfequent 
to  the  revolution  of  the  1 0th  of  Auguft,  which  finally  dcftroyed  aQ 
traces  of  monarchy  in  France,  the  Society  retolvcd  to  addrefi 
the  National  Convention,  which  was  then  invefted  with  the  whole 
legtflative  and  executive  government,  and  was  aflcmbled  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  framing  a  new  conftitution,  and  pToceeding  to  the. trial  of 
the  King.  This  paper  f  is  conceived  in  terms  which  leave  no  rpom 
to  doubt  of  the  views  of  ^hofe  who  framed  it.  The  addrefs  ftylcs 
the  Convention—*  Servants  of  a  fovereign  teopie^  and  henefaQors  of 

•  mank'md:^  It  rejoices  that  the  revolution  m  France  had  arrived  at 
that  pwtt  ofperfeQion  which  enabled  the  Society  to  addrefi  the  Conntctttioti 
by  thai  title  ;  and  it  declares  that  that  is  the  only  title  that  can  accord 
tuith  the  eharaOer  of  true  legijlators  :  It  fpeaks  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  lOth  of  Auguft  as  a  glorious  vidory,  which  had  finally  prepared 
the  way  for  a  conftitution,  which  the  Society  trufted  the  Conven-' 
tion  would  eftablifh  on  the  bafis  of  reafon  and  nature.  It  repre- 
fcnts  thc^rocecdings  of  the  Convention  as  labours  in  the  wort  of 
human  happinefs,   and  adds,  *  THE    BENEFITS   WILL  IN 

•  PART  BE  OURS^  but  the  glory  wiU  be  all  your  own  ;  and  it 

•  is  the  reward  of  your  perfeverance ;  it  is  the  prize  of  virtue.* 
Then,  drawing  a  comparison  between  the  ftate  of  liberty  in  Eng- 
landy  America,  and  France,  it  not  onlv  gives  a  decided  preference 
to  the  American  republic  over  the  Britifh  monarchy,  but  treats  the 
fplendour  of  the  French  revolution  as  the  object  of  the  higheffe 
admiration. 

This  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by  two  of  the  memberi 
of  the  Society  at  the  bar  of  the  National  Convention  ;  and  It  wa¥ 
prefented  accordingly. 

But  the  terms  of  this  addrefs  are  not  the  only  evidence  on  this 
head.  An  addrefs  t,  framed  a  fhort  time  before  by  the  London 
Cor refpoii ding  Society,  which  had  been  communicated  to  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Society,  and  had  received  their  cxprefs  approbation,  and 
which  was  prefented  likewife  to  the  French  Convention,  contained 
paflages  clearly  exprefTmg  the  fame  intent,. and  f"gf;efting  the  idea. 
of  a  triple  alliance  (not  of  crowns,  but)  of  the  people  of  America, 
France,  and  Britain,  to  give  freedom  to  Europe,  and  peace  to  thtf 
whole  world. 
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Thefe  tranfadions  are  rendered  ftill  more  remarkable  by  the  fer« 
bal  addrefs  o^  the  deputies  at  the  time  of  prefenting  the  addreb  o£ 
the  Society,  and  by  the  anfwer  of  the  prehdciit,  wmch  idiey  tranf- 
mitted.  The  letters  of  the  deputies  to  the  Society  ha^e  been  found 
among  the  papers  of  that  Society,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  ad< 
drefs  of  the  deputies,  and  the  anfwer  of  the  prcfident*  In  the  firftr 
after  pointing  out  tt^eir  wifhes  to  efft&.  in  their  own  country  a  revo- 
lution frniilar  to  that  made  in  France,  the  deputies  confider  the 
example  of  France  as  having  made  revolidwiu  iafy  f  and  add,  that  it 
^vould  not  be  extraordinary  if,  in  a  (hort  fpace  of  time,  the  French 
fhould  fend  addrelTes  of  congratulation  to  a  National  Conwntltm  of 
Ungland;   and  the  prcfident,  in  his  anfwer,   fays,  '  Tbt 


'  withouFt  doubt,  approaches,  when  the  French  will  bring  congra^ 
^  tulaCions  to  the  Naiiwal  Convintion  of  Great  Britain.' 


On  the  7th  of  December  1702,  the  letter  of  the  deputies*  ' 
read  in  the  Society,  as  appears  by  an  entry  in  their  books. 

In  January  1793,  Barrere,  Roland,  and  St.  Andre,  wereeleded 
(as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  former  Report}  honorary  members  of 
the  Society  f  ;  and  on  the  firft  of  February,  the  fpeeches  of  Barrere 
and  St.  Andre  were  ordered  to,  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the  So* 
ciety,  and  this  refolution  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  news*papersr 
which  it  a^lually  was  on  the  5th  of  February  1793* 

The  circumftance  of  the  time  at  which  this  marked  i^probation 
was  publicly  gi^cn  to  leading  members  of  the  National  Convention 
of  France,  would  render  this  meafure  of  itfelf  a  ftrong  indication  of 
the  views  of  the  Society,  and  as  fuch  it  was  referred  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  former  Report. 

But  on  more  particular  reference  to  the  fpeeches  themfelves, 
which  were  thus  recommended  to  public  notice,  this  tranfadion 
will  be  found  to  be  of  much  more  importance  ;  it  is  not  bardy  an 
approbation  of  leadin?  perfons  profeiung  principles,  and  purfuing 
meafures,  hoflile  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  country:  The 
fpeeches  were  delivered  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  accelerating  the 
condemnation  and  execution  of  the  French  king.  The  doArines 
€  }ntained  in  them  direflly  relate  to  the  precife  obje^  of  a  National 
Convention^  and  to  the  queftion  of  the  perfonal  reiponfibility  of  fo- 
vereigns ;  they  contain  a  ftatement  of  the  rights,  duties,  and  func- 
tions of  fuch  an  affembly ;  which  cannot  be  fuppofcd  to  have  been 
recommended  to  the  public  attention  for  any  other  poflible  purpofe 
than  that  of  laying  the  foundation  of  a  fimilar  proceeding  in  this 
country,  and  that  with  the  diredi  intention  of  employing  it  for  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  fovereign,  and  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  confti- 
tution.  This  conclufion  will  be  fully  juflificd  by  an  extia^  from 
the  fpeeches  in  quv^dion,  which  are  expreflcd  in  terms  fo  remarkable^ 
that  the  Committee  cannot  too  flrongly  recommend  them  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe. 

The  following  palTage  is  eztra£led  from  St.  Andre's  fpeech  < 

*  Appendix  C.  .  f  Appendix  C. 
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*  Your  right  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  Kinsr,  arifcs  from  your 

*  hcing  a  revolutionaty  aflemblyy  created  by  the  nation  in  a  ftate 
^  of  infurredion/ 

Barrere's  fpeech  ii  much  more  fu11|  and  more  fyftematicaUy  rea- 
foned ;  it  is  divided  into  feveral  heads,  from  which  the  following 
cztnds  are  taken: 

*  This  proceeding  ((peaking  of  the  trial  of  the  King)  is  of  the 

*  higheft  importance  to  public  order,  abfolutely  neceuary  to  the 

*  eziftence  of  Hberty,  and  conne6led  with  whatever  is  held  nibft 

<  facred  bv  the  nation.  From  the  calmnefs  and  temper  which 
^  have  diitinguifhed  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention  on  this 
^  occaHon,  it  may  be  forefeen  that  iudice  and  reafon  will  dipe£l 

<  its  ultimate  fentcnce.     Hiftory  will  record  the  ftriking. contrail 

*  between  kingSy  who  Yu  the  midft  of  the  diifipation  of  courts 

*  fign  profcriptions  and  death  warrants  for  the  deftru^on>  of' 

<  thoufands  of  citizens^  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 

*  who  deliberate  with  wifdom  and  caution  on  the  punifhment  of 

*  a  fingle  defpott 

*  It  is  the  deftiny  of  kings  to  be  the  occafion  of  the  calamities 
^  of  the  people,  whether  they  remain  on  their  thrones,  or  whether 
^  they  are  precipitated  from  them« 

*  P  A  R  T    II. 

«  Whether  the  Per/on  of  the  King  be  inviolable. 
«  The  people  of  Paris,  by  makine  an  holy  infurre^ion  agamft 

<  the  King  on  the  loth  of  Augull,  deprived  him  of  his  charader 

*  of  inviolabiUty.     The  people  of  the  other  Departments  ap- 

*  plauded  this  infurre^lion,  and  adopted  the  confequence  of  it. 

*  The  people  have  therefore  formally  inteipofed  to  deftroy  this 

*  royal  inviolability.     The  tacit  confcnt  of  the  people  rendered 

*  the  perfon  of  the  King  inviolable.  The  aA  of  infurre^lion 
^  was  a  tacit  repeal  of  that  confent,  and  was  founded  on  the 

<  fame  grounds  of  law  as  the  confent  itfelf.     The  King's  perfon 

<  is  inviolable  only  with  relation  to  the  other  branches  of  the 
'  Icgiflature,  but  not  with  relation  to  the  people*' 

-PART    III. 
<  Whetiier  an  Appeal Jhall  he  made  to  the  People  T 

*  The  people,  is  the  fovcrcign. 

*  AConvention  differs  from  an  ordinary  legiflature  in  tliisrefpedl. 

*  A  legiflature  is  only  a  fpecics  of  fuperlntending  magillracy,  a 
«  moderator  of  the  powers  of  government.     A  cpnventton  is  a 

*  perfeft  reprefentation  of  the  fovereign.     The  members  of  the 

*  Legiflative  AfFembly  a£ted  in  Auguit  upon  thefe  principles.   In 

*  fummoning  the  Convention  they  declare,  that  they  (aw  but 
^  poe  mcafure  which  could  fave  France  ;  namely,  to  have  recourfe 

i  2  Mo, 
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*  to  the  fupreme  will  of  tbe  peoplcy  and  to  invite  the  people  to 
^  exercife  immediately  that  inalienable  right  of  fovereignty  w^ludi 
<  the  conHitution  had  acknowledged,  and  which  it  could   not 

*  fnbjedt  to  any  reftriftion.     The 'public  intereft  required   that 

*  the  people  mould  manifcft  their  will,   by  the  election  of  a. 

*  National  Convention,  formed  of  rcprefentatives  invefted  hy  the 

*  people  with  unlimited  powers.     The  people  did  manifeft  their 

*  will,  by  the  elc6\i«>n  of  that  Convention,      llie  Convention 

*  being  aflombled,  is  itfelf  that  fovcrcign  will  which  ought  to 

*  prevaiL     It  would  be  contrary  to  cveiy  principle,  to  fappofe 

*  that  the  Convention  is  out  alone  exduiivcly  the  expreffion  of 

*  The  powers  of  the  Convention  muft,  from  the*  very  nature 

*  of  the  aiTcmbly,  be  unlimited  with  refpeA  to  every  meafitre 
'  of  general  fafety,  fuch  as  the  execution  of  a  tyrant.  It  it 
^  no  longer  a  Convention,  if  it  has  not  power  to  judge  the  King. 

*  A  Convention  is  a  conftituent  body,  i.  e,  a  body  that  is  to 
^  mdte  a  conilitution  for  the  people.  A  legiflature  makes  laws 
<  under  an  eftablifhed  conftitutioo,  and  in  conformity  to  it.  It  ta 
^  defpotiftn  when  in  the  ordinary  and  permanent  eftibliihment  of 

*  a  itate  there  is  no  feparation  of  powers ;  but  it  is  of  the  very 

*  eflcncc'^f  a  conftituent  body  to  concentre  for  the  time  a]l  au- 

*  thority.     It  is  the  very  nature  of  a  National  Convention  to  be 

*  the  temporary  image  of  the  nation,  to  unite  in  itfelf  all  the 

*  powers  of  the  ftate,  to  employ  them  againft  the  enemies  of 

*  liberty,  and  to  diftribute  them  in  a  new  foci^l  compaft  called  a 

*  Conflitutii>n. 

<  Behold  that  Conftituent  Affembly  which  laid  the  firft  fouod- 

*  ations  of  your  liberty !  Behold  that  revolutionary  genius ! 
'  which  broke  through  every  impediment,  exceeded  its  delegated 

*  authority,  created  its  owq  powers  according  to  the  exigenciea 

*  of  liberty,  and  to  theoccafional  wants  of  the  people,  dcTtroyed 

*  all  prejudices  by  the  force  of  that  public  opinion  to  which  it 

*  gave  birth,  obliterated  aH  privileges,  aboliflied  all  the  Parlia- 

*  ments,  changed  the  form  and  tenure  of  all  property,  as  well  as 

*  the  ineafure  and  fign  of  all  value,  and  made  a  perjured  King 

*  itsprifonerl   Nothing  was  wanting  to  immortalize  that  Afiem- 

<  bly,  but  to  have  delivered  France  fron\  the  calamity  of  kindly 

*  government,  and  to  have  relieved  you  from  the  duty  of  judging 

*  the  laft  of  your  Kings. 

*  With  this  example  before  your  eyes,  you  hefitate  even  in  the 

<  firft  ftep  of  your  duty.     Am  I  then  no  longer  in  the  midil  of 

*  that  National  Convention,  whofc  honourable  million  it  was  to 

*  dcftroy  Kings  and  Royalty  V 


HAVING  thus  traced  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
f^ltutional  Information,  to  the  period  wlien  the  commencement  of 
the  war  with  France  neceflarily  interrupted  the  developemcnt  of 
their  principles  and  ^cfigas  by  their  correfpondcnce  with  that  coiw* 

try, 
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tryt  your  Committee  will  now  lay  before  the  Houfe  fiiGfa  pi^tticalaiv 
ms  relate  to  thdr  proceedings  at  home,  in  concert  with  the  London 
Gorrefponding  Society,  and  with  the  feveral  Societies  in  difierent 
parts  of  the  country,  during  the  &me  period. 

From  thcfe  it  will  appear,  lliat  not  only  the  London  Corre* 
iponding  Society,  but  all  the  principal  Societtin  in  the  country^ 
have  been  regulated  under  tlie  immediate  aufpices  of  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information,  and  have,  both  in  their  origin  and  pro* 
^refs^  looked  up  to  that  Society  for  their  guidance  and  dire£kioo  im 
thc^rfuit  of  their  common  objed ; 

That  particularly  fnice  the  inilitution  of  the  Correfponding  So* 
ciety,  which  appears  from  a  very  early  period  to  have  had  an  inti- 
mate connex-on  with  the  Society  for  Conllitulional  Information,  » 
fyilcm  of  general  correfpondence  has  been  eilablifhed,  by  means  of 
which  the  principles  of  that  Society  (I'uch  as  they  havt  been  already 
ftated)  have  been  widely  diffiifed  and  diifeminatM  through  the 
country : 

That  throughout  the  whole  of  this  extenfivc  correfpondence,  tht 
ftron^tll  marks  appear  of  an  almoft  univerfal  agreement  and  co* 
operation  among  the  country  Societies,  nut  only  in  the  general  prin- 
ciples to  which  your  Committee  has  already  referred,  but  alfo  in  tha 
nature  and  frame  of  the  Societies  in  the  i'y&cm  of  concert  and  dele* 
gatiiiu,  a'ld  in  the  particular  objedl  of  Cir^rmiiig  a  Na.tional  Convene* 
tion  for  the  pui-puil-  ♦f  cnrrying  their  principles  into  ftlUcffefl ;  and 
that  traces  of  this  defign  are  to  be  found  in  a  greater  or  lefs  dcgreo 
at  a  very  early  period  of  this  con-efpondence. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  was  inftftuted  in  Januarjr 
1 792.  A  general  account  of  the  plan  according  to  which  it  waa 
formed  and  didributed  into  different  dividons,  has  already  been  ' 
given  in  the  lafl  Report,  and  a  liil  of  the  number  of  divifions^ 
which  had  been  gradually  eftablifhed,  has  been  found  among  the 
papers  in  the  poflciixon  of  the  Secretary. 

In  one  of  the  firfl  communications  from  the  London  Correfpond* 
ing  Society  to  the  Society  for  Conititiitional  Information  •,  they 
ftatc,  that  *  The  Delegates  of  the  Correfponding  Society  think  it 

*  their  dnty  to  acquaint  the  Conllitutional  Society,  without  delay, 

*  of  the  fubfcription  begun  amongil  feveral  of  their  divifions  for 

*  the  defence  of  the  proiecution  faid  to  be  commenced  againft  thafc 

*  worthy  member   of  the    Conftitutlonal    Society,    Mr.  Thomas 

*  Paine,  in  confcquence  of  his  valuable  publication  intituled  *  The 

*  Rights  of  Man ;'  and  that  they  had  no  doubt  that  a  niimeroua 
^  body  would  be  found  to  follow  an  example,  fo  juft  in  itfelf,  and 

*  fo  eflential  to  the  fupport  of  that  fmall  portion  of  liberty  which  tlio 

*  people  of  England  arc  Hill  fuppofed  to  enjoy.  That  the  ?ppro« 
'•  bation  and  encouragement  which  their  feebk  endeavours  had  met 

*  with  from  the  Conftitutional  Society,  made  them  ddlrous  of 
^  uniting  mo^  ftrongly  and  more  immediately  with  that  Society, 
^  and  ior  this  purpole  they  wiihed  that  ivf,  of  their  members  mighft 

•  Apptndix  D, 

'ho 
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«  be  adviittcd  into  the  Conftitotional  Society,  after  the  maniicr  of 
*  thole  received  from  the  Societies  at  Sheffield  and  Norwich.' 

The  London  Conrefponding  Society  Qgnifj  that  they  are  highly 
£ivoared  by  the  readinefs  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  to  admit  fix 
of  their  members,  and  that  their  ienfc  of  the  favour  ib  conferred 
will,  be  beft  exprefTed  by  their  dofe  attendance  at  the  inftnidive 
meetings  of  the  Conilltntional  Societj,  and  by  therr  cooftant  ea* 
deavours  to  forward  the  fo  beneficial,  and  fo  much  wanted  reform 
of  jparliamentlry  reprefentation. 

Xhe  following  feries  of  eztra£b  is  taken  from  the  correfpondciice^ 
both  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  and  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  with  the  feveral  Societies  infti- 
tuted  in  the  country  •. 

The  firft  18  a  letter  from  Sheffield  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Confti- 
tutional Society,  dated  icth  January  1792,  ftating  that  the  So- 
ciety eftabiiHied  at  Sheffield  humbly  lolicits  the  advice  and  affiftance 
of  the  Conftitutional  Society  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  connexioo 
mfsib  all  Jtmllmr  Societies  In  England  \  and  adds,  that  information  of 
the  methods,  terms,  and  manner  of  application  for  the  above  pur- 
pofe, as  likewife  the  admiffioo  of  one  of  their  nnerobers  into  the 
Conftitutional  Society,  will  be  efteemed  a  particular  favour,  and 
gratefdlly  acknowledged.  In  the  poftfcript  to  the  letter,  an  ac- 
count is  given  of  the  origin  of  the  Sheffield  Society ;  and  it » 
ftated,  that  it  at  firft  originated  in  an  aifembly  of  five  or  fix  me- 
chanics, who  firom  conver^tion  about  the  enormous  high  price  of 
provifions,  the  unbounded  authority  of  the  monopolifts  of  all 
ranks,  from ,  the  king  to  the  peafant,  and  the  wafte  of  the  public 
property  by  placemen,  penfioner?,  luxury,  and  debauchery,  tofi^c- 
ther  with  the  mock  reprefentation  of  the  people,  concluded  that 
nothing  btit  ignorance  in  the  people  could  fuffer  the  natural  rights 
of  every  free  man  to  be  thus  violated.  They  formed  a  ^oacty, 
which  was  gradually  increafjng,  and  divided  into  feparate  bodies. 
They  re-pubTifhed  Paine's  Rights  of  Man  at  the  low  price  of  6d. 
each  copy,  to  which  ttiev  propofed  to  annex  an  abftrad^  of  the 
noted  iniquitous  Com  Bill  of  laft  year. 

The  fame  Society  at  Sheffield,  in  a  letter  to  the  Conftitutional ' 
Socicty,t>  mention  that  their  numbers  increafc,  for  that  moft  of 
the  towns  and  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  are  forming  themfelves 
into  fimilar  alTociations,  and  ftridly  adhere  to  the  mode  of  copying 
the  Sheffield  Society.  They  return  thanks  for  the  kind  communi- 
cations which  they  have  received  from  the  principal  members  of 
the  Conftitutional  Society ;  and  they  enclofe  a  parcel  for  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  in  anfwer  to  % 
letter  of  his,  by  which  he  had  informed  them,  that  there  were  ia 
London  a  number  of  mechanics,  (hop  keepers,  5cc.  forming  them- 
(ielves  into  a  Society,  on  the  broad  bajis  of  the  Rights  of  Many  and 
defiring  to  know  the  manner  of  condufling  this  bufinefs  at  Shef* 
fitid:  In  anfwer  to  which,  the  Sheffield  Society'  had  given  them 

•  Appeoda  D.  f  14th  March  1791. 

their 
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tlieir  nmniier  of  proceedings  and  hoped  it  might  be  of  fome  ofe, 
^  the  improvement  they  were  about  to  adopt  was  certainly  the  bc(l 
for  managing  large  bodies  in  great  and*  populous  towns^  viz*  di« 
aiding  them  into  fmall  bodies  or  meetings  of  ten  perfons  each»  and 
thefe  ten  perfons  to  appoint  a  delegate  ;  ten  of  thefe  delegates  to 
form  another  meeting;  znd/o  on^  deiegating  from  oneio  another ^  till 
a/  loft  they  are  reduced  to  a  proper  number  for  conjUtuting  the  Committee 
9r  Grand  CoundL 

,  The  Society  at  Sheffield  •  exprefs  their  determination  to  Atatn 
u  radical  refwrm  of  the  country  f  as  foon  as  prudence  and  difcretion 
vill  permiti  *and  to  eflakltfh  it  upon  that  fyfiem  which  is  con/t/lent  with 
the  Righte  of  Man ;  for  thefe  reafons,  they  requeft,  that  certain 
members  of  their  Society  may  be  admitted  into  the  Conftitutional 
Societyy  in  order  that  the  Society  at  Sheffield  may  be  ftrengthened^ 
lUid  enabled  to  extend  ufeful  knowledge  from  town  to  village^  and  from 
village  to  town^  until  tbe  whole  nation  be  fufficiently  enftghtened  and 
netted  in  the  fame  caufe  ;  which^  they  fay^  cannot  fail  of  hang  the 
tafe^  wherever  thg  mqjl  excellent  worts  of  Mr,  Thowuu  Paine  find 
refidence. 

The  Conftitutional  Society  at  Manchefter  tran&nit  copy  of  their 
refolution  f  td  the  Conftitutional  Society  in  London,  in  which 
they  refolve  that  their  thanht  are  due  to  Mr,  Thomas  Paine^  for  the 
publication  of  the  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man^  combining  Prin* 
ciple  and  PraSice:  They  fly le  tt  a  work  of  the  highefl  importance  i9 
every  nation  under  heaven^  but  particularly  to  this  :  They  expreia 
their  hope*  that  in  confequence  of  the  effed  of  this  work  a  com* 
plete  reform  in  the  prcfent  inadequate  (late  of  the  reprefentation  of 
the  people  will  be  accompliOied  ;  and  that  the  other  great  plans  of 
public  benefit  .which  Mr.  Paine  has  fo  powerfully  recommended 
will  fpeedily  be  carried  into  effet^. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Conftif  utional  Societies  at  Nor- 
wich X  communicate  to  the  London  Society  for  Conftitutional  In- 
formation a  number  of  refolutions,  in  which  they  exprefs  their 
happinefs  at  the  admiflion  of  the  delegation  from  Sheffield,  in  order 
to  form  a  plan  of  general  information  :  They  humbly  beg;  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  fame  favour,  and  exprefs  their  w'lfh  that  all  the  Societies 
(f  annular  hind  in  England  were  fir jngly  and  indiffoluUy  united  in  one 
political  body  :  They  return  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for 
his  Firft  and  Second  Parts  of  the  Rights  of  Man  :  They  fincercly 
wifti  that  he  may  fee  his  labours  crowned  with  fuccefs  in  the  gene- 
ral diffufion  of  liberty  and  happinefs  among  mankind  :  They  fignify 
that  their  numbers  are  increafine  ;  and  they  earnellly  entreat  all 
their  brethren  to  increafe  their  aCTociations,  in  order  to  form  one 
grand  extenfive  union  of  all  the  friends  of  general  Tihsrty, 

In  a  letter  J  t  j  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfj^nding  So- 
ciety, the  Society  at  Stockport  return  thanks  to  the  Correfponding 
Society,  for  their  kindncfs,  which  they  fay  will  be  ufeftd  iu  the 

•  14th  March  1791.  f  15th  March  t79». 

\  24th  Maicii  I  ;9S.  ^  a/th  September  1791. 

formatioB 
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fdrmation  of  the  infant  Society  at  that  place ;  that  they  ftand  mudl 
in  need  of  their  experien(Se  in  this  particular.  They  ftate,  that  they 
have  carefully  permed  the  addreffes,  of  which  a  parcel  has  been  fent 
them  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society ;  and  obfenre  on  their 
contents  in  general,  that  the  fentiments  hardly  rife  to  that  height 
which  they  expected  from  men  fenfible  of  their  full  claims  to  abfo- 
lute  and  unco nt tollable  liberty,  f.  e,  unaccountable  to  awt  powe^ 
wincb  they  have  not  immeeSately  confiituted  and  appointed.  They  fur- 
ther (late,  that  thefc  arc  their  fentiments,  whatever  bc-thofc  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  though  in  the  prefent  (late  of  po-> 
litical  knowledge  ii  may  be  prudent  not  to  avow  them  openly  $  they 
defire  to  be  informed  of  the  means  of  accomplifhin?  their  common 
<^jed  ;  and  they  conclude  with  the  following  wordb : 

*  We  obferve  one   expreflSon,  which  fays.  Numerous  other 

•  reforms  would  undoubtedly  take  place,  &c.  &c. 

•  •  But  we  aik.  How  is  that  parliament  to  be  chofen  ?  Can  we 

•  cxpe^  it  from  the  prefent  order  of  things  ?  IVould  not  the  evtt 

•  be  done  away  at  once  by  the  people  ajfemhlea  in  Convention  .^ — ^Does 

•  it  appear  probable  that  the  odious  laws  of  which  we  complain 

•  will  be  aboli(hed  by  any  other  way  ?  Can  the  grievances  artfing 

•  from  arijtocracy  be  redreffedy  while  the  — —  retains  its  prefent 

•  authority  in  the  legiflature  ?  Is  the  univerfal  right  ofconfcience  ever- 

•  to  be  attained^  whtle  the  B.  maintain  their  feats  on  the        ■    ■■-  ? 

*  Your  thoughts  on  thefe  important  points,  we  moft  eameftfy 

•  dedre  may  be  tranfmitted  as  foon  as  poflible,  not  direded  M 

•  the  lafl,  as  we  fear  it  will  excite  fufplcion. 

•  (Signed) 

A  letter  from  Margarot*  (the  prefident) '  to  the  Friends  of 
Unlverfal  Peace  and  the  Rights  of  Man,  at  Stockport,  fays, 
«  With  regard  to  the  publications  of  the  London  Correfponding 

•  Society,  they  are  exprcflfed  in  as  ftrong  terras  as  prudence  wiH 
«  permit,  yet  plainly  enough  to  convince  the  public,  that  while 

•  we  expeft  every  thing  from  an  honed  and  annual  parliament,  no- 

•  thing  (hort  of  fuch  a  Tenate,  chofen  by  the  whule  nation,  wffl 

•  fatisty  us.' — The  letter  proceeds  to  (late  an  intention  of  cQunte*^ 
nancing  the  ftruggk  of  the  French  nation  againll  defpotxfm  and 
ariftocracy,  by  addreflTmg  the  French  National  Convention. 

A  copy  of  the  addrefa  is  cnclofed,  and  a  concurrence  of  thf^ 
Stockport  Society  is  follcited.     Th?  letter  concludes  thus :  *  If 

•  on  the  contrary  you  difapprove  of  that  mark  of  zeal  towards  the 

•  on/y  nation  that  has  hitherto  undertaken  to  reftore   mankind  to 

•  their  juil  rights,  pleafe  to  communicate  to  us  }K)ur  objcAioas.* 

A  letter  from  the  editors  of  The  Patriot  t»  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  I-ondon  Correfponding  Society,  expre(res  their  commendation 
of  tiic  laudable  fpirit  which  has  induced  the  London  Correfponding 

•  iithO<5lobcr  i79»,  f  i5thOAobcr  179a. 

Socxetf 
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Society  to  addrefs  the  Convention  of  France ;  ftates  the  encourage* 
ment  which  they  had  given  to  the  Society  at  Stockport  $  and  ex* 
horts  the  London  Correfponding  Society  sufo  to  give  it  their  fanc- 
tiohy  advice,  and  fupoort;  announces  that  fevem  Societies  have 
been  formed  within  tne  lad  three  weeks  at  Edinburgh,  and  that 
they  had  received  fome  mod  fpirited  communications  from  thence* 
The  letter  concludes :  *  We  clearly  forefec  that  Scotland  will  foon 
'  take  the  lead  of  this  country,  and  conceive  it  will  be  neceflary 

*  to  take  the  greateft  care  that  an  univerfal  communication  (hould 
'  be  conftantly  kept  up  between  the  feveral  Societies,  however 

*  diftant,  and  that  all  mould  determine  to  ad  upon  the  faflieprin* 
'  ciple,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  a  regular  and  adlive  union.  It  %as  by 
'  this  method  that  France  became  fo  thoroughly  united,  and  we 

*  ought  never  to  lofe  fight  of  it.' 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Society  at  Stockport.*,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  has  thefe 
terms: 

*  I  am  direded  by  the  Friends  of  Umverfal  Peace  and  the  Rights 

*  of  Man^  to  inform  you  that  we  received  two  letters  from  you» 

*  the  firfl  dated  September  21,  requefting  us  to  concert  with  yoa 

*  in  tranfmitting  to  the  French  National  Convention  an  addrefs 

*  iigned  by  every  member,  &c.  &c- 

*  With  refpedl  to  ihtfubftance  of  this/p//^,  we  bdievc  that  the 

*  caufe  of  the  French  is  that  of  event  inSvidual  perfon  in  Europe^ 

*  that  it  not  fattening  on  plunder,  or  tnrough  ignorance,  obftinacy» 

*  and  inattention,  fit  unconcerned,  and  Will  not  be  perfuaded  to 

*  confider,  although  inevitable  ruin  (hould  be  the  awful  confe- 

*  quence. 

*  We  therefore  think  it  highly  neceffary  to  add  our  friendly  aid 

*  and  q^ance,  in  order  to  Simulate  the  oppreffed  friends  ol freedom 

*  in  France  againft  all  the  deffots  in  Europe  (who  are  combined 
'  againft  the  jufl  and  equal  rights  of  man)  by  alTuring  them  t^at 

*  we  view  ^tvtfignal  exertions  and  wonderful  viSories  with  admt- 
'  ration,  together  with  the  extinQion  of  treacherous  royalty,  i^nd 

*  the    reflonng   to    every    individual   his   equal  and   induUtahle 

*  rights,  as  feuow  men  and  free  citixens ;    and   that  our.  hearts 

*  are  united  with  theirs  as  in  one  common  caufe,  confidering  aa 

*  in  a  great  meafure  their  viAory  our  emancipation,  together  mtb 

*  their  own. 

*  Yet,  fhould  it  ever  be  the  cafe  that  our  miniilry  fhould  be  fo 
'  perfidious  as,  contrary  to  their  pledged  faith  of  neutrality,  to  join 

*  the  execrable  band  of  defpots  againft  the  caufe  of  freedom,  we 

*  will  fland  forward,  even  to  the  hazarding  our  Iites»  by  uiing 

*  every  juflifiable  means  to  counteract  their  machinations,  and 

*  give  to  the  fnends  of  freedom  all  the  encouragement  and  fupport 

*  which  we  feverally  unfupported  can  afford/ 

*  3d  llovesiber  i79Xt 
Vol.  IV.  k  A  letter 
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A  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Society  for  Confli:?- 
tional  Information  *,  dates  that  the  people  of  Leicefter  are  to  faarr 
their  firft  stdjoumed  meeting  in  a  few  days,  and  that  they  ftand  n 
need  of  a  fort  of  ereeri  for  Immediate  pulUcafion  \  and  one  from  ths 
Norwich  Society  f  ftates,  that  having  found  that  the  Friends  of  tkr 
People,  and  Society  for  Conltitiitional  Information,  do  not  exacth 
a^rec,  they  wi(h  to  know  the  rearon.  That  it  appt-ars  to  tb^in 
that  the  drfFcrencc  was  this :  The  Friends  of  the  People  mean  ork 
a  partial  reform,  becaufe  they  leave-  oiit  the  words  exprcffing  t>c 
Duke  of  Richmond's  plan,  and  talk  only  of  a  reform  ;  while  lit 
Manchefter  people  feem  to  intimate,  by  addrefling  Mr.  Paine,  that 
they  were  intent  wpon  republican  principles  only  ;  to  come  clofe  to 
the  main  queftfon,  they  defire  to  knnw  whether  the  generality  c! 
the  Societies  mean  to  reft  fatisfied  wHh  the  Duke  of  Richmond > 
plan  only,  or  m/hfther  it  is  thrir private  defi^n  to  rip  up  monarchy  h  ;« 
rootf  and  to  place  dunocrary  in  itsjiend?  The  letter  then  gfres  an  ar- 
count  of  the  plan  which  the  Noiwich  Society  wi(h  to  obtain,  aid 
ivhith  has  alreidy  been  moved  for  at  their  general  meeting,  namd}r 
a  full  and  equal  rcprefentation  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 

The  Manchcfter  Refornrration  Society  ftate|,  that  the  caufe  rt 
liberty  goes  on  rapidfy  rn  that  town  ;  their  mimbcra  increafe  ;  ari 
they  Jehre  to  be  admitted  to  corrcfpo»d  wkh  the  Londlon  Soeictr 
for  Conftitutional  Information, 

A  Society  at  Leicefler  {|  reqneft  every  particular  requifite  to 
enable  them  tO'  eftablifh  a  Conftitutional  8<icieiy  there,  fim^i 
to  that  in  I^ondon,  and  thofe  at  Manchefter,  Stvoekport,  kc. 
They  defirc  all  that  rs  neceffary  by  the  firft  maf^;  they  ftate,  ilut 
they  want  laws,  orders,  principles,  creed*,  addrefles,  declarantin.^ 
•nnd  reft>IutionB ;  and  a  letter  from  a  meeting  at  Coventry  %  fuliciw 
the  London  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  to  tranfmit  a 

Iilan  of  the  ShefReld,  or  any  other  Society  which  they  may  t^inlt 
left  adapted  to  prodwcc  the  end  of  cftabUihiug  ar  Coftftitutionsd  So- 
ciety at  Coventry. 

When  the  Londoir  Correfponding  Society  fonnd  that  their- con- 
duft  began  to  attrafl  notice,  they  publiftied  a  long  jiiftification  t  f 
It  f[,  which  they  commufncated  to  the  Society  for  Conttitun'onii 
Information.  This  paper,  the  profcflcd  ohje£l  of  which  is  to  prnvt 
the  moderation  of  the  Society,  and  to  vindicate  thcai  from  the  \n>' 
putation  thrown  out  aofalnft  then>,  conehjdes  in  the  fnlKmi  ^- 
words:  *  Let  us  wait,  and  watch  the  enfiiing  icfTion  of  Parliiimc'i.t, 

*  from  which  we  have  much  to  hope,  sind  Ktlleto  fenr.    The  Ho^'f 

•  of  Commons  may  "have  been  the  fonrce  of  oar  cakmity — it  miv 

*  prove  that  of  our  deliverance  ;  (honld  it  not,  we  triift  we  (hall  r  -t 

•  prove  ourfdves  unworthy  wf  our  f(»rcfathers,  whole  rxertioui  i"' 
'lihe  caufe  of  matikkid  lb  well  deferve  our  imitation/ 

•  9th  Nov.  179a.  f  iTthNov.  179X  t  ntbNor.  j*9?. 

y  lilbNov.  1791,  §  a6tli  Nov.  179a.  'f  30U1  Nov.  1751, 
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YOUR  COMMITTEE  have  tkns  gifcn  a  view  of  the  differ- 
ent proceedings  to  the  clqfe  of  the  year  1 7^a  *•     Early  in  X793  t» 
the  joint  correfpondeace  of  the  two  Societies  in  London  with  the 
<:ountry  Societies  feems  to  have  been  directed  to  the  oftenlible  pur- 
pofe  ot  obtaining  petitions  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  favour  of  a 
reform  in  the  Parliamentary  reprefentation,  and  alfo  petitions  from 
the  fame  Societies  againil  the  continuance  of  the  war.     A  fcries  o£ 
letters  relating  to  thcfe  objeds  is  tnfcrtcd  in  the  Appendix :  But 
your  Committee  think  it  neceifary  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  extradls  from  fome  part  of  this  correfpondencCf  from 
which  it  will  appear,  that  the  meafure  of  addrefliag  petitions  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  1 793,  on  the  fubje^  of  Parliamentary  reform^ 
was  adopted  without  either  any  approbation  of  that  mode  of  appli- 
cation, or  any  hope  of  fuccefs  in  its  profefTcd  olijedl ;  and  that  the 
Societies  approved  of  thofe  petitions,  even  in  the  exceptionable  lan- 
.  guagc  in  which  they  were  exprcfFed,  with  no  other  view  than  that 
of  accommodating  themfelves,  for  a  time,  to  fuppofed  prejudices 
and  circumftances,  and  of  opening  the  way  to  the  profecution  of 
their  defign  in  that  mode  wlilch  they  have  iince  adually  purfued* 
and  which  appears  even  then  to  have  been  in  their  contemplation. 
.  From  fome  of  thefe  Lrtters  §  it  is  evident,  that  the  London  Corrc- 
fpondlng  Society  had,  previous  to  the  month  of  March  t703  (al- 
though the  letter  It<elf,  in  which  they  did  fo,  has  not  been  fo\ind)p 
iiatedy  for  the  condderation  of  the  country  Societies*  three  pro- 
^ufitions ; 

FiHl,  A  Petition  to  Parliametit. 
Secondly,  A  Petition  to  the  King. 
Thirdly,  A  Convention. 

And  in  a  fubfequcnt  letter  of  the  4.th  of  M^rch,  from  the  Cor- 
fefponding  Siicicty  to  the  Society  at  She[Beld«  tliere  is  this  para« 
graph  : 

*  With  regard  to  petitioning  Parliament,  we  arc  unanimoufly  of 
<  opinion,  ihaf  fuch  a  petition  tvill  not  proJucc  a  reform;  yet  from 

*  many  con  fide  rations  we  are  now  peifuadcJ,  that  tftvery  Society  in 

*  the  iflatul  will  fend  fortifard  a  peWwn^  we  (hall  ultimately  gain 

*  ground,  for  as  much  a 4  it  will  force  the  members  of  the  Senate 

*  repeatedly  to  dlfcufs  the  fubjcc>.,  and  their  deliberations,  printed 

*  in  the  dl  Jerent  ncwfpapers,  will  mod  naturally  a'4fakcn  the  public 

*  Riind  .towards  the  object  of  our  purinit.     The  nutiqn,  once  in- 

*  formed  that  a  rcfurm  in    Pirllimcnt  is  fought   for  in  different 

*  quarters,  ^ivfs  rife  to  debitcs  in  the  Huufc  of  Commons  (and  is 

*  acknowlcd;^cd  in  every  rank  to  be  wanting),  will  brgin  to  excrcife 

*  their  own  rcafuus  on  the  fubjeA  ;^^arnve/i  at  thai  period,  we  prf 

*  Junif  our  hujitu'Js  will  be  nearly  lucompli/hedj 

•  Appendix  C.  f  X2th  April.  §  Appendix  E. 
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In  a  letter  from  the  United  Political  Societies  at  Norwich,  dated 
5tH  March  17939  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  InformatioiH 
they  ftate,  that  they  fee  a  great  propriety  in  uni^erfal  fuffiragc  and 
annual  eleflion ;  hut  wi(h  to  know  what  has  heen  colle£ked  to  be 
the  fenfc  of  the  people  ;  that  the  Correfponding  Societies  of 
London  have  recently  fuhmitted  three  propofitions  for  their  inrcf^ 
tigation : 

Whether  a  petition  to  Parliamenty  or  an  addrefs  to  the  King»  or 
a  Convention :  They  fay,  that  they  are  a  conquered  people  under 
that  degrading  neceffity— to  ftate  their  grievances  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  a  requeft  for  redrefs ;  and  fhould  they  refufe  to 
grant  their  reafonable  petitions,  thej  have  ftiU  got  (no  thanks  to 
them)  a  formidahle  engine  that  will  convey  the  infult  to  the  re> 
moteft  parts  of  the  kingdom. — As  to  the  propriety  of  tfie  fecond^ 
they  fay»  they  are  dubious  of  its  good  confequences. — ^LaiUy,  as  to 
0  ConventioMf  they  Jay  ^  it  u  the  ofyeS  that  they  furfue  ;  that  tbey  ejteem 
any  other  means  onfy  in  fuhordmation  tOf  and  as  having  a  tendency  to  ac* 
cimM/h  that  deftrMs  end;  but,  they  add,  wifhing  to  be  in  union 
witn  their  brethren,  they  defire  to  know  whether  it  is  necefiary  to 
obtain  fignatures  to  a  petition. 

'The  anfwer  to  this  letter  firom  Norwich  has  been  already  men* 
tloned  in  the  former  Report :  It  refers  to  the  three  queftions  ftated, 
'  and  contains  the  paragraph  inferted  in  tl)e  former  Report. 

•  «  Where,  then,  are  we  to  look  for  the  remedy  ? — ^to  that  Parlia- 
ment of  which  we  complain  ? — ta  the  Executive  Power,  which  is 
implicitly  obeyed,  if  not  anticipated  in  Parliament  ? — or  to  our- 
felvcs,  reprefented  in  fome  meeting  of  delegates  for  the  efpecial 
pnrpofe  of  reform,  which  we  fuppofe  you  underftand  by  the  term 
Cmvention  F         It  then  proceeds : 

<  It  is  the  end  of  each  of  thefe  propofitions,  that  we  ought  to 
look  to ;  and  as  fuccefs  in  a  good  caufe  muft  be  the  effe^l  of  per- 
feverance,  and  the  rifing  realon  of  the  time,  let  us  determine  with 
coolnefs,  but  let  us  perfevere  with  decifion.  As  to  a  Convention, 
we  regard  it  as  a  plan,  the  moil  definable  and  moft  pra^licable,  fo 
foon  as  the  great  body  of  the  people  (hall  be  courageous  and  vir- 
tuous enough  to  join  us  in  the  attempt.  Hitherto  we  have  no 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  moment  is  arrived  for  that  purpofe.  As 
to  any  petition  to  the  Crown,  we  believe  it  hopelefs  in  its  confe- 
quences With  refpeA  to  the  laft  of  the  propofals,  we  are  at  a 
lofs  to  advife.  If  the  event  is  looked  to  in  the  vote  which  may 
be  obtained  from  that  body  to  whom  this  petition  is  to  be  ad- 
dreifed,  which  of  us  can  look  to  it  without  the  profped  of  an 
abfolnte  negative?  In  this  point  of  view,  therefore,  it  cannot  re- 
quire a  moment's  confideration. 

*  But  if  we  regard  the  policy  of  fuch  a  mcafurc,  it  may,  in  our 
apprehenfinn,  be  well  worth  confidcring  as  a  warning  voice  to  out 
prefent  legiflators,  and  as  a  fignal  for  imitation  to  the  majority  of 
the  people, 

<  Should 
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.  •  Should  fuch  a  plan  be  vigorouHy  and  generally  purfued,  it 

^  would  hold  out  a  certainty  to  our  fcllow-countrynicn,  that  we  are 

*  not  a  handful  of  individuals  unworthy  of  attention  or  confide*-  .t'on, 

*  who,defi»e  the  rcfcOi-ation  of  the  ancient  liberties  of  England  ;  bat, 

*  on  the  contrary,  it   might  hriu^  into  light  that   hoft   of  wcU- 

*  meaning  men,  who,  ia  tlie  different  towns  and  counties  of  thii 

*  realm,  arc  filcntly  but  ferioufly  anxious  for  reformation  in  the  go^ 

*  vernment* 

*  We  exhort  yon  with  anxiety  to  purfuc  your  laudable  cndea-  . 
'  vours  for  the  common  good^  and  never  to  defpair  of  the  public 

*  caufe.' 

The  letters  of  the  Correfponding  Society  of  the  17th  May  and 
35th  July  179^,  and  of  the  Norwich  Societies  of  the  cth  of  July, 
and  various  pafTagcs  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Scotch  Convention, 
and  of  thofc  of  the  Society  at  Sheffield,  will  be  found  to  contain 
additional  proofs  of  what  has  been  reprefented  to  be  the  real  view  and 
intention  of  prefenting  thefe  petitions ;  but  being  fubfequent  to 
the  time  when  thefe  petitions  were  prefented,  they  will  be  more 
'  particularly  referred  to  in  Hating  rhe  tranfadions  during  the  re- 
mainder ot  the  year  1793,  ^^  which  your  Committee  wiU  proceed 
to  take  notice. 

After  the  rcjed^ion  of  the  petitions  in  May  1 793,  and  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Houfe  upon  tht  fubjed  of  a  change  in  the  reprefcnta- 
tion  in  Parliament,  the  correfpondence  infcrted  in  the  Appcmlix  * 
will  (how  that  the  union  and  concert  between  the  two  Societies  in 
London  feem  to  have  acquired  additional  ilrength.  It  is  foon  after 
diftindtly  Hated,  thai  more  effeSual  .\:ani  than  petitions  mufi  he  adopted\\ 
and  early  in  the  autumn  of  1793  ^»  the  joint  efforts  of  the  two  So* 
cieties  were  dire^cd  to  the  formation  of  a  Convention  at  Edinburgh, 
to  which  delegates  were  to  be  fcnt  from  London,  and  were  invited 
from  many  ol  the  country  Societies.  Many  of  thefe  Societies  ac- 
tually fent  delegates ;  and  of  thofe  who  did  not,  feveral  approved 
of  the  meafure,  and  only  objcdled  to  the  time ;  while  others,  ap- 
proving both  of  the  time  and  of  the  meafure,  declined  any  (hare  in 
It  on  account  of  their  npt  having  received  a  fuihcicntly  early  no- 
tice, or  of  their  being  unable  to  afford  the  expenfe  with  which  it 
was  necc(rarily  attended. 

The  immediate  foundations  of  thf  fc  proceedings  appear  to  have 
been  a  letter  from  the  Correfponding  Society  §,  May  17th,  1793, 
to  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Edinburgh,  which,  after  exprcfixng 
their  defire  to  untte^  not  only  nvith  each  othcr^  hut  ivlth  coery  other  So* 
stely  throughout  the  nation^  proceeds  :  *  Our  petitions,  you  will  have 

*  learned,    have  all  been   unfur.cefsful ;    our   alte::tion  muil  190W, 

*  therefore,  be  turned  to  fome  more  eifedual  means ;  from  your 
'  Society  we  would  willingly  learu  lliem,  and  you,  oq  your  part,  may 

•  Appendix  C.  f  Appendix  C. 

t  2ith,  a8th  Od.  8di  Nov.  and  6th  Pec.  1793. 
4  Appendix  £. 
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*  depend  upon  oar  adopting  the  firmeft  meafurcB,  provided  tbey 
'  conftitutional ;  and  we  hope  the  country  will  not  be  behind  us.' 

A  letter  from  Skinrin^  to  Hardy,  dated  «th  May  1793,  is  infert- 
cd  in  the  Appendix,  and  contains  mmy  paila^es  which  appear  to  be 
very  material,  but  which  will  be  more  particmariy  referred  to  in  the 
account  of  the  correfpondcnce  of  the  Scotch  Conyention. 

On  the  icHh  of  June  1793,  ^^^*  Secretary  of  the  Correfponding 
Society  writes  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  Bir- 
mingham :  •  We  are  entirely  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to   the 

*  neceflity  of  a  general  union ;  and  believe  as  you  do,  that  when 

*  once  the  country  (hall  be  fo  united,  the  Neros  of  the  day  will  be 

*  forced  to  yield  to  the  juH  deinand  of  a  long  and  fore  opprcfied 

*  people.* 

A  letter  from  the  Political  Societies  at  Norwich,  which  appeart 
to  have  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society,  on  the  25th  of  June  1703,  contains  the  following  paff- 
agc:  *  We  rccci\ed  your  friendly  letter  wheiein  you  Hated  three 

*  pnipofitions ;  firft,  a  petition  to  his  Majcfly  ;  or  to  Parliament  ; 

*  or,  a  National  Convention.     I  gave  my  opinion  on  the  fuhje^i  to 

*  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  London,  and  found  their  ideas  con- 

*  genial  to  my  own,  viz.  An  addiefs  to  the  Kine,  futile  ;  a  petition 

*  to  Parliament,  as  a- conquered  people,  tolerable  ;  a  National  Con« 

*  vention,  if  circumftanccs  permitted,  beft  of  all'.* 

And  in  a  letter  fr^m  the  Secretary  of  the  CorrefpondJnjr  Society, 
of  the  25th  of  July  1793,  which  appears  to  be  an  anfwer  to  the 
foregoing,  it  is  faid,  •  With  regard  to  the  queftions  thcmfelves, 

*  however  individuals  may  have  made  up  their  minds  on  them,  the 
<  public  feemed  moft  to  at>pvove  of  the  mode  of  pehtiomng  ParRament ; 

*  we  aeeordingly  acqutefcedy  and  fcnt  in  a  petition,  iigncd  by  nearly 

*  6,coo  perfons  ;  with  this  letter  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  it,  and 

*  of  its  fate  vou  are  dnubtlefs  not  t;nacquaintcd.'  After  faying  that 
their  firmneis  is  not  confined  to  words,  and  that  they  will  be  fore- 
moll  in  aflcrtiiig  and  recovering  the  loft  liberties  of  the  country, 
the  letter  recommends  to  the  Norwich  Society  to  form  a  junAion 
with  ill  others  affociated  for  the  lame  purpofe  throughout  the  na- 
tion ;  and  above  all  orderly  and  c^iirnjfouflj  to  prepare  themfelves  for 
the  events  as  they  cannot  expe^  to  repojfefs  thtlr  rights  without  ajlruggk: 
that  it  may  be  advaniag-eous  to  humanity,  that  they  (hould  ftiow 
themfelves  at  firll  an  indignant  opprejfed  people^  in  whom  it  not  yet  em 
tii'ely  extir.tl  the  v^i/our  of  their  forefathers. 

In  the  month  of  Orfober  the  rcfolutions  •  were  pafled  in  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutional  Information,  and  the  London  Correfponding 
Society,  relative  to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh,  which  have  been 
already  taken  notice  of. 

The  Socictv  for  Conftitutional  Information  at  Sheffield  infcrt,  in 
ft  letter  f  to  the  1-ondon  Conftitutional  Society,  the  following  ex- 
tra ^\  from  a  leltct  §,  which  was  fent  to  the  Convention  at  £din* 
faur^h : 


•  Aj^pendlx  C.        f  App'  ndix  E,        §  ift  November  1793. 


That 
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*  That  it  would  have  given  this  Society  the  moft  heartfelt  fatif- 

*  fa^ionto  have  had  a  dclcgatloi)  prefent  at  ihcir  approaching  Con- 

*  vention,  had  we  received  timely  notice  of  their  wifhcs  that  it  (hould 

*  be  fo:  But  it  unfortunately  happens  that  all  the  Gentlemen  belong- 

*  ing  to  the  Society,  which  it  wcmld  choofc  for  fo  important  a  bufi- 
'  nefs,  aie  fo  previoufly  engaged  in  affairs  which  tliey  cannot  pofii^ 

*  bly  polipone  in  fo  fliort  an  interval,  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 

*  comply  with  their  requifition  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

*  This  Society  arc  alfo  of  opinion,  that  to  give  fuch  a  meafurc 

*  its  full  effi'Sj  it  would  be  ncccffary  that  the  other  Societies  in 

*  South  Britain  (hould  have  com»nunicatIo'\  with  each  other  on  the 

*  fubjed,  and  be  able  to  afcertain  that  dcp'.itations  would  be  fent 

*  from,  at  lead,  a  majority  of  the  Societies  in  this  part  of  the  king- 

*  dom.     And,  to  evince  that  we  Ciould  be  happy  to  unite  our  ef- 
"  •  fortB  with  their's  in  one  firm  and  fettled  plan,  we  affure  them, 

*  that  if  they  think  proper  to  tix  another  mcst'i/ig  in  January  or  Fe^ 

*  bruary^  or  any  other  time  which  may  he  more  agreealk^  and  give  \5% 

*  immediate  notice  thereof,  and  that  they  wifh  to  fee  delecratea  from 

*  the  feveral  Societies  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  we  V/i\\  write  to 

*  all  thofe  we  are  in  correfpondence  with,  to  get  fuch  a  delineation  aik 
'  may  be  truly  refpedable  and  importaiit.' 

In  a  leter  from  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  Leeds,  dated  jtU 
November  J793  *,  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  luformatiuu  f» 
jbondon,  is  the  following  paragraph  : 

*  It  is  with  great  fatisfadion  wc  read  your  letter,  and  approve  of 
«  your  having  cledled  your  delegates  to  ferve  upon  fuch  a  laudable 

*  undertaking ;  but,  if  you  meant  for  the  Leeds  Society  to  adopt 

*  tiie  fame  meafures,  (hall  be  glad  if  you  will  anfwer  this  imme- 

*  diately  ;  as  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  time  of  their  fitting, 

*  we  fear  our  delegates  will  be  too  late.' 

A  letter  f  from  the  Society  of  Birmingham  to  the  London  Con- 
f^iuuional  Society  X  ftates,  that  they  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
C  inllitutional  Society,  whch  had  obtained  the  approbation  of  eveiy 
member  prefent,  and  that  they  would  at  all  times  concur  with  the 
Conilitutional  Society  in  any  meafure  that  may  have  a  tendency  to» 
hailcn  the  r.'tum  of  departed  liberty  ;  that  the  objedt  of  the  mif- 
fion  of  del;;gates  to  the  Scotch  Convention  is  a  meafure  upon  whieh 
depends  the  regeneration  of  Britain  from  ajiaie  ofjlnvery  to  ajiate  of 
fre:dom  and  happinefs ;  and  that  the  Society  at  Birmingham  have 
only  to  regret  that,  at  prefent,  their  ability  will  not  allow  them  to 
co-operate  with  the  Conditutional  Society,  by  fending  a  delegate 
ti)  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  this  they  Hate  to  be  one  t>t' 
the  calamities  of  the  war. 

The  vSociety  at  Coventry  tranfmit  §  to  the  Jjondou  Conftitu- 
tional Society  the  copy  of  a  refolution  (|  of  the  28th  Odober  179-5, 

•  AosffiHix  E.  t  6Th  N'>».  1793.  I  Apprnriu  R. 

^  X9U1  Nuv,  1 793*        .11  App<iadix  £. 

relative 
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re1at{\'e  to  the  elc^ion  of  delegates,  communicating  their  approba« 
tion  of  a  meaftire  which  they  c  >nceivc  peculiarly  calculated  to  ac-» 
cclerate  the  acquifition  of  the  object  propofed. 


THE  PROCEEDINGS  of  the  ConTentlon,  which  aOemWed 
at  Edinburgh  in  the  clofe  of  179^,  appear  to  your  Committee  to 
iuTC  been  of  fuch  importance,  and  to  throw  fo  much  light  upon  the 
fubje^  of  this  part  of  the  Report,  that  it  has  been  thought  neceflaiy 
to  giTC  a  connected  account  of  them  in  this  place,  with  references 
to  extrads  from  the  minutes  of  that  aflembly  inferted  in  the  Ap- 
pendix * ;  and,  in  order  to  render  this  account  more  complete,  it 
nay  be  neceffary  (hortly  to  recur  to  tlie  proceeding's  of  two  other 
meetings  wiiich  had  taken  place  at  Edinburgh  an  an  eaiiier  pe- 
riod. 

A  number  of  perfons,  Ryling  themfelves  a  General  Convention 
of  Delegates  from  iJic  Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  throiigh-> 
•ut  Scotland,  appear,  from  the  papers  laid  before  the  Committee^ 
to  have  aflfembled  at  Edinburgh  on  the  i  ith  of  December  1792,  far 
the  purpofe,  as  they  alleged,  of  concerting  meafures  for  obtaining  a 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  for  reftoring  the  freedom  of  eledion,  and 
an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament. — This  meet- 
ing was  compofed  of  a  number  of  perfons  aifembled  from  different 
paru  of  Scotland,  and  delegated  by  the  various  Clubs  and  Societies 
which  had  lately  been  ellablifhed  in  that  country  under  the  name  of 
The  Friends  of  the  l^:ople. — They  amounted  to  about  170,  amoneft 
whom  were  fome  perfons  of  a  higher  tituation  and  rank  in  ItK, 
moll  of  whom  however  afterwards  difcontinued  their  attendance.— 
Skirving,  fince  convi^cd  and  tranfported  by  fentcncc  of  the  Court 
of  Judiciary,  adled  as  their  Secretary ,  and  continued  uniformly  to 
m&.  in  that  capacity. 

After  fitting  a  tew  days,  this  Convention  appears  to  have*  ad- 
journed to  the  end  of  April  1795,  ^^cn  they  again  affembledt 
though  not  in  fmh  numbers  as  before,  Skirving  Hill  ofRciating  at 
their  Secretary,  and  corrcfpond'ng  with  all  the  Societies  in  Scot- 
land, and  feveral  in  England,  on  the  fubje^l  of  a  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment. This  Convention  feparated  in  four  days,  and  appointed 
their  next  meeting  to  take  place  at  Edinburgh  011  the  29th  of 
O^ober  following. 

About  the  time  when  the  firft  Convention  feparated,  in  April 
J 793,  a  correfpondencc  feems  to  have  commenced  between  Skirving 
(the  Secretary)  and  various  Societies  in  England ;  and  tlie  fytlem 
of  uniting  ail  thefe  Societies  in  Gr^at  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  com- 
mon meafures,  appears  to  have  been  regularly  a^ed  upon.  From 
a  variety  of  lettei*8  found  in  the  pofTeffion  of  Skirving  when  appre- 
hended at  Edinburgh  on  the  5th  December  1793,  it  appears  that 
he  correfponded,  as  Secretary  of  the  Scotch  Convcr.tion,  with  the 
following  Societies : 

*  Appendix  f. 

The 
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•  The  Society  for  ConfUtutional  InfonnatioD»  Crown  and  Anchoi^ 

Tavern,  London  ; 
The  London  Corrcfponding  Society  ;    . 
The  Society  of  the  Friends  oF  the  People,  Free  Mafons'  Taveniji 

London  ; 
The  Sheffield  Conftitutional  Society  ; 
Leeds  Conftitutional  Society ; 
Nottingham  Society  for  promoting  a  Parliamentary  Reform  j 

and  a  Society  at  Norwich. 

The  correfpondence  with  the  Sheffield  Conftitutional  Society 
commences  in  April  179^- 

'    Three  letters  trom  their  Secretary  were  found  in  the  pofteffion  of 
Skirving,  to  whom  they  are  addrefftd. 

The  tirft  ofthefe,  inclofing  a  copy  of  the  petition  then  about  ta 
be  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons — The  fecottd,  inclofing  a 
fet  of  refolutions  againft  the  war,  which  the  Secretary  tranfmits,* 
yrith  a  requeft  that  they  (hould  be  adopted  by  all  the  Societies  in 
Great  Britain — And  the  third,  dated  the  27th  of  May  *,  after  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  loth  of  that  month  front 
Skirving,  communicating  to  the  Sheffield  Society  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh,  which  feparatcd  in  April,  approves 
of  its  proceedings,  and  ftatcs  an  addrcfs  made  by  their  late  preii- 
dent  to  the  Sheffield  Society,  which,  after  complaining  of  the  late 
reje^ion  of  the  Sheffield  petition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  de- 
clares, that  a  reform  in  Parliament  can  never  he  brought  about  but  by 
the  powerful  interpofitiam  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

The  Society  of  Leeds  begin  their  correfpondence  with  Skirvipg, 
by  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  May  r  793  f ,  by  ^t^w'w^g  fraternal  com mu" 
nicat'ton  with  the  Society  of  Edinburgh,  requelling  its  affiftance  and 
inftruftion,  and  that  though  their  numbers  are  tew,  not  exceeding 
'200,  they  are  men,  and  determined  to  inftru^l  their  neighbours  in 
their  common  intereft. 

On  the  i8ih  of  May  17931  ^^^  Friends  of  the  People,  Free  Ma- 
fons' Tavern,  Londwn,  paffed  a  vote  of  thanks  %  to  the  Convention 
which  had  taken  place  the  beginnlnt^r  of  that  year,  for  their  Zealand 
aftivity  in  the  canfe  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  recommended  a 
continuance  of  thefamc  fpirit,  induftry,  and  temper,  during  the  re- 
cefs  of  Parliament.  This  vote  §  appears  to  have  been  tranfrriitted 
to  Skirving  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  which  rcqiiefts  that  the 
vote  of  thanks  might  be  communicated  to  the  various  Societies  la 
Scotlan.d. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  the  Secretary  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
wrote  another  letter  to  Skirving  ||  (apparently  in  anfwer  to  a  letter 
from  him  on  the  fubjedl),  in  which  are  the  following;  paffages— 
*  The  plan  of  delegates  would  be  very  improper  in  this  countr)-  at 


•  Vide  Appcniit  F.  (Na.  1.)  '  f  Vide  AppetiJix  F    (No  a  ) 

t  Vide  Ap..rnJix  F.  (No.  3.)  %  Vide  A^'pcnaix  F.  (No.  4.) 
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prcicfi^ 


*'  prefent.     A  very  fmaB  part  of  it  indeed  woM  be  wBlivt  far  fe» 
^  form.     If  fttch  a  meetinc^  it  attempted*  it  wtQ  openite«  Kkc  nauf 

*  ra(h  fteps  of  fome  who  iviflv  weU  to  the  caofe>  mudi  ta  its  diiad^ 

*  vantage/ 

Another  letter,  dated  the  i9th  of  OfiobeTt  from  the  Secretsuy 
4f  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  London  *  ,  addrefled  aUb  to  Skir- 
Yi'ngy  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  fereral  copies  of  the  Trials  oF 
Muir  and  Palmer,  which  he  favs  he  will  bind  up  with  the  Trial  of 
Paine,  and  recommends  to  the  Scotti(h  Convention  ta  avoid  the 
Tiolence  which  has  done  mifchief  to  the  caufe  of  reform  tn  Eng- 
land. 

The  correfpoiidence  of  the  London  Corrcfpondio^  Society  with 
Skirvine,  previous  to  May  1 795,  does  net  appear  ;  but  a  letter  of 
the  1 7th  of  this  month,  from  the  Secretary  to  Skirving,  which  has 
t»een  already  referred  to,  folicits  k  renewal  of  correfpondence,  and 
ibore  intimate  co-operation. 

To  this  an  anfwer  was  retmiied  by  Skirving,  dated  25th  May 
I'^pji  which  ha^'alfo  been  before  referred  to,  and  has  the  following 
temarkable  paflages : 

•  If  we  fought  only  the  extirpation  of  one  fet  of  interefted  men 

*  from  the  management  of  national  affairs,  that  place  might <he  given 

*  to  another  fet,  nviihimi  ajfe8ing  the  vita!  of  the  /xfiem.adverfe  to 

*  reform^  this  might  be  eafily  acconipliihed ;  but  to  cut  up  wide  and 
«  deep-rooted  prejudices,  to  give  effcftual  energy  to  the  didatcs  of 

*  truth  in  favour  of  public  virtue  and  national  profperity,  in  oppofi* 

*  tion  to  felf,  and  all  its  intereP^ed  habits,  and  to  withftand  and  over- 

*  awe  the  final  efforts  of  the  powers  of  darknefs,  is  the  work  of  the 

*  tvhohy  and  not  of  a  part ; — ^a  Work  to  which  mankind,  till  this 

*  awful  period,  were  never  adequate  ;  becaufe  never,  tiU  ww,  dif- 

*  pofedtofraternixe.* 

'  Let  us  begin  in  earned  to  make  op  our  minds  relative  to  the 

*  extent  bf  reibrm  which  wc  ought  to  fcek,  be  prepared  to  juiWy 

*  it,  and  to  contrbvcrt  obj^clions.     Let  us  model  the  whole  io  the 

*  public  mind.     Let  ui  provldr  every  fiake  andjtay  of  the  tabernacle 

*  which  wc  would  ereA  ;  fo  that  w!ien  the  tabernacles  of  oppreffion 

*  in  the  palaces  of  ambition  are  broken  down,  under  the  madnefsand 

*  folly  of  their  fupptnteis,  wc  may  then,  without  anarchy  and 

*  all  dangerous  delay,  credl  at  once  our  tabernacle  of  righteouf- 
«  ncft.' 

On  the  5th  of  OAober  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
,  ing  Societjr  agJlin  writes  to  Skiivincr  f,  highly  approving  of  the 
.  idea  of  a  Conventicn,  and  exprcfTn.;:  his  belief  that  the  London 
"  Correfpondin^  Society  will  fend  delegates  to  it :  *  Our  fitredom, 
*<  as  youjuftTy  obfcrvc,  depends  entirely  on  ourfclvesf  and  upon  our 

*  availing  ourfelyes  of  this  opportunity,  which  once  lotl  may  not  be 

*  fo  foon  recovered.' 

•-•;:—•     •  Vi4-  Appendix  F.  (No.  %,)  f  ^de  Appendix  E. 
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:  -On  the  8th  of  November,  he  anin  writes  to  the  delegates  Mar* 
;arot  atid  Gerald  *,  then  at  Edinburgh^  informiag  them  of  v^wt 
tad  been  doing  in   the  Society  Gnce  their  departure ;  and  reqoefta 

to  be  £ivoured  *  with  the  number  of  delegates  in  the  Convention^ 

*  and  the  number  from  Engknd  alfo,  and  how  the  civil  and  miHtarf 
<  power  reliHies  your  meeting/ 

On  the  29th  of  November  he  again  writes  to  them,  ftating  that 
the  General  Committee    *  are  highly  pleafed  with  the  propofed 

*  union  with  our  Northern  brethren ;  and  beg  you  will  ufe  every 

*  exertion  in  your  power  to  ellablifli  that  deiiraUe  union  upon  a 

*  firm  and  permanent  bafis.     It  gives  us  great  pleafure  and  encou- 

*  ragemeat  to  hear  that  the  fpirit  of  liberty  is  fo  flouri(hing  in  tha 

*  North ;  and  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  fame  nome  fpirit 
'  is  making  a  rapid  progrefs  in  the  South.' 

The  inSruditons  from  the  Correfponding  Society  to  Mamrot 
ind  Gerald,  dated  the  24th  of  O^ober  X  '939  figned  by  their  Chair- 
man and  Secretaryy  were  alfo  found  in  the  poiTeflion  of  Skirving« 
They  coniiit  of  nine  diffb.^nt  articles.  By  artide  ift»  the  delegate 
is  inftruded,  that  '  he  fliall  on  no  account  depart  from  the  original 

*  obje£i  and  principles  of  this  Society,  namely>  the  obtaining  an* 
€  <•  al  Parliaments  and  univerfal  (uffrage  by  rational  and  lawful 
^  m    ns: 

'  2d.  To  fupport  the  opinion  that  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament 

*  ought  to  be  paid  by  their  con.citucnts  t 

*  7th.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  refill  any  Aft  of  Pu^ 

*  liament  repr.gnant  to  the  original  principles  of  the  conftitution,  at 

*  would  be  every  attempt  to  prohibit  Afluciationt  for  the  purpofe 

*  of  reform.' 

The  inftru^ions  by  the  Society  for  Conftitntional  Informatioii 
to  their  delegates  were  alfo  found  in  the  pofleffion  of  Skirving ;  th* 
.purport  of  which  has  been  already  ftated  in  the  former  Report  of 
the  Committee. 

There  was  likewi(e  found  in  the  pofleifion  of  Skirving,  a  letter  f 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Leeds  Conflitutional  Societr,  addrefled 
^  To  the  members  of  the  Scotch  Convention,*  and  which  is  iafertcd 
at  full  length  in  the  Appendix  |. 

From  the  papers  produced  to  the  Committee^  it  appears  that 
this  Convention  did  accordingly  aflemble  at  Edinburgh  on  the  28th 
of  Od»ber  laft,  to  the  number  of  abont  1  co  perfons  t  and  after 
fitting  four  days,  in  the  hope  of  being  joined  by  the  ddegatrs  from 
England,  they  feparated,  in  the  apprchenfijn  that  the  knglifh  de- 
legates did  not  mean  to  attend.  Two  days  afterwards  Margarot 
and  Gerald,  with  two  other  perfons,  one  of  them  a  delegate  firom 
the  London  Society  for  Confticiitional  Information,  and  the  other 
a  delegate  froq^  ShefficU,  arrived  in  Edinburgh.  Skirving  imme- 
diately caBed  together  a  new  Convention,  to  meet  upon  the  19th 
•f  November  $  and  in  an  advertifement  inferted  in  the  newfpapcr 

•  Vide  Appendix  F.  (No.  7.)  f  z8th  Navtmber  1793. 
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caUed  the  Edinburgh  Gazetteer  *,  and  by  hand-bills,  ftrongly  urgntd 
the  neceflity  of  the  delegates  throughout  Scotland  attending  to  thi» 
meeting. 

About  the  4th  or  5th  of  Novennbery  Meflrs.  Hamilton  Rowan 
and  Butler,  members  of  the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  of 
Dublin,  arrived  at  Edinburgh  from  Ireland,  though  with  no  im- 
mediate commifPon  on  this  bulinefs  ;  but  during  the  week  they  re- 
mained in  that  place,  they,  with  the  Englifh  delegates,  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Conyention,  in  which  it 
was  agreed  to  receive  thefc  two  crcntlcmen  tfs  delegates  firom  the 
Society  of  United  Irifhmen.  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  appears  to 
have  acknowledged,  by  voluntary  declaration  before  the  SherifiF  of 
£dinbt:rgh,  that  he  had  been  folicited  by  letter  from  Scotland  on 
the  fubjed  of  fending  delegates  from  the  Society  of  United  Irifh- 
men to  attend  the  Scotch  Convention ;  but  he  declined  mention- 
ing the  names  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  had  fo  correfponded 
with  him. 

This  Convention  accordingly  met  on  the  r9th  of  November,  to 
the  number  of  about  160,  and  rather  a  greater  proportion  of  country 
delegates  than  before.  Rowan  and  Butler  were  by  this  time  re- 
turned to  Ireland.  But  the  EngliHi  delegates  remained,  and 
regularly  attended  the  Convention  as  long  as  it  continued  to 
meet. 

During  the  three  firft  days  the  Convention  appears,  from  its  mi- 
nutes, to  have  chiefly  employed  itfclf  on  matters  of  form  ;  but  hav- 
ing on  the  22d  November  179^,  changed  its  title  to  that  of   *  The 

*  Britiih  Convention  of  Delegates  of  the  People,  aflbciated  to  obtain 

*  Univcrfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments^*  they,  in  almofl  every 
particular,  afTumed  the  flyle  and  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the 
National  Convention  of  France.  They  divided  themfelves  into 
Se(flion^— Committees  of  Organization,  In{lru6^ions,  Finance,  and 
Secrecy  ;  denominated  their  meetings  Sittings ;  granted  honours  of 
fittings ;  made  hontmrable  mention  in  their  minutes  of  patriotic 
donations ;  entered  their  minutes  as  made  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
Britiih  Convention;  inilitutcd  Primary  Societies;  Provincial  Af- 
fen-.hlies  and  Departments;  received  from  the  Scdtions a  variety  of 
motions  and  report^? — fome   of  which  have  the  words    '  Five  la 

*  Convention*  prefixed  to  them,  and  end  with  *  fa  ira;'  and  fome 
dated  '  Fir^  year  of  the  Briltjh  C'jnvention^  one  and  inSx^ifihle,* 

Having  at  laft,  on  the  afitn  of  November,  with  peculiar  fokmnity, 
paiTed  a  refolution,  whicli  neceffartly  attradted  the  attention  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  the  rin;i leaders,  with  all  their  papers, 
were  feized,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December,  and  car- 
ried before  the  proper  maglilratc  for  examination.  The  Refolution 
flUtidcd  to,  and  which  appears  from  the  Minutes  (extracts  from 
which  arc  dated  in  the  Appendix)  to  have  been  the  fubjeA  of  fre- 
quent and  deliberate  cunfideration,  was  deemed  by  the  ConventioB 
as  not  expedient  to  be  infcrtcd  immediately  in  its  proper  place.     The 

•  Appendix  F.  (No,  5.) 

infer 
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iafertion  of  it  appears  to  have  been  poilponed  till  the  clofe  of  the 
Convention,  and  a  blank  was  left  for  that  purpofe  in  the  Minutes. 
The  motion,  with  the  refolutions  founded  thereon,  was  difcovered 
amongd  the  papers  of  the  delegate  from  the  Society  for  Conftitu*' 
tional  Information  in  London,  and  is  of  the  following  tenor : 

*  Refolved,  That  the  following  declaration  and  refolutions  be 

*  infertrd  at  the  end  of  our  minutes ;  vi%, 

*  That   this  Convention,  confidering  the   calamitous  confe* 

*  quenccs  of  any  ad  of  the  Legillature  which  may  tend  to  de- 

*  prlve  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  people  of  their  undoubted 

*  rii^ht  to  meet,  either  by  themfelves  or  by  delegation,  to  difcuf* 

*  any  matter  relative  to  their  common  intercft,  whether  of  a  pub- 

*  He  or  private  nature,  and  holding  the  fame  to  be  totally  incon- 

*  fiftcnt  with  the  iirft  principles  and  fafety  of   fociety,  and  alfo 

*  fubverfive  of  our  known   and  acknowledged  conlUtutional  li- 

*  berties,  do  hereby  declare,  before  God  and  the  world,  that  we 

*  fliall  follow  the  wholefome  example  of  former  times,  by  paying 

*  no  regard  to  any  adl  which  fhall  militate  againil  the  conilitution 

*  of  our  country,  and  fhall  continue  to  aflemble  and  confider  of 

*  the   bell  means  by  which  we  can  accomplifh  a  real  reprefenta* 
'  tion  of  the  people,  and  annual  eledlion,  until  compelled  todefiil 

*  by  fuperior  force. 

*  And  we  do  refolve.  That  the  firft  notice  given  for  the  intro- 

*  dudlion  of  a  Convention  Bill,  or  any  bill  of  a  fimilar  tendency 
«  to  that  paffed  in  Ireland  in  the  lafl  feflion  of  their  Parliament ; 

,  *  Or  any  Bill  for  the  fufpe^non  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft, 
.    •  or  the  aft  for  preventing  wrongous  Imprifonment,  and  againft 

*  undue  delays  in  trial  in  North  Britain  ; 

*  Or  in  cafe  of  an  invafion ;  or  the  admiffion  of  any  foreign 

*  troops  whatfoever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ; 

*  All  or  any  one  of  thefe  calamitous  circumllances,  fhall  be  a 

*  fignal  to  the  feveral  delegates  to  repair  to  fuch  pl^cc  as  the 

*  Secret  Committee  of  this  Convention  (hall   appoint ;  and  the 

*  firil  fcven  members  fliall  have  power  to  declare  the  fttt'wgs  per^ 

*  manent^  Hiall  conilitute  a  Convention!  and  twenty-one  proceed 

*  to  buiinefs ; 

*  The  Convention  doth  therefore  rcfolvc,  That  each  delegate, 

*  immediately  on  his  return  home,  do  convene  his  conftituents, 

*  and  explain  to  them  the  ncceflity  of  elefting  a  delegate  or  de- 

*  legates,  and  of  eilablifhing  a  fund,  without  delay,  againft  any 

*  of  thefe  emergencies,  for  his  or  their  expence ;  and  that  they 

*  do  inllruft  the    faid  delegate  or  delegates  to  hold  themfelves 

*  ready  to  depart  at  one  hour's  warning.' 

Thefe  Refolutions  appear,  from  the  minutes,  to  ha\T  been  im- 
mediately followed  up  by  the  appointment  of  a  Secret  Com- 
mittee, whofe-  powers  and  mode  of  proceeding  are  prccifely  and 
diiiinftly  rcarked  out  in  the  minutes  of  the  Conventioa.  •  It  is  pro- 

per 
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per  farther  to  flstet  that  on  the  4th  of  December,  the  day  f^    . 
ceding  the  afreft  of  the  ringleaders,  when  they  probably  had  either 
feceiTed  information,  or  had  fufpeded  from  their  own  conduct  tliat 
neafurei  were  to  be  taken  againft  them,  the  Convention,  on  the  mo«^ 
tion  of  Margaroty  unanimoufljr  refohed, 

'  That  the  moment  of  any  illegal  difperfion  of  the  Britifii  Con««. 

*  Tention  fhall  be  confidered  as  a  fummons  to  the  delegates  to  repair 
'  to  the  place  of  meeting  appointed  for  the  Convention  of  £m^* 

*  gency  by  the  Secret  Comnuttee;    and  that  the  Secret  Com- 
<  mittee  be  inftruded,  without  delay,  to  proceed  to  fix  the  pbce'of 

*  meeting.'  ' 
.  Upon  the  evening  of  the  cth  of  December,  the  Convention  mh^ 
Botwithllanding  the  arreft  or  their  leading  members  on  the  morning 
of  that  day,  and  proceeded  inflantly  to  declare  themfelves  perma- 
nent, and  to  meet  in  fpite  of  the  magiflrates ;  but  were  prevenfcd 
from  proceeding  further  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the  ma- 
gift  rates,  to  whofe  authority  they  refufed  to  fubmit,  until  the  Provoft 
of  the  city  fcized  the  Sheffield  delegate,  their  Prefident,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  leave  the  chair.  They  again  met  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th  of  December,  in  a  houfc  in  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  and 
were  proceeding  with  the  fame  violence  as  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing, when  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  interrupted  and  difperfec'  themu 
S'nce  this  period  no  public  meeting  has  been  held;  but  they  have 
continued  to  meet  privately  and  in  different  Societiet,  and  appear  1 
ft  ill  to  carry  on  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  various  parts  of  £ng-  I 
land  and  Scotland.  An  abftradt  of  the  minutes  of  this  Conven-  7 
tion,  and  of  the  moft  material  motions  and  proceedings  held  amongft 

thefe  perfona,  and  three  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Correfpo^-  \ 

tng  Society,  are  lubjoined  in  the  Appendix  to  thi»  Report  *•  | 

SUBSEQl^NT  to  the  difperfion  of  the  Scotch  Convention,* 
the   plan  for  calling  another  Crnvention  in  England  became  the  1 

immediate  objefi  of  the  two  Societiesi  in  London.     An  account  of 
their  proceedings  for  this  purppfe  has  already  been  laid  before  the  | 

Houfe  in  the  former  Report}  but  in  order  to  give  a  more  conne^ej  ' 

view  of  the  whole  fubje£>,  your  Copimittee  have  infcrted,  in  order  | 

of  time,  in  the  Appendix,  the  fame  proceedings  to  which  they  , 
have  already  referred.  Yotir  Committee  having  obferved,  that  the 
variation  between  the  entrj  on  the  books  of  the  Society  for  Confti* 
tutional  Information,  of  the  nth  of  April  1794,  ^"^  ^^^  entry  ofi 
the  Report  received  the  fame  day,  from  the  joint  Committee  of  the 
two  Societies,  is  likely  to  be  relied  on,  as  tending  to  Ihow  that  the 
Society  for  Conflitutional  Information  did  not  concur  with  their 
Committee  in  the  defign  of  affembling  a  pretended  General  Coon 
•^ntion  of  the  people,  have  inferted  at  full  length  in  tht  Appendix  f 
all  that  appears  in  the  books  of  the  Conftitutioqal  Society  on  that% 
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fttbje^.  Thef  have  aUb  thought  k  right  to  tnfert  the  account  giv^a- 
of  this  tranladtoay  in  the  eaamination  of  Mr.  Thompfooy  a  member 
•f  thif  Houfcy  to  which  diey  refer  *• 

In  purfuanceof  the  plan  which  they  have  adopted,  theComraictee 
liave  next  inCerted  fuch  correfpondence  and  proceedings  of  th« 
Societies  in  the  country,  as  have  pafled  fince  the  difperfion  of  thtf 
Convention  at  Edinburgh  with  relation  to  the  meafures  to  be  taken 
in  confiequence  of  that  event,  and  to  their  concurrence  in  the 
defign,  formed  in  London,  for  afiembfing  another  Conveatioa  in 
£n«and. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  Delegates,  held  at  Norwich  f,  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  refolver^t  Thst  one  or  more  delegates  (hall  be  fent  to  the 
next  General  Convention,  as  foon  as  called  for  by  their  London  cor* 
refpondents:!:. 

In  a  letter  4  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety II,  from  the  Norwich  Societies,  they  dcfire  to  know  whether 
the  Friends  of  the  People  confent  to  a  Convention,  and  whether 
they  will  take  an  adlive  oart.— >^  Many  of  our  friends  are  fully  con* 
'  vioced  of  the  ncctffity^  legalUjf  and  ralionaStj  of  a  Convention  ;  buS 

*  quere  whether  the  time  be  expedient  F 

Some  perfons,  who  defcribe  themfelves  as  Friends  to  a  radical  Re- 
form, write  from  Newcaille  upon  Tync  **,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Correfponding  Society  f  f ,  that  they  dare  affert  the  natural  and  un^ 
alienable  rights  of  man,  and  have  formed  themfelves  into  Societies* 
which  meet  weekly,  admitting  none  but  known  friends^  and  have  ai^ 
fumed  no  name  but  that  of  Newfpaper  Companies.  They  were  m 
great  Jplrits  while  the  Brit'tfb  Convention  continued  to  aS ;  but  after 
their  fupprellion,  a  damp  was  caft  on  the  whole-— Subfcriptions  were 
'ready  to  be  Cent  off  the  very  night  they  were  fuppreffed.-*— They 
wi(h  to  copy  the  example  of  the  London  Corfefponding  Society, 
and  to  know  their  views  and  intentions  as  foon  as  convenient ;  anj 
defiring  to  be  favoured  with  the  correfpondence  of  that  Society^ 
they  conclude,  by  expreffing  a  hope   *  that  the  hydra  of  tyranny 

*  and  impoiition  may  foon  fall  under  the  guillotine  of  truth  and 
'  reafon.'  The  Correfponding  Society  return  an  anfwer,  in  which 
they  exhort  the  Society  at  Newcaftle  to  be  affured  that  the  glorioua 
reign  of  Liberty  and  EquaBiy  will,  ere  long,  be  eftabliihed«  and 
modem  governments^  with  every  appendage  of  wickednefs  and  torrw^ 
tiottf  wiU  flee  from  their  genial  influence.  They  complain  of  the 
rapid  advances  of  defpotifm  in  Great  Britain,  and  exprefs  their  rea<* 
dinefs  cordially  to  unite  with  every  Society  in  the  three  kingdoms, 
who  have  for  their  objeft  a  full  and  effectual  reprefentatioA  of' the 
People ;  they  therefore  have  deputed  fix  of  their  members  to  meet 
fix  members  of  the  Society  for  Conditutional  Information,  to  form 
fi  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Co-operation.     *  This  Com* 

*  mittec  meets  regularly  twice  a  week,  and  any  member  delegated 
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•  by  your  Society  will  meet  with  tvery  information  required.     Wc 
'  inclofe  you  a  few  of  our  refoluttons,  entered  into  at  our  General 

•  Meeting  on  the  14th  of  April,  which  will  be  fnfficiently  explana- 

•  tory  of  our  fentiments  and  views.     We  heartily  concur  with  you 
^  in  wilhin^  that  the  hydra  of  tyranny  and  im{K)iition  may  foon  fall 

•  under  the  guillotine  of  truth  and  rcafon.' 

A  letter  •  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corref ponding  Society 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  Sheffield  f, 
gives  an  account  of  &  meeting  at  Halifax.  The  Friends  of  Peace 
and  Reform  at  Halifax  held  a  general  public  meetinr  in  the  open 
air,  on  April  21ft,  i  -94,  at  which  were  many  Friends  from  Leeds, 
Wakefield,  HuddersBeld,  Bradford,  and  the  adjacent  neighbour- 
hood. The  Friends  of  Freedom,  after  the  meeting,  agreed  ti>  hold 
a  General  Meeting  of  Delegates,  in  order  to  confider  of  the  mtafures 
to  he  adopted  by  them  preparatory  to  a  General  Convention.  The  people 
of  Halifax  were  advifed  by  the  Society  at  Sheffield,  to  defer  tke 
meeting  of  delegates  until  further  information  f^om  the  London  Corre* 
fponding  Society  on  that  nibje^ ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  application 
was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corrcfpondmg  Society,  rc- 
quefting  as'early  intelHi;;ence  a«  pofllble  on  that  important  bufmefs. 

The  Society  at  Bnilol  applaud  the  refblution  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  hr forming  another  General  Convention  X$  and 
ilate  %  that  their  increafing  numbers  give  them  every  reafonable  hope 
of  foon  being  able  more  effectually  to  co-operate  with  that  Society; 
they  delire  a  fketch  of  the  plan  refpedling  the  General  Convention. 
In  the  anfwer  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  it  is  ftated, 
that  a  printed  circular  letter  from  thent  has  been  determined  upon, 
of  which  the  Society  at  Briftol  may  expedl  a  copy  in  a  few  days. 
This  refers  to  the  circular  letter  for  calling  a  Convention^  inferted  by 
your  Committee  in  their  former  Report. 

Your  Committee  have  thought  it  right  in  this  place  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at 
Sheffield  on  the  7th  of  April  1794,  which  form  a  very  material  part 
of  thefe  tranfadkions ;  although  it  docs  not  appear  that  at  that  meet- 
ing any  refolution  was  pafTea  expreffing  an  intention  to  fend  dele- 
gates to  the  intended  Convention. 

Thefe  proceedings  confift  of  an  addrefs  to  the  King  5  an  addrefs 
to  the  nation;  certain  refolutions;  and  fpecches  (printed  together 
with  them,  and)  delivered  on  the  fame  d:iy  by  aperfon  calling  him- 
fclf  Hdnry  Yorkc.     The  title  is  as  follow^  : 

«  Proceedings  of  the  Public  Meeting  held  at  Sheffield,  in  the 

•  open  air,  on  the  7th  of  April  X794,  and  alfo  art  Addrefs  to 

•  the  Britifh  Nation,  being  An  Expofjtion  of  the  Motives 

•  which  have  determined  the  people  of  Slieffield  to  petition  tie 

•  Hoiuft  of  CommMU  no  more  on  the  Subje^  of  Parliamenta^ 
«  Reform.' 
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In  the  courfc  of  thefe  proceedings,  it  was  moved,  *  That  zfcts* 

*  tton  be  prcfcnted  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  Reform  in  the 

*  Reprefentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament :  But  fo  marked  \vat 
the  diiapprobation  giveMby  the  whole  meeting  to  this  rneafure,  that 
not  one  fingle  penon  feconded  the  motion,  but  a  mol^  pi  ufound 
£lence,  interrupted  only  by  a  few  murmurs,  was  obferved. 

An  account  is  afterwards  given  of  one  of  Yorke's  fpceches,  in 
which,  after  fpeaking  of  general  hiilory,  theic  is  the  following 
pafiage : 

*  It  muft  be  granted  that  this  experience  is  important,  bccaufe  it 

*  teaches  the  fuffering  nations  of  the  prefent  day,  in  what  manner 

*  to  prepare  their  combuftilU  ingredients^  and  humautfts  in  what  man* 

*  ncr  enkindle  them,  fo  as  to  produce  with  efFt  61  that  grand  political 

*  explofion^  which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  buries  (Jcrpotifm,  already 
'  convulfive  and  agonizing,  in  ruins,  may  raife  up  the  people  to  the 

*  dignity  and  fiiblime  grandeur  of  freedom. 

*  When  fuch  a  revolution  of  fentiment  fliall  have  difpcrfcd  .the 

*  mills  of  prejudice;  when,  by  the  inccflant  thunderings  from  the 

*  prefs,  the  meanell  cottager  of  our  country  (ball  be  enhghtencd, 

*  and  the  fun  of  reafon  (hall  (hine  in  its  fulled  meridian  over  us, 

*  then  the  commanding  voice  of  the  whole  people  Jball  recommend  thefiot 

*  hundred  and  Jijiy-eight  GentUmen  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  to  go  about 

*  thdr  bufinefsJ 

r     The  refolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  were  t 

*  id.  That  the  people  being  the  tnie  and  only  fourcc  of  govern- 

*  ment,  the  freedom  of  fpeaking  and  writing  upon  any  fubjeS,  can* 
f  not  be  denied  to  the  members  of  a  free  government,  without 

*  ofFeringthe  groflcft  infult  to  the  majefty  of  the  people.  ' 

*  2d.  That  therefore  the  condemnation  of  citizens  Muir,  Palmer, 

*  Skirving,  Margarot,  and  Gerald,  tu  tranfportation,  for  expofing 

*  the  corruptions  of  the  Britifh  government,  was  an  ad  better  fuilcd 

*  to  the  maxims  of  a  defpotic  than  a  free  government.  '   . 

*  3d.  That  the  addrefs  which  l^as  now  been  read,  be  prefente€  to 

*  the  King,  in  behalf  of  the  above  perfecuted  patriots. 

*  i|th.  That  in  every  country  where  the  people  have  no  (hare  ia 

*  their  government,  taxation  *s  tymnnj, 

*  5th.  That  therefore  a  government  is  tyrannical  or  free,  in  pro- 

*  portion  as  the  people  arc  equally  or  unequally  rcprefcnted. . 

*  6th.  Convinced  of  this  truth,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 

*  that  the  people  ought  to  demand  as  a  right,  and  not  petition  as  a 

*  favour,  tor  univerial  reprefentation. 

*  7th.  That  therefore  we  will  petition  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

*  no  more  on  this  fubje£l.' 

And  laftly  (after  agreeing  to  a  petition  to  the  King  refpedling 
negro   flavery,   and  paffing  fcveral   refolutions  on   that   fubjed), 

*  That  the  Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Conftitutional  Society  be 

*  defired  to  fee  that  the  above  refolutions  be  carried  into  effed ;  and 
Vol.  IV.  m-^n  «  that 
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'  that  thcj  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the^  Bntifli  nation*  explan^tonr  of 

*  the  mottirea  which  have  induced  this  Meeting  to  adopt  the  refolu- 

*  tton  of  no  more  petttiooing  the  Houfe  of  Commoot  on  the  fidk* 

*  jed  of  refbnn.* 

^e  foDowing  palbgca  arc  extraded  from  thii  Addreft  t 

•  Friendi  and  Coontrjmen» 

*  We  have  thU  day  decided,  inth  the  exception  of  only  one  diC 
fern  tent  voice,  that  the  bioiife  of  Commons  fhaU  never  again  b« 
petttioned  by  us  on  the  fiihjcA  of  Parliament ary  Reform/ 

The  Addrefs  then  rdchei  the  words  of  the  petition  of  the  Sth  of 
April  I7p3f  L*  ^^^^  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not  in  the  j»j(l 
fenfe  ot  the  words  what  your  petitioners  are  from  form  oWigvd  to 
term  it,  vrs.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflem* 
bled;']  and  then  proceeds,  indifferent  paffam,  as  follows: 

*  Our  Petition  was  received  with  the  utmolt  indignation  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commoosy  which  was  no  more  than  we  expected — 

*  And  altho!igh  our  Petition  was  difdainfiiUy  rejeaed.  becau% 
not  couched  in  language  fufiiciently  polite  and  reipedful  ibr  the 

^w  hundred  andffij^ight  Gentlemen  who  (it  at  the  Houfe  of  Con* 
mons;  yet,  believe  us,  fellow  citizens,  we  are  (till  of  opiniont 
that  the  matter  it  contained  was  not  only  juft  and  proper,  but,  wc 
think,  that  even  the  language  which  gave  (b  nuich  offence  to  the 
honourable  Gentlemen  was  mneh  too  polite  ond  too  modoraie  for  «x« 
For  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  the  real  reprefeotativi  s  of  the 
people,  we  certainly  had  a  right  to  dtSate,  ana  not  to  ferition,  be- 
caule  they  could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  organs 
of  the  public  will;  and  if  they  refufed  to  obey  that  will,  thej 
woold  be  ufurpers  and  not  reprefentatives.— 

*  However  the  Petition,  fudi  as  it  was,  being  termed  difrefpeft- 
ful,  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  79,  there  being  20  only 
who  voted  for  its  being  received,  and  108  who  voted  agmmft  it« 

*  Such  imperious  treatment  rather  gives  warning  tbu  ftrikea 
terror. 

*  Vic  faid  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  <  We  are  wronged  and  ag- 
grieved: IViil  you  right  utf  andredreft  our  grievaneet^  or  mil  yon 
not?  If  yon  wU/f  nve JhaUhe  fat'uM ;  if  you  will  noi^  weJhaUfieh 
redrefifomi  other  way*  Thii  is  tbefole  ane/Hon  with  us ;  andwefot 
it^  09  we  thought^  in  a  mofi  beeondng  gyu  to  the  Houfe  of  Commmu. 
But  our  petition  being  fcouted^  wefhall  trouble  them  no  more  with  our 
coarfe  and  unmannerly  language.*^  *  It  will  be  our  duty  to  proceedt 
as  we  have  uniforimy  done  hithertb,  in  enlightening  the  publiq 
mind ;  and  when  a  comtUte  revolution  offenhmentJhaU  tale  place  (at 
w^Aortly  be  the  cafe)  in  our  country,  we  fhall  open  our  mouths 
in  that  ky  we  tbint  mofi  agreeable  to  onrfehesJ  *  And  our  veictx 
together  with  that  of  our  4&rfranckifed  countrymen^  will  refernhk^  pet- 
hapif  the  thmulerings  from  Mount  Sinai  P 

*  Thofi  who  have  a  right  to  Jpeah  in  a  dieatorial  tcntp  tBJgrate  theah. 
•  feivei  ly  petitioning, '^^ 

«  Thefc 
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*  Thcfc  efTtrtitlal  principles  are  both  esJy  and  comprehenfive.  Oo 

*  thefe  we  build  our  right  to  reprefeatatiod,  and  renomci  the  ides  of 
*■  future  fefikQfU.     By  thefe  maxims,  we  find  that  every  Engltfh.oaa 

*  IS  free ;  and  that  in  the  ele3ion  ofafufreme  mag'jlrau^  or  in  the  de- 

*  legation  of  legiflatire  powers,  he  concedes  his  adioos  to  accrtaia 
'  fupertntendenccy  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  prcTenting  liberty 
^  from  vaulting  over  its  limitt,  and  introducing  a  fyftem  of  univerfkl 

*  violence,  injury,  or  licentioufnefs.     And  although  either  of  th^e 
' '  tioo  delegated pofvsn  be  fufficieut  to  keep  any  {ndivid^al  to  his  duty^ 

'  or  to  controul  everr  affociation  in  the  community,  vet  they  are 

*  tf/wjyx  inferior  to  toe  force  which  the  whole  fociety  might  exertf  and 
'  are  amenable  to  that  fociety,  either  in  an  ajftmbly  of  the  natioH,  or 

*  in  a  dentation  formed  for  the  purpo/e,'-^^ 

'  j43j  of  Parliament^  unleft  £an6iioned  by  the  approving  voice  df 

*  the  whole  community,  or  their  reprefentatives,  are  nothing  left  thmi 

*  arbitrary  edifts  under  different  names f  and  bear  a  ftrong  rcfemblance 
./  to  the  refcripts  of  the  Emperors,  or  the  decretals  of  the  Vatican. 

*  What  is  the  oonftittttion  to  us,  if  we  are  nothing  Xoitf  An^ 
<  what  is  any  government  but  tyranny,  it  which  the  people  have  no 

*  (hare  ?  The  conftitution  of  Britain,  indeed,  is  highly  extolled*  as 

*  the  greateil  effort  of  human  wifdom  (  fo  is  the  conftitution  of 

*  Turkey  at  Con  flan  tinople :  But  thefe  are  prejudices;  and  the 

*  Ion?  tyranny  of  prejudice  is  verging  to  afpeedy  termutatioh* 

*  Yes,  countrymen,  we  demand  equality  of  riffhts,  {n  which  is 

*  included  ec^uahty  of  reprefentation  $  without  which  terror  i^  law, 

*  aad  the  obhgations  of  judice  ar^  weakened,  becaufc  unfandiooeii 

*  by  the  facred  voice  of  the  people.     We  are  not  fpeaking  of  that 

*  vifionary  eauality  of  property,  the  pra^ical  aflertion  of  which 

*  would  defotate  the  world,  and  re-plunge  it  into  the  darked  zxul 

*  wildcft  barbarifm ;  but  that  equab'ty  we  claim  is  to  make  the  Have 

*  a  man,  the  man  a  citizen,  and  the  citizen  an  integral  part  of  the 

*  fiate  I  to  mate  him  ajoiatfovereigi^,  ^  not  afulye^J 

The  feafotts  which  induced  the  meeting  at  Sheffield  to  omit  aoy 
l^efoluttons  upon  the  fubje6^  of  the  intended  Convention,  have  beea 
dilUnftly  ftated,  by  two  perfons  who  had  been  Secretaries  to  the 
Conditutional  Society  in  tnat  town. 

From  their  e^camination  it  appears,  that  a  dumber  of  printed  cir^ 
fcular  Utters  had  been  received  at  Sheffield  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
London  Correfpondinj?  Society,  relative  to  a  Conventioil,and  that  thd 
Sheffield  Society  objeSed  to  the  calling  it  at  this.time,  but  had  no  ob* 
Jedion  to  the  meafure  itfelf  ^  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  Britidi 
Convention  at  Edinburgh  ought  to  have  fecured  the  confidence  of. 
the  people  by  a  public  addrels  to  the  nation^  before  they  bad  venr 
tured  to  fit  as  a  permanent  body )  and  that  the  addreis  from  Shef« 
field  to  the  nation,  containing  a  re<iommendation  that  no  mor^ 
jietitions  (hould  be  prefented  to  Parliamcat^  was  intended  to  prepare 
the  people  ioi  a  Convention. 

While  thefe  proctedings  were  taking  place  in  different  jparU  of 
England,  with  a  view  to  a  general  Convention,  it  appears  from  the 

m  %  inform* 


{ 


84     SECOND  REPORT  OF  COMMONS*  SECRET  COMMITTEB. 

information  contained  in  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  St^tr-^ 
which  have  been  already  referred  to,  that  meafures  of  a-fimOar  tend-> 
ency  were  carrying  on  with  great  adlivity,  and  to  a  great  extent,  in 
Scotland.  The  appointment  of  delegates  to  attend  a  Convention  tc» 
be  alTembled  at  fomc  place  in  England  at  an  early  period,  feems  to 
have  been  very  generally  recommended  by  the  Committee  at  £dia-> 
burj];h. 

The  naming  the  place  was  for  the  prefent  omitted,  but  it  'was 
promifed  to  1^  (hortly  announced  through  the  Secret  Committee, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  appears  from  the  circular  letter  of  the  Lon- 
don Correfponciinjr  S^  cicty  (infnrted  in  the  former  Report)  to  have 
been  intended  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  invitation  to  ap- 
point delegates  appears  to  have  been  circUated  by  the  fame  emif&« 
rlcs  who  were  employed  by  the  Committee  at  Edinburgh  for  the 
purpnfe  of  promoting  the  plan  of  arming  thofc  with  whom  they 
were  in  correfpondencc. 

FROM  a  review  of  thcfc  proceedings,  it  indifputably  appears  that 
the  immediate  and  oftenfible  objeflprofefled  to  be  aimed  at  by  the  mea- 
fures which  have  been  related  (if  llated  within  the  narrowefl  limits^ 
was  thit  of  effcifting  no  lefs  fi|ndamental  a  change  in  the  frame  of 
the  Houfc  of  Commons,  than  the  inirodudtion  of  univerfal  fuffragc 
in  the  eledien  of  it,  and  rendering  the  period  of  the  elc£lion  annual  r 
That  through  the  whole  courfe  of  tlic  con  efpondcnce  which  has 
been  carriLa  on,  and  the  concert  which  has  been  formed  by  differ- 
ent Societies  for  this  purpofe,  no  idea  has  for  a  long  time  been 
pointed  at,  of  obtaining  this  change  by  any  appllration  to  Parlta^ 
ment ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  any  fnch  idea  has  been  fpecifically  and 
pointedly  difdaimed,  recently  by  the  formal,  and,  in  lome  inftaiices, 
public  refolutions  of  the  Societies  in  London  ,  and  many  of  thofe  in 
the  country,  and  repeatedly,  and  from  an  early  period,  in  the  pri- 
vate correfpondence,  cither  of  the  Societies  or  of  their  leading  mem- 
bers. It  has  been  exprefsly  laid  down,  thdt  more  effe^ual  means 
than  petitions  mud  be  tried.  The  cxprefs  objed  dated  in  the  refo- 
lutions for  calling  the  propofed  General  Convention  of  the  people, 
or  general  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  (under  whichever  of 
thofe  names  it  is  to  be  defcribed),  was  to  confider  of  the  means  of 
obtaining  a  full  and  equal  reprefentatton,  not  of  the  thing  to  be  ob- 
tained, but  of  the  meam  of  obtaining  it,  and  this  fubfequent  to  the 
declarations  lafl  mentioned,  that  more  efie£lual  means  than  petitions 
muft  be  tried.  Thefe  more  elFe^lual  means  coiild,  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  thing,  confift  of  but  one  of  two  pofiible  alternatives,  either  in- 
troducing this  change  in  the  frame  of  one  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
by  fome  otl^er  authority  than  that  of  the  legiflature  itfclf ;  or  bring- 
ing that  legiflature,  either  by  force  or  intimidation,  againft  its  will, 
to  lend  its  authority  to  that  purpofe. 

Accordingly  the  mildcft  terms  in  which,  for  a  long  time,  the 
parties  to  this  meafure  have  dcfcnbed  the  mode  by  which  they  ex- 
peded  to  attain  their  eudsy  ha^e  pointed  at  fo  extending  and  diffuf- 

in{ 
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ing  thcfc  Societies,  and  edablHhing  fuch  an  union  and  concert  among 
them,  as  might  fpread  their  principles  and  opinions  through  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  produce  a  declaration  of  the  colkdiive 
lenfe  of  the  people,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  overcome  all  refiftance. 

But  on  many  other  occaftons,  and  more  openly  of  late,  the  lan- 
guage adopted  has  pointed  more  dilHndly  at  the  ufe  of  open  force  ; 
at  the  fpeciiic  objeft  of  adlaally  afTembling  a  pretended  National  Con- 
tention; at  the  neceflity  of  prc\izr\n^' courageoujly  for  the  STRUG- 
OLE,'  which  they"  muft  expeft,  before  thofe  who  were  advcrfe  to 
their  meaiures  would  yield  to  them  ;  and  at  obtaining  the  rcdrefs 
which  they  profcfs  to  feek,  not  from  Parliament,  or  frqmthe  Exe- 
cutive Government,  but  FROM  THEMSELVES,  and  from 
THEIR  OWN  STRENGTH  AND  VALOUR,  from  their 
own  laws,  and  not  from  the  laTS  of  thofe  whom  they  term  their 
plunderers,  enemicp,  and  op-irefTors :  And  when  the  language  to 
this  effeft  repeatedly  and  deliberately  ufed  on  fo  many  occafions, 
and  in  fo  many  quarters,  is  c»mbi:icd  with  the  means  lately  em- 
ployed for  providing  an  armed  force,  and  with  the  other  proje6is  of 
violence  and  open  attack  on  different  branches  of  the  exifting  autho- 
rity, which  have  appeared  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  fome  of 
the  parties  in  thefe  meafures,  it  is  impofTible  not  to  conclude,  that  it 
was  by  fuch  means,  by  .their  own  (Irengih  and  numbers,  by  open 
force,  defying  and  either  overawiiif^  or  fuperfeding  the  authority  of 
the  legiflature,  that  (in  the  extravacrance  of  their  imagination)  they 
had  formed  the  hope  of  accomplilhing  their  daring  and  defperate 
defigns. 

But,  extravagant  and  enormous  as  this  proje6^  is,  even  on' this 
ftatement,  it  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be  by  no  means  con- 
iined  even  within  thefe  limits.  The  littempt  to  obtain  a  change  in 
one  branoh  of  the  legiflature  by  force  or  terror,  againft  the  will  of 
the  whole,  docs  indeed  of  itfelf  include,  if  uiccefsful,  at  leaft  a  tem- 
porary fufpcnfion  of  all  the  exifting  powers  6(  Government,  and 
could  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  (lop  fhovt  of  an  entire  deftruftion  of  the 
conHitution.  But  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  fyftem  which  has 
been  a6led  upon,  it  is  apparent  that  this  w^  s  not  T.ercly  the  poffible 
or  probable  confequence  of  fuch  an  attempt,  b"t  that  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  founded,  and  the  mode  by  which  it  was  attempted 
to  be  executed,  obvioufly  and  neceflarily  tciuleJ  to  fuch  a  relult. 
The  principles  on  which  the  fuppofed  right  of  univerfal  luifrage  wai 
founded,  were  not  fuch  as  led  merely  to  the  fingle  ad  of  altc  ing  to 
that  extent,  the  frame  of  the  Houfe  »:f  Commons,  and  a''*tjrward« 
leaving  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  thus  modelled,  in  po^.iVion,  to- 
gether with  the  Crown  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  of  th.  ir  former 
Icgiflative  authority,  or  the  Ciown  in  poflcfTioi:  «.f  its  former  cxc-, 
cutive  power ;  but,  while  they  led  to  an  alteration  in  tlic  f-ame  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they  equr».ly  led,  if  carried  to  their  natural 
extent,  to  the  extindtion  and  deftrucliou  of  ihe  other  two  branches 
of  the  legiflature. 

A  propoGtion  fo  extravagant  mav  at  firft  be  difficul*  to  be  cre- 
dited;  but  it  appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  duiudlv  proved, 
from  an  examination  of  the  nature  of  the  principles  thcmfc'v  s; 

frjm 
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from  a  confideration  of  the  fvftcm  as  aAoaOf  carried  mto  tBcA  in 
FrancCi  and  propofed  as  a  modd  by  thofe  who  were  the  tlaefwSton 
in  thefe  proceedings  in  this  country  ;  and,  by  repeated  dedaratioas 
•or  ads,  which  cither  diredly  or  by  ncccffary  inference  point  at  die 
dednidion  of  hereditary  monarchy^  hereditary  nobility,  and  evcrf 
dllUn^ioa  of  orders  and  ranks  in  fociety. 


YOUR  COMMITTEE  havye  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  in  tlieir 
former  Report,  that  fubfequent  to  the  Heps  taken  for  the  apprehea- 
fion  of  the  perfons  fufpe^ed  of  being  concerned  tn  the  defigii  which 
has  been  the  fubjefl  of  this  Report,  ftrong  indications  had  appeared 
oF  a  difpoiition  to  concert  the  means  of  refilling  fuch  meaiures  as 
might  be  adopted  for  preventing  the  acoomplifhment  of  the  dcfiga 
itfeiF,  or  for  bringing  the  authors  or  abettors  of  it  to  pani(hmeat« 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  immediately  after  the  appre- 
henfion  of  feveral  of  the  lead-fng  members  of  the  London  Cone- 
fponding  Society,  a  Committee  was  appointed,  under  the  title  of 
a  Committee  of  Emergency,  for  the  exprefspurpofe  of  oounterad- 
ing  the  fteps  which  had  been  taken  by  the  Executive  Govemment 
to  check  the  further  progrefs  of  the  fyftem  which  ha&been  detailed  m 
this  Report.  It  alfo  appears  that  it  has  been  made  nutter  of  delibe« 
ration,  in  the  divilioos  of  the  Londoa  Correfponding  Sodety,  whether 
in  the  prefent  exigency  they  (hould  proceed  to  addrefs  the  King,  to 
petition  Paiiiament,  or  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  nation  at  large  s 
The  latter  propofition  was  adopted;  and,  in  confequence  of  chat 
decifion,  a  paper  has  been  printed  and  pi|bli(hed  under  the  name  of 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  which  your  Committee 
has  every  reafon  to  believe  to  be  authentic  t  This  paper  contains  the 
following  paffages ;  vi^.  *  That  we  intended  to  call  a  Convention 

*  is  a  truth,  which  needed  neither  general  warrants,  armed  mef* 

*  fengers,  or  fecret  committees  to  difcover,  (ince  it  was  accompa^ 
^  nied  by  a  refolution,  to  make  that  intention  known,  by  200,oos 

*  printed  copies  of  that  day's  proceedings.  But  the  purport  ai« 
^  cribed  to  that  Convention,  viz.  the  affuming  itg\flative  ptmter^  is 

*  a  groundlefs  falfehood :  The  fole  intent  was  to  devife  means  of 
^  attaining  a  complete  reprefentative  body,  on  the  principles  o^ 
'  untverfaifufFrage,  equal  perfonal  reprefentation,  and  annual  deo 

*  tion  s  and  whenever^  or  bonvever^  fuch  a  body  can  be  obtained,  it 
^  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  all  the  placemen  and  penfioners  in  St* 

*  Stephen  f  Chapel  to  SJpute  iis  kgtflatpoe  authority.     We  are  aware 

*  that  in  thefe  times  of  conftltutumal  higt^ry^  the  laft  fentence  may 

*  found  unpleafantly  to  many,  who  do  not  deferve  to  be  conitdered 

*  as  enemies  to  liberty :    We  therefore  wifti  it  to  be  clearly  under* 

*  ftood,  that  we  Ipeak  of  a  reprefentative  body  of  the  whole  nation^  and 

*  not  of  any  partit  ularfart  or  defcription  of  men  ;  and  as  the  divine  right 
^  of  kmgs  is  not  at  this  time  directly  affierted  (atleaft  in  this  country) 
'  by  any,  but  the  mod  extremely  ignorant,  we  think  it  ought  to 

<  follow,  as  a  natural  confequence,  that  the  f^ie  are  the  onfy  lepti'i 

*  matefource  of  authority:  And  it  appears  to  ur  that  the  vain  attempt 

<  to  draw  a  medium  between  thefe  opinions  has  produced  cndleli 

i  *  abfor* 
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abfurduies  and  coatradi&tonsi  to  the  di%racc  of  our  records  and 
law  books.  Among  tbefe  the  moft  confpicumis  is  called,  TAf 
jihdicallon  of  James  the  Second^  which  phrafe  (coined  for  the  pur* 
pofe)  may  be  either  underflood  to  mean  bis  txpuljion  hy  pofidat 
authority t  ^^  ^  volunkuy  rcfignation  ;  if  the  former,  itfanSions  the 
dofirine  which  mte  have  advanced ;  if  th^  htter,  we  fcruple  not  ta 
can  it  a  natitmal  lie.  To  the  honour  of  Scotland,  their  Parlia«» 
mcnt  cxplicity  declared  him  banifhed  by  authority  of  the  people^ 
But,  citizens,  let  us  explain  the  truth  :  The  expulfiun  of  James  the 
Second*  and  the  eftahlifhment  of  William  the  Third,  though 
doubtlefs  agreeable  to  the  general  wifhes  of  the  people,  was  not 
in  point  of  form  an  aS  of  the  people*  It  was  the  a^  of  a  number  of 
perfons  callinflr  themfK^lves  a  Convention,  but  not  regularly  autho- 
rifed  hy  popular  delegation^  and  confcquently  fallmg  under  the  4c* 
fcrlption  of  a  faSlon  ;  and  this  not  merely  in  theory  but  in  fa£b,  for 
their  unwillingneis  to  acknowledge  the  rightful  power  ofthepeopU 
was  the  reafon  of  their  adopting  the  inexplicable  phraiie  above 
mentioned. 

'  The  providing  arms  is  another  charge,  on  which  we  wi(h  to 
fpeak  with  caution ;  lell  in  a&rtin?,  which  we  do,  that  it  is  totally 
falfe^  we  fhould  be  underfVoo^  to  admit  that  if  it  had  been  tnie^  it 
would  have  proved  criminality. 

<  We  freely  acknowledge,  that  fome  of  our  members  have  applied 
themf elves  to  the  knowledge  of  arms  ;  and,  far  from  defiring  to  make 
a  fecret  of  this  circumftance,  we  wi(h  their  example  was  followed 
h  the  whole  nation.  We  then  need  not  fear  invaiion,  either  from 
rreachmen,  Heifians,  or  Hanoverians:  Nor  (hould  we  eafrly  be 
alarmed  by  the  mock  difcovery  of  plots,  which  never  exifled. 

*  We  are  perfe^y  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  our  opinions  re- 
'  fffing  the  rights  of  the  people  to  have  arms,  and  to  ngulate  their  con* 
^utlenu 

*  It  may  be  expeAed  that  we  fhould  not  conclude  without  ex* 
horting  the  aflbciated  friends  of  freedom  to  an  afflve  perfeverance 
in  the  AjeS  of  their  affbdatlonsy  but,  judging  from  the  condudi  of  our 
own  members,  we  are  happy  in  declaring  that  we  think  no  fuch 
exhortation  neceflary.' 

From  thefe  paflages  it  appears,  that  fince  the  appreheiifion  of 
their  leadtn|^  members,  and  the  meafures  which  have  been  lately 
taken  in  Parliament  on  the  fubje&  of  their  defigns,  the  Londoa 
Correfponding  Society  have  openly  avowed  their  intention  to  call  a 
Convention,  tor  the  pmrpofe  of  deviling  means  to  attain  a  complete 
reprefentative  body,  on  the  principles  of  annual  elediion  and  of  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  Parliament,  and 
(as  far  as  can  be  colle£led  from  their  own  interpretation  of  the  pbrafes 
which  they  have  ufed  to  defcribe  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  with  the 
further  intention  of  arrogating  to  the  body  coniUtuted  according  to 
the  manner  to  be  preicribed  by  fuch  a  Convention,  the  whole  legif* 
laiive  authority  of  the  nation. 

It  appears  alfo  that  the  London  Correfponding  Society  admit  that 
fome  of  their  members  have  applied  themfelves  to  the  knowledge  of 
armsj  and  altl^ough  tliey  deny  having  provided  arms,  they  defire 

not 
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not  to  be  undcrftood  as  admitting  that  if  it  had  been  true  it  wcxiX^ 
have  proved  criminah'ty  ;  and  they  afTcrt  the  propriety  of  their  opa- 
fiion  rcfpeflhcT  the  rights  of  the  people  to  have  arras,  and  to  ref- 
late their  conilltiition. 

And  this  opfi  avowal  of  the  dcfign  of  calling  a  Convention,  and 
of  the  faft  of  having  applied  themfclves  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  is  accom- 
panied  with  a  declaration  of  their  determined  purpofc  to  perf*!vcrc, 
with  a£livity,  in  the  uhj-fls  of  their  aflbclation  ;  oljc^^s  which  have 
been  already  fufficiently  explained  to  the  Hrjfe  by  rciVrence  to  the 
a£^s  of  the  Society,  and  to  the  profcfTcd  principles  cf  its  leading 
members. 

If  the  circumftances  which  have  been  ftate'  iiitMs  Report  appe.ir 
to  the  Houfe  in  the  fame  view  in  which,  on  the  moft  attentive  c^n- 
lici  —'I  n,  they  hat'e  appeared  to  yo»ir  Conmi^tee,  it  is  fcarcJ/ 
n^.'  r  y  -  -  '^nte  any  C'jVi.'.tcral  matter  in  on'erto  fatisfy  t!.c  Hov-^e 
how  niu',  i  .  ^  •ncc,  faTety,  and  happinels  of  the  co'intr)'  n:...L 
have  been  iifc  \  ^  -  the  further  progrefs  of  the  meafures  wLick 
have  been  fiat:  d. 

*  But  if  TTTj  t^^jng  were  wanting  to  aU  to  th!s  imprcflioa ;  it 
would  arifc  fr-  n  the  reco'ledtion,  that  tlie  incitement  to  internal 
commotions  in  other  countries  is  the  mofl  diftingulfhlng  feature, 
both  of  the  ccc:..  cd  principles  and  of  the  uniform  praAice  of  France 
under  their  prelent  fydem,  and  that  in  the  public  ad\s  of  tboie  cx- 
crcifing;  the  powers  of  gtjvernment  in  that  countrj'^,  an  intention  of 
invading  thefc  kingdoms,  foutfded  on  the  iJca  of  receiving  fupport 
and  afTillance  within  the  country,  has  been  openly  avowed.  Fhe 
cafe  does  not,  however,  reft  here. — It  has  come  under  the  cbfcnr- 
ation  of  your  Committee,  that  recent  meaf  tcs  have  been  a^ua&y 
tftken  by  the  ruling  powers  in  France  for  endeavouring  to  afcertain, 
both  in  Great  Britam  and  Ireland,  the  degree  of  co- operation  and 
afliftance  which  they  might  expedl  in  any.  attempt  of  this  nature. 

This  communication  does  not  appear,  from  any  evidence  before 
the  Committee,  to  have  any  immediate  connexion  with  the  So- 
cieties, whofe  proceedings  have  been  the  fubje^  of  this  Report ;  but 
the  connexion  with  t)»eir  general  obje^s  is  fufficiently  evident,  both 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  from  the  particulars  which  have 
been  dated  in  the  courfe  of  the  Report. 

Jt  is  not  immaterial  to  :idd,  that  in  Ireland  thefe  communications 
appear  to  have  been  di-cftly  addreffed  to  a  perfon  afting  in  concert 
with  the  Societies  here,  one  of  their  •  honorary  members,  and  who 
has  taken  an  a6live  part  in  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  to  which 
your  Committee  have  referred. 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  have,  for  obvious  reafons,  omitted  to 
annex  to  their  Report  the  evidence  of  particular  witneflcs,  by  whom 
the  fads  above  ftated  are  fupportcd ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafons, 
they  have  ftudioufly  forborne  to  mention  the  names  of  pcrfons  aiid 
places,  in  all  cafes  in  which  they  coiild  be  omitted  with  a  proper 
attention  to  the  general  objeft  of  their  inquiry,  and  to  the  inform- 
ation which  the  riourc  has  a  right  to  expedi  upon  fo  important  a 
fubje&. 
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APPENDIX,  A.    (No.  i.) 
PAPER  diftributcd  mnongft  the  Fcncibles. 
Friends  and  Brethren, 

IT  is  with  the  grcateft  picafure  that  your  countrymen  arc  in- 
formed, Tliat  fuch  is  vour  attachment  and  love  to  tbem^  and 
to  your  native  country,  tnatyou  manfulJy  and  firmly  refolvc  not 
to  leave  it  upon  any  terras  contrary  to  thofe  upon  which  you  were 
at  firft  engaged.  Your  countrymen  love  you,  and  their  hearts 
would  be  as  much  wounded  to  part  with  you,  as  yowr's  would  be 
to  be  fcparated  from  tbem.  They  well  know  that  thev  are  fafc 
under  the  proteftion  of  t\it\v  fatbersy  their  yS^/,  their  brothers  in 
armsy  and  they  neither  wifli  nor  defire  amr  other  defenders. 
They  hope  and  believe  that  your  hearts  are  filled  with  the  lame 
fentiments. 

The  ereat  mafs  of  the  People  from  amongft  whom  you  have 
been  inhfted,  have  been  reprefcntcd  to  you  as  your  enemies.— 
Believe  not  the  afTertion.  They  have  been  taugKt  to  conMtryou 
as  foes;  but  they  do  not  fear  finding  friends  amongft  their  bre- 
thren* 

Their  caufe  and  yours  is  the  fame :— They  arc  poor,  but  they 
have  honeft  hearts ;  hearts  which  fympathize  \nyour  paufe ;  they 
look  for  the  famefricndfhip  and  the  fame  iym^^\fyf  \i\ you. 

They  rejoice  to  hear,  That  you  are  becoming  daily  more  con- 
vinced  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  law  ought  lo  be  the  iame  to 
tfic  ISgblatuio'  and  to  the  Uiulander^  to  the  rich  and  to  thc^^, 

YPL.  IV,  o  an* 
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and  that  no  nan  can  be  comfelkd  to  take  up  arms,  by  amy 
fity  njAatfiivtty  unleft  Ins  tvM  tMcUnaiiwj  fnmpt  him  H  d^fi^ 

This  truth  has  been  hitherto  carefullj  concealed  from  yon,  bat 
it  is  not  the  lefs  certain. — The  will  of  your  Inrd^  cannot  with* 
out  your  own  confent,  feparate  you  mm  your  families  and 
firiendf,  although  many  of  you  may  have  o^^erienced  the  exer^ 
tions  of  fuch  a  power,  however  unjuft,  and  however  contrary 
to  law. 

We  refped  and  admire  that  principle  which  Induces  you, 
(though  neceflity  has  comoellcd  you  to  take  up  arms)  ftill  to  'per«^ 
fi(t  in  reiraininfr  to  defend  your  friends  at  homCi  and  notto  quit 
a  country  which  holds  pledged  fo  dear. 

When  You  are  gone,  where  is  their  defence — ^Thqir  may  be 
either  left  nuitbtut  frvieHion^  or  may  foon  fee  their  country  over- 
run by  Foreign  Troops,  fuch  as  in  time  pail  have  already  fliol 
the  blood  of  your  anceftors  without  provocation  and  without  re- 
morfe,  and  who  would  feel  perhaps  as  Uttle  compunfiHon  in 
Aedding/AffV/. 

Prepued'for  every  deed  of  horror,  thefe  focetgn  mercenaries 
'  may  vi^u  tbt  ehafiitj  of  your  Wives,  your  Sifters,  and  your 
Daughters,  ai^  when  dtfif  is  fatiated  errnUy  may  refume  its  place 
in  their  hearts,  as  experience  has  too  welland  too  fatally  ihewn, 
and  Friends,  Parents,  Children,  and  Brothers,  may  >e  lovoived 
in  one  common  Haunter. 

Tbe  cruel  maflacre  of  Glencoe  cannot  yet  be  forgottta ;  are 
<here  not  amongft  you,  whofe  forefathers  perifhed  tlm&f*-^ 
Their  J^earts   throbbing  with  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  were 

{Merced  with  the  daggers  of  their  treacherous  guefls,  and  the 
(caft  prepared  by  the  hand  of  unfufpe6ting  friendfhip,  was  doled 
with  a  fcene  of  blood  !•— Such  i?  the  return  for  kindnefs  and  hof- 
pitality !->  Such  the  protcdion  which  your  families  have  to  ex* 
peft !!!    ' 

How  will  th^lhen  look  around  in  vain  fbc  ytmr  proteding 
jcare,  when  perhaps  Fjou  are  fighting  at  a  diftance  in  a  foreign 
land?  But  they  nope  you  will  not  lorfake  them.— ^tay,  oh  fiay, 
and  defend  pur  families  and  your  friends ! 

For  that  purpofe  alone  you  were  tnlifted.-— -They  are 
ready  to  come  forward  for^  in  the  vindication  tf  ymer  Rights. 

Thoufands  join  in  the  fame  fentiments  with  jmi  and  ardently 
wiih  for  your  continuance  amongft  them.  The  circumfhinces 
^pirhich  might  require  you  to  ^ult  your  country  bmfc  mi  yet  takm 
^^i^r.^^No  in valiun  hu  yet  happened-* You  cannot  be  etmpdkd 
to  go-  Leave  not  your  country— Aflcrt  your  independance-r-. 
your  countrymen  will  look  up  to  yor  as  their  fnuBwrt  and 
piardians^  and  will  in  their  turn  lift  up5J)eir  arms  to  proteftand 
rfiftYou.— - 

Pundee,  April  12th,  1794. 
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APPENDIX  A.    (No.  a.) 
To  the  landholders  of  the  County  of  Perth. 
Gentlemen, 
Obfcrving  an  advertifement  in  the  Edinburgh  news-paper  n*- 

Suiring  you  to  meet  here  on  the  1  ith  currjcnt,  to  take  into  confi- 
eration  a  plan  of  the  Executive  Government  for  the  internal 
defence  of  the  country,  we,  ^  number  of  thf  inhabitants  of 
Perth  and  neighbourhood,  coniSfting  of  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred  effective  men,  deeply  impreflcd  with  the  dangers  which 
threaten  the  nation,  and  animated  with  that  patriotifm  which 

J>roc1aisns  to  the  world  that  the  fafety  of  the  people  is  the  fupreme 
aw,  make  a  voluntaiy  offer  of  our  fcrvicesto  affift  in  prote^ng 
the  liberties  of  the  people  from  any  incroachments,  either 
from  hoftile  invaders,  or  more  dangerous  internal  foes,  pledging 
ourfelves  On  the  one  hand  to  refift  every  attempt  to  invade  private 
property,  arid  on  the  other,  to  crufii  and  fubdue  every  unlawful 
combination  of  the  rich  againft  the  (K>or;  and  being  fenfible  that 
the  proteftion  of  the  People's Libeirtie^  is  a  truft  otfuch itApdtt- 
ance,  that  it  ought  to  be  committed  to  tholb  6n\y  who  are  capable 
ofdifcerning  the  eternal  laws  of  juilice,  and  of  feeling  ana  a&< 
ing  according  to  the  force  ^f  principle,  we  pledge  ounelves  that 
none  but  true  men,  antwermg  to  this  defcription,  (hall  be  allow- 
ed to  enter  our  ^nd;  becaufe,  tildepenaent  of  the  palpable 
abfurdity  of  committing  our  (iefence  to  criminals,  #e  difdain 
the  mean  ihift  of  crimping,  2Lnd  fweeping  prifohs. 

It  is  on  the  foregoing  principles  that  we  ofier  our  fervices  to 
the  country,  on  the  toiiowing  terms,  as  a  body  of  iniantry 
troops. 

Firft,  We  confider  thefe  principles  as  the  beft  fecurity  for 
preferving  order;  and  as  military  law  mull  be  vt*t7  difagreeable^ 
and  is  wholly  unnecelTary  to  men  of  our  peaceful  habits  of  life, 
we  therefore  require  that  every  offence  inall  be  tried  by  a  jury 
chofen  from  among  ourfelves. 

Second,  As  we  are  for  the  mod  part  fettled  in  bufinefi,  or  have 
families  of  our  own,  we  muft  therefore  expiiefsly  ftipulate,  that 
unlefs  an  invafion  (hall  take  plate  ih  «>ne:ghbouring  part  of  the 
country,  we  fhall  not  be  carrie<i  out  or  the  countv  without  our 
own  conient,  decliared  by  a  council  chofen  by  ourfelves,  and  held 
for  tha'tpurpofe. 

Third,  We  require  to  have  the  fote  power  of  choofing  our 
own  officers  from  amoitg  ourfelves,  and  of  caihiering,  and 
placing  them  in  the  iwks,  at  every  month's  end,  if  neceffiry. 

Fourth,  We  require  that  the  couflty,  or  government,  fhall' 
forniih  u^  with  arms  and  military  ftores,  together  with  every 
©ther  equipment  neceflary  for  the  pui  poles  of  defence. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  en^ge  td  find  fehjeants  in  our  own 
body,  qualified  to  train  and  difcipllne  the  men,  and  fhall  requira 
no  pay,  tinlefs  called  out  to  actual  fervice. 

This  plan  We  cohfider  su  greatly  preferable  to  that  of  raifing 
4  o  A  troo^ 


6t  APPENDIX  TO  THE  SECOND  REPORT  OF 

feekingonly  (I  much  fcar)  to  make  a  party  affiiir  of  it,  that  he 
gave  the  money  to  my  own  difpdfal.    If,  however,  you  mcaiir 
otberwife,  your  intention  (hall  be  complied  with  immediately  on 
its  being  made  known  to  me.— So  much  for  pecuniary  affairs.*— 
Tbij  morning  lo  ftfips  of  nvar  have  left  S^tbead/kr  tht  Chawul^  and 
it  is  here  reported  that  the  Bre/I  fleet  is  out :  RumoMTj  alnuays  magnify ^ 
ing  thinj^Sj  /ays  thrte  are  yo/ail  ff  French  atfea ;  iffo^  there  muji  6e 
a  number  t>f  tranfports  among  tbewy  ami  a  decent  may  prohably  he  the 
fonfequence.-  For  God*s  fahe^  my  m^or  thy  friends ^  do  wot  relax  in  ibc 
Can^'e  of  Freedom — Continue  as  you  have  begun — Comfolidate ymoer 
own/ociities  '  Unite  *with  others— ^Perfeverey  and  maie  no  doubt  ^wei 
fooner  or  later  your  endeavours  nvill  be  cro'wnediuith  fuccefs.     1  have 
alfo  to  thank  you  for  the  affectionate  addrefs  I  received  from  you. 
Be  affured  that  my  utmoft  ambition  will  ever  be  to  deferve  your 
confidence  and  your  efteem.    The  prefent  tide  of  fortune,  how- 
ever ftronj^ly  it  may  run  againll  ourcaufe  at  prefent,  muft  fooa 
have  a  turn :  The  eyes  of  mankind  will  naturally  open — when 
their  pockets  empty,  and  their  blood  l^Us,  they  will  a(k  each 
other,  for  whom  are  we  thus  facrificing  ourfelves,  and  murder- 
ing others  ?     What  advantage  refults  to  us  from  all  this  expendi- 
ture and  (laughter  ?      And  by  interfering  in  the  government  of 
another  country,  and  to  model  it  as  they  think  proper?     Should 
they  do  fo.  Popery  and  defpotifm   muft.  be  our  lot— May  Gra^ 
cious  Providence  avert  it;  may  we  rather  all  to  a  man  be  deter- 
mined to  live  free  or  die !     In  my  exile  nothing  would  afflid  me 
fo  much  as  to  hear  that  my  country  was  enflave d,  and  that  my 
a)unirymen  hugged  theit  chains.    I  trufi  however  the  oational 
fplrit  of  Britons  will  prevent  it.    Adieu,  my  dear  friends;  an^ 
ever  remember 

Your  JEaithful 

M.MARGAROf. 
P.  S.  This  A7(y  a  mock  debate  concernij^  our  Sentence  is 
to  uke  place  in  P— -. 

APPENDIX  C. 

£xtra6b  from  the  Book  containing  the  Proceedings  of 

the  Conftitutional  Society. . 

AT  a  meeting  held  at  the  Secretary's,  Took*s-Court,  Chan- 
cery-lane, Friday  23d  March,  lyoi- 
Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  lociety  be  pven  \»  Mr. 
Thomas  Paine,  for  his  mofl  mafterly  book,  intituled  "The 
Rights  of  Man/*  in  which  not  only  the  malevolent  fophiftriesof 
hireling  frribblers  are  dete6ted  and  expofed  to  merited  ridicule, 
but  many  of  the  moft  imjiwrtant  and  beneficial  political  truths 
arc  ftatecl,  fo  irrefiftibly  convincing  as  to  promile  the  accelera- 
tion of  that  not  very  didant  period  when  ufurping  Borough 
Sellers,  and  profligate  Borough  Buyers,  fliall  be  deprived  of  what 
they  impudently  dare  to  call  their  pix>perty«»the  choice  of  the 
reprcfentatives  of  the  people. 

The 
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'   The  OinftUifti^nal  Sodcljr  camoc  hdp  eiprtffinff  their  iitis-  i 

•&&ioo.  that  fe  vahiable  a  iHib|ication  has' proceeded  &oai  a  mcm^ 

ber  nf  that  fociety ;  anci  they  fiocerely  hope  that  the  people 

of  England  will  give  that^ittentioQ  to  the  fubje£ts  difcufled  in 

M|\  Paine'i  treati&i  which  their  maniieft  importance  Co  julUj  | 

deC^rve,  *  i 

Refolvedi  That  the  foregoing  refolutions,  and  all  future  prot  > 

cecdlnga  of  this  focicty,  be  regularly  tranTmitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  all  our  correfponding  Coiiftitutionai  Societies  in  England, 
Scotland*  and  France.  *  • 

Refo^df  That  the  above  refolutions  be  publiihed  in  the 

-        At  a  Meeting,  April  ift,  1791. 

Refolvedt  That  the  retbkitions  of  this  fodety,  recommending 
Bainel^  bo^:  '«/The.  Rights  of  Man,''  and  ptibliflied  io  fereral 
off  tlKe  papera^  be  re-publilhed  in  the.  followiki^  vis.  Gieneral 
Eveniftey  JMEorning  Pofi,  World,  £ngH(h  Ghn6nicie»  Sheffbome^ 
h6fi(i^  X'^rkt  Briftol,  Nottingham,  and  Birmiogbaap. 

At  a  Meeting,  July  22,  17.^1. 
.  Refoivedi  That  the  original  and  traDdajtion  of  an  addrefi 
communicated  fay  the  Reverend  Do&or  Towers*  fvonli  the  fxiety 
'  gt  Naotz,  be'  entered  on  the  books  of  this  ibciety . 

The  tranflation  is  entered. 

At  a  Meeting,  March  4th*  ijfl%. 

Read  the  following  letter  from. the  Revolution  Society  at  Non 
ivich,  to  the  London  Society  for  Conflttutional  Informatioo. 

The  Norwich  Revolution  Society  wishes  to  opeoa.  Commof 
fiic^n  withyoaat  this  time,  when  corruption  has  aa|iiired:f 
publicjty  in  the  fenate,  which  exafls  from  the  honour  of  the 
Hritifh  nation  renewed  exertions  for  Parliamentary  Refonii--t« 
Without  prejudging  the  probable  event  of  fuchaa  applicatioa  to 
the  Irgiflature,  this  focie^  is  willing  to  circulate  the  infontiatton, 
^d  to  co-operate  in  the  meafures  that  may  feem  bed  adapted  to 
fairther  fo  deiirable  and  fo  imooitant  an  end.  The  fociety  is 
willing  to  hope  tlie  redreis  of  every  exifling  grievance  at  the 
faiUKls  of  a  government  refultingfiom  an  extraordinaiy  convo* 
cation  in  1688,  of  all  who  had,  at  any  preceding  time,  bee^ 
elc^ed  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  aflifted  by  the  hereditary 
fOuh(ellors  of  the  nation,  ana  a  peculiar  deputation  fcom'the' 
metropolis;  which  National  Condituting  AlTembly  caflijered  for 
n)ifco|iduA  a  king  of  ^e  houfe  of  Stuart.    The  opinions  and 

I  principles  of  this  lociety  are  bed  explained  by  an  appeal  to  theiV 
iterary  reprefentatives.  To  Tames  Mackintofli,  author  of  Vin- 
dicise  Gallicas,  this  fociety  oilers  the  tribute  of  its  approbation 
and  gratitude,  for  the  knowledge,  the  eloquencr,  and  philofo- 
phical  fpirit  with  which  he  has  explained,  defendcd|  and  com»> 
mented  on  the  revolution  of  France.  It  hefitatey  to  afleut  t^ 
this  only  of  his  Opinions,  that  «<  there  are  but  two  intereib  in 
fociety,  thofe  of  the  rich  and  thofe  of  the  poor.**  If  fo,  what 
i;liance  have  the  latter  ? 
VftL.  lY.  p  ^  Siveljr 


^  APFEKDIX  TO  THl  SECOND  REPOHt  OF 

>  Snrdjr  the  interefb  of  all  the  induftrtous,  from  the  ricbeft 
tncrchant  to  the  pooreft  mechanic,  are  in  everv'comm unity  the 
|ame«?»to  leflen  the  numbm  of  the  unprodu^Hve;  to  whole 
•maintenance  they  contribute,  and  to  do  away  fuch  inftitutions 
^nd  impoftsas  afarridgethe  means  of  maintenance,  by  refifKng 
the  demand  for  labour,  or  by  fharing  its  reward  :  as  the  naeuu 
noil  conducive  to  this  comprehenftve  end,  the  Norwich  Revolu- 
tion Society  defires  an  equita  1e  Reprefentation  of  the  People. 

The  Rights  of  Man,  by  Thomas  Paine,  and  the  Adrice  to  the 
Privileged  Orders,  by  Joel  Barlow,  have  aWobecn  read  with  at- 
tention, and  circulated  with  avidity.  They  point  out  with 
clearneis  moil  of  the  abufes  which  have  accumulattd  under  the 
Pritifli  government,  they  attack  with  energy  mod  of  the  pre* 
judices  which  have  tended  to  perpertiate  them. 
-  Internally  our  fociety  is  thus  organized :  Any  perfon  propo. 
fed  and  feconded  by  a  member,  is  received,  on  P^pg  ^^  ad- 
miffion  fine,  and  obliging  himfelf  to  an  annual  contribution  to- 
wards thepurchafe  of  books  for  the  ufe  of  the  fociety,  and  for 
circulation  among  the  confederated  clubs.  The  members  aflem- 
ble  twice,  monthly.  A  committee  of  corre()x>ndence  is  periodi* 
tally  eleAed  by  ballot,  to  fele^  books,  and  to  conda^  the  other 
literary  bufinefs.  A  committee  of  twelve  is  periodically  named 
by  acclamation,  to  attend  feveraily  the  meetmgi  of  the  various 
confederated  clubs,  which  are  inivlted  in  like  manner  to  depute 
a  noember  to  the  monthly  meetings  of  this. 

The  clube  are  now  feven  in  numt>er,  and  more  are  expe6^ed 
lo-announoe  theT  adherence.  The  Norwich  RevoKition  Society, 
propoAng  to  extend  this  form  of  combination,  recommends  for 
tdmi^on  into  the  London  Society  for  Conilitucionai  Informs 
tion  twelve  perfom.  , 

Norwich,  April  36,  179a. 

•*•  At  a  Meeting,  March   16th,  1792. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information, 
efiabliflied  at  Manchefter,  having  coa<municated  to  this  ibciety 
their  reiblutions  of  thanks  to  Thomas  Paine,  for  the  publication 
of  hii  •*  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man;  combining  Princt- 
pie  and  Praftice." 

BuiPs  Head  Inn,  Manchefter,  March  13,  1792. 

At  a  Metting  of  the  Manchefter  Conftitutional  Society,  hel4 
this  day,  it  was  un^inimoufly  refolved, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  are  (<ue  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine, 
for  the  publication  of  his  **  Secomi  P3itof  the  Rights  of  Man; 
combining  Principle  and  Practice,*'  a  work  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance to  eviery  nation  under  heaven,  but  particularly  to  this, 
as  containing  ejccellent  and  practicable  plans  for  an  immediate 
and  coniiderable  reduftion  of  the  public  expenditure ;  for  the 
prevention  of  wars  for  the  extenfion  of  our  manufa^hires  and 
commeree  ;  for  the  education  of  the  young;  for  the  comfortable 
fupport  of  the  aged ;  or  the  better 'maintenance  of  the  poor  of 
every  defvHption ;  and  fin^iJiy,  for  lefTening  greatly,  and  with- 
out delay,  the  enormous  load  of  taxes  under  which  this  country 
At  preftm  labours. 

Tlitt 
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..^  That  this  focicty  congratwlatc  their  ocmntry  at  large, dn  the 
influence  which  Mr.  Paine*s  publications  appear  to  have  had  i(^ 
•procuring  the  repeal  of  fomc  oppreffive  taxes  in  the  f^efenf  Scli* 
iion  of  Parliament ;  and  they  ciope  that  this  adoption  of  a  ffilaU 
part  of  Mr.  Paine's  ideaf  nwllbe  foUvtucdhy  the  ninfi  JtremmUtxtr^ 
tioftj  to  accomplifi)  a  complete  Rrfwrm  in  the  prefmit  inaJequdte  Stale  of 
the  Rffre/entation  of  the  People  \  and  that  the. other  great  plan^  of 
public  benefit  which  Mr.  Paine  has  fo  powerfully  recommended 
will  be  fpeedily  carried  intoetfef^. 

Signed  » "      Prefidertt. 

"* r  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  return  to  the  Chairman  ctf  the 
fociety  at  Mancheft-rr,  the  thanks  of  this  foricty,  for  hid  com- 
munication ;  at  the  fame  time  alTufing  him  that  this  fociety  does 
heartily  concur  in  the  above  rcfolurion. 

Refoivedi  That  the  above  refolutibns  be  pubnihed  in  the 
papers*. 

AtaMeetino,  March  d3d^  *79*« 

Refolved^  That  the  following  be  publifhed  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  World,  Poft,  Times,  Argus^  £ngli(h  Chronicle^ 
and  General  Evening.  / 

•  **  Society  for  Conftitutinnal  Inforitiation,  London,  March 
^3d»  1792.     This  fociety  having  received  the  following  anii 
other  communications  from  Sheihcld  ;"  viz. 
Shcflitld. 

Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  [x4Mai'ch,  1702.] 

This  fociety,  compofed  chiefly  of  the  manufacturers  or^  Shef- 
field, be^an  about  four  months  ago,  and  is  already  increafed  to 
taearly  Two  Thbtifand  Members,  and  is  daily  increafing,  exclu- 
five  of  the  adjacent  towns  and  villages,  who  ard  forming  thcm^ 
felves  into  fimtlar  focieties. 

Confidering,  as  we  do,  that  the  want  of  knowledge  and  infor- 
aiation  in  the  general  mafs  of  the  people  has  cJtpofed  them  to 
numberlefs  impofitions  and  abufes,  the  exertions  of  this  fociety 
are  directed  to  the  acquirement  of  ufeful  knowledge,  and  to 
Ipread  the  fame  as  far  as  our  endeavours  and  abilitieil  can  ex« 
tend. 

We  declare  that  we  have  derived  more  true  kiiowledee  from 
the  two  works  of  Mr.  Thomas  Palne^  intituled  **  Rights  of  Man/' 
Fart  the  firfl  and  Second,  than  from  any  other  author  or  fub^ 
jc6t.  7 be  PraRice  as  tvellas  the  Principle  rf  Go'verrimeitt  is  hiiJ 
down  in  thrft  'works y  in  a  manner  fo  clear^  and  irtiefifiihly  convineing^ 

5 hat  this  fociety  do  hereby  :  efolre  to  give  their  thanks  to  Mri 
^aioe  for  his  two  laid  publications^  intituled  ^^  Rights  of  Man/' 
Parts  zfl  and  2d.    Alfo, 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be 
tftven  to  Mr.  Paine^  for  tbcafie^ionatecon<fern  he  has  fhewn  in 
Eis  ifecond  work  in  behalf  of  the  poor^  the  infant;  and  thoraged  | 
\fbo^  notvv  ithilanding  the  opulence  which  blefles  other  parts  of 
the  doi^munity,  are,  bv  the  grievous  weight  of  taxes,  rendered 
the  mi|i?rable  v'rAims  of  poverty  and  wretchednefs. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  this  fociety,  difdaioing  to  be 
confidf  red  either  of  a  miniflerial  or  oppofition  party  (names  of 

p  %  wikich 
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^icJh  tft  are  tired*  teving  "hetn  lb  often  dcceirvd  bf  bMi )  d9 
trdaitlv  recommend  h  to  all  their  fellow  chisens,  info  %rfaoib 
lb«n<b  uiefe  rrfolutiont  may  come,  to  confer  ferioufly  and  calmly 
%rith  euih  other  on  the  fobje^t  alluded  to,  and  to  maaifdl  to  the 
^voHd  tfast  the  fj^hit  of  true  Hbf  rty  is  a  fpjrit  of  order ;  'and  that 
\d  tfbrain  juflicc  it  iramfiftent  that  we  be  jufl  ourfeNes. 
•  Refbhred  unanimoufly,  That  thefe  reiolations  be  printed,  and* 
^hara  copy  thereof  be  tnnfmttted  to  the  fociety  for  Conftitutional 
Information  in  London }  requefting  their  approbation  for  twelve 
of  our  friends  to  be  entered  into  their  fociet)',  for  the  purpofe  of 
eftabliihing  a  connexion  and  a  regular  communication  with  that* 
aid  all  other  fimtlar  focfetieft  in  the  kingdom*. 
By  Order  of  the  Committee. 

(Signed)  

Chainman. 
,  *«  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  return  the  thanks  of  thir 
fociety  to  the  Society  for  Conditutional  Information  efiabiiibed 
at  ShefReld ;  and  that  he  exprefs  to  rhem  with  what  friendihip  and 
affedfon  thib  fociety  embiaces  them  as  brothers  and  fellow  ]a> 
bourers  in  the  fame  caufe.  That  he  do  aifure  them  of  onr  in- 
tire  concurrence  with  their  opinion,  viz.  That  the  people  cf 
this  country  are  not,  as  Mr.  Burke  terms  them,  Swne;  but  ra- 
tional beings,  better  qualifitd  to  fepante  truth  from  error  dian 
himfelf,  poflcfling  more  honefty,  and  leis  craft. 

"  Refolved,  That  this  fociety  will,  on  Friday  next,  March 
3  ift,  ballot  for  (he  twelre  afTociated  members,  recommended  by 
the  Sheffield  committee,  and  approved  at  thb  meeting." 
(Signed)  — — — 

Chairman.. 
At  a  Meeting,  March  30th,  179a. 

The  twelve  gnulemen  recommended  by  the  Sheffield  Society 
were  unanimoufly  rledted. 

Read  a  letter,  with  enclofed  refoluttons,  from  the  Secretaiy  ta 
the  Corref|K>nding  Society,  London. 

*•  London  Correfponding  Society, 

«•  Refolved,  That  every  individual  has  a  right  to  (bare  in  the 
Government  of  that  fociety  of  which  he  is  a  member,  uMk 
incapccttated. 

^  Refolved,  That  nothing  but  non-age,  a  privation  of /eab* 
fbn,  or  an  otfcncc  againfl  the  general  rules  of  fociety  can  inca- 
pacitate hnn. 

<*  Refolved,  That  it  is  no  lefsthe  right  than  the  doty  of  everjr 
citizen  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  government  of  his  coomry^ 
that  the  laws  by  being  multiplied  do  not  degenerate  into  6ppre(^ 
fion ;  and  that  thofc  who  are  intruded  with  the  goveminent  dw 
not  fubfHtute  private  intereft  for  public  advantage. 

•♦  Refolved^  That  the  people  of  Great  Britaia  are  not  pnK 
periy  reprefented  in  Parliament. 

^  Refolved,  That  in  confequence  of  a  partial,  unequal,  and 
inadequate  reprefentation,  together  with  the  orrupt  method  in 
a*hich  reprefe!itatives  are  elected,  oppreHive  taxes,  wijuft  laws| 
3  reftrtaiona 


f^ftfiAlons  of'itbcrty,  and  waSftig  of  flic  public  Tn6oe}r,  Kave 
«n(ued. 

««  Kdolvtd,  That  the  only  remedy  to  thofc  evils  is  a  f^r  and 
impartial  repreientation  of  the  people  in  Parliament. 

"  Refolved,Thata  fair  and  'rtnpairtfalreprefentation  can  neter 
take  place  until  partial  privileges  are  aboli/hed;  and  the  ftrohg 
temptations  held  out  to  deftors  affords  a  prefamptive  proof  that 
the  reprcfcntathrcs  of  this  cottntry  fddom  procure  a  feat  in  Paf- 
-fiament  firotn  the  unbought  fuffirages'of  a  free  people. 

"  Reiblved,  that  this  fociety  do  exprefs  their  abhorrence  df 
tttmnit  and  violence ;  and  that,  as  tney  aim  at  reform,  not 
anarchy,  reafon,  firmnefs,  and  unanimity  be  the  only  arms  they 
employ,  or  perfuade  their  fdloW  dtizens  to  exert  againft  abufe  of 
power. 

*<  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  fodety  do  communis 
Vate  the  ^regoing  to  the  Societies  forConfiltutronal  tnforfna- 
lion  efhbKfhed  in  London,  Manchefter,  and  ShelHeld. 
"  By  Order  of  the  Committee 

(Signed)  ■• 

Secretary/' 

•*  Refolved,  tliat  the  Secretary  of  this  fociety  do  exprefs  to 
the  Correfponding  Society  the  extreme  fatisfadion  which  we 
have  received  by  £e  above  communication ;  and  to  alTure  them 
«f  our  defire  to  continue  to  correfpond  and  co-operate  with  them 
for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  fkir  reprefentation  of  the  peopte 
in  Parliament." 

At  a  Meeting,  April  20,  1792. 

A  Declaration  from  a  Society  in  Southwark  was  read ;  and, 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  fociety  be  given  to  the 
Southwark  Society,  for  the  following  communication,  and  that 
it  be  publifiied  in  the  papers. 

At  a  Meeting  at  the  Three  Tuns  Tavern,  Southwark, 
April  19th,  179a. 

Refolved,  That  we  do  now  form  ourfelves  into  a  fodety  for 
the  diffufEon  of  political  knowledge. 

Refolved,  That  the  fociety  be  ^nominated  the  Friends  of  the 
People. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  be  the  declaration  of  this  fociety. 
Extras  from  Declaration. 

.Coniiderittg  that  ignorance,  forgetfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the 
rights  of  men,  are  the  fole  caufes  of  public  grievances,  and  thft 
corruption  of  government,  this  fodety,  formed  for  the  pnrpoft 
of  tnveftrgating  and  aflerting  thofe  Viglits,  and  of  uniting  our 
efforts  with  others  of  our  fellow  dtizens  for  Correding  national 
abufes,  and  retraining  unneceflary  and  exorbitant  taxation,  do 
hereby  declare— 

ift.  That  the  great  end  of  civil  fociety  is  general  happinefiu 

sdly,  That  no  form  of  government  is  good  any  further  than 
It  (ecures  that  obje^. 

3dly,  That  ali  civil  and  political  authority  is  derivtd  firom  thfe 
people, 

♦thty. 
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4rhty,  That  tcfoil  aftive  citizeofliip  is  the  unalienable  ng^e  o^ 
all  men ;  minots,  criminals^  and  inianc  perfons  excepted. 

ithlj^  That  the  exerctfe  of  that  rishty  in  appointing  an  ade^ 
quate  reprefentative  gdnrernmf  nt,  is  die  wifcft  device  of  bumaa 
policy,  and  the  onlv  ucurky  of  national  freedom. 
Further  £xtra£l  fi  otn  fame.  Paper. 
'  We  call  upon  our  fellow  citizens  of  all  deicnptions  to  inftituCc 
fixrieties^r  the  fame  great  ftwpcfe ;  and  iax  fecMuaemJ  a  general  car^ 
9e/p9ndemce  tMtb  each tber^  and  tiitb  the  Soeieijf  ft  C9nfiitniianml 
JbrfhrwiattM  at  London^  as  the  heji  means  ef  cemenitng  the  e%mweam 
anieBj  and  rf  dire^ing  nkitk  greater  energj  hit  united  ejotts  in  tba 
Jmmn  enmnwn  ohje^i. 

By  Order  of  the  Comniitree. 

( Signed  )— _^ 
At  a  Meetings  April  37,  i79^« 

Refolyed,  That  every  focicty  deixring  an  union  or  correfpoo- 
lEenre  with  this^  and  which  doth  not  profefs  any  principles  de« 
f  ruftive  to  truth  or  juftice,  or  fubverdve  to  the  liberties  of  our 
country ;  but  which  on  the  contrary  feeks^  as  we  do,  the  rcmo- 
Tal  of  corruption  from  the  le^^iflature,  and  abufts  from  the  go* 
mernment,  ought  to  be,  and  we  hope  will  be,  embraced  with 
the  mull  brotherly  aSedtiou  and  patriotic  friendihip  by  thi» 
Ibctety. 

Rcdd  the  following  letter,  addrtfled  to  the  focicty  called  the. 
Friends  of  the  People  aHbciated  for  Conftitutional  Reform,  a£- 
lemblied  at  Free  Mafons  Tavern. 
Sir, 

By  the  Society  lor  Conflitutional  Information,  I  am  com- 
manded to  exprefs  to  you  the  fati^ faction  that  its  members  feel  on 
the  inllitution  of  >our  fociety 

That  the  Houic  of  Commons  itfclf,  which  is  the  very  fubje^ 
to  be  reformedi  fhould  have  furnilhed  a  part  of  this  ilrength, 
may  ultimately  afford  important  advantages  to  the  public.  But 
it  mud  not.  Sir,  be  difguifed,  that  at  firlt  this  circumllance  will 
necefTarily  be  accompanied  with  doubts,  with  fufpicioas,  with 
appreheniions.  It  is  not.  Sir,  the  tirfl  time  that  numbei-s  of  that 
houfe  have  profefTed  thcmfelves  Reformers :  It  is  not  the  firft 
iitnp  that  they  have  enterc  d  into  popular  afTociations.  But  fbou^d 
they,  on  thi:^  occafion,  prove  faKhtuHv  inflrumental  in  effeding 
a  fubflaiitial  reform  i:i  tlie  reprefeatation  of  the  people,  and  the 
duration  of  Parliaments,  it  will  be  the  iiril  rime  that  the  uatiou 
hath  not  found  itfelf  in  an  error,  when  it  placed  confidence  in 
aflbciated  Members  of  Parliament,  for  the  recoveries  of  the  cou: 
fiitutionul  and  inellimable  rights  of  the  people.  The  iuog-loii 
rights  of  reprefentaiioa,  arc  rights,  Sir,  which  in  tmrh  arc  not 
to  be  recovered  but  hy  the  exertions  and  the  unanimity  of  the 
people  tliemfelves  ImprefTed  with  this  great  truth,  it  has  been 
an  invariable  object  of  this  focicty  "  to  revive  in  the  minds  of 
the  common  ility  at  large  a  knowledge  of  their  lofl  rights,  re« 
ipeding  theeleftion  and  duration  of  the  reprefentarive  body'*— 
and  we  doubt  not  that  your  fociety  will  fee  the  wifdom  of  pur- 
ging a  like  couife.    May  it  talle  the  delight  of  ditfufing  this 

knowledge ; 
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knowledge ;  may  it  reap  thclionoqrof  calling  forth  the  energirt 
cf  the  natton  ! , 

When  this  fociety,  Sir,  rbirtcmplates  that  flood  of  light  and 
tmth  which,  under  a  benign  Providence,  is  now  fweeping  fi-om 
the  earth  defpotifm  in  all  its  forms,  and  infringement  of  ilghra 
in  ail  its  decrees,  to  make  way  for  treed  mi,  juftrre,  peace,  and 
hnrra  t  h:^ppinefs;  and  when  it  fees  yonr  fiicicty  announce  itfelf 
to  the  world  as  the  Friends  of  the  People  ;  it  refts  alTirrcd  that 
this  new  inflitntTon  abund:Mitly  partakes  of  that  light  chat,  it 
crftbncrs  thnt  tnrh,  and  it  win  att  up  to  the  farredocft  of  that 
friendlhip  which  it  profffes,  by  nobly  cafting  from  it,  with  dif- 
dain,  all  ariftocmtic  referves,  and  fairly  andhoneftly  cohiending 
Tor  the  people's  right?  in  thrir  full  extent 
'  Here^  Sir,  beafliired,  lies  all  your  fbength.  You  mayboaft 
t)f  names,  of  wealth,  of  talents,  and  even  of  principlf?* ;  but 
\vithout  the  feilowfliip  of  the  people,  ilnderftanding  and  feding 
their  immediate  intc  reft  in  the  conteft,  your  aflbciarion,  when- 
|ever  jt  grapples  with  that  powerfiil  difpotifm  to  which  it  is  op- 
^fed,  and  to  which  a  conftitntional  cloak  gives  douulc  (Irength, 
will  moft  affii fed ly  crumble  to  duft. 

Here,  Sir,  it  is  with  peculiar  fatisfnftion  that  the  Society  for 
Conftitntional  Information  ran  cxprefs  its  belief,  that  to  its  own 
unequivocaV***  Declaration  of  Rights,  without  which  noEngliCh* 
man  can  be  a  Free  Man,  nor  the  Englifti  natton  Free  People, ** 
it  owes  that  confidence,  on  the  part  ^f  ail  true  friends  to  afuh- 
ftantial  Reform  of  Parliiment,  which  in  all  periods  of  tlic 
focicty's  exiftence  it  has  invariably  experienced. 

This  ftiort  declaration,  containing  no  more  than  four  diftinft 
pro'wfitions,  fatisfied  the  people  that  the  fot:iety  a/fumed  not  the 
cdfice  of  Reformer  without  knowing  with  precifion  what  wanted 
Reform;  nor  the  chara^er  of  friend,  without  mani/i?fting  that 
lincerity  which  gave  proof  of  its  attachment.  It  left  to  fucb 
Reformers  as  Mr.  Burke  to  talk  of  the  People's  Liberties,  and  at 
the  fanie'time  to  deny  or  explain  aw.iy  their  Rights. 

This  Society,  Sir^  trufts  that  the'  purity  of  principle  which 
-afluated  individual  Meipbeis  of  Parliament,  who  joined  the 
aifocjations  that  have  been  fpoken  of,  will  innodegreebealfef^ed 
by  the  obftrvations  that  have  been  made  upon  the  infufficiencr 
ot  tholV  aflbciations.  Bur,  con  zinced  that  a  ftrong  impi^fliou 
ftill  remains  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  in  general  per- 
Ions  who  have  long  been  accuftomed  to  hold  feats  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  under  the  prefent  abufcs  in  the  reprefenfation,  and 
uh  >fc  conne^Vions  arc  ail  ariftocratic,  muft  be  almoft  more  than 
nac?),  at  once  and  completely  to  fiicnfice  both  prejudice  and  Un- 
warranted power  at  the  Altar  of  Freedom ;  -  this  fociety,  con* 
vinred,  I  fay,  Sir,  of  the  exiftence  of  this  impreflion,  would  not 
^uffe;-  its  delicacy  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  its  duty  on  this  impor- 
tant occasion;  but  determined,  with  the  frankncfs  belonging  to 
fincere  aflfW^ion,  to  warn  its  new  brethren  againft  a  danger  to 
which  they  might  othcrwife  become  expofcd  tnrough  mere  inad- 
vertency. 

That  the  diftinguiflied  perfon^  who  have  adotned  the  fenat^ 
tnd  now  adorn  your  fociety,  may  be  tound  ctjual  10  the  fub^ 
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iaiqnity  of  femer  polhkf,  it  cnabUt  um,  widi  boU  fclkilyj 
fa/.  We  hire  done  wick  them! 

In  contemplating  the  political  condition  of  naiioni^  wr  csn 
conceiTe  a  more  diabriicaliV Aem  of  governarem,  than  tbac  «rlucl» 
has  hitherto  been  generally  pradiTed  orer  the  world :  to  Iced  cher 
avarice  and  gratify  the  widcednefa  of  ambition^  the  frateiaicjr  of 
the  human  race  hat  been  deftroyed;  asif  thefereratnanoBs  ca^^cbe 
earth  hid  been  created  by  rival  God»,  if  an  has  not  confidered 
man  u  the  woiic  of  One  Creator. 

The  political  iafiitntions  under  which  he  hat  lived  have  bcem 
eoanter  to  whatever  religion  he  profe&d. 

Inftead  of  that  nniverial  benevolence  which  the  aoralrtj    of 
tYtry  known  religion  dcclarei»  he  hat  been  politicaUy  bred  to 
confider  his  fpedes  as  his  aatoral  eaemy*  and  to  defcribe  Tirciic» 
and  vices  by  a  geographical  chart. 

The  principles  we  now  deckre  are  not  peooliar  to  the  toacty 
that  addrefles  yon ;  they  are  extending  themfelves,  with  accu- 
mulating force*  throttgh  every  part  of  oar  coaatry,  and  denTe 
ftrength  from  an  anion  of  caa&s,  which  no  other  princi]4es 
admit. 

The  religions  friend  of  man,  of  ewery  denomination,  record* 
them  as  his  own ;  they  animate  the  lover  of  rational  liberty  ; 
and  they  cheriih  the  heart  of  the  poor,  now  bending  under  am 
oppieflion  of  taxes,  by  a  profpeA  of  relief. 

We  have  aninft  as  only  that  (ame  enemy  which  is  the  enemj 
of  jufttce  in  all  coantries— a  herd  of  courtiers  fattening  on  the 
fpoil  of  the  public. 

^  It  woold  iiave  given  an  additional  triumph  to  our  congratula- 
tions, if  the  equal  rights  of  man  (which  are  the  fbaodation  of 
yonr  dechiration  of  Rights)  had  been  recogniaed  by  the  (;oven« 
ments  around  you,  and  tranquilly  r Aabliihed  in  aiU  bat  if  de^ 
}>otirms  be  ftill  referved,  to  nckibit,  by  coofpiracy  and  comhina- 
tion,  a  farther  example  of  infamy  to  future  ages,  that  power  that 
difpofes  of  evenu  beft  knows  the  means  of  making  that  exanple 
Anally  henefictal  to  his  creatures. 

We  have  beheld  yonr  peaceable  principles  infultad  by  demotic 
Ignorance :  we  have  feen  the  right  hand  of  feUowihip,  which  vos 
£)ld  out  to  the  world,  rejeded  by  thofe  who  riot  on  its  plunder  : 
we  now  behold  you  a  natioitf  provoked  into  defence;  and  we  cm 
fee  no  mode  of  defence  eqnal  to  that  of  eftabliflung  the  general 
freedom  of  Europe. 

In  this  beft  of  caufes  we  wifli  yon  fuccefs.  Our  hearts  go  widi 
you ;  and  in  faying  this,  we  believe  we  uuer  the  voice  of  nil* 
lions. 

Aefolved,  That  the  above  addrefs  be  figjned  by  the  chairman, 
and  that «—..«——  be  reqnefttd  to  tran(mit  it,  with  all  polIiUe 
difpatch,  to .—?——.  at  Paris. 

Refolved,  That  the  (aid  addreft  be  read  a  fecond  time  at  the 
next  meeting,  for  pablication. 

Refolved,  That  a*  committee  be  appointed  to  meet  the  com- 
Butues  of  the  Southwark,  London^  and  Weftmiofter  Societies  of 

the 
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the  FrmJt  Of  the  People,  to-monow  evening,  tt  Teven  o'clock, 
at  the  White  Mart  Tayeni  in  Holborni  ar.d  be  empowered  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  the  publication  of  the  fbnr  refolotions  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  heretofore  publi(hed  by  this  fociety. 
At  a  Meeting,  18th  May  1792. 

The  Additi«  to  the  Jacobins  ordered  to  be  publifhed.^ 

'Read  the  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Paine,  acquainting  the 
fociety  that  he  b  proceeding  to  bring  out  a  cheap  editio^  of  the 
Firft  and  Second  Parts  of  the  Rights  of  Mtfn. 

Refolved,  That  this  Society  will  contribute  its  utmoft  ud  to- 
wards fupporting  the  rights  of  the  nation. 

^r,  London,  May  i8th,  1792. 

The  honourable  patronage  which  the  Society  for  ConftitutionTal 
Information  has  rejkeatedly  gii^n  to  the  works,  indtuled  *<  Rights 
of  Man,'*  renders  it  incumbent  on  me  to  commanicate  to  th«m 
whatever  relates  to  the  piogrefs  of  thofe  works* 

A  great  munber  of  letters,  from  irarions  parts  of  the  country, 
have  come  to  me,  exprefinj^  an  earneft  defire  that  the  Firft  and 
^Second  Parts  of  **  Rights  of  Man"  could  be  rendered  more  ge« 
aerally  nfefal,  by  printing  them  in  a  cheaper  manner  than  they 
have  hitherto  been :  as  thofe  requefb  were  from  perfons  to  whom 
the  parchafe  at  the  prefent  price  was  inconvenient,  I  took  tho 
proper  means  for  complying  with  their  reqneft. 

I  am  fince  informed  that  the  miniftry  intend  bringing  a  profe- 
Ctttion ;  and  as  a  nation  (as  well  the  poor  as  the  rich)  has  a  righi 
to  know  what  any  works  are  that  are  made  the  fabjefl  of  a  pro- 
fectttion,  the  getting  oat  a  cheap  edition  is,  I  conceive,  rendered 
more  neceflary  than  before,  as  a  means  towards  fupporting  that 
right;— and  I  have  the  pleafure  of  informing  the  iociety  that  f 
am  proceeding  with  t^e  work* 

lam.  Sec. 

THOMAS  PAINE. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  for 
Conftitational  Information. 

The  fociety  took  into  confideratioa  the  contents  of  the  afore- 
faid  letter,  and  came  to  the  following  Refolutions : 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  given  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Paine,  for  the  communication  he  has  made,  and  for 
the  patriotic  difintereftednefs  mariFefted  therein. 

Refolved,  That  this  fociety  will  contribute  its  utmoft  aid  to- 
wards fupporting  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs,  and  him  who  has  fo  ciTentially  and  fuccefsfally  con- 
tributed to  both. 

Refolved,  That  the  right  of  inveftigating  principles  and  fyfteras 
of  government  is  one  of  thefe  rights;  and  that  the  warks  of  any 
author,  which  cannot  be  refuted  by  reafon,  cannot,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  good  government  or  of  common  fenfe,  be  made  the 
fttbjeft  of  a  profecution. 

Refolved,  That  the  exceffive  uxes  which  this  country  pays, 
being  now  feventeen  millions  annually,  give  an  additional  mo- 
tive for  the  exeicife  of  this  right,  and  render  it  at  the  fame  time 

q  2  a  more 
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a  more  imnediate  duty  tlie  aatioa  <ovite«  tfi^ntMff  to'emer  npoa 
and  proqiote  all  foch  iavcftigadoas. 

Refolvad,  That  a  comautiae  be  appointed  to  enqoire  iato  the 
mmoar  of  die  above-nentioaed  profeoation  t  and  to  jtport  Aon- 
on  to  the  focietv  at  iu  next  mee^ng. 

RefolTcd,  That  a  copv  of  Mr.  Paine's  Letter,  together  with 
thefe  reiblattons»  be  trapijnitted  to  all  the  aflbdated  fpcktiea  ia 
town  and  country ;  and  that  this  fixiety  do  coagratolate  them  <m 
the  firm  and  orderly  fpuit»  and  tranqoil  perfieTerance,  manifeAod 
in  ali  their  proceedings,  and  eidiort  them  to  a  faady  ooatiiunDCC 
therein. 

RefolTedy  That  3,000  copies  of  the  above  Letter  and  Rdblii* 
dons  be  printed,  for  the  ufe  of  this  fociety. 

At  a  Meeting,  25th  May  170a. 

Refolved,  That  6,000  more  copies  of  the  bills  dkeAed  at  t]i« 
laft  meedng  be  prifktcd :  that  100  be  fent  to  each  of  Urn  twelve 
aflhriated  members  of  the  Sheffield  Conftitational  Societiee;  too 
to  each  of  the  twelve  aflbciated  members  of  the  Norwich  Con- 
^ttttional  Society;  aoo  to  each  of  the  other  focieties  corref- 
fMonding  with  this  ibciety ;  200  to  Derby ;  and  aoo  to  the  So. 
ciety  at  Belpsr. 

Read  a  paper  called  a  Proclamation,  dated  the  aift  inftant,  for 
fuppreiling  feditious  pablications. 

The  fodety  came  to  feveral  refolutions  on  this  proclamation ; 
the  laft  of  which  is. 

That  the  monftrons  enormity  and  grievance  of  the  prefent  na« 
tional  debt ; 

The  grievous  oppreflldn  of  feventeen  millions  annually  of 
taxes; 

The  fcandalons  duration  of  parliaments  for  feven  years ; 

Private  proprietors  of  boroughs,  falfely  pretendbg  to  be,  and 
really  ading  as,  Reprefcntatives  of  the  People ; 

Judges  claiming  in  all  cafes,  and  under  all  circumfiances,  the 
determination  of  the  criminality  or  innocence  of  any  ad,  ezcla* 
fively  of  the  jury ;  expeniive  armaments,  and  menacing  procla- 
mations and  encampments  in  time  of  a  profound  peace : 

Thefe  things  we  cannot  believe  either  wife  or  wholefome ;  and 
we  declare  it  to  be  a  fatal  omii&on,  at  the  time  of  tl^e  revolmton, 
that  thefe  things  were  not  (uificiencly  guarded  againft ;  and  we 
feel  it  our  dfeity,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  to  obtain  a  full  and 
fair  reprcfentation  of  the  people,  which  we  hold  to  be  the  only 
efFedual  fecurity  for  their  rights,  liberties,  and  property,  and  to 
be  the  only  meafure  that  can  produce,  **  that  due  fubmiffion  to 
the  laws,  and  that  juil  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  wiidom 
of  parliament,"  which  are  declared  in  the  faid  paper,  caUed  a 
proclamation,  to  be  "  the  chief  caufes  (under  Providence)  of  the 
wealth,  the  bappinefs,  and  the  profperity  of  the  kin|;dom." 

Read  a  communication  firom  the  London  Correiponding  So- 
ciety, as  follows : 
Sir, 
^  By  diref^lon  of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Correfpondiog  So- 
ciety, I  haA'c  the  honour  of  eadofing  to  you  a  copy  of  their  ad- 

dreft 
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drefs  and  regnlatioiis,  which  I  reqneft  you  will  communicate  to 
the  Cottfticutional  Society. 

Ianitraly>  Sir, 

y our  mod  obeclient  and         « 
Bell,  Exeter  Street,  very  humble  fcrvant. 

May  24th,  1792.  -*— •  -*—  Secretary. 

To  the' Chairman  of  the 
ConlHttttioaal  Society. 
Refolded,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  returned  to  the 
London  Correfpo&ding  Society,  for  the  communication  which  it 
has  made  to  this  fociety  ;  and  that  the  farther  con  fide  ration  of  the 
faid  commnnicatioa  be  poftponed  to  the  ne;^  meeting  of  thii 
fociety. 

At  a  Meeting,  lil  Tune  1792. 
The  feeretary  reported  that  he  had  fent  1,200  of  the  printed 
bills  ordered  at  the  lad  meeting  to  the  Sheffield  donfticutibnal 
Society; — 1,200  to  Norwich  Conftitutional  Society; — to  the 
Southwark  ConHitutional  Society  200; — to  the  London  Corref- 
ponding  Society  2oo;«*to  a  perfon  to  be  forwarded  to  Derby  200; 
—to  the  Conftitutional  Whigs  200;— to  the  Society  at  fielpar 
200. . 

Refolved,  That  the  feeretary  do  fend  to  Birmingham  600  ;— 
to  the  Society  at  Aldgate  200; — to  Mancheiler  1,200; — to  Li- 
verpool 200;— -to  Cambridge  500; — and  400  to  [a  perfon]  to  be 
diilribated  among  the  Societies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glaf- 
gow. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Correfponding  Society  as  follows : 

Sir,  _  31ft  May,  1702. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  return  thanks  to  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutional  Information  for  the  commu'^ication  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine's  Letter  to  theao,  and  of  their  refoiutions  Tub- 
fequent  thereto. 

.  It  gives  us  infinite  fatisfa£^ioA  to  think  that  mankind  will  foon 
reap  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Paioe's  labours,  in  a  new  and  cheaper 
edition  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

We  arc,  however,  no  ways  furprifed  at  the  report  of  a  profe- 
cution  being  commenced  againft  his  works,  for,  by  the  dcdlrlne 
{ttbftitttted  for  law  in  England,  that  truth  ^onftitutes  the  libel, 
ihc  very  many  truths  in  both  volumes  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 
fender  them  completely  libelloas,  and  force  adminid ration,  per- 
haps againll  their  inclination,  to  fubmit  them  to  the  impartial  in- 
veftigation  of  competent  judges. 

His  majefty's  proclamation  next  engages  our  notice ;— after 
reading  it  with  great  attention,  we  difcard  an  idea  thrown  out  by 
ibme,  that  it  had  been  drawn  up  and  fent  forth  at  this  junflurcL 
with  a  view  of  raifing  unfavourable  prejudices  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  againft  Mr.  Paine,  or  his  works,  now  under  a  profccu- 
tion;  inafmuch  as  fuch  an  attempt,  if  it  could  be  proved,  would 
not  only  bear  malice  on  the  face  of  it,  but  would  likcwife  be  a 
moft  daring  violation  of  the  laws. 

We  arc  naorc  willing  to  di (cover  therein  his  majcfty's  great 
goodneis  of  heart  and  paternal  care,  anticipating  our  warmeft 

WluiCS, 
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wiilict»  giving  the  greateft  encoongcmeiit  to  our  dUfereat  Ibcse* 
ties,  and  holding  forth  the  fame  ftrong  defire  with  n%  tf  Mdmg 
fy  the  c9M/litMtion  im  its  fun  mid  umcvrruufiaU^  ^Ji».mnng  the  pmiii^ 
feaci  ami  fnffirityt  of  fnfiroing  to  ALL  thtfwU  emfprnemi  ofiimr 
rights  mmd  litertsMS^  hdth  reHgiws  wui  civil;  and  ieeming  in  6A  to 
encoarage  them  ander  the  moft  ferioaa  confideratimr  of  their  mmm 
mMifare  and  thmt  rf  their  pe/trnt^^  to  join  aft»  and  unite  their  en* 
deavoart  with  ottrt  im  gssarMmg  agmifi  oil  attissifts,  mimissg  m  ibe 
fahverjhm  rf  nsthoUftsiu  smd  re^Ur  govermsmwi^  and  te  i^nwr^ie  mmd 
refrejst  f  :he  utmofi  of  their  pmsstr,  mil  froceedisigs  temdimg  t9  froimt* 
ri^ts  and  tumults. 

Oar  ends. being  thus  nncontroTertibly  the  fame«  and  thereby 
enjoying  the  royal  fan£tion»  «^  imagine  that  in  ezerdfing  oar 
right  of  meeting,  when  and  w^erc  we  pleafe,  of  canvaffin^  fnck 
rabjeds  at  we  Sbink  proper,  of  iaftrading  our  fellow  ciasens. 
and  of  uniting  our  eBoeavonrs  to  obtain  a  ^perfeA  reprefientadon 
in  parliament,  we  are  taking  the  trueft  method  of  fecuriog  to  our- 
felvcs  and  our  pofierity  all  the  Ueflinga  of  liberty  and  peace. 

Yielding  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Infbraiation,  both 
in  priority  oi  inflittttion»  and  in  greatnefs  of  abilities,  we  yet  put 
in  our  claim  for  equality  of  zeal  towards  the  public  good*  and 
%xm  determination  to  obtain  it. 

We  are,  lee. 

Chatrman. 

*— •  — —  Secretary. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Sodety  for 
Conftitutional  Information 

Ordered,  That  the  iaid  letter  be  fmbliflied  in  fuch  newfpipera 
as  wiU  receive  the  advertifcments  of  thb  fociety. 

Reiblved,  That  an  open  committee  do  take  into  confideratiott 
Paine's  Letter,  and  have  power  to  tranfinit  copies  to  the  difterena 
Correfponding  Societies. 

6,000  copies  of  the  refolu:tOBt  relative  to  the  prodamatkm  to 
be  printed,  and  ient  to  the  different  Correfponding  Societies. 
At  a  Meeting,  15th  June  1792. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Correfoonding  Society,  flating* 
that  they  had  opened  a  fubfeription  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Pai»e» 
and  that  they  wifhed  fix  of  their  members  might  be  ailbciated 
with  this  fociety. 

Ordered*  That  the  fecretary  be  defired  to  inform  the  fecrctary 
of  the  London  Correfponding  Sodety*  that  this  fociety  received 
their  prooofal  with  pleafare ;  knd  are  «villin£  to  admit  inch  fix  of 
the  members  whom  they  (hall  nominatet  to  be  aiTociated  members 
of  this  fociety. 

Refolved,  That  a  fubfeription  be  opened  in  this  fodety  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  Author  of  The  Righu  of  Man. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  London  Correfponding  Sode- 
ty, and  the  two  latt  refolutions,  be  publilhed  in  the  newfpapers* 

Refolved,  That  12,000  copies  <^  Mr.  Paine's  Letter  to  Mr* 
Secretary  Dundas,  be  printed  by  this  fociety,  for  the  pnrpofe  of 
being  tranfmitted  to  our  correipondenu  throrghout  Great  Brti* 
tain ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appdnted  to  direct  the  fame. 

A 
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At  a  Meeting,  226  Jnne  1792. 
A  member  reported  that  an  information  was  filed  againft  Mr. 
Paine*  for  his  publication  of  The  Rights  of  Man. 

Ordered,  That  the  fubfcription  entered  into  for  the  benefit  of 

Mr.  Thomas  Paine  be  entered  in  a  feparate  part  of  the  book* 

and  kept  open  for  the  members  of  this  focietjr. 

At  a  Meeting,  29th  June  1792. 

The  committee  repon  a  plan  of  diftribntion  of  the  12.000 

copies  of  Mr.  Paine's  Letter  to  Mr.  Dundas ;  which  b  adopted. 

At  a  Meeting,  6th  July  1792. 
Read  Letter  from  the  Secretarjr  to  the  Li>adon  Correfpondii^ 
Society. 
Sir, 
In  the  name  of  the  London  CorrefponJing  Society,  I  havf'to 
return  thanks  to  the  Society  for  Conftitntional  Information  for 
their  prefentof  200  copies  of  their  refolutions  refpedling  the  king's 
proclamation,  as  alfo  for  the  200  copies  of  Mr.  Paine*s  Letter* 
&c— Likewife  Mr.  Painc's  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dnndas  ;*• 
by  care  in  the  diftribntion  of  them,  thofe  600  papers  flull  be  fecn 
by  as  manv  thoufand  perfons. 

We  fina  ourfel ves  highly  faroured  by  your  r^adine(s  to  admit  fix 
of  our  members  among  yon ;  I  am  directed  to  forward  to  you  the 
following  fix  names  as  the  perfons  chofen  by  onr  fociety  for  that 
konourame  pnrpofe;  our  fenfe  of  the  favour  fo  conferred  will 
be  beft  exprefled  by  their  clofe  attendance  at  your  tnftru6li?e 
meetings,  and  confunt  endeaTOurs  to  forward  the  fO  beneficial 
and  fo  fflttoh  Wanted  reform  of  parliamentary  reprefentation. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  great  refpeA, 
July  6,  1792.  Your  very  humble  femnt* 

— —  —  Secretary. 
A  deputation  from  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  Soudiwaik« 
•B  the  fdbjed^  of  the  dinner  of  14th  Jtily,  attended. 

On  a  motion  to  dine  with  them,  the  prenous  qaeflioB  pwt, 
and  carried. 

At  a  Meeting,  15th  July  1792. 
The  fix  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  London  Correfponding 
Scdety,  unanimoully  eleOed. 
The  fociety  to  dine  at  the  Shakefpeare  the  14th  of  Jnly. 
At  a  Meeting  28th  September  1792. 
Read  a  Letter  from  the  London  Correfponding  Sodety,  ta  the 
Secretary. 
Sir, 
^  The  London  Correfponding  Society  havinjr  taken  the  refola* 
don  of  tranfmitting  to  the  French  National  Convention  an  Ad- 
dreis  (figned  by  all  the  members,  or  by  the  different  delegates, 
each  ikating  for  how  many  members  he  figns)  to  affure  that  fnf* 
fenng  nation  that  we  fympathife  with  them  in  their  misfortunes— 
that  we  view  their  exertions  with  admiratbn— that  we  wifh  to  give 
them  all  fuch  countenance  and  fupport  as  individuals  unfupported 
md  oppreficd  themfelves  can  afford— md  that  (hould  thofe  in 
4  power 
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power  here  dare  (in  vioUdon  of  the  natioa'fe  pieced  tdth  of 
Beutrality,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  well-knowii  icntunenu  of  the 
]>eople  at  large)  to  join  the  Getoian  band  of  defpots  anited  a^ainft 
liberty^  we  difclaim  all  concurrence  therein,  and  will,  to  a  inaQ« 
exert  every  juflifiable  aieani  for  coonteraAing  their  raachinarimf 
againft  the  freedom  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

I  am  ordered  by  the  committee  to  acqoasnc  the  Society  far 
Conftitntional  Information  therewith,  in  order  to  be  hivoared 
with  their  opinion  thereon,  and  in  hopes  that  if  they  a|>prov€  tke 
idea,  and  recommend  its  adoption  to  the  different  fodeties,  die 
publication  of  fuch  a  rcfpediable  nomber  of  real  names  will  greatly 
check  the  hoftile  meafores  which  might  otherwife  be  pat  in  executioa. 
I  ain»  with  great  refped. 
Dear  Sir* 
London,  aifi  Sept.  1792*  Your  very  homble  fenrant, 

—  -—  Secretary. 

Refdved,  That  the  fecretary  exprefs  the  thanks  of  this  fociety 
to  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  for  their  cooununication  ; 
and  acquaint  them  that  this  fociety  do  highly  approve  of  their 
intention. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  leuer  be  read  at  the  next  meeting:* 
§0T  the  purpofe  of  confidering  of  publiihing  the  faiae* 
At  a  Meeting,  5th  Odobcr  1792. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  the  Correfponding  Society  ca« 
ured  on  the  minutes  of  the  laft  meeting,  together  with  the  reib« 
Itttion  af  the  fociecy  thereon,  be  publimed  in  the  ncwfpapers. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  ConfUtntional  Whigs  independent,  aod 
Friends  of  the  Feople,  accompanied  with  fifty  copies  of  a  letter 
tranfmitted  to  them  from  the  Friends  of  Freedom  at  Cherbourg. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecreury  return  the  thanks  of  this  ibciety 
to  the  ConiUtutional  Whigs,  for  their  communication* 
At  a  Meeting,  lath  Oiftober  1792. 

Read  Mr.  Barlow's  Letter  to  the  National  ConventioB  of 
France,  on  the  defeds  of  the  Conftitation  of  1701,  and  theex* 
tent  of  the  amendments  which  ought  to  be  applira. 

Refolved,  That  .        be  requefted  to  draw  up  an  anfwer 

to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barlow,  read  at  the  laft  meeting,  expreiSog 
how  much  pride  this  fociety  feel  at  having  clewed  him  an  honorary 
member. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  be  diredled  to  tranfmit  a  copy 
of  the  Argtts  of  to-morrow  to  each  of  the  members  of  this  Ibciety. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Corirfponding  Society,  with  aa 
indofed  Addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  France. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  3d  inSant,  informing  as  that  our  propofal 
for  addreiEng  the  French  National  Convention  had  met  with  the 
Itpprcbation  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information;  we 
have  enclofod  you  a  copy  of  the  addrefs  we  have  drawn  op  and 
mean  to  fend,  the  fociety  at  large  having  approved  of  it. 

Not  in  the  leaft  prefuraing  to  propofe  it  for  the  adoption  of  yonr 
fodety,  ourfelves  will  joyfully  throw  it  afide,  and  as  readily  fub- 
fcribc  to  any  produdion  of  yours  boner  calculated  to  anfwer  the 

purpofe. 
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mrpofe,  and  l^s  unworthy  being  prefented  to  fo  aaguft  an  af- 
tcmbly. 

Should  no  other  be  produced,  we  imagine  this  plain  bat  honefl 
jaddrefi  will  be  adopted  by  fome  other  focieties,  in  concarrence 
yvixh  our  own,  and,  refpeAing  the  manner  of  iignipg,  of  con- 
ireyif^g,  and  of  prefenting  itj  yoiir  better  experienced  advice  will 
greatly  oblige,  gentleioen. 

JOVLT  very  humble  fervant,  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  Correfponding 
Society^ 
MAU^C^  MARCAROT,  Chairmao. 
Tharfday,  iithOd.  tjg^^  ■    Soc> 

Frenchmen, 
While  Foreign  robbers  are  ravaging  voar  territories  under  the 
fpecions  pretext  of  juftice,  cruelty  and  aefolation  leading  on  their 
van,  perfidy  with  treachery  bringing  up  their  rear,  yet  mercy  and 
friendihin  impudently  held  forth  to  the  world  as  the  fole  motives 
of  their  incuriions,  the  opprefTed  part  of  mankind,  forgetting  for 
a  while  their  own  fufferings,  feel  only  for  yours,  and  with  an  anxi- 
ous eye  watch  the  event,  fervently  fupplicating  the  Almighty 
Ruler  of  the  univerfe  to  be  favourable  to  your  caufe,  fo  intimately 
blended  with  their  own.  Frowned  upon  by  anoppreflive  fyflem  q[ 
controul,  whofe  gradual  but  continued  encroachments  have  deprived 
this  nation  of  nearly  all  its  boafted  liberty,  and  brought  us  almoft 
to  that  abjeft  itate  of  flavery  from  which  you  have  fo  emerged* 
6vt  thonfand  BritiHi  citisens,  indignant,  manfully  ilep  forth  to 
refcue  their  country  from  the  opprobium  brought  upon  it  by  the 
fupine  condudi  of  thofe  in  power ;  they  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty 
•f  Britons  to  countenance  and  affifl,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power* 
the  champions  of  human  happinefs,  and  to  (wear  to  a  nation  pro- 
ceeding on  the  plan  you  have  adopted,  an  inviolable  friendlhip; 
facred  from  this  day  be  that  friendihip  between  us,  and  may 
vengeance  to  the  uttermoft  overtake  the  man  who,  hereafter*  ihall 
attempt  to  caufe  a  rupture. 

Though  we  appear  fo  fow  at  prefent,  be  afliired.  Frenchmen* 
that  our  number  increafes  daily.  It  is  true*  that  the  ftern  uplifted 
arm  of  authority  at  prefent  keeps  back  the  timid ;  that  bufily  cir- 
culated impoftures  nourly  miilead  the  credulous ;  and  that  court 
intimacy  with  avowed  French  traitors  has  fome  effed  on  the  un-* 
wary  and  on  the  ambitious ;  but  with  certainty  we  can  inform  you^ 
friends  and  freemen,  that  information  makes  a  rapid  progrefa 
amoii|;  us ;  curiofity  has  taken  poiTeflibn  of  the  public  mind ;  the 
conjoint  reign  of  ignorance  and  defpotifm  paiTes  away ;  men  now 
afk  each  other  what  is  freedom,  what  are  our  rights  ?  Frenchmen, 
you  are  already  free,  and  Britons  are  prepanng  to  become  fo^ 
Calling  far  from  us  the  criminal  prejudices  artfuTiy  inculcated  bf 
evil  minded  men  and  wily  courtiers,  we,  inftead  of  natural  ene- 
mies, at  length  difcover  in  Frenchmen  our  fellow  citizens  of  the 
world,  and  our  brethem  by  the  fame  Heavenly  Father^  who  creat- 
ed us  for  the  purpofe  of  loving  and  mutually  affifting  each  other* 
bnt  not  to  hatcj  and  to  be  ever  ready  to  cut  each  others  throau  at 
Wq^.  IV,  f  ^ 
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the  cofpnaiid  of  weak  and  anbitioiit  kbgt  uA  corm 
—Seeking  oar  real  eDemiet,  we  find  them  in  oar  boioms,  ipe  itA 
oarfdres  inwaidlir  torn  by,  and  ever  the  vidians  of  a  leflleli  amjT 
all  confamine  arwocracy,  hitherto  the  baoe  of  every  natioo  under] 
the  fan*    Wifely  have  yoo  aAed  in  expelling  it  from  Fnuice. 

Warm  at  oarwiihct  arefbryoar  faccefs»  eafer  as  we  are  to  be- 
kold  freedom  triumphant,  and  man  every  where  reftored  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  jaft  rights,  a  iSenfe  of  our  doty  as  orderly  ciriagga 
forbids  oor  flying  in  arms  to  yoor  affiftance ;  oar  govenunent  h^M 

C edged  the  Nauonal  Fauth  to  remun  neutral— in  a  ftmggle  of  Ix« 
>rty  agunft  defpotUip  Britons  remain  neatral  I  O  fhame  !  Bat 
we  have  entrafted  onr  Kins  with  difcretionary  powers,  we  them- 
fcre  mat  obey,— our  han£  are  boand«  bat  par  hearts  n^  free^ 
and  tbev  are  with  yon. 

Let  German  deipots  aft  as  they  pleaie*  we  iUall  rejmoe  nt  tlieir 
HWm  compaffionating  however  their  enflaved  fobjeAs.  We  liope 
this  tyranny  of  their  mafters  w31  prove  the  means  of  re-inftnciag» 
in  the  foil  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  libertiesj  milliooa  of  on? 
fellow  cieatures/ 

With  unconcern,  therefore,  we  view  the  eleAor  of  Hapover  joiii 
his  troops  to  traitors  and  robbers«^at  the  King  of  Great- Britaun 
will  do  well  to  remember  that  this  country  is  not  Hanoveiw-iho«I4 
he  fbreet  this  diftinAion  we  will  not. 

While  yoo  enjoy  the  envied  glory^  of  being  the  anaided  delend* 
tr$  of  fire^om,  We  fondly  anticipate  in  idea,  uie  numeroos  bleffinn 
mankind  will  enjoy.     If  yoa  fucceed,  as  we  aidently  wi(h,  the  tn« 

fie  alliance  (not  of  crowns,  but)  of  the  p^ple  of  America, 
ranee,  and  Britain,  will  ^ive  freedom  to  Europe,  and  peace  to 
the  whole  world.  Dear  fhendsi  you  combat  fbr  the  advantage  of 
the  human  race— How  well  pnrcWed  will  be,  though  at  the  er* 
pfnce  of  much  blood,  the  glorious  unprecedented  privilege  of  iay^ 
ing  mankind  is  free^-Tyrants  and  tymnny  are  no  moreT-*Peaco 
reigns  on  the  earth,  and  this  is  the  work  of  Frenchmen. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fodety  be  given  to  the 
London  Correfponding  Society  fer  the  above  addreis,  tranfinittecl 
by  them;  and  that  the  fecretary  acquaint  them  this  fociety  dq 
highly  approve  of  the  fpirit  of  the^ime. 

At  a  meeting  19th  Odober,  ifgt,  an  anfwerto  Tod  Barlow^ 

prepared  by :  was  produced,  read,  approvedj  fnd,  wit]| 

his  letter  ordered  to  be  publiihed. 

A  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  delegates  of  the  Loa^ 
don  Correfponding  Society,  on  an  addrefs  to' the  NaTipiuil  Con^ 
vention  of  France. 

At  a  meeting  26th  Oaober,  1792,  the  fecreury  read  the  icport 
of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  laft  n^eeting. 

Refolved*  ift.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tfiis  committee,  diq 
purpofe  of  the  4ddrefi  drawn  up  by  the  London  Correfponding 
Soaety  will  be  much  better  an(wered  by  feparate  addrefles  hoai 
the  different  focietfes,  than  by  one  joint  addrefs. 

ad.  That  the  commictee ,  for  that  leafon,  do  nai  recommend  st 
€$mcurreMCi  with  the  London  Cprrefoonding  Society  in  the  piefcaJ 
tlumoofajciinta4drefS|  ^        f  '  r      -tt       f 
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3d,  That  the  committeey  warmly  approying  the  prindples  and 
fpirit  of  the  addrcfs  from  the  Lofadon  Correfponding  Society,  re* 
commemd  the  fociety  to  follow  fo  laudable  an  example. 

4th,  That  it  18  the  opimoii  of  this  committee,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  fociety  are  dtte  to  the  gentlemen  delegates  from  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  for  their  pandtual  attendance,  and  for  the 
able  and  candid  manner  in  which  they  affifled  ih  difcalling  the  fub* 
jfcA  of  the  conference. 

Read  a  letter,  with  its  enclofure,  from  the  editor  of  the  patriot, 
at  Sheffield. 

The  letter  itfelf  complabs  of  the  Confthntional  Society  for  not 
anfwering  a  former  letter,  and  endofes  a  letter  from  the  editor  to 
a  fociety  at  Stockport,  which  fociety  the  writer  recommends  to  the 
attention  and  protedion  of  the  ConflittitioQal  Society .-*The  fol- 
lowing are  extracts  from  the  inclofure. 

It  only  remains  then  for  us,  feeing  the  great  and  innamerable 
difficulties,  we  huve  to  encounter,  to  call  about  for  the  moft  likely 
suid  proper  means  and  weapons  by  which  to  defend  oarfeives,  and 
to  forward  and  fupport  fuch  meafures  as  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
{^nrfne;  and  on  this  head,  my  good  Sir,  permit  me  to  imprtfs  it 
on  the  minds  of  your  fociety,  that  reafon,  imperial  reafcn,  mnft 
ever  be  our  geaeraliifimo  or  cbmmandcr  in  chief;  when  I  fay  this^ 
I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  art  muft  be  fecond  in  command.  By  the 
word  "  art"  I  do  not  mean  low  craft  or  cunning,  but  that  mode  of 
ikpplication  of  our  reafon  and  arguments  on  different  men  and  on 
different  occafions,  which  only  a  confiderable  degree  of  ftudy,  and 
^radical  knowledge  alfo  of  men  and  nlanners,  can  ever  furnifh  os 
Mth.  (o  as  to  make  ui  proficients. 

Allow  me  then  to  obferve  to  you.  Sir,  that  I  perfe^y  coincide 
with  von  in  opinion  with  regard  to  the  different  focieties  appoint* 
ing  delegates  to  go  into  the  different  villages  and  country  placea 
for  die  purpofe  of  informing  their  minds,  and  roufing  them  from 
the  lethargy  in  which  they  fecm  plunged— i  have  already  com- 
municated the  fame  idea  to  the  London  Confticutional  and  Corref- 
ponding Societies,  and  to  thc^e  of  Norwich  and  Mancheffer,  and 
I  hope  it  will  (bon  be  univeriidly  adopted  b^  every  one  But  the 
^and  obje^  to  be  attended  to  on  this  head  is  the  choice  of  men  to 
DC  appointed  ;  a  negleA  of  this  kind  had  like  to  have  had  very 
aukward  confe^uences  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  if  not  immedi- 
ately checked  would  have  injured  the  caufe  of  freedom  very 
greatly ;  infinite  care  and  drciunipedion  will  thereof  be  neceflar/ 
on  this  head. 

As  I  am  on  the  fubjedt,  penhit  me  to  fuggeft  to  thofe  members 
bf  your  fociety  who  may  undertake  this  arduous  but  honourable 
and  praife-worth^jT  taflt,  that  th^  dmnot  be  too  cautious  in  their 
mode  of  proceedings— The  minds  of  men»  for  the  wiieft  nnd  bed 
]»urpofes,  are  formed  by  the  Great  Creator  as  various  and  unlike 
each  other  as  their  faces*  and  their  paffiont  reign  over  each  with 
the  fame  uncertain  and  variegat^  fway ;  and  in  the  lame  '«>«nef 
that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  (one  of  the  elders  and  fathers  of  cor* 
ruption)  very  juftly  obferved  that  every  man  hat  his  price  in  tka 
way  of  bong  bought^  fo  we  may  fairly  apply  the  ftiiie  maxim  ta 
T  z 


fS  APPENDIX  TO  THE  SECOND  REPQE^  OP 

mankind  in  general  in  the  article  of  perfaafiony  and  the  dcjctefoo* 
method  of  bringing  them  from  wrong  opinions  they  may  hmwc 
formed,  or  prejimicei  they  may  have  imbibed,  by  an  attentive  ob- 
fervation  of  their  interest  ual  facalties^  and  that  leading  paffion  of 
the  foul  which  governs  the  main  fpring  of  their' moft  material  ac« 
tioni. 

For  example^  the  generality  of  farmers  in  this  coanty  and  I«aa« 
cafliire  are  at  ignorant  as  the  brates  they  ride  to  market,  and  fSm 
abforbed  in  the  fordid  idea  oigittmr^  that  provided  they  can  keep 
np  the  prices  of  grain,  cattle,  &c.  lo  as  to  anfwer  their  landlords* 
and  pay  their  taxej,  however  enormous^  they  are  too  fluggiih  and 
indolent  to  think  about  reforms,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind  ;  yet 
there  is  one  firing  about  their  hearts,  wluch,  being  fkilfuUy  touch- 
ed, will  make  them  dance  to  any  tune,  and  move  to  any  meafore. 
This  is  the  fubjed  of  tjihes ;  and  why  does  it  touch  them  ?    why» 
Sir,  becanfe  it  it  within  the  (cope  of  their  limited  capKity — ^ino- 
rant  as  they  are  in  other  matters,  they  fee  and  pungently  leeTtke 
weight  of  this  baneful  and  unjuft  devonrer  of  all  their  impioTc- 
ments  in  agriculture  and  hufbandry;  and,  I  believe,  did.everytax 
operate  in  the  fane  viiible  degree  which  this  impoiition  does»  i 
fiear  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  idea  of  taxation  oeing  fobmltted 
to  at  all.    Indeed,  as  taxes  are  laid  on  at  prefent  by  thofe  who  do 
not  reprefent  us,  the  taxation  is  neither  more  nor  left  than  lob^ 
bery,  a  fubmif&on  to  it,  flavery, 

fiut  to  return  to  my  fubje^i :  Im  the  fami  mamier  that  a  furmtr 
wutf  hi  rovfid  fy  the  mmtion  cf  tythes^  the  fioemaken  mety  iy  the  txeef^ 
five  diomtfi  of  leather t  the  itm'kteper  hy  the  munerons  and  wmueffary 
fieuuUng  army^  and  ALL  hy  a  temperate  and  di/pajponate  relation  of  the 
imtntnfe  number  of  fintcwre  places  and  ufelefs  ojiees^  in  which  the  cor- 
rupt and  proftitute  favourities,  agents,  and  dependants  of  the  rich, 
and  great  riot  in  the  fpoils  and  plunder  wrcfted  from  the  fweat  of 
the  brow,  and  continual  labour  of  body,  of  the  hufbandman,  the 
mechanic,  the  labourer,  and  the  artificer.     It  is  by  no  means  a 
difficult  matter  to  raife  general  indignation  at  the  idea  of  fo  fmall 
a  comparative  number  of  ufelefs,  idle,  and  profligate  Drona  fuck- 
ing and  fquandering  away  the  honey  produced  by  fiich  iinmenfe 
numbers  of  hard  tculng  and  indu(lrious  Bees.    If  you  (for  I  am 
certain  you  will  be  one  of  the  mofl  adlive  of  thefe  delegates)  meet 
with  men  who  have  violent  prejudices  in  favour  of  any  ohuft  or 
forty ^  never  attack  thofe  prejudices  SrcSily^  for  that  will  only  en- 
ilame  and  confirm  them  the  more;  pafs  them  over  for  the  prefeat* 
and  engage  their  attention  towards  fomething  elfe,  in  which  the/ 
will  liften  with  a  lefs  degree  of  apprehenfion  of  being  attacked  in 
a  favourite  point ;  once  gain  their  good  opinion,  and  open  theb 
eyes  to  one  evil,  they  will  be  more  ready  to  hear  you  on  others^ 
till  at  laft  the  favoured  objeft  by  which  their  tytit  were  jaondiced 
will  appear  in  its  true  colours,  and  fall  before  your  arguments  like 
all  the  rcfl. 

There  is  one  thing  above  all  others  which  requires  to  he  parti- 

colarly  att^ded  to,  and  that  is,  to  endeavour  to  undeceive  the 

'  mafs  of  people  with  refbed  to  thofe  falfehoods  which  have  been 

iadttibioully  propagatea  by  the  eocmics  to  a  reform^  unorder  to 
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1>lipi3>  delude^  aod  terrify  all  r^vks  of  people  who  are  any  way  in- 
dependent*  or  pofleiied  of  property*  One  of  thefe  faifehoodt  ia 
^'  that  the  advocates  of  reform  wifh  to  introduce  a  levelliiig 
fcheaBe,  or  an  equal  partition  of  property."  Thxi  aiarnis  the  far- 
Mi^rs,  and  indeed  all  cUiTes  of  men,  who  by  their  indaftry,  or  other 
adventitious  circumdances,  are  poiTefled  of  the  goods  of  this  world« 
So  many  vile  minifterial  prints  as  have  propagated  this  dodrine* 
aided  and  affifted  by  the  private  reprefenutions,  or  rather  mifre- 
prefentations,  of  the  clergy,  and  other. tools  of  government,  and  of 
privileged  orders,  have  had  a  very  wonderful  and  baneful  cfEeGk 
on  the  multitude,  and  have  ftamped  a  dread  of  reform  on  the  minda 
of  many  that  I  know,  whofe  fituations  in  life  would  induce  obiQ 
reafonably  to  fuppofe  it  impoflible  fo  completely  to  impo(e  opoii 
themr  however,  it  always  has  been  the  cafe,  that  fajfehoods  boidly 
Uttered  may  prevail  for  a  time,  but  mud  be  overwhelmed  in  chio 
end  by  the  bright  and  facred  energies  of  truth* 

To  explain  this  matter,  and  many  others,  properly,  will  reqoiro 
{reat  coolnefs,  moderation,  and  patience.  I  have  found  tke  fol'* 
k)wing  method  anfwer  beft :  *'  Do  you  koow  fuch  a  gentleman  V* 
naping  fome  one  of  large  property  and  good  charader  in  tho 
neighbourhood,  who  is  known  to  be  a  friend  to  a  reform.  <'  Yes." 
^-"  Well,  and  do  you  fuppofe  that  he  would  promote  a  fcheaw 
that  would  occaiion  and  oblige  him  to  part  with  that  property -he 
poifefTes,  in  order  for  it  to  be  divided  amongft  AzAsigcn  whom  he 
never  faw  or  heard  of?"  •'  No."—"  Why  then  fliouJd  you  fulFer 
yourfelf  to  be  impofed  on  by  fuch  an  idle  tale,  fiabricated  and  cir« 
culated  for  the  purpofe  of  raiiing  a  dread  in  you  againd  thofe  more 
enlightened  of  your  fellow  ci{^zens  who  wiih  for  a  reform,  as  yoa 
would  did  you  lee  its  neceifity ;  a  dread  which  may  caofe  you  to 
(hut  your  eyes  upon  bppreflive  excife'  and  game  laws,  exorbitant 
tythes,  an  unnecefTary  ftanding  arny^  kept  on  foot  at  the  expeifce 
of  two  millions  and  an  half,  for  the  pfirpofes  of  influence  ana  cor- 
ruption ;  a  penfion  lift,  which  is  a  difgrace  to  the  government,  and 
%  Aigma  and  reproach  on  the  fpirit  and  prudence  of  the  nation  ; 
iinecure  places,  for  the  mere  pofTei&ng  of  which  hundreds  of  indi- 
viduals receive  thoufands  a  year  each  for  doing  nothing  at  all,  either 
for  the  public  firvUe  or  tbtir  own ;  in  (hort,  fuch  an  enormous  ac«- 
cumulatio% of  taxes,  and  lo  prodigal  an  expenditure  of  their  pro« 
ducej  as  no  nation  on  the  earth  ever  heard  of  or  fubmitted  to  be- 
fore. To  make  you  (hut  your  cyts,  and  continue  blind  to  thefe 
enormities,  thofe  idle  and  futile  tales  aie  villainoufly  difperfed 
abroad;  but  believe  them  not,  confult  your  own  reafon,  and  it 
will  ihew  you,  thac  there  is  a  palpable  lie  on  the  face  of  every  one 
of  them?"  Then  explain  the  nature,  aim,  and  end  of  your  {o^ 
ciety,  invite  them  to  attend  it,  and  to  judge  for  themfelve.s  If 
they  do  fo,  they  will  foon  aid  and  aflift  you,  by  adopting  iimilar. 
ones  in  their  feveral  neighbourhoods,  till  in  time  they  will  over- 
fpread  the  whole  furface  of  this  Seagirt  Ifle. 

At  pre&nt.  Sir,  1  will  not  trouble  you  further  on  the  fubjedl, 
which  I  now  quit  to  return  to  the  condufl  und  regulation  of  your 
own  fociety,  and  all  others  which  may  arife  hereafter ;  and  as  to 
themxl  think  the  Innkeepers  in  Stockport^  Manchefter,  &c.  have 

given 
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given  jrott  a  hint  and  leflbii  for  wbkk  ]rc»  ooght  to  dkem  ytntr^ 
Kbet  tor  ever  obliged  to  thenu  I  own  chcir  infolenoe  and  ^"^Hti- 
Citv  in  proceedag  at  they  have  done  it  beyond  ejonpie.  boc  only^ 
dewnring  of  €0Dteai|i&— at  fucht  leave  them  to  tbeafelves.  Pvfe»-- 
Bc  honfea  were  never  worthy  of  receiving  fuch  gnefb,  whole  CiciiBd 


important  dnty  require  and  denuuid  to  be  performed  ii 
Sons  more  d»n.fied  and  refpedable.    Yoor  meetugs  fhould  be  mt 
the  hoofet otone another* io hononraUe  roudon;  and*  lo prevent ' 
Inconvenience  Irom  too  great  a  nomber,  not  more  ihan  ten  oc- 
twelve  at  the  mofi  ihoakf  compofe  a  frimmrf  or  diftrift  meeting-. 
More  membert  way  be  admined  in  each  diArid,  till  they  rench 
twenty  or  twenty-HMr*  aocordiog  to  the  number  f  xei  onp— but 
then  immediately  (hould  divide  into  two  dillrid  meetings.---Tlie 
feveral  diHridt  Ihoold  fend  each  one  membrr*  by  elediottj  to  s 
meeting  of  delegates,  and  chit  meeting  of  delegates  ihouid  eled 
ont  of  tneir  own  body  a  ctrtmm  number,  which  it  to  compofe  n  le«* 
left  committte.    Thit  feleft  committee  to  manage  the  correfeon* 
dence,  and  every  other  important  concern,  for  the  whole  of  the 
diftrids  in  any  town  or  pariih,  fubjed  always  to  the  revifion  ud 
approbation  of  the  diftnAt.     The  delegates  and  fdeft  committee 
to  be  chofen  only  for  t  limited  time;  before- the  expiration  of 
which  others  to  be  elefted  as  before,  from  the  dillrids,  to  fnp^/ 
their  places,  by  which  routions  every  member  would  in  time  be* 
come  qualified  to  be  a  delegate  and  a  U\tSi  committee  man,  though 
he  might  not  be  fo  on  hit  hrft  entrance  as  a  diftrid  member.  Theie 
are  only  hints,  on  which  you  may  improve  or  enlarge  as  much  an 
you  pleafe. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter  bo  taken  into  confideration  the 
firft  bulinefs  at  the  next  meeting. 

Refolved,  That  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  fodety  th^  do  con* 
fider  of  an  anfwer  to  the  Correfponding  Society,  on  the  fabjeft  of 
their  letter,  accompanying  their  addreis  to  the  National  Conven« 
tion. 

Refolved,  That  at  the  faid  meeung  the  fodety  do  attend  m  the 
example  of  the  London  Correfponding  Sodety,  and  oonfidcr  of  an 
addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  Prance. 

At  a  Meeting,  9th  November  1792. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  lall  meeting  to  prepare  an  ad« 
drefs  from  this  fociety  to  the  N  ational  Convention  of  France  made 
their  repo:  t,  and  produced  the  following  addreft  i  which  was  read 
and  aj^  roved. 

The  Society  for  Conftitntional  Information  in  Loadon  to 
the  National  Convention  in  France. 
Servantt  of  a  Soverdgn  people*  and  Benefaftort  of  maokin4» 

We  rejoice  that  yoor  revolution  has  arlived  at  that  point  of  per- 
feAion  which  will  permit  us  to  addrefs  you  by  this  title;  it  ii  the 
only  one  that  can  accord  with  the  charader  of  true  legiflators. 
Every  fuccelDve  epoch  in  your  affairs  has  added  fomechit;g  to  die 
triumphs  of  liberty  |  and  the  glorious  vidlory  of  the  loth  of  An* 
gull  has  finally  prepared  the  way»for  a  conllitution,  which  we  tnift 
you  will  eftabliin  on  the  bafis  of  reafon  and  nature. 

Confidering  the  mail  tf  ddufion  accumuUted  on  mankind  to 

obfciire 
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/obfcare  their  iniderftaiiditiffs»  yoa  cannot  be  aftonilhed  at  th^  op* 
liofitioQ  you  have  met  \>otk  mm  tvrants  and  from  flaves.  The 
mftnunent  ufed  againft  yon  by  each  of  thefe  daiTes  is  the  (ame; 
for  in  the  genealogy  of  human  miferies  ignorana  iiwat  once  ths 
parent  of  oppreffiou  and  the  child  of  fubmiffion. 

The  events  of  everv  day  are  proving  that  yoor  caufe  is  cheriih* 
cd  by  the  people  in  all  your  continental  vicinity  ;  that  a  majority 
of  each  of  thofe  natiors  are  your  real  friends,  whofe  governments  < 
have  tutored  them  into  apparent  foes,  and  that  the  only  wait  tp 
be  delivered  by  your  aims  from  the  dreaded  neceffity  of  fighting 
ligainft  theni. 

The  condition  of  Englilhmen  is  lefi  to  be  deplored— vhere  the 
Jiand  of  oppreffion  has  not  yet  ventured  completely  to  ravifli  the 
pen  from  <</,  nor  openly  to  point  the  fword  at jtm.  From  bo(bma 
burning  with  ardor  in  your  caufe  we  tender  you  our  wanneft 
wiflies  for  the  full  extent  of  its  pfogrefs  and  fuccefs.  It  is  indeed 
m  facred  caufe  \  we  cheriih  it  as  t£e  pledge  of  your  happinefs, 
0ur  natural  and  neartft  frunis^  and  we  rely  upon  it  as  the  Dond  of 
paternal  union  to  the  human  race,  in  which  union  our  own  nation 
will  furely  be  one  of  the  firft  to  concur* 

^  Our  Government  has  fBll  the  power,  and  perhaps  the  indina* 
lion,  to  employ  hirelings  to  contradi^  us ;  but  it  is  our  real 
ppinion  that  we  now  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  a  great  majority  of 
fhe  Englifh  nation.  The  people  here  are  wearied  with  impoftore, 
and  worn  out  with  war.  They  have  learned  to  refledt,  that  botJi 
Ihe  one  and  the  other  are  the  offspring  of  unnatural  Combinationa 
|n  Society,  as  relative  to  fyflems  of  government,  not  the  refult  of 
the  natural  temper  of  nations  as  relative  to  each  other's  hap^ 
pineis,  . 

Go  on,  Legiflators,  in  the  work  of  human  happinefs.  The  be* 
fiefits  will  in  part  be  our's,  but  the  glory  (hall  be  all  your  own— it 
is  the  reward  of  your  perfeverance ;  it  is  the  prize  of  virtue.  The 
jTparks  of  liberty  preferved  in  England  for  affes»  like  the  corufea- 
,  tions  of  the  northern  Aurora,  ferved  but  to  meW  the  darknefs  vifi« 
ble  in  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  luftre  of  the  American  Republic. 
Uke  an  effulgent  morning,  arofe  with  increaiing  vwour,  but  ftill 
too  diftant  to  enlightenf  our  hemifphere,  till  the  mlendor  of  the 
f  rench  Revolution  buft  forth  upon  the  nations  in  the  fdl  fervour 
pf  a  meridian  fun,  and  difplayed  in  the  midil  of  the  European 
the  piratical  refult  of  principles,  which  philofophy  had  fought  in 
(he  made  of  fpeculation,  and  which  experience  mnft  vitx^  where 
confirm.  It  difpels  the  clouds  of  prejudice  from  all  people,  re« 
veals  the  fecrets  of  all  df^fpqtiim,  and  creates  a  new  chara^er  in. 
wan. 

In  this  career  of  in^provement  your  example  will  be  (bon  lbl« 
lowed ;  fi»r  nations  rinng  from  their  lethargy,  wUl  re-dain  the 
|Lig])ts  of  M|p  with  a  voice  which  man  cannot  refift. 

Signed,  by  Order  of  the  Sodety, 
— .    ■  Chairman. 
Secretary. 

Reiblved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  the 
(ommitte  who  prepared  the  above  addrefs. 

Reiblved* 
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Refelred,  That  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Froft  be  deputed  by  AS9 
Society  to  prefent  the  addrefi  of  this  6ocietj  at  the  bar  of  tbe 
National  Convention  of  France. 

Refc^ved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  Mr.  Bu^^ 
low  and  Mr.  Fioft  for  accepting  the  above  deputation. 
At  a  Meeting,  30th  November  1792. 

Head  t  letter  from  Mr.  of  Lcicefter. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  write  to  Mr.  ^        audi 

acquaiot  him,  that  if  he' will  tranfmit  to  him  the  decfaradon  pro* 
voted  to  be  drawn  op  by  the  Leicefter  Society,  the  Secretary  will 
fay  the  fame  before  a  Commtlte  of  this  Society,  who  will  revife 
the  iame. 

Ordered,  That  the  declaration  wh"ch  fhall  be  fent  from  the 
Leicefter  Society  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpoadeoce* 
Ac  a  Meeting  the  i.|th  of  December. 

Re^d  a  printed  Addrcfs  from  Mancheller. 

Keloived,  That  the  faid  addrcfs  be  approved  for  publilhiog  in 
the  news>papers. 

A  motion  was  made  and  feconded.  That  the  20th  law^of  chi# 
Ibcicty  be  fufpendcd  on  /^/V  Occafion ;  which  motion  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative.         « 

Kffolved,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  printed  in  the  news  papers. 

Keiblved,  That  one  hundred  thoufand  copies  of  the  ume  be 

Sinted  by  this  fociety,  and  diilributed  (0  their  correfpondents  in 
reat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  following  lUfolations  ware  propofed  by  a  Member  of  th^ 
Society; 

Refolrc^,  I  ft.  Thjlt  the  objcft  of  thii  fociety,  from  its  A-ft  in* 
flitntion  to  the  prefent  moment  of  alarm,  has  uniformly  been  to 
promote  the  weffere  of  the  people  by  all  condltutional  means,  knd 
to  ezpofe,  in  their  true  light,  the  abufes  which  have  imperceptibly 
crept  in,  aiid  at  laft  grown  to  fuch  ae  height  as  to  raife  the  moft 
Ibrious  appreheniions  in  evtry  true  friend  of  the  conflitution* 

Kefblved,  ad.  That  this  Society  difclainfs  the  idea  of  wifhingto 
tfeft  a  change  in  the  prefent  fyHem  of  things  by  violence  and 
public  commotion ;  but  that  it  trufts  to  the  good  feole  of  the  peo- 
ple, wheft  they  (hall  be  ftilly  enlightened  on  the  fabjeft,  to  pro- 
cure, without  difturbing  the  public  tranquility  an  efedual  and 
permanent  reform. 

Kefolved,  5d.  That  the  intentions  of  this  and  of  fimilarfociedea 
btfre  of  late  been  grofsly  calumniated,  by  thofe  who  are  intereAed 
to  perpetuate  a\>uie8,  and  their  agents,  who  hare  been  induftrious 
to  reprefent  the  members  of  fuch  focieties  as  men  of  dangerous 
principles,  wifhing  to  deilroy  all  focial  order  dilturh  the  flate  of 
property,  and  introduce  anarchy  and  confuijon  inllcad  of  regular 
government. 

Refolvcd,  4th,  That  in  order  to  countera^  the  operation  of 
fuch  grofs  afperfions,  and  to  prevent  them  from  checking  the  pro« 
grcfs  of  liberal  enquiry,  it  is,  at  H^t  time«  peculiarly  expedient 
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tliat  this  and  iimilar  focieties  Ihottld  publicly  aflert  the  reditu  j^ 
of  their  principles. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  refolatibns  be  adopted,  in  order  for 
printing  in  the  news-papers. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Liberty  and 
Bqualicy,  fitting  at  Laon,  capital  of  the  deparcment  De  L'Aifnc, 
t )  the  Patriotic  Society  of  London,  named  the  Society  for  Con- 
Ititutional  Info^'mation. 

Refplved,  That  the  (aid  Letter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Cprrefpondeace. 

At  a  Meeting,  21ft  December  179ft. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  offered  the  Addrefs  which 
was  fent  to  the  iafi  Meetiag  from  Manchefter,  and  ordered  to 
be  publifhedy  to  the  Offices  of  the  Morning  ChronicJe  and 
Morning  foft^  ajad  that  they  had  refufed  to  ^int  them  $  that 
the  Morning  Foil  had  give;i  a  written  anfwer  to  his  application, 
which  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  entered  in  the  books  of  this  fociety. 

*^  This  excellent  paper,  drawn  by  a  nuflerly  hand,  we  wiih 
to  fee  in  the  poflbffion  of  every  Englifhman ;  but  after  the  verdid 
againft  Mr.  raine,  which  was  not  warranted  by  the  Law  or  Con* 
Aitution,  the  proprietors  of  news-papers  tremble  at  inferting 
any  thing  except  fulfome  paneg}  rics,  on  a  depraved  Legidature 
and  hungry  Court  Minions — the  vile  alTociations  have  worked 
the  public  mind  into  fuch  a  fervour,  that  a  Jury  would,  by  the 
intimation  of  a  Judge,  6nd  any  thing  a  Libel — we  therefore  cai^ 
only  exprefS;  our  forrow  that  lelf-prefervation  will  not  permit  us 
to  make  the  Mo^-ning  Po/l  the  vehicle  to  convey  this  paper  to  the 
public.*' 

Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  — «— ,  of  Manchefter. 

K^folvjcd,  That  the  addrefs  from  Mancheflcr,  together  with  the 
refolution,  be  publifhed  in  news-papers,  in  Scotland. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  fociety  of  the  Friends  to  Liberty  and 
Equality,  at  Macon,  in  the  department  of  Saone  and  Loire. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
fociety. 

[A  blank  is  left  in  the  book  where  it  (hould  be  enter^.l 

Rcfolved,   That r- ia^ 

!«. _,; .^  p      ■■  ■       be  a. committee  for  foreign corref- 

pondejice. 

^eiolved,  That  the  letter  from  the  faid  fociety  be  referred  to 
the  committee  for  foreign  correfpondence. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  for  foreign 
correfpondence  be  entered  in  a  feparate  book. 

At  a  meeting,  18th' J^"^^^  '793' 

Refolvedy  That  citizen  St.  Andr6,  a  member  of  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  bein^  confidered  by  us^  ^s  one  of  the  moft 
judicious  and  enlightened  fi'iends  of  human  li^^erty,  be  admitted 
gn  affociated  honorat  y  member  of  this  fociety. 

V©f..  IV.  9  JRcfolved, 
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.  Rcfoived,  That  the  bid  refolution  be  publifhed  in  the  ne^'s* 
papers. 

At  a  meetings  ijth  January  1793. 

Refolved,  That  citizen  Barrdre,  a  member  of  the  Motional 
Convention  of  France,  bein^  wonfidered  by  us  as  one  of  the  mof^ 
Judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of  human  liberty,  be  admitted 
an  alTociated  honoraiT  member  of  thib  fociety. 

Refolved,  That  citizen  Roland,  being  alio  confidered  by  us  as 
pne  of  the  moft  judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of  human  iu 
berty,  be  admitted  an  aflforiated  honorary  member  of  this  ibciefy. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  refolutions  be  publiihed  in  the  news* 
^per«. 

Rcfolved,  That  it  appears  to  thib  fociety,  from  the  beft  infor* 
liMtion  wr  can  obtain,  that  the  peopk  of  Great  Britain  are^  ae 
this  prefent  time,  utterly  averfe  to  a  war  wjth  France,  and  confix 
der  fuch  an  event  as  a  calamity  of  the  human  race,  however  it 
may  gratify  a  confederacy  of  foreign  Kings. 

Kefolved,  That  the  faid  refolution  be  publitbed  in  the  news^ 
papers. 

At  a  meeting,  ift  Febaiarv  1793. 

Read  a  circular  letter  from  the  ShcfficlJ  Society  fer  Conflita* 
tional  Information. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  an  anfwer. 

Refolyed,  That  the  fpeeches  of  citize..  Andr£  and  citizen  Bar- 
tire  (aflbciatcd  honorary  member  of  this  focietv)  as  given  in  the 
Gazette  National  ou  Moniteur  Univei  ielle  of  ^aris,  on  tde  4th» 
6th,  and  7th  of  January  17931  be  infcrted  in  the  books  of  thi& 
fociety. 

Reiolved,  That  the  (aid  refolutions  be  publifhed  in  the  news-^ 
papers. 

At  a  meetings  15th  February  1793. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  Society  for  Conf^itu tional  Infoiinatioii 
at  B  rmingham,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extrad: 

Our  fociety  reqiieils  the  favour  of  your  admitting  the  foUowiof 
twelve  p^ons,  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed,  to  be  enrolled  num- 
bers of  your  fociety,  for  the  purpole  of  correfponding  with  ydurs 
nnd  every  other  fimilar  inilitution  in  the  nation,  (or  the  better 
reguJating  our  meafures,  and  leceivirg  inllrii^ion. 

Wifliingyouall  the  fuccefs  your  laudable  undertaking  dcfcrvcs, 
we  are,  with  fiuccrity,  • 

Your  Fellow  Citizens  and  Friends, 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  twelve  members  of  the  Birmingham  foci- 
ety for  Conftitutional  Informatioii,  recommended  in  the  laid 
letter,  be  admitted  aiToc  ated  members  Of  this  fociety. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letter^  and  the  election  of  the  faid 
twelve  members,  be  publifhed  in  the  news-pai}ers  (exclufive  of 
their  names). 

At  a  meeting  15th  March  1793. 
Read  a  letter  from  the  Conftitutional  Societv  ?.t  Sheffield,  in- 
elofing  the  refolutionsof  the  latb  of  FebruaiT  tail. 

Refolved, 
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IRcfolved,  That  the  fecretary  bcinftru^d  to  return  the  th^ky 
tif  this  focicty  to  the  focicty  for  Conditutional  Information  at 
Sheflickl  for  their  communication ;  and  to  acquaint  them  tha^ 
tJiis  fociety  pcrfe6lly  agree  with  them  in  their  fentiments,  With 
refpcdt  to  the  calamities  of  war  in  general,  and  that  they  concur 
'With  them  in  thinking  th:!t  t'lC  thanks  of  the  community  at  larj^ 
arc  due  to  all  thofe  who  have  exerted  thcmfelves  to  prevent  thf 
prefent  war. 

Refolved,  That  the  thatiks  of  this  focicty  be  given  to  Joc| 
Barlow  and  John  Frofl,  for  their  condu^  in  the  prefentation  of 
the  adcfrefs  of  this  fociety  to  the  National  Convention  of  France  s 
^nd  that  Mr.  Froft  be  aflTured  that  our  regard  for  him  is  not  le^ 
fened,  but  increafed,  by  the  profecutions  and  periecutions  which 
his  faithful  and  due  diicharge  of  that  commiffion  may  bring  upoa 
him. 

At  a  meeting,  jth  April  1793, 

Refolvcd,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Simon  Butler  and  Oliver 
Bond,  Efquires,  expreffive  of  the  high  fenfe  we  entertain  of  their 
exertions  m  the  caufe  of  freedom  ;  and  to  nflurc  them  that  we 
confidcr  the  imprifonment  they  at  prefent  fuffer  on  that  account 
as  illegal  and  unconilitutional. 

The  follow  ng  letter  was  produced,  and  read  : 
Gentlemen, 

It  is  not  eafy  for  men,  who  feel  ftrongly  and  fincerely,  to  coto* 
vey  thofe  feelings  by  letters  we  therefore  rely  on  jour  conceiving 
for  us  much  of  that  which  we  are  unable  to  e xprefs  of  you.  We 
think,  however,  that  we  (hall  be  guilty  of  a  great  om'iffion,  did 
we  ntgleft  the  opportunity  of  fending  you,  by  Mr.  Hamilton 
Rowan,  the  honeft  tribute  of  our  eftecm  and  admiration  for  your 
brave  and  maqly  refiflance  to  the  ufurped  jurifdiftion  of"^  the 
Iriih  ariftocracy. 

Permit  us  to  offer  you  our  thanks,  and  our  grateful  acknow* 
led^ment  of  your  efforts  in  what  we  coniider  as  a  common  caufe, 
while  we  lament  our  inability  of  proving  ourfelves  ufeful  in  your 
^  defence.  ' 

Although  we  are  of  different  kingdoms,  fiill  we  are  but  one 
people ;  and  as  the  freedom  of  one  continent  has  al*  eady  fpread 
Its  mfluence  to  Europe,  fo  on  the  other  hand  we  are  periiiaded 
that  the  eflabliihment  of  Defpotifm  in  Ireland  mnft  end  in  the 
Slavery  of  Great  tfritain.  But  the  light  of  liberty  is  not  con* 
fined. to  one  (hore  or  one  latitude. 

.  We  know  that  it  is  eafier  to  admire  than  to  pra£tice  thofe  vir- 
tues that  tend  to  the  public  benefit.  Yet  fo  long  as  the  exertions 
of  a  few  courjigeous  men  muft  influence  the  minds  of  zi  leail  the 
independent  and  thinking  part  of  the  commimity,  we  are  aflured 
Ibat  their  labour  is  not  fruitlefs.  We  truft  therefore  the  time 
will  foon  arrive,  when  the  abufe  of  power  in  either  nation  will 
bavelio  other  confcquence  than  the  ruin  of  thofe  who  have  oom«f 
mitted  that  injuftice.  We  hope,  and  we  doubt  not,  of  foon  feeing 
the  day,  when  the  poll  of  honour  ^all  be  no  longer  that  of 

t2  obloquy 
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obloquy  and  puntfliment,  but  when  tkofe  who  hxwe  rifqued  tMm^St 
liberty  and  fortune  in  the  caufe  of  their  countrymen,  may  fixK<i 
Dfotection  in  the  undifputed,  untntcrruptoi  exerctfe  of  trial  Es^r 
by  jury,  with  a  full  and  adequate  reprefeotttioa  of  the  peofic    mmx 

in  parliament. 

At  a  meeting,  12th  April  1793. 

Read  an  anfwer  dire^ed  to  be  prepared  to  the  letter  receitrocf 
from  the  United  Political  Societies  in  Norwich. 

Refolved,  That  the  (aid  anfwer  be  fent  by  the  fecretary  to  tlae^ 
iecretary  of  the  fa  id  focietics. 

Mr.  —  read  an  anfwer  (dtre^lly  to  be  prepared  by  him)  to 
the  letter  received  from  Mr. of  Birmingham. 

Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  to  the  fecretary  of 
this  fbciety. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter  be  entered  in  the  books  of  this 
fociety. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  prefentshis  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams; 
he  did  intend  to  have  done  himfelf  the  pleafure  of  waiting  on  him, 
but  has  been  fo  intolerably  hurried  by  private  bufinefs  as  to  have 
i>een  prevented  from  his  purpofe,  and  fears  he  ihall  not  have  it 
in  his  power  before  he  leaves  this  town  for  Ireland,  which  will 
be  either  on  Monday  evening  or  early  on  Tuefday  morning. 
He  knows  that  no  more  pleafurable  fenfation  can  be  received  by 
Me^rSi  Butler  and  Bond,  as  well  as  by  all  thc^e  gentlemen  who 
are  ading  with  them,  and  who,  though  not  under  prefent,  are 
liable  to  future  profecution,  than  the  countenance  and  fupport 
of  thofe  who  are  really  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  ir.an  in  general, 
and  fuch  we  believe  the  members  of  the  fociety  for  Conflitutional 
Information  to  be,  and  as  fuch  H.  R.  in  particu^r  will  remem- 
ber the  kind  fraternity  with  which  he  had  the  honour  of  being 
received  by  them  ;  and,  as  a  member  of  the  united  IriHimen  of 
Dublin,  would  be  happy  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  return  the 
compliment  in  his  own  country. 
Olborne's  Hotel,  Adclphi,    . 
7th  April,  1793. 

At  a  meeting,  2 id  June  ijgy 

Read  the  Sheffield  and  Nottingham  petitions  to'  Che  Houfe  of 
Commpns* 

RcfoWed,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to  prepare  an  addreis 
to  the  Britiih  Nation  $  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  an  opfcn 
committee. 

At  a  meeting,  aSth  Jiine  1793. 

Copies  of  Two  Petitions  from  the  town  of  Nottingjiain  pre- 
fented. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  6e  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad« 
drefs  to  the  Britilb  HatioiY. 

Refolved,  That  [two  member^  t^io  are  named]  be  rcqucftcd 
to  prepare  the  faid  addreis. 
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At  a  meeting,  a  5th  O^ober,  1793. 

kead  a  letter. from  the  fecretary  to  the  fociety  for  Conftituti. 

onal  Infbrmatioh  at  Coventry,  to  — accompanied  with  fome  1 

add  redes,  from  the  fa  id  (bciety. 

Refoived,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  returned  to  tbe^ 
Coventry  Society,  for  their  communication. 

Mr.  Sinclair  read  a  letter,  with  an  addreis  from  Mr.  Skirving, 
Iccretary  to  the  Convention  rf  the  Friends  of.tiic  People  m 
Scot]  nd,  to  the  fecretary  to  the  .London  Correfponding  Society. 

Refol  ved.  That  an  extraordinary  general  meetmg  of  this  focieij 
be  called  for  Monday  next,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern, 
at  fix  o*clock  in  theevening,  to  confider  of  the  utility  and  propriety 
of  fending  delegates  to  a  convention  of  delegates  of  the  different 
Ibcieties  in  Great  Britaip,  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  pur-^ 
pofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Refolved,  That  the  fubflance  of  the  motion  be  inferted  in  the 
letter. 

At  a  meeting,  28th  0£tober,  1793. 

Read  addrefTes  to  the  friends  of  the  people  of  parliamentary 
reform,  figned  by  Wm.  Skirving,  fecretary  to  the  General  Con- 
vention at  Edinburgh* 

Refolved,  That  this  fociety  do  fent  delegates  to  the  enfuing 
Convention  to  be  held  in  Edinburgh  for  promoting  a  reform  in 
f»arliament. 

Refolved,  That  two  members  of  this  fociety  be  eleded  aa  dele  ] 
gates  to  the  faid  convention. 

Refohred,  That  the  fecretary  do  deliver  ta  the  delegates  ap- 
pointed by  this  fociety  to  reprefent  them  in  the  Convention  at 
Edinburgh,  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  sjth  and  28th  inflant^ 
by  which  they  are  appointed  to  that  office. 

Inilru6^ions  to  the  Delegates* 

The  delegates  arc  inftrufted  on  the  part  of  this  fociety,  to 
afiifl  in  bringing  forward  and  fupporiing  any  conftitutional  mea- 
fure  for  procuring  a  real  reprefentation  of  the  ConuDons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament.  That  in  fpecifying  the  redrefs  to 
be  demanded  of  exifling  abufes,  the  delegates  ought  never  to  lofe 
fight  of  the  two  efTential  principles.  General  Suffrage  and  Annual 
Reprefentation,  together  with  the  unalienable  right  in  the  people 
to  Reform ;  and  that  a  reafonabic  and  known  compenfation  ought 
to  be  made  to  the  Repcefentatives  of  the  Nation,  by  a  National 
Contribution. 

That  the  delegates  do  pun£luall]f  correfpond  with  the  fociety, 
for  the  purpofe  of  communicating  information,  and  of  receiving 
fuch  fiarther  inflru6tion  as  the  exigency  may  require. 
Refolved,  That  the  above  be  the  direftions  to  th  •  delegates. 

Refolved,  That  feven  guineas  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  deler 
gates  for  travelling ;  and  a  fum  not  exceeding  tjjree  guineas  pe 
Week  each  be  allowed  them  during  the  fitting  of  the  convention 

of 
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of  delegates;  and  that  9  fiihfertptKiit  bf  i1e«r  A|)eiMd  for  tbAe 
pofe,  and  that  thefecretary  be  reqisefted  to  recdvc  the  fanic 

Rcfafycd,  Th?it  the  proceedings  of  Fiiday  the  jjth  aad 
day  the  28th  0£lober,  1793,  he  (igncd  bjr  th^  ch»iman  ~ 
cretanr. 

Rclolved,  That  the  feeretary  be  rwjticft^M  to  write  to  th^-  rf f  ^^ 
ferent  focieties  with  which  this  fociety  is  in  con«fpo«<l«tcc>     ixx- 
forming  them  that  the  London  Correfpondirtg  ScSciety,  lugct€*«rr' 
with  thi%  fociety  have  elefted   dclet^tes  to  roc  CohveiKioii      ^>#' 
Delegates,  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  the  :^  infi^nt ;  aiid      rc» 
reqiieft  their  conrurrenrc  in  this  important  rte?fure. 
At  a  Meeting,  9th  November,  179.^. 

Read  letters  from  the  Conftitutional  Socifrties  at  SHcffiefcfy 
Leeds,  and  Birmmgham,  in  anfwcr  10  the  fctfetary's  letters  otf' 
the  28th  ultimo. 

At  a  meetin;^  6th  Derember,  1793- 

Read  a  letter  from  Mr. ,  delegate  from  this  foc'cty  a*- 

Edinburgh,  dated  yth  November,  with  the  lecretary's  anfwcr  to 
that  letter;  and  alfo  another  letter  from  Mr.  ■ ,  dated  i^Kit 

November* 

Rcfolvcd,  That  a  general  meeting  of  this  fociety  be  caJled  fof* 
the  fecond  Friday  in  January  next,  for  the  purpo<V;  of  confidcriog 
the  important  letters  recdvid  from  the  delegate,  IVIr.  — — . 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  beappointet*  to  corrcfpond  wilb 
our  delegate,  Mr.  4 

At  a  meeting,  loth  January,  1794. 

Refolved  that  the  important  letter  received  from  Mr, 


the  delegate  from  this  focifty  to  tSc  Convention  at  Edinb'irgh, 
altid  the  fubfcquent  proceetlingsof  thar  convention,  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  Friday  ncict,  and  that  a  geneiat  meeting  of  the- 
ibeiety  be  called  for  that  purpofc. 

At  a  meeting  17111  January,  1794. 

Refolvcil,  That  law  ceaies  to  be  an  objcft  or  obedience,  when- 
ever it  becomes  an  intlrument  of  oppreffion. 

Refolved,  That  wt  rerallto  mind,  with  the  deeped  fatisfi^ion, 
the  mcrhixi  farrcf  the  i  nf r  motis  Jefferies,  once  Lord  Chief  Jwf- 
tice  of  England,  who  a:  the  t  ra  of  the  glorious  revolution,  for  the 
itiany  in i qui. 0111  ffiniences  which  he  had  paifed,  was  torn  to  p«ece» 
by  a  bravt  and  injured  people. 
'  Rcfolvtd,  That  thofe  who  imitate  his  example  deicrvc  his  fete. 

Refolved,  Tluit  the  Tweed,  though  it  may  divide  countries, 
•Ught  not,  and  does  not,  make  a  feparation  between  thofe  priu- 
ciplcs  of  comirjon  fevcfity,  in  which  Englifhmen  and  Scottmen 
are  equally  inte relied;  that  injuftice  in  Scotland,  is  injuflice  in 
£ngland ;  and  that  the  fafetv  of  Englilhmen  isendangc  ed  whom- 
ever their  brethren  of  Scotland,  for  a  condu^l  which  entitles  thenn 
to  the  approbati<?n  of  all  wile,  and  the  fupport  of  all  brave  men, 
are  fentenced  to  Botany  Bay,  a  punilhment  hitherto  indiAcd' 
«nly  on  felons. 

Refolved,  That  we  fee  with  regret,  but  we  fee  without  fear, 
AaC  the  period  is  faft  approaching  when  the  liberties  of  Britons 

muft 
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muft  impend  not  upon  reafon,  to  which  they  have  long  appealed, 
hor  9n  their  powers  of  expreiiiog  it,  but  on  thpir  firm  arid  un- 
idaunted  refolutioh  to  oppofe  tyranny  by  the  fame  means  by 
^bich  it  is  exercifed. 

Refolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  conduft  of  the  Britifli  Con- 
vention, who,  though  afidi led  by  forced  have  not  been  anfwered 
by  argument ;  and  who,  uiilikt'  the  members  of  a  certiia  aflem- 
biy»  have  no  interefl  didin^t  from  the  common  body  of  th^ 
people  * 

Rtfolved,  that  a  copy  of  the  above  refoliitions  be  tranfmittc4 
to  citizen  William  Skirving,  feeretary  to  the  Britilh  Convention, 
Svbo  is  now  imprifoned  under  colour  of  Jaw,  in  the  Tolbootb  of 
Edinburgh. 

'    Pefolved,  That  the  refolutions  now  pafled  be  publifiied  in  the 
pews-papers.  '  '  * 

Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy,  feeretary  to  the  London  Cor* 
refponding  Society.  ' 

At  a  meeting,  24th  January,  x  794. 
A  motion  was  made,  That  it  be  refolvcd,  Thit  the  mffi  excellent 
addrefs  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  be  inferted  in  the 
books  of  this  (bciety,  and  that  the  King's  fpeach  to  his  parliament 
be  infci  ted  under  it,  in  order  that  they  may  both  be  always  ready 
for  the  perpetual  rfjercnce  of  the  members  of  this  fociety  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prcfent  unfortunate  war ;  and  that  (ih  per- 
jpetuam  rci  memoriam)  they  may  be  printed  together  in  one  (heet 
at  the  happy  conclufion  of  ic  /which  happy conclafion  acc9rd« 
ing  to  the  prefent  profperous  appearances.  We  hope  and  believe 
pot  to  be  many  months  diftant. 

'    An  amendment  was  moved,  That  between  the  words  (His}  an4 
(Parliament)  the  word  {.UnQvrahU)  fhould  be  inferted.  ' 

^  Han  urable  was  withdrawn. 

Another  amendment  was  then  moved,  That  between  the  wor4 
(His)  and  (Parliament)  ^he  wbrd  (jMhfd)  ihould  be  inferfed.  \ 
•    faithful  was  withdrawn. 

And  it  was  unanimouOy  refolved,  *<  That  His,  and  His  only, 
is  the  proper  epithet  for  parliament  upon  the  pVefent  occafion." 
"  The  relolution  then  palTed  unanimoufly  in  its  original  form;   ' 
Refolved,  That  the  London  Correfponding  Society  have  dcn 
0rV6d  well  of  their  country. 

Rtf.l ved.  That  the  feeretary  be  ordered  to  caufe  forty  thoufand 
copied  of  the  Addrefs,  the  Speech,  and  thefe  Refolutions,  to  be 

Erinted  on  one  fheet,and  properly  diftributed  in  England,  Scot«^ 
ind,  and  Ireland.  - 

Refolved  that  thefe  reiblutions  be  puhliilied  in  the  ne\vi^ 
papers. 

Mr.  ■  gave  notice,  that  he  would  at  the  next  meeting 

of  this  focietv,  move  that  two  books  filould  be  opened,  on^  o£ 
.them  (bound  in  black)  in  which  (hall  be  entered  all  the  enorhii* 
ties  of  thofc  who  defervc  the  cenfure,  and  in  the  other  the  me- 
rits of  thofe  who  deferve  the  gratitude  of  the  fociety.      ' 

At 
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At  a  Meeting,  14th  March,   1 794, ' 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thb  Society  be  glveo  to  Archi* 
bald  Hamitton  Rowan,  Efqutre,  for  the  nianly  firnnnefs  witlft 
which  he  has  uniformly  purfued  the  obje6ls  mod  dear  to  thi5fi>* 
ciety,  that  of  a  fair  i;(prerentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 

j^efolved.  That  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  of  the   titj  oF 
Dublin,  a  gentleman  of  the  moft  excellent  and  undoubted  pub- 
lic principles,  and  of  the  moil  uniform  and  upright  conduct  ia 
the  purfuit  of  thofe  principles,  be  chofen  an  honorary  member 
of  this  fociety.    - 

Refoived,  That  thele  Refolutions  be  communicated  to  Mr. 
Rbwan  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Society. 

At  a  Meeting,  ai;-  March,  1-94. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  the  fecretary  of  this  ibcietv  be 
directed  to  write  to  the  friends  of  Peace  and  Reform  at  Sheffield^ 
and  to  aiTure  them,  that  this  Society  views  with  pleafure  their 
fteady  exertions  to  obtain  a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament,  and  the  proper  methods  which  may 
be  appointed  for  public  foils. 

At  a  Meeting,  28th  March,  1794. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Correfponding  Snt'iety. 

Refoived,  that  the  fame  be  entered  on  the  books  oi  this  Society. 
Citizen,  March  ft7rh,  1794. 

I  am  dire^ed  by  the  London  Correiponding  Society  to 
ttanfmit  the  following  Refolutions  to  the  Society  f  r  Conllitu- 
tional  Information,  and  to  requefl  the  f^ntiments  of  that  fociety 
refpeding  the  important  meafures  which  the  prdent  juncture  of 
affairs  feems  to  require. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  conceives  that  the  mo^ 
ment  is  arrived,  when  a  full  and  expli  it  declaration  is  ncceflary 
from  all  the  friends  of  Freedom.-^  whether  the  late  illegal  and  un- 
heard  of  profecutions  and  fentenrcrs  {hall  determine  us  to  aban- 
don our  caufe,  or  (halj  excite  us  to  purfue  a  radical  reform  with 
an  ardour  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the  objeA,  and  with 
a  zeal  ^Jtfiingm/bed  on  our  parts  as  the  treachery  of  others  ia 
tl)e  fame  f  lorious  caufe  is  notorious.  The  Society  for  Confli- 
tuttonal  Information  is  therefore  required  to  determine  whether 
or  no  they  will  be  ready,  when  called  upon,  to  a6t  in  conjunc- 
tion with /^li  and  other  Societies^  to  obtain  a  fair  reprefentation  of 
the  people.  -  Whether  they  concur  with  us  in  fecbig  the  neceflitj 
of  a  fpeedy  convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  in  a  con- 
ilituional  and  legal  method,  a  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances  under 
which  wc  at  prefent  labour,  and  which  can  only  be  efft^hially  i-e- 
Bioved  by  a  full  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  People  of  Great 
Britain.  The  London  Correfponding  Society  cmnot  but  re- 
mind their  friends  that  the  prelent  crifis  demands  all  the 
eudence,  unanimity,  and  vigour,  that  ever  may  or  can 
exerted  by'  Men  and  Britons  \  nor  do  tbcy  doubt  but 
3  '      ■  what 
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VrHal  manly  firmncfs  and  confiftcncy  will  finally,  and  they  believe 
ihortly^  tenninate  in  the  fall  accompliflinient  of  i      their  wiihes. 
lam,  FelldW-Citizen, 
(In  my  humble  meafure) 

A  Friend  to  the  Rights  of  Man; 

(Sighed)  _-^_^  Secretary. 

Refolved,  unanimoufly,  ift.  That  dear  as  JUSTICE  and 
LIBERTY  are  t©  Britons,  yet  the  value  of  thcrti  is  comparatively 
fmall  without  a  dependence  bn  their  permanency;  and  there  can 
be  no  fecurity  for  the  contiiiuance  of  ax^y  right  but  in  EQUAL 
LAWS. 

zd.  That  Equal  Laws  can  never  be  expelled  but  hy  a  full  and 
fair  reprefentauon  of  the  People;  to  obtain  which,  in  the  way 
pointed  out  by  the  Conflitutidn,  has  heitt  and  U  the  (ble  obje£l  of 
this  Society.  For  this  we  arc  ready  to  hazard  every  thin|;,  and 
never,  but  with  our  lives,  will  w«  rclinquilh  an  objedl  which  in- 
volves the  baffine/s  or  even  the  (Political  <ixiflence  of  ourfel'ves  and 
pofterity. 

3d,  That  it  is  the  detided  opinion  of  this  Society,  that,  to 
ftcure  ourfelves  from  the  future  lUe^^al  and  fc^ndalbus  profecu- 
tions,  to  previint  a  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjuil  fentences, 
and  to  rccal  thofe  wife  and  wholefome  laws  that  have  been 
wrcfted  from  us,  and  of  which  fcarcely  a  veftige  remains* 
there  ought  to  be /ww^///^/^  a  CONVENTION  of  the  PEOPLE, 
by  delegates  deputed  for  that  purpofc  from  the  different  Societies 
of  xYic  friends  of  freedom  y  aflembled  in  the  various  parts  of  this 
nation.  And  we  pledge  ourfelves  to  the  public,  to  purfue  every 
legal  method  fpeedily  to  accomplifh  fo  deiirable  a  purpofe. 

P.S,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  a  general  meetmg  of  the  So- 
ciety will  be  holden  on  Monday  the  14th  of  April,  the  place  19 
be  announced  bv  public  advertifement. 

RWblved,  That  it  is  St  and  proper,  and  the  du^  of  this 
Society,  to  fend  an  anfwer  to  the  London  Correfponding  So* 
ciety. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secrctai^  acquaint  the  London  Corre- 
fponding Society,  that  we  have  received  their  communication, 
And  heartily  concur  with  them  in  the  objedls  they  have  in 
view;  and  that,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  more  fpeedy  and  effec- 
tual co-operation,  we  invite  them  to  fend  to  this  Society,  next 
Friday  evening,  a  delegation  of  fome  of  their  members. 

At  a  Meeting,  4th  April,  1794. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing Society,  acquainting  this  Society  that  they  had  deputed  [fe* 
veral  perfons]  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  members  of  this  So* 
ciet^.  Five  perfons  attended  from  the.  Iiondon  Correfponding 
Society. 

Refolved,  That  a  delegauon  of  iivemembei^s  of  this  Society  be 
appointed  to  meet  the  members  deputed  by  the  London  Corre« 
(ponding  Society. 

Vol.  IV.  t  Refolved 
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Refolved,  That  tJiis  depatation  do  confer  with  the  depncics  m(  \ 
the  London  Correfponding  Society. 
Refolvedf  That  there  be  appointed  a  committee  of  conneipoB*  | 

dence  of  the  members  of  this  Society.  1 

Ordered,  That  [Ax  perfons]  compofe  the  committee. 

At  a  Meeting,  i  ith  April>  1794. 

Mr.  ■■  made  the  report  of  the  neeting  of  the  ddc;(ase9 

of  the  London  Correfponding  Society*  for  the  purpofe  of  diis  So- 
ciety co-operating  with  the  London  Correfponding  Society  5  aai 
that  they  had  come  to  the  following  refolutions:— 

I  ft,  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  very  <ie£- 
rable  that  a  general  meeting  or  convention  of  the  Friends  of  L-ibertT 
fhould  be  called,  for  the  jpurpofe  of  taking  into  coniideration  t^ 
proper  methods  of  obuining  a  fall  and  ^r  reprefentation  oF  ciie 
people. 

ad,  Refolved,  Vfhat  it  is  recommended  to  the  Society  for  Con* 
ftitutional  Information,  and  the  London  Correfponding  Soci/cxj, 
to  inilitute  a  regular  and  prefling  correfpondence  with  all  tlaoic 
parts  of  the  country  where  fuehmeafures  ouy  be  likely  to  be  pro- 
moted, not  only  to  inftigate  thefocieties  already  formed*  bat  to 
endeavour  alfo  to  produce  fuch  other  aflbciations  as  may  fiutlier 
the  general  objeft, 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  general 
object  will  be  much  promoted,  if  a  ftandine  committee  of  co- 
operation between  the  two  Soci^ies  were  eftabliihed,  for  the  jmr- 
pofe  of  holding  perfonal  communication  with  fuch  members  of 
iimilar  focieties,  in  other  parts  of  the  coantry,  as  may  occafioa* 
ally  be  in  London,  and  who  may  be  aiithoriled  by  their  reipcc* 
live  focieties  to  aft  with  fuch  committees. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Londoa 
Correfponding  Society. 

Citizen,  April  xo,  1794* 

I  am  ordered  by  the  committee  of  delegates  of  the  Londoa 
Correfponding  Society,  to  inform  the  Society  for  Conftitutianal 
Information,  that  they  approve  of  the  Refolutioni  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Therefore  the  London  Correfponding  Society  have  cho(en 
[five  perfons]  to  put  in  pradice  immediately  the  fecond  and  third 
refolutions  of  the  committee. 

(Signed) 

■,  Secretary, 
—  ,  Secretary  to  the  Society 

for  Conftitutional  Information. 

Refolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  delegates  from 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  of  this  Society,  be  en^ 
tered  on  the  books  of  this  Society. 

ift,  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Society  very  deiirable 
that  a  general  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  ihovld  be  called, 

for 
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tor  tlie  purpofe  of  taking  into  confideration  the  proper  methods 
of  obtaining  afiill  and  fair  rcprefentation  of  the  people. 

ad,  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Society,  that  the  gene- 
ral objeA  will  be  much  promoted  if  a  {landing  committee  of  co- 
operation were  eflabliihed,  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  perfonal 
conunumcation  with  fuch  members  of  fimilar  focieties  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  as  may  occafionally  be  in  London,  and  who 
may  be  authorifed  by  their  refpedlive  focieties  to  aft  with  fuci 
committees. 

3d,  Refblved,  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence  already 
app<Hnted  by  this  Society  be  the  committee  for  co-operation  ^nd 
^oaiimanication  with  the  committees  of  other  Societies. 

Ordered>  That  the  Secretary  be  deitred  to  fend  a  letter  to  tha 
London  Corirfponding  Society,  acquainting  them  with  tht  mem- 
bers of  tkis  Society  appointed  to  confer  iVith  them. 

Refolded,  That  Mr.  j  ■  ■  be  fequefted  to  accept  of  the 
tflKce  of  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  correfpondence. 

Mr. ,  bdng  prefent,  accepted  of  the  faid  office. 

At  a  Meeting,  9th  May,  X794f 

Read  a  pamphlet,  containing  certain  proceedings  of  the  Lon-* 
4ctn  Conrefponding  Society. 

Refolvea,  That  two  thou&nd  of  the  fame  be  printed  by  thi« 
Society. 


APPENDIX  D. 

Coff  a/ a  Letter  from  the  Society  for  Qntfttttdional  Information 
at  Sheffield^  to  the  Editors  of  the  Englljh  Chronicle. 

Gentlemen,  Sheffield,  15th  January,  1792. 

1  HE  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  now  cftablifhed 
at  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of  York,  being  dcfirons  offbrminia 
connexion  ivitb  all  the  like  Societies  in  England,  and  efpecialij  nuitb 
tkofi,  or  fome  of  thenty  in  London^  the  Thatched  Hou/e^  the  London 
Tavern,  or  otters,  humbly  Jolicits  your  advice  and  ajM^nce  in  the 
accmpl^ing  thereof,  in  order  hform  our  Rffilves fimilar  to  'theirs  / 
becaufe,  as  we  are  actuated  by  the  fame  caiife  and  principle,  and 
aU  our  iiittrrells  being  one>  ottr  -fentitnents  ought  and  maft  be 
theiame* 

T9ur  infarmatim  of  the  method,  terms,  and  mitnner  ofapfHcation, 
for  the  above  fwrfofe,  as  likewife  to  have  one  of  our  friends  admitted 
a  member  of  theirs,  fo  as  a  regular  communication  mc^  be  carried  on 
between  us,  being  direSed  to  me,  nuill  be  efteemed  a  particular  fansour^ 
and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  this  Society;  and  the  cxpcnce 
incurred  by  your  attention  to  this  bufinefs  (hall  be  dul)rpaid  to 

t  2  your 
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your  order,  either  to  the  poftmafter  here,  or  ts  you  may 
te  dired,  for  and  by  order  of  this  Society. 
I  am  refpedfully 

Your  fincerc  Friend 


[The  following  paragiaphs  are  added  in  the  dune  hand.] 

As  the  manner  of  our  beginning  tA  aflbciate  on  this  occa 
iras  fomewhat  Angular,  we  beg  your  permifiion  to  mentioii  m  i 
remarks  thereon. 

It  Mt  originated  in  an  aflcmbly  of  five  or  fix  mechanics^  wko, 
by  their  meeting  at  fome  one  of  their  houfes,  Mtui  C9n*u€rfaig  uimm^ 
ih  $iMrmotu  high  frUt  of  frowfaus,  &9.— the  grofs  abnica  tkia 
nation  labours  under  from  the  unbounded  authority  of  the  mum- 
fliftri  of  all  ranks,  yrosi  the  King  t$  the  Peafivu/  the  wafte  axK? 
iaviih  of  the  public  property  by  placemen,  penfioners,  liucsrj. 
and  debauchery,  fources  of  the  grievous  burthen  under  which 
this  nation  groans ;  together  with  the  mock  reprefentation  of  the 
people— thdfe  being  the   fabjeAs  of  their  conver&tion^  they 
concluded  that  nothing  but  darknefs  and  ignorance  in  the  people 
could  fnffer  the  natural  righu  of  every  freeman  to  be  thas  vio- 
lated ;  and  this  excited  them  to  invite  and  to  viiit  their  neigh-: 
hours,    whence  a  fmali  fociety  0/  twenty  er    thirty  foon  rem- 
wiemcetl»  and  kept  increafag^  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to   elrmJe. 
into  feparate  bodies ;  and,  at  this  time,  they  have  formed  er>^ 
ofthejeJmaUerfoiietiiSy  which  meet  each  at  their  difierent  hoafes, 
mil  OH  thefaau  fuetdnf  :  this  preferved  good  order,  and  none  are 
admitted  without  his  ticket,  that  they  are  perfectly  ia&  fixan 
being  intruded  upon,  and  perfeA  regular  gqpd  order  kept  up ; 
«hefe  meet  every  two  weeks.    Their  gene|al  meeting,  at  which 
fome  hundreds  attend,  is  held  once  a  month,  at  [a  part  htr^ 
appears  to  be  torn  off] ;  but  true  knowledge  will  progreflively 
extend  itfelf,  with  the  fame  efFefl,  throughout  this  whole  nation, 
as  it  hath  hitherto  done  here.     We  have  now  in  the  pre/s  a 
re-Dublication  of  Paine* s  Rights  ofMan^for  1,600  Co^es^  fy  i>400 
Suifcribers,  at  the  low  price  ef  Six  Pence  each  cofy^  to  wl^ch  wc 
puipofe  to  annex  an  abilrad  of  the  noted  iniqttiv>us  Com  BD| 
of  laft  year. 

We  have  alfo  had  an  impreifion  here  of  that  famous  Addreis, 
ficned  by  J.  H.  Tooke.  £fq.  Chairman;  whofe  addrefs  we  ihould 
luce  to  be  ^voured  with. 

Plea&  to  favour  us  ^vith  your  anfwer  to  the  above  as  (bon  aj 
convenient  \  and  if  you  can  form  any  thing  from  the  above» 
worthy  of  your  truly-laudable  paper,  you  are  at  liberty ;  bat  as 
it  was  not  thought  ef  at  our  meeting,  it  is  not  properly  metho- 
dized and  adjufted,  as  it  (lands,  for  that  parpofe^we  mean,  in 
future,  to  trouble  yon  with  fomething  of  the  kind  for  that 
purpofe. 

4  Copy 
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Gpjf  ^f  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  London  Cotre&9n£ag 

Society  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  for  Conjlitutinnaf  Infvr^ 

tnation^ 

Sir,  Thurfday,  14th  March,  17^. 

^he  Delegates  of  the  Correjponding  Society  think  it  their  dmiy  m 
mcquaint  yeu,  *witheut  delay j  of  the  fubfcription  begun  0n  Jfi/y 
/a^p  at  this  place,  for  the  defence  of  the  profecution  faid  to  he  4 
neenced  againji  your  nvortky  member  Mr,  Thomas  Paine,  in  cpifef 
9 f  his 'valuable  publication,  intitled  The  Rights  of  Man* 

The  Divifion  aflbmbled  here  on  that  evening  amounted  to  a 
twenty  pcrfons.  At  the  delire  of  one  of  oar  members,  Mr.  Painefa 
letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  was  read ;  after  which  the  tAh- 
fcription  was  propofcd,  and  immediately  figncd  by  every  <5ac 
prefent:  we  have  juft  learnt  that  the  Diviiion  N^  5  of  tins 
Society  likewife  begun  their  fabicription  on  Tuefday  laft. — It  is 
our  intention  to  recommend  to  each  of  our  feveral  Divifions  the 
pnrfuance  of  the  fame  laudable  defign  ;  and  ive  lioubt  not  bstt  thmf 
M  nstmtrous  body  of  cur  countrymen  ^will  be  found  tofolloiv  an  exaafle 
fo  juft  in  itfelf,  and  fo  effential^to  the  fupport  of  that  fmall ponim  cf 
liberty  nvhich  the  people  of  t  ngland  are  fuppofed  to  enjoy.  The  appr^ 
hat  ion  and  the  encouragement  nvhich  our  fable  endeavours  bante'mui 
'with  from  the  Conftitutional  Society,  make  us  defirous  ^f  uniting  msre 
firongly  and  more  immediately  fwith  you^^For  this  purpofe  *ivi  ^voijfs 
that  fix  of  our  members  might  be  admitted  amongftyou,  after  the  mmom- 
ner  of  thofe  'whom  you  received  from  the  Societies  efiabltfoed  at  Shef^ 
f  eld  and  Norwich, — Conceiving  that,  (hould  this  plan  be  adopted 
generally,  it  could  not  fail  to  ftrengthen  the  caufe  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  we  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  propoie  it  at  yoor 
next  meeting,  and  to  return  us  the  decifion  of  your  Societ/ 
thereupon. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  attachment  and  efleem. 
Your  mpft  obedient  Servant, 

— —  ,  Secretary. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Sheffield  Society  to  Mr, ,  the 

Secretary  to  the  Society  for  Conjlitutional  Information, 

Sheffield  Society  for  Conilitational  Information. 
Sir, 
It  is  now  aboux  four  months  lince  this  Society  fir*1  formed  itfelf 
into  a  regular  body,  then  but  very  few  in  number ;  the  enclofed 
will  inform  you  of  thejr  increafe,  and  which  is  moft  probable  will 
foon  become  very  numerous  ;  and  not  only  this  large  andpepMloms 
town,  but  the  'whole  neighbourhood  for  many  miles  round  about,  have 
an  attentive  eye  upon  us ;  moft  of  the  tovtns  and  villages  indeed 
are  forming  themfelves  into  fmilar  aj/ociatiens,  and  ftri&lj  adhere 
to  the  mode  of  copying  after  us  :  you  will  eafily  conceive  the  ncccf- 
fity  for  the  leading  members  of  this  body  to  pay  ft  rift  attention 
to  good  order  and  regularity,  and  the  need  we  have  of  cpnfuiting 
and  communicating  with  thofe  who  arc  fincere  friends  and  able 
advocates  for  the  fame  caufe ;  for  thefc  reafons  we  took  the  liberty 

to 
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to  write  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  that  worthy  friend  and  patriot  Ar 
the  rights  of  the  people,  informing  him  of  oar  eameft  defires  of 
entering  into  a  connexion  with  Uie  Society  of  the  (ane  deno- 
mination with  oars  in  London :  his  very  obliging  and  affe&ionate 
anfwer  favoars  us  with  yoar  addrefs ;  in  confoonence  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  herewith  to  tranfmit  to  yoa  fome  kefolves  which 
was  pafTed  at  our  laft  meetings  by  the  whole  body;  and  the  Com* 
mittee  was  charged  with  the  difpatch  of  printing  and  forwarding 
them  to  yoa  accordingly,  for  the  parpoie  of  fubmitting  them  ta 
the  confideration  of  yoar  Society,  to  make  fo^h  ofe  of  them  as 
they  think  moft  prudent. 

You  will  alfo  notice  tbg  Btlpar  AJdre/s  /  tbtf  afplUd  to  ns  mBna 
tw  months  ago  for  inftru£iions  as  to  our  mode  of  conittdtngy  &c.  had 
not  then  formed  themfelves  into  any  regular  aflbciatioB.     Belpai , 
is  mark  thirty  miles  from  this  fUce,  in  Derbyihixe,  ^  eight  oc 
ten  miles  from  Derby. 

If  the  Society  for  Conftitational  Information  in  London  fiiould 
vouchfafe  fo  far  to  notice  as  as  to  enter  into  a  conneAioo  and 
correfpondence  with  us»  it  cannot  fail  of  promoting  honour  an4 
adding  ilrength  to  our  feeble  endeavoars,  and  to  the  common 
caufe,  which  is  the  entire  motive  we  have  in  view. 
I  amj  Sir» 

With  the  greateft  refpe&  and  eAeem, 

Your  fincere  friend, 
Sheffield,  By  Order  of  1  ^_^___^  ^ 

14th  May,  1792.  the  Committee  3  ' 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclofing  a  parcel  for  Mr. 

in  anfwer  to  a  letter  from  him  to  this  Socittv,  reqnefting'fomo 
information  concerning  oar  method  of  condilfttng  the  boitnefs 
we  are  embarked  in,  &c.  alfo  informing  us  there  are  in  London 
a  number  of  mechanics,  fliopkeepers,  &c.  forming  themfelves 
into  a  Society  m  the  broad  hafis  of  the  Rights  of  Mam.  Yon  will 
be  fo  obliging  as  to  let  the  packet  remain  with  you  until  he  call 
for  it,  as  by  this  poft  I  have  wrote  him  thereof.  We  have  given 
him  our  manner  of  proceeding,  from  our  fetting  out  to  this 
time,  and  hope  it  may  be  of  fome  ufe :  the  improvement  we  are 
about  to  adopt  is  cert^dnly  the  beft  for  managing  large  bodies,  09 
in  great  and  populous  towns,  viz,  dividing  them  into  fmall  bodies  or 
meetings  of  ten  perfons  each,  and  theft  ten  to  appoint  a  delegate  :  ten 
cf  the^  delegates  form  another  meetings  and  fo  on,  delegating  from 
ene  to  another,  till  at  Utft  are  reduced  to  a  proper  number  for  ePnfii- 
tnting  the  Committee,  or  Grand  Council. 

Pleafc  to  forward  the  packet  to  Mr-  '      m  foon  as  con- 

venient. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Soaeiy  for  Conjtttutional  Information  at 

Shejield^  to  the  Society  for  Conjitutional  Information  in  London. 
Gentlemen, 

This  Society,  feeling  as  they  do  the  grievous  effetts  of  the 
prcfcnt  Sutc  defers,  and  abufe  of  our  country,  the  great  and 

heavy 
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Wavy  oppreflions  which  the  common  mafs  of  the  people  labour 
under  as  tiie  natural  confequence  of  that  Corruption ;  and,  at  the 
iame  time  being  ienfible  to  a  degree  of  certainty,  that  the  public 
mindsj  and  the  general  fentiments  of  the  people  are  determined 
to  obtain  A  RADICAL  REFORM  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  a» 
foon  as  prudence  and  difcretion  will  permit,  believes  it  their  dut/ 
to  make  ufe  of  every  prudent  means,  as  far  as  their  abilities  can 
be  extended,  to  obtain  fo  falutary  and  defirable  an  objedt  as  a 
thorough  Reformation  of  our  Country^  eftablijbed  upon  that  Mem 
*which  is  confiftent  'with  the  Rights  of  Man.  For  thefe  rea&ns, 
with  gnat  deference  and  fubmiffion  to  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Conilitutional  Information  in  London,  we  beg  leave  to 
requeft  that  they  will  be  pleafed  to  admit  the  perfons  of  the 
following  names,  annexed  hereto*  as  Members  of  their  So- 
ciety (they  being  oar  friends,  and  Members  of  our  Society),  in 
order  that  a  cloie  connexion  may  be  formed,  and  a  regular  com^ 
munication  maintained,  between  the  two  bodies ;  thatl)eing  thus 
flrengtheaed,  this  Society  may  be  better  enabled  to  govern  itfelf 
with  more  prQpriety,  and  to  render  alfiftance  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  in  parts  more  remote;  that 
they,  in  their  turn,  may  extend  ufeful  knowledge  dill  further, 
from  totutt  to  'village,  and  from  fvillage  to  totvn,  until  the  ivhoie  natioit 
he  fujiciently  enlightened ,  and  united  in  the  fame  caufe,  ivhich  cannot 
fail  of  heing  the  cafe  ivherever  the  mojt  excellent  fworks  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Paine  finds  refidence. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yourmoft  refpe^ul  and  iincere  Friend> 
Sheffield,  By  order  of  1  ..^...^ 

14th  March,  1792.  the  Committee,  J  ' 

Secretary  for  this  Society. 

Names  of  the  twelve  members  of  the  Society  for  Conftitu- 
donal  Information  in  Sheffield,  requefted  to  be  entered  as  members 
•f  the  Society  of  the  fame  denomination  in  London. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Sheffield  Society  for  Con/litufhnal  Infor^ 
matioity  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society^ 
received  iqth  A^rch^  ^79** 

Sir, 
Your  letter  of  the  8th  inftant  to  Mr.  was  yefter- 

day  handed  to  us  by  means  of  that  gentleman :  he  is  not  a  member 
of  this  Society,  and  therefore  cannot  perfcAly  anfwcr  your  requeft 
relpedine  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Society.  It  affords  us 
infinite  iatisfadioii  that  the  people  in  London  are  beginning  to 
form  themselves  into  orderly  Societies,  and  taking  into  their 
coniideratiom  the  great  importance  and  the  neceffity  of  a  reform 
rfthe  corrt^fiate  of  our  gwemmenti  a  work,  than  which  none  is 

more 
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nore  needful  in  this  nation,  for  the  relief  of  the  opprefled :  ttie 
ik4iIc  obfefvatton  in  yours,  is  worthy  of  the  acceptation  of  all^ 
iria.  **  That  no  man  who  is  an  advocate  from  principle  for  th^ 
*«  liberty  of  a  black  taan,  but  will  ftrenuenfly  promote  and  fup^ 
*'  XS'^*^^  rights  of  a  white  man,  and  vice  vcrfa.** 

The  inclofed,  fent  to  Mr.  —  •     as  b^Iow,  Will  inform 

700  of  the  principles  we  fet  out  txpoit,  when  at  firft  a  very  fmall 
mnnber,  fome  four  or  five  of  us,  meeting  in  each  other's  hoofes 
in  SD  eveaing,  confulting  and  condoling  the  very  low,  and  eveii 
sniferable,  condition  the  people  of  this  nation  were  reduced  ttf^ 
hf  the  avaricioufnefs  and  extortion  of  that  haughty,  voluptuoos^ 
and  luxurious  clafs  of  beings,  who  would  have  us  to  pofiefs  na 
mote  knowledge  jthan  to  believe  all  things'  were  created  only  for 
the  life  of  that  fmall  groupe  of  worthlefs  individuals.  With 
tfcde  lentiments,  and  peniiing  Mr.  Paine^s  Rights  of  Man,  ma- 
turely confidering  the  force  and  ^weight  of  argument  thereiit 
contained,  by  degrees  became  confirmed  in  our  judgment,  that 
fiide,  ambition,  luxury,  and  opprel&on,  with  every  vice,  ap- 
peared  to  be  at  the  height,  or  nearly  at  the  ntmo$(  ftretch ;  and 
admittine  this  to  be  the  Cafe  (as  we  really  do  believp  it  is)  vrt 
Jnay  with  the  greateft  probability  exfe^  it  cannot  be  njtry  Imp 
iffore  a  great  anil  perhaps  a  general  change  nuill  take  place  ^  which 
yjml  redound  with  more  happinefs  to  the  people,  as  their  manner^ 
and  moral  practices  ar^  more  confident  to  the  Divine  will  of  the 
all-wiie  Difpofer  of  all  things,  in  heaven  and  on  earth: 

On  thefe  principles  our  numbers  kept  increafing,  fo  that  w< 
fimnd  it  necefTary..  for  the  fake  of  good  order,  to  ilivide  w^fil'vef 
heffiutU  bodies 9  of  tenperfons  each,  and  to  hold  a  general  meeting 
once  a  month ;  but  of  late  our  numbers  have  increafed  fo  rapidfy^ 
and  only  having  thirteen  meeting  places  all  of  the  fame  evening, 
they  are  fo  crowded,  that  we  are  adopting  the  plan  we  firfl  let 
oat  with,  and  to  divide  the  whole  (which  do  nowconfifl  of  about 
SyOoo  members)  into  tithings,  or  meetings  often  members  each^ 
— two  hundred  of  thefe  meetings  will  include  the  whole,  from 
each  of  which  a  delegate  or  leading  man  will  be  chofen, 
and  appointed  to  attend  at  their  refpeftive  places— —ten 
at  each'  thefe  zoo  delegates  will  fonn  twenty  meetings,  of 
ten  members  each;  and  laflly,  from  each  of  thefe  meetings 
a  delegate  will  be  appointed  to  meet  at  (he  appointed  place ; 
and  thefe  will  form  the  Committee,  or  the  Grand  Cotlncil  i  by 
thismethod,  order  and  regularity  will  be  maintsdned ;  and  by  fhit 
method  a  regular  communication  throughout  the  whole  nation 
might  be  kept  up  with  the  moil  perfe(Sl  harmony — and  we  would 
particularly  recommend  it  to  you  in  London  as  worthy  your 
adoption.  As  you  increafe  in  nuinbers,  neceffity  will  confirm 
thefe  fcntiments.  We  (hall  be  glad  at  any  time  to  correfpond, 
and  be  in  clofc  connexion  with  you ;  as  our  caufe  is  one,  fo 
ought  our  fentiments  to  be  unanimous;  we  alfo  would  recommend 
you  to  enter  into  connedtion  with  the  members  of  the  Society  for 

Conftitational 
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Conftittttional  ififonnation  in  London,  of  whom  Mr.  » 

■  is  one  ;  and  wc  are  fully  aflurcd  that  gentleman  will  be 

the  true  fnend  and  advocate  in  our  caufe,  confiflent  with  his 
principles  hitherto  manifefled,  both  in  public  and  private.  We 
have  ehclofed  a  packet  direded  to  you,  with  a  parcel  to  Mr. 

— — ,  in ,  who  is  Secretary  for  the  faid  Society,  and 

who  will  deliver  it  te  you  when  you  call  for  it,  containing 
fome  information. 

Copy  of  Rifolutions  iranfmiited  to  the  Society  for  Conftituttonat 
Information, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Conftitutipnal 
Societies,  held  the  24th  of  March,  1 792,  at  the  Wheel  of  For- 
tune, Saint  Edmund^s,  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  communicate  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  London  Society 
for  Conilitutional  Information  the  following  refolutions. 

ift.  We  are  happy  to  fctf  the  fuccefs  of  die  Sheffield  Society 
for  Conflitutional  Reform,  and  approve  of  the  Delegations  ivhich  • 
you  and  they  have  made,  in  order  to  form  a  plan  of  General  Infor^ 
mation  /  we  humbly  beg  that  you  would  grant  to  us  the  fame  fa- 
vour; and  it  is  our  wiih  that  all  the  Societies  of  a  fimilar  kind  in 
England  were  only  as  fo  many  members /r^w^^  and  indijfolubly 
united  in  one  political  body. 

2dly.  We  believe  that  inftru6ling  the  people  in  political 
knowledge,  and  in  their  natural  and  inherent  rights  as  men,  is 
the  only  efFeftual  way  to  obtain  the  grand  objedl  of  Reform ; 
for  men  need  only  be  made  acquainted  with  the  abufes  of  go- 
vernment, and  they  will  readily  join  in  every  lawful  means  to 
obtain  redrefs.  >  We  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you  that  our 
Societies  coniill  of  fome  hundreds  5  and  new/ocieties  are  frequently 
formingy  ftvhich  iy  delegates  preferve  a  mutual  intercourfe  'with  each 
other  for  infiruBion  and  information;  and  the  greateft  care  has  been 
taken  to  preferve  order  and  regularity  at  our  meetings,  to  con* 
vince  the  world  that  riot  and  diforder  are  no  parts  of  our  political 
creed. 

3dly.  We  believe,  and  are  firmly  perfuaded,  that  Mr.  Burke 
(the  once  friend  of  Liberty)  has  traduced  the  greateft  and  mod 
glorious  Revolution  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  We 
thank  Mr.  Burke  for  the  political  difcuffion  provoked,  and  by 
which  he  has  opened  unto  us  the  dawn  of  a  glorious  da  v. 

4thly.  To  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  our  thanks  are  efpecially  due, 
for  his  frft  and  fecond  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  \  and  we  fincerely 
Wifh  that  he  may  live  to  fee  his  labours  crowned  ivith  fuccefs  in  the 
general  diffufion  of  liberty  and  happinefs  among  mankind, 

5thly.  WC'View,  with  concern,  the  late  difcoveries  relative  to 
ihe  Wefhmnftcr  eleflion,  in  1788;  and  conceive  ourfcl vis,  and 
all  true  friends  of  freedom,  under  great  obligations  to  MefTrs. 
Thomfon,  Wyndham,  Francis,  Taylor,  and  all  the  noble  ajid 
fpirited  MINORITY,  for  their  exertions  in  order  to  difcover  the 
true  fource  of  that  abominable  and  iniquitess  procedure* 

Vol.  IV.  H  6thly 
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6Mj*  We  congratulate  oor  brethren  in  the  rarioas  parts  ef 
the  kingdom,  on  the  progreTs  of  political  knowledge,  and 
eameftly  intreat  them  to  increafe  their  ajfuiations^  in  order  f 
fnrm  one  grand  aaJ  extenfive  uMtom  of  all  the  friends  of  general  liberty 
—and  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  diflant,  when  the  people  of 
England  will  be  equally  and  fiiithfblly  reprefented  in  parliament. 

Signed  by  order, 

,  Chairman. 

Caff  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  London  Corre-' 
^nding  Society  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Society  for  Conftitu-^ 
tional  Information. 

Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Committee  to  fend  to  the  Society  for  Con- 
fiitational  Information,  in  London,  a  copy  of  our  motives  for 
aflbciating,  and  the  refolutions  we  have  come  to.  We  mean  to 
perfevere  in  the  caafe  we  have  embarked  in  ;  that  is,  to  have  (if 
poifible)  an  equal  reprefentttion  of  the  people  of  this  nation  in 
parliament. 

We  ihottld  be  exceedingly  happy  to  enter  into  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  that  Society,  if  it  is  not  too  much  prefomptlon  in  us 
to  exped  fuch  an  honour ;  but  as  our  caufe  is  one,  we  hope  that 
they  will  deign  to  take  fome  notice  of  us,  who  are  now  entering 
upon  a  matter  of  fuch  vad  importance. 

You  will  fee,  by  one  of  our  refolutions,  that  we  have  entered  * 
into  a  correipondence  with  the  Society  at  Sheffield. 

I  am.  Sir, 

With  all  deference. 

Your  mod  obedient 
March  30th,  1792.  and  moii  humble  Serrant, 

Csfy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  John  Rupl  to  J.  Cartwrigbtj  Efq. 
Chairman  of  the  Society  for  Con/tttutional  Information, 

Sir, 

Fully  fenfible  that  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information 
have  made  no  facrifice  to  delicacy  in  their  addrefs  to  ns,  we  on 
our  part  ihall  affe£l  no  difguife. 

Voluntary  aiTociations  not  being  armed  with  public  authority, 
have  no  force  but  that  of  truth,  no  hope  of  fucce^  but  in  the 
length  of  reafon,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  public. 

We  profefs  not  to  entertain  a  wifli  **  that  the  gi^at  plan  of 
^'  public  benefit  which  Mr  Paine  has  fo  powerfully  recommended 
♦'  will  fpeedily  be  carried  into  cffc^,"  nor  to  amufe  our  fellow- 
citizens  with  the  magnificent  promife  of  obuining  for  them 
"  the  rights  of  the  people  in  their /j#J7  extent  :** — the  indefinite 
language  of  delufion,  which  bv  opening  unbounded  profpefls 
of  political  adventure  tends  to  aeltroy  that  public  opinion  which 
is  the  fupport  of  all  free  govemmentSj  and  to  excite  a  fpirit  of 

innovation 
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innovation  of  which  no  wifdom  can  forefee  the  effeGta,  and  no 
fkill  dired  the  courfe.  We  view  man  as  he  is,  the  creatare  of 
habit,  as  well  as  of  reafon.  We  think  it  therefore  our  bounden 
duty  to  propofe  no  extreme  changes,  which,  however  fpecious 
in  theory,  can  never  be  accomphflied  without  violence  to  the 
fettled  opinions  of  mankind,  nor  attempted  without  endangering 
fome  of  the  moft  eftimable  advantages  which  we  confededly 
enjoy.  We  are  convinced  that  the  people  bear  a  fixed  attach- 
ment to  the  happy  form  of  our  government,  and  the  genuine 
principles  of  our  conftitution ;  thefe  we  cherifli  as  objects  of 
juft  afFe^ion,  not  from  any  implicit  reverence,  or  habitual  fu- 
perdition,  bat  as  inftitutions  belt  calculated  to  produce  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  man  in  civil  fociety :  and  it  is  becaufe  we  are  con- 
vinced that  abufes  are  undermining  and  corrupting  them,  that 
we  have  aflTociated  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  principles. 

"  We  wi(h  to  reform  the  Conflitation,  becaufe  we  wjlh  to 
prefervc  it.'* 

Affociations  formed  in  the  face  of  power,  in  oppodtion  to  the 
interefts  of  onr  prefent  legiflators,  evince  that  individual  fecurity 
and/^ff^imiepend^nce  are  already  eftablilhed  by  our  laws. 

The  immenfe  accumulation  of  debt,  the  enormous  taxation 
of  feventeen  millions  of  annual  revenue,  demonftrate  that  the 
colliSi've  interefts  of  the  coflununity  have  been  negleded  or  be- 
trayed. 

We  believe  the  defeftive  conftitution  of  the  aflembly  entrufted 
with  the  public  purfe,  to  be  the  real  fource  of  this  evil.  With 
this  view  we  have  pledged  ourfelves  to  attempt  a  timely  and 
falutary  reform,  adherine  in  every  meafure  we  may  take  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Conftitution.  According  to  thofe 
acknowledged  principles,  the  people  have  a  perftft  right  to 
poiTefs  an  organ,  bv  which  the  public  mind  may  fpeak  in  legif- 
lation ;  and  to  bind  their  reprelentatives  to  the  interefts  of  the 
whole  community,  by  a  frequent  renovation  of  the  truft.  Thefe 
objefls  accomplifhed,  we  believe  abufes  will  find  no  protedlioii 
in  a  genuine  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  that  regulations  beft 
adapted  to  the  public  happinefs  will  oe  gradually  infufed  into 
our  laws,  through  the  known  channels  of  legiflation:  and  that 
the  agitated  minds  of  men,  refuming  their  confidence  in  parlia-> 
ment,  will  fubfide  into  a  calm  expectation  of  redrefs,  without 
forgetting  the  principles  or  violating  the  form  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion. 

Thefe,  as  we  think,  are  the  views  of  men  detefting  anarchy, 
yet  finccre  friends  of  the  people.  Your  letter  appears  to  us  to 
be  written  with  a  view  to  create  diftruft  of  onr  defigns,  to  in- 
finuate  doubts  of  fincerity,  and  to  excite  an  early  fufpicion  of 
our  principles  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  We  have  not,  how- 
ever, refufed,  in  anfwer,  to  difclaim  what  we  condemn,  and 
to  avow  our  real  objedls,  from  the  purfuit  of  which  we  will  not 
fufter  ourfelves  to  be  diverted  by  any  controverfy.    We  muft 

a  2  beg 
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beg  leave,  at  the  (ame  time,  to  decline  all  future  intercourfe 
with  a  Society  whofe  views  and  objeds,  as  far  as  we  can  collect 
them  from  the  various  refolutions  and  proceedings  which  have 
been  publifhed,  we  cannot  help  regarding  as  irreconcileable 
with  ihofe  real  interefts  on  which  you  profefs  to  inform  and  en* 
lighten  the  people. 

(Signed)        JOHN  RUSSEL,  Chairman. 

Freemaibns  Tavern, 
Saturday,  May  xzth,  1792* 

Freemalbns  Tavern,  May  12th,  1792. 
At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
ple aHbciated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  Parliamentary  Reform, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  JohnRuflel  in  the  Chair, 

Refolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  including  the  letter 
from  the  Society  for  Conftitudonai  Information,  and  the  anfwerof 
this  Society  to  that  letter,  be  printed  and  publiflied. 

Refolved,  That,  together  with  the  anfwer  of  this  Society  to  the 
letter  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  there  be  tranf* 
mitted  to  John  Cartwright,  Efquire,  Chairman  of  that  Society,  a 
copy  of  the  Refolution  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
to  print  and  p^blifli  the  letter  and  reply. 

JOHN  RUSSEL,  Chairman, 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Stcctport  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London 
Correjpondihg  Society.     Received  i^th  Sept.  1792. 
Dear  Sir, 
In  obedience  to  the  wiihes  of  the  Society  here,  I  have  the  plea- 
fore  of  acknowledging  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  the  packet 
which  the  kindnefs  of  our  brothers  of  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  fo  opportunely  prefented  us  with. 

It  is  doubly  deferving  our  thanks,  as  it  fhews  your  kindnefs,  and 
as  it  will  be  ufefiil  in  the  formation  of  our  infant  Society  :  we 
iland  much  in  need  of  your  experience  in  this  particular,  and  we 
doubt  not  of  yo^r  beil  affiilance*  We  are  forrounded  by  a  majority, 
a  formidable  one  indeed,  in  power,  abilities,  and  numbers;  but  we 
arenotdifmayc-d. 

We  have  carefully  perufed  the  addrefles ;  and  I  am  to  obferve 
on  their  consents  in  general,  that  the  fentimehts  harMy  rife  to  that 
height  ivhicb  otr  expeSifrom  menyfenfihU  of  their  full  claims  to  abfo^ 
lute  and  uncontroulable  liberty f  i.  e.  tuiaccountahle  to  any  p^wer  'which 
they  have  not  immediately  cot:Jlituted  and  appointed* 

Thefc  are  our  fentiments,  whatever  may  be  yours,  though  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  political  knowledge  it  may  he  prudent  not  to  awvw 
them  openly.  We  defire  your  fentiments  on  the  means  of  accom- 
pliihing  that  objcifl  which  we  prcfume  you  have  in  view  in  com« 
mon  with  us.  We  think  it  expedient  that  we  ihould  perfectly 
underHand  each  other  in  the  beginning,  lefl  the  appearance  of 
difunion  might  furniih  matter  of  triumph  to  our  enemies.  We 
obferve  one  expreflion,  which  lays,  **  Numerous  other  reforms 
•  **  would 
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f  would  undoubtedly  take  place,  &c.  &c."  But  we  afk,  how 
is  that  Parliament  to  be  chofen  ?  Can  we  expeft  it  from  the  pre- 
fcnt  order  of  things  ?  IVould  not  all  the  evil  be  done  arway  at  once 
by  the  people  ajjimbledin  Con<uentionT  Does  it  appear  probable,  that 
the  odieus  laws  which  we  complain  of  will  be  aboliihed  any  other 
way  ?  Can  the  grievances  arifmg  from  Ariftocracy  be  redreflcd, 

while  the •  retains  its  prefcnt  authority  in  the  legiflature  ? 

Is  the  univerfal  right  of  confcience  ever  to  be  attained,  while  the 

B—  maintain  their  feats  on  the  -; .  ^ 

Your  thoughts  on  thefe  important  points  we  moft  earnellly 
idefire  may  be  tranfmitted  to  us  as  foon  as  pofiible  :  not  direded 
as  the  laft ;  we  fear  it  will  excite  fufpicion.     Dire£l  to  Mr.  — 

__ ^   Stockport,   who  is  chairman  occafiqnally  in 

the  abfence  of  — ,  who  refidcs  too  far  from  hence  to  be  at 
hand  on  emergencies. 

Yours,  &c. 

Copy  of  a  LiUirfrom  Mr.  Mar  gar ot  to  the  Friends  of  Univerfal 
Peace,  and  of  the  Rights  of  Man  Society^  at  Stockport. 

London,  i  ith  Qflober,  1792. 
Sir, 

With  infinite  fatisfaftion  the  London  Correfponding  Society 
Committee  perufed  your  letter :  they  are  happy  te  learn  your* 
ftcady  determination,  fpite  of  all  obllacles,  to  purfue  that  fole 
means  of  political  felicity,  a  perfedl  reprefentation  of  the  people. 

With  regard  to  our  publications,  our  fentiments  are  expreifed 
in  as  ftrong  terms  as  prudence  tvill  permit,  yet  plain  enough  nve 
imagine  to  convince  the  public  that  while  we  expcft  every  thing 
from  an  honeft  and  an  annual  Parliament,  nothing  fhort  of  fuch  a 
fenate,  chofen  by  the  whole  n^ition,  will  fatisfy  us. 

True  generofity,  the  charafteriftic  of  this  nation,  and  of  all  un- 
perverted  men  throughout  the  globe,  calling  upon  us  to  coun- 
tenance, at  this  junfture,  the  arduous  flru^gle  of  the  French  na- 
tion againfi  defpotifm  and  ariftocracy,  thofe  toes  to  the  human  race, 
we  have  retolvcd  upon  addreffing  the  French  National  Con* 
vention. 

Without  entering  into  the  probable  effefls  of  fuch  a  meafure, 
cffefts  which  your  Society  will  not  fail  to  difcover,  we  invite  you 
to  join  us';  and  to  that  end  herewith  you  have  a  copy  of  our  in- 
tended addrefs ;  if  you  approve  the  idea,  and  will  concur  in  fend- 
ing it,  be  pleafed  to  return  us  without  delay  a  copy,  figned  by 
your  Prefident  and  Secretary,  or  by  the  delegates,  dating  each 
for  how  many  perfons  he  figns ;  we  will  then  afTociate  your  body 
with  ours,  and  with  fome  ouiers  who  have  already  aifented  to  the 
meafure.— If,  on  the  contrary,  you  difapprove  that  mark  of  ze^l 
to^joards  the  only  nation  that  has  hitherto  undertaken  to  reftore  to  man- 
ftind  itsjuft  rights,  pleafe  to  communicate  to  us  your  objefUons. 
I  am.  Sir,  /or  the  Committee  of  Delegates, 

Yours,  &c.  M.  M.  Ch. 

3  Copji 
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CfPj  of  a  Littirfrm  the  E£un  of  the  Patri^  to  the  Secretary 
efthe  London  Corresponding  Society. 

Sir,  ^  ^  Sheffield,  prober  15th,  1792. 

Having  nothing  particular  to  commonicate  to  your  Society  at 
the  time  of  the  publication  of  our  laft  namber,  we  contented  our- 
feNes  with  a  general  acknowledgement  of  the  receipt  of  your 
faroor.  We  now  gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  efpecially 
thanking  you  for  the  faunc,  and  at  the  fame  time  aflbring  you, 
that  the  communications  you  ient  us  (hall  appear  in  the  next 
■amber  of  thc^atriot. 

We  beg  la^c  alfo  to  throw  in  our  mite  of  commendation  of 
the  laudable  fpirit  which  yon  hare  evinced,  in  your  intention  to 
addrefs  the  National  Convention  of  Prance;  and  hope  fincerely, 
that  your  example  will  be  followed  by  all  the  Societies  in  the 
two  kingdoms,  Ireland  having  already  fet  the  example. 

Within  thefe  fews  days  we  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  a  Society  intended  to  be  formed  at  Stockport,  a  very 
populous  mana&£luring  town,  only  feven  miles  from  Mancheftcr, 
a  copy  of  which  we  t&nk  it  neceflary  to  fend  yon  herewith,  by 
which  yon  will  feo  the  unjuflifiable  oppofition  which  is  making 
by  the  enemies  to  a  reform,  and  the  friends  and  tools  of  arbitrary 
power,  arainft  the  increafeof  thofe  Societies^  and  the  attempt  to 
crufh  and  annihiLite  our  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  in  the 
Tery  bud.  We  thought  it  oor  duty  to  anfwer  the  letter  imme- 
diately, in  order  to  give  them  every  encouragement  within  the 
fcope  of  our  feeble  abilities ;  and  herewith  alfo  fend  your  Society 
a  copy  of  our  letter  on  that  occasion  ;  but  we  are  apprehenfive 
that  the  voice  of  a  few  individuals  may  not  have  weignt  enough 
to  anfwer  the  wiflied-fbr  end,  of  infpiring  them  with  fufficient 
confidence  to  perfevere.  ff^c  hope  your  Society  nvill  oJfo  gi*ue  them 
ycurfanffion,  advice^  andjfuppert,  as  it  will  be  in  vain  for  the  friends 
to  reform  to  contend  with  the  tremendous  hoft  of  enemies  they 
have  to  encounter,  nnlefs  they  firmly  on  all  occafions  fland  by  and 
fncconr  one  another. 

It  is  with  the  greateil  fatisfaflion  we  announce  to  you,  that 
fevcral  Societies  have  been  formed  within  the  laft  three  weeks  in 
Edinburgh,  not  \tb  than  feven  or  eight ;  and  alfo  that  a  patriotic 

£rint  is  about  to  make  its  appearance,  under  the  dire£lion  of 
iajor  Johnfon,  who  is  aho  Preudent  of  one  of  the  Societies.  We 
have  received  fome  moft  fpiritcd  communications  from  thence  ; 
and  our  bookfellerhas  fent  an  order  for  50  additional  numbers  of 
every  publication  of  our  work  ttiore  than  what  was  before  in  cir- 
culation, with  an  aflurance  that  it  was  daily,  incrcafing  in  fame 
and  demand  for  it.  We  clearly  forefee  that  Scotland  will  foon 
take  the  lead  of  this  country,  and  conceive  it  will  be  neceflarjr  to 
take  the  greateft  care  that  an  univerfal  communication  fhould 
be  conffantly  kept  up  between  the  fcveral  Societies,  however 
diilant,  and  that  all  fhould  determine  to  ad  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciple. 
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cipl€,  and  move  together t  at  near  as  may  be,  in  regular  and  aai<oe 
utti/on.  ^Twas  fy  this  Method  France  became  fo  thoroughly  mnited s 
and  IV e  ought  never  to  lofe  fight  of  it. 

The  Sheffield  Society  has  been  lately  rcvifed  and  re-organized; 
and  in  a  very  (hort  time  they  will  prcicnt  the  public  with  an  ad- 
drefs,  and  afet  of  rules,  regulations,  and  refolves,  which  I  think 
will  do  them  infinite  credit. 

We  fhall  be  happy  to  hear  from  jrour  Society  on  crery  occafio|i 

4  that  may  be  agreeaole  and  convement;  and  any  communications 

which  in  future  they  may  wifti  to  convey  to  the  public  through  the 

medium  of  The  Patriot,  they  may  rely  on  it  every  attention  and 

regard  ftiall  be  paid  to  them. 

We  remain,  with  great  refpcft, 
FcUow-Citizcn, 

Yours  moft  refpedlfully. 

The  Editors  of  the  Patriot, 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Leicefier  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Irformatiotu 
Sir,  Leicefter,  9th  November,  1792. 

As  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  you,  I  hope  yon  will  not  omit  my 
requeft,  and  forward  every  neceiTary  particular  by  the  firll  mail. 
We  are  to  have  our  firft  adjourned  meeting  on  Monday  even- 
ing next ;  and  I  wifh  our  Secretary  to  be  well  prepared  to  meet 
tytry  cxpeaation,  and  every  objeftion. 

We  fludl  ftand  in  need  0/  a  fort  of  creed  for  immadiate  pub- 
lication. 

lam,  I'c. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Society  for  Political  Information  at 
Norwich  to  the  Secretary  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

Mr.  Secretary,  Norwich,  November  iich,  1792. 

Sir, 
We,  the  Society  for  Politicallnformation,  are  defirous  of  holding 
and  ftrenuoudy  fupporcing  the  noble  fencimoncs  which  you  fo  lately 
and  friendly  difperfed  among  us  ;  and  as  we  fo  much  admire  your 
well-adopted  plan  for  a  reformation  in  the  State,  permit  us,  with 
the  utmoft  deference  to  your  worthy  Society,  to  participate  with 
you  in  all  your  great  national  correfpondence,  which  your  very 
name  promiies  to  maintain;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  it  is 
humbly  deiired,  by  the  Society  which  I  have  the  happinefs  to  re* 
preient,  to  incorporate  three  members  with  yoar  worthy  frater- 
nity ;  in  doinj^  which  I  fhall  here  inform  you  of  their  names  and 
refidence,    wmch  are  as  follows,  '  ___  i 

•— Our  principal  defign  in  doing  thb,    is,  that  we  may  have 

an  opportunity  of  knowing  more  exadtly  what  may  be  thought  the 
moft  eligiUe  (leps  to  be  taken  m  carrying  on  this  great  bufinefs 
of  our  2lbciated  brethren,    and  to  have  an  opportuity  to  aik  fuch 

(ort 
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ibrt  of  qnefiioiu  as  may  be  thought  vei^  reafonable  among  the 
brethreo  ;    efpecially  when  we  think  that  pobljcations  are  covered 
with  a  fort  of  obfcurity  in  it,  as  the  Sheffield  people's  declaration, 
which  feemed  determined  to  fupport  the  Dake  of  Richmond's  plan 
only ;  bat  fince  we  find,  in  a  printed  letter  received  from  them  m  a 
book,  that  they  mean  to  abide  by  fome  moderate  reform,  as  may 
hereafter  be  brought  forward  by  the  Friends  of  the  People,  which 
method  i$  uncertain  to  ns.     Again,  we  find  that  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  and  the  Society  for  Confiitational  Information,  do  not 
exadly  agree ; — we  coold  be  glad  to  know  the  reafon.    It  feems 
to  me  as  though  the  difference  was  this : — The  Friends  of  the 
People  mean  only  a  partial  reform,    becaufe  they  leave  out  the 
words  expreffing  iht  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan,  and  talk  only  of 
a  reform ;  while  the  Manchefter  people  feem  to  intimate  ly  ad^ 
Jreffing  Mr.  Paintt  as  though  they  *were   intent  upon  republican  prin^ 
tiplis  omJj*     Now,  to  come  dofer  to  the  main  queftion,  it  is  only 
defired  to  know  whether  the  generality  of  the  Societies  mean  to 
reft  iatlsfied  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  only  ;  OR  WH£«- 
THER   IT    IS  THEIR  PRIVATE   DESIGN   TO  RIP    UP 
MONARCHY  BY    THE    ROOTS,  AND   PLACE  DEMO- 
CRACY   IN  ITS  STEAD..  I  ftiall  now.  Sir,  give  you  an  exaft 
account  of  what  plan  I  could  wifhto  obtain,  which  I  have  already 
moved  for  at  our  General  Meeting,  viz.    a  full  and  equal  Repre<* 
fentation  of  the  whole  body  of  the  People,   a  general   Suffrage  of 
Votes,  and  Annual  Parliaments.   I  remember  the  Society  for  Con- 
ititutional  Information  intimated  to  us  that  Mr.  — ^—  ufed  to 
Write  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  Revolution  Society  :  if  you  ap- 
prove  of  that  appellation,  pray  be  fo  kind  as  to  give  us  a  full  and 
lacisfadory  anfwer.     I  ihall  fay  no  more  at  prefent,  but  remain  a 
friend  to  peace,   not  to  anarchy ;    a  well-wi(her  to  the  rights  of 
man,  when  obtamed  by  confent ;  and  your  moft  obedient,  &c. 

Cbpy  of  a  Letter  from  Manchefler  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society 
for  Confiitutional  Information, . 

Sir,  Manchefter,  November  13th,  1792. 

The  Manchefter  Reformation  Society,  being  convinced  that 
the  caufc  of  freedom  will  be  much  promoted  by  opening  a  cor- 
-refpondence  with  the  different  Patriotic  Societies  in  this  king^ 
dom,  have  therefore  thought  it  neceiTary  to  addrefs  your  Society 
for  this  purpofe. 

The  caufe  of  Lihifrty  goes  on  rapidly  in  this  town ;  our  Society 
meets  iveekly,  and  ive  enter  fe^veral  nenjj  members  every  time.  We 
ihould  .have  beeh  more  numerous,  had  not  the  influence  of  the 
Ariftocrats  hunted  us  out  of  the  public  houfc  where  we  met ;  but 
we  hope  this  ftep  will  be  no  wayis  detrimental  in  the  end,  for  wc 
prefently  rallied  our  members,  and  took  a  private  houfe  to  meet 
m,  where  we  have  met  fome  time  paft  :  we  are  juft  going  to  pub- 
lifh  a  frefti  declaration  ;  and  we  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but, 
when  it  appears,  it  will  be  the  means  of  incrcafing  our  Society 
prodigloufly. 

Wc 
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We  fliall  deem  it  as  a  great  favour  if  you  would  fend  us  any  in- 
formation that  you  may  think  worth  communication,  and  may  reit 
alTured  that  we  fhall  always  be  proud  of  any  opportunity  by 
which  it  may  be  in  our  power  to  return  the  favour. 

(Signed) 

Secretary  to  the  Reformation  Society. 

Pleatfe  to  direft  to  Mr.  Gorfe,  No.  7,  Great  Newton -ftrcet, 
near  New  Crofs,  Mancheller. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Leicefter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society 
for  Conflitutional  lnformatior{. 
Sir, 
I  fent  a  letter  per  Mail  as  a  parcel,  requefting  you  to  fend  m% 
every  particular  requifite  to  enable  us  to  eftablilh  a  conftitutional  ' 
fociety  at  Leicefter,  limilar  to  yours,  and  thofe  at  Manchefter, 
Stockport,  &c. 

Send  me,  if  you  plcafe,  all  that  is  neccflary  by  frft  mail :  we 
want  laws,  orders,  principles,  creeds,  addreiTes,  declarations,  re- 
folutions,  &c. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Leicefter,  (In  great  hade) 

Nov.  15th,  1792.  Your  humble  fervant. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Coventry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society 
for  Conjiitutional  Information. 

Sir, 
At  a  meeting  which  was  laft  week  convened  for  the  purpofe  o£ 
inftituting  a  fociety  for  conftitutional  in:ormation,  it  was  deter- 
mined by  the  perfons  prefent  to  form  themlelves  into  a  fociety  for 
that  purpofe :  as  it  was  thought  expedient  that  a  plan  fhould  be 
adopted,  which  would  be  calculated  to  produce  the  obje£>  of  the 
inftitution,  the  fociety  refolved  that  they  would  apply  to  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Society  in  London  ;  and  at  their  requeft  I  have  now- 
taken  the  liberty  of  foliciting  you  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  tranf« 
mit  to  us  a  copy  of  the  plan  of  the  Sheffield  or  any  other  fociety, 
which  yotf  may  think  bejl  a,1apted  to  produce  the  end  of  the  infiitu- 
tion.  Your  compliance  with  the  requeft  will  not  only  be  a  fanc- 
tion  to  the  inftitution,  but  will  be  attended  with  the  falutary  ef* 
fe(fl  which  refults  from  fuch  inftitutions. 
I  am,  Sir, 

^   Your  moft  obedient  humble  ^rvant, 

P.  S.  Our  corporation  has  been  apprifed  of  our  intention  of 
forming  a  conftitutional  fociety ;  and  have  threatened  us  with  a 
profccution ;  but  .we  are  determined  to  perfevere  in  oar  intention. 
Coventry, 

Nov.  26th,  1792* 

VouIV.  X  Tit 
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The  inclofcd  hand  bill,  which  wc  privmtely  circulated  hirt  Jhm§ 
timefince,  has  fo  cxafpcrated  our  corporation,  that  they  now  de- 
clare ihcy  will  puni(h  us  with  that  rigour  and  feverity  which  the 
proclamation  has  empowered  them  with. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corefpond^ 
ing  Society  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  fnr  Conftitutional 
Information. 

Sir,  London,  30th  Nov.  1792. 

I  am  diredlcd  by  the  Committee  of  Delegates  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  to  fend  your  fociety  the  inclofed  copy  of 
an  AcWrcfs  they  arc  forthwith  going  to  publifh,  as  an  anfwer  to 
the  fophiftical  Addrefs  lately  fcnt  forth  from  the  Affociaiion  for 
the  prefervation  of  property,  &c.  from  the  inroads  of  levelleiv 
and  republicans. 

I  am. 
With  great  efteem. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Secretary. 

Addrefs  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to  the  other 
Societies  in  Great  Britain^  united  for  the  obuining  a 
Reform  in  Parliament. 

Friends,  and  fellow  countrymen, 
Unlefs  wc  are  greatly  deceived,  the  time  is  approaching  when 
the  objcft  for  which  we  ftruggle  is  likely  to  come  within  our  reach. 
That  a  nation  like  Britain  ihould  be  free,  it  is  requifitc  only  that 
Britons  (hould  will  it  to  become  fo— that  fuch  ihould  be  their 
will,  the  abufes  of  our  original  conftitution,  and  the  alarms  of 
our  ariltocratic  enemies,  fumciently  witncfs.  Confident  in  the  puri^ 
ty  of  our  motives,  and  in  the  juAice  of  our  caufe,  let  us  meet 
falfehood  with  proofs,  and  hypocrify  with  plainnefs;  let  us  perfe- 
verc  in  declaring  our  principles,  and  mifreprefentation  will  meet 
its  due  reward — Contempt. 

In  this  view  the  artifices  of  alateariilocratic  afiTociatlon,  formed 
on  the  20th  inilant,  call  for  a  few  remarks,  on  account  of  the 
declaration  they  Have  publifhed  relative  to  other  clubs  and  focie- 
ties  formed  in  this  nation.  It  is  true  that  this  meeting  of  gentle- 
men (for  fothey  ftyle  thcmfelves)  have  mentioned  no  names,  in- 
danced  no  fads,  quoted  no  authorities ;  but  they  take  upon  theni- 
felves  to  affert  that  bodies  of  their  countrymen  have  been  afifoci- 
ated,  profefling  opinions  favourable  to  the  RIGHTS  OF  MAN, 
to  LIBERTY  and  ECyJALITY ;  and  moreover  that  thofe  opi- 
nions arc  conveyed  in  the  Terms,  NO  KING,  NO  PARLIA- 
MENT. — So  much  for  their  aflcrtions. 

If  this  be  intended  to  include  the  focieties  to  which  we  refpec^ 
Uvely  belong,  wc  here  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  deny  the  latter 
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part  of  the  charge^  while,  in  admitting  the  fonner,  we  claim  the 
privilege,  and  glory  in  the  character  of  Britons.  Whoever  (hall 
attribute  to  us  the  exprcffions  of  NO  KING,  NO  PARLIA* 
M£NT,  or  any  defign  of  invading  the  property  of  other  men« 
16  guilty  of  a  wilful,  an  impudent,  and  a  malicious  ^alfchood. 

We  know  and  are  fenfible  that  the  wages  of  every  man  are  hit 
right ;  that  difference '  of  ilrength,  of  talents,  and  of  indudry, 
do  and  ought  to  afford  proportionable  diflindtions  of  property, 
which,  when  acquired,  and  confirmed  by  the  laws,  is  facred  And 
inviolable.  We  defy  the  mofl  flavifh  and  malevolent  man  in  th« 
meeting  of  the  20th  inftant  to  bring  the  remotefl  proof  to  the 
contrary.  If  there  be  no  proof,  we  call  upon  them  to  juflify  an 
iniidious  calumny,  which  leems  invented  only  to  terrify  indepen- 
dent  Britons  from  reclaiming  the  rightful  conilitution  of  their  v 
country.  We  admit  and  we  declare  that  we  are  friends  to  CIVIL 
LIBERTY,  and  therefore  to  P^ATURAL  EQUALITY,  both 
of  which  we  confidcr  as  the  RIGHTS  OF  MANKIND.  Could 
we  believe  them  to  be  *'  in  dire6l  oppofition  to  the  laws  of  this 
Iand»*'  we  fhould  blufh  to  find  ourfelves  among  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants.  But  we  are  perfuaded  that  the  abufes  of  the  conili- 
tution  v/ill  never  pafs  current  for  its  true  principles  ;  fince  we  are 
told  in  its  firll  charter  that  ALL  ARE  EQUAL  IN  THE 
SIGHT  OF  THE  LAW,  which  ''  fliali  neitherbe  fold,  nor  re- 
•'  fufed,  nor  delayed  to  any  free  man  whatfoever."  Should  it 
jBver  happen  that  **  ri^ht  and  juftice"  are  oppofed  by  expence, 
by  refufal,  or  by  delay,  then  is  this  principle  of  equality  violated,  ~ 
and  we  are  no  longer  free  men. 

Such  are  our  notions  of  thofe  rights  which  it  is  boldly  main-, 
lained  "  are  inconfillent  with  the  well-being  of  fociety:"  But 
}et  us  not  fuffer  men  who  avow  no  principles  of  liberty,  whofc 
&vourite  cry  is  inequality  of  property,  to  eflrange  others  of  oar 
countrymen  from  aiding  us  in  ferving  the  community,  and  from 
recovering  to  the  nation  that  fhare  of  its  fovereignty  which  has 
unhappily  been  facrified  to  corrupt  courtiers  and  intriguing 
boroughmongcrs.  ^  • 

If  our  laws  and  conftitution  be  juft  and  wife  in  their  origin  and 
their  principle,  every  deviation  from  them,  as  firft  eftablifhcd, 
inuft  be  injurious  to  the  people  whofe  perfons  and  property  were 
thenfecured;  if  at  the  Revolution  this  country  was  adequately 
feprefented,  it  is  now  fo  no  longer,  and  therefore  calls  aloud  for 
reform. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  people  of  Britain  are  fuperior  to  other 
nations,  is  it  that  our  taxes  are  lefs  bufthenfome  ?  or  that  our  pro- 
vifions  are  lefs  expenfive  ?  Is  is  from  the  various  produftions  of 
our  foil  that  we  arc  rich  ?  Is  it  owing  to  the  majority  of  our 
numbers  that  we  arc  llrong  ? — Certainly  not.  France  has  the  ad- 
vanuge  in  all  thefe  refpedls,  and  up  to  this  period  (he  has  never 
\>ten  our  fuperior  in  wealth,  in  power,  in  talents,  or  in  virtue. 
But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,  the  difference  between  us  and 
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that  nation  was  formerly  that  our  monarchy  was  limited,  while 
theirs  was  p-bfo-urc — that  the  number  of  our  ariftocracy  did  not 
equal  the  thoafandth  part  of  theirs — that  we  had  trial  by  jury, 
while  they  had  none — that  our  perfons  were  protedcd  by  the  laws, 
while  their  lives  were  at  the  mercy  of  every  titled  individual. 
We,  therefore,  had  that  to  fight  for  which  to  them  was  unknown 
•^fincc  we  were  men  uhile  they  were  (lives. 

The  fcene  has  indeed  changed — Like  our  brave  aneedors  of 
the  lait  century,  they  have  driven  out  the  family  that  would  have 
dcdroyed  them ;  they  have  fcattered  the  mercenaries  who  invaded 
their  freedom,  r.iid  have  •*  broken  their  chains  on  the  heads  of 
•'  their  oppreffors.''  Jf,  during  this  conflift  with  military  affairins 
and  domeitic  traitors,  cruelty  and  revenge  have  arifen  among  a 
few  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  let  us  lament  thefe  cfFtfts  of  a 
bloody  and  tyrannous  manifeflo,  but  let  us  leave  to  the  hypocrite 
pretenders  to  humanity  the  taHc  of  blackening  the  misfortune, 
and  attributing  to  a  whole  nation  the  aft  of  an  enraged  populace. 

As  we  have  never  yet  been  cad  fo  low  at  the  foot  of  defpotifin, 
fo  it  is  not  requ'Gtc  that  we  Ihould  appeal  to  the  fame  awful  tri- 
bunal with  our  brethren  on  the  Continent.  May  our  enmities  be 
N^ritten  in  fand,  but  may  our  rights  be  engraven  on  marble !  we 
defire  to  overthrow  no  property  -but  thr.t  which  has  been  raifed  on 
the  ruins  of  our  liberty.  We  look  with  reverence  on  the  landed 
and  commercial  interefts  of  our  country  ;  but  we  view  with  ab- 
Jjorrence  that  monopoly  of  burgage  tenures  unwarranted  by  law 
or  rcafon  in  this  or  any  other  nation  in  Europe. 

Let  us  tlien  continue,  with  patience  and  Hrmnefs,  in  the  path 
•which  is  begun.  Let  us  avait  and  iJc^tch  the  tnfuing  fejfions  of  far- 
liament^  from  ivhom  i-f  ha've  much  to  bo^^e^  and  little  to  fear  •  Tbt 
Houfe  rf  CommofTj  /.»«.  ,  i-a^ve  been  the  Jcurce  of  our  calamity,  it  may 
pro've  that  of  our  deliverance.  Should  it  not,  ive  trufi  tve  /hall  not 
frove  unworthy  of  cur  forefathers,  ivhoje  exertions  in  the  caufe  cf 
mankind  fo  <wcU  deferve  our  imitation, 

(Signed)        JMAURICE  MARGAROT,  Chairman. 

London,  — ,  Secretary, 

19th  Novp  1792, 
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Appendix  E. 

Copjafa  Letter  from  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  Sheffield   t$ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Confiitutional  Information, 

Sheffield  Society  for  Confiitutional  Information. 

Committee  Room,  January  i6th,  179J. 
*'  Refolved, 

*'  That  a  circular  letter  be  immediately  forwarded  by  thu 
*'  committee  to  every  fociety  in  Great  Briuin  (that  is  known  to 
•'  us)  which  has  affociatcd  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  reform 
•'  in  Parliament,  requefting  each  fociety  to  inform  us  in  what 
••  manner  they  mean  to  come  forward  in  fupport  of  their  feveral 
**  declarations  during  the  prefeni  feffion  of  Parliament." 
Sir, 

In  confequence  of  the  above  refolution,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  addrefline  your  fociety,  and  of  informing  you  that  It  is  thi 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  fentiments  and  determination 
of  every  fociety  in  Great  Britain  ought*  to  be  explicitly  known, 
and  candidly  declared,  in  order  that  fuch  of  them  as  coincide  in 
idea  on  this  great  conftitutional  queftion  may  aft  in  concert  to- 
gether ;  a  circumllance  which  will  greatly  add  to  their  ilrength 
and  confeauence,  and  which  indeea  appears  to  be  indifpen&bly 
requifite  to  be  done  without  further  delay. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  ftate,  that  in  our  opinion  any  re- 
form will  prove  nugatory,  or  at  leaft  fall  far  (hort  of  the  perma- 
nent and  important  advantages  to  the  country  and  conftitution 
which  we  have  in  view,  that  does  not  confift  oi  a  reft  or  at  ion  of  the 
right  of  univerfal  fuffrage  (except  of  perfons  not  of  fane  mind,*  under 
the  age  of  twentj-one  years^  and  thofe  incapacitated  by  crimes)  to- 
gether with  annual  eie^ions ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  regaining 
thefe  our  rights,  we  propofe  to  petition  the  Common^  Houfe  of 
Parliament  this  feilion,  to  tnke  into  their  mofl  fcrious  confidera- 
tion  the  prefent  fvery  inadequate  ftate  of  the  retrefentation  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  various  and  great  abufes  refulting 
there  from,  and  that  they  will  take  fuch  f-eedy  and  cffedual  mea- 
Aires  to  remove  thofe  evils,  and  remedy  the  grievances  confequent 
thereon,  at  to  their  wifdom  Ihall  feein  mofl  proper. 

As  the  importi^nce  and  magnitude  of  the  quel  i ion  requires  that 
no  time  (hould  be  lofi  which  can  poflibly  be  avoi.led/  we  beg  that 
your  fociety  will  have  the  goodneis  to  inform  us  how  far  our  pro- 
pofed  plan  meets  with  your  approbation,  or  in  what  refpedl,  and 
to  what  degree  of  extent,  we  differ. 

At  all  events  it  appears  highly  neccffary  that  the  feveral  fo- 
cietjes  in  the  kingdom  fhould  requeft  to  know  imnTieJiately  what 
are  the  exprefs  vi'-ws  and  pl:in<i  »)f  *'  The  Society  of  the  1  riends 
*'  of  the  People,"  in  order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  jud^e  how 
far  they  fhall  be  warranted  in  feconding  and  fupporting  the  bill 
which  Mr.  Grey  has  riven  notice  he  means  to  introduce  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feffion,  for  the 
purpufe  of  obtaining  this  great  and  defirable  object. 

Reqaefling 
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Reqaefting  an  anfwer  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible — wc  remain,  witfc 
t}x  greatefl  refped,  in  the  name>  and  by  order  of  tiie  Com* 
Ibittce, 

Sir, 
Your  mofl  obedient  fervants, 

,  Prcfident. 

,  Secretary, 

Cofj  of  a  Letter  from  the  Society  for  Conjiltutional  Information 

at  Birmingham  to  the  Society  for  Conjiitutional  Informatior^ 

in  London. 

Birmingham,  February  6th,  1793. 
Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens, 

The  Members  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information^ 
eflablilhed  at  this  place,  November  20th,  1792,  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  before  you  our  printed  addrefs  and  declaration, 
and  our  rules  and  orders,  which  we  have  adopted  from  the  Shef- 
field Society  for  our  internal  govjrpment ;  and  co  Ihew  our  juftice, 
our  moderation,  and  love  to  all  mankind,  we  defire  your  advice 
and  affiftance,  that  the  general  mind  of  our  fociety  m..y  be  formed 
nnanimouily  to  the  bell  and  mofl  likely  mode  of  obtaining  our 
long-loft  rights  as  men  free  born,  and  as  citizens  by  univerfal 
incorporation. 

,  The  interefted  and4).]gotted  fupporters  of  the  exploded  f.ften^ 
of  corruption  are  continually  throwing  obfiacles  in  the  w  ,y  of  all 
reform,  and  threaten  us  with  rigorous  profccutions,  and  cxnlbit 
all  the  engines  of  power  and  tyranny  before  us  for  mv.etin^  to  in- 
vcfligate  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  endeavouring  to  ojtain,  in 
a  legal  and  peaceable  manner,  the  birthright  ot  every  Briton, 
(viz.)  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  not- 
with(landing  which  numbers  daily  flock  to  the  Standard  of  Li- 
berty. We  are  determined,  in  fpitc  of  all  bafe  oppoiition,  to 
pcrfevcre  as  v/c  have  begun,  in  the  good  caufc,  till  we  have  ob- 
tained the  defirable  end,  a  redrefs  of  our  grievances. 

We  fmcerely  think  the  caufe  is  of  God,  and  that  it  would  go 
on  without  our  interference  ;  but  who  can  (land  by  an  idle  fpcc- 
tator,  and  fee  our  fellow  men  ftrue^ling  for  us  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  and  not  have  a  wifh  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  the  hu- 
mane and  god-like  work  ? 

We  ardently  and  fincerely  defircto  become  in^rumental  in  fo 
^ood  and  grc^^t  a  work,  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  of  all  mankind, 
both  prefcnt  and  future. 

"^I  he  grateful  thanks  of  our  fociety  are  given  to  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  Major  Cartwright,  Mr.  Erfkine,  and  the  rcil  of  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  ConlUtutional  Society  for  Information  in  London,  for 
th-ir  Hrm  and  manly  fupport  and  perfeverance  in  our  commoa 
caufe  of  liberty  and  good  will  to  all  mankind,  and  their  fteady 
purpofe  to  obtain  an  efFc6luLl  reform  in  the  Lcgiflativc  Houfe  of 
the  People,  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Our  fociety  requeilsthe  favour  of  your  admitting  the  favour  of 
twelve  perfons,  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed^  to  be  eoroU^d  mem^^ 
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kcrs  of  your  fociety,  for  the  purpofe  of  correfponding  with  youn 
and  every  other  fimilar  iaflitation  in  the  nation,  for  the  better 
regulating  our  meafures,  and  receiving  inftrudlion. 

Wifhing  you  all  the  fuccefs  your  laudable  underuking  deferves 
—we  are,  with  finceriiy,  your  fellow  citizens  and  friends. 

[The  names  of  the  twelve  perfons  mentioned  above,  and  of 
the  perfons  to  dircdt  to,  are  fujoined.] 

Draught  of  a  Letter  from  Aln  Margaret  to  the  Conjiitutional 
Society  at  Sheffield* 
dentlemcn,  ^  12th  February  1793. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  defer  anfwering  your  kind 
letter,  until  they  fhall  have  been  able  to  afcertain  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole  fociety  on  the  matter.  They  mean  likewife  to  confer 
thereon  with  all  the  other  focieties  in  London,  and  alfo,  if  poffibic, 
to  colled  the  ideas  of  the  unafTociated,  on  an  obje(5l  fo  important 
to  us  alL 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  edeem. 

Your  Fellow  Labourer,  &c 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 
Sir,  Frith  Street,  February  15,  1793. 

I  am  direfted  by  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  ift  February,  1793. 
Having  pledged  ourfelves  by  our  public  ads  and  documents  to  ufe  ' 
every  effort  in  our  power  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  complete, 
fubftantial,  and  radical  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament,  we  never  can  be  fuppoled  to  have  furrendered  to 
any  other  body  of  men  the  cxercife  of  our  own  difcretion  with 
refped  both  to  the  plan  which  we  deem  moft  effcdual  for 
the  purpofe,  atid  the  time  which  we  may  think  moft  favourable 
for  offering  it  to  the  public ;  at  prefent  we  think,  that  to  make 
public  our  views  on  thefc  fubjeds  would  be  to  furniih  arms  to  our 
enemies,  and  to  injure  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  engaged.  The 
period,  however,  is  probably  not  very  far  diftant  when  thcfe  par- 
ticulars will  be  made  known  to  the  public ;  it  is  fufficient  now  to 
exprefs  our  confidence  that  that  moment  will  prove,  by  evidence 
more  fubftantial  than  profeffions,  that  we  will  propofe  no  plan  of 
reform  which  is  fliort  of  an  effedlual  deftrudlion  of  aifu/es  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people,  and  that  we  have  honeftly  exerted 
every  faculty  we  poffefs  in  chufmg  the  time  moft  favourable  to  the 
fuccefs  of  our  plan. 

We  have  learned,  with  afflidion  and  indignation,  the  arbitrary 
and  unconftitutional  interruption  of  meetings  of  citizens,  peaceably 
and  lawfiilly  affembled,  for  the  difcuffion  and  maintainancc  of 
their  rights.^  We  have  ever  viewed  with  utter  difapprobation, 
both  of  their  principles  and  proceedings,  the  affcciations  who 
have  been  the  authors  or  inftruments  of  this  perfccuticn.  Their 
principles,  wc  think,  arc  repugnant  to  the  free  ijpirit  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  law,  and  their  condudk,  wc  think,  has  been  injurious  and  op- 
preffivc  as  the  principle  oi  dieir  inftitation  is  unconftitutional  and 

abfurd 
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are  to  aflc  for  ourfelves  the  fame  thing  which  our  friends 
mean  to  aik  for  us,  the  latter  muil  receive  their  inftrudion  from 
us,  or  we  muft  be  directed  by  them — in  either  cafe  there  mnft 
be  no  fee  rets.  We  further  conceive  that  the  permanency  of  a  re- 
form muft  be  founded  on  the  acquiefcence  of  the  public,  who^ 
after  maturely  deliberating  on  every  thing  propofed,  (ball  have 
founJ  your  plan  the  moft  ufeful  and  the  beft  that  could  poffibly  be 
hid  down. — The  buiinefs  we  are  engaged  in  is  of  too  important  a 
natufe  to  admit  of  referve  or  difguife, — We  will  therefore,  by  the 
franknefs  of  our  behaviour,  (hew  ourfelves  worthy  the  fnend(hip 
of  a  fociety  of  honed  men  endeavouring  to  ferve  their  country, 
and  plainly  tell  you,  our  country  correfpondents  did  not  defire  us 
to  inquire  of  you  what  you  meant  to  do,  but  fairly  afked  us 
whether  we  thought  you  honed  ?  whether  we  thought  you  meant  to 
ferve  a  party  or  the  nation  ?  whether  we  imagined  you  intended  a 
partial  or  a  complete  reform  ?  Addreffed  in  this  manner  to  us,  and 
blunt  as  thofe  queftions  may  appear,  they  have  nothing  in  them 
which  can  poffibly  offend  you,  the  people  have  always  an  undoubt- 
ed right  to  fcrutinize  the  chara6lerand  principles  of  them  who  call 
themfelves  their  friends ,  and  fuch  as  avow  an  intention  of  bring- 
ing forward  meafures  in  which  we  are  all  fo  deeply  interefted. — As 
to  the  furni(hing  our  enemies  with  arms  by  a  difclofure  of  our  in- 
tention, we  cannot  conceive  that  demands  founded  on  conflitu-^ 
tional  rights  can  lofc  any  of  their  force  by  being  made  public. 
Reafon  (vires  acquirit  eundo)  to  triuqiph  requires  only  to  be 
known ;  and  as  none  of  th^  people's  demands  are  founded  on 
^llacy,  to  take  the  enemy  by  furprize  would  be  unworthy  of  the 
public  champions,  an  i  moreover,  pcrfedlly  needlefs,  when  truth 
and  reafon  muft  unavoidably  bear  down  all  before  them  without 
the  aflidance  of  guile. 

Under  the  idea,  th::t  where  you  fay,  "  You  neither  poffefTed 
"  power  nor  legal  competence  to  interfere  for  the  prottclion  of  an 
"  individual  fuffering  under  the  moft  unjuft  profecution,"  you 
allude  to  the  cafe  of  our  bill  flicker :  we  muft  beg  i  fet  you 
right,  and  ro  inform  you  we  never,  as  a  fociety,  fought  the  in- 
terfvfrence  of  any  body  of  men;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  firmly 
pcrfuaded,  however  hard  fuch  cafes  mny  bear  upon  individuals, 
they  will  eventually  prove  of  fer vice  to  the  public,  nothing  having 
a  greater  tendency  towards  roufing  the  country  from  its  too  pre- 
valent apathy  with  regard  to  flretch  of  prerogative  and  abufe  of 
power. 

As  to  our  addrefs  to  the  FrenvK  National  Convention,  we  imri- 
;ri:ie  it  befl  to  fay  no  more  about  it  at  present,  only  that  if  has 
farnilhcJ  pretexts  to  dcfignrng  mren.  k  has  only  faved  them  the 
trouMc  of  fecking  excufes  elfc.vliere  ;  but  fuch  men,  even  without 
on:  riid,  would  have  l)e:n  at  no  lofs ;  at  the  fame  time  we  are  apt 
to  believe  the  plan  for  war,  if  conceived  before  then,  was  by  no 
means  accelerated  thereby — intended  as  preventatives,  addrefTes 
might  have  bcch  cffe.^tunl,  if  they  had  been  more  generally  adopt- 
ed; the  only  fault  th;r.:in,  t'l  .t  by  a  miltakcn  idea  the  addrcf- 
fl^rs  gave  crcJit  to  th  •  nitio:i  for  agrcater  degree  of  energy  th.in 
ii  re  11 J y  pofTL-fTeJ.  Wo  '.i^rcc  wi:h  you  that  unity  of  fentimcnt  was 
DO  .v.\y  incompatible  witli  divcrfity  of  opinion,  and  that  the  laitcr 
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♦is  natural  to  independent  minds  5  with  fame  objea  i"  view,  their 
mo^  ™purfuine  it  will  undoubtedly  differ  ;-with  caution 
tWore7we  wilf  watch  over  thofe  who  wilh  ^^^^^^J^^^'^jl 
nnncceffarv  diftruft  among  us,  and  will  at  the  fame  umQ  takcgooa 
SrTSe  doarine  of  i^icit  confidence  -X  -' g„*- ^ 
among  us.  Full  as  much  as  yourfelve,  we  Pl«f /J^.  ^f '^^^  „,. 
union  among  the  friends  of  liberty,  but  lament  that  it  I'.^er*" 
'IIZ  at  lea^  retarded,  in  many  inftances.  by  the  fon>«;  Jmg  d  at 
Jrimotes  it  among  the  enemies  of  reform, n^^^^'y^'fe  ^^7*  o 
them  all  their  intcreft  U  for  the  continuation  °f/bufcs,  while  to 
fome  of  us  a  reform  muft  be  attended  *«h  pecuniary  loh,  and 
many  otherswould  lofe  their  employ,  their  daily  bread,  w6re  it 
Kntey  took  an  aftive  part  :-thu,  the  fame  -otive  affumin^ 
on  one  fie  the  appearance  of  a  virtue  give,  ^"'"If '«"  ^°  "t*^ 
men,  and  on  the  other,  in  it^  vileft  but  moll  natural  form,  tta^  s 
Se  progrefs  of  thofe  who,  with  the  beft  intentions,  labour  to 

*  wl  ollnk  ySor  your  kind  and  prudent  advice,  enjoining  us 
moderation  and  difcretion  at  this  critical  moment,  when  every 
fmprudence  in  the  advocate  b  liable  to  be  rendered  prejudicial  to 


the  caufe  itfelf. 


Draft  of  a  Letter  from  tU  London  Correfpondlng  Society  to  the 
Conftitutional  Society  at  Sheffield. 

4th  March,  1793. 
The  London  Correfponding  Society  have  at  prefent  to  acknow- 
ledee  your  laft,  and  to  aufwer  more  fully  your  preceding  letter. 

iVitb  regard  to  petitioning  parliament,  ive  are  unanimous  tn  the 
opinion,  thatfuch  a  petition  ivill  not  produce  a  reform  ;  yet  from  many 
(onfiderations  ive  are  now  perfuaded,  that  if  e<veryJociety  tn  the  ifland 
'Will  fend  foriAjard  a  petition,  ive  Jhall  ultimately  gain  ground,  Jor  as 
much  as  it  will  force  the  prefent  members  of  the  fen  ate  to  repeatedly 
difcufs  thefuhjea,  and  their  deliberations,  printed  m  the  different 
newfpapers,  will  moll  naturally  awaken  the  public  mind  towards 
•  the  objedl  of  our  purfuit;  the  nation  once  informed  th^t  a  re- 
form in  parliament  is  fought  for  from  different  quarters,  gives 
rife  to  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  is  acknowjedged 
by  every  rank  to  be  wanting,  will  begin  to  exercife  their  own 
reafon  on  the  fubjed ;  arrived  at  that  period,  wefrejume  our  bujt- 
nefs  ixill  be  nearly  accomplijhed. 

Let  us  clofely  follow  up  our  Nottingham  brethren  ;  let  every 
fociety  petition  feparately  ;  let  every  week  furnilh  a  frelh  peti- 
tion, and  afford  a  frefh  debate ;— we  feek  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
public ;  petitions  on  our  part,  and  rejections  on  the  part  of  the 
miniftry,  will  effedually  do  it.  We  therefore  highljf  approve  ot 
your  idea,  and  will  ourfelves  follow  it  up,  and  recommend  it  to 
all  the  other  focieties  we  correfpond  with  j  and  withal  we  recom- 
mend that  no  time  be  loft  in  fo  doing. 

With  yoq  we  lament  the  evils  of  an  imprudent  and  mconlide- 
rate  war,  ^'war  rather  eagerly  fought  for  the  advancement  of  pri- 
V4tq  ends  than  carefully  deprecated  from  confiderations  of  pubAc 

y  2  good 
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good — z  contcft  anfavourable  to  this  coantry,  whether  either 
France  or  Defpottfin  gain  the  upper  hand.  We  join  with  you  ii^ 
gratitude  to  thofe  worthy  meiphers  of  cither  Houfe  who  have  en  - 
deavoared  to  avert  this  national  calamity,  to  whom  we  have  like 
wife  returned  our  public  thfinks — an^  vy^e  remain  with  fincerity 
^nd  ^ffe^on* 

Your  friends  and  fellow  labourers, 


pQpy  of  a  Letter  from  the  United  Societies  at  Norwich  to   tba 
'  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information, 
United  Political  Sqcieties  of  Norwich,  5th  March^  i791- 
Gentlemen, 
It  is  with  peculiar  fatlsfaftion  we  s^rc  favoured  with  your  cor- 
refpondence,  not  merely  hecaufe  you  are  fo,  alt  bough  you  are  beiter* 
fitted  h  iliffuf'e  kftQ^ihJge^   but  becaufc  ycu  arc  embarked  in  ihe 
fame  magna nimous  caufe,  which  demands  with  alacrity  the  atren- 
tion  of  every  individual,  and  it  is  with  the  utmoft  regret  we  fee  fo 
many,  either  from  ignorance  or  fomething  worfc,  who  are  in: mic:  I* 
to  their  pwn  intereft,  for  no.hing  contributes  fo  much  to  fuppore 
the  opprcffor  as  the  ignorance  of  the  oppreilbd*  for  w|i'ch  purpofe 
the  flood  gates  have  been  operie<{  gradually,  till  by  decrees  xht 
dreams  of  corruption  have  nearly  overflowed  the  land,  fuch  a» 
bounty  a(5ls,  borrowing  qualificaion  and  feptennial  a£ls^  befidet 
(landing  armies,  ex^ifp  and  tythix^g  laws,  with  various  others  too 
painful  for  reflection,  without  credit  to  tl^e  framers  thereof,  and- 
with  advantai2;e  to  fociety.     We  dp  not  prefuxne  to  recapiculate 
thef^  abufcs  for  your  information,  but  being   experimentally  ac- 
quainted  with  them,  we  wifh  to  fti\d  out  a  method  of  tm  hefs.    At 
prefent  wc  fee  a  great  ^opriety  in  univerfal  fuffragt  and  annual- 
eieSioHs,  but  we  beg  you  will  be  obli£ii\g  enough  to  inform  us  of 
whaiyou  have  colle^d  of  the  fcnfe  of  the  people  by  your  cor- 
rcfpondents. — Wc  have  to  inform  you,  that  6\it 'worthy  correffond^ 
ingjocieties  of  London  hone  fecently  fubmitted  three  prof  ofitUns  for  our 
in*veJiigation  :  Firft,  Whether  a  petition  to  Parliament ^or  an  Aidrtjf 
to  the  tCing,  or  a  Coii'veniion^  '   -' 

P^rifiit  us  briery  to  (Ute  pur  views  for  your  reyifal;  and  with 
refpcd  to  the  Aril,  we  behold  ^we  are  a  conquered fmle ;  we  have 
tamely  fubmitted  to  the  galling  yoke,  and  re^dan^e  in  the  prefent 
circumflance  is  vain;  we  canpot,  we  cannpt  a6i  the  man,  and  as 
neceflity  have  no  law»  wc  think  ourfelves  under  that,  degrading 
necejpty  fo  Jlate  our  grievances  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  nuitb  a 
requefi  for  redreft  and  Jbould  they  refufe  to  grant  our  reafonaUe 
petition^  we  have^ill  got  (no  thanks  to  them)  a  formidable  eniine, 
that  will  convey  the  iffult  to  the  remote/1  partA  of  the  kingdom.  As 
to. the  propriety  of  the  fecond,  we  wiih  to  fubmit  to  your  fuperior 
judgment,  and  (hould  efleem  it  a  favour  tp  be '  informed  of  the 
refult,  for  at  prefent  we  are  dt^bious  of  its  good  confequences, 
Laflly,  a  Convention,  and  ohi  th^  the  period  icere  arrin/edi  but 
in  the  prefent  ftate  pf  affairs,  alasf*  it  is  inipradticablej  yet  this  is 
the  obj^  'Ke  purfue,  and  elleem  any  other  means  only  in  fuberdina- 
$iott  to^  And  af  having  a  tendency  to  adiompli/i}  that  defir^ble  end, 

;.•..•,•..:■  We     ■ 
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We  wlih  to  be  in  unifon  with  our  brethren  and  fellow-Iabourers^ 
tnd  fhould  be  glad  of  any  information  as  foon  as  it  is  convenient, 
and  we  beg  your  advice  whether  it  is  neceffary,  as  foon  as  pofllble, 
to  cMt£t  fignatures  to  a  petition  for  a  real  uprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  by  whom  to  prcfent  it ;  whether  Mr.  Coke,  Mr.  Burch, 
ipr  any  of  the  friends  of  the  people  ;  and  whether  it  is  atttended 
with  any  expence. — Our  Member f  are  hotb  inimical  to  the  bujinefs* 

We  can  give  you  no  accurate  fiatement  of  the  ^iprefentation 
in  our  neighbourhood,  only  obferve  it  is  equally  farcial  here  as 
islfewhere.      To  conclude   with  for  all  favours  received, 

wiihing  you  and  fuccefs^  and  may  heaven  avert 

W^  fubfcribe  piu-fclves.  Gentlemen,  your 

Obliged  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)     

Note,    Pleafe  to  dlrc£l,to St.  Mary's  church,  Mr.  

being  no  longer  our  fecretary.? — We  ba've  betiueen  30  and  40 
feparate  /octettes  in  Norwich,  befides  many  in  the  country^  'villages j-^ 

dpy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutionat 

information  at  Binningham  to  th0  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 

Conjiitutional  Information  at  London, 
Sir,  Birmingham,  March  25th,  1793. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  I 
hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  whereby  it  appears 
that  your  fociety  have  acceded  to  our  requeft,  by  elefting  the 
perfons  (whofe  names  you  were  furniftied  with)  as  aflbciated 
members  in  your  fociety,  for  which  we  beg  you  to  accept  our  unit- 
ed thanks,  and  beft  wifhcs  that  your  fociety  may  goon  to  accumu- 
late a  mafs  of  true  patriots,  whofe  principles  may  not  be  fubvert- 
pd  by  intereft,  or  conquered  by  fear. 

This  fociety  offers  with  gratitude  their  thanks  and  commenda- 
tiqfts  to ,  Efq.  for  the  prefent  accompanying  your  let- 
ter, but  more  particularly  for  his  zeal  in  the  caule  of  freedom, 
which  cannot  be  promoted  but  by  the  free  ufe  of  the  prefs,  which 
we  truft  will  never  be  reftraincd  from  Britons.  Another  letter 
accompanies  this,  containing  a  few  particulars,  which  we  doubt 
•not  you  will  perufc  with  pleafure,  Will  write  you  further  on  that 
•fubje^  fhortly, 

I  am^  &c. 

Popy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Conftitutional  Society 
'    at  Sheffield  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correjponding 
Spcietf. 

Sheffield,  Committee  Room  of  the  Conftitutional  Societyj, 

Sir,  April  i7th,  1793. 

I  am  defired  by  the  Committee  to  cnclofe  you  a  printed  copy 

of  the  petition  agreed  on  by  the  inhabitants  here,  to  be  prefented 

p  the  Houfe  of  Coinmons,  for  a  reform  in  parliament,  and  the 

^drefs  accompanying  tl^e  fame.  Upwards  of  fiy^  thoufand  figna- 

tqrci 
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turei  are  already  afHxed  to  it,  and  we  have  no  doubt  therq  witt 
be  at  leaH  as  many  more. 

I  am,  with  great  rcfped.  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient  fervant. 

Secretary  to  the  Conflitutional  Society. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Cor- 
jref  bonding  Society,  London. 

P.  S,  Having  no  diredlion  to  the  Conflitutional  Whigs,  Inde* 
pendents,  and  Friends  of  the  People,  and  being  defired  by  them 
"  to  convey  future  favours  through  the  fame  channel  as  the  laft," 
which  was  by  your  means,  beg  you  will  fend  the  other  letter 
which  comes  dire£lcd  to  you  by  the  fame  poll,  to  Mr. Se- 
cretary of  the  laid  fociety. 

Copy  of  a  LetUr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conflitu- 
tional Information  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  Political  So- 
cieties at  Nmrwich. 

Sir,  '  1 6th  April,  1793. 

We  have  to  acknowledge,  with  great  fatisfadion,  the  letter 
which  you  favoured  us  with,  dated  the  5th  inflant,  relative  to  the 
moft  defirable  of  all  other  objcdls,  the  reform  of  a  parliamenury 
reprefentation.  The  honour  you  do  us  in  fuppofing  that  we  arq 
better  fitted  than  yourf.lves  for  the  promotion  of  political  know- 
leage  we  mud  difclaira,  becaufe  we  obferve  with  the  greatefl 
pleafure  that  our  country  corrcfpondents  hive  too  much  zeal  and 
information  to  want  fuccefs  in  their  public  endeavours,  whether 
*at  Norwich,  at  Sheffield,  at  Manchefter,  orclfewhere  throughout 
the  nation.  In  our  {inccrity  for  the  good  of  our  country  we  truft 
that  we  are  al}  ^qual,  and  as  fuch  we  doubt  not  ofour  ultimate  fuccefs. 
We  fee,  witl^  forrow,  the  exiftence  of  thofe  evils  which  you  fa 
jullly  reprefent  as  the  llreams  of  cor^2p:ioft,overfio^^ing  tiils  o:>cc 
fret  and  profpcrous  country.  We  fee,  with  furprizc  and  abhor- 
rence, that  men  are  to  be  found  boUi  able  and  willing  to  fupport 
thofe  corruptions.  It  is  however  no  fmall  confolation  to  find  that 
others  are  not  wanting,  in  every  point  of  the  nation,  of  an  op-^ 
pofitc  charadlcr,  who  are  ready  to  remedy,  by  all  laudable  and 
honourable  means,  the  deleft  in  cur  reprefentation,  the  ufurped 
extenfion  of  the  duration  of  parliamcnls,  and  other  grievances, 
fuch  as  you  notice  in  your  letter. 

That  the  conftitution  of  England  has  po  more  of  that  charadler 
it  once  polTcircd ;  that  the  fuppofed  democracy  of  the  country  has 
become  a  matter  of  property  and  privilege;  and  that  we  have 
therefore  no  longer  that  mixt  government  which  our  adverfaries 
arc  praifmg,  when  they  know  it  is  no  longer  in  our  poffciTion,  are 
fads  notorious  and  indifpurable.  Where  then  arc  we  to  look  for 
the  remedy?  To  that  parliament  of  wh'cii  we  complain,  to  th<J 
cfKccutive  power,  which  is  implicitly  obeyed,  if  not  anticipatedj 
in  that  parliament ;  or  to  ourfclves  repreftr^tcd,  in  fome  meeting 
of  Delegates  for  the  extcnfive  purpofe  of  reform,  which  we  fup- 
pol*  you  uidcrlland  by  the  term  Convention, 

It 
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It  is  the  end  of  each  of  thcfc  propofirions  that  we  ought  to  look 
to;  and  as  fucccfs  in  a  good  taufe  mufl  be  the  efFcft  of  perfeve- 
ranee,  and  the  rifing  reafon  of  the  time,  let*^  us  determine  with 
coolnefs,  but  let  us  perfevere  with  decifion.  As  to  a  Convention, 
we  regard  it  as  a  plan  the  mod  xiefirable  and  moll  prafticable,  fo 
ibon  as  the  great  body  of  the  people  fhall  be  courageous  and 
virtuous  enough  to  join  us  in  the  attempt.  ^ 

Hitherto  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the  moment  is  ar^i^ 
rived  for  that  purpofe. — As  to  any  petition  to  the  Crown,  we  be- 
lieve it  hopclefs  in  its  confcquences. — With  refpcdl  to  the  laft  of 
your  propofals,  we  arc  at  a  lofs  to  advife.  If  the  event  is  looked 
to  in  the  vote  which  may  be  obtained  from  that  body  to  whom 
this  petition  is  to  be  addrelTed,  which  of  us  can  look  to  it  without 
theprofped  of  an  abfolute  negative  ?  In  this  point  of  view  there- 
fore it  cannot  require  a  moment*s  confideration.  But  if  we  regard 
the  policy  of  fuch  a  petition,  it  may,  in  our  apprehenfion,  be  well 
worth  confidering  as  a  warning  voice  to  our  prcfent  legiflators, 
and  as  a  figna'l  for  imitation  to  th6  majority  of  the  people.  Should 
fuch  a  plan  be  vigoroufly  and  generally  purfued,  it  would  hold 
out  a  certainty  to  our  fellow  countrymen  that  we  are  not  a  hand- 
ful of  individuals  unworthy  of  attention  or  confideration,  who 
defire  the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  liberties  of  England ;  but,  ou 
the  contrary,  it  might  bring  into  light  that  lioft  of  well-meaning 
men,  who,  in  the  different  towns  and  counties  of  this  realm,  are 
filcntly  but  fcriouHy  axious  for  reformation  in  the  government. 

We  exhort  you,  with  anxiety,  to  purfue  your  laudable  endea- 
vours for  the  common  good,  and  never  to  deipair  of  the  public 
caufe. 

We  are,  &c. 
Signed  by  order,  in  the  name  of  the 
Society  for  Conlliiuiional  Information. 

■■      Secretary. 

Copy  of  a  printed  Letter  from  the  Conjiitutional  Society  at  Sheffield 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 

Committee  Room  of'lfre  Conftitutional  Society,  Sheffield, 
April  24,   1793. 
Sir, 
I  am  delired  by*  the  committee  of  this  focicty  to  tranfmit  you 
the  annexed  Refolutions,  and  to  aik  the  opinion  of  your  fociety 
whether  it  may  not  b*.  expedient  for  all  the  facicties  in  Great 
Britain  to  adopt  fimilar  refoKitions,  and  to  fix  on  a  Rated  time  to 
f  )llow  them  up  with  petitions  or  remonftrances,  or  both;  againft 
thepscfent  impolitic  and   ruinous  war. — We  think  a  meafure  of 
this  kind,  coming  from  fo  many  quarters  of  the  kingdom  at  the 
fame  time,  would  not  fiil   of  having  gr^^at  weight;  and  the  pre- 
fent  hment^ble  ftate  of  the  country  demands  that  fomething  ef- 
feflual  llioaid  be  adopted  towards  its  relief 

Requeuing  as  fpeedy  an  anfwer  as  pouible,  I  remain,  with  the 
grcatell  rcfpcd^.  Sir, 

Your  mofl  obedient  fervnnt, 

Sccrct/irv. 
■    i'i:::\CE. 
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PEACE. 
At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Conditutioiial  Seeicty  of  Sbefield» 
held  on  Friday  the  12th  of  April  1793. 

in  the  Chair. 

Refolved,  7*hit  peace  is  the  bleffing,  and  war  the  cnrfe  an^ 
fcoarge  of  nations ;  and  that  the  prefent  Wat  is  dcdrudive  of  the 
happinefs,  commerce,  and  liberties  of  this  country ;  that  oat 
manufaAurers  and  merchants  already  ddplore  its  wretched  cifcQsi 
and  that  nothing  ihort  of  an  inunediatd  peace  can  (ave  this  coun- 
try from  ruin. 

Refolved »  That  as  the  motives  alledged  by  tHe  executi*vi  MA- 
GISTRATE for  condudUng  war  againft  the  Republic  of  France 
ho  longer  exiil,  we  deem  it  improper  that  a  detenlive  war  (hould 
be  converted  into  an  ofFenfiVe  War,  and  muft  Eventually  exhauft 
the  revenues,  and  fpill  the  blood  of  our  eoontrymen. 

Refolved,  That  no  provocatives  or  manifsftocs  of  the  French 
warrant  us,  during  this  unexampled  eriih  of  public  and  ddmeflic 
dangers,  in  the  profecution  of  an  oflTenfive  war,  which  is  now 
becoming  We  dread  the  war  of  kin^s,  and  not  cff  ihetr  iubjefb. 

Refolved «  that  notwithftanding  any  previous  infults  we  may 
have  offered  to  the  Republic  of  France,  it  does  not  behove  the 
character  of  a  generous  government  to  pttrfiie  with  vengeance' 
thofe  they  hate  and  have  injured. 

Refolved,  That  as  our  ally  is  by  public  authority  declared  tor 
be  no  longer  in  danger,  as  her  towns  are  repaired  and  garrifoned; 
and  as  the  re-conquell  of  the  Belgic  provinces  form  a  potent  bar- 
rier to  any  preft^nt  projcifls  of  invafion  on  the  part  of  the  Frenchy 
it  is  our  opinion  that  the  Britifh  troops  ought  to  be  rec:>lied. 

Refolved,  That  as  an  alliance  with  the  kingdom  of  France  was 
confidcred  by  WilliaiA  Pitt  as  of  the  greatclt  importance  to  the? 
commerce  and  hippinefs  of  this  country,  it  is  the  opinion  of  thif 
fociety  that  it  ought  to  be  tcncwc.1  with  the  Republic, of  France^ 
more  elpccially  to  prevent  the  .imbitious  views  of  tho.c  confede- 
rate dcfpots  who,  at  Pilnit/ and  Pavia,  agree' to  ihare  the  remnant 
of  Poland,  the  fpoil  of  France,  and  of  European  Turkey. 

^  s — ,  Chairman^' 

■      ,  Secretary. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Conflitutmal  Society  ai 

Shelficld  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Correfponding  Sdtiety  in  London. 

Sheffield,  Committee  Room  of  the  Conilitutional  Society, 

Sir,  May  3d,  1793. 

I  am  dcfired  by  the  committee  to   acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  laft  favour,  and  to  tiiank  yo\i  for  the  fame.    Vou  will  fee  by 

this,  copies  of  the   petitions  which  we  fent  yoiP,  that  we  havtf 

taken  the  ilcp  you  (o  warmly  recommend,  and  whkh  indeed  yoa 

might  well  fuppofe,  after  our  circular  letter  on  the  fubjea,    we* 

ought  not  to  omit  doing.     Wc  did  it  as  the  adl  not  of  the  fociety 

fclonf ,  but  of  the  whole  torwn  anJ   neighbourhood.     There  were 

nearly  ten  thoufand  fign^turcs  to  it. 

We  have  f;nt  you  herewith  feveral  copies  of  theRefolutions  we 
have  have  entered  into  agalnll  the  war,  which  we   be^  you  will 

diflributft 
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^iftribate  in  fuch  manner  as  you  (hall  think  befl  for  thtf  parpofe 
intended,  and  let  us  know,  as  foon  as  poflible,  how  you  approve 
them. 

The  diredion  you  Tent  before  is  as  good  a  one  as  you  can  have^ 

to  Mr^ ,  at ,  Sheffield.     By  orden  and  in  the  name  of 

the  committee,  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant. 

Secretary  to  the  Conftitutional  Society. 

Draft  bf  a  Letter  froni  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to  thi 
Secretary  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Edinburgh, 
Sir,  London,  May  17th,  1793. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  eagerly  feize  the  oppor- 

tWity  of  Mr. going  back  to  Edinburgh,  to  rcqueft  of 

your  fpciety  a  renewal  of  corrcfpondcnce,  and  a  more  intimate 
co-operation  in  that  which  both  focieties  alike  feek,  v'va.  a  reform 
in  the  parliamentary  rcprcfcfhtation.  We  are  very  fenfible  that. 
no  foCiety  can  by  itfelf  bring  about  that  defirable  end  ;  let  us 
therefore  unite  as  much  as,poffible,  not  only  i:tth  each  other,  hut^ 
•with  e'very  other  fociety  throughout  the  nation.  Our  petitions,  yoU 
will  have  learned,  have  been  all  of  them  unfuccefsfal ;  our  atten- 
tion mufl  now  therefore  he  turned  to  fome  more  eJiSiual  means.-— ^ 
From  your  fociety  lue  would  'willingly  learn  them,  and  you,  on  your  part  ^ 
may  depend  upon  our  adopting  the  firmeft  mcafures,  provided  they 
are  conHitutional ;  and  we  hope  the  country  will  not  be  behind 
hand  with  Us. 

This  war  has  already  Opened  the  eyes  of  many,  and  (hould  It 
continue  much  longet,  thei'e  is  no  anfwering  for  its  effects  on  th# 
xhindof  the  people. 

Our  fociety  has  met  with  much  perfecution,  nevertheJefs  we  go 
on  increafmg  in  number  and  political  knowledge.     Wiftiing  you 
and  our  caufe  sill  fuccefs,  we  remain  mofl  cordially.  Sir, 
For  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
Your  Friferids  and  Fellow  Labourers, 

■■*  ■  ■  '*    ,  Chairman. 


1*0  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Edinburgh. 


Secretary, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   the    Secretary  of  the    Friends  of  thi 

People  at  Edinbuigh  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London    Cor-^ 

refponding  Society. 

Mr. did  me  the  plcafure  to  call  on  Thurfday  after- 
noon, and  delivered  your  letter  of  the  1 7th  current.  I  am  much 
pleafed  with  the  Contents  of  it,  and  fhall  lay  it  before  the  firfl 
meeting  of  our  focieties  here,  which  however  does  not  take  piac* 
till  Monday  fevennight.  I  would  have  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  your  favour  by  yefterday's  poft,  but  was  too  much  employed  ia 
removing  our  houfiehold  to  another  lodging  to  attend  to  any 
thing  elle. 

ifeithcr  you  in  England  or  we  in  Scotland  fhould  .  attempt  y?- 
parately  the  reform  which  we,  I  truft  feck  to  obuin,  we  fliould 

Vol.  IV.  z  by 
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by  fo  doing  only  expofe  ourweaknefi,  and  manifeft  our  t^orcnce 
of  the  comiption  which  oppofes  our  important  undertaking.      If 
iwe  fought  only  the  extirpation  of  one  fet  of  interefted  men  finoiia 
the  management  of  national  afExirs»  that  place  might  be  giircn  to 
another  fet  without  affeSin^  the  vitals  adnjirfi  to  tbifyfiom  ofrrfonm^ 
Thefe  might  be  eafily  adcompUlhed;  but  to  cut  up  deep  and 
wide-rooted  prejudices,  to  give  efFe^ual  energy  to  the  didates  of 
truth  in  favour  of  public  virtue  and  national  profperity,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  felf  and  all  its  interefted  habits,  and  to  withftand  and 
overawe  the  final  efforts  of  the  powen  of  darltneis,  is  the  work  of 
the  whole  and  not  of  a  part,  a  work  to  which  mankind,  tHl  thi» 
mwful  ftrioJf  were  never  adequate,  heeaufi  nrotr  till  no^v  dij^tfid 
to/raterniWf  not  merely,  or  only,  I  truft,  from  tbefenfe  of  the  r«i« 
imnn  danger  to  nnhicb  we  are  expojed,  but  from  the  eamobling  principla 
of  ttniverjml  benevolence* 

1  know  no  greater  fervice  that  I  can  do  my  country  than  ta 
promote  the  union  you  (o  wifely  defire ;  and  I  am  happy  to  aflure 
you  that  I  have  hitherto  difcovered  no  fentiment  in  our  affociation 
adverfe  to  the  moft  intimate  and  brotherly  union  with  the  aflbcia- 
cioM  in  Eneland. 

t  think  the  minds  of  all  miill,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  waru 
inrnedto  m§re  effeSual  means  of  reform^  Not  one  perfon  was  con^ 
vinced  of  thtf  neceflity  of  it  by  the  mod  convincing  arguments  of 
rbafon,  together  with  the  moil  unequivocal  expreilions  of  univer- 
fal  defire.  What  then  is  to  be  hoped  for  from  repetition ;  I  am 
only  afraid  that  the  bow  in  England  aeainU  reform  was  fo  con* 
trailed  that  in  returning  it  may  break.  You  would  willingly 
learn,  you  fay,  from  us.  I  own  that  we  ought  to  be  forward  in 
this.  We  have,  at  once,  in  g'^eai  nnfifdom  perfeBed  our  plan  of  or^ 
ganixation  /  and  if  tjue  vftre  i^  tbe  fame  independent  ft  ate  of  mind  as 
the  people  of  England,  we  would  be  able  to  take  the  lead.  The 
aiTociations  with  you  arc  no  more  I  fear— cxcufcmy  freedom — than 
an  ariftocracy  for  the  good  of  the  people.  They  are  indeed  mo- 
derate, firm,  and  virtuous,  and  better  cannot  be;  but  we  are  the 
people  thsmfehres,  and  we  are  the  firft  to  (hew  that  the  people 
can  both  judge  and  refolve,  if  undiref^ed  by  faftion,  with  both 
wifdom  and  moderation.  \ 

I  have  not  a  higher  wi(h  in  the  prcfcnt  exertions  for  reform, 
than  to  fee  tbe  people  unfuerfally  and  reg\larly  afieiated,  b^caufe  I 
am  periuaded  that  the  prefent  difaftrous  engagements  will  iflue  in 
ruin,  and  the  people  then  mtf^  provide  for  thw^felves  \  and  it  would 
be  unhappVy  when  iwe  JhouU  be  ready  to  oQ  %vitb  unanimity,  to  he 
occupied  aoQut  organixation,  '■jjitbout  lobicb  bovievef  anareby  mitft 
enfue,  W'c  will  not  need  but  to  be  prepared  for  the  event,  to 
"  ftand  and  fee  t)ie  falvation  of  tho-  Lord.*-'  Let  us  therefore 
take  the  hint  given  us  by  our  oppofcrs ;  let  us  begin  in  tarntft  to 
make  up  our  minds  relative  to  tbe  extent  of  reform  wbicb  uv  ought  to 
ftek ;  he  prepared  to  juftify  it, '  and  to  controvert  objeSlions  ;  let  us 
model  the  whole  in  tbe  public  mind ;  let  us  provide  every  ftake 
and  (lay  of  tbe  tabernacle  which  we  ivould  ereS,  fo  that  nuben  the 
tabernacles  of  opprejfion  in  the  paUces  of  ambition  art  broken  down; 

I  under 
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«nder  the  madnefi  and  folly  of  their  fupporters,  we  may  then, 
without  anarchy  and  all  dangerous  delay,  ertS  at  onet  9ur  tAltr- 
tfacle  of  right eoufne/s.     And  may  the  Lord  himfelf  be  in  it. 

Hovy  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  a  refledUng  mind  to  look  back 
to  the  wretched  ftat<»  in  which  the  Roman  monarchy^  enfeebled 
und  broken  by  its  own  corruption,  left  the  nations  which  it  had 
fubjedled,  like  **  Sheep  without  a  (hepherd**  they  foon  became  a 
prey  to  every  invader,  becaofe  there  was  none  to  gather  and 
unite  them.  Had  they,  forefeeing  the  evil,  afTociated  for  mutual 
defence,  no  robber  would  have  been  able  to  enflave  them ;  they 
would  have  given  laws  to  all  parties  as  well  as  to  themfelves ;  all 
feparate  colonies  aod  nations  would  have  fought  their  alliance  ;  but 
not  having  virtue  to  aflbciate  and  heal  the  diviiions,  and  root  out 
the  felfilh  fpirit,  which  ambition  foftering  governments  procure 
to  their  fubjeds,  they  fell  under  oppreffions^  from  under  whofc 
iron  fcepcre  they  have  never  yet  been  able  to  deliver  themfelves. 

We  may  fuppofe  an  event  which  we  deprecate ;  nay,  ihould  we 
not  be  prepared  for  every  poffible  ifiuc  of  the  prefent  unprece- 
dented divifions  of  mankind,  we  have  a  right  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  the  abilities  of  our  own  managers,  who  are  fo  afraid  to  depart 
j&om  precedent,  that,  like  men  of  detail,  they  may  be  inadeqp^te 
to  the  talk  6f  preferving  the  veiTel  from  (hipwreck.^ow  grappling 
with  daneer,  not  only  great,  but  new  and  uncommon.  If  the 
prefent  miniflry  ^il,  who  after  them  (hall  be  trufted ;  it  requires 
little  penetration  to  fee  the  anarchy  and  difcord  which  w^ll  fol- 
low ;  it  will  be  fuch  that  nothing  Jbort  of  a  general  union  among 
the  people  themfelves  nuill  he  ahle  to  heal;  ha^e,  there/ore,  to  aiTo* 
ciate,  at  lead  to  be  ready  to  aiTociate.  If  then,  fuch  a  broken 
flate  of  things  fhould  take  place,  the  civil  broils  that  would  ne- 
ceHkrily  enfue  would  foon  fubfide  before  the  united  irrefiilible 
voice  of  the  whole.  Do  not,  I  intreat  you,  hefitate,  thinking 
fuch  a  work  premature  as  yet ;  but  a  month,  and  then  it  may  bt 
too  late.  A  malignant  party  may  be  already  formed,  and  only 
waiting  for  the  halting  of  the  prefent  manners ;  it  wift  then  be 
too  late  to  feck  to  fubjed  to  deliberation,  after  a  party  has  dared 
$he  aft  of  rebellion.  If  you  go  no  farther  than  feparate  meetings  in 
different  tofwns,  ive  idiil  not  he  ahle  to  confde  in  your  confraternity ^ 
hecaufty  lubileinfuch  a  ft  ate ,  you  may  be  but  the  tools  of  a  fac- 
tion. We  could  have  all  confidence,  and  unite  with  all  ^fFcftion* 
in  one  affembly  ofcommijftoners,  from  all  countries  of  the  world,  if 
we  knew  they  were  chofen  by  the  unbiaffed  voice  of  the  people, 
becaufe  they  would  com6  up  with  the  fame  diHnterefled  views  and 
defires  as  ourfelves,  having  all  agreed  to  a  common  centre  of 
union  and  intereft ;  but  we  could  not  confide  in  fellow  citizens 
who  kept  aloof  from  fuch  union,  and  would  not  previoufly  affiliate 
in  one  great  and  indivifible  family. 

In  troubling  you  with  fo  long  an  epiflle  I  have  at  lead  ihewa 
my  inclination  to  correfpond.  I  have  alfo  hinted  at  things  which 
appear  to  me  the  prefent  fubjefts  of  confideration,  becaufe  I  am 
4etirous  of  your  opinion  on  them.  I  haye  poffibly  wrote  with 
too  much  freedom^  but  you  will  place  it  to  account  of  feal  in  the 

z  J  caufe 
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caufe,  zni  on  this  fcore  difcharge  my  defign,  which  is  di£ntft-r 
relied  and  philanthropic. 

With  fincere  cflccm  and  affeflion, 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  wcllwifhcr, 

W.  SKIRVING,  Sec. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Cofiflitutional  Society: 
at  Leeds  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corre^nding  So^ 
cieiy, 

Qelcgate  Meeting  of  the  Conflitutional  Society. 

Sir,  Leeds,  May  30th,  1795. 

By  reqaeft  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  and  having  received  di> 
regions  from  them  for  the  purpofe  of  correfpondine  with  all  the 
iocieties  in  iingland  and  Scotland, 

We  the  members  of  the  Leeds  Conftittttlonal  Society,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  deiired  end  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  defire  frater- 
nal communication  with  the  Correfponding  Society  in  London. 

We  fhall  be  glad  of  any  information  or  fnftrudion  ih  your 
power  on  all  occafions,  and  hope  you  will  find  the  Leeds  fociety 
always  faithful  to  the  interefts  of  the  people ;  and  though  they 
are  but  few,  not  exceeding  two  hundred,  they  are  men,  and  are  de- 
termined to  exert  their  utmoft  in  order  to  inftruft  their  neighbours 
in  their  common  intere((. 

With  this  we  fend  you  a  copy  of  our  addrefs  f^nd  declaration, 
and  fhall  ever  acknowledge  all  favours  from  you. 

Wiihing  the  caufe  of  freedom,  in  which  We  have  eiqbarked, 
f  very  degree  gf  fu^cefs, 

I  remain,  in  the  name  and  by 
Order  of  the  Society, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Conflitutional  Society 
at  Leeds  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional 
Information, 

Pelegate  Meeting  of  the  Qonftitutlonal  Society. 

Leeds,  May  28xh,  1793% 

Sir, 

By  the  requeft  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  that  the  Leeds  Condi- 

tutional  Society  would  correfpond  with  all  the  focieties  in  Great 

Britain  and  Scotland,  and  receive  directions  for  tJiem  for  that 

,     purpofe. 

We,  tKe  members  of  the  Leeds  Conflitutional  Society,  beg 
leave  to  addrefs  thefe  few  Hnes  to  you,  hoping  that  your  paternal 
affection  for  your  fellow  mortah,  of  whatever  defcription,  may 
induce  you  to  admit  *  to  fraternization  a  few  poor  mechanics* 
friends  of  liberty,  but  enemies  to  anarchy.  Ariftocratic  tyranny 
and  democratic  ignorance  feem  to  pervade  and  overawe  the  tow*^ 
of  Leeds  to  that  amazing  degree,  that  in  the  general  we  are  be- 
held moi^  like  monfters  than  the  friends  of  the  people,  ^ind  I 
believe  (hat  thefe  fix  months  paH  the  ignorant  p^r^  of  the  people 
•.      !  .     ^    .....    .     (througi^ 
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(thfough  the  infiniations  of  the  ariflocracy  and  tbe  priefts)  have 
^xpe^ted  us  to  ^1  on  them  and  deftroy  them^  but  fmce  the  itth 
of  April  lad,  the  time  we  had  the  opportunity  of  publifhing  our 
j^ddrefs  and  declarationj  and  our  fteady  and  uniform  conduS,  the 
people  begin  to  hold  us  with  new  eyes,  and  we  begin  to  increafe 
in  our  numbers,  and  we  hope,  ere  long,  the  perfons  they  took 
for  their  greatefl  enemies  will  be  looked  on  as  their  befl  friends. 
'  We  have  herewith  fcnt  you  a  ^opy  of  our  addreft  and  dcclaraJ- 
tion,  and  fhall  be  glad  if  you  think:  it  worth  your  notice  to  cor- 
refpond  with  a  company  of  poor  mechanics.  We  (hall  ever  grate- 
fully acknowledge  all  ^vours. 

Our  numbers  amount  to  near  two  thoufand,  and  we  conitantly 
keep  increafing,  and,  in  general,  are  very  regular  in  their  con- 
6xL&. ;  but  though  through  predominancy  of  the  ariftocracy  they 
have  been  overawed,  that  they  fcarce  durft  tell  their  neighbours 
thev  were  their  friends ;  but  I  hope  the  clouds  are  diiperfingi^ 
and  the  ^loriooi  fun  of  liberty  is  approaching  to  iis  meridian. 

I  remain,  in  the  name,  and  by 
'    Order  of  the  Society, 
•  Sir,  yours,  &9* 

"■  "  f 

$ecrctary  of  theConllitutional  Society,  Leeds. 

PraA  of  a  Letter  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society^  to 
'    the  iecreiMry  of  the  Conjiitut tonal  Society  at  Birmingham. 

Sir,  loth  June  1793. 

It  is  with  lingular  fatisfaf^on  the  Committee  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  received  your  letter;  they  are  very  glad 
to  fee  the  fpirlt  of  frcefdom  fpringing  up  in  Birmingham,  and  they 
inake  no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  your  fociety,  and  the  encreaie 
of  your  numbers,  will  foon  do  away  the  fUgma  thrown  on  your 
town  by  the  unjuftifiable  behaviour  of  a  church  and  king  mob. 
We  are  entirely  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  ncccflity  of 
a  general  union ;  and  we  believe  as  you  do,  that  lohen  once  the 
country  Jhall  have  fo  united .»  the  Neros  of  the  day  will  be  forced  to 
yield  to  the  juft  demand  of  a  long  and /ore  opprejfhd  people* 

With  pleafure  we  accept  your  proffered  correfpondencc,  and 
carneftly  beg  of  you  to  let  us  hear  from  yourfbciety  by  every  op- 
portunity. We  wifh  likewife  you  would  point  out  to  yxsfomefafe 
ptode  of  con*veyatice  for  fuch  informations  and  publications  as  we 
may  think  neccfTary  to  be  tranfmitted  to  you.  The  pofl  we  no. 
ways  relay  on,  as  many  of  our  letters  have  already  been  intercepted. 

If  any  of  the  members  of  your  fociety  ihould  have  occafion  to 
vifit  this  metropolis,  we  hope  you  will  not  let  hirii  come  without 
k  letter  from  yi)u,  and  that  while  they  ilay  hereth^y  will  frequent- 
ly ajfjft  at  the  rteetings  of  our  feveral  divifions,  and  by  thus  ajjhtiat' 
ing  commence  ap  unrok  whi^h  %ve  hefe/oon  to  fee  J/read  iff  elf  all 
O'ver  Britain,  ' 

'  We  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  our  erievances ;  we  are 
equally  well  informed  thereon,  and  all  alike  thorouehly  con- 
vinced that  nothing  fhort^f  an&uat  parliaments  and  umvenal  fuf- 
i'.:     ..      :  ,  /  fr^|e 
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fta^  can  reftore  to  us  th^t  degree  of  civil  liberty  we  are  joftly 
entitled  to,  &c.  &c. 


To  — ,  Secretary  to  the  Birinin^ham 
Society  for  Confiitutional  IiUbrmauon. 

Copy  of  a  Litter  from  the  Political  Societies  at  Norwich  toth^ 
Secretary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

Received  35  June,  1793. Anlwcrcd  25  July  1795. 

The  Political  Socicues  of  Norwich. 

Sir, 

I  lately  received  your  letter  from  Mr. ,  dated  April  lad, 

lirhich,  through  multiplicity  of  buiinefs,  we  have  omitted  to  an- 
fwer — hope  you  will  excufe  the  delay.  IVe  alfo  received  your 
friendly  letter ^  prisr  to  thai,  Tvberein you  Jtate  three  prepojitions  »  firft^ 
a  petition  t9  bis  Majefty,  or  to  Parliament,  or  a  National  Convention, 
and  ordered  one  of  our  committer  to  anfiicr  it  /  -^ould  he  glad  if 
you  will  inform  me  nvhefher  it  was  attended  to  I'^'l  gave  my  opinion 
en  thefuhje^  to  the  Confiituticncil  Society  of  London,  and  found  their 
ideas  congenial  to  my  oivn,  vi*.  an  Addrefs  to  the  King^^futile ;  a 
Petition  to  Parliament  (as  a  conquered  people )^^tcler able  ;  a  hTational 
Convention  ( f  fircumftances  admitted) — bffl  of  all.  To  what  alarm- 
ing crifis  are  we  arrived — the  Junto  is  formed  and  eftablifhed, — 
the  people  become  a  prey,  aiid  (to  adopt  the  phrai'e  of  an  Hiber- 
nian apollate)  are  treated  as  the  SwiniHi  Multitu.ie,  except  the 
privilege  of  fattening.  Wars  muft  commence  at  the  caprice  of 
individuals ;  people  torn  from  their  houfes  to  be  butchered ;  win4- 
viills  mud  be  attacked  at  the  riik  of  being  carried  over  and  d<;{he4 
to  atoms ;  the  nation  drained  of  its  fuftenance  to  fupport  a  league, 
&c  &c.  &c.  Many  epithets  may  with  great  propriety  be  applied^ 
excepting  fuch  as  Fox,  Sheridan,  Grey,  Erikine,  Lanfdowne^ 
Lauderdale,  Stanhope,  Paine,  Prieilly»  Tooke,  Wharton,  Mac- 
leod.  Barlow,  Mackinto/h,  Copper,  bdides  many  who  have  fuFer- 
rd  under  the  iron  hand  o\'  Sec.  and  when  the  people  have  com-^ 
plained,  and  humbly  requefled  a  removal  of  abufes,  they  have 
been  treated  with  infulr.  Alas !  v.  here  i»  the  m^jelty  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  An  indifFerent  obl'erver  would  fupj^ofe  it  to  centre  in  llar« 
and  garters,  ribbons  and  coftly  apparel,  palaces,  coaches  and 
horles,  with  all  the  trumpery  of  puerile  amufement; — and  were 
it  not  for  their  accurfcd  confequence*,  we  could  bear  with  it; — 
but  when  we  confider  how  many  Iweat  and  toil  and  flarve  to  fup- 
port it,  how  can  we  be  perfuaded  but  that  diere  is  a  contrivance 
between  the  land  owners  ami  the  merchant  to  hold  the  people  in 
vafDJ^ge ;  for  they  eat  up  tiie  people  as  they  eat  up  bread ; — the 
influence  of  the  jirirtccracy  and  hierarchy  is  become  very  alarming, 
for  they  have  abforbed  and  fwallowed  up  the  people  ;  but  a  ru- 
mour is  fjjread  from  the  fouth,  and  it  is  terrible  to  tyrants, — it 
ilin^s  their  mind, — it  galh  their  fielh,  and  like  Pafhur,  are  « 
terfQr  to  themfejves  left  the  people  ihould  aiTert  their  rights. 

yours,  &c. 

Copr 
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C»py  of  a  Letter  fr&rn  the  Herefordfliire  Society  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
Sir,  ,  ^  Hereford,  July  5th,  1793^ 

Owing  to  fohie  miilake  in  the  poft,  your  letter  did  not  arrive 
till  after  the  meeting  of  the  Hcrtfordftyrc  Society  in  April  laft 
had  taken  place,  I  therefore  had  not  an  opportunity  of  laying  it 
before  the  fociety  till  their  general  meeting  of  Monday  lail.  I 
am  directed  by  the  fociety  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favour,  and  to  afTure  you,  that  they  (hall  oe  happy  to  co-operate 
with  the  London  Correfponding  Society  for  the  attainment  of  the 
Common  obje6i  of  parliamentary  reform,  fo  far  as  the  views  of  the 
two  focieties  are  compatible ;  with  regard  to  the  riehta  of  uni« 
verfal  fuifrage  and  annual  parliaments,  we  do  not  pledge  oarfelves 
to  demand  them.  Without  however  entering  into  reafoning  on  the 
fubjed,  which  would  admit  of  much  more  difcuflion  than  the  limits 
of  a  letter  would  allow,  they  are  convinced  that  the  common  objedk 
of  the  two  focieties  is  the  fame,  and  that  the  mode  In  which  they 
both  wiih  to  obtain  that  objedl  is  the  fame  alfo,  by  conflitutional 
means ;  they  will  therefore  be  happy  in  receiving  any  communi- 
cation from  the  London  Correfponding  Soeiety.  Perfeverance  and 
onion  are  the  means  by  which  parliamentary  reform  muft  be  ob- 
tained. They  (hall  not,  they  truft,  be  found  deficient  in  the  one^ 
and  are  at  all  times  difpofed  to  cultivate  the  other. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

■  — — -  Secretary. 

All  Letters  to  the  fociety  are  to  be  addrefled  to , 

Hereford. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Tcwklbury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Lon^ 
den  Correfponding  Society^ 

Fellow  Citizen^  ^  J«Jy  6th,  1 795. 

Am  commiifioned  by  the  ibciety,  as  being  (ecretary,  to  thank 
yott  for  your  &vour  of  the  letter  and  pamplets — they  are  happy 
to  find  the  exigence  of  fuch  afifociations  as  yours  for  the  attain- 
ment of  fo  laudable  a  purpofe  as  that  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 
and  hope  to  fee  them  more  general  throughout  the  kingdom—* 
they  thmk  it  high  time  for  the  people  of  this  country  to  look  into 
things,  arid  keep  a  ftrider  watch  over  their  rights  and  liberties 
than  they  have  hitherto,  left  they  (hould  be  undermined,  efpe- 
cially  when  abufes  fo  glaring  arc  perpetually  Itaring  them  in  the 
&ce,  which  the  mod  prejudiced  and  interefted  will  not  but  allow. 

As  yon  wilhcd  to  be  informed  refpedling  our  fociety,  ihall  give 
you  a  concife  view  of  it.  We  call  it  tJic  Society  for  Political  and, 
Moral  Information— we  have  a  fct  of  articles  ^sr  tlic  conducing 
of  it — Monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  for  the  propofing  of  books, 
and  fettling  the  fecretary's'  accounts — ^we  take  in  a  periodical 
work  called  The  Patriot,  and  a  town  and  country  news-paper. 

We  have  no  correfpondence  with  any   fociety;   but  would 

gladly,  were  it  not  for  the  prejudice  that  prevails,  which  to  be 

♦  fure 
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fire  has  in  fome  meafure  Aibiidcd,  and  the  (baUnefs  of  otir  niim^ 
ber;  but  however  we  (ball  be  glad  to  receive  a  line  from  yo<t 
when  any  thing  occurs. — ^The  burning  of  Thomas  Paine's  effigy, 
together  with  the  Alt^eti  fffeSs  of  the  prefent  war«  has  done  more 
cood  to  the  caufe  than  the  rooft  fubftantial  arguments ;  *tis  amaz- 
ing the  increafe  of  friends  to  liberty,  and  ^c  fpirit  of  enqairy 
that  is  gone  abroad ;  fcarcely  an  old  woman  bat  is  talking  politics; 
We  have  made  the  bcft  ufe  of  vour  pamphlets.  The  fociety  dc- 
fire  their  refpedts  and  good  wimes  for  yoor  health,  including  m^ 
own.  and  remain^ 

Your  fellow  citizen,  and 
Co-operator  in  the  glorious 
Caufe  of  Liberty, 


C#/7  o/*  a  Lettir  from  the  Surttary  of  thi  Conftitutimal  Society 
at  Leeds  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional 
Informatioru 

Sir, 
I  am  defired  by  the  Committee  of  this  fociety  to  tranfmtt  yon 
the  annexed  refolutiost,  and  I  hope  you  will  receive  the  fame  as 
a  token  of  their  refpedk,  copies  of  which  are  fent  to  the  feveral 
focieties  mentioned  in  the  refolutions. 

We  have  received  a  letter  with  a  petition  ffom  Glafgow  to  his 
ifajefly,  praying  that  he  would  take  the  prefent  alarming  Hate  of 
the  nation  into  his  mod  ferious  confideration,  and  ufe  the  utmoft 
of  his  endeavours  to  reftore  us  to  the  bleflings  of  peace,  which 
I  believe  will  be  followed  from  Leeds  with  a  nmilar  petition,  and 
if  followed  up  from  all  other  places,  perhaps,  might  have  mod 
ialutary  eifefl. 

I  am,  with  the  greateil  refpedl. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  fociety. 
Sir, 
Leeds,                                 Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
July  a  I  ft,  1793.  ' : — 

Leeds  Conftitutional  Society. 

At  a  meeting  of  Delegates  of  the  faid  Society,  on  the  26th  day  of' 
June  inftant. 

It  was  refolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  given  to 
Charles  Grejr,  £f<|ttire,and  the  reft  of  the  illuftrioas  minority  wha 
fupported  his  motion  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  May  laft,  fbr  a  par- 
liamentary reform. 

That  the  decifion  of  the  reprefentative  body  on  the  above 
motion  fliould  only  ^6t  with  the  people  as  a  cementer  of 
the  bonds  of  fellowfliip  and  unanimity ;  and  that  this  fociety 
think  it  their  duty,  and  are  determined,  in  conjunction  with 
all  the  focieties  in  Great  Britain,  to  perfevere  until  they  have 

obtained  the  object  of  their  aftbciation. That  the  thanks 

of  this  fociety  be  ^iven  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peo^ 
pie,  for  their  laborious  endeavours  to  procure  informadon  on  the 

fubjedl 
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fubjed  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  for  the  publication  of  the 
fame«  as  well  as  the  liberal  prefent  lately  received  from  them, 
and  to  the  different  focieties  which  have  expreiTed  their  defires  for 
affiliation  with  this  fociety,  particularly.  th»le  of  London,  Sheffield, 
Birmingham,  and  Glafgow. 

That  the  Secretary  do  notify  the  above  refolutions  to  Mr.  Grey, 
and  the  feveral  focieties  refpedlively ;  and  that  thefe  refolutions  be 
publiihed  in  one  of  the  Leeds  and  one  of  the  London  papers. 

•  Prefident. 

_  >^  Secretary. 

DraJ}  of  a  Letter  from  the  London  Carre/ponding  Society ,  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Political  Societies  at  /Norwich. 

Fellow  Citii^en,  London,  25th  Jnly,  1793. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  have  received  and  read 
with  pleafure  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  June,  but  the  anfwer  which 
you  mention  to  have  been  made  to  our  three  queftions  has  not  yet 
come  to  hand.  We  (hall  be  glad  to  be  informed  in  |your  next 
whether  it  was  ever  put  in  the  poft-office. 

With  regard  to  the  queftions  themfelves,  however  individuals 
may  have  made  up  their  minds  on  them,  the  public  feemed  moft  to 
Approve  the  mode  of  petitioning  parliamint.  We  accordingly  acqui- 
cfced,  and  fent  in  a  petition ^figned  by  near  6,000  perfons.  With 
this  letter  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  it ;  and  with  its  fate  you  are 
doubtlefs  not  unacquainted. 

While  we  agree  with  you  that  the  people  are  treated  like  Swine, 
we  are  forced  to  acknowledge  that  fome  among  them,  from  their 
flotb  and  ignorance,  fcarccly  dcferve  better  ufage ;  however,  unceaf- 
ingly  labour  to  meliorate  their  condition  as  well  as  our  own,  and 
convinced  that  a  thorough  parliamentary  reform  is  the  only  means 
of  effeftuating  it,  we  firmly  purfue  our  purpofc,  and  in  the  molt 
conspicuous  manner  under  the  eye  of  the  court,  in  the  middle  of 
the  metropolis,  and  in  the  very  ncft  of  place  and  penfion  hornets, 
the  tavern  where  Reeves,  the  tool  of  the  junto,  holds  his  inquifito- 
rial  tribunal,  have  lately  held  a  general  meeting  of  the  fociety, 
fent  forth  an  addrefs  to  the  nation,  and  enterevl  into  fomc  fpirited 
refolutions,  a  few  copies  of  which  we  defire  you  to  accept  and  pro- 
mulgate as  far  and  as  wide  as  you  can;  at  the  fame  time  reft  aifured 
that  the  firmnc/s  difplayed  therein  is  not  confined  to^words,  but 
that  on  every  occafion  our  fociety  will  be  found  foremoft  in  ajfert* 
ing  and  recovering  the  Liberties  of  their  country. 

Exiiorcing  you,  therefore,  to  throw  afiiie  all  unavailing  com- 
plaint, we  wifli  you  to  occupy  yourfelves  in  inftrufling  the  people, 
in  introducing  and  maintaining  order  and  regulars y  in  your  own 
fociety,  and  in  forming  a  jund  ion  ij^iih  all  others  ajjociated  for  the 
fame  pur prfe  tJ  roHghout  the  nation,  by  keeping  ap  .»  conllant  corref 
pondcnce  w  ah  them ;  but,  above  all,  orderly  and  co.tragcouP.y  prepar- 
ing your  jAf  1 '.r  the  event ;  for  as  it  is  natarul  tofuppojo  that  thofe 
Vol.  IV.  a  a  who 
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who  now  prey  on  the  public  will  not  willingly  yield  up  4faeir  en- 
joyments, nor  re-poflefs  us  of  our  rights  'withmt  aftruggUy  wbicli, 
by  their  behavioar  in  Ireland,  we  havefome  reafon  to  think  they 
are  meditating,  and  perhaps  may  intend  to  effed  by  means  of  thole 
very  foreign  mercenaries  who  are  now  paid  by  the  iweat  of  our 
broWf  and  whom,  under  fome  plaufible  pretence,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  land  on  our  fhore^— It  ma^  be  more  advantageous 
to  humanity  to  (hew  them  at  firft,  that  their  opponents  are  neither 
mob  nor  rabble,  hut  om  indignant  opfreffid  piofU,  in  ivhom  if  noi  jet 
tntirelf  extinS  tin  'valour  of  their  firef others. 

Union  and  increafe  being  then  our  only  refourfes,  let  as  dili- 
gently exert  onrfelves  therein  with  zeal  and  patience,  removing^ 
ignorance  and  prejudice,  with  finnnefs  and  a  coniiilent  behaviour 
encouraging  thofe  who  join  us ;  and,  above  all,  avoiding  little 
bickerings  among  ourfelves,  ever  difcountenancing  felfilhjealoaftes 
and  private  animofities,  and  cordially  joining  wim  heart  and  hand 
in  the  common  caufe. 

Your  neighbourhood  muft  feverely  feel  the  dreadful  coiifequeiices 
of  an  iniquitous,  depopulating,  and  ruinous  war,  but  you  are  not 
the  only  lufferers;  from  various  parts  of  the  country  we  learn,  that 
the  war  abroad  has  already  ipread  defolation  at  home;  yet  fuch  i% 
the  blindnefs  of  fome  folks,  that  they  talk  of  its  being  continued 
for  years.  Peace  we  wifh  to  all  men,  but  to  fuch  friends  deftmc- 
tion.  Let  us  hear  from  you  foon,  and  let  our  future  correi^pon- 
dence  be  more  regular.  We  are,  with  fincerity.  Fellow  Citizen* 
for  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  as 

Your  friends  and  fellow  labourers  for  the 
good  of  our  country. 


Draft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lcndom  Correfionding  Soeietj^  to  the  Seere^ 
tary  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  Leeds, 
Fellow  Citizen,  30th  July,  1795. 

•  The  London  Correfponding  Society  have  at  once  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  May,  and  to  appologizc 
for  not  haying  anfwered  it  fooner ;  but  by  accident  it  was  for  fome 
timemillaid,  and  the  multiplicity  of  bufmefs  upon  our  hands,  oc- 
cafioned  a  ftill  further  delay. 

Highly  approving  of  the  direftions  given  you  by  the  Sheffield 
Society  for  Conllitutional  Information,  to  correfpond  with  every 
focicty  in  Great  Britain,  we  joyfully  accept  your  overture,  and 
fhail  not  in  future  fail  to  improve  the  acquainunce;  at  the  fame 
time,  being  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  and  forming  a  fociety 
which  has  undergone  fome  degree  of  political  war^re,  and  there- 
by acquired  experience,  we  will,  as  occafion  offers,  moft  frater- 
nally  give  you  every  advice  and  information  in  our  power ;  but  as 
you  already  have  the  affiftanceof  the  Sheffield  Society,  there  will 
remain  little  for  us  to  do  that  way. 

Let 
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Let  not  the  rmallnefs  of  your  nai^.ber  deter  you  from  arduoufly 
purfuing  your  plan.  Reafon  makes  fare  though  flow  progrefs,  and 
having  once  gained  a  footing  in  .the  human  mind,  can  never  be 
eradicated. 

Your  Addrefs  and  Declaration  have  likewife  been  miilaid,  and 
as  yet  we  have  been  unable  to  recover  them,  therefore  beg  you 
will,  with  your  next,  .'end  us  another  copy. 

To  return  to  ourfelves,  we  have  made  a  iland  againft  the  Place 
and  Penflon  Clubs ;  we  have  been  abufed  in  the  Senate,  calunmated 
in  public,  perfecuted  in  private,  and  worried  out  of  public  houfes, 
yet,  (we  contiuue  meeting  numeroufly  entire)  our  demands  are 
fuch  that  no  one  has  dared  to  deny  their  confonance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution,  and  our  do^lrine  makes  numerous  pro»- 
fefytes,  and  greatly  increafes  the  number  of  thofe  who  may  with 
truth  be  ilyled  the  friends  of  their  country  in  particular,  and  of 
mankind  in  general.  We  petitioned  Parliament,  and  they  were 
forced  to  admit  our  petition,  although  they  would  not  grant  what 
it  required;  in  fhort,  we  ftrengtWn  fo  much,  that  on  tU  %ib  of 
this  month  we  had  a  general  meeting  of  the  Toctety  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  Tavern,  the  very  place  where  Reeves  and  his  accom- 
plices meet.  He  met  there  at  the  fame  time  in  a  room  under  us^ 
and,  together  with  his  affociates,  fwallowed  a  copious  draught  of 
mortification  in  feeing  our  meeting  fo  well  conduced  and  fo 
numeroufly  attended;  we  fay  numeroufly,  for  having  limited  the 
number  of  admiflion  tickets  to  700,  many  who  had  been  dilatory 
in  providing  themfelves  were  unavoidably  excluded, 

Inclofed  you  have  copies  of  our  petition  to  Parliament,  of  our 
two  firft  Addrefles,  of  our  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Francis,  of 
Mr.  Wharton's  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  3iit  May, 
and  of  the  Addrefs  to  the  Nation,  and  theRefoIutions  we  publiflied 
at  our  — ^  general  meeting.  You  will  therein  discover  all 
that  we  wifli  to  obtain,  and  nubat  ive  iLtll  fully  obtain  ere  ive  ceaje 
to  be  a  fociety^  not-withftanding  the  attempt  now  making  in  Ireland^ 
and  meant  to  be  introduced  into  Great  Britain.  We  invite  you  moft 
cordially  to  co-o^rate  with  us,  and  even,  if  our  rules  and  pui^ 
fuit  meet  your  entire  approbation,  and  you  have  no  particular  At- 
tachment  to  the  name  you  have  adopted,  it  might  advantage  the 
caufe  were  you  to  incorporate  yourfelves  with  us,  and  go  under 
the  conunon  denomination.  This  however  i«  only  an  idea  thrown 
out  for  your  conflder^tion.  You  are  at  perfedl  liberty  to  notice  it 
or  not.     We  are  with  fincerity,  your  fellow  labourers, 

&c.    Sec. 
Draft  of  a  Letter  from  the  London  Correjponding  Society  to  Hertford, 

Sir,  London,  3  ift  July,  1 793, 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  inftant  we  have  laid  before  the  London 

Correfponding  Societv,  who,  fmcerely  *anxiou«i  to  promote  the 

caufe  of  freedom  and  humanity,  by  uniting  and  correfponding 

with  the  friends  to  reform,  directed  us  to  anfwer  you  with  all  con- 

A  a  2  venient 
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venient  fpeed;  but  bufinefs  multiplying  faft  on  oar  hands,  hozh 
from  the  rapid  increafe  of  our  own  fociety,  and  from  the  vaJ. 
number  of  country  focieties  weekly  ftarting  up,  and  who  require 
at  our  hands  a  regular  correfpondence>  we  have  been  prevented 
from  being  fo  exad  as  we  could  wifh;  the  latter  impediment  how- 
ever is  hr  from  inaufpicious,  as  it  may  ^rly  be  attributed  to  tlie 
difFuofin  of  political  knowledge  caufing  men  more  fenooily  to  re- 
fled  on  the  ruinous  meafures  now  purfued,  which  become  more 
unpopular^  proportionally  as  they  become  more  unwiie. 

We  receive  with  pleafure  your  aiTurance  of  co-operating'  witB 
us  for  a  reform  in  parliament,  an  objeft  to  which  all  our  endea- 
vours tend,  and  on  which  our  hearts  are  invariably  fixed  ;  but  as 
your  declaration,  that  "  you  will  not  pledge  yourfelves  to  demand 
'*  Univerfal  SuflTrage  and  Annual  Pariiaments,**  is  followed  bv 
no  fpecific  plan  of  reform  of  your  own,  we  are  under  fome  difficulty 
how  to  conclude — Perhaps,  as  ftrangers,  you  write  to  us  with  that 
prudent  referve  which  is  fometimes  neceilary ;  and  that  idea  re- 
ceives flrength  from  your  appearing  afterwards  convinced  that  the 
common  objedt  of  the  two  UKieties  is  the  fame,  which  we  readily 
admit;  but  as  mutual  confidence  is  the  baits  of  union,  and  the  only 
rational  pledge  and  fupport  for  co-operative  exertion,  we  truA 
your  next  will  do  away  every  difficulty. 

With  refped  to  univerial  fulFrage  ;ind  annual  Parliaments,  a 
mature  conviAion  of  their  juftice  and  neceifity  for  the  prefervation 
of  liberty  and  profperity  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  for 
fecuring  the  independence  of  parliament,  was  our  primary  in- 
ducement to  aifociate.    We  therefore  candidly  aflbre  you,  that 
thcfe  our  principles,  as  already  announced  to  the  public,  remain 
immutable.    Unconnected  with  any  party  whatever,  we  cah  con- 
fider  no  reform  radical  but  fuch  as  will  enable  evtry  individual  of 
the  community  40  enjoy  the  advantages  thereof  equally  with  our- 
fclves ;  for  if  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  government,  or  the  me- 
rits of  the  candidates,  be  an  argument  agamftuniverlalfufFrage,  as 
our  opponents  pretend,  the  fame  reafons  would  equally  incapaci- 
tote  a  great  majoriry  of  thofc  who  now  enjoy  that  privilege,  to 
the  exclufion  of  very  many  thoufands  much  better  informed  than 
themfelves — ^not  to  mention,  that  under  a  more  equalized  mode  of 
government,  the  oeople  would  be  at  once  induced  and  impowcrcd 
to  improve  themlclves  in  ufefol  knowledge. — In  a  word,  we  know 
no  principle,  coniiflent  with  juftice  or  reafon,  by  which  we  coold 
exclude  confcientioufly  any  part  of  the  community  from  an  equa- 
lity of  rights  and  privileges,  which  every  member  of  fociety,  as 
he  contributes  to  its  fupport,  ought  equally  to  eiijuy. 

With  refpeft  to  annual  parliaments,  we  will  juft  remark,  that 
good  members  may  be  re-elefteJ,  whilft  twelve  months  we  think 
folly  fuiHcient  for  the  welfare  of  millions  to  remain  at  the  mercy  of 
a  bad  reprefentaiive- — Having  thus  unequivocally  Ikted  our  priiici- 
plci.wc  fhall  conclude  by  obfcrving,  that  the  bill  juil  part  in  Ireland 
18  of  a  oaturc  to  avrnkcn  the  jealoufy  of  every  friend  to  freedom  and 

humanity 
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Kamanity,  will  render  every  exertion  jullifiable,  fhould  a  (imilar 
attack  upon  conflitational  freedom  be  attempted  here.  We  fhall 
be  happy  to  unite  in  the  clofeli  bonds  of  union  with  the  Hertford 
Society,  and  hope,  as  they  have  no  party  views,  that  in  a  very 
(hort  fpace  of  time  they  will  think  entirely  as  we  do  on  the  fubjed 
of  a  parliamentary  reform.  , 

We  are,  &c.  &c. 
On  the  8th  July,  we  had  a  general  meeting  of  the  fociety  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  in  the  Strand.     Reeves  and  his  aflbci- 
ates  were  at  the  fame  time  in  the  room  beneath  us.     We  fend  you 
a  few  copies  of  the  Addrefs  that  was  then  publiihed. 

"Draft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Londbn  QorreJ^nding  Society,  to  the  Titufkef- 
bury  Socioty* 
Fellow  Citizens,  London,  3d  Auguft,  1793. 

Your  Letter  of  the  6th  July  has  been  laid  before  the  committee 
of  delegates  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  it  is  witJi 
great  pleafure  they  fee  an  Infant  Society  Starting  up  in  your  part 
of  the  Country,  Go  on  and  profper ;  no  aflillance  (hall  be  want- 
ing on  our  part  as  to  information,  inftrudlion,  or  auy  other  thing 
in  which  we  can  be  ufcful  to  you — we  herewith  fend  you  copies  of 
moft  of  our  publications  fince  we  have  been  a  Society — may  thcjr 
be  of  fervice ! 

We  recommend  to  you  to  perufe  attentively  ourfirft  Addrefs,  and 
the  rules  which  are  annexed  to  it;  it  will  likewife  be  advifeablc  ror 
you  to  abide  entirely  by  a  thorough  parliamentary  reform,as  is  there- 
in cxprefTed,  and  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  inilradlion  of  your 
neighbours  in  their  political  rights,  for  which  purpofc  weekly 
meetings,  if  they  could  conveniently  take  place,  would  prove  more 
advantageous  than  your  meeting  only  once  a  month;  and  if  yoa 
thought  it  might  facilitate  your  progrefs,  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing bociet^  empower  us  to  inform  you,  that  they  will  willingly  in- 
corporate >  our  Society  with  ours,  under  the  title  of  the  Correljpond- 
ing  Society  in  Tewkeibury  ;  and  if  fo,  our  rules  will  become  yours, 
our  intelligence  will  be  the  fame,  and  our  correfpondence  weekly 
and  regularly  carried  on — but  then  our  mode  of  proceeding  muft 
be  entirely  alik?,  and  no  referve  mull  take  place  between  us. — We 
imagine  lome  other  Societies  in  otlier  parts  of  the  country  will  fall 
into  the  fame  plan,  and  it  need  not  be  pointed  out  to  you  how  much 
more  forcible  liich  a  junftion  would  render  every  thing  that  comes 
from  us ;  but  before  you  do  it  you  mufl  acquaint  us  with  your  de- 
fign,  in  order  that  we  may  give  you  every  Inftrudion  neceflary. 
Farewell  Fellow  Citizens,  and  firmly  rely  on  the  alfillance  and  im- 
cere  friendlhip  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  in  fo  good  a 
caufe. 

Your's  fincerely. 


I 
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Drop  of  a  Litter  from  the  London  CorreJ^Mng  Society,  tfpareiulf  x»-> 
tenM  to  befeni  to  different  Societies, 

Sir.  London,  1 5th  Avgufl,  1 793. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society^  after  To  long  an  intermix 
tion  in  their  correfpondence  with  you,  anxioufly  wiih  to  renew  and 
to  render  it  more  in^erefting,  firmly  perfoaded  that  the  connedkai 
between  the  difFerent  Societies  in  Great  Britain  cannot  be  too  clofe- 
)y  cemented-— to  that  end  they  beg  yoo  will  point  out  a  iafer  mode 
of  conveyance  for  our  Letter:^  than  die  Foil,  and  wifh  yon,  in  anf- 
ver  to  this,  to  give  us  the  fiilleft  account  of  yoor  progreis,  and, 
of  the  itite  of  Aifair$  in  your  department.  Continuing  in  a  flov 
but  (leady  pace  the  career  which  we  have  begun,  we  are  neariy 
certain  that  although  the  number  of  our  mem^n  do  not  increaie 
fo  rappidly  as  from  the  population  of  the  Metropolis  we  might  ^ 
have  expelled,  yet  our  principles  make  their  way  among  the  public  < 

and  many  thoufands^  who  from  connedlion,  intereft,  &c.  may  be 
afraid  or  cautiou&  of  joining  us  overtly,  notwithftanding  are  oar 
fiaunch  friends  in  private*— -You  very  likely  do  not  laboiu*  ander 
the  (ame  difficulties  that  we  do,  who  are  fituated  in  the  very  centre 
of  corruption ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  the  increafe  of  yoor  So- 
ciety keeps  pace  with  the  increafe  of  thofe  national  calamities 
which  ever  muft  remit  from  an  unjuil  war. 

Viewing  with  indignation  the  oppreffion  fo  generally  exerciied 
all  over  the  nation,  againft  every  individual  furpe6led  of^vouring 
the  caufe  of  the  People,  and  lamenting  the  grofs  ignorance  uoder 
which  the  People  in  general  labour,  with  regard  to  their  rights 
and  duties  when  called  upon  to  ferve  on  Juries,  we  have  determi- 
ned to  re-publiHi,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  No^es  and  an  appen- 
dix, a  moft  excellent  pamphlet,  which  made  its  firft  appearance 
about  one  hundred  Years  a?o,  and  was  written  by  that  eminent 
Lawyer  and  honeft  man.  Sir  John  Hawles,  Solicitor  General  to 
King  William ;  we  therefore  wi(h  to  know  whether  your  Society 
would  be  inclined  to  circulate  a  number  of  them  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood, and,  il  fo,  you  will  not  delay  to  ^ive  us  your  orders  for 
as  many  as  you  would  have  fent  you ;  aud  as  we  feek  merely  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  printing,  the  Committee  have  fixed 
the  price  fo  low  2^  Twenty-five  Shillings  per  hundred. 

Entreating  you  to  give  us  an  early  anfwer,  we  remain,  for  the 
London  Correfponding  Society. 

Lift  of  Societies  annexed,  viz, 
Derby, 
Stockport, 
Manchefier  Ref. 
Manchefter  Confl. 
Sheffield  Confl, 
Nottingham.  Cofy 
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C2oJy  of  a  Letter  from  Ceventty  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corref pond- 
ing Society, 
Citizen  ,  Coventry,  zothAugoft,  1793 

X  received  your  favour,  together  with  the  printed  refolutions  of 
your  refpe6lable  Society,  on  the  nth.  I  did  not  arrive  here  only 
on  the  loth  at  night,  ndt  being  able  to  leave  Birmingham  before 
that  day. 

Pleafe  to  inform  your  Society  that  I  believe  I  may  be  able  to 
eftabliih  a  fociety  in  this  defpotic  Towtt— We  have  drawn  up  our 
addrefs,  declaration,  refolutions,  and  are  ordered  to  be  printed 
ivhich  I  hope  will  be  done  this  week. 

We  have  adopted  your  lait  refolutions,  which  you  favoured  me 
by  the  poft. 

I  will  bring  thefe  printed  with  me  to  London,  as  I  hope  to  viiit 
your  Society  as  foon  as  I  can  leave  this  Society  in  fafety. — ^They 
want  ftrengthening,  and  will  have  a  public  meeting  next  Tuefday 
and  we  expedl  much  oppofition  from  the  Corporation;  and  as  £ 
am  chofe  preiident,  I  will  wait  to  receive  the  hire  of  this  miniile- 
rial  Badge  of  corruption. 

I  ihalf  be  glad  if  your  Society  could  fend  an  encouraging  Let- 
ter to  this  infant  Society  by  that  time. 

I  remain,  with  the  greateft  regard  and  efteem  your 
Society's  friend  and  brother,  labouring  in  the 
field  of  reform,  unfolicited  by  any  party  whateverl 
I  am,   dear  citizen,   in  the  greateft  fmcerity  and 
truth,   your  fellow  Citizen,  and  friend  to  the 
human  race.  ■ 

P,  S.  You  will,  no  doubt  exhort  them  to  fear  no  power  of  cor- 
ruption, let  thefe  Powers  be  ever  fo  great ;  but  to  purfue  the  re- 
form with  a  manly  and  fleady  perfeverance,  unitedly  with  every 
iimilar  inflitution  in  Great  Britain,  and  let  us  not  lutfer  our  Socio- 
ty  to  perifli,  but  rather  let  us  all  die  together  for  the  good  of  our 
brother  man ;  fear  no  perfecution  whatever  on  the  fide  of  corrup- 
tion, or  that  Minifterial  vengeance  can  bring  againfl  thofe  who 
are  ding  their  utmoU  exertions  in  the  common  caufe  of  freedom^ 
or  are  promoting  love  and  good  will  to  the  Human  race. 

N,  B,  I  fhall  oe  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  be  fo  obliging  to 
provid  •  a  room  in  fome  private  family  for  myfelf  and  wife,  at  a 
moderate  Expence. — I  wifh  to  be  in  London  in  fourteen  days. 

Drafi  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Co,refpending  Socie* 
ty  to  Mr.  Skirling, 
Dear  Sir,  London,  cth  Oaobcr,  1793, 

With  pleafure  I  perufe  your  favour  of  the  id  Inltani ;  but  ai 
yet  have  feen  nor  heard  nothing  of  the  two  copies  of  Mr.  Muir*$ 
trial,  which  you  mention  as  being  fent  to  the  Society,  and  to  my- 
felf. Be  kind  enough,  notwithftanding  to  return  that  gentleman 
thanks  for  his  polite  attention ;  and  aifure  him,  that  we  view  him 
in  the  light  of  a  Martyr  to  freedom,  as  well  as  Mr.  Palmer;  and 

that 
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that  our  warmeft  Hopes  are,  that  the  oppreiTors  of  mankixKi     ^. 
cither  be  alhamed  or  afraid  of  carrying  their  reven^efizi   malkr 
into  execution. 

The  general  cotvention  which  you  mention  appears    to  Mr 
Margarot  (to  whom  alone  I  have  communicated  your  letter)    suiA 
ntyfelf,  to  be  a  very  excellent  meafure,  and  as   fiich    J  coiz^j 
wifh  you,  without  delay,  to  communicate  it  officially  to  oar  Socie- 
ty, 'without  any  nuttft  mihtioMtng  that  you  had  ^xvrittem  to  woe  fri'uate  \ . 
if  in  your  official  letter  you  (hould  require  us  to  fend  a  deputatioa 
to  that  meeting,  I  have  no  doubt  but  our  Society  would  with  pJea- 
fnre  accept  the  Invitation,  and  I  am  perfuaded  it  may  do  much 
good.    Our  freedom,  as  you  juftly  oblerve,  depends  entirely  m/u 
omrJev€Sy  and  ufon  our  availing  our/elves  of  this  opportumitj,  *ujincb  ancz 
loft  nuy  uot  he  fofoon  recovired.^^1,  am  glad  to  difcover    by    your 
teftimony  that  I  was  by  no  ways  miftaken  in  thr  high  opinicMi  1 
always  had  of  Lord  Daer's  Patriotilm.     A  title  may  be  a  bar  to 
diiintereiled  patriotifm ;  but,  it  feems,  he  has  evinced  it  to  be  an 
iniiiperable  one. 

You.are  right — it  is  true  that  we  have  had  another  general 
Sleeting,  at  which  a  haftily  compofed  and  fuddenly  produced  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King  was  read,  applauded,  and  agreed  to  be  pre/enced 
but  on  a  cool  revifal,  the  iaid  addrefs  being  mind  to  be  izx>re  ill- 
natured  than  fpirited,  more  dangerous  in  its  Language  than  ad- 
vanugeous  in  its  obje£l,  befides  being  too  lon^,  the  committer, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  majority  of  the  Society,  have  adopted 
another,  much  fafer,  more  appoiite,  and  relating  folelv  to  the  war. 
Enclofed  you  have  a  copy  of  it.     But  ^ou  was  mifmformed  when 
yon  was  told  we  pafled  any  refolutions  at  that  meeting,  for 
we  only  came  to  one,  and  that  rather  of  a  private  Nature,  namoly, 
"  That  the  condu^  of  Sir  James  SandeHbn,  in  preventing  the 
**  meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  at  the  Globe  Ta- 
"  vem.  Fleet  Street,  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  place  him  htU^ 
•*  our  cenfurt*^ 

I  am,  moil  fmcerely. 

Your  Fellow  Labourer  and  Well  wiiher. 


P.  S,    Mr.  Margarot  deiires  to  be   remembered  to  you    in 
the  moll  afFeflionate  manner.    Do  not  in  future,  on  the  Adirejv 
of  your  Letter,  mention  any  Thing  of  the  (London  Correfponding  Society) 
K>r  it  was  a  thoufand  to  one  that  I  received  that  Letter  by  pod. 
To  Mr.  Skirving  Edinburgh. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Coventry  to  a  perfcn  in  London, 

Coventry,  Odlober  a3d,  1793. 
Citizen  , 

The  rcaion  why  I  did  not  anfwer  your  letter  of  laft  week  was 
thl.^ ;  I  thought  you  would  like  to  be  informed  how  our  Society 
was  going  on,  therefore  I  yellerday  called  a  meeting  at  Hewit's, 
which  was  laft  night  well  attended,  and  feveral  new  members  ad- 
mitted 
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mitted ;  and  I  am  informed  by  fomp  of  the  members*  that  we  fhall 
have  many  more  candidates  for  adnuflion  next  night.  My  expec- 
mtions  of  our  fnccefs  in  our  new  enterprize  becomes  more  (anguine 
than  ever.'  I  haVe  received  from  Mr.  ■  *>  two  letters*  and 
a  parcel  of  their  publications*  which  I  diftributed  laft  night* 
likewife  thofe  which  we  received  by  you  from  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society,  for  which  our  Society  deiired  I  would  return 
their  thanks  to  Citizens  — — -  and  ■.    I  intend  to  fend 

indofed  in  a  box  to-morrow  evening*  by  Balloon  Coach*  about 
50  more  copies  of  our  addrelTes  to  Citizen  ■»  -  ■*  in  order 
that  he  may  difpofe  of  them  among  the  di£Ferent  divilions  of  the 
Correfponding  Society  ;  I  ihall  likewife  indofe  a  few  addrefled  to 

Mr. ,  Secretary  to  the  Conftitudbnal  Society*  London* 

which  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  you  to  prefent  to  him*  amd  requeft 
him  to  fandtion  our  ettoru  in  the  public  caufe  with  their  oorre- 
ipondence. 

I  ihall  likewife  fend  yon  your  umbrella,  carriage  paid*    by 
the  coach*  to-morrow  evening. 

Shall  be  obliged  to  Citizen if  he  could  favour  us 

with  a  few  more  of  their  publications*  particularly  their  *'  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Nation;"  and  likewife  a  few  of  the  fongs  which 
begin  with  "  God  fiive  the  Sights  of  Man*  &c." 

I  am*  with  refpeds  u>  Mrs.  ■*&€. 

Your  fmcere  Friend  and  Fellow  Citizen* 

Cojjy  cf  a  Litiir  /rm  ibi  Sientary  n  ibi  Cott/HtuiiMaJ  Society  at 
ShigiiU   19  dft  Secmary  rf  ibe  SocUiy  fir    Conftitutiond  In- 
firmatUn. 
SheffieU  Committee  Room  of  the  Cenftitutional  Society* 

November  ift*  1793* 
Sir, 
^  Your  letter*  ^  and  the  refolution  of  the  Society  for  Conftitu- 
tional.Inibnnatioa  in  London*  ace  this  moment  delivered  to  me 
by  Mr«  Aihton,  in  anfwer  to  which  I  fit  down  inibntly  to  in- 
ibfm  you  that  the  Societv  has  already  tranfmitted  its  fentiments 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention  at  fidinbui^h,  Mr.  Skirvin^* 
and  declined  lending  a  delegation  for  reaibas  which  I  will 
tranfcribe  1^  the  words  of  our  letter. — '*  That  it  would  have 
«  given  this  Society  the  moft  heartfelt  fatis&(5lion  to  have  had 
'<  a  delegation  prefent  at  their  approaching  Convention,  had 
**  we  received  timely  notice  of  their  wiihes  that  it  ihould  be  {0 
"  — 4>nt  ic  unfortunately  happens*  that  all  the  gentlemen  be- 
**  longing  to  the  Society,  which  it  would  chute  for  fo  im- 
"  portant  a  bufineis,  are  fo  previoufly  engaged  in  aifairs  which 
**  they  cannot  poffibly  poftpone  in  fo  fiiort  an  interval,  that  it 
"  is  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with  their  requiiition  on  the 
"  prefent  occaiion. 

"  This  Society  are  alfo  of  opinion*  that  to  give  fuch  a  moa- 

"  fure  its  full  effedt*  it  would  be  ncceflarv  that  the  other  So- 

Vo^-lV.  B  b  '     *'  ciedes 
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'*  cieties  in  South  Britain  fhonld  have  communication  with  each 
"  other  on  thefubjed,  and  be  able  to  afcertain  that  deputatiorti 
**  would  be  fcnt  from  at  leait  a  majority  of  the  Societies  in  tJns 
*'  part  of  the  kingdtnn.     And  to  evince  that  we  ihould  be  happy 
'*  to  unite  our  eSbrts  with  theirs  in  one  firm  and  fettled  pMn^ 
"  we  aflnre  them,  that  if  they  think  proper  to  fix  another  mect- 
•'  ing  in  January  or  February,  or  any  other  time  which  may  be 
'*  more  agreeable,  and   give   us  immediate  notice  thereof,  and 
•*  that  they  wiih  to  fee  delegates  from  the  feveral  Societies  in 
*•  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  we  will  write  to  all  thofc  we  are 
"  in  correfpondmice  with,  to  get  fuch  a  delegation  as  may  be 
"  truly  refpedable  and  important." 

The  above  extras  will  evince  to  you.  Sir,  and  the  Society 
for  Conftitutional  Information,  how  hx  your  proceeding  meets 
with  our  approbation.  There  is  a  worthy  member  of  this  So- 
ciety and  of  the  Committee,  and  I  believe  alfo  of  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve,  admitted  into  yoor  Society,  Citizen  Alcock, 
now  in  London,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  has*  befisre  this  will 
reach  you,  given  you  the  whole  inibroiation  herein  contained ; 
but  (o  fcrdpuloofly  exa6l  am  I  in  anfwerjng  eycry  letter  on 
public  bufineis,  that  I  will  not  tnift  to  him,  though  I  know  he 
is  particularly  defirous  oi  being  introduced  to  you« 

I  was  chofen  Secretary,  fro  tempers,  to  anf^^-er  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Skirving,  and  therefore  continue  the  office  ihus  much  farther, 
not  to  keep  you  in  iWfpence,  as  the  Committee  will  not  meet 
again  before  Wednefda^  next,  and  two  or  three  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  have  foen  your  letter  ho&re  I  did,  fent  to  requeft  I 
would  do  fo. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  letter  without  remarking,  that  all  the  So- 
cieties we  are  ia  correfpofidence  with  have  .bcea  remaifcaBly 
remifs  in  their  communk^cions  for  feveral  months  pad;  to 
many  we  have  addrefTed  more  than  one  or  two  withoot  re- 
ceiving any  anfwers.  This  Society  has  been  very  adttve,  and 
4)articMlarly  in  pubiiQiing,  by  wjuch  (everai  indt^vUrnds  have 
fuftered  confiderably,  as  the  burthen  has  ^len.  chiefly  on  them. 
We  have  many  thoufand  members,  but  a  vafl^  majority  of  them 
being  working  men,  the  war,  which  has  deprived  many  of 
them  of  all  employment,  and  alzriofl  every  ooe  of  half  his 
earnings,  we  have  been  crippled  more  than  aay  othsr  in  the 
kingdom.  We  have  the  iati^fa&ion  to  know  tlut  <««  ka^^ 
dom  great  good,  but  1  fear  we  muft  content  ourfelves  with 
good  intentions  and  wiihes  in  future,  as  our  funds  are  not  only 
exhauiled,  but  the  Society  is  confiderably  in  debt,  and  that 
debt  muft  fall  on  a  few  who  have  flood  ibrwarJ  on  every  oc- 
cafion  with  their  zeal,  their  active  efforts,  and  their  credit. 

It  appears  to  me,  tiat  if  the  Societies  dovfiot  become  more 
a6live,  and  more  united  in  their  efforts  in  the  time  to  come, 
what  they  have  done  hitherto  wiil  be  rendered  ufelefs,  and  ar- 
bitrary po\*'er  will  trample  on  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to 
freemen.      The  meafures  lately  adopted  in  the  fifter  kingdom, 

mcaiures 
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meafiires  as  oppoiice  to,  and  incompatible  with  a  free  conlH- 
tution  as  iire  and  water,  and  fince  followed  up  by  the  mofl 
ilaviih  and  horrid  doctrines  in  the  courts  in  Scotland,  have 
hitherto  been  viewed  only  with  a  degree  of  apathy  by  the  great 
bodies  of  the  kingdom,  which  we  little  folks  in  the  country 
look  up  to  for  examples,  ftyling  themfelves  patriotic,  fuch  as 
*♦  The  Sociej^y  for  Conftitutional  Information,  in  London," 
•*  The  Friends  of  the  People,  ditto,*'  "  The  Friends  to  the 
*'  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,"  that  we  begin  almofl  to  think  here, 
iris  time  to  nip  thofe  buds  of  freedom  which  were  beginning 
to  bloffom  with  fo  much  luxuriance,  hfl.  they  (hoald  be  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  bebg  blighted  by  thofe  torpid  frofts  which 
appear  to  have  chilled  every  animating  influence  in  thofe  great 
barriers  which  we  looked  to  for  defence  and  protedion. 

I  affure  you,  my  good  Sir,  nothing  is  further  from  my  in- 
tention than  to  give  the  fmalleft  offence — 1  am  a  (launch  De- 
mocrat, and  fpeak  my  mind  freely ;  and  I  hope  you  will  con* 
fider  what  I  have  hinted  at  the  fupinenefs  which  appears  at  pre- 
fent  to  poffefs  too  great  a  fway,  as  merely  the  effeft  of  that  warmth 
and  zeal  for  the  great  caufe  we  are  both  ilrenuous  to  fupport 
and  forward,  the  caufe  of  Freedom  and  ParliamenUry  Reform. 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  refped.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

.  Secretary,  fro  Tempore ^  to  the 

Conllitutional  Society,  Sheffield, 

Ccpy  of  a  Lftter  from  the  Stcrftaty  to  tbt  Confiituiional  Zocuty  at 
Leeds  to  the  Se:retary  to  the  Society  for  Conjlitutional  Information 
at  London, 

Sir, 
Your's  of  the  29th  I  received,  and  laid  it  before  the  Con»* 
.  mittee  of  the  Leeds  Society  on  Monday  the  4th  of  thisinftant. 
It  is  with  great  fatisfa^ion  we  read  your  better,  and  approve 
of  your  having  eled^ed   your  delegates  to  ferve  upon  iuch  a 
laudable  an  undertaking ;  but  if  you  meant  for  the  Leeds  Society 
M  adopt  the  fame  meafares, '  ihall  be  glad  if  you  will  anfwer 
this  immediately ;  as  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the   time  of 
their  fitting  we  fear  our  delegates  would  be  too  late. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  great  refpeft. 

Your  humble  fervant. 
Quarry  Hill,  ^ 

J  th  Nov.  1793.  Secretary  of  the  Conllitutional  Society* 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Confiitutional 
Information  at  Birmingham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 
Confiitutional  Information  at  London, 

Sif,      — 
Your  favour   of  the  20th  ult.  came  fafe  to  hand,  and  was 
jcad  in  a  committee  of  the  Society  on  Sunday  evening ;  and  on 

B  b  2  firft 
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firft  reading  it,  it  obtained  the  approbation  of  eveiy  ateaibcr 
prefent.-^Tnis  Society  will,  at  all  times,  concur  witk  yoa  in 
any  meafare  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  haften  the  return  €if  de- 
parted Liberty.— >Oar  fentiments  on  that  fubjed  are  mutual  with 
yours,  and  unchangeable. 

The  objeA  of  the  miffion  of  your  delegates  bein^  of    the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  la  inci- 
mately  conneded  with  their  deareft  interefts,   that  one   would 
imagine  they  wodd  not  hefiute  a  moment  in  fupport   of  the 
meafure,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  exer- 
tions of  the  friends  to  reform    depends  the  RegeneratioB    of 
Britain  ^m  a  ftate  of  ihveiy  to  a  nate  of  freedom  and  happi- 
nefs;   and  the  exaltation  of  Burke's  Swinijh  Multihuk  to  the 
digmfied  chancer  of  freemen.     We  have  only  to  regret  that 
at  prefent  our  ability  will  not  allow  us  to  co-operate  with  you, 
by  fendine  a  Delegate  ourfelves,  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
War  of  Humanity  liavbg  almoft  utterly  annihilated  our  trade 
in  this  town,  and  driven  a  great  number  of  our  beft  members 
and  mechanics  acrofs  the  Atlantic ;  and  thofe  that  remain  are  bat 
little  better  fituated  than  the  wretched  inhabiunts  of  Flanders. 
However,   upon  the  whole,  I   believe  it  will  be  produdive  of 
good,  as  it  has  tended  greatly  to  abate  the  pride,  afiuage  the 
malice,  and  confound  many  of  the  devices  of  the  enemies  to 
Reform,  particularly  among  the  Dons  of  Chttrcb  andKinz^    And, 
finally,  it  has  made  many  profelytes  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

Pleafe  to  accept  our  beft  wilhes  to  you  and  your  Socie^; 
and  permit  me  to  remain,  in  the  naine  and  behalf  of  the  Bir* 
mingham  Society  for  Conllitutional  Information, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fen>'ant, 

*    ■        Secretary. 
To  — — —  r  Secretary  Nov.6thf  1793- 

to  the  Society  fo^  Conftitutional 

Information,  London. 
P.  5.  Shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  all  occafions. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Cpventty  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Society  for 
ConfistutfOKoI  Information, 
Sir,  ' 

In  anfwer  to  your  hvova  of  the  29th  of  OAober,  containii^ 
a  copy  of  your  refolution  of  the  28th,  relative  to  the  election 
of  Dele^^ates,  I  am  defired  bv  our  Society  to  communicate  to 
the  Society  for  Conftitutiona)  Information,  London,  their  ap> 
probation  of  a  meafure  which  we  conceive  peculiarly  calculated 
to  accelerate  thie  acqiaiition  of  the  objed  propofed. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fenrant, 
Coventry,  — — »  Secretary. 

Nov.  19th,  1793. 

Cefj 
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C^  ^f  a  Later  frin   ibe  Secnttay  rf  the   LmJm  Ccrrt^mdlmg 

Society  to  Norwich* 

London  Correfponding  Society,  Nov.  23d,  1793* 

Fellow  Citizens, 

You  have  been  already  informed,  by  the  correTpondence  fub^ 

Ming  between  the  refpe£tive  divifions  of  the  Patriotic  Societies 

in  England  and  Scotland,  of  the  Convention  called  and  now 

fitting  in  Edinburgh*  for  (he  purpofe  of  obtidning  a  fpeedy  and 

radical  Reform  in  the  fyftem  of  Parliamentary  Reprefentation ; 

and  you  are  alfo  in  pofleflion  of  the  circumftancea  of  our  having 

fent    two  Delegate*    (  )    to  reprefent  our 

increafmg  Societv  in  that  refpedlable  aiTembly.      The  Society 

for  Conltitutionai  Infbrmatbn  alfo  els6led  two  Reprelentativcft 

(  )    the  latter  only  of  whom  has  gone  to 

Scotland  for  the  difcharge  of  his  important  miifion. 

Citizens,  the  obje6l  of  our  prelent  letter  is  to  inform  yoa  of 
the  important  communications  which  our  miflion  has  alrtiulv 
produced.  The  fpirit  and  refolution  it  has  difRifed  through 
the  refpedlive  Societies  in  Scotland — the  rapid  increafe  of  the 
avowed  friends  of  liberty,  which  has  already  made  its  ap« 
pearance,  and  the  profpeAs  which  have  been  opened  before  ui 
of  the  moft  complete  union,  the  moft  detennin^l  perfeverance, 
the  moft  active  exertion  in  every  conftitutional  meafure,  that 
can  be  de^nftd  for  the  recovery  of  our  rigbts,  and  the  complete  rem^ 
*vation  of  the  liberties  and  bafpinefs^  nnhicb  eu  men  ^e  are  entitled 
tOt  andy  as  Britons^  nve  bave  been  taugbt  to  exfe^.  An  increafe 
of  alFeftion,  of  zeal,  of  confidence;  a  ^ncert  of  permanent 
union  ;  a  free  communication  and  companion  of  fcntiments  and 
intentions ;  manure  deliberation  and  mutual  reliance-^thefe  are 
the  fruits  of  the  wife  and  fpirited  mc^fiires  adopted  by  the 
friends  of  liberty  in  Scotland,  and  feconded  by  the  Societies  of 
London  and  of  Ireland. 

Britons,  and  Fellow  Cit^ns !  kt  us  roufe  you  to  immediate 
co-operation  with  thefe  «9brts  for  the  general  good ;— let  us 
awake  you  to  a  (coSt  pf  the .  importance  of  the  prefent  moment, 
and  perfuade  you,  perfuade  all  the  Patriotic  Societies  in  £ng* 
land,  to  ftrengthen  immediate  junction  with  this  grand  fede* 
ration; — thflt  as  thofe  who  are  hoiUle  to  our  freedom  are  already 
united  by  compadts,  intercfts,  and  coalitions,  the  friends  alfo  of 
that  glorious  prin9iple  may  be  bound  together  by  a  link  more 
firm,  more  intimate,  and  more  durable,  to  refift  every  oppreflion 
and  ofurpation  that  may  be  attempted,  and  vindicate  the  "  Rights 
of  Man.'* 

The  Society  at  Norwich  has  already,  iir  feme  degree,  imi^ 
tated  our  example:  For  though  time  and  convenience  did  not 
permit  them  to  elecl  a  feparate  Delegate,  they  have  fent  a  written 
authority  to  Citizen  ■■  to  ad  for  them  in  that  capacity, 

together  with  indrudlions  to  enable  him  to  ll^te  their  fenciinents 
to  the  Convention,  and  directions  for  him  to  correipond  with 
them,  and  render  (heir  tr^ternity  more  compfet^. 

Citizens  I 
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Chixensf  Permit -us  to  unite  oar  voices  with  thofc  of  our  bre- 
thren in  the  North,  to  requeft  you,  by  fome  fuch  method  (if  you 
cannot  render  it  convenient  immediately  to  fend  a  Delegate  of 
your  own)  to  affift  the  clofer  union,  and  more  immediate  coin> 
munication   of  the  refpef^ive  Societies.— 'Perfuaded    as  we  are 
that  the  friends  of  liberty,  if  encoaraged  by  the  convi^iofi   of 
general  union   to  ftep  forward  and  avow  their  fentiments,  arc 
already  (6  numerous  and  refpedlable  as  to  enfare  a  fpeedy  cer- 
oination  of  the  calamities  of  sm  anjuitifiable  war,' and  a  reiloratioa 
Clf  every  right  to  which  Britons  and  Freemen  are  entitled: 

We  are,  in  the  firm  affurancc  of  your  zeal  and  linccrity 

in    the  caufe  of  liberty,    your  afedionate  Fellow 

Citizens. 
•    P.S.  I  received  your  letter,  and  I  fent  it  to  Edinburgh  ac- 
cording to  your  dire^ion. 


APPENDIX  F..    (No.  i.) 

Sheffield,  Committee  Room  of  the  ConHitutional 
Society,  May  27th,  1793. 

Sir, 
■  1  am  dcfircd  by  the  Committee  of  this  Society  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  loth  current,  and  of  the 
Caledonian  Chronicle  of  the  fame  date,  tonuining  the  refolu* 
trons  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  friends  of  the 
people  throughout  Scotland— of  which  this  Committee  and  the 
Society  alfo,  to  which  they  have  been  read  at  the  feveral  difUnd 
meetings,  higlily  approve. 

This  Committee  did  not  anfwer  your  former  letter,  because 
fhey  were  tinwilling  to  put  you  to  any  unneceflary  expence  of 
poltage,  efpecially  as  no  alteration  couU  then  be  made  in  the 
fubjed  matter  thereof*  Any  communication  which  you  may 
tfe  pleafed  to  favour  this  Society  with,  will  be  certain  to  come 
to  hand  (barring  accidents)   if  direfted  generally /to  Mr.  ■ 

^1^^- — , —  at  . * Church  Lane,  Sheffield.     Though 

we  have  never  had  any  mifcarriage  of  IcttepB  which  were  diretfted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Conftitutional  Society,  yet  that  addition 
may  perhaps  be  as  well  left  out. — As  to  a  proper  channel ;  if  the 
parcel  is  at  any  time  *uery  bulky  and  'weighty ,  the  waggon  will  be 
the  beft ;  but  if  a  moderate^  fize,  it  will  come  quicker  by  th« 
coach":  And  the  Committee  will  be  very  glad  to  rfcceive  accounts 
ofjproccedings  fo  aWy  and  patriotically  conduced. 

The  com  mi  tee  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Convention,  and 
throug'h  its  members  to  the  feveral  focieties,  to  patronize  and  pro- 
mote as  much  as  poflibli  the  circulation  of  that  moll  ufeful  perio- 
dical work",  the  Patriot,  which  certainly  contains  abundance  of 
truly  important  political  information,  and  has  done  the  moft  eflen^ 

tial 
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till  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  of  the  people  ia  this  pari 
oftheilland. 

I  am  delired  to  cxprefs  the  particular  approbation  of  this  commit- 
tee, and  fociety  alfo,  of  the  fecond  rcfgltttion  of  the  Convention* 
viz.  "  That  the  motion  to  difcontinue  their  meetings  when  the  pcn 
ticior.s,  &c.  are  pre&nted,  &c.  is  fulpicious  and  inhdious.  Sec,  &c. 

To  ihcw  how  men,  poffeffing  the,  iamc  principles,  will  at  the 
greateildiftance  coincide  and  jump,  as  it  were,  into  the  fame  fen« 
timents,  and  expreflion  of  them,  1  beg  leave  to  fend  you  a  ihort 

extrad  from  the  addrefs  of  our  Prciident,  Mr.  '  '      ■ , 

at  our  laft  general  meetings  which  was  taken  in  fhort  hand,  and 
which  the  committee  hope  they  ihall  prevail  on  him  to  publifh,  as 
it  is  replete  with  political  information,  intereiling  anecdotes,  and 
animated  elocution . 

"  You  have  no  doubt,  fellow  cittzensj  all  heard  the  fate  of  the 
petition  fo  lately  feat  from  this-  town  smd  neighbourhood  for  a 
.  parliamentary  reform ;  and  I  ihould  fuppofe  that  the  unjuil,  in^ 
decent,  and  infolent  manner  in  whickit  has  been  rejedled,  and 
oppofed  admiiTion  into  the  Hooib  of  Commons  by  the  fitellites  of 
Minillers,  muH  have  convinced  you  clearly,  that  the  great  caufe 
for  the  fupport  of  which  we  have  aflbciaxed,  demands  our  never 
cea£ng  vigilance  and  attention. 

"  A  Reform  in  Parliament  is  atmcA.  unvvtrfally  allowed  to  be 
effentially  neceilary  to  the  prefervation  of  this  country.  And  as 
that  great  and  important  evtnc  can  never  be  brought  about  but  by 
the  po-werful  Interpofitim  9/  the  great  heify  of  the  J^etfple,  no  lawful 
mcians  ihould  be  left  unailayed  tO:  remove  the  almoii  innumerable 
impediments  which  lie  in.  the  way  to  obftrud  and  prevent  fo  defi^ 
rablc  a  communication.  The  enemies  to  reform  are  a  very  adive, 
numerous*  and  powerful  body  in  almofl  every  neighbourhood,  and 
never  fail  to  unite  on  the  fmalleil  appearance  of  any  circumllance 
which  they  conceive  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  corrupt  aud  bane- 
ful fydem  that  has  too  long  prevailed,  and  which  it  is  fo  much  their 
interefl  to  continue. 

*'  Our  common  enemies,  I  fay,  form  an  adive,  jealous,  power- 
ful, and  well  difciplined  phalanx,  long  'enured  to  every  poflible 
mode  of  attack  which  can  be  made  upon  them — ihorougjjiy  flcilled 
in  the  fcience  of  defence — but  more  particularly  fo  in  circumveui- 
ing  and  fmothering  every  attempt  that  may  be  made  againil  them 
while  in  its  infancy,  and  before  it  can  arrive  at  the  power  of  do- 
ing them  harm — witncfs  the  various  attempts  to  diicountenance, 
calumniate,  and  if  poffible,  to  atiniiiilate  conftitutional  Societies, 
the  Patriot,  and  all  publications  fimilar  to  it;  as  in  thefe  they  fee, 
with  terrified  afpccl?,  the  future  faviours  of  the  people,  and  their 
dea.'-eft  rights ;  with  an  all-grafping  arfd  domineering  ariftocratic 
influence,  poilvfling  the  greateft  fliare  of  landed  property;  with  the 
purfe  of  the  nation  at  their  command^  and  their  eyes  ever  fixed  on 
this  ruling  maxim, "  Di'vide  et  impcra,^^  they  may  be  almoft  thought 
to  be  invincible,  aad  nothing  can  avail  againfl  their  efforts,   but 

Ci^ual 
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equal  aeal,  diicipline,  a£Uvity,  and  ftriA  adhcnnce  together  of  the 
fttends  of  the  people,  aud  the  caufe  of  freedom. 

*'  Yoa  fee  tuen*  Citizens,  that  (that)  it  particiilariy  behoves 
OS  not  to  fleep  upon  our  pofts.    The  heavenly  cherub  Liberty  is 
in  danger  of  being  annihilated  and  deftroyed  by  a  torrent  <if*  in* 
flnence  and  corruption  unexampled  in  the  Annals  of  the  vrcnid. 
It  is  time  therefore,  for  all  true  lovers  of  their  Country  to  exert 
every  effort  to  preferve  and  cherifli  that  (that)  ineftimabk  Uedi^» 
deprived  of  which,  both  life  and  property,  by  being  rendered 
precarious  and  uncertain,  become  out  fecondary  confidcrataom- 
In  this  moft  laudable  of  all  jmrfuits,  that  of  promoting  aod  lias'- 
warding  the  public  welfere,  it  becomes  the  jpeculiar  duty  of  every 
one  of  us  to  contribntB  all  in  our  power,  by  public  and  private 
advite  and  Exhortation,  tp  prevent  his  fellow  labourers  in  this 
glorious  Vineyard  feom  lagging  in  fe  momentous,  thongli  perhaps 
fo  arduous  a  work  |  but  let  us  remember  that  our  brave  and  bar^ 
dy  anceftors  often  fought  and  bled  at  every  vein,  to  tranfmit  to  as 
ttndiminifiied,  a  lair  and  unfpotted  inheritance  to  a  conftitntion^— 
the  bafe,  fnmmit,  and  centre  of  which  was  founded  and  oompofed 
of/hedtmi  a  conftitution  which  they  raifed  by  their  valour,  SoKp- 
ported  by  their  virtue  and  wifiloai,  and  cemented  with  their  blood. 
'*  The  Ravager  time,  the  unfufpicioiu  nature  of  fome  of  our 
fore&thers,  addra  to  their  fupinenefs  and  negleft,  with  other  m- 
fortunate  circumftances  on  one  hand,  and  on  me  other  the  giadnal 
bat  never-ceaiing  endeavours  to  nndcimine  and  fnbvert  the  noble 
ediiice,  by  every  infidious  and  unperceived  art  and  machinatio& 
that  bafe  and  interefted  men  could  devife— thefe  fycophants  of 
courts— -thefe  venal  hirelings  and  male  proftitutes,  who  feed  and 
fatten  without  remoHe  on  the  fpoil  and  olunder  of  their  indufhi* 
ous  and  opprefled  countrymen— thefe  political  Efeus,  who  would 
fell  their  country  and  iu  liberties  for  a  mefs  of  pottaee,  have 
brought  us  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin,  and  the  verge  of  ilavery ; 
and,  wifliing  to  delude  us  with  the  forms  of  the  conftitution  have 
gone  ni^h  to  Tap  and  deftroy  ev<iry  prop  and  pillar  by  which  the 
conftitution  itfelf  is  in  reality  fupported. 

'*  Be  it  ours,  however,  to  keep  in  mind,  that  there  is  not  in  the 
whole  range  of  human  nature  To  degraded  and  defpicable  a  fight 
as  that  of  a  nation,  a  people  who  were  once  fret^  having  degene- 
rated into  Haves ;  and  let  us  not  ever  forget,  that  notwiuiftanding 
we  of  the  prefent  day  did  not  receive  perfed  freedom  from  our 
immediate  forefathers  t  we  ftill  know  that  we  have  a  juft  cUdm  to^  it 
that  it  is  oar  duty  to  profecute  that  claim  before  our  adveriaries 
ihall  have  the  infolence  to  plead  prefcription  as  a  bar  to  it.  Though 
the  poJfejfioH  is  not  in  us,  the  right  is,  and  we  are  bound  to  aflert 
that  right,  and  tranfmit  it  clear  of  ail  incumbrances  to  our  poste- 
rity. What !  (hall  we  unremittinely  profecute  our  claim,  and  ftart 
indignant  at  the  idea  of  being  robbed,  or  unjuftly  deprived  of  a 
paltry  cotuge,  or  a  few  arees  of  dirty  land;  and  (hall  we  tamely  and 
bafely  furrender  thofe  important  rights  and  privileges  which  are 

more 
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more  valuable  than  all  the  acres  that  one  man  everjpoflefled  ?  For* 
bid  it,  Confifiency  I  Forbid  it»  Juftice !  Forbid  it,  Heaven ! 

«•  But  how,  it  may  be  aflced,  how  are  wc  to  profecute  our 
claims  ?  How*  are  we  to  recover  thofc  rights  of  which  wc  have  been 
furreptitioufly  deprived  ?  I  anfwer,  by  our  fortitude  and  unanimitf 
— ^by  an  inflexible  perfeverance  in  demanding  thofe  rights  which  no 
power  on  earth  is  entitled  to  withhold  from  us.  A  Reform  in  Far* 
liament,  I  repeat,  is  abfolutely  ncccffary  to'fave  this  country  from 
ruin.  I  will  tell  you  why,"  ic— He  then  gives  a  difplay  of  the 
defedlive  (late  of  Reprefentation ;  (hews,  that  as  things  are  now 
iituated,  no  Adminillration,  however  inclined  to  do  fo,  can  govern 
according  to  the  true  principles  of  ju (lice  and  found  policy,  and  tht 
real  inierefts  of  the  people,  yrom  tAe  undue  influence  of  the  Cro'wnm 
Defcribes  the  Double  Cabinet  in  a  very  fcvcre  ftrain  of  animadver* 
iion  ;  takes  notice,  that  the  only  argument  attempted  to  be  urged 
againft  the  meafure,  is  the  impropriety  of  the  time ;  and  on  every 
occaiion,  fince  its  firft  being  hazarded  in  1692,  the  fame  bugbear 
has  been  uniformly  oppofed  to  it.  •*  But  let  me  afk  thefe  men^ 
%vhat  is  a  proper  time  ?  In  times  of  peace  ;  in  times  of  war ;  in  times 
of  financial  depreifion ;  in  times  of  profperity ;  though  the  neccflity 
of  it  was  always  admitted,  ftill  the  time  was  improper.  Whea 
Mr.  Grey,  in  the  la(l  feflion,  gave  notice  of  his  intended  motion  on  * 
this  head,  though  we  had  been  juft  before  reprefented  by  the 
Apoftate  Pitt,  in  all  the  glare  of  'his  dida£lic  pompoiity,  to  be  at 
that  moment  in  a  ftate  of  unexampled  profperity,  yet  then  the  time 
was  improper. 

«•  In  the  year  1 764,  after  the  conclnflon  of  the  war,  this  country 
was  equally  profperous,  and  ranked  infinitely  higher  in  point  of 
cunfequence  amongil  the  nations  of  Europe,  when  we  were  feared 
and  courted  by  cv«ry  power  in  it,  then,  alfo,  the  time  was  impro- 
per ;  we  were  after^^^rds  involved  in  a  ruinous  and  cxpenfive  war 
with  America,  which  drained  this  country  of  its  citizens  and  its 
treafures,  loaded  Ud  with  an  accumulation  qf  taxes  we  were  hardly 
able  to  bear,  was  profecuted  contrary  to  the  wifhes  of  the  Nation^ 
and  Pittrament  ftill  voting  fuppHes  out  of  the  people  s  pockets. 
The  fyflem  of  corruption  was  obvious,  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon 
day,  yet  ftill  it  was  not  proper  to  agitate  a  reform  !  Notwithftand- 
ing  it  was  at  the  fame  time  granted,  that  if  a  reform  had  been  mad^ 
in  the  year  1 764,  all  thofe  fubfcquent  notorious  evils  would  have 
been  prjevented. 

"  The  plain  truth  of  the  matter  is  this — In  the  eye  of  minifters 
and  their  followers,  in  the  eye  of  placemen,  pcnfioners,  and  the  al- 
moll  innumerable  hofl  of  the  greedy  and  voraci<)Us  bloodfuckers  and 
dKoiirefs  of  thq  Ipoil  and  plunder  of  the  people,  no  time  is  pro- 
per. The  argument  is  a  ftalc  worn-out  trick  of  every  niinifter  and 
every  venal  tool  who  fupports  him  ;  Charles  Townfhend  ufed  to  fay, 
petitions  to  this  efFeft  were  improper  at  two  fenfons  ;  the  fcafon-  of 
war,  and  the  feafon  of  peace :  In  peace,  becaule  they  tended  to 
tiA\irh  lYie  general  tranquiUlty ;  and  in  war,  becaufe  minifters  had 
(iifficicnt  cinployrncut  for  their  abilities  without  being  troubled  wit'a 

Vot.  iV.  cc  petitioni* 


tf^  '  APPCmiX  TO  TH£.SKCQKXI  &EPOET  OP 

pethioni*  In  this  afowal  of  a  minifter  there  U  certainlj  fome  hm^j^ 
but  much  more  of  what  the  Irilh  tenn  wwdefi  ^wran$^  or  wlmt  a 
Uunt  Briton  calk  iownrigU  tmfudenu* 

<<  The  dune  £Ulacioui  and  dehifive  argument  is  made  ufe  of  at 
^  prefent  moment ;  and  thofe  very  apoflates,  who  contended  moft 
)varmly  and  vehementlyy  that  a  Reform  in  Parliament  was  abrotutcly- 
necefliuy  to  favc  the  Conllitution»  in  1785,  have  now  the  bare£accd 
effrontery  to  aflert*  that  it  is  at  frelhti,  not  only  unfeafonable,  but 
abfoluUlj  »iifffr£|^rf--Citizen8»  refle£l  on  this ;  he  no  longer  de- 
ceived ;  convince  yourfclves  firft  that  it  is  neceflary,  and  then  deter- 
mine rcfolutelyt  and  like  Engliflimen  worthy  of  their  glorious  an- 
ceftors»  that  in  matters  of  monunt  tbire  ii  no  time  like  the  prefent^* 

Thus  ended  a  fpeech  of  near  two  hours,  which  convinced  the 
Society  of  the  ablolute  necei&ty  there  is  to  be  more  a£Uve  and  affi- 
duous  in  the  great  caufe  we  are  engaged  to  fupport.  It  is  renurk- 
able,*that  at  this  meeting  a  motion  was  made  to  difcontinue  our 
monthly  meeting,  and  to  have  them  only  once  in  three  months, 
which  was  reprd>ated  by  the  prefident,  and  fcoutec  by  the  Society 
'nfujhicious  and  infidious  ;  and  the  Society  has  greatly  incrcafed  every 
daytince. 

The  endofed  i»per  has  had  a  very  good  effed  in  Manchefter 
imd  this  place,  where  it  has  been  well  circulated ;  and  as  Mr.  Dun- 
daa  has  luid  the  confummate  effrontery  to  fay  in  St.  Stephen^  that 
war  if  not  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  national  dillrefs,  this  Committee 
think  too  much  pains  cannot  be  taken  to  convince  the  people  that  ii 
it.  They  therefore  fubmit  it  to  your  confideration,  whether  it  may 
not  be  adviCsable  to  reprint  and  circulate  it  in  your  town  and  neigh« 
^urhood. 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  fiS  the  Comiiuttee« 
I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
(Signed)  _— 


oecrttary* 
Addrefled, 
Mr.  Wm.  Skirving,  Edinburgh* 


No.  2. 

tkkgate  MtitingoftbeCon/HttUional  Society^  LudtfMof  ^9)  1793* 

SIR, 
BY  requcft  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  and  having  received  direftlona 
from  them  for  the  purpofe  of  corresponding  with  all  the  Societifls  in 
England  and  Scotland^ 

We, 
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We»  the  Members  of  the  Coi|ftitutional  Society  in  Leeds^  in 
order  to  obtain  the  defired  end  of  Parliamentary  Retorm,  defire  fra* 
temal  communication  with  the  Society  of  Edinburgh.    * 

We  (hall  be  gkd  of  any  ^formation  or  ibftfudioii  in  your  pbwef 
on  all  occafiont;  and  hope  you  will  find  the  Leeds-Society  always 
faithful  to  the  interefts  of  the  people  t  And  though  thcr.arc  but  few» 
aot  exceeding  two  hundred#  they  are  mcn»  ^aiid  are  tietermincd  ho 
exert  their  utmoft  in  order  to  inftroft  their  neighbours  on  their 
Gomrmon^  intertfts. 

With  tiiis  we  fend  von  a  copy  of  our  addrefs  and  dedaratiotf ; 
.  and  .ftall  ever  acknowledge  all  favours  from  you. 

Wifhing  the  catife  we  nave  embarked  in  eveiy  degree  of  fiicoeilt, 
I  remaini  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Society, 

€kr^  yoarSf  dcc» 
:       .  i 
Addreffed  .<<  To  the  SocreUry  of  the  Conllttuttonkl  &v 
ciety»  Edinburgh ;"  and  on  the  back,  **  To  Mr.  WiMiaHa 
Sktrving,  Ediiibin^h^  ScotUnd/'  ..  1 

•   No.  3. 

Fr^e  Majonj*  Tavern^  Saturday^  the  i%th  q/  May  1793* 

AT  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  aifociated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Pariiamentary  Re- 
form, held  this  day»  •  7 

■  ■■■-■'  "  ■    '  ■■     in  the  chair, 

Refolved  unanimouily,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be.  rej^ 
turned  to  the  Convention  of  Delegates  at  Edmbi^rghf  fbr  their  ^^9\ 
and  a&ivity  in  the  caufe  of  Parliamentary  Reform  \  and  to  ^xprefa 
a  hope  and  wifh  that  they  will  proceed  with  the  fame  fpirit^,  io^ 
duilrv-,  and  temper,  during  the  interval  between  the  pn^cjit^tnio 
and  the  meeting  of  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament.  i  •  . .  *•  s ..  > 
9.  In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  she  Society,         •'  - 

— — — ^ChaiWaii:^ 

No.  4.  ..r 

SIR. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  ^nclofe  you  a  copy  of  ^he  Refalntnwr  ^ 
Thanks  to  the  Convention  of  Delegates  at  Edinburgh,  from  tWP 
Friends  of  the  People  in  London,  and  beg  you  will  communicate 
the  fame  to  the  various  Societies  with  whichv  y6u  eorrefpond  in 
^Scotland.  , 

I  am,  dir,  yours,  ftcb 

" '  Secretary  to  ttie  Committee. 

c  •  a  |}« 


tie  APPENDIX  TO  TH£  SECOHD  REPO&T  OF 

No.  5. 

THE  ipeeoh  I  ienX  ii  not  ihc  j^topcrty  of  this  Society ;  but,  in 
vompliancc  with  the  requeft  contained  in  your  letter,  I  have  applied 
to  the  proprietor^  who  gWet  you  full  pcrmiffion  to  reprint  it»  and 
diftnbute  as  many  at  jou  think  proper*  Your  condu^  on  this  oc- 
.cafioc  moft  gire  latisudion  to  every  friend  of  Reform. 

When  I  again  meet  with  any  thtng  good  and  Aiort*  I  will  ccr- 
;tsiiily  fend  a  to  yon.      I  fuppofe  you  have  fecn  William  Fox's 
pamphlets ;  they  are  ^ery  ihorty  and  extremely  good  indeed,  par- 
ticnlarlythat  againft  the  war. 

The  plan  of  Dele|atea  would  be  very  improper  in  this  country 
at  prefem.  A  very  Imall  part  of  it  indeed  would  be  a6^ive  for  re- 
turn. If  fuch  a  meeting  is  attempted,  it  will  operate  (like  many 
rifh  fteps  of  fome  who  wifh  well  to  the  caufe)  much  to  iu  diiad- 
jNUBlaffe. 

I  thank  you  for  the  paied  of  miaotcs  which  is  come  to  hand* 
and  remain,  Yours,  &c. 

Addrefled,  William  Skinring,  Efq. 

Edinburgh.  July  2$t  1793. 


No.  6. 

.  pSAaSit* 

ON  Saturday  laft  I  receiTcd  a  cop^  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Trial ;  and 
on  Monday  feveral  copies  of  Mr.  Muir's  \  which  I  hare  ordered  to 
be  difpofcd  of  as  dirmed.  I  had  read  both  before— I  (hall  bind 
them  with  Painc's  Trial :  and  I  return  you  and  Mr.  Mutr  thanks 
for  them.  I  think  Mr.  Palmer's  cafe,  in  fome  refpeAs,  ftill  more 
extraordinary  than  Mr.  Muir's— Is  it  a  crime  to  advife  prudence  and 
moderation  f 

Be  for  kind  as  to  deiire  Mr.  Scott  to  fend  regularly  the  Edinbur^ll 
Gazetteer  to  me,  under  cover  to  C.  Grey,  Efq.  M.  P.— Let  him 
charge  it  eithet-  tv  me  or  the  Society,  and  I  will  pay  for  it  at  fuch 
tifnciL  and  in  fuch  manner  as  he  defires. 

Iliope  none  of  the  violence  which  has  done  mifchief  to  the  caufe 
of  Reform  in  England,  will  be  imported  into  the  Scottilh  Con- 
ircntion. 

The  conduA  of  the  Friends  to  Reform  in  Scotland  has  always 
beeiiiJH4^i'^^  ^"^  ^  ^^P^  ^^^^  prudence  and  modeiation  will  be 
contlttued. 

I  an,  &e. 
..pApbcr  29tli,  179J. 

Addreflcd,  Mr.  W.  Skirving,  oppofite  the 

Foot  of  the  Old  Aflcmbly  Clofe^  Edinburgh. 

No, 
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No.  7. 

.    Tello;(j^  Citizzv^f  '  London,  NoTember  Stb,  t79j« 

I  DULY  received  your  farour  of  the  4th  inftant,  and  laid  it  b#« 
fore  the  Committee  of  Delegates  lad  night,  who  were  anxiouffy* 
waiting  for  intelligence  from  Edinburgh ;  and  were-  well  fatigfied 
-*Dirith'the  agreeable  account  of  the  great  number  and  zeal  of  the 
^Friends  of  Freedom  in  Scot|and.-i— That  part  of  yoUr  letter  which 
mentioned  your  vifiting  different  towns  in  Scotland,  for  the  purpofe 
of  promoting  the  caufe-*-they  werejieofcd  with  the  idea  }  but  they 
thought  that  it  could  nut  be  put  in  pradlice,  on  account  of  the  ne- 
ceiTary  fupplie9 ;  which  come  in  but  very  flowly— it  is  u>  be  men- 
tioned in  the  different  divifions.— We  have  ele^ed  *  (by 
ballot)  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  remainder  of  the  quar- 
ter— we  have  alfo  appointed  a  Committee  of  Conflitution,  feparate 
from  the  Committee  0/  Deleeates.! — One  member  is  chofe  from  each 
diviiion,  to  meet  on  this  nignt  for  the  frrtt  time,  rfnd  to  be  totally 
unconneSled  with  the  Committee  of  Delegates. — We  ilill  increafe 
in  number— and  the  Addrefs  to  the;  lCin^>  to  put  an  end  to  the  war^ 
is  ordered  to  be  advertifed,  to' receive  iignatures,  in  the  Courier^ 
Chronicle,  Ayre's  Sunday  Gazetteer,  and  afterwards  by  hand-bills^ 
j8l9.  We  have  .opened  a  coirefpondence  with  a  ^ew  Society  at 
-  '  ,  1  have  to  inform  you  of  the  wiih  of  the  Society,  that, 
you  would  favour  them  with  the  number  of  Delegates  in  the  Con- 
vention, and  the  number  >from  England  alfo,  and  how  the  civil  and 
military  power  relishes  your  meeting ; .  and  that  you  would  fend  fuch 
a  report  from  the  Convention  as  might  appear  in  the  newfpapers  ia 
London.  Send  me  an  Edinburgh  Gazetteer  i^hen  there  is  any  thio|r 
in  it  of  importance.  J  would  have  fent  you  a  Courier ;  but  they 
informed  me  that  they  fent  feveral  to  the  coffee-houfes  and  tavcrna 
in  Edinburgh  :  For  that  reafon  I  thought  it  unneceflary.  I  hope 
to  have  more  time  to  write  to  you  more  fully  next  time.  As  ■■ 
lays,  the  poll  juft  going,  off,  no  more  at  prefect  from 

■ '  '■  Secretary.  ; 

Addreffed,  Mr.  Margamt,  and  J  j^^^^^^^  ^^^^  London.     ^ . 

No.  8.      ' 

7i  tie  Members  of  the  Scotch  Convtption. 

Worthy  Sijis, 
THE  notice  we  have  had  of  your  different .  meetings,  being  f» 
late  as  not  co'nvenieatly  to  allow  of  our  eLclion  of  a  Delegate  tu 
join  your  Affembly,  I  take  the  freedoni  to  communicate  a  tt^^  lines 
in  the  name  of  the  Society.  Our  cpngratulations  are  your  due,  for 
the  fpirited  manner  ii\  which  you  have  Hiewn  yourfelvcs  the  advo- 
cates and  promoters  of  Rciormaiioo.    ^'ou,  Citizens,  iiave  dei'ervc^ 

w'cil 


lift  AVnrntX  TO  TBI  PKOVO  tSKAT  OP 

well  of  your  countiy,  and  jour  oondaft  wi^^  fubjed  of  our  applanfb 
—the  ilroog  ftntiments  you  iuive  imbibcdare  the  objeds  uf  our  ad- 
miration. Our  mindt  particularly  embrace  the  dodrinet  of  t^e 
Right  of  UniYerfid  Sumage»  of  the  Ncccffit^  of  Ansual  Return^ 
and  of  adoption  thcfe  pnnciplct  into  a  definitely  worded  Conftitu* 
tional  Code,  alterable  only  by  the  cxprcffion  of  the  general  will  of 
the  Brittfli  people,  properly  taken. 

Wc  doubt  not  of  your  ientiments  of  fraternity  towards  the  pa- 
frioti  of  our  town,  whofe  dcfire  ia  to  promote  univerial  tofomirtiov 
aail  univerfal  h'berty. 

The  aU.wiile  Father  of  men  profper  your  undcrtakinga» 


V  Secretary  to  the  Leeds  Conflitutional  Societyt 

fro  tcmfore. 

Leeds,  Not.  i  8tb,  1 793. 

AddrefTcd*  Mr.  WiUiam  Skirringa  Edtnburglu 

No*9» 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  fatisPaaiott  to  inform  ^on,  that  the  Ddegates  fbili 
the  Societtet  in  London  have,  at  length,  arrived  at  Edinburgh. 
Delegates  from  the  other  Societies,  in  England,  and  who  are  now 
upon  the  road,  will  foon  alfo  be  here  to  wait  upon  the  Frttndi  of  the 
Feotle^  m  order  to  eftablifh  an  indiJolMe  frutermtj  between  the  two 
nationt,  and  to  a^dopt  thofe  meafures  which,  at  tliis  a^ful  fcriodf 
may  have  a  tendency  to  fave  the  country. 

Sofemnly  pledged  as  you  are  to  a  common  and  a  juft  catifr,  no 
hardfhip  and  no  expence  can  be  thought  too  great  for  you,  while  yoa 
are  comcious  that  you  are  difcharging  your  duty.  With  no  pro^ 
priety  can  you  rcfufe  to  attend  upon  vour  brethren  from  England, 
who,  at  fo  much  expencc,  and  from  10  great  a  diflance,  have  comt 
to  unite  their  afFedtiona  and  deliberations  with  you. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  coincidence  with  the  fcntiments  of  tbc.Cc- 
neral  Committee  here,  again  to  recal  the  Societies  by  their  Delegatea 
to  this  place.  Every  moment  is  precious,  and  delay  is  fynonimouv 
to  treachery. 

I  exped  therefore,  Sir,  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you  on  the 
xgthcurrent  in  the  Generd  Con^entwn  of  the  DekgaUi^  in  compli- 
ance with  the  public  advertiferaent,  which  I  was  bound  to  infert  in 
.  my  ofilcLal  capacity,  in  the  Gazetteer  of  yefterday ;  to  which  I  en* 
treat  your  particular  attention. 

*  If  you  cannot  ]>oflIbly  attend,  it  will  be  proper  to  call  th^  Com^^ 
mttee  of  your  Society  to  appoint  one  or  two  in  your  place.  No 
exertion  on  the  part  of  a  frtend  fhould  be  wanting  at  this  important 
ert/u  to  render  this  ConveAtion  ft  ill  more  refpcdtable ;  and  none 
who  have  the  caufe  at  Edatt,  and  difcccn  how  i^incb  it  atfahe^  will 
be  remifs. 

Let 
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,  Let  It  be  our  ardeatlfNyer  to  God»  that  his  wifdom  may  dired 
their  mesSure^,  aad  that  his  beQedi6kion  may  attend  the  execution 
^iheou 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  fcrvant, 

WILLIAM  SKIRVING,  Secretary. 

Edinbusgh,  Va%  jthi  1793. 


No.  10. 

JSxtraffx/rom  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Convention  of  tJ^  Priendt 
of  the  people^  held  at  Edinburgh^  and  of  their  General  Cofn* 
tnittee^  convened  in  eonfeauence  of  the  arrival  of  the  Engli/b  De* 
legates^  and  9/  Citizen  Hamiltom  Rowan  and  Simon  Butler  front 
Ireland,  Of  nuntianed  in  the  foregoing  Narrative, 

Oftober  29th,  1793.  IN  the  firft  day'*  fitting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, Mr.  C  ■  moved,  •*  TTiat  this  Convention  refolvf  to  claim 
for  themfelvea  and  their  condituenta  the  Right  of  Unlverfal  Suffrage 
and  Annual  Parh'aments." 

At  the  fame  fitting  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Four  United  So* 
cittics  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Skirving  read  the  thanks  of  the  general  meeting  of  the 
r»i  :ads  of  the  People  at  Free  Mafons'  Tavern,  dated  London,  i8tk 
of  May,  1793,  *'  returned  by  them  to  the  Convv'iulon  of  Iklegates 
at  Edinburgh,  for  their  zeal  and  adlivity  in  the  caufe  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  He  alfo  read  a  fimilar  letter  from  Mr.  ■  ■  , 
dated  London,  5th  October,  1793;  another  dated  London,  25th 
0(!ilober,  i']^/j^,  lefpe^ling  the  appointment  of  MefTrs.  Margarot  and 
Gerald; 

Mr.  Skirving  next  read  a  letter  from  Mr,  ",  fecretary 

to  the  AfTociation  at  London,  dated  Frith-ftreet,  No.  7,  Odober  i6tli, 

Mr.  «  read  a  letter  from  the  Conflitutional  Society  at 
Sheffield,  dated  27th  of  May>  1793,  and  tigned  ■  ' '  ■  fecretary^ 
upon  the  whole  objedl  of  Reform  in  general,  containing  fomc  hu^ 
morouB  remarks  on  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  enemies  of  Re- 
form ;  which  were  received  with  great  approbation. — Mr.  SkirvinJ 
next  read  tl^e  printed  paper  contained  in  the  faid  letter,  addrefled  to 
the  unemployed  artifans,  &c.  of .  Manchefler,  and  containing  a 
number  of  excellent  remarks  upon  the  calamities  of  war^  (igned 
Sidney." 

In  the  general  Committee  it  appears,  that  a  Citizen,  one  of  the 
Edinburgh  Delegates,  having  moved  that  the  I^ondon  Delegates 
(hould  (late  the  fituation  of  their  Societies,  Citizen  Margarot  an- 
fwered,  *'  That  the  Societies  in  London  were  very  numerous,  though 
*.'  fometimes  fluduating.  In  foine  parts  of  England  whole  towns' 
**  arc  Kcformers ;  SLe£eId|  aad  environs  therci  50,000. — In  Not« 

<«  wick- 
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•*  wich  there  are  30  Societies  In  one. — If  wc  could  get  a  Coaventioii 
"  of  England  and  Scotland  called,  we  might  reprefent  fix  or  fereir 
"  hundred  thoufand  males ;  which  is  a  majority  of  all  the  adults  in 
"  the  kingdom ;  and  miniftry  would  not  dare  to  refufe  us  our 
«*  rights." 

•  Citizeti  Butler,  from  Ireland,  then  fatd,  **  He  did  not  know  ho«r 
far  he  was  at  liberty  to  fay  any  thing,  as  he  was  not  a  Delegate ;  but 
he  would  give  an  account  of  Ireland.  The  execucive  part  of  the 
Government  were  dmoft  omnipotent ;  the  lauded  intereft  almoft 
ariilocratic;  and  the  manufa6kurer  idle. — Lad  Parliament  was  ex- 
pelled to  have  given  Ireland  enfiancipation  :  However  flattering  that 
profpe^l  was,  a  few  weeks  changed  the  fcene.-^An  infamous  coa- 
lition took  place  between  the  oppofition  and  miniftnr-^the  Catholics 
retired  with  what  they  had  got  — No  longer  oppofed  by  them,  the 
Government  turned  their  opprcfHve  meafures  againft  the  Friends  of 
Reform. — ^The  United  Irilhmen  were  profecuted :  He  himfelf  had 
experienced  fix  months  imprifonment. — Belfafl  was  declared  to  be 
in  a  date  of  rebellion — though  Freedom  was  not  cried  up  in  the 
ftrcets  yet  it  dwelt  in  almoft  every  heart.  Univerfal  emancipatioa 
was  the  meafure  for  which  he  was  an  advocate. — All  that  he  knew 
of  the  country  was,  that  the  (ir(l  day  his  friend  was  in  Edinburgh 
he  was  arrefted — for  nothing  that  he  knew,  except  it  was  for  being  fo 
wicked  as  to  come  here.— In  Scotland  they  yet  met  in  Convention  : 
In  Ireland  the  Parliament  had  enaded  laws  againfl  it.— When  a  law 
like  that  (hould  take  place  herei  he  was  afraid  freedom  would 
vanifti.** 

Mr,  C faid,  "  That  he  hoped  thofe  that  would  pafs  fuch 

an  Acl  of  Parliament  (hould  be  forced  to  eat  it ;  and  hoped  that 
Scotland  and  England  (hould  not  fubmit  to  it." 

Citizen  Gerald  faid,  "  That  he  came  here  armed  with  the  power 
of  Delegation — If  our  neiglibour's  houfe  is  on  fire,  the  greater 
(hould  be  our  rigilance  to  prevent  the  flames  fetzing  our  own.— A 
parchment  piece  of  juftice  had  been  prefented  in  Ireland :  He  hoped 
that  if  ever  it  was  paflcd  here,  we  (hould  throw  it  in  the  face  of  our 
opprcffors.  Every  thing  the  .people  had  ^ined  had  been  through 
Conveotions — ^the  Revohition  was  the  conlcquence  of  a  Convention  ; 
— ^The  Revolution  eilablifhed,  that  truft  ahufed  was  revocable — |hc 
Revolution  excluded  all  placemen  and  penfioners-^Do  we  enjoy 
any  beneBt  from  that  ad  ?  It  made  Mtniilers  refponfible — ^how  man/ 
bad  MiniAers  have  we  feen  go  down  to  the  grave  in  peace,  and  ho- 
noured with  all  the  dignities  a  King  can  confer !  Union  would  carry 
our  principles  into  execution — A  citizen  from  Ireland  told  you, 
that  as  foon  as  the  alarm  bell  was  rung,  the  Oppofition  joined 
the  Ai-iniftcr — Party  is  ever  a  bird  of  prey,  and  die  people  their 
banquet." 

19th  Nov.  1793.  On  the  firft  day's  fitting  of  the  Convention, 
after  it  was  refumed,  Mr.  Margarot  moved,  **  That  previous  to 
publifhing  an  addrefs  to  the  PubliC|  a  Committee  be  forthwith  ap-' 
pointed  to  coaiider  the  m^ns,  and  draw  yp  the  outlines  of  a  plan  of 
general  union  and  co-operatlua  btfCWcca  the  two  nations  10  their 
4  coa« 
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Cbnftitutionalpurfuit  of  a  thorough  Parliamentary  Reform;"  which 
was  unanimoudy  agreed  to. 

The  minutes  of  the  fecond  day's  fitting  bear,  "  That  Citizen 
•*  Gerald  vindicated  the  plan  of  divifions,  as  tending  to  enable  the 
**  Convention  to  make  up  their  minds  upon  the  bufmefs  to  cofiic 
"  before  them."— Mr.  Margarot  vindicated  the  plan,  as  tending  to 
fhorten  the  bufinefs  of  the  Convention,  and  infilled  that  the  familiar 
intercourfe  that  would  take  place  in  thcfe  divifions,  would  be  the 
chief  ufc  of  them." 

" — Another  Delegate  fhewed  the  neceflity  and  importance  of  the 
flan  of  orgamxaiion,  and  infiftcd  that  the  divifigrs  ucre  ncceflar^, 
and  that  the  lofs  of  a  day  or  two  was  of  no  confideration,  coniparcd 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  objcd." 

**  Mr.  Margarot  promifed,  in  name  of  himfelf  and  his  colleagues 
from  England,  that  they  .would  grudge  no  time  to  execute  with 
propriety  the  important  bufinefs  they  were  come  upon." 

**  The  Delegate  from  Sheffield  role  to  remove  any  remaining  ob- 
je£lion8  that  might  be  made  againft  the  plan.  He  urged,  that  the 
grand  point  in  raifing  a  good  fuperftrudure,  was  to  lay  a  good 
foundation  ;  to  do  which  no  time  (hould  be  grudged  ;  and  fhewed 
the  great  utility  of  the  plan  in  the  nomination  of  Committee?." 

•*  And  the  Convention  were  accordingly  divided  into  divifions, 
and  places  appointed  for  their  meetings." 

Mr.  Margarot  of  New,  moved,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  confider  of  and  draw  up  a  proper  plan  of  union  between  the  t*wo 
Nations,  according  to  the  refohuion  of  yeftcrday. 

In  the  fitting  of  the  21(1  of  November,  in  confequence  of  reports 
from  the  different  fedlions,  a  Committee  of  thirteen  was  chofen  to 
form  an  union  upon  Mr.  Margarot 's  plan. 

In  the  fame  meeting  Gerald  ftated,  «*  That  to  honeft  men  nothing 
was  fo  valuable  as  truth,  and  that  nothing  can  poffibly  tend  fo  much 
to  the  difclofure  of  truth  as  difcuffion  and  deliberation.     That  it 
was  alfo  very  important  that  the  Committee  fhould  know  as  much 
as  poflible  of  the  public  mind,  in  order  that  they  might  afl  in  uuion 
with  it.    The  Convention  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  — — ;  and  many  valuable  hints  were  thrown 
out  by  Citizens  ••••••»•••••.     Gerald  obferved,  That  what- 

ev«r  difference  of  opinion  might  exift  in  thefe  walls,  we  can  never  for- 
get that  our  friends  and  our  enemies  are  in  common,  and  that  our  ob- 
ject is  equally  the  fame.  He  took  a  review  of  the  means  we  are  to 
ufe  in  order  to  iecure  our  objcdl.  He  entered  fully  into  the  fubjcft 
of  Univcrfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments.  He  fuUjr  proved  the 
n?hts  of  the  people  to  thofe  benefits  by  their  ancient  Conftitution, 
He  minutely  invcftigated  the  principles  of  government.  He  af- 
fei:ted.  That  the  end  of  all  government  is  the  good  of  the  go- 
verned ;  That  if  money  be  taken  out  of  his  pocket  again ll  his  coi»- 
fent,  it  is  of  little  confequence  whether  it  be  taken  by  the  robber 
on  the  heath  or  the  monarch  on  the  throne.  He  made  many  rew 
marks  upon  the  Revolutton  fettlement,  and  the  benefits  gained  by 
the  laft  Revolution ;  and  deinonilrated  dearly^  that  tbev  are  noiv  io* 
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talfy  taim  awM.  He  warned  the  Convention  againft  the  choice 
of  any  other  than  known  and  plain  men  like  themfelves ;  men  un- 
contaminated  by  the  pefttleatial  air  of  courts." 

A  Delegate  m>m  London,  during  this  day*8  fitting,  in  abfence 
c£  — — ,  a  Scotch  Dele^te,  •*  gave  in  the  continuation  of  the 
'  Committee's  Report  refpcdmg  the  eledion  of  prefidents,  of  three 
alBftantSi  one  to  go  out  daily  ;  and  refpe^ing  the  council  of  the 
table."  He  likcwife  propofcd,  "  That  the  whole  Reports  of  the 
Committee  (hould  be  delayed  till  the  report  was  completed ;  and 
urged  as  a  rcafon  for  delay,  that  *  *  *  was  employed  in  completing 
the  Report  of  the  Committee." 

7i/  Fifth  Dafs  Sitting.     Convention  Hall^  Nov.  231/,  1793- 
Citizen  GERALD  appointed  Chairman. 

"  CITIZEN having  read  the  minutes  of  laft  fitting,  the 

Prcfident  ftated,  That  this  morning  he  had  received  a  letter  from  our 
friends  in  Norwich,  who  defired  hira  to  inform  the  Convention,  that 
they  remained  (leady  in  the  caufe,  and  had  nominated  Citizen  Mar- 
garet their  Delegate ;  and  that  they  would  contribute  their  fharc  of 
the  expences  attending  the  Convention.  Mr.  Margarot  accordingly 
accepted  of  the  ofuce ;  who  congratulated  the  Convention  upon  the 
accefHon  of  fuch  a  great  number  of  friends." 

D urine  this  fitting  there  is  the  following  motion :  **  It  was 
moved,  that  from  henceforth  the  Convention  (hould  be  ftyled  Tlfe 
Britifb  Coni)ention  of  the  Delegates  of  the  People^  afTociated  to  obtain 
Univerfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments."  Agreed  to  unani- 
moufiy.  Alfo  this  other  motion  :  *•  A  motion  was  alfo  made,  for 
tlie  Convention  allowing  the  Members  of  the  United  Society  of 
Irifhmen  to  fpeak  and  vote  here."— 

*•  Referred  to  the  Scaions/' 

Citizens  —  ,  who  were  country  Delegates,  "  requefted 

leave  of  abfence ;  which  was  granted,  upon  condition  that  they  woulei 
do  their  utmqft  to  fend  Delegates  in  their  tlace,^* 

In  the  fame  fitting  there  are  the  following  motions :  viz. 

**  Motion  hy  Mr.  —  refpefting  Sliding  the  country  into  depart* 
ments  and  appointing  provincial  Conventions  ;  whereby  they  may  be- 
come more  acquainted  with  each  other's  fentiments." 

**  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Union.*' 

*«  Motion  by ,  containing  thanks  to  the  movers  of  the  di- 

vifion  into  clafies,  mentioning  the  advantages  already  obtained  from 
it,  and  requefting  a  freOi  ftiuffle.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Jlegulations,  and  agreed  that  the  Members  of  Societies  in  Edinburgh 
join  the  feAions'*— and  this  day's  federunt  dofes  as  follows :  **  The 
Prcfident  warned  the  fedions  to  meet  as  full  as  poflible  on  Monday." 

"  Citizen 's  motion,  relative  to  admitting  the  Members  of 

the  United  Society  of  Iriihmen  to  fpeak  and  vote  in  this  Conven- 
tion, came  forward  for  difcuffion,  when  Citizens —  fpokc 

*  upon  it,  and  agreed  to  and  guaranteed  hy  a  folemn  joining  of  hands 
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-^t  bein?  followed  by  a  motion  for  tranfhiitting  the  above  refolu- 
tion  to  Citizen  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan ;  which  was  pafled  ac- 
cordingly." 

"  SccrcUry  Skirving  ftatcd,  That  he  had  juft  now  received  five 
/hillings  from  an  unknown  hand,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Convention. 
Honourable  mention  was  ordered  to  be  made  of  this  patriotic  do- 
nation." 

**  A  motion  made  by  — —  rcfpeAing  the  appointment  of  an  In- 
terim Committee  at  the  end  of  every  Convention,  to  call  together 
the  Delegates  on  extraordinary  emergencies,'* 

At  the  clofe  of  this  meeting,  the  Convention  being  divided  into 
fcftions,  a  delegate  moved,  "  That  the  motions  (hould  be  laid 
before  the  Jeffioni ;  and  defired  the  council  of  the  table  to  condefcend 
on  thofc  that  were  to  be  firft  difcuffcd." 

Seventh  Day^s  Sitting,     %6th  November y  1 793. 

AFTER  debate,  an  original  motion  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance. 

**  Ordered,  That  the  Convention  (hall  caufe  a  regular  fct  of 
books  to  be  kept  for  the  infertion  of  minutes,  motions,  and  other 
proceedings :  A  book  of  finance,  &c.  to  be  at  all  times  fubje6k  to 
the  infpeSion  of  an  intermediate  Committee." 

**  All  thefe  motions  were  ordered^to  lie  over,  to  be  confidered  by 
the  fedions." 

**  Mo  — *s  motion  being  taken  under  confideration,  amend- 
ments were  propofed  by  Citizens  —  —  . 

"  Mr.  Margarot  pled  for  adopting  the  fplrit  of  Mr.  — — 's  mo- 
tion ;  but  thought  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  poilpone  adopt- 
ing it  till  the  conclufion  of  the  Convention's  bufincfs. 

"  Moved  by  Mr.  Margarot,  That  a  Committee,  confifting  of  the 

Mover,  Seconder,  and  thofe  who  had  moved  for  amendments  of  Mr. 

's  motion,  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  motion  from  the  whole» 

that  may  probably  meet  the  ideas  of  the  whole  Convention. — After 

fome  converfation,  it  was  agreed  upon,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.        ■» 

That  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  be  put,  ift.  On  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  '• 

motion ;  zdly.  On  the  words  of  the  motion  ;  and  3dly,  On  Mr. 
'  Margarot *s  motion."  Agreed. — "  The  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  being 
taken  on  the  firft,  it  carried  unanimouily.  To  adopt  the  mo« 
tion  as  to  the  fpirit  of  it. — On  the  fecond  it  carried  by  a  grait 
n*.^onty,  Not  to  adopt  the  motion  as  fo  worded — and  jdly,  it  waa 
refolved,  That  the  faid  motion,  and  all  amendments,  be  referred  as 
above." 

Convention  Hall,  2Bti  November,  1 793. 

Ninth  Day*s  Sitting. 

Citizen  — — —  in  the  Chair. 

"CITIZEN  ■  read  the  amendments  upon  Citizen  — *s 

motion,  as  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee ;   and  it  was  agreed, 
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That  the  Houfe  fhould  refolvc  itfclf  into  a  Committee  for  its  miture 
confidfralion/' — In  the  courfc  of  the  convcrfation.  Citizen  — 
gave  a  hiftory  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad^.— After  an  excellent  dif- 
cufijon  of  the  queftion,  pertinent  remai4c5,  and  amendments,  the 
Convention  w  a»  refused,  end  the  whole,  as  amended,  being  read 
over,  the  Members  ftood  upon  ihtir  feet,  and  pafTcd  the  refojution 
unaDimoufiy,  as  follows. 

[Here  a  bl.nk  is  left  in  the  minutes,  as  mentioned  in  the  Report.] 

After  the  faid  refolution  was  ajrrecd  to  and  folemnly  approved  of 
36  alxjve,  the  minutes  import,  **  That  Citizen  Gerald,  in  an  ener- 
getic and  animated  fpcecli,  addrcflcd  the  meeting,  and  expretVcd  his 
ha(  pincfs  at  the  motion  paflcd ;  and  exf^ofed  the  ^ti  of  the  Itiih 
Parliament,  called  a  Convention  In:! — and  Citizen  *•*  followed 
liim  in  a  manly  Ipetch,  and  provtd  the  influence  of  the  executi%'C 
governmtnt  over  the  Parlianicnt." 

Citizen  Margarot  read  and  pmpofed  the  following  motion  ; 
'*  That  &  Secret  Committee,  of  three,  with  the  bcoreUry,  be  ap- 
pointed to  deurmifie  the  place  where  fi.ch  Convention  of  Emer- 
gency (hall  meet ;  it^at  fuch  place  (hall  remain  a  fecrct  with  them, 
and  uith  the  Secreta^  of  this  Ci)n\ei>tion  ;  and  that  each  Dele* 
gfcte  (hall,  at  the  brealting  up  of  the  prcfent  fefiion,  be  entrufted  with 
a  fcaled  Liter,  contaiAjng  the  name  of  the  place  of  meeting ;  that 
this  letter  (hall  be  delivered  unopened  to  his  conltitucnts,  the  receipt 
to  which  (hall  be  acknowledged  by  a  letter  to  the  Secretary — pre- 
fervcd  in  the  fame  ftate  until  the  period  fnall  airive  at  which  it  (hall 
be  deemed  neccflfary  for  the  Delegates  to  fct  off.  This  motion  wat 
feconded  by  *  •  *,  and  the  fame  pafled  unanimoufly.  Accordingly 
the  following  Citizens  were  nominated  a  Secret  Committee  upon 
this  bufinefs,  viz.  Margarot,  *•••••,  with  the  Secretary ;  and  they 
were  reqiiefted  to  dtvKe  the  beft  pollible  means  of  conveying  this 
intimation  to  thofe  Societies  whofe  views  are  the  fame  with  ours, 
but  nyay  not  have  Delegates  at  this  time." 

The  minutes  of  this  day's  fitting  clofe  with  a  variety  of  motidns  ; 
and  among  (I  others  the  following,  by  Citizen  *•*,  and  feconded 
by  Citizen  *  *  *,  "  That  a  fund  be  raifed  by  fubfcription  for  de- 
fraying the  expence  gf  fmall  patriotic  publications,  to  be  diilributed 
in  the  Highlands.  Every  publication  fliall  bear  the  figure  of  a 
Highlandman  in  full  drefs,  with  target  and  broadfword,  to  attrai^ 
tha  attention  of  HighlandmeQ.  No  publication  to  coft  more  than 
half  a  penny.'' 

By  Citizen  *  f  *,  "  T6(U  a  Commiitet  Be  appointed  to  drav)  up  a  de» 
tiaration  of  tht  natural^  unalienable^  and  unpreJcriptabU  rights  of  Man.  ^ 
and  that  tbejtime  be  prefixed  to  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great^Britainm'* 

And,  *•  That  a  Committee  of  Obfcrvatibn  be  appointed  in  Lon- 
don, to  give  the  earliefl  intimation  of  any  motion  of  the*  kind  men" 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  refolution  to  the  different  Societiei»** 
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CMveniton  Hallyjirft  Tear  of  the  Britt/h  Convention^  i^th  Nov. 

jinno  Domini  1793. — Tenth  Days  Sitting, 

Citizen  •  •  ♦  in  the  Chair. 

••  Citizen  Margaret  gave  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Rc- 
mi!ations;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  copirs  to  be  given 
TO  to  the fic/iofjj  on  Monday,  for  ther  confideration/* 

**  The  Secretary  read  •  •  •  's  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Obfervation 
to  be  appointed  in  London.  Citizen  Margaret  dated,  That  there 
was  no  occafioii  for  a  Committee  of  that  nature  in  London,  as  there 
were  fcveral  thoufands  of  people  in  that  city  upon  the  look*out. 
It  was  accordingly  agreed.  That  the  Convention  Jbould  requeft  the 
London  Conimltlee  of  Correfpondence  to  give  the  earliefl  intelligence  of 
nvhat ppjfed in  Parliament" 

"  A  letter  from  a  friend,  &c.  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  A. 
Scott,  of  the  Gazetteer,  was  read,  containing  patriotic  fentiments, 
and  two  guineas ;  and  Citizen  Tavlor  prefented  a  guinea  from  ano- 
ther citizen,  whofe  name  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  mention. — It  was 
ftated  by  the  Secretary,  that  a  citizen  from  Londoti  was  prefent, 
who  was  to  give  c/.  5/.  to  the  Convention,  when  a  collefkion  (hould 
be  made  for  enhghtening  the  Highlanders.  The  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  was  unanimoufly  given  to  the  before-mentioned  patriots  for 
their  donations.'' 

Eleventh  Day*s  Sitting,     y^th  November ^  '793* 

**  The  Secretary  read  a  motion,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  revife  each  day's  minutes  immediately  on  the  rifing  of  the  Con- 
,vention,  for  the  purpofc  of  fending  them  to  the  prefs,  to  make  here- 
after a  daily  bulletin  of  the  fame.  The  queflion  being  put,  the 
motion  paffed  unanimoufly." 

**  Citizen  . likcwifc  moved,  That  no  pcrfon  fhould  be  al- 

lowed  the  honours  of  the  fttingy  unlefs  recommended  by  two  mem- 
bers ;  which  with  amendments,  as  in  the  motion  itfelf,  paffed  una* 
nimoufly." 

«•  The  Secretary  read  a  motion  for  pufalifliing  the  natural,  un- 
alienable, and  unp^efcriptable  Rights  of  Man,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  given  to  the  Committee  of  Union." 

"  It  was;noved.  That  Captain  ••*  fliould  report  fome  circum- 
ilances  to  the  Convention ;  for  which  pui-pofe  the  Houfe  rcfolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee,  when  he  read  an  account  of  the  trial  and 
fentence  of  D.  Holt,  for  reprinting  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Mr. 
Pitt's  refolutioB  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform ;  after  which,  the 
Chairman  being  replaced,  the  Secretary  moved,  that  Captain  •  •  • 
ihould  be  allowed  the  honours  of  the  fitting* 

"  Citizen  *  •  *  ♦  from  Strathaven,  and  •  •  •  from  Hamilton,  re- 
queded  leave  of  abfence  (hould  be  granted,  and  moved  that  all  the 
iJelegates  who  had  left  the  Convention,  fhould  receive  letters  to  re- 
turn imn«ediately,  and  remain  at  their  pofls  until  the  important  bu- 
iinefs  which  was  daily  introduced  into  the  Convention  fhould  be 
properly  difculTcd." 

«  A  mo- 
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• 
<<  A  motiofi  to  fine  tKofe  Members  who  did  not  attend  their 

•fc£lions— The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for.'* 

'<  A  motion  for  drawing  out  a  fcroll  of  a  petition  to  PaHiamcnt  ; 
which  being  read,  The  order  of  the  day  was  mo%ed  upon  it.** 

Monday^  2d  December  1793.     Firji  Tear  Britifb  Convention^ 

Twelfth  Dap  Sitting. 

Citizens  •  •  •  in  the  chair,  and*  Citizens  •  '  •  and  *  *  •  afliftanta  at 

the  table. 

"'  Citizen  Skirvirtg  infifted  that  all  the  Members,  both  of  the 
Convention  and  Primary  Societies,  (hould  fubfcribe  a  folemn  league 
and  covenant." 

"  Citizen  Gerald  pled  for  liberty  of  fentiment ;  and  compared 
the  people  and  their  enemies,  to  the  worfhippcrs  of  the  true  God 
and  of  Baal.  He  afterwards  read  forae  paragraphs  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Herald,,  with  fuitablc  comments ;  and  compared  the  Conftf- 
tution  of  16.H8  to  a  dead  horfe.  He  fhewed  the  infipidity  of  the 
title  "  Gentleman,"  and  the  propriety  of  the  term  "  Citizen ;" 
remarked  the  impropriety  of  the  mode  of  promulgating  our  laws, 
bp  reflridling  them  to  be  fold  by  one  printer,  and  publifhcd  in  the 
Saxon  charader,  wl:ich  few  can  read.*' 

"  Citizen  Skirving  alfo  pled  for  the  motion,  and  inlifted  that  it 
was  proper,  on  all  occafions,  to  take  the  opinion  of  tlie  Primary 
Societies,  and  confidered  the  Convention  as  only  a  Committee  of  the 
People:* 

"  Citizen  Margarot  pled  in  favour  of  the  motion.  The  appro- 
bation given  by  the  many  thoufands  of  their  conJHtuents  in  London^ 
Sheffield,  Norwich,  Leeds,  ^r." 

••  The  motion  being  agreed  to,  with  one  diflenticnt  voice,  who 
afterwards  acceded,  Citizen  •  •  •  read  a  fpirited  advertifcment  from 
the.Nottingham  Society,  inferted  in  a  Sheflield  newfpaper." 

««  A  motion  made  by  Citizen  •  •  *,  and  feconded  by  Citizen  ••% 
That  the  Convention  (hall  pafs  fome  refolutions  rcfpeding  the  late 
unprecedented  and  unwarrantable  infringements  on  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs,  particularly  the  arbitrary  fentence  of  Judge  Wilfon  againft 
Mr.  Holt,  for  reprinting  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Mr.  Pitt's 
plan  of  Reform." 

«•  Citizens  ••*  and  •••  moved.  That  this  Convention  take 
under  confideration  whether  (after  the  contemptible  manner  in 
which  the  late  petitions  for  Parliamentary  Reform  were  treated) 
|hey  {hall  again  petition  for  Reform,  or  at  what  period  they  (hould! 
recommend  the  lame  to  their  conllitucnts." 

At  the  thirteenth  Days  Sitting. 

Citizen  ♦  ♦  *,  of  Sheffield,  produced  a  comraiflion  from  the  Leeds 
Conftltutional  Society,  appointing  him  their  Delegate;  which  was 
approvcn  of  by  the  Convention. 
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The  minutes  of  tlie  fourteenth  day's  fitting  arc  begun  and  en- 
tered thus : 

"  EJinburghf  4/A  November  1793. 

**  Fourteenth  Sitting  of  the  B,  Convention,^* 

In  the  above,  November  is,  by  miflake,  inferted  in  place  of  December* 

*'  Mr.  Margaret -begged  leave  to  bring  in  a  motion  to  the  efie6ty 
That  the  moment  of  the  illegal  difperfion  of  the  prefcnt  Conven- 
tion be  confidered  as  our  fummons  to  repair  to  the  place  of  meeting 
appointed  for  the  Convention  of  Emergency  by  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee ;  and  that  the  fame  motion  be  confidered  this  evening. 

"  The  Convention  then  heard  the  only  two  motions  on  their 
table  read,  which  regained  the  fame  matter ;  and  it  being  objeded 
to,  that  the  bufinefs  of  thefe  motions  was  to  be  tikcn  up  to-mor- 
row evening,  after  fome  converfation,  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  the 
Houfc  to  delay  further  confideration  till  to-morrow  evening.  Mr. 
Margarot  being  prepared  to  bring  forward  his  m^.tion  above-mea- 
tioncd,  the  fame  was  taken  under  confideration,  and  was  as  follows  : 

"  Moved,  That  the  momt-nt  of  any  illegal  dif;;)crfion  of  the  Bri* 
tifli  Convention  fliall  be  confidered  as  a  fummons  to  the  Delegates 
to  repair  to  the  place  of  meeting  jippoint^d  for  the  Convention  of 
Emergency  by  the  Secret  Committee;  and  that  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee be  inftruded  to  proceed,  without  delay,  t©  fix  the  place  of 
meeting. 

"  The  Convention,  having  confidered  the  motion  fully,  unani- 
moufly  rofolved  the  fame,  and  appointed  the  Secret  Committee  to 
proceed  as  direfted." 

A  Delegate  from  Glafgow  prefcnter]  to  the  fedlons,  during  the 
fitting  of  this  Convention,  a  motion  of  the  following  tencr  ;  viz. 

The  delegation  from  Glar;^ow  moves,  that  the  Conven:ion  take 
into  their  confideration  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  n*fo!iition  adopted 
by  their  conflituents,  and  by  mod  of  the  other  Societies  in  Scotland, 
and  afterwards  ratified  and  approved  of  the  General  Convention 
held  at  Edinburgh  in  December  1792,  the  import  of  which  wa:, 
that  if  any  Member  of  their  Society  affociated  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform  fhould,  while  in  tljf  legal  profe- 
cution  of  that  objedt,  be  opprefied  or  perfect. ted  by  the  arm  of 
power f  they  fiiould  not  only  wjet  tuith  the  q/jjlance  of  the  ^cdety  to 
which  they  belongs  but  alfo  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  their  brethren  in 
Scotland. 

Since  the  above  period,  however,  we  are  forry  to  fir,  feveral  of 
our  Members  have  he  u  pcrff.utt  J,  and  :!:at  in  a  moll  wanton  man- 
ner, and  the  above  refolution  (which,  if  duly  pui  in  force  would,  we 
humbly  apprehend,  have  the  happy  e(t"c«fl  of  cinL)wI(\ain^  tlioie  who 
have  already  come  forward,  md  of  encouraging  others  who  have 
not  yet  taken  any  active  part,  to  unite  their  efforts  irf  the  general 
caufe)  has  never  yet  been  attended  to. 

We 
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We  therefore  humbly  move.  That  the  Conyention  take  into  con* 
iideration  the  above  particulars,  and  confider  what  meafures  may  be 
motl  co:duc'rof  to^tvardt  tht performance  of  the  ehhgafton  voe  he  under ^ 
in  confequence  of  that  refolution^  and  thereby  fhew  to  the  world  that  «v 
are  not  unmindful  of  thofe  tvho  have  already  fujfered^  or  may  m  future 
fuffer  in  their  country's  caufe. 

By  order  of  the  Delegation^ 
•    •    • 
Edinburgh,  OAober  30th9  1793* 


No.  II. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Margarot  to  the  Norwicb  Socuticj-p 
dated  Edinburgh^  24th  November  1 793. 

YOU  know  that  at  our  arrival  here  we  found  that  the  Con- 
vent ion  had,  after  fitting  four  days,  adjourned,  and  the  Delegates 
were  all  eooe  back  to  their  rcfpe6live  habitations,  without  proceed- 
ing any  farther  in  the  bulincfs  of  Reform,  than  fimply  agreeing  that 
nothing  fliort  of  Univerfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments  would 
fatisfy  them,  and  on  that  ground  propofing  not  to  fend  any  petition 
to  the  King  or  to  the  Parliament,  left  by  fo  doing  the  enemies  of 
Reform  might  be  tempted  to  counteraft  their  wifli,  and  exert  them- 
felves  to  prevent  a  peace  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  recommended 
by  the  Convention,  that  all  friends  to  Refornj  (hould  fign  any  pe- 
tition for  peace,  which  might  oiiginate  in  another  quarter.  Wc 
foon  prevailed  on  the  tdinbur;:;h  Committee  to  recal  the  adjourned 
Convention ;  the  Country  Societies,  informed  that  England  meant 
to  take  a  ferious  part  in  the  grtat  caufe,  fent  back  all  their  former 
Bf legates,  and  fcveral  of  them  who  had  not  fent  Delegates  to  the 
prioi*  Convention,  have  fent  fome  to  this  one.  On  Tuefday  the  19th 
inftant  the  Convention  opened.  The  number  of  Delegates  amounted 
to  1 80  ;  fome  of  them  came  even  from  fo  far  as  Cromartie  \  the  re- 
ception we  experienced  was  highly  flattering ;  we  mutually  gave 
and  received  encouragement  and  animation.  I  (hall  not  at  prefent 
attempt  to  give  you  a  mi^iute  detail  of  what  has  fince  pafled,  be- 
cuufe  the  nun  liters  are  to  be  printed,  and  then  1  will  not  fail  fending 
you  a  few  cispies  of  them,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  able  at  my  return  to 
come  to  Norwich,  and  give  you  an  accurate  verbal  account  of  every 
tranfaftion ;  mean  time,  if  you  have  any  inllrudlions  to  giTc  me, 
fend  them  without  delay,  other  wife  1  ftiall  adl  for  you  comformably 
to  thofe  laid  down  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  a  copy 
of  which  you  doubtlefs  have  received  from  them.  The  Convention 
have  begun  by  ellablifhing  a  fet  of  rules  for  the  organization  of  the 
prefent  and  even  future  Conventions ;  next  we  eftabliflied  a  Com- 
mittee of  Union  between  the  two  nations,  a  Committee  of  Finance, 
and  a  Comrpittee  to  take  into  co.ifidcralion  the  protedting  or  ella- 
blifhing a  patriotic  newfpaper.  And  on  Saturday  lad  we  pafled  a 
provifory  decree  of  union,  the  whole  Convention,  ftandiug  hand  ia 

hand» 
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handy  foleranly  pledged  theinfelves  to  each  other  to  renounce  afi  na- 
tional diftinAionSy  to  abide  firmly  and  truly  by  each  other,  until  the 
great  end  is  obtained,  and  at  the  fame  time  we  afTumed  the  title  of 
7he  Britlfl>  Convention  of  Delegates  of  the  People^  affoeuUed  to  ohtam 
Umverfal  Suffrage^  and  Annual  Parliaments, 

No.  12. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Meffrs.  Gerald  and  Margaret  to  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

Citizen  — —  Edinburgh,  Tuefday,  December  2d,  1 793. 

We  received  laft  night  a  letter  figned  by  you,  but  written  by 
another  perfon,  acquainting  us  with  the  determination  of  the  Com- 
mittee, *^  that  at  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  we  ftiould  re- 
**  turn  immediately  to  London."  This  determination  we  will  un- 
doubtedly conform  unto,  unlefs  it  be  (as  we  hope  and  truft  it  will) 
contradi6led  in  your  next ;  for,  if  the  Committee  abides  by  it,  we, 
who,  by  being  on  the  fpot,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
date  of  the  country,  can  judge  with  certainty  Uicreon,  do  aiTure 
you  that  our  immediate  return  to  London  will  be  attended  with  very 
bad  confequences,  for  at  prefent  all  the  Country  Societies  look  up  to 
us  to  come  among  them  to  enliven^  to  encourage  them^  to  convince  them 
hy  our  prefence^  that  we  exift,  that  we  have  been  fent  from  England 
for  the  purpofes  of  Union  and  Reform^  and  that  the  time  is  near  at 
hand  wfoenfuch  Reform  nmft  take  place.  Nothing,  dear  friends,  muft 
force  us  from  Scotland  at  prefent  but  the  abfolute  unpofiibility  of  bear- 
ing the  ezpences  attending  our  miffion,  and  thofe  ezpences  may  be 
fomewhat  leflened  by  recalling  one  of  us,  and  leaving  the  other ;  our 
Norwich  friend^  may  likewifc  bear  a  part  of  them  ;  fo  that,  unlefs 
the  funds  of  the  Society  are  very  low  indeed,  no  excufe  for  cecal 
can  be  valid,  unlefs  founded  on  fear  ;  and  that  we  muft  remind  ^ou 
is  our  concern,  not  yours.  While,  therefore,  the  idea  of  uniting  our 
Society  with  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  affords  you  a  pleafing 
profpe6^,  let  us  do  every  thing  in  our  powei:  to  cement  that  union  ; 
and  this  can  only  be  done  by  a  longer  refidence  in  the  country, 
and  by  vifiting  the  feveral  Societies  which  have  fent  Delegates  to 
Edinburgh,  and  would  think  themfelves  ill  ufed  if  we  did  not  take 
their  town  in  our  way.  Confider  of  it  therefore,  we  befeech  you^ 
and  let  us  have  your  anfwer  immediately. 

The  Convention  proceed  with  great  fpirit.  We  lit  daily ;  and 
laft  week  we  came  to  a  refolution  which  we  fancy  will  give  fhafure 
to  every  friend  to  Reform  ;  as  the  minutes  are  to  be  printed,  we  will^ 
at  prefent,  only  give  you  the  heads  of  it ;  viz. 

That  (hould  any  attempt  be  made  by  Governmtnt'for  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bill,  the  introdu^ion  of  a  ConveotioH 
Bill,  or  the  landing  of  foreign  troops  in  Great  Britain  or  Irdand, 
ti)C  Delegaia  are  immediately  to  ajfembte  in  Convention  at  0  certenn  places 
the  opptMlkent  of  nvhich  is  left  with  a  Secret  Committee.  That  when 
leten  Delegates  (hall  be  thus  aifembled,  they  flnll  dedaie  then^ 

V9t.lV.  c«  felvci 
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felves  permanent;  and  when  their  number  amounts  to  twentf-onc 
they  ihall  proceed  to  bufinefs.  Thus  you  fee  wc  are  pnmdixx^ 
againft  what  may  happen. 

.  Citlsen  Gerald's  health  is  fo  far  recovered  as  not  to  prevent  him 
firom  fully  attending  his  duty.  We  cannot  fay  as  much  of  Citizen 
Sinclair^  from  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information ;  he  has 
been  confined  to  bis  bed  ever  fince  Saturday  by  a  violent  fever  and 
fore  throat ;  he  is  fomewhat  better  this  morning.  He  is  a  valuaUe 
•young  man ;  and,  (hould  he  die,  his  lofe  womd  be  feverely  felt  ; 
not  indeed  by  his  coniUtuents^  who  have  bafely  abandoned  him,  but 
by  all  the  friends  of  freedom.  He  is  a  Member  of  our  Society,  and 
we  recommend  him  to  your  notice. 

You  will  before  this  have  received  our  laft  of  the  26th  inftaot,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d*  together  with  a 
remittance  of  ^12  :  in.  Our  time  is  fo  conftantly  employed  that 
we  find  it  abfolutely  impofiible  as  yet  to  write  to  you  more  than 
once  a  week,  and  even  that  on  no  fixed  day  :  Eighteen  hours  out  of 
the  four  and  twenty  are  devoted  to  public  bufined,  and  you  may 
reft  affurcd  they  arc  not  mifpent.  We  arc  happy  to  hear  that 
you  go  on  as  well  in  the  South  as  we  do  in  the  North.^-Lctters 
convey  but  very  imperfeHly^  and,  with  no  great  degree  of  fafety^  ^vtai 
we  might  tvi/h  to  inform  each  other  o/".— You  have  done  us  a  material 
injury  by  negled^ine  to  fend  us  a  parcel  of  our  publications,  and  a 
number  of  copies  of  The  Jurymen's  Right,  pray  do  not  delay  them 
any  longer,  and  among  them  fome  of  the  Letters  to  Dundas.  We 
fent  you  an  Edinburgh  Gazetteer  laft  week,  we  will  fend  you  ano- 
ther to*morrow  c  You  will  therein  fee  part  of  what  has  palFed  in  the 
Convention. 

Wc  remain, 
Moft  fincerely, 
Your  Fellow  Labourers  in  the  Caufe  of  Reform, 

JOSEPH  GERALD,  Delegate. 

Mce.  MARGAROT,  Delegate. 
M.  M.  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  line  from  T.  H.  about  private  bu- 
finefs of  his  own. 


No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Margarot  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society. 

Fellow  Citizen,  Edinburgh,  8th  December  1793. 

Wc  defire  that  a  copy  of  the  inclofed  papers  be  kept  by  the  So- 
ciety, and  that  another  copy  of  them  be  delivered^  without  delay  ^  to  Ci- 
tixen  MartiUf  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  thereupon  irnmei^afefy. 

You  will  already  have  had  coniufed  accounts  of  what  has  taken 
'  place  tierc  for  the  laft  four  days ;  but  on  Tucfday  next  the  Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer  (hall  (if  defpotifm  permit)  give  you  a  complete  de- 
Uil  of  CTcry  thing.    The  Society  will  thereby  be  able  to  difcover 

that 
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that  an  arriVal  in  Scotland  has  heen  ^rodudire  of  great  advantage 
to  the  caufe,  and  at  the  fame  time  has  given  great  alarm  to  our 
enemies.     We  are  very  much  furprifcd  at  the  remiflhcfs  of  the  So- 
ciety ;  while  we  are  expofing  our  life  and  liberty,  while  we  are  de- 
voting our  time  and  our  exertions  to  their  fervice,  while  we  are  in- 
curring numberlefs  expences,   and  affronting  dangers  that  would 
ilagger  the  moft  hardy  of  them,  while  we  are  doing  all  this,  we  are 
moreover  obliged  to  remind  them  of  it,  and  thatfupplies  are  now  be^ 
come  more  necejffary  'than  ever  ;  furcly  the  pecuniary  exertions  of  any 
individual  in  the  Society^  can  never  be  compared  to  our  endeavours  .•  Ho- 
noured with  their  confidence,  we  find  ourfclves  happy  in  being  placed 
in  the  front  of  the  battle ;   but  let  them  remember  that  our  facri- 
ficing  ourfelves  will  be  of  little  ufe,  unlefs  they  afford  us  a  proper  fup- 
port,  and  that  mofl  immediately.    Not  daring  any  longer  to  truft 
to  the  pod,  we  fend  you  all  thefe  papers  in  a  parcel.    You  will  be 
fcj  good  as  to  make  us  acquainted  with  their  fafe  arrival — Gerald 
wiihes  to  get  to  London  as  foon  as  poffible,  he  will  communicate 
that  which   cannot   be  fo  fully  exprefled  by  letter  ;   you   may 
confider  this  as  a  private  letter,  but  you  may  read  fuch  parts 
of  it  as  you  think  proper  to  any  Member  of  the  Society,  efpecially 
where  it  may  be  produ6^ive  of  good. — ^You  will  fee  by  the  mclofed 
papers,  that  fower  has  proceeded  in  a  moft  arbitrary  manner,  slmoft 
all  the  prominent  charaders  in  the  Convention  have  been,  or  are  to 
be  apprehended  and  examined— Lord  Dier  will,  we  believe,  •  meet  . 
with  no  greater  favouc  than  ourfelves ;  we  underftand  that  there  is 
a  warrant  out  again  ft  him.     As  an  account  of  what  has  happened 
to  us  would  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  we  will  only  juft  give  you 
a  (ketch  o£  it,  by  way  of  journal,  referring  you,  as  we  faid  before, 
to  next  TueAky's  Qazetteer. 

Thurfday  Morning,  at  7  o'clock. 
A  Sheriff^s  officer^  followed  by  five  other  men,  entered  our  bed 
room,  informed  us  he  btd  a  warrant  (which  however  he  refufed  to 
ihew)  for  apprehending  us,  and  feizing  our  papers ;  we  remained 
confined  all  day,  at  night  we  were  examined  and  admitted  to  bails 
each  in  the  fum  of  2,000  merks. 

'Friday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 
We  were  fent  for  again  without  a  warrant,  for  the  purpofe  of  be- 
ing prefcnt  at  the  opening  of  a  fmall  trunk,  containing  our  papers  $ 
but  M.  M.  protefting  againft  the  illegality  of  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  refufing  to  give  up  the  key,  the  Sheriff  Subilitute  and 
the  Procurator  Fifcal  dared  to  proceed  no  farther  in  the  bufinefs. 

Saturday  Morning,  9  o'clock. 
Two  meflengers  came  again  into  our  room,  with  Gerald ;  they 
left  a  fummons  to  appear  at  zo  o'clock,  with  M.  M.  They  left 
nothing  but  a  requeft  to  accompany  Gerald  to  the  office ;  yet,  when 
arrived  there,  he  ibund  that  a  warrant  was  iffued  againft  him,  for 
the  purpofe  of  detaining  him  a  prifoner,  while  the  box  was  Qpenedj^ 
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and  tbe  ptpen  examioed.     M,  M.  ftOl  perfifting  id  hit  refdlal»    tb^ 
key  was  forcrd  from  him^  the  trunk  was  opened^  the  papers  rxa- 
minedy  aad  partlj  reftored ;  the  other  part  was  kept,  and  a  declar- 
ation drawn  up,  which  he  was  required  to  figo»  but  refufe  J,  p-u- 
teftiog  againft  the  whole  of  the  burmcft. — Gerald,  however,  ^^cd 
what  was  drawn  up  in  his  name,  and  we  were  once  more  liberated  ; 
andfince  then,  now  already  24  hours,  no  further  pcrfecution  has  been 
commenced  againft  us.     But  while  we,  as  individuals,  were   th n 
harafTed  vThurfday)  the  whole  Convention  were  equally  ill  ufcd.  ^ 
Many  of  them  were  taken  into  cuftody ;  and  when  the  reir.aiuder  m  t, 
as  uuial,  the  ProToft,  attended  by  his  myrmidons,  went,  an<?,  -  ^tn- 
pulling  — —  —  of  Sheffield,  out  of  the  chair,  oruc:<.a  tnc  Con- 
vention to  difperfe,  and  informed  them  that  he  woi.ld  .dlow  no  fuca 
meeting  in  future.     ( Friday)  The  next  day,  the  Convcnti«m  having 
agreed  to  meet  at  another  place,  out  of  the  jurifdictu.n  of  the  P:v^ 
¥oft,  we  had  not  been  long  afTembled,  befoie  the  Shcrifi*,  with  his 
myrmidons,  appeared  among  us,  and  commanded  us  to  depart,  afrcr 
having  afked  i^i.jtherthat  meeting  was  the  Britifh  Convtrntion,  and 
hting  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.     He  next  inquired  who  was  the 
Preiident ;  upon  which  M.  M.  having  openly  a(kcd  and  obtained 
leave  of  die  CouTention,  plac(*d  himfclf  in  the  chair ;  informed  the 
Sheriff,  that  he,  M.  M.  was  the  Preiident  of  the  Britifh  Convention, 
and  that  he  would  not  breik  up  the  meeting,  unlefa  un  con  flitut  ion  ally 
forced  thereuto,  by  the  Sherinf's  pulli.jg  him  out  of  the  chair  ;  whiclt 
the  latter  (after  fome  little  hciitaiionj  having  complied  with,  the 
ex^preiident  (Gerald)  was  alfo  put  into  the  chair,  which  he  would 
not  leave  but  by  being  pulled  out ;  adjourned  the  Convention  to  the 
place  where  it  was  to  become  permanent  in  its  fittings;  and  having 
called  upon  his  colleague,  Gerald,  for  to  clofe  the  meeting  wiS 
prayer,  the  company  departed  peaceable,  but  not  without  varioot 
refledlions.on  the  proceedings,  and  thofe  reflexions  not  confined 
merely  to  tbe  Members  of  the  Convention,  but  coming  alfo  from 
the  crowd  without  doors,  and  even  from  the  attending  ConftaUea. 
The  next  day  a  proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  Provoft,  forbidding 
all  aflembling  within  the  limits  of  hu  jurifdidtion.     We  know  not 
what  will  happen ;   but  we  venture  to  predid,  that  all  this  perfe- 
ciition  will  increafe.  rather  than  diminifli  the  ardour  of  the  people 
for  Reform.    The  Country  Societies,  hearing  of  this,  are  noudy 
pouring  in  freffi  Delegatci.     Want  of  paper  fotbids  my  writing 
any  more. 

Adieu!  Yours, 

M.M. 
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APPENDIX  G. 

ExtraBfrom  tbi  Evidence  tmien  $n  tie  2%d  rf  Meg  17949  h^vte 
the  Frevf  Ceuneii. 

THOMAS  THOMPSQN,  £fq.  Member  for  EvefluiiD,  attend- 
ing their  Lordfliipty  was  called  ia»  and  aflced.  If  he  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Coaftitattonal  Society  I  to  which  he  anfWered^  That,  he 


J 


Extrads  from  hta  Evidence. 

^  How  long  have  you  been  a  Member  of  this  Society  ? 
U  I  cannot  esa£Uy  recoiled,  but  think  about  lail  Chriftmas. 
^  Did  you  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Society  regularly  ? 
ji.  When  I  was  in  town  I  did« 

9.  Was  you  prefent  on  the  aSth  of  March,  when  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  of  the  2  7th  of  Abfch, 
with  certain  refolutions  {which  were  Jhnxm  to  Mr,  Thomtfon  in  ihe 
hwA^  inclofed,  and  a  refolution  and  order  thereupon  made  by  the 
Conftitutional  Society  ? 
jf,  I  was* 

^  Were  you  prefent  at  a  meeting  of  4th  April,  trhcn  a  refolu- 
tion was  made  refpeding  the  appointment ot  Delegates  to  confer,  &c.  ? 
^.  I  do,  upon  coniideration,  recoiled^  it — ^but  I  oppofed  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Convention. — ^Another  perfon  and  I  decidedly  and 
loudly  oppofed  it,  and  went  away,  underilanding  that  it  had  pafied 
in  the  negative — I  oppofed  it  on  the  munds  of  its  being  a  bad  and 
';  improper  mode  of  proceeding — ^and  that  it  would  be  better  to  pre* 

ient  a  petition  to  Parliament — I  do  not  recollect  that  any  other 
perfon  befides  myfelf  and  the  perfon  already  named  oppofed  this 
propoiition. 
Cm  j^  You  recoiled,  then,  being  prefent  upon  the  4th  of  April  ? 

y  yf.  Yes. 

9  ^  Do  you  remember  a  deputation  being  appointed  to  confer 

j:  with  the  London  Correfponding  Societies  ? 

r  ^.  I  do  remember  an  agreement  to  appoint  a  Delegation ;   but 

^  I  do  not  recoiled  the  names  of  the  perfons  of  whom  uiat  Delega- 

{  tion  was  to  confift. 

^  Do  you  recoiled  the  fubfcquent  refolution  for  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Correfpondence  ? 

ji,  I  do  not  recoiled  it ;  but  rather  think  I  went  away  before  it 
paffed — I  ufually  left  the  Society  before  it  broke  up,  as  I  flept  in 
the  country,  and  of  courfe  many  refolutions  were  pafled  after  I 
went  away. 

^  Do  you  think  it  right  to  (late  what  you  particularly  recoiled 
pf  the  refolution  refpeding  the  appointment  ot  a  Convention  ? 

ji.  I  recoiled  the  oppofing  it,  with  the  perfon  already  named ; 
and  I  recoiled  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Z  Is 
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^  Is  it  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Society,  that  the  mo^on 
for  appoiating  a  Convention  was  negatived  ? 

^.  I  do  not  know  ;  but  it  certainly  was  carried  in  th^  negative 
—I  reco!lc£t  leaving  the  Society  with  a  firm  convidion  that  it  h^d 
been  negatived ;  and  I  have  fince  talked  with  the  perfoii  aJrc^Sy 
namf d  on  the  ftibjeft,  who  underftood  To,  as  well  as  myfelf. 

i^  Can  you  ftate  the  nanae  of  any  pcrfon  who  oppofed  the  ap- 
poiniiT.ent  of  a  Convention,  except  yourfelf  and  the  perfon  yaii 
have  naracc  ? 

j1.  1  cannot — that  perfon  was  againd  it  from  the  firft  mention 
of  Inch  an  idea. 

^  Was  there  any  debate  upon  it  ? 

jf.  There  was.  ... 

^.  Do  you  recoHeft  the  names  of  any  of  the  perfons  who  fpokc 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Convention  ? 

yjf.  I  do  not-r-there  was  a  good  deal  of  confufion. 

^  Did  you  ever  fee  the  printed  refolutions  of  the  Society  ? 
.  yf,  I  do  not  recolleft  that  I  did. 

^  Have  you  any  reafc^n  to  believe  that  the  refolution  againft 
the  appointment  of  a  Convention  was  reduced  to  writing? 

Vf.  Probably  it  was  :  I  made  z  memorandum  of  it,  as  I  took  mi- 
nutes myl'elf ;  I  always  did  fo  for  my  own  fatisfa^^ion,  and  to  refer 
to  upon  occafioD-^1  be  memorandurii  I  made  on  this  occafion,  ilated 
particularly  that  it  had  been  carried  that  no  Convention  fhould  take 
place.  I  was  always  decidedly  againft  Delegates  being  fent  from  the 
different  Societies  a^nd  towns.  I  took  minutes  even  of  what  paflcd 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  though  1  think  them 
very  f^fc  perfons. 

^  Have  you  any  one  of  thefe  memorandums  ? 

y^.  I  have  not — I  have  looked  for  them,  and  could  not  find  one 
•••  They  were  upon  fci  ips  of  paper  ;^and  not  thinking  them  of  im- 
tnnce,  1  Cld  not  preferve  them. 

As  yoii  oppof.  I  the  format  ton  of  a  Convention,  what  didyba 
•^'-    ronvemi-  n  was  to  do  if  ii  did  meet  ? 

.1    '.a  C<,iivcntion,  having  feen  the  evils  of  it  in  other 
a.  Li  :  »t  tl  ii.king  it  the  beft  means  of  obtaining  the  objed 


>^r  '' ^.ompfon  having  attended  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  ap- 
p  ...ud  by  the  Houfe,  h's  evidence  before  the  Privy  Council  was 
iviati  'o  him ;  and  he  was  afkcd,  If  he  wifhed  to  ftate  any  thing  in 
ex ;>■:. nation  of  that  evidence? 

Nir.  Thompfon  dcfired  to  explain  and  alter  it ;  and  obfcrved,  that 
in  I  he  account  given  of  his  evidence  before  the  Council,  he  is  ftated 
ti'  I'.ave  faid,  that  at  the  meeting  on  the  4th  of  April  he  does  not 
r**cc>llcd  any  other  pcrfon  befides  the  perfon  he  mentioned  to  the 
Privy  Council,  and  himfelf,  oppofed  the  propofition  for  aConvention; 
he  now  begs  to  fay,  that  he  meant  to  fay,  that  he  does  not  re- 
colle^l  what  other  perfons,  befides  himfelf  and  the  perfon  before 
alluded  to,  oppofed  that  propofition. 

It 
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It  IS  ftatcd  in  the  evidence,  that  Mr.  Tooke  figncd  the  letter  to 
requeil  a  contribution  for  Mr.  Skirving,  Mr.  Thompfon  meant  to 
Tay  he  was  to  fign  the  letter,  as  Chairman  of  the  evening. 

It  is  ttated  in  the  evidence,  that  he  was  aflced,  If  he  ever  faw  the 
printed  refolutions  of  the  Society  ?  To  which  he  if  ttated  to  anfwer. 
He. did  not  recolJeft  he  did :  Mr.  Thompfon  defires  to  fay,  that  he 
had  never  fecn  before  the  book  (hewn  to  him  by  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral at  the  time  that  qucftion  was  put  to  him. 

And  as  to  the  laft  quettion.  Whether  he  Lad  ever  attended  any 
meeting  fmce  the  2d  of  May  ?  he  begged  now  to  fa)-,  that  he  went 
once,  with  an  idea  of  taking  his  name  out  of  the  books  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

With  refpeA  to  Mr.  Thompfon  being  prefent  when  the  toads 
were  drank  ;  he  begged  to  fay  he  certainly  was,  but  that  he  did  not 
drink  them  all,  being  nnwcU,  and  the  wine  being  bad. — On  being 
(hewn  the  toails  at  the  Council,  he  faid,  he  thought  fome  of  theoi 
very  abfurd. 

Mr.  Thompfon  was  then  aflced  by  the  Committee, 

If  there  was  any  individual,  befidcs  the  peifon  before  alluded  to, 
that  joined  you  in  oppofition  to  the  propofition  for  a  Convention  ? 

J  cannot  recoiled  ;  but  there  mud  have  been  feveral,  as  the  quef- 
tidli  was  negatived. 

When  and  where  did  Mr,  Thompfon  firft  fee  or  hear  the  lift  of 
thofc  toails? 

From  the  Attorney  General  in  the  Privy  Council  Room.  Mr. 
Thompfon  was  not  prefent  at  any  meeting  of  the  Stewards  when 
the  toafts  were  drawn  up,  previous  to  the  dinner. 

Do  you  recoiled  Mr.  Sharpe  being  prefent  on  the  i  ith  of  April, 
during  the  debate  on  a  propofed  refolution  containing  the  word 
"Convention  ?" 

I  do  not. 

Have  you  any  rccollcdiion  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  in  the  courfe  of 
ftic^  a  debate,  remarking,  that  the  debate  about  the  word  **  Con- 
**  vention"  was  all  nonfenfc  $  it  was  only  between  a  Latin  word 
and  an  Englifh  one  ? 

1  do  QOt« 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Brtjiol  Society  for  Conflitutional  Infortna^ 
tion  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society.  y 

Fellow  Citizens,  Briftol,  2Sth  January  1794. 

I  AM  again  authorifed  to  write  to  you,  fi^Tnifying  the  gratitude 
of  our  Society  for  your  fecond  epiflle,  wl.ich  came  to  my  hands 
the  3d  inft.  After  readin.^  its  contents,  I  colledKd  as  many  of  our. 
friends  as  I  conveniently  could  that  evening ;  we  scad,  we  bluihed, 

we 
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we  took  courage ;  we  did  morcy  for  we  refoWed  on  re-aflemblf  n^^  as 
we  hid  appointed  pnor  to  the  detemiinatioo  ^we  announced  in  oar 
laft.     We  intend  publiihing  an  addrefs^  or  fomething  declaratory  of 
our  fentimentBy  with  aD  convenient  fpeed ;  as  fooa  as  this  is  cgcA-cd, 
we  (hall  fend  a  copy  or  comes  to  you.     From  The  Courier    aind 
Evening  Gazette,  we  have  had  information  of  the  trial  of  Mr.  ^lar- 
garot,  and  hit  fentence  to  14  years  tranfportation.     We  are  bjr  no 
means  at  a  lofs  in  formin?  a  judgment  of  the  noble  caufe  in  vcrblch 
he  with  others  are  embarledy  nor  nvould  we  he  frightened  at  fitch /in' 
Uncei.    You  fee,  Citizens,  your  fecond  epiftfe  has  quickened  <njr 
courage,  and  vivified  our  patriotifm,  and  roufed  us  to  refoiution  ; 
Mtd  moref  our  number  u  now  confiderably  increafed ;  perhaps  yoor 
third  epiftle  may  do  greater  things  flill ;  we  are  fenfible  'tis  a  nobIc» 
'tis  a  virtuous,  'tis  a  godlike  and  immortal  caufe  in  which  we  are 
now  mutually  embarked ;  and  though  for  parts  our  effort  can   be 
but  a  feeble  one,  yet  the  caufe  we  efpoufe  is  mighty,  is  energetic  ; 
it  win  finally  prevail  and  profper:  It  is  our  firm  opinion,  could  we 
but  aroufe  them,  that  patriots  would  become  Dcany  the  majority  of 
our  city.    We  expeded  to  have  had  the  dozen  of  The  Englifhnien's 
Rights,  which  you  mentioned  in  your  firil  epifUe  $    hope  you  wOl 
fend  them  fpeedily. 

We  arc.  Fellow  Citizens, 
Yours  fincercly. 

The  Briftol  S«dety  for  ConfUtutional 
Information,  &c. 


At  a  Genital  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Societies  at 
Norwich  J  held  24th  Fei.  1794; 

It  was  ufianimoufly  refolved,  "  That  one  or  more  Delegates  fhall 
**  be  fent  to  the  next  General  Coaventioo,  foon  as  called  tor  by  our 
•«  London  Corrcfpondents." 

Ccpy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Brijfoi  Conftitutional  Society  to  tie  Secre* 
tary  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

Fellow  Citizen,  Briftol,  a4th  April  1794. 

Yon  may  be  fcnfible,  from  our  laft  communication,  that  in  the 
infancy  of  our  patriotic  efforts  we  had  manydifficulties  to  overcome, 
and  many  ftrong  prejudices  to  combat.  We  laid  open  to  you  our 
real  fituation  $  we  told  you  our  determination  to  addrefs  the  rubltc^ 
and  afured  you  of  our  unalterable  perfeverance  in  the  glorious  caufe 
of  freedom.  This  perfeverance,  however,  aud  thefc  exertions  of  an 
individual  Soctctv,  can  but  little  avaO,  if  the  Societies  in  the  differ* 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  in  themfelves  difunited,  or  do  not  aid 
and  affid  each  other,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  philanthropy  and 
fratermty  which  they  fo  warmly  profels«  Under  this  idea,  we  con-> 
ceirc  ouriiplves  treated  with  a  degree  of  incivifmp  by  your  Society 

not 
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Hot  anfwering  our  laft  letters ;  the  reafons  may  be  good.  At  pre* 
ient  wt  are  candid  enough  to  confefs,  that  the  circutnftance  does  not 
appear  to  us  in  the  mofl  favourable  point  of  vi^ir.  Our  Addreiby 
of  which  we  fend  yoil  a  few  copies,  we  find  to  have  a  good  effeft^ 
and  is  L'kely  to  beget  us  the  affiftance  of  noany  fnendsy  while  our 
eaettiies  acknowle&e  there  is  fomething  very  nir  and  reafonable  ia 
the  produfUon.  This  is  an  abfolute  vidory ;  and  we  have  reafoa 
to  congratulate  ourfelves  on  the  profpefl  of  fuccefs  it  opens  to  us. 
Witii  a  mixture  of  pain  and  pleafure,  we  faw  an  account  of  your 
Idft  General  Meeting  ;  we  lament  that  the  firon^  hand  of  defpoHfm 
ihould  fo  often  interfere  to  prevent  the  aflertion  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  while  we  rejoice  in  your  manly  Conftitutional  perfeverance, 
and  applaud  and  approve  your  refolution  of  forming  another  General 
Convention 'i  Our  inereafing  numhert  give  us  everv  reafonable  hope  of 
foon  (>eii^  able  ihore  effeBually  to  cooperate  wth  you  ;  while,  ^r  the 
reafons  formerly  ftated,  we  cannot  yet  make  a  pofitive  promife  on 
that  head.  We  hope  for  an  immediate  anfwer.  Favour  us  with 
your  opinion  of  our  addrefs,  and  tranfmit  a  ftetcli  of  your  plan  re« 
ipeding  the  General  Convention. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Delegates  appointed  by  the 
Bridol  ConlUtutlonal  Society. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Newcajlle  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society. 

Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  24th  April  1794* 

By  defire  of  a  numtg^  of  friends  to  a  radical  Reform  in  the  Con* 
ftitution  here,  I  make  wrfe  to  trouble  ycu.  We  live  in  a  place  where 
an  Ariftocrat  magiftracy  endeavours  to  (lop  the  genial  and  benign 
fpirit  of  national  liberty  from  fpreading,  notwithftanding  a  very  great 
number  are  found  here  that  dare  affert  the  natural  and  unalienable 
r\ghts  of  Man,  and  bear  their  tedimony  againft  the  tyrannical 
encroachments  of  afTumcd  power  on  thole  rights ;  a  good  number 
have  formed  themfelves  into  Societies,  and  meet  weekly,  admitting 
none  But  inbiun  friends  ;  and  have  qffumed  no  name  hut  that  of  New/Paper 
Companies;  tKefe  were  in  great  fpirits  nubile  the  Briti/h  Convention 
continued  to  a& :  But  after  their  fupprtjfion  a  damp  was  cail  on  the 
whole. — Syhfcripticns  were  ready  to  be  lent  off  the  very  night  they 
were  fupprelTed,  and  the  Gazetteer  ftopped,  which  has  iince  been 
remitted  to  London,  for  the  ufe  of  the  pcrfecuted  woi-thles,  Muir 
and  Palmer. — Bsing  charmed  with  your  maflerly  and  hold  approbation 
of  the  conduS  of  your  Delegates  and  noble  Martyrs  for  truths  Margarot 
and  Gerald,  and  find  youi;  name  figncd  Secretary  to  the  Correfpond- 
ing Society,  we  wi(b  to  copy  your  example ;  and  beg,  it  you  think, 
us  worth  your  notice,  give  us  your  vieios  and  intentions  as  foon  as 
convenient,  which,  I  hope,  wifl  be  a  means  to  ilimulate  and  increafq . 
our  numbers.  Left  this  (hould  not  come  to  you,  as  I  have  an  un-« 
cprt^in  ^irc^ion,  I  forbear  troubling  you  more  at  prefent^  in  hopes 

V«u  IV.  f  f  of 
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of  being  favoured  with  your  future  corrcfpondencc.-— FarewcIT^ 
ttf^ng  we  hyara  of  tyranny  and  impoftion  Jb  all  foon  fall  unatr  the  ^uiilom 
tine  of  i ruth  and  reafon, 

Your's,  with  all  due  rcfpc£l,  &c. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Conftituthmal  Society  at  Norwich  to  tbm 

Secretary  oj  the  London  Corrtfportdirg  Society. 

CitiVcn  ••*,  Norwich  Societies,  a^ih  April  1704* 

It  in  with  ^reat  fatisfa^lion  we  view  tlic  minlv  condufl  of  yon 
and  )i}ur  colleagues^  cfptcially  when,  f  nro'u  tied  as  )ou  are,  by  a 
domineering  Ariftocracy,  who,  notwithilandiug  thcT  cpreat  bluilcr« 
arc  but  chicken  heai ted  i  —  Wirpcfp  our  Norfolk  Quixotes,  who> 
ailor  bein^f  completely  foiled  at  the  County  Meetiiig,  were  deter- 
mined to  fubfcrlbc  to  fupport  an  armed  '  riftocracy :  But,  pray,  itU 
it  Jiiit  in  the  metropolis,  that  a  noble  Marq'iiB  fi.Mcnbcd  no  more  than 
//20O9  and  au  ther  higb-penfioned  Lord  but  ^^  100 ;  an  .Aldermaq 
and  leader,  and  very  fierce  for  Church  and  King,  the  enormous  fum 
of  jTzo:  Fheie  are  tlie  men  who  a-c  ready  to  fpend  their  liv€«  and 
foiunes; — but  enough  u(  ftich  privileged  beings!  V'e  (hould  be 
g1  •'!  10  .<no'^  whether  the  Friends  of  the  Pet.ple  confent  to  a  Con* 
vcnlion,  anv'l  whether  they  will  ttikt  an  aftive  p^rt. 

Plea'r  to  accept  of  a  few  of  our  bills.  AVc  ihould  cfteem  it  a  &•• 
vour  tliat  you  woiUU  lend  us  a  few  of  your  laie  declarations, 

P,  s\  Many  of  our  friends  arc  fully  convinced  of  the  nec^-flity, 
legality,  and  ratin.iliiy  of  a  Convention  :  But,  Query,  Whc-* 
ther  the  time  be  expedient? 

C'^py  of  a  Letter  from  tie  ^.rre^ory  of  tie  ILonim  CorreJponJing 
Sjtiiiy  to  hrHLcaJlU, 

Cit'zrny  lft^fayt794• 

T*  *s  A'irh  pl.*:irarc  the  London  Correfponding  Soc'Cty  hear  that 
a  S»>  i.ts  on  afm\ir  jLn^  nr,.!  av'/j  tl\  fame  pa  none  ohje^s  in  view, 
i«?  likely  to  be  eftaWn>id  at  iNevvcaftU-  iijon  Tyne — If  ever  a  crifis 
artive«i  that  n quired  he  exertions  of  the  people  to  (lop  the  torrent 
of  c  )rniptl  .11,  infimy.  and  defpotifn.,  tl'a»  feems  likely  to  overwhelm 
t^«-'nl,  ic  is  rhe  t  ..  f  at — in  God's  n  »n^-'  then,  let  us  wit  thefe  tx'^r- 
ti(  ns.— Vv  c  are  called  upcui  by  evci)  thing  that  is  dea-  to  us,  as 
men  aod  is  chMllians.  The  caufc  of  truth  and  liberty  mull  finally  be 
orrnipotent ;  therefore  doubt  no*  that  ihc  glorious  rnj^n  c,  Itherty  rnd 
ryf<i/«Vv  w*7/ ere  long  be  ellabliflied,  and  Tf>or!ern  gcjvcr,.m^n:sy  *u::h 
e^^f^ry  rtp.  r  hge  of  *tviekednifs  and  cr*rrupUon^  fwUIR^r  In  fir?,  f^om  their 
genial  influence,  as  beads  of  prey  to  their  dvn-  o*  lapine  aivl  darkn^-  *s 
fr  r\  f.e  rifiig  fun.  The  London  Con-erpuiulin^  Societ\  have  be- 
bt  d  with  indignation  the  rapid  advances  of  defpotifm  in  Bri/ai/fy  a^^d 
arc  ready  cordially  to  ui'fte  'with  very  otLT  io/t.^tv  in  the  thn'e  kiugdonir^ 
ytho  have  for  their  object  a  full  and  eJfMual  Rtprfaitatiun  .f  the  VV©- 
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4&  t  they  therefore  have  deputed Jix  of  their  Members  to  meetjix  Mem^ 
ten  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information^  to  form  a  Commit t:^e  of 
Correfpondence  and  Co-operation  /  thu  Committee  meets  regularly  twice  a 
iveek  at  No,  2*  Beaufort'Buildings,  Strand^  where  any  Member  dele* 
gated  by  your  Society  will  meet  with  every  information  required • — We 
inclofe  yott.a  few  o£  -our  refolutions,  enttred  into  at  our  General 
Meeting  on  the  14th  of  April,  which  will  be  fufficiently  explanatory 
of  our  fcntiments  and  views.  IVe  heartily  unite  with  you  in  wi/hing 
that  the  hydra  of  tyranny  and  impo/liion  may  foon  fall  under  the  guUlotinc 
of  truth  and  reafon. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Conflitutional  Society  ai 
Sheffield^  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corref ponding  Society. 

Friend  and  Fellow  Citizen,  Sheffield,  May  nth,  1794. 

The  Friends  of  Peace  and  Keform  in  Halifax  having  held  a  Ge- 
neral Public  Meeting  In  the  open  air,  on  Monday,  April  2  ift,  1 794J 
at  which  were  many  friends  from  Leeds,  Wakefield,  Huddersfield, 
Bradford,  and  the  adjacent  neighbourhood,  the  Friends  of  Freedom, 
after  the  meeting,  agreed  to  hold  a  General  Meeting  of  Delegates 
at  Briftol,  in  order  to  confidcr  on  the  meafures  to  be-  adopted  by 
them  preparatory  to  a  General  Convention,  After  which  our  worthy 
friend.  Citizen  — —  of  Halifax,  being  ordered  to  Sheffield  to 
get  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  printed,  and  confult  with  usi 
upon  the  ful^evfl,  they  were  advifcd  by  lis  to  defer  at  prefcnt  the* 
meeting  of  Delegates,  until  further  infurmation  from  you  on  ibatfub' 
jeR,  I  was  therefore  ordered,  at  our  lad  Committee  Meeting,  to 
write  to  you,  rcqueiling  the  favour  of  as  early  intelligence  as  poffi- 
ble  on  that  important  biifinefa.  We  are  not  in  the  lead  intimidated 
in  Sheffield,  as  we  can  call  and  hold  a  Public  Meeting  whenever  cir- 
cumflanccs  render  the  fame  neceflary  ;  bcfides,  in  the  houfe  inhere  I 
relide,  we  have  a  large  commodious  room,  where  the  Sociciy  cant 
peaceably  meet  in  rotation. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

•  •  •  •  Secretary; . 


it  4  iup!. 
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,    TO  turn 

SECOND  REPORT 

Of 

The  COMMITTEE  of  SECRECY  of  the         \ 
House  ^.Comi^ons. 


^INCE  the  Second  Report  of  the  Committfe  was  prefeated  to 
1^  the  Houfe,  a  letter  hat  been  received  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  from  Mr.  Gref ,  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  one  of 
the  Members  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  oo  the 
fubjcdi  of  the  corrcfpondencc  between  that  Society  and  the  Scotch 
Convention. 

From  one  of  the  endofures  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Grey,  it  appeara 
that  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  dated 
'  the  a3d  July  and  29th  0£lober,  which  are  leferred  to  in  the  Second 
Report,  were  written  without  any  authority  from  the  Society,  or 
from  any  Committee  of  the  Society,  and  are  confidered  by  him  aa 
only  iniTatc  and  perfonal  communications  from  himfelf :  Although 
this  ciTcumftance  did  not  diflin£Uy  appear  on  the  face  of  the  letters^ 
there  is  nothing  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are  referred  to  by  your 
Committee  inconfillent  with  ft ;  and  although  your  Commsttee,"oii 
examining  thefe  papers,  find  nothing  in  their  former  ftatement  cr* 
roneous ;  yet,  being  defirous  of  putting  the  Houfc  fu9y  in  poiFcffioa 
of  aU  the  additional  information  which  they  have  received  on  this  fub* 
]t^y  they  have  thought  that  the  moft  fatisfa^^ory  wav  of  doing  fo,  ia 
to  fubjom  the  papers  communicated  by  Mr.  Grey,  without  any  com* 
meat  on  the  obfervations  and  reafoning  therein  contained. 


APPEN. 
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APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX,  No.  1. 

8  T  R,  Chapd  Street,  Jonc  i4tli. 

UPON  feeing,  in  the  Second  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee^ 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  introduced  as  a^ing 
in  concert  and  correfpondence  with  the  Scotch  Convention,  I  thought 
it  neceflary  to  make  immediate  enquiry  of  the  Secretary,  as  to  the 
circumftances  of  any  communication  that  might  have  paAed  between 
them.-^The  refult  of  that  enquiry,  which  I  deiired  htm  to  ftate  to 
me  by  letter,  I  have  now  the  honoar  of  inclofing  to  you,  in  order 
that  you  may  have  an  opportunity,  if  you  think  it  material  to  do  fo, 
of  corre6ting  what  appears  to  me  to  be  an  erroneous  ftatement  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee.  I  Have  alfo  inclofed  a  printed  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Scotch  Convention,  previous  to  the  time 
of  the  only  communication  ever  made  by  them  to  the  Friends  of  th^ 
People,  in  December  1792,  that  it  may  be  feen  to  what  the  vote 
of  thanks,  inferted  in  the  Report,  really  referred. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

C.  GREY. 
The  Rt.  honble.  Wm.  Pitt. 


APPENDIX,  No.  2. 


Trith  Street,  Soho  $  Wednefday  evening,  June  i  ith,  1794. 
SIR, 
JN  conmliance  with  your  defire  of  being  accurately  informed  what 
correfpondence  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  London  have  had 
with  the  Convention  in  Scotland,  or  with  Mr.  Skirving,  its  Secre* 
tary,  I  fend  you  the  foUowing  particulars,  which  contain  not  only 
the  fubftance  of  the  communications  with  the  Society,  but  alfo  of 
thofe  I  have  perfonally  made,  and  of  the  whole  fubjed,  as  far  as  it 
has  come  within  my  knowledge. 

The  firft  Convention  at  Edinburgli,  in  favour  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  confliled  exclufivcly  of  delegates  from  the  different  Socie- 
ties of  th^  Friends  of  the  People  in  Scotland.    By  their  minutea 

the/ 
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they  appear  to  have  declined  coffirounicatingr  with  any  Society 
which  did  not  take  that  title.  They  firft  met  on  the  i  xh  cvf  XJc- 
cember  17Q2,  and  fat  oidy  three  days.  1  heir  name  of  *•  Cetttfttation" 
was  familiar  to  meetings  ia  Scotland  i  a&d  they  flated  the  obje^  of 
their  inftitution  tn  have  been  to  coafolidate  the  common  flrenetb  of 
the  Friends  of  Reform  in  that  part  of  the  c  untry  ;  which  is  the 
very  fame  rcafon  given  ft)r  the  cllablifhmcnt  of  a  fimllar  body,  for 
a  fimilar  piirpofe,   in  London,   in  i   80. 

In  their  laft  Citing,  on  the  1  nh  of  December,  they  ▼otcd  that 
certain  reicl.itior.s  fhonld  be  fcnt  to  the  Frieiids  of  the  People  ia 
JLondon ;  which,  together  with  the  letter  inclofing  them,  I  hete- 
with  traiifmit.  This  was  the  only  communication  made  from  that 
body.  The  anfwer  to  it  flated,  that  by  fome  accident  the  refolu- 
tions  mentioned  in  the  ktter  were  n<^  iaciofed  ;  but  that  the  Society 
had  fccn  th.-ra  in  the  newipapers :  It  alfo  afifured  them  of  the  appro- 
bation and  concurrence  of  the  Frienda  of  the  People  in  Loadoo, 
according  to  the  terms  of  their  feveral  dedaiations.  I  afterwarcs 
received  printed  copies  of  its  proceedings,  io  December  1 792  and 
May  1793*  and  could  not  perceive  any  thing  in  them  th^t  was  cot 
ilrldly  conBned  to  a  reafonable  Parliamentaiy  Reform. 

On  the  2d  of  May  1 79^1  after  having  iat  three  days,  it  adjourned 
till  Odobcr.  Many  gentlemen  of  great  refpcdability  and  of  large 
property  were  members  of  it.  The  Magidrates  of  Edinburgh  did  not 
sxK)le{l,  or,  as  far  at  ever  I  could  karn,  even  blame  it.  Aod  when* 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  queilion  of  Parliameatary  Rtfoim 
uras  fo  fuUy  difcufled,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  May  i  ^91^  in  whidt 
the  fahjed  of  a  National  Convention  was  introduced  aod  reprobated* 
the  f]i^hte{l  notice  was  not  taken  of  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh, 
though  it  had  aflfembled  in  the  preceding  December  and  publifticd 
iu  proceedings,  and  had  again  aflVmblcd,  feven  days  before  that 
debate,  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting  and  forwarding  many  of  the 
very  petitions  in  favour  of  Reform,  which  were  then  under  difcuffion; 
—a  bulincfs  which  it  publicly  avowed,  and  which  many  days  prior 
to  the  debate  was  pubhfhed  in  the  L»ondon  newfpapers. 

The  next  letter  received  fiom  Mr.  Skirving,  fo  far  as  I  recoDetl, 
was  in  the  midJlc  of  Odober  1793  5  it  was  tigned  by  him,  as  ^- 
crctary  to  tlie  Society  of  the  Fnends  of  the  People  in  Edinburgh, 
and  not  as  Secretary  to  the  Convenrion  It  folicited  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  ot  the  People  in  London  to  fend  delegates  to  the  enl'a- 
ing  Conrentiun  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Ediuhurgh,  ap- 
pointed for  the  2qtli  of  the  fame  month.  I  (hewed  the  letter  to 
tATo  or  three  menbers  who  happened  to  be  then  in  town,  and  thtry 
a^rrced  with  me  th:it  I  ought  to  f<;nd  an  anfwer  to  the  followi  .^ 
eifed  — x-icquaiuting  Mr.  Skirving  that  on  a  fubjeft  fo  important 
as  that  of  fending*  dcle^^ates  to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh,  it 
would  be  necc'ijtt-y  to  coiH'ilc  the  Society  ;  but  that  the  ihonnefs  of 
the  time  rendcrre**  it  im^  ufiiS.e  to  give  proper  notice,  hrli  for  csdling 
t\ic  Coiaauttce  (which  was  not  then  liitiuir,  and  which  alone  couid 
aflcn>blc  the  Siicietv),*  iJid  then  for  ell  n^^-  a  ge-.icial  meeting;  tl^ 
ihortnd^  ttf  th«:  tiiiic  1  reveler. tei  a:>  the  mure  objeciio&abie  i» 
V  that 
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tlia^  fcafon  of  tht  year,  when  very  few  Members  were  in  town;     I, 
however,  told  Ijlm  that  I  had  confulted  fomc  Members  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  and  they  had  r.^^rccd  with  me,   without  deciding  on  the  pro- 
p'-icty  of  the  meafure,  that  the  notice  was  infufficicnt,  and  that 
therefore  his  rcqucli  could  not  be  complied  with,     I  added,  that  it 
was  highly  probiMc  fome  Members  of  the  Society,  then  in  Scot- 
land, would  be  pre! eat,  and  that  whatever  they  agreed  to  I  had  no 
doubt  the  Society  would  confirm.     I  faid  Lord  Lauderdale  might 
perhaps  attend.    No  pjri'on  in  London  faw  this  anfwer  after  it  was 
drawn  up.     It  was  entirely  of  my  own  writing  ;  and  I  think  it  was 
iJated  in  it  that  it  was  merely  a  private  pcrfonal  communication  from 
myfclf. 
L  I  aftcrwaids  nnderlldod  that  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from 

r  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  bicotland  alfembled  accordingly  on  the 

J  29th  of  Odob'T,  and  iat,  as  they  had  doiie  at  their  former  meet- 

in'xa*  two  or  three  days.     They  confined  themfelves  ftridly,  and  I 
r  "b^^lieve  finccrtly,  to  the  bufincfs  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  thea 

adjourned  for  feveral  montiis.     Soon  aft^r  their  adjournment,  how- 
ever, the  Delegates  from  the  Societies  in  London  and  other  parts  of 
England  arrived.    The  Convent lovi  then  re-affcmMed  on  the  19th  of 
..  November;  and  it  was  not  till  after  this  period  that  It  afTumed  the 

name  of  the  Dritifh  Convention  inlituted  for  the  Purpofe  of  ob- 
taining Univcrfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments,  or  adopted  any 
part  of  the  language  or  condu£l  which  (with  what  julllcc  I  do  not 
pretend  to  determine)  have  expofed  it  to  fo  much  animadrerfioa 
and  cenfure. 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  correfpondence,  as  far  as  I  can  recoi- 
led, that  pafTed  between  the  Frieiids  ot  the  People  in  London  and 
the  Convention,  or  Mr.  Skirvln^,  at  Edinburgh.  The  correfpond* 
••  ence  thit  took  place  between  Mr.  Skirviag  and  niyfelf  could  not, 
from  ctrcumftanccs  which  occur  in  my  mind,  be  very  important. 
He  fent  me  the  printed  minutes  of  the  Convention,  and  I  fcnt  him 
the  publications  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  London,  The  laft 
time  I  wrote  to  him  was  about  the  end  of  O^^obcr,  acknowledging  1 
the  receipt  of  fome  copies  of  Mr  Mulr  s  Trial ;  and  I  perfctlly  re- 
member concluding  my  letter  with  a  hope  th^t  the  Delegates  fron^ 
the  Societies  in  London,  who  had  then  jnft  departed  to  meet  th^ 
^  '  Convention  in  Edinburgh,  would  not  import  into  Scoland  any  of 

that  intemperate  fpiiit  which  had  brought  blame  on  the  moderate 
and  fmeere  friends  of  Reform  in  England :  I  hoped  that  the 
Friends  of  the  PcO^>]e  in  Scotland  would  continu"  to  perfevere  with 
that  prndeiKC  and  moderation  in  the  caufe  of  Parliamci.t^irv  Re- 
:  for.n,  which  had  fo  juftly   obtained  them  the  approbation  of  the 

'  friends  to  the  mcafure  in  Enj.^land,     This  letter,  I  luppofc,  dif- 

*  pie  iff  d  Mr.  Skirving,  for  he  never  after  wrote  to  me,  jio  did  I 
^  Wiite  to  him. 

•''  i  laving  now  detailed  the  whole  of  the  correrpondcnce,  to  be  bc(l 

^^  of  my  remembrance,  between  the  Convention  and  the  Friends  of 

*  the  People  in  London,  and  between  Mr.  Skirving,  and  myfelf,  I 
'^  tlii»Jii  it  my  duty  to  obfcrvc,  without  freluming  to  give  auy  opinion 
<  '                                                                             on 
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•n  the  condttd  of  the  Britiih  Convetttion,  that  a  material  ^ftin  Aibo 
ought  to  he  drawn  hetween  it  and  the  ConTcotioa  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People.  '  The  proceedings  of  the  Utter,  at  their  meetings  in 
Decemher  17939  and  May  1743*  appear  to  me  to  have  hcen  (uch  as 
the  moft  timid  friend  to  Parliamentary  Reform  could  not  objc^  to. 
Their  proceedings  at  their  meeting  in  October  were,  I  bebeve,  of 
the  fame  defcription.   When  they  adTembled  with  the  Delegates  from 
England,  inde«i,  another  fyftem  feems  to  have  been  pnrfuo).    Thclr 
meetings  had  always  fat  omy  three  days  at  a  time,  and  they  wrre 
fettled  to  be  held  only  twice  a  year.    But  after  it  became  the  Bri- 
tifh  Convention,  they  then,  and  not  till  then,  entered  into  all  thofe 
meafures  at  which  the  magiftrates  and  government  have  exprefied  (b 
much  alarm ;  and  it  was  not  till  then  that  they-even  declared  decifivelf 
in  favour  of  Univerlal  Sufiirage  and  Annual  Parliaments ;  it  is  there- 
fore extremely  material  to  remark,  that  no  blame  has  yet  bees 
thrown  on  the  Convention  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  £din« 
burgh ;  and  that  between  the  Britj/b  Convention  and  the  Friends 
of  the  People  in  London  no  correfpoudence  of  any  kind  ever  took 
place,  nor  even  an^r  fort  of  communciation  between  Mr.  Skirving 
and  myfelf  after  its  inftitution. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 
Your  moft  hvmble  obedient  fervanl, 

DANIEL  STUART. 
To  Charles  Grey,  Elq.  M.  P. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  feen  the  Second  Report  of 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  mention 
is  made  of  two  lettcra  that  had  efcaped  my  memory.  The  firft  of 
thofe  letters,  containing  a  refolution  of  thanks,  I  never  made  any 
minute  of,  becauie  tboie  thanks  were  not  voted  to  the  Scotch  Con- 
vention in  particular,  as  might  be  imagined  from  the  ftatement 
in  the  Report,  but  were  pafled  generally  to  all  Societies  which  had 
aflifted  in  the  caufe  of  Parliamcntarv  Reform.— Atter  the  motion 
in  the  Houfe  of  Common^,  on  the  6th  of  May  1795,  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  in  London,  on  the  18th  of  the  fame  months 
agreed  to  the  following  refolution :  **  That  the  thanks  of  this  So- 
**  ciety  be  returned  to  the  various  Societies  in  correfpondeoce  with 
'*  it,  for  their  zeal  and  a^ivity  m  the  caufe  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
**  form ;  and  to  exprefs  a  hope  and  wifh  that  they  will  proceed  with 
**  the  fame  fpirit,  induflry,  and  temper,  during  the  interval  between 
^  the  prefent  time  and  the  meeting  of  the  next  feffion  of  Parlia- 
**  ment."-— Bcfides  fending  copies  of  this  refolution  to  the  different 
Societies  in  England,  it  was  refolved  that  copies  of  it  fliould  be  fcnt 
to  the  chairmen  of  the  Societies  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  reqoeft* 
ing  them  to  tranfmit  the  fanje  to  all  the  Societies  in  Scotland  with 
which  they  correfpondcd.  The  Convention  at  Edinburgh  was  con» 
fideted,  by  me,  not  only  as  a  Society  with  which  the  Friends  of  the 
People  in  London  communicated,  but  as  the  beft  channel  for  con* 
veying  the  refolution  of  thanks  over  Scotland  j  and  1  of  courfe  fent 

4  tbem 
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Aem  sr  copy.  But  I  do  not  find,  nor  do  I  believe^  th^t  I  was  in* 
ftruded  to  addrefi  the  refolution  to  the  Convention,  in  preference 
to  the  Edinburgh  Society  of  Friends  of  the  People. 

With  regard  to  tl^fecond  letter  mentioned  in  the  Report,  dated 
the  a^d  of  Jnly  179^9 1  do  not,  in  the  (irghtcft  degree,  remember 
k ;  but  from  the  juShge  there  quoted  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  of 
its  being  mine:  It  contains  the  language  I  have  inTariably  helj 
whenever  the  fubje6i  of  a  Convention  has  been  mentioned.  Bat  it 
is  impoflible  I  at  that  time  could  have  written  as  Secretary^  either  ill 
the  name  of  the  Society,  which  was  not  then  fitting,  it  having  ad* 
joumed  on  the  4th  of  June  1793*  without  again  meeting  till  the 
23d  of  January  <  794  >  or  in  the  name  of  the  Conlmittee,  which  did 
not  meet  from  the  30th  of  April  179^,  till  the  x-th  of  January 
1794:  And  as  neither  the  Society  nor  the  Committee  ever  authoriz- 
ed me  to  correfpond  in  their  name,  without  their  knowledge,  the 
letter  of  the  2  ^d  of  July  moil  have  been  a  private  and  perfonal  one 
of  my  own.  I  find  that  on  the  20th  of  that  month  I  received  a 
parcel  of  the  printed  minutes  of  the  Convention,  accompanied  by  a 
jletter  frclm  Mr.  Skirving,  in  kts  own  name  o«ly,  and  not  m.the  name 
of  any  Society,  in  which  I  fuppofe  he  took  that  opportunity  of 
wilbing  to  know  my  opinion  refpeding  a  Convention  in  England. 
Of  fuch  private  perfonal  letters  1  have  written  many,  but  as  I  did 
not  confi  jr  them  to  concern  thd  Society,  I  never  kept  copies  of 
them.  I  am,  however,  certain,  that  if  they  were  all  publifhcd,  none 
of  them,  or  even  any  parts  of  them,  could  with  juftice  be  cenfured. 

The  third  letter  mentioned  in  the  Report  is  of  the  fame  private 
perfonal  nature  with  the  fecond ;  I  think  I  wrote  it  in  halle,  and  I 
remember  it*  the  more  particularly,  as  it  was  the  laft  I  fent  to  Mr. 
Skirving.  I  am  very  certain  that  when  it  is  publifhed  in  the  An 
]iendix,  it  will  fully  juilify  the  account  [  have  already  given  of  it  11^ 
the  body  of  this  letter. 

Tburfday,  4  o'clock* 


APPENDIX,  No.  3. 

SIR, 
J  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  LoA« 

don,  that  the  General  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  various 
Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  throughout  Scotland,  iinani<» 
moufly  agreed  on  Thurfday  laft,  the  third  day  of  their  fitting  in  this 
place,  to  addre&thc  Friends  of  the  People  in  London,  and  the  in- 
clufcd  letter  of  addrefa  was  accojdingly  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
tranfinitted- 

I  have  taken  upon  me  Xp  dirc€t  the  fame  to  you,  upon  feeing  your 
name  at  their  refolutions,  by  this  day's  poll ;  and  to  entreat  you  to 
communicate  it  at  their  firft  meeting. 

Vol.  IV.  g  g  I  win 


1^  SUPPLtMENT  TO  THE  SKCOtfD  AtPOKt  OF 

I  wiD  tninfmit  aD  the  proceedings  of  theCoiiTeiitioii  fo  foon  as  A9 
farioue  muuitet  and  rejRuutionf  arc  received  from  die  pitft. 

With  great  efteem» 
Edinburgh,  19th  Dec.  lain.  Sir, 

t79S.  Your  mod  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  SKIRVING,  Secretary* 
Bamud  Whitbread,  Junior,  Efq. 
M.  P.  London. 


APPENDIX,  No.  4. 

Edinburgh,  December  1 2th. 
AT  a  General  Convention  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  held  this  day, 

Colond  Dalrympk  in  the  chair, 

Refolved, 

That  it  appears  to  this  Convention  that  very  great  abnfes  have 
anfen  in  the  ffovemment  of  this  country,  fibm  a  negled  of  the  gc* 
nuine  principles  of  the  Conftitution  ;  that  thefe  abufes  have  of  late 
grown  to  an  alarming  height,  and  produced  great  difcontents. 

Refolved,  That  the  eflential  mcafures  to  be  purfued,  in  order  to 
remove  thefe  abufes,  and  cffeftually  to  do  away  their  mifchievout 
confequences,  are, 

I  ft.  To  reft  ore  the  freedom  of  elefUon,  and  an  equal  reprefenta« 
tion  of  the  People  in  Parliament. 

ad,  To  fccurc  to  the  People  a  frequent  exercife  of  their  right  of 
cledUng  their  reprefentatives. 

Refdved,  That  for  the  purpofe  of  ^compUfhing  thefe  conftitu* 
tional  obje^s,  the  proper  and  legal  method  is  that  of  applying  by 
petition  to  Parliament. 

Refolve^,  That  (ince  a  fpeedy  and  complete  redrefs  of  our  prefent 
grievances  will  moft  effedually  be  obtained  by  the  joint  co-opera« 
tion  of  every  Briton  who  yet  retains  the  fpirit  and  the  wi(h  to  be 
free,  this  Convention  will,  as  far  as  their  principles  and  objej^s  allow 
them,  co-operate  with  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in 
London. 

Refolved,  That  this  refolntion,  along  with  thofe  voted  at  a  formed 
Convention,  be  tranfmitted  by  the  Chairman  to  the  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  in  London. 

(Signed)    WILLIAM  DALRYMPLE,  Chairman, 
WILLIAM  SKIRVING,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  5. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Conventioo 
of  the  Delegates  from  the  Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Peopk  throughout  Scotland.  At  their  feveral  Sittings  in 
Edinburgh,  on  the  eleventh,  twefth,  and  thirteenth  otDe- 
cemberi  1792. — ^£dinbur?h:  Printed  by  J,  Robertfon, 
No.  39,  South  Bridge,  jfnno  1 793. 

Baxter*!  HaOf  E£n.  TuifdiVf^  Dec,  ir»  Ijgt* 

AT  noon,  this  day,  the  Delegates  from  the  fevend  Societies  of  the 

Friends  of  the  People,  throughout  Scotland,  alFembled  vtrj  nu^ 

meroufly  in  their  Convention-room  here,  in  compliancewitn  the 

following  public  advertifements. 

Sir, 

Thi  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  various  Societies 
of  THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  in  and  about  Edin- 
burgh,  who  afTembled  here  upon  the  twenty-firft  inftanc,  exprefled 
an  unanimous  wiHi  for  a  General  Convention  of  Delegates,  from  the 
various  Societies  in  Scotland,  eftablifhed  upon  fimilar  principles. 

If  it  ihall  meet  the  approbation  of  the  majority  of  the  Societies^ 
they  propofe  to  hold  a  Convention,  upon  the  eleventh  day  of  De- 
cember next,  in  the  city  of  Edinbuir^h.  ^ 

The  various  advantages  which  will  refult  to  the  whole,  from  t 
eonfolidation  of  our  common  ftrength,  are  too  obvious  to  be.  detail- 
ed. If  you  approve  of  this  meafure,  and  refolve  to  fend  delegates^ 
inform  us,  in  courfe  of  poft.  It  (hall  be  our  care  to  prepare  a  proper 
place  for  meeting,  of  which  we  (hall  give  you  timely  and  regular 
notice.  Be  |}leared  to  dire6i  your  letters  to  our  Secretary,  Mr. 
WiUiam  Skirving,  Head  of  the  riorfe-wynd,  Edinburgh* 
By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Convention, 

W.    SKIKVmO,  Sec\, 
Kdinbvsoh,   1 
Kov.  23,1792./ 

JR,  S.  We  earneilly  requeft  of  your  Society,  to  communicate  this  la- 
timation  to  any  Societies  iu  your  neighbouiliood,  of  whofe  ex- 
iilence,  in  confequence  of  their  not  having  pubn(hed  their  de« 
claratipn  of  principles,  we  may  be  ignorant. 

A  Convention  of  delegates  from  every  Society  of  Friends  of  the 
People  m  Scotlaiyl,  will  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  in  Baxter's  Hall,  in 
James's  Court,  on  Tuefday  the  eleventh  of  December  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock  noon,  againfl  which  time  the  General  Committee 
(hall  have  every  thing  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  delegates,  j 


After  a  (hort  converfatioo,  MeCGrs.  Bell,  Muir,  and  Skirving,  the 
prefent  Prefident,  Vice-Preiident,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Edinburgh 
General  Aflbciation  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  were  requtRed  ko 
plliciate  in  thcfe  feveral  capacities,  until  the  powers  of  the  ddegatet 
ibould  be  verified. 

g  g  2  Mr« 


%9t  WWtlMWT  TO  TfiK  8tCON<>  RITORT  OF 

Mr.  Hugh  Bell  in  the  Chair. 

The  commifnons  to  the  fcveral  delegates  were  produced,  and  read* 
The  roll  being  made  up,  was  called  over,  name  by  name,  alid  intima- 
tion  feveral  times  made,  that  If  the  name  of  any  delegate  had  been 
omitted,  it  (hould  now  he  given  in.  The  Convention  was  then  de- 
clared affica*blcd  ;  and  the  Prcfident,  Vice-prefidcnt,  and  Secretary 
retired. 

Genef-al  Convcnt'tcn  rJftmhUd. 

Sdme  converfation  took  place  relative  to  office-bearers  and  com- 
nittees,  and  thr  impropriety  of  having  thefe  permanent.  The  Coo- 
mention  at  kn^h,  on  the  motion  of  I^rd  Daer,  refolved,  that  they 
would  eled  a  rrefident  each  day,  or  fitting ;  and,  upon  a  motion  Mf 
Thomas  Muir,  younger,  Efq.  of  Huntei&iU,  it  was  refolved,  that 
the  Secretary  (hould  be  permanent. 

Lieut.  Col  Dalrymple  of  Ferdel  was  then  unanimonfly  called  to 
the  chair  I  ai«d  W.  Skirving  of  Strathruddy  eleded  Secre^ry. 
Col.  Dalrymple  in  the  Chair. 

After  fooK  motions  relating  to  order,  movvd  by  Lord  Daer  and 
Mr.  Fowler,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  in  writlifrj  the 
Convention  proceeded  to  a  declaration  of  principles  ;  and  a  i<\  oil  of 
ftfoltttiofls  being  prefented  by  John  Morthland,  Efq.  Advocate,  the 
Convention,  upon  his  motion,  refolvtd  itfelf  into  a  Committee^  to 
confider  the  fame,  and  to  report  agalnft  to-morrow's  fitting. 

Rcfumed  the  Convention. 

CoL  Dalrymple  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Muir  moved.  That  the  two  motions  made  by  Capt.Johnflon^ 
refolved  and  pubh'/hed  by  the  General  Aflbciation  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  m  and  about  Edinburgh,  be  alfo  adopted,  and  pub- 
li(hed,  as  the  refulutions  of  the  General  Convention.  Tlie  fame 
was  agreed  to  unanimously,  and  a  copy,  drawn  np  in  proper  form, 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Convention  to-morrow.     A  motion 


I  made  to  adjourn  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  but,  as  thia 
was  oppofedy  it  was  agreed  to  adjouratill  ten  o'clock  next  fore* 
noon. 

Cottvention  Room;  Wedncfdaj^  xo  oclocl. 
The  delegates  aficmbled  conform  to  the  adjournment.  Lord 
Daer  moved.  That  the  Prcfident  of  the  former  day  take  the  chair 
tin  the  meeting  was  full,  and  that  then  they  (hould  eled  their  prefix 
dent  for  the  day,  agreeable  to  their  former  refolution;  and  the 
Amewasadoptea. 

CoL  Dalrymplk  in  the  Chai^. 
Lord  Daer,  as  ordered  yefterday,  gave  in  to  the  table,  the  fol* 
lowing  motions : 

1.  That  it  ihall  not  be  a  rule,  that  when  a  motion  is  made  and 
feconded,  it  ihall  be  decided  upon  before  anv  other  be  heard. 

2.  That  when  a  fubjedt  is  announced  as  the  bufinefs  for  confiders* 
ation,  it  (hall  be  permitted  to  any  perfon  to  propofe  what  motiona 
thereon  he  (haU  think  it  is  proper  (hould  be  adopted ;  and  that 
wbea  aU  the  motioni  are  bid  oa  the  taUe  which  any  wilh  to  propofe^ 

a  vote 
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9L    vote  ihall  be  put,   which  propofal  fhall   be  firft  taken    into 
confideration. 

3*  That  when  any  bnfincrs  is  under  confiderationy  any  incidental 
motion  may  be  introduced ;  and  if  the  meeting  chufe  not  to  take  it 
into  confideration  at  that  moment,  the  meeting  fliall declare  this,  by 
rcfolving  to  pa/s  on  to  the  or£nary  courfe  ofhufmefs, 

4.  That  any  motion  may  be  difcufled  tlie  day  it  is  pru« 
pofcd ;  bnt  that  it  fhall  not  be  finally  decided  or  publiihed  to  the 
world,  till  it  be  confinned  next  day. 

The  meeting  being  now  full,  Lord  Daer  was  unanimoudy  called 
to  the  chair. 

Lord  Daer  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Muir  rofe,  to  read  a  printed  paper,  ^which  had  been  fent 
from  Ireland,  intitled,  Addrefs  of  the  United  Iriflinrkin  in  Dublin, 
to  the  Delegates  for  Reform  in  Scotland ;  the  readii:^^  of  it  was 
oppoffd  in  point  of  form,  the  fame  not  being  before  the  Houfe  ; 
but  the  Addrefs  being  declared  a  maftcrly  performance,  and  a  dft- 
chration  that  afforded  the  moft  flattering  evidence  oi  the  union  and 
philanthropy  of  the  Friends  of  Reform  in  Ireland,  the  reading  of  it 
was  univerfally  called  for.  After  reading  the  fame,  the  Conventloa 
•pafTcd  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lo»-d  Daer  being  obli;;cd  to  leave,  the  meeting,  the  lafl  Prefes  was 
called  to  the  chair  as  a  matter  of  coui-fe.  / 

fcol.  Dalrymple  in  the  Chair. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  called  for,  the  refolutiom 
adopted  in  Committee  were  read,  and  debated  paragraph  by  pa- 
ragraph, when  the  following  were,  with  great  unanimity,  refplvcd 
in  Convention,  and  ordered  to  be  piibliftied. 

Rejolvedf  That  this  Convention,  taking  under  confideration  the 
infidious,  wicked,  and  inflammatory  artifices,  employed  by  the  ene- 
mies of  all  reform,  to  mifreprcfent  and  calumniate  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  as  the  promoters  of  public  difcord,  and  advocates  for 
an  unjult  and  abfurd  vi(ilati(>n  of  private  property,  by  an  equal  -Ji- 
vifion — think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  declare,  liiat  they  hold 
all  fuch  unprincipled  dcfighs  in  utter  detcftation  and  abhorrence, 
and  that  they  will  maintain  the  e{lai)lifhed  conilitution  of  Great- 
Britain,  on  its  genuine  acknowledged  principles,  coniifling  of 
thvtc  eftates — King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

Refolvedy  That  the  members  of  this  Convention  will,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  concur  in  aiding  and  ftrengthening  the  hands 
of  the  civil  ma;;iftrates  throughout  this  kin;:jiiom,  to  rcprcfs  riot  anl 
tumult,  and  all  attempts  whatfoever  to  didurb  the  tranquillity,  hap- 
pinefs,  atid  good  order  of  fociety. 

Rffjlvedf  That  it  appears  to  this  Convention,  that  rery  great 
ahufcs  have  arifen  in  the  government  of  this  country,  from  a  negleA 
of  the  genuine  principles  of  the  conftitution  ;  that  thefe  abufes  nave 
of  late  grown  to  an  alarming  height,  and  produced  great  difcontentt. 

Refofvidy  That  the  effcntial  meafures  to  be  purfued*  in  order  t6  ^y  . 

remove  thefe  abufes,  and  cffcdually  to  do  away  their  miTchievout  '  V 

coofeauenccsi  are^  ^  .  4 


I 


«if         svppunnrr  to  tm  aieoso  uhmlt  of 

The  delegates  convened  conform  to  adjournment ;  CokuMcl  I>al- 
rymple  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Morthland  moved,  to  have  the  twofoUowiog  refobtions  add- 
ed to  the  former  ones : 

Refoividt  That  fince  a  fpeedy  and  complete  rcdrefs  of  our  pre- 
fent  grievances  will  be  mod  effeduaOy  obtamed  kj  the  joint  co-ope- 
ration of  every  Britont  who  yet  retains  the  fetrit  and  tne  wi/h  to  be 
free,  this  Convention  will,  as  far  as  theit  pnnci^es  and  objfds  irill 
aOow  them,  co-operate  with  the  Society  of  the  Friends  ofue  Peo- 
ple in  London. 

Re/oheJf  That  this  refolution,  along  vrith  thofe  voted  at  a  foraier 
fitting  of  this  Convention,  (page  193  and  1949)  be  tranfmitted,  by 
the  Chairman,  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peopk  in  Lon- 
don. 

And  the  fame  vras  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Fowler  read  the  copy  of  the  petition  to  Pariiament  which 
had  been  ordered  ;  and  it  met  with  general  approbation,  as  to  the 
matter  of  it ;  and  was  remitted  back  to  the  Committee,  to  be  put- 
into  the  form  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  thereafter 
tranfmitted  to  the  different  Societies  for  approbation. 

Mr.  Wilfon  then  brought  forward  the  Flan  of  Organization,  for 
the  different  bodies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  ;  after  reading  over 
the  whole  of  it,  the  Convention  recognized  the  right  of  individuaf 
Societies,  to  regulate  their  own  internal  order,  and  nefolvcd.  That 
thefe  words  be  inferted,  **  with  power  to  any  ten  towns,  in  which 
there  is  a  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peojde,  to  call  a  General 
Convention  •.'* 

Mr.  Morthland  next  brought  forward  the  following  motion,  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Ritchie  of  Edinburgh  : 

Movedf  That  the  Secretary  to  this  Convention  tranfmit  to  the 
Secretary  of  Burgeflcs  affociated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Re* 
form  in  the  internal  Government  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scot- 
knd,  a  letter  indofing  the  rcfolutions,  containing  the  dedaration  of 
principles  drawn  up  and  publifhed  by  this  Convention,  and  recom- 
mending to  the  Burgefifes,  if  the  above  declaration  of.mtnciplef 
meets  their  approbation,  to  co*operate  with  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
ple, in  the  common  caufe  of  obtaining  the  great  objeAs  of  reform 
exprefTed  in  thefe  refolutions. 

In  place  of  this  motion,  the  following  was  fubmitted  by  Mr. 
Skirving,  and  feconded  by  Captain  Johnfton  and  others  : 

Moved^  That  if  anv  members  of  the  Aflbciation  for  Borough  Re- 
form apply  to  the  Friends  of  the  People  to  be  admitted^  thejr  will 
be  received  cordially.  But  the  Convention  can  admit  no  Societiesy 
but  Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  votes  were  tafcen»  and  the  6A  motion 
was  negatived,  and  the  fecond  adopted. 

*  The  Plan  of  Oiganization  to  be  rpvITfd  9nd  publihed  by  the  £iinburgh 
AiTociation. 

-  Upon* 
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Upon  the  motion  of  Dr.  Yuk^  an  addrefs  to  the  tatxaenft  of  Bti- 
iaitn  at  large,  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  .draw  m>  the  fame.  ^ 

The  following  motion,  fubmitted  by  Mr.  Ellis,  was  likewife  una* 
liimouily  refolved : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people,  to  form  affociations  in 
every  county,  compofed  of  members  from  the  different  Societies  ini 
that  c«vnty,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  ftate  of  population,  the  num- 
ber of  clears,  the  quantity  of  taxes  paid,  the  partial  taxes,  and 
the  locgl  ericvances  of  that  county.  That  they  publifh  the  fame,  of 
tianfmit  tnem  to  the  Committee  of  Finance  at  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Fowler  then  moved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  the  Couvcntiorf 
te  returned  to  Convener  Lindfay  of  Coltbriilge,  and  the  otherfriends 
of  liberty,  who,  in  a  liberal  and  manly  manner,  refuted  the  afper* 
ions  thrown  on  the  conduft  and  intentions  of  the  FRIENDS  OF 
THE  PEOPLE,  in  the  late  meeting  of  the  fourteen  Incorporated 
Trades  of  Edinburgh  ;"  the  fame  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and 
the  Convention  exprcfled  their  fenfe  of  the  benefit  which  was  done 
to  the  caiife  by  the  patriotic  condufl  of  that  meeting  at  large. 

Captain  Johnstok  in  the  Chair. 

Refumed  the  confideration  of  Mr.  Allan's  motion  of  yefterday  ; 
when  fundry  members  thinking  that  it  was  exprefled  fubftantially  in 
the  fecond  ^enei-al  refolution,  (page  193,)  now  printed,  Mr.  Allan 
agreed  to  withdraw  It. 

It  was  then  refolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  gives 
to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Skirving,  for  his  unremitted  application  to  the 
bafinefs  of  the  Society  ;  and  that  a  fmall  Committee  be  appointed 
to  ajQift  him  in  extending,  and  publifhing  the  proceedings  of  this 
Convention. 

John  Millar,  Efq.  Advocate,  called  the  atccntion  of  the  Conven- 
tion»  to  certain  refolutions  in  the  Edinburgh  Herald  of  the  day^  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  t 

"  We  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcnbed,  being  unanimoufly* 
and  decidedly  of  opinion.  That  for  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  all 
clafles  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  own 
rights  and  liberties,  and  for  thofe  of  our  pofterity,  it  is,  in  the  prt- 
fcnt  moment,  incumbent  upon  us,  and  all  good  fubjeds,  to  give  td 
the  executive  government  an  efledual  fupport  in  counterading  the 
efforts  of  fedition,  and  in  fuppreflmg,  in  their  beginnings,  all  tumulfs 
or  riots,  on  whatever  pretence  they  may  be  excited ;  do  hereby  pub- 
licly declare  our  determination  to  take  all  fuch  fteps  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  as  are  within  the  limits  of  our  duty  in  the  feveral  ftations  ia 
which  the  Conftitution  of  our  country  haa  placed  us,  and  to  affordf 
by  our  individual  exertions,  that  a^ve  afliftance  to  the  authority  of 
the  lawful  Magiftrate,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  eftabliflfied  go- 
vernment, which  is  at  all  times  due  from  the^fubjefls  of  this  free  and 
happy  kingdom  ;  but  which  we  feel  to-  be  more  peculiarly  neceflkry 
at  a  time  when  infidious  attempts  have  been  made  to.  deceife  and 
mi  (lead  the  unwary. 

Vol.  IV.      ♦  h.h  '*With 
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^  With  tiirit  iieiitimcatti  sad  to  this  totenty  we  wn 

^  RBtOlTElS  ANB  1>0  BBCLARB 

**  That  vt  win  ftaad  by  the  Conftitution  with  our  Ifves  and  for-' 
tunes. 

**  Thait  wc  wiD  jointly  and  individually  ufe  our  utmolk  endear 
tours  to  counteraA  all  feditxous  attempts,  and,  hi  paYticular,  aO  af- 
ibciations  for  the  publication  or  difperfion  of  feditions  and  inflam- 
matory writings,  or  tending  to  excite  difordcrs  and  tumuhs  within 
this  part  of  the  ktngdoas. 

**  That  we  will,  on  every  occafion,  exert  ourfelves  on  the  firft  «p« 
fearance  of  tumult  or  diforder,  to  maintain  the  public  pctce»  and  to 
a£l  in  fupport  of  the  civil  authority  for  fupprtCng  all  rioti  and  tu- 
mults that  may  be  exched. 

**  And  whereas  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  greatly  con- 
duce to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order,  that  means  fii'ould 
be  ufcd  to  give  fuch  juft  and  proper  information  to  our  feUow-fub- 
jc6ls  as  may  tend  to  remove  the  falfc  and  delufive  opinions  that  have 
been  induftriouflv  circulated  amongfl  them,  and  to  impr^fs  on  their 
minds  a  proper  lenfe  of  the  invaluable  blefllngs  fecnred  to  this  na- 
tion by  our  happy  Conftitution  i  We  have  agreed  diligently  to  pro- 
mote the  circulation  of  fiich  writings  as  may  contribute  to  this  im* 
portant  end.*' 

Having  read  thefe  refolutions,  he  moved,  that  the  Convention  do 
approve  of  the  fame,  and  in  teilimony  of  fuch  approbation,  that  the 
Prefident  and  Secretary,  with  as  many  of  the  delegates  as  ftill  re- 
main in  town,  (hall  ruofcribe  the  paper  now  lying  in  Goldfmiths' 

Mr.  Morthland  feconded  the  motion. 

Some  delegates,  particularly  Mr.  Chriftie  of  Lanrencekxrky 
doubted  the  propriety  of  the  potion.  Notwithftanding  of  which  it 
was  rcfolved,  that  the  deleeates,  in  parties  of  eight  or  ten  at  a 
time^  fhould  go  down  and  fubicribe  the  fame  $  adding  to  their  names. 
Friend  of  the  People,  or  Delegate,  &c. 

Upon  the  Prcfidcnt  and  a  few^  more  withdrawing  for  that  pur- 
'  pofe,  Mr.  John  Clark,  Architedl^  was  called  to  the 'chair,  when,  af- 
to*  fome  converiktion,^  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  fix  o'clock  in 
the  evening* 

The  delegates  having  once  more  affembled  conform  to  adjonm- 
mcnt^  Mr.  fiiflet  from  Dundee  was  unanimouily  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  BissKT  in  the  Chair. 

The  Convention  refoKed,That  a  great  number  of  their  refolutions 

tnd  minutes  be  printed,  and  fent  to  afl  the  Societies,  and  commit* 

ted  the  fame  to  the  dire6iion  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  at  Edin* 

burgh ;  and  Mr.  Muir  moved,  That  the  Secretary  be  enjoined  to 

S've  fufficient  notice  to  the  Edinburgh  Committee  of  Finance,  that 
ey  were  iikewife  appointed  the  Committee  of  Finance  for  the 
General  Convention  ;  and  upon  the  Secretary's  motion,  the  follow* 
ing  inftru^ons,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Mttir,  were  unanimouily  tvcom«> 
mended  t»  their  obfervation.  ^ 

r# 
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To  the  ComnuiUe  of  Finances  of  the  E£nhurgh  Convention. 

<<  The  General  Convention  has  inftrufted  each  particular  Soct^ 
ty,  to  form  a  Conpmtttee  of  Ftnaocey  for  maiuiging  thdr  own  {>iv 
▼ate  and  public  contributions.  Tlie  Convention  has  requeued  you 
to  take  the  management  of  the  expences  which  their  fittings  here 
may  have  incurrvd.  In  this  dcpartmeHt  of  tbeti^  bufinefs,  they  eon* 
fider  you  as  their  committee.  The  particular  Societies  will  .traof- 
mit  to  you  their  refpedlive  propoitions  of  the  general  expence. 
The  firft  General  Convention  has  left  each  particu&r  Society  to  tbt 
freedom  of  their  own  will,  in  regard  to  the  different  afleflmenta  they 
may  lay  upon  their  members." 

<'  You  «'I11  keep  a  regular  s^ecom^t  of  the  public  esp^nditure  a)id 
.outlay,  which  you  will  lay  befpre  each  Genenl  CoQTention  for  theif 
.examination.'' 

*'  As  foon  as  you  have  colle£fced  the  amount  of  the  general 
ctpentitty  inform  each  particular  Society  by  a  cironlar  letter^  in  or» 
der.  that  thr  Societies  may,  withot^t  delay,  tranfmit  to  you  their  re* 
'  fpcflivc  proportions.'* 

A  refpe^lable  member  iftfoivaed  the  Conventidn,  that  a  Society 
.  Iiad  been  f«(l  now  formed  upon  the  principles  of  the  Friends  o(  thit 
People,  whofe  members,  in  general,  were  gentleman  of  landed  pro* 
perty  to  a  very  conpdcrable  extent. 

Mr.  MortMand  moved,  That  the  tbattkt  of  the  Goovcntioa.be  re- 
,  tmmed  to  Mr.  Fowler,  for  hia  eitiioeiit  Icrvifief  in  the  bofioeft  of 
.  the  Convention  ;  and  the  fame,  were  given  unanlmouOy. 

tt  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Drummond,  to  thank  the  conntry  de» 
legates,  for  their  ardent  ^eal  in  the  caufe,  manifefled  bjr  coming 
up  fo  numeroufly  at  this  inelMMat-iMifon,  and  for  their  difinterefted 
condud^  during  the  fittii^g  }  and  this  was  done  with  heart-felt  fatiT- 
fadkion. 

Mr.  Bifiet  in  the  chair,  begged  leave  to  move  the  rctmi)  of  thanks 
from  the  country  delegates,  to  thofe  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood, 
for  the  care  and  attention  to.  the  caufe  which  they  had  mahifefted, 
\n  aircmbling  fo  opportunely*  and  properly  n  Convention  of  the 
Societies  of  the  Faiends  or  thb  People.  And  lo  tbis  the  coun- 
try delegates  heartily  confented.  \ 

The  Prefident  then  addrefled  the  delegates,  exhorting  them  to 
perfevere  in  the  great  and  good  caufe  in  wnicb  they  bad  embarked, 
until  their  obje£l  (hould  be  completely  attained. 

The  warm  approbation  with  which  the  Convention  received  this 
fentiment,  fufficiently  exprcded  their  concurrence  in  it,  and  their 
iSrm  detcrminatioti  to  pcifetefC. 

Adjourned. 

w.  SKIRVINO,  sur^hin^ 


hb  t 


FIRST  REPORT 


TROM 


The  COMMITTEE  of  SECRECY  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Lords 

To  infped  the  Report  and  Original  Papers  Md  the  Book  feakd 
up  in.  a  Bagy  delivered  on  Monday  the  19th  of  May  laft,  by  a 
Meflage  from  the  Commoos ;  and  who,  by  the  Order  of  the  Houfe 
of  Wednefday  the  21ft  of  the  fame  Months  were  empowered  to  fend 
for  Pcrfons,  Papers,  and  Records,  and  to  receive  fuch  Communi- 
cation as  may  be  made  to  them  by  his  Mf^efty's  Orders,  or  by  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
^nd  ^o  report  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  fhall  fee 
caufe. 


By  the  Lords  Committees  appointed  a  Committee  to  infpe£l 
the  Report  and  Original  Papers,  and  the  Book  fcaled  i^p 
in  a  Bag,  delivered  on  Monday  the  19th  of  May  laft  by  a 
Meflage  from  the  Commons* 

Oi^DBRcn  Tp  Report. 

THAT  the  Committee  have  met,  and  having  carefully  com- 
pared the  faid  Report  with  the  original  .papers  referred  to 
jth^m,  nave  come  to  an  unanimous  refolution  immediately  to  report 
^o  your  Lordfhips,  that  they  are  fatisfied  and  convinced,  by  the 
evidence  contained  in  thefe  papers,  that  a  tr^tterous  confpiracy 
hath  been  formed,  and  a&s  done  in  purfuance  thereof,  by  cer- 
^in  Societies  and  perfona  fn  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  the 
fubveiTion  of  the  eftabliihed  laws  and  conftitution,  and  the  intro* 
dudion  of  that  fyilem  of  anarchy  and  confuiion  which  has  fatally 
prevailed  in  France. 

The  fame  evidence  contains  ftrong  indications  that  meafures  have 
been  recently  taken,  and  are  ftiU  continuing,  for  providing  arms  of 
the  mofl  pernicious  fort  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the  &vourers  of 
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this  confpiracy,  for  cffcAuating,  by  oi>en  force,  the  ipurpofes  for 
.which  they  have  confpircd.  The  Committee  have  therefore  thought 
it  their  duty  to  continue  the  further  examination  of  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  to  fubmit  W>  the  conOderatipn  of  the  .Houfe« 
whether  it  may  not  be  proper  that  they  Ihould  be  empowered  to 
fend  for  perfons  and  papers,  and  to  receive  fuch  QommunicatioQs 
as  may  be  made  to  them  by  his  Majefty's  orders,  or  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  whofe 
vigilance  and  adivtty  m  providing  for  the  public  fafety,  cannot  fs^l 
to  excite  a  proportionable  zeal  and  emulation  in  your  Lordihips  for 
detefting  this  fcene  of  iniquity,  and  thereby  averting  the  calamities 
in  which  the  further  progrcfs  of  fuch  a  confpiracy  might  have  in- 
yolved  the  nation. 


3EC0NP  REPORT 

FROM 

The  COMMITTEE  of  SECRECY  of  the 
JiousE  of  Lords. 


By  the  Lords  Committees  appointed  a  Committee  to  infpe^ 
the  Report  and  Original  rapers,  and  the  Book  fealed  up 
in  a  Bag)  delivered  qii  Monday  the  19th  qf  M^y  lad  by  a 
Meflage  from  the  Commons. 

Oaderu  to  Report. 

THAT  jour  Committee  has  proceeded  in  the  farther  examina- 
tion ot  the  books  and  papers  referred  to  them  ;  and,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  Houfe,  have  alfo  takeii 
under  their  confideration  the  depofitions  and  examinations  of  feveral 
perfoni,  papers  found  in  the  cuftody  of  thofe^who  have  been.appre'* 
nended,  and  intelligence  communicated  to  them  by  one  of  his  Ma* 
jefty's  Secretaries  of  State. 

After  a  diligent  inveftieation  of  all  thofe  fources  of  information, 
the  conclulions  they  had  formerly  ftatcd  to  the  Houfe',  and  the  fa6b 
and  proportions  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  referred  to  tiicm,  appear  to  be  incontro* 
vertibly  eftablifhed.  The  extent  and  danger  ot  the  extravagant  and 
fatal  deiigns  entertained  by  a  number  of  difaffe^ed  perfons,  and  the 
rapid  progrefs  lately  made  in  the  meafures  taken  to  carry  fuch  de* 
£gns  into  e^^ecution,  are  illuftrated  and  made  manifeft  in  as  fatisfac- 
fof7  a  manner  as  circumflaotial  evidence  can  admit. 

The 
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The  firft  objed  to  which  the  attention  of  your  Comoaittee  hatli 
^een  diretted,  was  the  preparation  of  arms  referred  to  in  their  Firft 
Report,  of  which  they  were  then  only  authorifed  to  fay,  that  ftrong 
i»dicatioii«  had  appeared.  The  evidence  which  th^y  hare  fince  ex- 
amined, as  well  as  fiibfeqtient  dircovciies  providentially  made,  hare 
brought  that  itnportafii  part  of  the  cafe  more  fiilly  to  Hght. 

But  in  order  to  ^cc  that  obiedt  in  itg  jud  point  of  view,  and  to 
illuftrate  it9  connexion  with  other  parts  of  the  general  confpiFacy 
for  the  deftru^ion  of  the  conftitutioii,  it  has  appeared  to  your  Cora- 
mittce  that  it  would  be  fit  to  (late,  in  the  firft  place,  the  circum- 
ftances  which  preceded  that  preparation  of  armsy  and  thofe  iioder 
wluch  it  took  place. 

From  authentic  and  public  documents  it  appears^  that,  fuhfe*  ^ 
qtient  to  the  imprifonmcnt  of  the  late  French  Kin^,  the  abolition 
of  monarchy,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  ^  democr^tical  and  revdu- 
tionary  eovcrnment,  in  France,  a  direft  and  avowed  corrcfpondeac^ 
was  earned  on  between  the  Convention  in  France  and  certain  per- 
fons  in  his  .Msjcfly's  dominions,  for  the  undifguifed  purpofe  of  as 
union  of  principles  and  concjuf^. 

The  addreffcs  fent  to  the  French  Conveotion  in  the  month  of 
November  1 792,  and  the  anfwers  neturned  to  them,  arc  matters  of 
public  notoriety.  The  Committee,  referring  to  the  llatement  given 
of  tbem  by  .the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  have  further  to  obfcrve  upon  thefc  addreflcs,  that  it  now 
appears  that  the  idea  was  firiL  conceived  after  the  maifacres  at  Paris^ 
in  the  beginpiiyg  of  September  1 792,  was  drawn  into  forip  after  the 
invafion  of  the  Netherlands,  and  that  it  was  not  the  fudden  a6l  of 
a  few  individiialfi;  or  even  of  one  particular  Society,  hut  was  long  .un- 
der deliberation,  communicated  to  other  Societies  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  afTeir^blcd  under  various  names,  and  the  common  pretext 
of  Pailiamentary  reform  adopted  by  many,  and  finally  tranfmitted  aa 
a  declaration  of  the  fentiment.s  of  a  majority  of  the  English  nation. 

The  Committee  has  bcftowed  a  particular  attention  to  invcftigatc 
the  proceedings  of  that  Society  which  afhimed  the  name  of  the 
London  Cone rponding  Society;  bccnufe,  from  the  charaAer,  ha^ 
bits,  and  coudiiiooy  or  thofe  who  compofc  it,  compared  with  the 
ilyle  and  language,  as  well  as  the  mcthoil  and  contrivance  dircovered 
in  their  proceedings,  it  is  moll  probable  that  it  muft  have  beei) 
guided  by  pcrfona  of  a  fupcrior  education,  and  more  cultivated  ta- 
lents, than  appear  amongft  the  members  of  this  Society.  ¥ot 
the  dired  and  avowed  connexion  which  took  place  in  the  beginning 
of  April  lafl  bt!twcen  this  Society  and  the  Society  for  Conftitu- 
tional  Information,  and  the  plan  of  co-operaiioa  then  eftablifhed 
between  them,  the  Committee  again  refer  to  the  Report  of  the 
Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  now  before  the  Houfe* 

The  London  Corrcfponding  Society,  in  the  £rfl  formation,  which 
was  about  January  1794,  appears  to  have  been  planned  and  direded 
by  leading  Members  of  the  Society  for  Conilitutioual  Information, 
^nd  in  the  courfc  of  its  fubfcqucnt  proceedings,  the  meafures  they 
pur^usd  were  in  many  inilances  privaicly  concerted  with  perfons  of 

th« 


1 

i 


SECOND  REt'ORT  6f  LORDS'  SECRET  COMMITTEI.        9G3 

tKe  fame  defcription.  The  number  of  perfons  iirft  affembled  did 
not  exceed  two  haodred.  In  the  courfc  of  a  few  raonthsi  their 
.<comRitinication8  with  fimdar  Societies  in  vQf  ious  places  became  verf 
frequent,  aad  they  began  to  afftifne  a  form  and  method  of  proceed* 
ing  byfub^divilions  and  deleffationwy  which  gave  to  them  an  appear- 
ance of  confequence,  and  of  increadng  nuii'ibers.  They  were  the 
oftenfible  promoters  of  the  addrefs  to  the  French  Convention,  prc- 
fented  in  November  1792,  and  the  ioftruments  to  carry  on  the  cor- 
refpondcQce  upon  it  in  the  country ;  from  whence  ihcy  have  taken 
every  occafion  to  extend  their  communication  with  thcfe  •ther  So- 
cieties, which  they  hatre  iaduftriou(]y  drawn  to  a  clofe*  intimate^ 
and  dependent  connexios. 

The  war,  commenced  againft  his  Majefty  by  the  perfoni  exerct- 
fing  the  powers  of  government  in  France,  faiTprefled  the  open  com- 
tnunication  with  the  French  Convention ;  but  neither  that  circum* 
fiance,  nor  the  repeated  declaration  of  Parliament,  had  any  effefl  to 
retrain  the  avowal  of  thofe  dodrines  which  had  led  that  ConTention 
to  all  thofe  excefTes  which' have  j)roved  fo  dcttrudlive  in  France  to 
the  principles  of  focial  order^  of  religion,  and  of  morality. 

In  the  courfc  of  the  year  i793»  a  plan  appears  to  have  been  con- 
ceived, and  in  fo;ne  degree  brought  into  a  regular  ftiape,  for  uniting 
the  different  meetings,  formed  by  the  artful  diffemination  of  fcdit*- 
€>n»  publications,  inviting  men  to  follow  the  example  of  France, 
into  fuch  a  body  as  might  be  brought  to  a6l  to  one  given  objed, 
and  be  fubje^i  to  one  general  direction. 

The  moft  marked  eae£i  of  this  pkn  was  the  affembling  of  a  body 
under  the  name  of  a  Convention  ;  which  made  its  fir&  public  ap- 
pearance at  Edinburgh  on  the  29lh  of  Odober  1793. 

The  deflgn  of  this  meeting  had  been  known  and  concerted  for 
fone  time  with  Societies  in  England,  particularly  with  the  Sodety 
for  Conftitutional  Information,  and  the  London  Correfponding  SiH 
ciety.  Two  Delegates  to  this  meeting  wete  cbofen,  and  feat  from 
the  London  Correfponding  Society ;  a  regular  allowance  for  their 
journey  and  expence?,  at  a  rate  very  conliderable  in  refpeA  to  the 
apparent  funds  of  that  Society,  was  voted  f;>r  their  fupport,  and 
a^ually  paid :  Thefc  delegates  were  Margarot  and  Gerald.  They 
appeared,  by  ih«  fe<)uel«  to  have  been,  in  effed,  not  only  delegates, 
but  condui^tors  of  the  affairs  of  the  intended  rasetine ;  and  deriving 
t  conliderable  coafeqaence  from  the  fuppoied  repreientation  of  the 
Society  which  fent  them,  and  other  Societies  in  England,  from 
«rhich  they  afterwards  proijced  commillions.  Two  delegates  were 
»lfo  chofen  from  the  Society  for  Conilitutional  Infonnation-rSia- 
clair,  and  a  pcrfon  known  under  the  name  of  Yorkc. 

After  dtting  four  days  in  expe^ation  of  the  Engllfh  delegates, 
the  meeting,  which-  had  conlifted  of  about  1 90  perfons  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  Scotland,  feparated,  becaufe  the  Englifh  delegates  had 
ftot  arrived.  In  two  days  afterwards  thev  came  ;  a  delegate  from 
Sheffield  alfo  arrived ;  and  Sinclair,  one  0/  the  ddegates  from  the 
S««iet/  bt  G^nftitiaioftal  IsfordtaMo :  Mr.  Uanilttfii  Rowan  and 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Simon  Butler,  dating  themfd^etf  to  come  6n  the  part  of  at  So* 
ciety  called  the  United  Irifhmen,  but  having  no  commiffion,  mflde 
tiieir  appearance  likewifcy  and  were  all  introduced  to  a  Generad 
Committee  of  the  Convention^  ^d  received  atf  delegates; 

A  meeting  of  the  Convention*  which  had  fcparated  before  the 
appearance  of  thefe  perfons,  was  immediately  futnmoned  by  Skirving 
the  Secretary,  and  by  public  advertifemelit}  for  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, on  which  day  tt  was  held,  and  confifted  of  about  160  perfons. 

The  fir  ft  four  days  of  their  meeting  were  employed  in  fettlin^r 
fcrms,  and  in  an  examination  of  the  commifiions  of  the  delegates 
ftippoied  to  be  given  by  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  juaces 
from' which  they  were  dated,  but  which  meetings  were  in  tery  few 
places  known  to  have  exifted,  or  to  have  been  called  for  any  foch 
f  urpofe.  All  thefe  commiffions  were  of  courfe  allowed  to  be  valid. 
On  the  2  2d  day  of  November,  this  meeting  voted  itfelf  to  be  The 
Briti(h  Convention,  and  affumed  that  ftyle  in  their  minutes  and 
ether  proceedings,  which  were  dated  •*  in  the  firft  year  of  the  Bri- 
•*  tifh  Convention,"  and  in  fome  inftances,  "  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
•♦  firitifh  Convention  One  ami  InHxtfibk,^^ 

The  meeting  thus  formed,  proceeded  to  ad  in  tt^Bi  imitation  of 
the  Ftcnch  Convention,  adopting  all  its  forms,  phrafes,  and  modes 
cf  proceeding,  forming  Committees  of  Organization,  of  Inftmdion, 
«f  Finance,  of  Secrecy,  decreeing  honours  of  the  fitting,  honourabk 
mention  of  fervices,  and  what  may  merit  more  ferious  attention  than 
tiie  affeftation  of  this  ilyle,  attempting  to  inftitute  Primary  Societies, 
Frovinctal  Aflemblies,  and  Departments  in  the  country.  On  the 
a8th  of  November,  they  came  to  a  refolution  of  declared  oppofition 
and  refinance  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  under  a  referve  that  ft 
iiould  not  be  entered  on  the  minutes  till  the  dofe'of  their  fittings. 

After  this,  the  fpirit  and  adivity  of  the  maglftrates  were  ex- 
cited to  difperfe  this  Convention ;  and  on  the  5th  of  December 
1793,  the  ringleaders  were  apprehended,  their  papers  feized,  and 
Ibme  of  them  nave  fince  been  tried  and  convtdled  of  the  crimes  laid 
to  their  charge. 

Notwithftanding  the  juft  and  laudable  exertions  of  the  civil  au- 
thority to  fupprefs  this  enormous  diforder,  the  mifchief  intended 
has  been  in  part  effei£luated,  for  there  has  exifted  a  meeting  formed 
on  the  model  of  the  French  Convention,  afttiming  the  name  of  the 
Brittfti  Convention,  which,  from  the  19th  of  November  to  the  5th 
of  December  i''93»  has  been  exhibited  in  this  kingdom,  with  an 
open  publication  of  all  its  tranfadions,  in  a  newfpaper  conduced 
l^  Qne  of  its  members,  to  ferve  as  a  pattern  of  the  form  and  me- 
thod in  which  a  future  Convention  miglit  proceed  to  a6i. 

It  alfo  appears  from  the  fequel,  that  there  ftill  retoiained  a  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy  and-  Emergency  formed  in  that  meeting,  which 
bas  continued  to  condud  fubfequent  operations  in  Scotland. 

The  Committee  have  thougfkt  it  important  to  call  the  attenticfn 
of  the  Houfe  to  this  tranfadion,  becaufc  it  appears,  by  the  evi- 
dence paodttced  to  thtmi  to  lunre^bcsa  oonoerledat  Itaft,  iCisot 
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JlireAcd,  by  the  difafiedod  Societies  in  England^  and  to  have  a 
'inoft  intimate  connexion  with  the  fequei  of  the  confpiracy  .carried 
Inhere. 

From  the  time  of  the  meeting  and  difperfion  of  the  Convention 
pt  Edinburgh,  the  Societies  in  England  began  to  aft  with  increafed 
vigour  and  aftivitj.  Their  refolutions  exprefled  a  warm  approba* 
tion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  Edinbuvh  ;  ibrong  . 
declarations  were  made  in  behalf  of  thofe  who  had  been  brought  tot 
trial  and  convifted  ;  Aibfcriptions  entered  into  for  their  encouragre- 
ipent  and  fupport ;  and  fbme  projefts  appear  to  hare  bMn  enter* 
tained  for  thejr  refcpe. 

The  London  Correft)onding  Society  had  continued  to  es^tend  its 
)Correfpondence»*aad  alfo  its  influence  with  the  oth^r  Societies  dif«* 
perfed  in  the  country,  and  had,  in  the  moQth,  of  February  liift^  • 
adopted  a  refolution'  to  arrange  the  members  into  dtvifions  of  thirty^ 
compofed  of  thofe  who  lived  neareft  to  each  other,  that  they  n^ght 
^afily  be  afTembied  together  upon  any  emergency.  They  had  ai(o 
procuied  about  that  time  a-  plan  or  a  conltitution  to  be  formed^ 
which  wad  printed  and  circulated  amongft  the  feveral  divifiqns,  hy 
fome  of  wl^igh  it  had  been  approved,  and  at  the  time  when  the  Se* 
cretary  was  apprehended,  was  about  to  be  referred  to  the  General 
Meeting  of  Delegates  for  its  final  (anftion.  By  this  plan,  befidea 
the  tie£lion  of  Thirty,  clafled  fo  as  to  be  ready  to  come  forth  at  the 
fame  time,  there  were  to  be  feoondary  Sediions  of  ten  each,  under 
the  reprefentation  and  direftion  of  a  tythingm^n.  There  was  alfo 
a  General  Committee  of  ,Gorrefpondence. 

This  Committee,  in  fad,  appears  to  have  exifted  for  a  confidCr* 
able  time,  to  have  coniifted  6t  a  number  not  exceeding  Bit^  to 
have  tran faded  and  direSed  all  the  fecret  buiinefs  of  the  Society^ 
and  they  wertf  auth9rifed  to  communicate  to  the  larger  meeting* 
only  fuch  matters  as  they  thought  advifaUe. 

It  feems  almoil  uaneeeflary  for  the  Gommittea  to  pobt  out  to 
the  obferyatton  of  the  Houie^  th^t  a  Society  (whatever  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  individuals  who  compofe  it)  fo  or^aaizedf  tl>e  phrafe* 
they  adopt  in  their  printed  plan,  and  fo  connedcd  with  other  So- 
cieties in  various  parts  of  the  iihind,  is  capable  of  giving  the  imme<> 
dlate  effed  of  ao  united  operation  to  whatever  meafures  may  be  pro- 
pofed  bf  their  leaders,  efpecially  when   the  ixcent  example  of 
France  affords  (q  (Inking  an  inftanceof  the  deftrudive  effed  of  fuch. 
a  coti;ibinati6rt.     The  Committee  mud  at  the  fame  time  remark^ 
that  this  conilitpitipn  (as  it  is  called)  in  ^he  dechration  of  principles, 
by  which  it  is  introduced,  the  tefts  required  of  the  members,  anid. 
ihe  general  frame  of  the  proyifioos,  evidently  fhow  that  the  model 
on  which  it  is  formed  is  that  which  bas'iedto  the  annihilation  of  al( 
Kgukr  government  in  Fiance»  and  to  the  dcfpotifm  of  a  kw  demas- 
gogues  through  the  power  ^nd  influence  of  the  dubs. 

Ui^er  thif  fts^e  of  things,,  a^d  when  aU  this  arrangement  ha4 
f)een  prcvSouOy  formed,-  the  projc6t  of  procuring  arms  was  braugbt 
forw9r4.  The  precife  date  when  it  took  place  caqnot  be  afcerr 
gained,  for  it  appears  to  have  been  condu&ed  in  moft  places  witl^ 
ae^uliar  fecrecy  and  cavtion. 
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So  early  at  the  time  of  tKe  SKeting  at  Edkbiinriit  thefacilityaf 
orocaring  arms,  particulaiiy  pikes,  the  ufe  and  emcaqr  of  them  a» 
It  had  been  provca  in  FrancCt  had  beeD  difcuficd  at  iome  of  the 
^▼ifioa  meetii^ ;  but  no  foeeific  meafure  to  tfait  eflbd  had  beea 
taken  tiU  a  much  hter  period. 

Aboat  the  month  of  March  17949  private  meetings  had  been 
held  twice  a  weekf  in  various  phKxs  of  and  adjoining  to  the  metre-' 
polls,  fer,the  purpofe  of  tnfiru£ting  men  in  tliir  ofe  of  the  firelock  ; 
the  places  of  fuch  meeting  were  changed  to  aioid  dctedioo  ;  and 
were  choCen  hj  a  committee.  Tl^ey  excrcifed  chietfy  br  night ; 
and  no  perfons  were  admitted  but  by  a.  printed  tidcet,  with  the  in- 
fieriptiott,  <  L&»erty  to  thofe  who  dare  to  be  frccJ*  The  nnmber  of 
firetoeks  a6kuaUy«pixmded,  as  far  as  it  has  been  difcofveivd,  nay 
fiecm  inconfiderabte  for  the  executiott  of  any  defign,  althengh,  for 
the  purpofe  of  teaching  the  exercife,  it  had  a  moft  dangerous  ex* 
tent  I  but  in  refped  of  the  circomftanoes  of  the  periptts  who  pur- 
chafed,  or  fubfcribed  for  the  porchafe,  the  number  is  an  o^ca  of 
ibme  confideration}  and  it  appears  that  the  Artillery  HonK,  and 
gunfin^  Ihopt  in  various  parts  of  the  OMtropolis,  were  looked  to 
as  fiirnifhing  a  ready  refourcc  upon  occafion,  and  as  the  meant  of 
pro«idin|r  an  abundant  fupply  of  arms  to  perfons  already  i^bnificd 
in  the  ufe  of  them. 

The  Committee  has  ftatcd  the  number,  fo  far  as  already  difco* 
vered,  to  be  tnconfiderable  't  but  they  muft  add,  that  after  ihe^ 
fuppoM  their  intfoiry  to  be  dofed,  a  recent  difcovery  commune 
cated  to  them  has  added  lamly  to  the  number. 

The  ufie  of  pikes  formea  a  Ml  more  coa&krabk  part  of  the  in- 
tended armament.  The  eflfed  of  this  weapon  had  often  been  dif« 
cuffed  at  meetings,  and  a  correfpondence  had  been  entered  into 
with  jpcrfoQS  at  Sheffield  for  providing  a  fup^j  of  them.  The 
price  for  the  iron-work  vras  fixed  fo  low  as  a  fluilii^  ;  and  if  tbc 
00ft  exceeded  that  amount  (which  it  appears  it  muft  ha>e  done), 
the  overplus  was  to  be  paid  by  a  pecfon  at  Sh^fiddi  .who  was  to  be 
rcimbaried  by  the  Society.  In  pmrfoance  of  this  pkn,  letters^ 
dated  the  24^1  of  April,  were  fent  from  Sheffield  to  the  Cor* 
refponding  Society,  and,  under  their  cover,  to  another  Societj  at 
Norwich,  advertifing  them  that  the  pikes  were  in  a  fbrvntfd  nate 
of  preoaratioo,  and  fixing  the  terms  on  which  ^ey  were^to  be  de* 
Uvercd. 

The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  fubjoin  a  Imnd-biS,  printed 
in  April  for  the  Londoh  Correfponding  Society,  and  dtftributed 
at  a  meeting : 

<<  Countrymen,  yoii  are  toM  by  thofe  who  are  in  office  that 

**  you  are  in  danser  oT a  French  invafion ;  yon  aretoldby  thofe 

**  who  am  out  of  office  thsft^Tou  are  in  danger  <rfa  Hcffian  or 
^  **  Hanoverian  invafion :  In  either  cafe  arms  will  be  of  ufe  to  you. 

**  Agree  among  yourfckca.    Qtt  armst  and  letra  \he  ufe  of 

«  them." 


At 
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At  Sbeffidd*  the  ineafure  of  arming  with  pikes,  after  the  exam- 
«)e  of  the  French,  waft  more  openly  purfued :  It  had  been  recom- 
mended in  April  bift,  in  public  haranguei,  by  a  perfon  whofe  name 
often  occurs  in  the  courfe  of  this  conixMracy,  but  who  has  not  yet 
been  apprehended,  to  ^at  anmbers  of  people,  as  well  as  by  hand* 
b31s  diilribifled,  escitmg  them  to  arm.  The  pikes  were  maje 
under  the  orders  of  that  perfon,  who  particularly  direded  the  form 
and  fize  of  them.  Several  pcrfons  were  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture, which  was  making  a  confiderab^e  progrels,  before  the  alarm 
firtn  by  the  apprebenljon  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  two  Societies 
tn  London.  Beiidcs  the  pikes,  another  fort  of  inftrument  was 
produced  at  Sfccf&eld,  the  afe  of  which  was  fas  explained)  to  be 
thrown  about  in  the  mght  on  the  wad,  for  laming  the  men  and 
the  horfes  who  might  be  employed  to  quell  any  commotions. 

In  the  progress  o(  ibe  examinations  into  thif  confpiracy,  an  ae- 
cidental  difcovery  was  made  in  Scotland,  which  has  more  fully  ex- 
plained tbe  extent  of  the  danger,  and  the  ample  range  of  the  whole 
Qeiign. 

From  the  nature  of  the  proceeding  carried  on  in  Scotland,  in 
coniequence  of  that  dtfeovery,  it  was  impoflible  for  the  Committee 
to  examine  paiticnlarly  ipto  the  evidence  of  it ;  they  have  therefore 
tranfmitted  to  the  Houfe  the  information  communicated  to  them 
on  this  head,  in  the  form  in  which  they  have  received  it,  and 
added  it  in  an  Appendix  to. the  Report.  All  the  obfervat tons 
they  are  auttwrifed  ta  make  «pon  it  is,  that  the  evidence  which 
they  have  examined  clearly  proves,  ift,  A  decided  purpofe  of 
forming^  another  Britifh  Convention  in  fuch  central  pbce  as  fliould 
be  afterwards  commnnicaited.  ^  2d,  Meafures  concerted,  lUid  in 
part  adually  taken,  for  affemblin^  that  Comrention.  3d,  A  pre- 
paration of  arms  to  oppofe  and  withftand  any  attempt  to  difperfe 
fuch  a  neetifig.  4th«^  A  continued  connexion  and  correfpbnoence 
between  tkole  Soadies  in  England*  by  whofe  co>operation  thefe 
meafures  were  to  be  executed,  and  the  leading  members  of  the 
ibrmer  Brittfli  Convention,  wliich  a&ually  held  its  meetings  at 
Edinburgh  in  November  1 793. 

Upon  the  fubjed  of  the  preparation  of  arms,  the  Committee 
liave  been  forced  to  enter  into  mote  detail  ^han  was  confident  with 
the  general  plan  of  their  Report  in  refped  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
«a{Cf  which  vn»  to  ilate  tbc  general  refult,  and  not  the  particular 
circum  (lances. 

On  the  ftoft  delibcnfte  coafideration  of  al  tVe  evidence  before 
them,  it  appears  to  the  Committed,  that  there  are  the  moft  con- 
vincing prom,  not  only  of  a  plan  formed  in  theory,  to  procure, 
by  legal  means,  fome  partial  change  of  the  laws  by  which  this 
kingdom  has  been  happily  govemol,  bnlaf  a  formed  confpiracy  to 
afiemblcj  under  the  name  of  a  Conventiott,  a  number  of  perfons 
aiTuming  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  for  the  exprcfs 
purpofe  of  making  their  refolotsons  to  be  law,  and  of  fubverting^ 
%y  tLcIr  authority,  the  whole  frame  of  the  GoTcramcnt,  and  the 
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oonftitution  of  this  realmi  iu  Monarchy,  lU  ParliameDt,  and  it^ 
fundamental  laws. 

That,  to  cfFcAUatc  the  purpofc  of  this'  confplracy,  mealurei 
had  heen  aAuallv  taken  fof  an  arrangement  alnd  diflribution  of  the 

'  perfons  feduced  to  engage  in  it,  a  concert  and  communication  efta- 
blifhed  betfi'een  different  bodies  of  men  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  to  afl^mble  at  fome  certain  time  and  place,  by  fome  fecrct 
concert  and  direflion,  cOnfultaiions  held  of  the  afts  to  be  done  for 
the  furtherance  of  this  confpiracy  of  the  moft  traitorous  import, 
and  arnu  prepared  and  preparing  for  fupporting,  by  force,  the 
fudden  execution  of  thefe  daring  and  detbb-ate  deufi^s,  the  fuccefs 
bf  which,  if  they  could  have  fuccccded,  mud  have  produced  th<i 
total  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  with  the  dcftru^iion  of  his  Ma- 
iefty's  pcrfon,  family,  and  government,  and  the  annihilation  of  ofir 
laws  and  liberties,  and  the  mere  attempt  of  which,  though  we  may 
juftly  conclude,  that  by  the  lovalty  of  the  kingdom  .it  muft  have 
beeti  defeated,  Would  have  involved  this  country  in  -all  the  horrors 
of  infurre^kion,  from  the  calamities  of  which  we  have  now,  by  the 
jDivine  Prbvidcfhce,  been*  happily  exempted. 

The  Commltibe  muft  farther  obferve,  that  there  is  alfo  as  ftrong 
ft  degree  of  evidence  a^  ttle  hature  of  die  cafe  will  admit,  that  the 
^im  df  ^he  leaders  in  thfd  confpiracy  extended  to  as  complete  a  re* 
volution  ill  this  ^fdUi^lfy,  as  that  tXhfch  haS  taken  place  in  France 
fince  the  month  of  AMguft  I7Q2» 

Their  adoption  of  the  principled  and  opinions  of  the  French  Coii- 
Vention;  their  inceflant  exertions  to  prop^agate  the  fame  do^rines 
here }  their  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  the  Freiich  revolutionary 
government ;  their  perfuafion  that  there  tvas  ah  ilHiroate  connexion 
between  (he  taiife  they  meant  to  fer^c  ind  the  fucfccfs  bf  the  French* 
and  even  their  Hope  of  denvlrfg  afliftance  from  the  Frerffch  arms  $ 
appear  not  by  lodfe  talk,  blU  by  the  deliberate  atid  Advifcd  difffourfes 
held  at  their  meetincfe,  b)r  the  written  c^i refpbndence  of  folne  of 
the  moft  adivc  member!),  and  hf  the  communifcations  between  the 
different  Sodcties ;'  cmiflinVs  alio  have  been  fcnt  by  them  among 
his  Majcfty's  troops,  and  papers  circulated  ill  the  vain  ^ope  of  fe- 

'  ducing  them  from  their  loyalty  {  and  projc6ls  of  the  moft  defperatc 
and  flagitious  nature,  rcfpedling  the  Mt  mbcrs  of  both  Houfes  of 

*  Parliament,  and  even  the  fafcty  of  his  Majefty's  moft  facred  perfon 
Sind  of  his  Vdyal  family,  have  not  merely  been  uttered,  but  tntd-- 
tained  and  difcuffed  amongft  them. 

The  bftthRble  obje6l  of  the  fevcral  mtfcnngs  wliofc  ihembers  were 
to  bb  the  followers  in  this  confpiracy^  name!}*,  parliamentary  re- 
form, is  4  pretext  that  could  irrmofc  bn  n6nc  but  the  moft  crc- 
dulouft.  Ignorant,  and  unwary:  The  ohly  refonn  they  ever  pro- 
fcflcd  waft,  the  eftiaibiflhfhent  of  univerfal  fufFiage,  and  annual  re- 
prefcntation  ;  thefe  they  hkd  affumed  and  declared  to  be  theirs  by 
hihercnt  and  unalienable  right  J  a  right  not  to  be  rcfinquifhed  but 
•  with  their  lites,  and  which  nOht  but  thiltes  and  traitors  could  tvifti 
b  withhold  from  thcmi  J* 

The 
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The  afiembling  a  Convention  was  evidently  not  for  confultln^ 
tipon  the  fitnefs  of  the  mcaiure,  but  to  be  itfclf  the  means  of  ob- , 
taining  it ;  and  they  had  previotilly  difciaimedi  in  the  moft  expreffl 
termsy  the  only  legal  means  of  obtaining  any  change  of  the  cxiiHn^ 
laws  by  an  application  to  the  legiflature,  declaring  that  they  rouit 
depend  only  on  their  own  ftrength  and  courage,  for  obtaining  of 
what  they  termed  their  rights. 

The  nccefTary  refult  ft,  that  the  ipi)licfation  of  ftieiigth  and  con* 
rage  muft  have  been  the  objefl  for  which  fueh  an  affembly  was  tc^ 
be  called,  it  not  being  the  purpofe  of  thofe  who  formed  it  to  obtain. 
laws  from  any  other  anthority  but  their  own  ;  haviri^  not  only  ia 
the  private  meetings,  but  public  declarations,  openly  profefled  that 
they  were  to  fcek  rcdrefs  from  th^ir  own  laws,  and  not  from  the 
law^  of  tliofc  they  termed  their  plunderers,  enemies,  and  oppreflbrSk. 

The  accortipliihiiient  of  fuch  a  purpofe  neceflarily  implies  the 
toverthrow  of  ail  fubordination  in  the  ftate,  the  abolition  of  the  cfta* 
bliihed  form  of  Parliatnent,  together  with  the  deftrudion  of  heredi* 
tary  monarchy,  mnd  the  fubverfion  of  every  fafcguard  which  the  wITt- 
dom  of  ages  has  eftabhmed  in  this  happy  country  for  tlie  peace  aal 
welfare  of  focicty,  for  the  cncoura  jcmcnt  of  iriduftry,  morality,  and 
religion,  for  the  pi-otedion  of  innocence^  and  the  punidiment  of  vice> 
and  for  the  fecur'c  'enjoyment  of  property,  of  liberty,  and  of  life 
hfclf.  Under  the  circuAittanccs  of  thefe  defigns,  deliberately  en- 
tertained, openly  avowed,  ihd  on  the  very  point  of  being  attempted 
to. be  executed,^  your  Committee  feel  that  they  have  cxtrcutcd  thtiir 
'duty  in  laying  before  yoiir  Ldrdftiips  the  important  refult  of  their 
inquiries  \  and  that  it  becomes  them  to  leave  it  to  the  wifdom  of 
Vour  LordfhijJs  to  confide?  what  Heps  it  may  be  proper  for  this 
"Houfe  to  lake  in  order  tb  manifeft  its  abhorrence  of  this  wicked 
'tonfpiracy ;  its  dcfire  that  every  proper  meafure  may  be  exerted  ill 
border  to  give  energy  and  rigour  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  br 
'which  the  fubj'eds  of  this  realm  are  protected  againfl  ihefe  criminu 
"^iirpofes  ;  knd  its  rcadinefs  to  afford  to  his  Majelty  every  degree  of 
]bfl»ilance  and  fupport  which  is  due  from  us  as  loyal  and  affeSionatc 
fubje(5\s,  and'  as  men  deeply  ihiprefFed  with  a  fenfe  of  th<  value  of 
the  blcfilngs  which  we  eryoy* 
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Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  to 
the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  dated  Whitehall,  Maf  19th}  1794^ 
inciofing  Four  Drafts  of  Pikes,  or  Spear  Heads. 

Mf  Lord,  WUtehdi*  May  rgfth,  tjg^. 

T  HAVE  received  this  morning  from  the  Sheriff  Depute  of  th« 
J|  county  of  Edinburgh,  autl^ntic  information  of  an  accidental 
tdircoTery,  made  on  the  xcth  and  16th  ult. ;  the  general  report  of 
which  I  fed  it  proper  to  ftate  to  yon,  as  it  feems  materially  con- 
neded  with  the^  Inqniry  in  which  the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Hou(e  of  Lords  is  now  ennged. 

The  creditors  of  a  bankrupt  having  received  information  that 
part  of  his  j^oods  had  been  embeaalcd,  and  were  fecreted  in  the 
boufe  of  an  individual,  the  ufoal  warrant  was  iflued,  authorifing  a 
fearch  to  be  made  in  the  fufpc^fced  place ;  and,  in  carrying  it  it  inta 
execution  00  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  the  officers  difcovefed  in 
a  private  place,  where  they  appeared  to  have  been  concealed* 
twelve  pike  or  fpear  heads  of  the  con(lru€bioA  and  dimenfioos  in 
the  indofed  draught.  The  )>roprietor  of  the  houfe,  who  hap* 
|>ened  to  be  from  home  at  the  time,  was  foon  thereafter  taken  tuto 
cuftody ;  and,  on  being  carried  before  the  proper  magiftrate  for 
examination,  refufed  to  give  any  account  oT  thefe  weapons,  to 
whom  they  belonged,  or  for  what  purpofes  they  were  intended. 
On  a  more  narrow  fearch,  there  was  like  wife  difcovered  in  a  pri^ 
"vute  and  concealed  part  of  the  houfe,  two  other  pike  or  fpear 
heads,  fimilar  to  the  others ;  two  battle  axes,  of  the  form  and  di- 
meofions  delineated  in  the  inclofed  paper ;  and  a  fhaft  or  pole  with 
a  fcrew  on  the  end,  fitted  for  receiving  either  the  (pear  head,  ot 
battle  axe.  % 

Immediate  inquiry  being  made  after  the  perfons  with  whom  this 
individual  had  lately  been  feen  in  company,  and  two  Uackfmiths 
being  mentioned  among  them,  their  houfes  and  ihops  were  imrae- 
diatuy  Cearched ;  one  of  the  two  was  alfo  taken  into  cuHody,  the 
other  cfcaped  and  abCconded.  I»i  the  (hop  of  the  firft  of  thele  men 
were  found  four  pike  or  fpear  heads  finifhed,  fitted  with  fcrews  and 
ibckets,  and  ready  to  be  fixed  on  (hafts  s  eight  battlr'ases,  alfo 

fitte* 
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fitted  and  finUhed ;  and  twenty  blades  more  not  quite  finiihed,  but 
nearly  fo. 

In  the  (hop  and  dweIling*houfe  of  the  other  who  had  abfcondedt 
no  fueh  weapons  were  found ;  but  the  apprentioeS)  on  being  exa- 
mined before  a  magtilratc,  acknowledged  that  the  pike  or  fpear 
heads  firft  ditDovered  had  been  privately  maau&6^ttred  in  Uietr 
mailer's  (hop  during  the  courfe  of  this  fortnight  paft^  and  carried 
privately  to  his  honfe  as  foon  as  completed. 

The  battle  axes  and  blades  appear  alfo  to  have  been  maaufaduicd 
within  this  fortnight  paft  $  and  were  intended,  as  the  maker  of 
them  fatd,  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  the  people  (honid  an  invafion 
take  pbce ;  hot  it  appears  that  to  his  apprentices,  whom  he  had 
employed  in  aiBfting  him  to  make  them,  he  pretended  they  were 
meant  for  a  gate :  An  account  obvioufly  falfe,  as  he  could  not  point 
out  any  gate  for  which  thefe  weapons  were  intended ;  nor  name  any 
perfon  who  had  ordered  him  to  frame  a  gate  of  So  particuhr  a 
conftruffioo. 

Thefe  circumftaBcea  hate  induced  the  magiftrates  to  commit  all 
the  perfons  concerned  for  examination ;  and  the  refult  of  the  in« 
quiries  which  are  at  prefent  carrying  forward  I  expe£l  will  be  re- 
ffularly  communicated  to  me.  It  is  proper  aUb  to  inform  your 
Lordinip  that  all  the  perfons  chiefly  concerned  s^ppear  to  have  beea 
Members  of  the  Britiih  Convention,  which  met  at  Edinburgh  iaft 
.  winter,  and,  iince  the  difperfion  of  it,  have  continued  the  mbft 
wBti^c  and  leading  perfons  m  the  Societies  whofe  Ddk^gates  com- 
pofed  the  principal  part  of  that  meeting ;  who  appear  at  prefent 
taking  meafures  for  calling  another  Conrention  of  the  fame  Mh 
ture,  which  they  expeded  ts  to  take  pUce  foon  in  England ;  and 
fome  of  whom  have  acknowledged,  that  the  propriety  of  the  indi* 
viduals  compofing  thefe  Societies  arming  themfelves  with  fpeara 
and  pikes  has,  within  thefe  few  weeks  paft,  been  the  fubjed  of 
converfation  amongft  them,  and  fteps  taken  for  cariying  that  pur> 
pofe  into  execution  with  caution  and  fecrecy. 

The  iilcnce  of  one  of  the  perfons,  the  mconfiftent  and  contra* 
di^lory  account  of  the  other,  and  the  flight  of  the  third,  throw  a 
very  (trong^  fufj^icion  on  the  punpofcs  and  intentions  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  this  tranfadton.  The  Sh^rifF  is  in  the  courfe  of  his 
duty  proceeding  to  inveftigate  t)ie  matter  more  accurately:  But  I 
eonlider  it  neceflary  and  proper  to  communicate,  through  your 
Lordfhip  to  the  Committee,  information  fo  intimately  connected 
with  the  ohjed  of  its  inquiries,  however  imperfedl  that  infordia* 
lion  ftill  is  ;  but  which  I  hate  no  doubt  will  foon  be  completed. 
I  am, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obedient 
The  Moft  Noble  Humble  Servant, 

Ihc  Manjuis  of  Sufiord.  HENRY  DUNDAS. 


He. 
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No.  2. 

Jifttcr  from  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  tm, 
the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  dated  Whitehall,  May  23d,  1794^ 
inclofing  Copy  of  a  printqd  Paperj  caicd  Pundee,  i2tl\'.  • 
April  1794-  . 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  23d  May  1794^ 

I  HAV£  received  this  morning  farther  accounts  from  th^- 
^enff  Depute  of  Edinburgh  of  the  tranfadioii  ftated  in  my  laft 
letter ;  and  the  r^fult  of  the  inquiries  fince  tnade  by  tbat  magif*.- 
tratCy  and  which  arp  ft  ill  ^'^^K  forward,  appear  to  me  of  fucfa  % 
mature  as  ^o  dcfervic  tKc  particular  attention  of  the  Secret  Coii|«: 
mittee,  -    . 

Qne  of  the  individuals  mentioned  in  my  former  le^^er  has  fince- 
siade  a  difcbiure  ;  and  a  perfon  fince  taken  into  euftodyt  and  whc^ 
appears  to  have  been  privy  to  the  whole  tranfadUon,  ha^  coiifeire4 
that  ihefe  weapons  were  the  firft  of  a  very  large  number  and  quan^ 
tity  adually  ordered  to  be  made,  and  intended  \q  be  privately  diT- 
pcrfed  amon^  the  members  of  the  various  Societies  throughout 
Scctlan(],  ftyiing  thetnfclvc^  Friends  of  the  People,  and  who  ap» 
pear  to  be  at  pTcfent  employed  in  taking  meafures  for  calling  to* 
gether  another  Britjfh  Conveption  of  Dclegate^^  to  be  held  in  Eng-* 
&nd.  An  order  has  been  given  from  one  to\ifn  alone  in  Scotland, 
for  a  large  quantity  of  weapons  of  the  nature  ^cicribed ;  no  lefs  % 
number  thnn  four  thoufand  has  been  mentioned,  and  more  are  in- 
tended to  be  diftributed  tn  Edinburgh.  Enuflaries  appear  alfo  io: 
have  been  difpatched  witliin  this  fortnight  or  three  weeks  paft  to 
the  maniifadliiring  towns  in  the  Weft  of  Svptland,  for  the  purpofa 
of  founding  the  inclinations  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  there  whoi 
are  known  to  be  n\embers  of  thefe  Societies  $  and  thctc  is  reafoi|. . 
to  believe,  from  information  received  from  various  different  quarters^  . 
that  thefe* perfons  have  by  no  means  bejjn  unfuccefsful. 

Patfley  is  in  parp'cular  alluded  to  as  being  in  a  fta^e  pf '  gpreat 
readij^cfs ;  aud  there  has  been  pofitive  information  rcccive4 
thn>^'gh  other  cbanntls,  thai  within  thpfe  three  weeks,  perfons  of 
that  defen'ption  hjjve  aflc]nnbled  themselves  to  a  very  confiderablo 
|i\imbcr  in  the  night-time  for  the  purpofe  of  pra6l)^ng  the  ufc  of 
arms.  The  particulars  of  this  information^  and  the  extent  tq 
which  thefe  meetings  have  proceeded,  are  at  prefcnt  matter  of  in% 
quiry  with  the  proper  magiitrates  of  the  place,  l^ut  th^  re{ult  ha) 
pot  yet  been  received. 

The  formation  of  this  plan  is  now  traced  Jiome  to  certain  per- 
fon s,,fo  me  of  whom  are  in  cuftody,  who  appear  to  be  entrufted  by 
thefe  Societies  in  Scotland  with  the  moft  unlimited  powers  in  di- 
reeling  their  future  proceeding?,  carrying  on  their  corr^fpondence, 
and  who  ae'l  as  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  confiding  of  a  certain 
nnn-.iA-r  of  perfons  the  principal  and  moft  adive  members  of  the 
IijriLi(l>  Convention.    The  ^hgofing  of  delegates  to  the  cxpe6tc<| 


Convention  in  England,  the  place  of  whofe  meeting  is  not  yet  di« 
vulgcd»  and  the  raifing  of  CQiitribiittont  among  the  various  Socie- 
ties throughout  Scotland  for  drfraytnfir  the  charges  of  fuch  dek* 
grates*  appear  to  be  the  material  part  o?  their  preient  emplcmnentf 
and  in  which  it  would  feem  th^  bate,  made  fome  progrels ;  and 
it  is  the  fame  Committee  who  have  £or  thefe  ibme  weeks  paft 
been  confulting  and  taking  meafures  for  surminff  themfelves  and 
tlie  n^embers  of  the  various  clubs  with  pikes  and  battle-axes»  and 
vrlio  have  employed  the  perfons  above-mentioned  in  manufadur- 
iog  them.  The  fcheme  appears  to  have  been  firft  propofed  and 
l^preed  upon  about  a  month  ago ;  to  have  been  fmc^  carried  on 
With  the  utmoft  (ecrecy  and  caution  ;  and  the  weapons,  fo  far  as 
iiaa  yet  been  difcovered»  mai^ufadured  by  fuch  perfons,  in  fuch 
fmaU  quantities,  in  fuch  eircumfbtnces,  and  under  fuch  pretenceSf 
as  not  to  render  the  proved  of  the  work  probably  liable  to  fuf« 
pinion. or  dctedion ;  and  it  was  brought  to  h^ht  by  the  very  acei* 
dental  and  fingular  incident  which  I  mentioned  in  my  zormer 
letter. 

I  have  the  f^tis£|ftion  pf  obferying,  that  the  magiftrates  and 
oi|ccr8  pf  the  law  in  Scotland  have  been  and  ftiU  continue  a&ive 
in  the  fearches  and  inquiries  making  at  the  different  fiifpe^ed 
places  within  their  refpedive  juiifdi&'ons.  In  Perth  and  Dunaee 
nothing  has  been  difcovered  which  can  lead  me  to  lielieve,  tl^t 
meafures  have  been  taken  in  either  of  thefe  places  for  making  arms» 
the  manu&dure  of  which  feems  to  have  been  confined  to  Edjn^ 
burgh,  and  intended  to'have  been  gradually  difperfed  irom  thence 
to  fnch  places  as  required  them.  No  fuch  weapons  have  been  dif- 
coietc4  at  Paifley  or  its  neighbourhood,  though  the  intention  oi 
arming  and  holding  regi^sr  nightly  meetings  are  perfefUy  afcer* 
tainod. 

Information  has  alio  been  communicated,  of  the  authenticity  of 
which  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  that  a  confpiracy  has  h^en 
{ormcd,  as  foon  as  a  proper  number  of  thefe  weapons  were  di)bi- 
buted  among  the  friends  of  the  People  in  Edinburgh,  to  feize  in 
the  night  the  perfons  of  the  principal  magiftrates  and  officers  of 
the  law,  the  banks,  the  public  offices,  guards,  and  prifon,and  after 
ioticing  the  foldiery  from  the  ca{Ue,by  kindling  a  fire  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  city,  to  intercept  them  on  their  rat  urn,  by  means  of  4if« 
fcrent  armed  parties  to  be  properly  ftationcd  for  tliat  purpofe. 

It  appears  likew^e  from  indifputable  fa£ls,  that  the  moft  fecret 
and  attful  means  have  been  and  are  fUIl  ufing  with  the  Fencible  &e^ 
nments  in  Scotland  to  excite  them  to  difobedience  and  mutiny. 
The  printed  paper  which  I  herewith  tr^mfmit,  has  been  induiO^ 
ottfly  circobted  for  that  purpofe. 

I  have  the  honour  tobe^ 

My  Lord,  ^ 

Yout  Loidfhip's  moil  obedient 
MmiMB  of  Staffotd.  Humble  fervant, 

HENRV  DUNDAS. 

Vol.  IV.  kk  Ifidoftd 
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Indofcd  in  Mr«  Dundas's  Letter  to  Lord  Pnvy  Seal,  datcdl 
May  23d,  1794. 

(Copy.)  • 
Fricndi  and  Brethren, 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  that  your  countrymen  are  in- 
formed,  That  fuch  is  your  attachment  and  love  to  them,  and  to 
your  native  country,  that  you  manfully  and  firmly  refolvc  not  to 
leave  it  upon  any  terms  contrar)*  to  tliofe  upon  which  you  were 
firll  engaged.  Your  countr)'men  love  you  ;  and  their  bearts 
would  be  as  much  wounded  to  part  with  you,  as  yours  woold  be  to 
be  feparated  from  them.  They  well  know  that  they  are  iafc 
under  the  protcftion  of  their  fathers^  theiryZw/,  their  hr^htrs  xa 
iomu ;  and  they  neither  wifh  nor  defire  any  other  defenders. — 
They  hope  and  believe  that  your  hearts  are  filled  with  the  &iiie 
fentiments; 

The  great  mafs  of  ^t  people  from  amongft  whom  you  haTC  in- 
lifted,  have  been  reprefcntcd  to  you  as  your  enemies ;— -believe  not 
the  affcrtion  ;  they  have  been  taught  to  confidevj^oit  as  foes;  but 
they  do  not  fear  finding  friends  among  their  brethren. 

Their  caufc  and  yours  is  the  fame—— The)'  are  poor,  but  tbcy 
have  honeft  hearts  ;  hearts  which  fympathize  m  your  caufe  :  They 
look  for  the  fame  jfriendfhip  and  the  (ame  fympathy  in  yon*  They 
rejoice  to  hear  tliat  you  are  becoming  daily  more  convinced  of  the 
great  truth  that  the  lanu  ought  to  be  the  fame  to  the  Highlander 
and  to  Lovjlmdcr  ;  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor ;  and  that  no  man 
can  be  compelled  to  take  up  arms,  by  any  authoriiy  wbaifoever^  un- 
lefs  h'u  own  incrtnalions  prompt  him  foto  do. 

This  truth  has  been  hitherto  carefully  concealed  from  you,  but 
it  is  not  lefs  certain.  The  aviU  of  your  //7/W cannot,  without  your 
own  confent,  feparate  you  from  your  families  and  friends,  although 
many  of  you  may  have  experienced  the  exertions  of  fuch  a  power, 
however  unjuft,  and  however  contrary  to  law. 

We  rcfped  and  admire  the  principle  which  induces  you  (though 
neccfTity  has  compelled  you  to  take  up  arms)  ft  ill  to  perfift  in  re- 
maining to  defend  your  friends  at  home ;  and  not  to  quit  a  coun- 
try which  holds  plcu^es  fo  dear. 

When  you  are  gone,  where  is  their  defence  ?— They  maybe  ei- 
ther left  without  protettion^  or  may  foon  fee  their  country  over-run 
hj  foreign  troops  ;  fuch  as  in  time  patt  have  already  Ihed  thcblood 
of  your  anceftors  without  provocation,  aiid  without  remorfe ;  and 
*  who  would  feel  perhaps  as  little  compiinAion  in  fhcdding  theirs. 

Prepared  for  every  deed  of  horror,  thefe  foreign  mercenaries 
may  violate  the  chaJHty  of  your  wives,  your  fiUers,  and  your  daugh- 
ters, and,  when  defire  is  latiated,  cruelty  may  rcfurae  its  place  in 
their  hearts,  as  experience  has  too  well  and  too  fatally  fhown  ;  and 
ftiends,  parents,  children,  brothers,  may  be  involved  in  one  com- 

*  The  words  in //tf/!wi  are  in  large  letters  in  the  prinud  cop7. 
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mon  flavghter.  The  cruel  maffacre  of  Glencoe  cannot  yet  be  for* 
gotten : — Arc  there  not  ambngft  you  whofe  forefathers  perifhed 
there  ? — Their  hearts,  throbbing  with  kindnefs  and  hofpitality, 
-were  pierced  with  the  daggers  of  their  treacherous  gueftjB ;  and 
the  feaft  prepared  by  the  hand  of  unfufpefting  friendfhip  .was 
clofed  with  a  fcene  of  blood  !— Such  is  the  return  for  kindnefs 
and  bofpitality— Such  the  prote£don  which  your  families  have  to 
cxpcft  3 !  ! 

How  will  they  then  look  around  in  vain  for  your  prote6ling 
care>  when  perhaps  you  are  fighting  at  a  diilance  in  a  foreign 
land  ?— But  they  hope  you  will  not  forfake  tjiena. — Stay,  oh  flay, 
and  defend  yourfamiliea  and  friends  \—for  that  purpofe  alone  you 
^tvcre  inrtfieii,'"''Thcy  are  ready  to  come  forward  for  you  in  the  vin- 
dication of  your  rlghti, 

Thoufands  join  in  the  fame  fentiments  with  you^  and  ardently 
•wifh  for  your  continuance  amongft  them.  The  ctrcumflances 
ufrhich  might  require  you  to  quit  your  country  have  not  yet  taken 
place, — ^No  invafion  has  yet  happened. — You  cannot  be  compelled 
to  go. — Leave  not  your  country. — Affert  yoU^  independence,— 
Your  countrymen  will  look  up  to  you  as  their/ro/^/?or/  and  guar^ 
Jtansf  and  will  in  their  turn  lift  up  their  arms  to  prote6t  and  afiift 
you. 

^  pundeci  April  zith,  I794> 


No.  3. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  t« 
the  Lord  Privy  Sealj  dated  WIutehall|  24th  May  1794* 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  24th  >'ay  1794* 

,  I  HAVE  received  no  further  accounts  of  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiries going  on  in  Edinburgh  ;  but  I  am  forry  to  ftate  that  I 
have  received  information  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Ren- 
frew, confirmed  by  lett<?r8  received  from  other  refpcftable  perfons 
in  Paiile^',  that  the  magiilrates  of  that  place  having,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  inquiries,  committed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  a  man 
to  cuftody  for  farther  examination,  a  confiderable  number  of  per- 
fons (fevcral  hundreds)  aiTemhkd  in  the  evening,  and  after  choofmg 
a  Frefident,  whom  they  addrcfTcd  by  the  title  of  Citizen  Prefi- 
dent,  voted  a  number  of  Refoliuions  to  the  following  purpofe : 

Thnt  a  National  Convention  Hiould  be  immediately  called,  to 
which  they  would  fend  delegates. 

•  That  they  (hould  not  petition  Parliament,  as  it  was  to  them^ 
felves  alone,  and  to  fuch  Convention,  they  could  look  for 
redrefa,  ^ 

kV?  TUcj 


tHi         Amm>n(¥6i«tit«oirbMMftTOP 

They  tlien  proceeded  to  confider  the  oondud  of  the  tba^mBd 
magiftratcs  In  committing  their  brother  citizen,  as  he  wat  tcnati  z 
And  after  mych  dtfcufiion  as  to  the  propriety  of  immedtatdj  re- 
leafing  him  by  force,  the  majority  feemed  indintd  to  take  miU 
i^eafures  firfti  and  to  fend  a  deputation  to  aik  hit  rekafc  ;  but 
the  magiftratet  having  received  information  of  what  was  intended, 
and  dilmiflcd  the  man  from  cuftody,  the  mob  difperltd  with  three 
cheers,  having  been  previoufly  inftruded  by  their  Prefident  to  ai>- 
ftain  from  further  tnmuk,  and  to  obfervc  a  peaceabk  and  orderly 
condufi. 

The  authority  of  the  civ3  magtftrate  is  in  the  mean  time  en* 
'   tirely  fuperfeded,  and  until  a  proper  force  is  fent  to  proted  them 
in  the  future  execution  of  their  duty,  which  hu  been  anzioofly 
lequired  by  the  iheriff  and  magiftrates,  they  dare  not  proceed  ia 
the  common  courfe  of  legal  and  judicial  inquiry  agatoft  any  of  the 
perfoBS  who  are  fufpc6^ed  of  being  concerned  m  thefe  violent  and 
tomultuary  proceedings.    But  it  cannot  efcape  the  obfervation  of 
the  Committee,  how  accurately  this  intelligence  correfponda  with, 
and  confirms  the  information  yefterday  communicated,  as  to  the 
iUte  of  the  minds  of  thefe  people  in  that  neichboui^ood,  the  alarm 
which  their  leaders  fed  as  to  the  refult  of  the  legal  inquiries  at 
prdfent  dapending,  and  the  regular  fyftenoatic  conaexion  between 
them  and  the  Itadcra  at  Edinburrii,  as  diicovered  from  the  jtt 
unfipjftf**  and  hafty  examinations  taken  in  that  city. 
I  have  the  honour  to  bct 
My  Lord, 
The  Mbft  Noble  Your  Lordihip's  moft  obedient 

Ihc  Nbrquis  of  Stafford.  Humble  lenrant, 

HENRY  DUNDAS. 


No.  4* 

I^etler  from  tShft  ItU(ht  Honourable  Mr.  Secretarr  1>aridas  to 
^die  Lord  Privy  Seal,  dhted  Whitehall,  27th  May  1794. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  ayth  May  1794. 

I  HAVE  this  taoming  received  farther  information  from  Scot- 
hnd,  Which  appears  to  me  prqper  to  be  communicated  to  t^ 
vonumttee* 

The  perfons  in  whole  euftochr  the  weapons  formerly  deferred 
^rere  foimd,  appear  to  have  aded  for  fome  time  pail  under  thli 
name  of  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  aopoioted  by  the  Brifilh 
Confentton  ;  and  to  have  be«n  empowered  by  the  various  Societies 
diroughout  Scotland  to  dired  all  their  future  proceedings,  by 
means  of  emiflaries  privately  difpatched  to  different  parts  of  the 
country.  The  Committee  bias  fignified  to,  and  ^icpared  a  num- 
ber of  the  Sodetiev  for  the  approaching  Convention  in  England  | 
may  of  whom  have  chof€%  910A  nll^  «•  m  Misyethnowa^  agiced 

to 
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to  chttfe  dekgaces  to  attend  it»  and  fubfcrfte  for  thctr  eipencea. 
The  time  aad  {dace  of  mcetinff  was  noC  dmi^^ ;  «nd  ware  to  )»• 
communicated  from  Edinburgh,  in  prober  time,  by  individuals  fd 
be  Tent  from  thenct  for  that  puipofe^  whole  arrival  was  dailj 
looked  for  hf  fevertd  of  th«  different  Societies.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  late  Convention  at  Edinbufjh  appears*  within  thm 
fortnight  paft»  to  have  been  difpatched,  and  to  have  aAuiiUj  per- 
formed an  extenfive  tour  through  the  weft  part  of  Scotland  ;  to 
have  viftted,  in  his  progrefs,  the  towns  of  Ql^etnsicrrj,  Palkirkt 
Stiriin^  St.  Ninian's,  Riiryth,  Kirkintuloch,  Camprie,  Glafgow, 
and  Paifley ;  in  all  oi  whieh  places  he  appears  to  have  net  with  the 
principal  perfons  concerned  in  thefe  Societies;  to  have  left  with 
them  and  the  members  of  the  Societies  copies  of  a  qJrcuUir  letter 
tirom  the  Committee  of,  Edinburgh*  and  inllru£^ed  them  in  what 
manner  they  were  in  future  to  carry  on  their  correfpondence ;  and 
io  have  fuggefted  to  them  the  propriety  of  fumi(hing  themfelvcs 
with  arms  for  the  purpofes  of  defence,  under  the  pretence  of  de- 
fending themfelves  againil  foreign  troops. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  diftribute  fome  of  the  weapons 
lately  difcovered  at  Edinburgh,  by  means  of  perfons  privately  dif- 
patcned  to  the  country  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  ieems  only  to 
liave  failed  in  its  execution  from  the  timidity  of  t^  pctfons  fi^i* 
cited  to  do  fo. 

An  individual  of  the  fame  defcription  has  been  taken  into  cuC- 
tody  in  the  country,  who  appears  to  have  commiflionedy  and  ac- 
tually received  from  England  fome  muikets  and  bayonets:  0« 
being  queftioned  by  the  prop'er  magiftrate,  he  has  refufed  giviii^ 
any  explanation  farther  than  that  he  commiflioned  them  in  the 
way  of  his  bufiners.-^But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  dealt  in 
fuch  articles  before ;  no  perfon  appears  to  have  commiffioned  him 
to  procure  any  fiich,  and  there  feems  to  be  full  evidence  «f  hit 
having  folicited  others  to  purchafe  what  they  of  themfelves  were 
not  thinking  of  or  wilhing  to  provide. 

He  admits  having  correfponded  with  the  London  Correfpond* 
i^g  Society  on  the  fuhycd  of  a  Convention,  aad  that  the  Society^ 
of  which  he  is  a  leader,  had  agreed  to  fend  delegates  to  it  as  ibon 
as  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  (hould  be  divulged. 

A  requifition  has  been  made  by  the  magiftratcs  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  Paiflcy  for  a  military  force  tp  pn>lk£t  them  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty,  and  in  their  perfons  and  properties,  which 
'    bas  been  duly  attended^  to.     It  is  with  much  fatisfadion  I  inform 
your  Lordftiip,  that  tKe  gentlemen  of  eilate  and  charader  in  the 
county  of  Renfrew  have  voluntarily  ftcpped  forward,  and  dcter^ 
atined  to  fupport  the  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrate. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip's  mod  obedient 
liumble  fcrvant, 

.^ENRY  DUNDAS, 


^    .        APPENPq:  TO  TBB  $£COtiD  REPORT,  «k. 

.•        '     *  No.  5. 

^tter  from  the  Right  Hohourable  Mr.  Secretary  Duniias  tm 
^     thej^ord  Privy  Seal,  dated  Whitehall,  ad  June  1 794- 

MyLordy        ^  -Whitehd^  zd  June  1794* 

THE  ififiofiftattbti'  I  have  receWed  this  morning  from  £din- 
burprh  cnaBW  mc  to*iUte  to  the  Committee,  that  the  tiuafa^ions 
communicated'ln  niy  former  letters  are  fiirther  cleared  up  by  the 
inquinet  which  have  fioce  t&ken  place  in  that  city. 

Some  of  the  perfons  who  abfconded  on  the  firtt  difcoTcry  of  the 
arms  concealed  in  certaiirlioures  have  been  difcovered  and  appnr* 
bended;'  and  the  refult  of  thefe  farther  inquiries  confirms,   in  al- 
moft  every  particular,  the  account  received  from  other  quarters, 
and  the  import  of  which  I  hhve  already  laid  before  the  Committee. 
The  ellabU(hmeBt  of  a  Secret  Committee  at  Edinburgh,  invcfted 
with  full  powers  to  dire£k  the  future  operations  of  the  Societies 
throughout  Scotland ;  the  '  regular  correfpondence  privately  car- 
ried on  by  means  of  emifTaries  dlfpatched  to  the  different  towns  ; 
{he  afcertaining  the  exad  number  of  perfons  in  thefe  Societies, 
who  were  direded  to  provide  themfelves  with  arms,  and  to  hold 
tbemfclves  in  readinefs  for  any  meafure  which  the  Secret  Com* 
mittee  might  in  due-  time  communicate,  are  confirmed  by  every 
account  and  information  which  the  magi  Urates  have  received; 
And  an  inoividualy  who  hat  been  lately  taken  into  cullody,  has 
confirmed  the  account  received  from  a  different  quarter  of  the 
dangerous  defign,  planned  by  the  Edinburgh  Committee,  of  ci- 
fediing  a  general  infurre£lion  as  foon  as  they  were  ready  and  pre- 
pared for  carrying  it  into  execution,  by  the  feizure  of  the  pnn« 
cipal  magiftrates  and  officers  of  the  law  at  midnight,  and  pofTefll 
ing  themfelves  of  the  prifons  and  public  offices,  as  ftated  to  your 
Lordfliip  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  May,  and  then  communicated 
through  a  different  channel  from  that  through  which  the  prefent 
confirmation  of  thefe  circumilances  has  been  received.     The  plan 
feems  not  only  to  have  been  di  feu  (Ted  and  deliberated  on  by  the 
ringleaders  at  Edinbui^h,  but  to  have  proceeded  a  certain  degree 
in  its  fteps  towards  aaual  execution,  which  appear  to  have  been 
conducted  with  the  utmoft  caution;  and  there  is  reafon  tobeU'evc, 
that  the  execution  of  the  plan  was  not  to  be  confined  to  Edin- 
burgh, but  was  meant  to  take  place  in  fome  of  the  moil  confider- 
ablt  towns  in  Scotland  on  a  certam  day,  and  at  one  and  the  fame 
time.     The  pruper  and  ufual  (leps  have  been  taken  for  bringing 
the  offenders  to   trial ;  and  thofe  againft  whom  ^e  information 
chiefly  points,  are  detained  in  cuftody. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  I-K)rdniip'8  moft  obedient 
liuiuble  fcrvant, 

HENRY  DUNDAS, 


PAPERS,  ACCOUNTS,  ESTIMATES,  &p. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  IN  THE 
COURSE  OF  THE  SESSION. 

THE  following,  relative  to  the  -ftate  of  Nova  'Scotia  and  New  - 
Brunfwicky  were  prcfented  and  laid  on  the 'table,  Friday, 
Feb.  zu 

No.  I.     Exiraa  of  a  Letter  from  Lelutenant^Govemor  IVetitvortb  ^0 
Mr,  Secretary  Duwiai ;  date^  Hai'ifax'^  22d  March  1793. 

I  am  diligently  taking  preparatory  fteps  for  calling  out  the  ift- 
ternal  force  of  the  province,  whenever  his  Majefty's  fervice  may 
require  it;  and  have  no  doubt  £even  or  eight  thouland  good  men 
may  be  afiembled  readily,  in  cafe  that  meafurc  (hould  become  oe- 
ceifary. 

No.  2.     Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Wentworibto 
Mr,  Secretary  I)undas  ;.  dated  HaUfax^  Zld  March  1793. 

I  am  deeply  penetrated  with  the  moft  grateful  fenttmcnts,  fpr 
the  confideration  his  Majefty's  fcrvants  have  been  plcafed  to  take 
0n  my  propofal  for  i ailing  a  provincial  regiment,  which  I  can  com- 
plete in  a  very  (hort  time,  with  able  men,  moftly  ufed  to  fervire^ 
and  would  be  a  great  and  moil  ufeful  addition  of  force  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's fervice  ;  more  particularly  in  cafes  of  eitiergency,  or  inimi- 
cal attempts  on  thefe  provinces,  wherein,  from  their  knowledge  of 
the  country,  their  habits  of  travelling  and  hardftiip,  they  might  be 
•f  ftogular  utility. 

No.  3.     Extras  of  a  Letter  from  r^ieutenant-Governor  JVentworth  to 
Mr, Secretary  Dundas;  dated HaLf ax ^  Nova  Scotia^  id  May  1 793» 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  to  me,  dated  Wliite- 
haU,  8th  February  1793,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  commands  that 
I  fliould  inftantly  take  the  fteps  ncceflary  to  vaifc  a  corps  of  600 
men ;  and  that  his  Majefty  was  moft  gracioufly  pleafed  to  allow 
me  to  be  Colonel  of  faid  corps. 

I  moft  humbly  intreat  permtflion  to  ejcprefs  that  I  fcel  the 
higheft  and  .moft  dutiful  fenfe  of  this  mark  of  his  Majefty's  muft 
gracious  condefcenfton  and  royal  favour,  which  rauft  animate  my 
unceafing  zeal  and  exertions  in  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

in  humble  obedience  thereto,  I  immediately  iftued  orders  for  en* 
lifting  mei:^  and  have  now  eighty  atteft^d,  and  in  the  barracks  io, 

this 
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Ait  town )  tweoty  of  whom  iang  wanted  b^  Brigadier  Gcacraf 
Of  3ne  aad  Caplm  Affleck,  for  the  cx|)ediuoii  now  piocccdiDg 


vnder  their  command^  offered  to  go  on  board  the 
tarily>  but,  haTine  (ioce  procnred  men  more  ufcd  to  the  ira.  Cap- 
jiain  Afflcdi  baa  difpanfisd  wtih  ibdr  lierficeft.  .1  ha^  not  «ny  te* 
tnmi  from  the  recruiting  parties  in  the  cooatvf)  boc  hoar  eeac- 
laUy  that  they  are  very  (ucceftful,  infomnch  thai  I  have  the  SjktL 
btfpe  to  compkte  the  rMriment  in  a  few  months. 

In  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  I  fignificd  to  Uciite* 
naat  Cobpel  Robinfon,  and  (ince  I  hare  had  the  nonour  to  receive 
yonr  letter  of  the  27th  of  Febmar^  <79.3f  I  fignificd  ^o  Mp^ 
Sarchy,  his  Majeftjr't  pleafure,  in  his  nomination  to  be  limitenast 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  to  be  railed  in  Nora  Scotia,  ftom  tfce 
former  I  have  not  received  any  anfwer,  as  the  poft  is  not  yet 
ttrnved* 

M^or  Barclay  is  hi^y  fenfiUe  o&  and  hombly  gatdiil  Jbr  tbe 
|M>ttour  done  him  in  this  mark  of  the  ro^  fiiwMir,  and  is  ready  in 
.  every  way  to  exert  his  beft  abilities  in  his  Majefty's  fervicr,  vriiicli 
lie  confiders  may  be  moft  effeflually  promoted  by  his  being  em- 
ployed to  taife  a  regiment  of  Militia  Volunteers,  to  be  comipanded 
by  reQ>edable  half-pay  officers,  and  to^be  compofed  of  men  vrfao 
have  lenred  under  them  refpedively,  and  who,  from  their,  bavioflr 
farms  and  fiimih'es,  cannot  enlift  io  the  regiment  now  railing.  This 
rq^MSent  to^oafift  of  ten  cbofen  compaoaet,  two  uf  which  to  be 
SBtilleryy  and  one  of  horfe,  to  be  well  difciplincd,  and  ready  to 
march  to  the  defence  of  any  part  of  the  province— and  more  par^ 
ticnlarlj  to  defend  that  part  of  the  province  which  Is  moft  expofed 
to  hoible  incurfions  on  the  Bays  ot  St.  Marr's,  Annapolis,  nod 
Fundy,  to  be  paid  and  fubfifted  only  when  aaoally  employed  aad 
called  agaioft  an  enemy,  and  no  other  expence  whatever.  This 
corps,  to  confift  of  1,000  men,  will  be  of  the  higheft  utility  to  hia 
Majeify's  fervice,  and  indeed  almoft  eflential  to  the  fafety  of  the 
province,  while  his  Majefty's  regular  eflablifhed  regiments  are  with* 
drawn,  i  have  therefiore  acceded  to  his  ie<|iieft  to  relign  his  nonst- 
tion,  and  to  be  employed  in  the  militia  regiment,  where,  J  am  por- 
fuaded,  he  can  be  more  ufeful  to  his  Majeily's  fervice,  and  whidi 
will  alfo  be  more  convenient  to  his  private  affairs,  ^ptrcizlly  asi&e 
Vi  Speaker  of  the  Houfc  of  Aflembiy  in  this  province. 

Captain  Howe,  late  of  his  Majefty's  104th,  ami  Captain  Aid- 
rid?e,  late  of  his  Mzjelly^s  40th  regiments,  applied  to  ferve  in  thia 
regiment  upon  half-pay  only,  and  without  claim  of  rank.  Mr. 
Tonge,  now  Adjutant,  and  on  leave  from  the  60th,  has  alfo  offered 
his  fer vices  upon  the  fame  terms.  As  thcfe  gentlenkfn  are  highly 
refpcdiable  in  this  province,  and  pre-eminently  diilinguiibed  £[»* 
their  military  accompliQimcnts,  and  may  be  of  the  greatell  fervice 
in  forming  a  new  raiii'd  regiment^  and  no  expence  incurred  by  Oo* 
vemment  thereby,  I  have  thought  it  exceedingly  beneficial  for  the 
King's  fervice  to  employ  them  in  raifing  and  difcipliuing  the  re- 
giment, until  his  Majefty's  pleafure.  is  ngnifiedt  upon  their  having 
commiffions  .re^^&ively.    The  SaTjg/^s  uppn  )ialf-p^>  rclident-in 

tut 
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tim  province,  are  generafly  mtrri^»  have  families,  are  fettkd  upoii 
fknnt»  and  oif  fuch  an  advanced  age,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
detnmental  to  them  to  leave  their  refpe&ive  fituations,  and  join  tne 
Nova  Scotia  regiment.  It  will  therefore  be  necefikry  for  me  to  no^ 
Bitoate  gentlemen  properly  qualified,  who, being  free  of  incumbraace^ 
will  ferve  on  half-pay»  until  his  Majefty't  pleafure  is  known.  Jh 
.the  nomination  to  the  other  commiflions,  I  (hall  mod  attentively  en^ 
dcavour  to  juftify  the  confidence  you  are  pleafed  to  honour  me  with, 
both  in  the  bed  poifible  economy,  and  in  recommending  for  com«> 
mifiions  from  the  fole  motives  of  the  moft  upright  duty  to  his  Ma* 
jetty's  fervice. 

With  the  utmoft  deference  I  intreat  your  favourable  recommenda- 
tion  for  his  MajUly*s  moft  gracious  permidion  to  call  this  **  The 
King's  Nova  Scotia  Regiment,"  an  honour  which  the  regiment  will 
codnvour  to  juftify  by  their  unremitted  fidelity  and  emuldus  eker« 
lions  in  his  Majefty's  fervice. 


}Joi  4*     Extras  nf  a  Litter  from  iMUtenant^Govemor  fTentworti  As 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundiu  s  dated  HaRfaXf  ibtb  Afay  1793. 

This  town  being  left  with  fo  fmall  a  garrifon,  and  apprchenfions 
.prevailing  among  the  inhabitants  for  the  fafety  of  the  place,  I  have 
exerted  every  poffible  diligence  to  recruit  the  regiment,  which  now 
exceeds  three  hundred  and  thirty.  Two  himdred  and  (ixty-nine  of 
them  are  in  this  garrifon,  and  completely  fit  for  duty ;  the  remainder. 
are  on  recruiting  parties,  or  on  their  way  to  join  the  regiment. 

It  has  been  abfolutely  necelFaiy  to  augment  the  levy  money,  which: 
I  will  ofe  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  average  as  low  as  poflible ;  and' 
I  truft,  in  a  fliort  time,  to  have  the  honour  tt>  report  the  regiment 
complete,  and  a  fine  body  of  men,  as  the*  prefent  numbers  are. 


No.  5.     Extras  of  a  iMter  from  Lieutenant'-Govemor  Wentworti  t9 
Mn  Secretary  Dundas  /  dated  HaUfaxy  i^h  June  1 793* 

The  militia  are  forming  with  great  zell  and  adivity  into  a  power* 
ful  defence  for  the  province ;  the  regiment  belonging  to  this  towft 
are  near  600  ftrong — completely  armed  from  his  Majelly's  Ordnance  • 
Office ;  being  themfelves,  like  the  other  militia  of  the  province,  per- 
fonally  UBprovided.    Thefe  are  two  days  each  week  embodied  and 
tr^necL    To  them  are  added  a  company  of  artillery,  confifting  of 
55  of  the  principal  merchants  add  freeholders  in  the  town,  who  are 
daily  cxercifed  in  their  duty;  alfo  armed  from  his  Mi^efty^s  Ordnance 
Oiief  J  aitli  «re  to  put  themflelves  under  his  Majefty's  artillery  officer 
in  this  garrifon,  m  cafe  of  any  invafion  or  other  emergency.    Thefe 
two  corps  are  to  aflemUe  in  fifteen  minutes  alarm  upon  the  Parade 
is  this  garrifon,  and,  I  9m  perfoaded,  will  yt^^t  a  good  body  of 
nen,  as  many  of  them  have  ferved  in  the  army,  and  the  officers  are  ' 
rcfped^able  and  experienced.    I  have  taken  iectirity  fbtTetum  ofiall  * 
the  arms  and  accoutrements  ifiitcd  from  the  Ordmmcc  Office^  when« 
ever  they  may  be  icqukrd. 

Vol.  IV.  U  The 


r4i»  mmt»  UUATnrflr  TCI  IffOVJl  SCOXtti.  A 

Tb^MimeBt  fdmitote  vndei'  Colonel  Jaiaet  DdtnqFv  nd'Lictak 
taMt-ColoiicA  TboBitt  uarcbfy  of  one  tfaoufiindchdirii  mm»  noA 
of  whom  hsc9t  been  in  the  anny»  and  are  covmisided  hf  ofieno 
ii||o»  holf-pavi  who»  upon  thi»  oocafcw,  with-  gmt  lo^alt^  aadat* 
togbment  to  hit.  Majefty'a  fcnricB^  ^ttatdrilf  enmpe  in  tibk.icg*- 

laent^ and  wh^n  armed  ham  the OfdoanceO&ce (thene. faeiag i 

other  in  the  country)  thcy.engi^  to  de&od,  to  thfinviamftif 
the  eoafts  on  Saint  Marf 'Si  Antta|)oH»».and  the  Bay-of  Eondr 
^th  the  rreateft  pofiiUe*  fpeed  w  repair  to  any  other  parr  of  dnt 
wnmACc  Uizt  may  be  invndird,  or  whcneYcr  they  receive  iny  ordiei* 
ror  that  purpofe.  As  mod  of  them  have  horfcsy  tbi&  coipa  w«Md4 
in'  the  courte  of 'fire  dm*sr  be  aSemUed  m  any  part  of  the  poovince* 
The  other  regimentsioc  militia  are  forminff.  as-fiiil  aatpofiUr;  ani 
I  have  the  gyeateft  pleafure  in  reprcfenting»  titat.  botk  mm  an^ 
ofiff ra.  me^  mqr  endeavours  far  hi$Majc£b/8  fervicn  witk  the  grcataA 
alacrity. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  inftrudions  from  the  Mafter  Ge- 
neral of  the  Ordnance,  and  delivered  them  to  the  principal  officer  ia 
Aifl  gilfrifoR>  who  has  ilTiied  arms  and  accoiHremcntii  fbr  hirlia* 
jefty's  regiment  now  raifin?  nnder  my  command.  Therr  are  alfo 
la  Kore  man3r  more  than  wifi  be  wantea  for  the  regi«ient  aaiiig'  in 
New  Brunfwick,  and  of  the  bcfl  quality.  I  have  hook  rtrr  ftcoeC^ 
ful  in  recruiting,  being  now  about  400  men  ;  and  have  the  Mft  pso^ 
^,c&  of  its  being  foon  m}r  duty  to  report  the  reginncilt  cottpkUi 

Commodore  George  failed  the  3ifl  May  frqm  tht8;helib6ur»  in  hii 
Majefly's  frigate  tlie  Hufiar,  to  keep  the  coafta  dear  of  any  hoftile 
cnnzers  that  mav  attempt  to  iaaoy  the  trade  or  Settlements  to  the 
weft  ward  i  and  aUo  to  proted  the  traofports  exjK^ed  frooi  Ntw 
Brunfwricky  with  his  Majcfty's  6th  regiment  of  fcoti  to  make  op  a 
dect  with  the  63tb|  to  proceed  to  Barbadoes,  under. con vqy  of  tfai^ 
Alligator,  upon  her  arrival  with  Brigadier- General  Ogilvie  and  the 
troops  from  St.  Pierre's  in  Newfoundland,  which  may  be  about  the 
]^tkiirfUnt# 


Ko.  6.    Extras  of  a  Letter  f rim  Luutetumt-G(yoem9r  Went^oforth  to 
Mr.  Sicretary  DunJat ;  dated  Halifax^  z^d  July  179J. 

'  I  beg  leave  to  reprefent,  with  the  ntmoft  rcfped^,  that  on  die  1 9th 
Inftant  his  Majefty's  frigate  the  Bofton  appeared  bff  this  harbour  to 
take  a  pilot*  for  the  American  coads ;  upon  which  Brigadier-Gene* 
ral  Ogilvie  ordered  the  fignals  of  alarm  to  be  made.     The  King's 
Nova  Scotia  regiment  were  in  a  few  minutes  paradei?,  and  the  firft  ' 
battalion  of  Halifax  mifitia  ailembled,  completely  armed,  in  ftftad^ 
xmnnte^  before  the  Government  houfe*    It  gives  me  great  pleaiVtre  * 
in  reporting  the  alacrity  and  loyalty  this  militia  battalion  maotfefted 
upon  this  occafion  ;  and  I  am  fully  pcrfuadcd  they  will  amply  jnftify 
itiy  confidence^in  them,  whenever  his  Majefty's  fervice  may  caU  them  ' 
infeofldioiw    The  alarm  fifloaja  were  fupprefled.  befiore  they  had' 
xcachad  tl^e  other  militia,  who  were  all  regulated  to  march  with  dii^ ' 

• .       ^        *  patch 
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patcli  ^o  whatever  part  of  the  province  the  fignals  of  alarm  require 
Giem  ;  each  man  with  a  blanket,  ten  days  provifions,  and-th^beft 
itrms  lie  <:an  procure.  In  cafe  of  any  invaGon  on  this  towDf  I  wi)I 
hi  t^venty  minutes  put  under  the  command  of  Brigadier^Qencral 
QjgUvic  900  militia^  in  two  hours  to  be  reinforced  with  600,  b'eing. 
die  fccond  battalion,  who  refide  a  few  miles  round  the  town,;  Md 
%h^€€  i(s  lad  as  'poffiblef  by  the  militia  kgion  pf  Nova  Scotia,  con« 
fidin^  of  i,o6q  efie€live  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Sarclay,  aa4 
bthcr  refpe^able  officers  upon  half-pay.  The  privates  many  or  them 
liaving  ferved  laft  war,  thefe  are  prepared  with  horfos  to  expedite. 
and  arrangements  are  taken  to  -move  inflantly  toward  the  place  ot 
alarm,  and  there  form  under  their  refpe6tive  companies. 

The  company  of  miirtTa  artillety  of  this  town  were  among  tbc 
firft  on  the  Parade,  completely. armed,  and  tjothedin  uniform,  at 
their  own  expence.  They  continue  daily,  and  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence^ to  prepare  themfelves  for  ufefulnefs  with  the  divtfion  of  royal 
artillery  in  this  garrifon,  and  may  be  fafcly  relied  on  as  an  additional 
company  of  60  men  to  that  corps,  Thefc  are  compofed  of  very  re- 
fpedable  men,  generally  of  extenfive  bufmefs  and  property,  both  ii| 
tnis  country  and  in  England.  Amoi\g  the  privates  are  men  of  lOoL 
to  600L  per  annum  clear  eftate,  who  from  a  declared  principle  of 
loyalty,  and  utter  abhorrence  of  French  democratic  tyranny,  havic 
voluntarily  offered  their  ferviccs. 

The  remaining  mQitia  of  the  province  are  perfefUy  well  HifpoTedt 
and  will  defend  his  Majefly's  government  &ithfully*  In  cafe  pF 
emergency  4,000  of  thefe  will  Join  me,  and  in  extreme  urgency 
2,*ooo  more  may  be  expedled ;  which  will  make  the  whole  militia 
ftrei^h  9,160  men,  including  officers. 


Vo.  7,  Extra ff  of  a  Letter  frmi  LAeutenant^Govemor  IVentworth  t9 
Mr.  Secretary  rDundas  i  (toted  IlaiifuXf  Nova  Scotia,  2^tb  -^ygv/i 
1793- 

I  mod  refpeflfuUy  beg  leave  to  prefent  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  hononr  of  your  letter,  dated  Whitehall,  6th  July 
1793. — In  obedience  thereto,  I  have  notified  to  Major  Bayard  hit 
Majcfty's  plcafure,  that  Major  Kearney  (hould  fucceed  to  the  Lieu* 
tenant- Colonelcy  of  the  provincial  corps  raifmc;  under  my  CQmman4 
in  this  province,  vacant  by  the  refignation  of  Major  Barclay  ;  an4 
that  Major  Bayard  faould  fucceed  to  the  Majority  in  the  faid. 
corps,  vacant  by  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant-Colottel  .Kearney; 
Major  Bayard  mod  dntifuHy  conforms  to  his  Majefty'^  pleafure  \ 
and  it  is  a  juOice  due  to  him,  that  I  entreat  permiffion  to  reprefexxt 
that,  having  hitherto  afled  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regimenti 
with  indefatigable  zeal,  attention,  and  liberality,  I  have  therebf^ 
been  efTenttally  aided  in  ratling  and  difciplining  them  into  a  corpt 
that  obtains  the  approbation  of  all  military  men  who  fee  them, 
The  other  airangements  of  the  regiment  (hall  be  carefuUy  adjulled 
by  the  inftru£tiQns  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fignify.  As  the  corp^ 
i^M  been  on  duty  fmce  May  laft,  it  has  been  indifpeniably  acceftary 

11  «  to 
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to  Amtfli  the  men  fome  dothiog,  which  (being  fommer)  im  com^ 
fined  to  a  cap,  jacket,  trowferty  and  ihirt,  (hoet,  bucklem^  aia^ 
ftock.  Thefe  wHl  iervc  fpr  neaHy  five  months,  and  be  much  clftea 
to  Government  than  the  full  clothing,  had  tber  arriTed  in  ^i 
the  accounts  whereof,  and  the  other  accounts  of  theTCginene* 
^  completing  to  the  24th  of  Auguft,  to  be  tranOBiitted  bj  tbe 
packet. 

I  have  prevailed  on  Brigadier-General  OgHvie  to  ^ue  looie 
cannon,  fmall  arms,  and  ammunition  for  the  defence  of  ohdhomcy 
Liverpool,  Lunenburg,  and  Windfor,  and  hope  I  ihaB  be  ma  fi»c- 
cefsfiu  in  behalf  of  Beaver  Harbour,  Country  Harbour,  and  N£aa- 
chefter,  where  there  are  confiderable  filheries,  and  the  two  laft 
oromiiing  fettlcments,  more  efpeciatty  as  they  folicit  but  a  moderate 
lupply. 

The  greater  part  of  the  French  armament  mentioned  in  my  d tT* 
patch  (No.  25)  foon  after  that  date  arrived  at  New  York  and  Bofton^ 
and  ff  om  continually  repeated  informations  from  the  United  States 
were  making  preparations  for  a  defcent  (as  there  believed)  on  this 
barbour ;    and  it  fuccefsful,  afterward  upon   Newfoundland.     It 
therefort  became  neceflary  to  repair  the  defences ;  an4  that  the  Bri- 
eadier-General  mi^ht  make  the  moft  ufefuldifpofitions,  I  informed 
Eim  of  the  ftrength  and  local  fituation  of  the  whole  militia,  and  the 
times  in  which  they  coiild  be  aflfembled.     He  has  accordingly  given 
orders  to  the  firft  and  fecond  battalions  of  Halifax,  and  the  ardlkry 
companj,  and  the  men  are  enrolled  to  their  different  batteries  and 
pofts ;  firom  the  firft  battalion  he  has  been  fumifhed  with  able  men 
in  companies,  to  the  number  of  5^0  men,  under  proper  officers,  to 
repair  and  mount  the  batteries,  in  which  they  have  fo  vigor  oufly 
exerted  themfelves,  that  all  ^rc  finilhed  for  the  prefenr>  and  the 
corps  difmified  to-day. 


No*  8.     ExiraS  of  a  Letter  from  Major»General  O^w  /a  Mr.  S^ 
aretary  Dundoi^  dated  HoT^axt  %tb  03.  1793. 

•  I  am  to  reprefent  that  the  garrifon  of  this  place  confifts,  at  nrr- 
lentj  only  of  a  weak  company  pf  artiller)-,  and  one  hundred  ef- 
fedlve  men  of  th-  King's  own  regiment:  That  the  provincial 
Corps  raifed  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Wcntworth,  far  from  bein^ 
complete,  at  this  time  wants  nearly  two  hundred  men  upon  thetr 
fctums. 

In  confequence  of  the  flrong  naval  force  of  the  enemy,  which  hat 
been  for  fome  time  upon  the  American  coaft,  I  took  early  precan* 
lions  for  putting  this  harbour  in  fuch  a  (late  of  defence  u  our 
ftien^h  would  admit  of,  by  repairing  fome  of  the  batteries,  and 
ercdhng  a  new  one  i  in  the  room  of  two  others},  which  has  been  exe- 
cuted with  the  ftricleft  economy";  and  I  have  reafon  to  truft  we  " 
ftall  be  able  to  repel  a  confiderable  fea  force.  Every  affiftance  has 
been  afforded  to  carry  thefe  meafures  into  efFed,  and  for  manning 
the  batteries,  by  Commodore  George  and  Commifiioncr  Duncan  ; 
»Qd  Litutenani-Govcrooz  Wcntworth  gave  ^e  neceflary  direfUoni 

for 
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for  aflembling  the  militia  on  an  emergency  ;  thofe  of  the  town  of 
Halifax  afliiled  with  great  alacrity  in  repairing  the  feveral  batteries. 
—From  the  (late  of  the  works  on  the  Citadel  Hill|  and  the  other 
poftsi  it  would  have  been  impradicable  to  have  repaired  them,  fo 
as  to  be  tenable  againd  a  land  force,  from  which  we  have  little 
'danger  t.>  apprehend,  until  an  enemy  can  be  in  poiTcdion  of  the.ha^ 
bour ;  we  have  guarded  therefore  againll  any  attempt  the  Freoch 
fleet  may  be  led  to  make. 

I  reported,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  at 
'Quebec,  the  Heps  I  had  taken  In  fortifying  the  harbour* 


•No.  g.     ExtritB  of  a  Letter  from  LieulenanuGovmnor  Weniwvrth  /# 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundoi^  dated  Halifax^  Nova  Scolia,  iQtb  OSolcr 

I  beg  leave  moll  refpecl fully  to  rcprefent,  that'by  informatiooi 
lately  received  from  his  Majedy's  Conful  at  Philadelphia,  dirc^ed 
to  Commodore  George,  and  commuDicated  to  me ;  and  alfo  from 
various  other  information  and  concurrent  circumftances,  there  it  the 
gieateil  reafon  to  apprehend  an  huftile  defcent  on  this  place  to  be 
the  immediate  obje<5l  of  the  French  armament  now  ready.for  fea  iit 
New  York.  Mr.  Genet,  fince  the  efcape  of  Mr.  Galbaud,  hat 
fuccecdcd  in  re-uniting  their  force  for  an  enterprife  ;  their  merchant 
.veffels  are  laid  up^  and  the  men  put  oh  board  the  (hips  of  war^ 
many  tranficut  men  have  alfo  joined  them,  and  Mr,  HamikoOf 
his  Majelty's  Conful  in  Virginia,  writes  they  hare  aooo  regular 
troops. 

I  immediately  confulted  with  Brigadier- General  Ogilvle  and 
Commlffioner  Duncan,  who  are  both  tuUy  of  opinion  that  the  ex- 
pedition is  meditated  againfl  Halifax  ;  and  it  was  alfo  our  opinioa 
that  the  prcfcnt  garrifon,  and  the  tw^  battalions  of  militia  m  the 
town  and  its  immttdiate  vicinity,  were  not  adequate  to  the  defence 
of  the  town  and  harbour  againil  fuch  a  force  as  was  colle£^e<^  and 
may  be  expedled  to  attack.  Brigadier-General  Ogilvic  was  there 
fore  dellrous  of  a  reinforcement  from  the  militia,  which  I  commu- 
nicated to  his  Ma  jelly's  Council,  and  by  their  advice  I  have  itfucd 
orders. for  1000  men  to  be  marched  from  the  regiments  of  Hantz, 
'King's  County,  and  Annapolis,  into  Halifax,  with  all  polliblcdif- 
"patch.  Brigadier-General  Ogllvie  will  afford  all  the  barrack  rooi^ 
that  is  unoccupied ;  nearly  four  hundred  can  be  lodged  in  the  place 
I  had  prepared  for  the  rrench  prifoners  from  Saint  Pierre,  which 
1  had  the  honour  to  report  In  a  former  letter 

The  fervice  will  be  determined  within  a  month  of  this  date,  and 
the  militia  difmiBtJd,  that  the  expcnce  will  not  be  great,  although 
the  meafure  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  means  of  favinff  this 
town,  and  pofGbly  the  province,  from  depredation:  With  this  ad- 
dition to  the  garrifon  which  I  have  taken,  in  order  to  be  timelr 
reinforced,  (liould  there  be  occaHou,  I  trull  the  fccurity  of  thia 
j>iacp  ma^  be'fairl^  reUcd  oq. 

Every 


Ho*  lO.     Extras  ^  a  Utter  from  Lteutetumt'Gvvermr  Wentworib  to 

Mr,  Secretary  i)tmda* ;   dateii  NaiifaXf    Nova  Scotia^  gib  Nov^ 

1793- 

The  Nova  Scotta  provincial  regiment  gladljr  and  cheerfully  do 
^he  hr  gpreateft  part  of  the  duty  of  this  gamfon,  and  are  now  ia  an 
excellent  ftate  of  order  and  diicipline. 

The  clothing  and  accoutrements  are  arrived  in  good  order,  aod^ 
txcept  fome  little  part  of  the  white  doth,  every  thing  is  of  excel- 
lent quality.  I  cannot  fufficlently  exprefs  the  animated  gratitude 
-of  the  whole  regiment  for  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  favour^  in 
granting  the  colours  to  the  regiment,  which  we  will  endeavour  to 
prefervc  by  unceafing  exertion,  fidelity,  and  zeal,  in  his  Majefty'a 
fervicc. 

In  my  letter.  No.  28,  I  had  the  honour  u>  reprefent,  that  orders 
had  been  ifTued  fur  embodyinsr  a  reinforcement  of  militia,  for  the 
ilefence  of  this  garrifon  agamft  a  French  Republican  armament, 
then  preparing  at  New  York  for  an  enterprtfe  againft  this  town, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  Britlfli  trade  navigating  in  aad  near  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  About  a  thoufand  and  fifty  effedives, 
fxclufive  of  officers,  marched  into  town  with  all  poflible  fpeed  and 
alacrity.  Perhaps  a  finer  body  of  athletic,  healthy,  young  men, 
were  never  aflembled  in  anv  country,  nor  men  more  determmed  to 
do  their  duty.  They  performed  their  march  with  great  celerity. 
Captain  Willett^s  company,  of  Colonel  Barclay's  legion,  part  of 
>lhom  were  oti  daty  at  Annapolis  the  preceding  iday,  and  had 
|Darche4  home  lateen  miles,  marched  to  Halifax,  one  hundred  and 
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'Eftty  poffible  preparation  for  defence  is  made  at  Shelbu.mc»  X^ 
^eipool,  and  Lunenburg;  prope^  batteries  have  been  crt&edlij' 
the  militia  in  each  harbour  at  their  own  coft  j  and  Brigadier-Genc* 
Til  Ogihrte,  at  my  requeft,  has  ifliied  ordnance,  arms,  and  aaima* 
'«ttton  fnxit  his  Majefty 's  ftores  to  each  of  them.     Care  has  alfo  been  . 

taken  for  removal  of  property  into  inacceSible  places  in  the  woods*  j 

sind  for  the  fecure  retreat  of  the  inhabitants,  fltould  the  fuperior  ^ 

force  of  the  enemy  f ubdue  their  defences,  and  make  a  retreat  nc* 
•ccffitry,  which  1  am  perfuaded  will  not  be  reforted  to  without  a  i 

determined  and  fpirited.refi(lance.  ^ 

The  militia  of  Annapolis  Comity  have  offered  to  build  a  redoubt 
on  the  old  works  of  the  fort  at  their  own  expence,  and  to  defe^ 
that  part  of  the  country  themielvea,  being  aided  with  fome  caanoii, 
atms,  aird  ammunition,  which  I  {hall  requeft  Brigadier-Gcnenl 
Ogilvie  to  iffue  from  his  Majefty *s  ftores,  as  foon  as  I  can  procure 
.-»nd  fit  the  armed  veffel  direi^ed  for  b's  Majefty 's  fenrice  to  cury 
them  round. 

Commodore  Geoige  is  cruizing  on  the  coafts  to  proteft  them 
and  the  trade  from  predatory  infults,  and  to  convoy  a  large  malt 
■fttp  from  New  Bni^Wtck  to  this  place,  for  a  farther  convoy  to 
England. 
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ijrirtf-fiw  mikt,  ia  thhty-fiTc  houn  tntdliii^.  ErerrdintoOf  m 
they  arrived,  were  completely  armed  from  the  King^'a  Kom»  on  my 
reqmfiftion  ta  Bngadier*G«neral  OgUvie,.  who  alfo  witkgoeat  rea- 
dioe£i  iiCied  to  them  every  accommodation  o£  barracka  and  iieccf> 
iariea»  that  were  unoccupied  by  the  troops  in  the  garrifoii.  The 
ncB  immediately  appliea  themfelves  to  military  exercifeBy  ami, 
tieing*  every  man  ufed  to  arms>  acquired  great  eapertnefris  ihemoft 
cfiential  "parts  of  their  duty* 

Captams  Defbrllay  and  Rogers  inform  mCt  .that.tbafe.Iele&ed 
for  the  artillery  difcovered  the  mofb  uncommon  readinels  at  the 
great  guns,  and  that'  they  would  be  perfc^Iy  fatisfied  with  their 
aid»  that  I  think  the  artillery  would  have  had  ifufficlent  ftrength-^ 
and  ha^  been  wefl  ierved. 

It  is  a  very  pleaiing  part  of  my  duty,  on  this  occafion,  to  repre* 
Cent  the  loyal*  and  fprtted  co»du£i  of  the  tnilitia*  wh«  inftaotly 
obeyed  their  orders  to  march,  both  men  and  officers  o£  every  de^ 
CcriptioB  ;  nor  were  they  lefs  commendable  for  their  regularity  and 
gpod  order  on  their  march,  and  during  their  Aay  in  town  ^  not 
one  {mgle  complaint  having  been  made*  or  offence  known  aaumg 
them. 

It  is  particularly  incumbent  on  me  to  mention  the  ufual  affiftance 
I  derived  from  the  diiinterefted  zeal,  diligence,  and  abilities  of 
Colond  Barcby,  A^utant^General  of  the  militia,  who  came  t9 
town,  and  conduced  the  bufineis  with  perfed  propriety,  but  <k* 
dined  taking  the  pay  to  which  he  was  entitled,  as  did  alio  Colond 
Van  Corlandt,  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  King's  County  Militia, 
and  Lieut.  Col.  Howe,  of  the  Legion,  who,  at  the  requell  of 
Conunodore  George,  had  the  command  of  the  militia  at  the  Eaftem 
battery,  where  part  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Huffar  were 
llationed. 

Colonel  Bryner,  of  the  Hants  militia,  alfo  exerted  himfelf  e]»»* 
ceedingly  in  expediting  the  quota  from  his  regiment,  and  in  regu« 
lating  the  fervice ;  he  liberally  gave  all  his  pay,  &c.  to  dothe  fuch 
men  of  his  regiment  as  were  moft  in  want,  and  by  every  other 
means  fet  an  excellent  example  of  attachment  and  seal  to  his  Ma* . 
jelly's  (ervice. 

The  Acadians  fcnt  feventy-five  able  young  men,  Come  of  them 
marched  near  two  hundred  miles,  decidedly  hiithful  to  the  King's  i 
fervice,  and  particularly  happy  in  being  incorporated  with  uie 
Englifti. 

Curing  the  expedation  of  a  dcfccnt,  the  Indians  aflcmblcd  in 
£(nall  parties,  and  alarmed  fome  defencelefs  fettlers ;  whereupon  I 
direded  Mr.  Monk  to  fuch  meafures  as  fecurcd  ufefulnefs  from 
fome,  and  fubjedion  from  all  of  them,  greatly  to  the  comfort  of 
the  difperfed  cottagers.  .     , 

The  French  expedition  having  been  delayed,  bv  various  difficuU 
ties  in  fitting  out,  longer  than  M.  Genet  expc<fl«id,  in  whidi  time 
he  found  out  that  there  were  four  thoufand  men  in  Halifax,  and 
many  ftrong  batteries  erc&ed,  determined  that  their  force  was  in<« 

A  '.  adequate 
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vdeqnite  to  attack  tbit  plaee»  and  embraced  fome  other  fibjefil,  fqr 
which  the  fleet  failed  on  the  9th  of  Odobcr. 

That  BO  unnecefTary  exjpence  might  he  ittcurred.  I  difmifled  tlie 
milhia,  wkh  the  advice  ot  Brigadier«Gtneral  Ogilvie»  Commodore 
George*  and  Commiffioner  Duncan,  and  hit  Majcfty't  Conn^,  as 
iboa  aa  I  obtained  ioforroation  that  the  enemy  had  g^Tcn  over  tlierr 
jobjeA  here*  and  were  fo  far  from  oar  coaftt,  that  they  cooU  not 
lationallT  return  at  thia  feafon  of  the  year. 

The  laft  divifton  marched  out  of  town  yefterday. 


No.  1 1 .     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Ueui.  Gonermr  Wieniwortt  la  JUK 
Secretary  Ijunaaii  dated  Halifax^  Kova.  Scctia^  23^  ^an*  1794* 

Sir, 
I  mod  refpeAfnlly  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  ybxir 
letter.  No.  12,  dated  aift  Odlober  1793  ;  and  in  obedience  to  hv 
Msqcfty't  commands  therein  (ignified,  I  am  recruiting  for  the  tjwo 
additional  oorapaniet  to  which  Captains  Howe  and  Aldridge  arc 
qipointed,*  agreeably  to  the  permiflion  you  have  been  pleaied  to 
grant  me;  for  which,  both  thofe  gentlemen  unite  vith  me  in  the 
Etgheft  fentiments  of  thankfolnefs  and  refpc£L 

J  think  I  may  with  great  confidence  rtprefentt  not  only  in  behalf 
of  thefe  two  gentlemen,  but  of  the  whole  regiment,  that  ahhongh 
they  may  be  intended  for  the  more  immediate  defence  of  this  pro« 
^ttce»  they  will  cheerfully  meet  any  duty  his  Nfajeily's  fenrice  may 
require  in  any  other  of  his  Majedy's  North  American  provinces. 
And  I  have  eveiy  reafon  to  exped  the  regiment  will  foon  be  eoai- 
plete,  and  unanimoufly  animated  with  an  earueft  defire  of  bctn|^ 
iiiefttl  to  his  Majeity*8  fervice,  to  whicli  they  are  faithfully  devoted. 
Major  Bayard,  of  the  Royal  Nova  Scotia  regiment,  requefts  mc 
fo  report  his  refpedful  felicitations  for  his  Majcfty's  leave  to  retire 
upon  half-pay  ;  which  if  it  ihould  be  his  Majeily^s  moft  gracious 
pieafure  to  gram,  it  is  my  duty  humbly  to  recMnmeod  Major 
George  Henry  Monk,  now  on  the'  half-pay  of  the  hte  regiment  of 
Nova  Scotia  volunteers,  who  is  perfediy  qualified  conformable  to 
my  inftrutlions,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  great  profefiional  merit,  aa 
well  as  general  relpedability  and  influence,  invariably  applied. to  the 
fupport  of  his  Majefty's  Government. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  perfeA  deference^ 
Sir,  V 

Your  moll  dutiful  and 

Obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Si-ned)     .  J.  WENTWORTH. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas, 
One   of  his   Majelly's   principal 
Secretaries  of  State. 


N<k 
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lib.  13.    Bxtraai9fAaJmitnalfaeH4ff9PaekaBoat,iQ^ 
Jrtm  Falmtitb^  New  fiwif  0mf  ff^/ax,  in  4  Laur  Jrm  Mr. 
TedJf  rf^oii  S^.  1793. 

X795- 
Awguft  ad.  Arrived  at  New  York  two  French  (titnty-fourtf  one 
fn^te,  and  two  duopt,  from  the  Chefapeak. 
^.    Amhufcadey  faid  to  have  had  10  ihen  killed^  and  l6 
wounded ;  her  compleoient  on  board  450  men. 

The  French  men  of  war  in  New  York,  were 
Le  Jupiteri  of  74  gun%  and  4  carrona^a  on  the  poop. 
L'EoIc  74  do.  ditto. 

Le  Surveillant  36  do, 
L'Ambufcade  36  do. 
A  (hip  of         20  do. 
A  bng  named  Cerf,  of  xo  gunf. 
One  Eaft- India  merchant  (hip,  and  i  i  Weft-India  lhipa» 
arrived  under  convoy  of  the  above  (hips,  and  one  £aft- 
India  fhip  there  before. 

l^h.  Spoke  a  pilot  boat  coming  10,  who  told  us  the  Concord 
French  frigate  was  on  the  coaft ;  foon  after  which  I 
pofitivcly  was  infprmed  (he  was  in  Bpfton. 

From  the  beft  inteUigence  I  could  procurci^  tl^  und^* 

mentioned  French  privateers  were  cruizing  q(i  the 

Qoaft  of  America :    ' 

Jacobin 

Antigeorge 

Conqueror  of  Baftile 

Carmagnole 

Little  Democrat 

Ciii:f.tn  Genet 
.  Friend  of  the  Law 

Sana  Culotte  fchooner 

Sans  Culotte  chetJlbck 

Sanfparid       .  - 

Impromptu 

Orlando  Furiofo 

National  Razor 

The  Republican,  of 
the  Boflon  before  her  1 


5  guns,  and  50  men,  taken  by 
icr  a^ion  with  L'Ambufcade. 


No.  1 4*  Extrads  from  the  Journah  of  the  CheJerfUlJ  Packet  Boai^ 
from  Falmouth  to  Halifax  and  New  Tork^  in  Mr.  Todd^s^  of  the 
iSth  December  1793. 

At  Halifax,        The  Captain  and  nine  hands,  by  order  of  his  £x- 

1 793-         cellency  the  Governor,  to  hold  then»felves  in  readinefs 

O&ober  X5tli.  to  adift  in  tranfporting  troops,  in  cafe  of  neceffity, 

m  m  2  where 
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where  rrquHite.     The  fliip  to  go  into        

Bafon  to  receive  on  board  lome  of  the  women  in- 
habitants of  the  town.   Militia,  to  the  amooni  oF  g 
or  6cOt  marched  into  Halifax. 
At  New  Yor](^        At  7.     Abreaft  of  Sandy  Hook;  at  8»  palled 
the  French  (hip  Perdrix ;  at  879  came  too  to  ftop 
tide   with   the  (znall  bower*  furled  fails ;    at    ^^ 
A.  M.  weighed  and  made  fail ;  at  5I,  the  Pcrdnx 
fired  a  gwUf  on  which  we  fired  one  alfo.     Found 
laying  heie  the  French  frigate  L'Ambufcade. 
;xz.        At  If,  P.M.  received  on  board  the  maO.    Tbe 
French  brig  L'Impatiente  hove  ihorti  and  gGt  all 
ready  for  lea. 


ffo.  i;«     Extras  from  the  Journal  of  ibi  Portland  Pacld^ 

knag  at  Halifax^  dated  December  ^d^   ^19h     Tranfmiited  by  ibe 
Poji  Mqfler  General^  Jan.  Sth,  1794. 

Arrived  here  a  fchooner  from  New  York,  which  brought  the 
following  intelligence :— The  Cheftcrfield  packet  failed  for  England 
on  the  I4ih  ultimo,  and  had  a  very  narrow  efcape  of  being  taken  10 

foing  into  Sandy  Hook.  The  French  force  confifted  of  the  Am- 
ufcade  frigate  (which  began  to  difmande  when  the  fchoooer 
iailed^ ;  Penlrix»  32  guns,  (laying  at  the  Hook) ;  Cerf,  le  guns, 
(cruizi|ig  for  the  Odober  pi|cket).  At  Bofton*  Marfeillois,  22 
nine  pounders;  and  the  Good  Intent,  16  gunsi  lately  captured 
from  tho  Esglifh.  In  the  Chefapeak,  the  Allrea,  10  guna.  The 
fchooner  brought  intelligence,  that  the  French  fleet  had  Ikiled  fiom 
New  York,  t)ie  people  had  mutinied*  and  the  fleet  bore  away  for 
france, 

^^^■— *—• 

}to.  16.  Statemeni  of  the  Sfferent  Baiteriee  ai  HaSfoM  in  Nowt  SeotiOf 
with  the  Nrtmber  of  Guns  mounted  on  eaeh  Battery  ;  tranfmkted  2  i)f 
February  1 704,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  iy  Cafiam  J/odgfon^uke 
Brigade  Major  at  Halifax^  Nova  Scotia* 

ift. — Sandwich  Point  5  two  twelve  pounders,  on  the  top  of  a  very 
high  hill  excellently  conftru£^ed  for  the  annoyance  of  uippioff. 

»d, — Point  Pleafant  Battery ;  from  four  to  fix  twenty-four  pouodera. 

3d.— A  nioft  excellent  new  battery,  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
one  at  Point  Pltafant,  called  Major-General  Ogilvie's  Battery ; 
It  conlifls  of  fix  twenty- four  pounders,  and  commands  a  very  cx- 
tenfive  range  of  the  harbour. 

4th. — McLean's  Battery,  fitnated  on  the  Halifax  fide,  nearly  op- 
pofite  George's  Ifland,  from  fix  to  twenty-four  pounders,  a 
mortar  and  howitzer  of  a  large  fize,  and  a  very  excellent  furnace 
for  heating  (hot. 

jth. — The  Citadel  Hill,  confifitng  of  a  number  of  guns  of  difTerent 
fizes,  feveral  thirteen  inch  mortars,  foroe  howitzers,  alfo  a  Ut* 
tery  on  Barbette  of  three  twelve  pounders,  well  calculated  ^0 
annoy  fliipping  when  they  come  oppofite  the  town  of  Halifax. 

(5tV 
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w  €lh.«— A  battery  of  fomc  twenty-four  pounders,  eredked  by  Com* 

C'  miffioner  Duncan  at  the  Dock  Yard,  a  good  defence  for  that 

(t  place  againfl  fhipping ;  alfo  another  on  the  oppcfite  fhore  (coin* 

monly  called  the  Dartmouth  fide  of  the  water)  equally  beneficial 
h  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

9  7th. — George's  Ifland,  fituated  in  the  middle  of  Halifax  harboiir, 

near  the  town ;  a  moft  excellent  battery  on  it  of  fix  twenty-four 
!:  pounders,  and  two  good  furnaces  for  heating  fhot ;  alfo  lereral 

I  other  guns  of  various  fizes,  making  in  the  whole  from  fourteem 

to  fixteen. 
f  f  th. — ^The  Eaftern  Battery,  fituated  nearly  oppofite  to  George'^ 

[  Ifland  (on  the  Dartmouth  fide  of  the  water),   fevetal  guna 

mounted  there,  which  will  play  with  gddd  fuccefa  on  vdSeb 

coming  up  the  harbour. 

The  above  flatcment  of  the  different  batteries  at  Halifax,  m 
Kova  Scotia,  is  given  to  '  the  bed  of  Captain  Hodgfon's  recoUec- 
lion  ;  though  he  bclieves>  on  the  whole,  it  is  tolerably  accurate. 


No.  17.  V  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,  Stephens  to  Mr,  Kings  Jated 

Admralty  Office^  6th  March  1794. 

(Four  Inclofures.) 
SIR,  Admiralty  Office^  6th  March  X794. 

I  have  it  jn  command  from  my  Lords  Commtffioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  fend  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas,  copies  and  extra  As  of  fuch  letters  as  have  been  received' 
from  Captain  George,  Commanding  Officer  on  the  Halifax  (lation, 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  as  relate  to  the  flate  of  defence 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  I  am. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 

PHR  STEPHENS. 
J.  King,  Efq.  &c.  &c. 


No.  18.  Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Rupert  Geerge^CoaH 
mander  of  his  Majefty^s  Ship  Hujfar^  to  Mrm  Stephens ;  dated  Ha* 
lifax  Harbour t  zjth  Augttfi  I793< 

In  my  letter  of  the  21ft  of  June,  1  had  the  honour  to  inform  yon 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Alligator  from  Saint  Pierre's  the  day  pre- 
ceding ;  and  in  that  of  July  i  ft,  that  the  two  regiments  were  em* 
barked,  and  that  I  propofed  accompanying  the  Alligator  and  her  ^ 
convoy  clear  of  the  coaft  of  Amenca.  1  have  now  the  honour  to 
reqiieft  that  you  wijl  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Adm!« 
ralty,  that  we  failed  hence  the  3d  July,  and  on  the  16th,  being  in 
the  latitude  32*^  20,  and  the  longitude  54^  00,  I  parted  company 
with  Captain  Affleck  and  the  convoy :  It  was  my  intention,  in  my 
way  back,  to  have  ranged  along  the  Coaft  of  America,  but  was 

prefcnted 
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pnBvenifid  by  light  and  oontraqr  win^Sy  aot  bong  abk  to  ^ 
paartr  tk«  coaft  &ui  eigbty  kagues,  io  the  latitude  37''  oo»  whe 
I  was  inforiDed  bj  ao  American  veiTcl,  that  two  French  ^pt  o£* 
74  gunij  and  five  frigates*  had  arrived  from  Cape  Francois  with  an. 
large  convoy  in  the  Chefapeak.     I  thought  it  my  duty  to  return 
kere  direft  with  that  inteUigence,  and  [  arrived  ihc  5th  of  AugnlL. 
We  have  fince  heard  that  the  French  fquadron  arrived  at  Kew 
York  the  2d  of  Augoft,  and  his  Majedy's  Conful  General  at  PhOa- 
deiphia  informed  me  that  an  attack  might  pofiibly  be  made  upon 
Halifiiz  or  Newfoundland.     We  arc  here  perfedly  at  cafe  refpe€^« 
i^g  an  attack  upon  us,  having  between  40  and  50  heavy  cannofi 
^3 J  and  24  pounders)  mounted  on  the  different  batteries,  one  13* 
flicfa  morlaft  and  two  8-inch  howitzers,  with  furnaces  for  heating  t 
(hot.    Tite  regular  iroofitf  including  artillery^  and  the  Governor^ j  corps ^ 
io  ml  exceed  60O'     But  we  have  two  battalions  of  militia,  officers* 
and  artificers  of  tht  yard,  dvil  branch  of  ordnance,  feamen  in  mer- 
chant vcflels,  and  th^  crew  of  his  MsjeHy's  (hip  under  my  com« 
mand ;  the  latter  I  propofe  to  place  iir  fome  of  the  batteriesi  la 
cafe  of  an  attack  from  line  of  battle  ffaips. 
Philip  Stephens,  £(q. 


No.  19.  Extraa  cf  a  Leikr  from  Cgptm  Rupert  George^  rf^ 
Majejlfi  Jkip  ifujfar^  to  Mr,  Stephens  ;  dated  Mam^rs  feach^ 
\Entrafue  of  Halifax  Harbour ^  Qth  September  1 793. 

I  wrote  fully  by  the  Halifax  packet,  which  failed  the  a9th  ul- 
timo, fince  which  nojLhlng  particular  has  happened.  The  ilate  of 
fecurity  which  I  then  believed  this  place  to  be  in  againft  any  attack 
from  the  enemy,  has  fince  received  an  increafe,  by  the  eredion  of 
another  battery  of  (nc  24  pounders,  and  the  mounting  fome  other 
guns ;  and  the  principal  ports  on  this  coaft  having  been  fupplied 
with  cannon,  fmall  arms,  and  ammunition,  are  fuppofed  to  be  fuf« 
ficiently  ftrong  (at  leaftj^lo  rcfift  an  attack  from  privateers. 


No.  20.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Rupai  Geoi^ft  Cornm^nder 
of  his  Majefifs  Ship  Hujar^  to  Mr.  St^ns  $  dated  at  HaRfax^ 
izth  Oaober  2793. 

SIR,  ;  : 

Havint^y  on  the  appearance  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  under  my  com* 
mand  off  this  harbour,  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  the  Queen 
Charlotte  packet,  bound  for  Falmouth,  I  have  a  minute  to  Intbrm 
their  Lordships  that  I  failed  hence  on  the  23d  ult.  fince  which  T 
anchored  at  Uottofi,  and  have  been  off  New  York  and  Philadelphia. ; 
and,  notwithitanding  former  accounts,  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  two  French  line  of  battle  (hips,  le  Jupiter  and  I'Eole,  and  the 
frigates,  have  fome  expeditlou  in  view,  previous  to  the  departure 
Arom  this  coaft  for  France.  I  can  only  add,  that  we  are  (In  my 
/Dpinion)  prepared  to  receive  thc:m,  ^ould  their  intention  be  to  at 
tack  this  part  of  the  province. 

(Signed)  RUPERT  GEORGE. 

4  No, 


.    1>APER5  kELATIVE  TO  KOVA  SCOTIA,  ic.  tjj; 

No..2r.  Mxtraa  cf  a  Letter  from  Caftaht  Rtfert  George^  df  hii 
MajeBfi  Ship  Hufarf  to  Air.  Stepbeni  i  dated  HaUfax  Narbourp 
^b  jNovenfber  1 793. 

Since  my  letters  of  9th  September  and  I2tb  Odober,  doplicates 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe,  I  have  bptn  lying,  m  his 
Majefty's  fhip  under  my  command^  betweeri  George's  iSsxA  an4 
tbe  caftem  battery,  to  be  in  iradmcfs  to  man  the  batteries  tn-tbat 
quarter  with  part  of  my  (hip's  company,  in  confequence  bf  advices 
recsivcd  from  the  Conful  General  at  Philadelphia,  and  Ca^taia 
Armftron?  at  New  York,  corroborated  by  information  received  by 
his  ExceUency  Lieutenant-Governor  Went^orth  from  the  fame 
quarter,  that  le  Jupiter  was  new  manned  and  officered,  and  (iaftead^ 
as  before  expeSed,  that  (he  would  return  to  France)  had  joined 
VExAt  of  74  guns,  Conccrd  and  Precieufe  of  40,  and  t^o  armed 
britfS,  and  tiiat  they  were  preparing  to  go  apon  fome  expe(3itioa 
un^r  the  command  of  Admiral  Cercey  in  r£ole,  fuppofed  to  the 
northward,  from  the  quantity  of  warm  clothing  hid  in  ;  Mr.  Bond 
fuj^ofed  againll  Halifax,  on  the  fiiheries.  To  enfiire  the  iafety  of 
this  place,  Lieutenant- Gk)Temor  Wentworth  ealkd  in  about  1200 
of  the  county  militia  to  join  the  two  battalions  of  the  town,  Itut  I 
fuppofed  they  were  too  well  informed  of  our  ilrengtb  and  rtfourcet 
to  rilk  an  atuiek.  In  order  that  his  Excellency  Sir  Richard  King 
Ihotid  have  the  above  intelligence,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  hire  a 
fmall  brkantine  (a  (hallop  at  this  feafon  bein^  two  fmall),  and  fent 
copies  oTthe  letters  I  received  from  Mr.  Bond,  the  Conful  Gen^eral» 
and  Captain  ArmftrO&g,  to  the  Vice  Admiral  at  St.  John's,  the 
1 7 tit,  ftnd  duplicates  of  them  the  21  ft,  by  ^  (loop  loaded  with 
cattle  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  informed  his  Excellency  that  it  was 
conje^ured  they  meant  to  intercept  the  Newfoundland  convoy. 
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PAPERS  MLATIVl  TO  NOVA  SQOTIA,  1^  sjt 

Jfo.  13.    Sxtraai  pf  Aajmniuit  tf  th  ffa^f9  Packn  Boat,  to  dmi 
Jr^m  FakMuthi  New  fiwit  gmi  ffaX/ox,  in  4  Ltitn  from  Mr. 
TodJf  af^oii  S^.  1793. 

X795- 
Awguft  ad.  Arrived  at  New  York  two  French  fei^nty-foun^  one 
fnWe,  and  two  Qoops,  from  the  Chefapeak. 
^    Amhufeade,  faid  to  have  had  10  men  kiUed,  and  l6 
wounded ;  her  complement  on  board  450  men. 

The  French  men  of  war  in  New  York,  were 
Le  Jupiter^  of  74  gun%  and  4carrona^«  on  the  poop. 
L'Eole  74  dp.  ditto. 

Le  Surveillant  36  do. 
L'Ambufcade  36  do. 
A  (hip  of         20  do. 
A  bng  named  Cerf,  of  xo  gunsL 
One  Eaft- India  merchant  (hip,  and  i  i  Weft-India  lhipt» 
arrived  under  convoy  of  the  above  (hipsi  and  one  £aft« 
India  fhip  there  before. 

I^h.     Spoke  a  pilot  boat  co^n?  in,  who  told  us  the  Concord 
French  frigate  was  on  the  coaft  ;  foon  after  which' I 
V  pofitively  was  informed  (he  was  in  Bpfton. 

From  the  beft  intcHigcnce  I  could  procurci^  tl^  und^* 
mentioned  French  privateers  Were  cruizing  q(i  the 
Qoaft  of  America ;    • 

Jacobin  •  I  a  guns,    60  men 

Antigeorge  -  it  '  60 

Conqueror  of  Baftile  10——  50 
Carmagnole  -  24  —  100 

IJttle  Democrat       •       16  —  120 
•    Citizen  Genet         -  i^  120 

.   J' riend  of  the  Law  g—    40 

Sans  Culotte  fchooner  10  ■  ■  50 
Sans  Culotte  chetSCck  12  —  100 
Sanfparid  -  j6     ■  ■  150 

Impromptu  -  8  —    43 

Orlando  Furiofo         -       12 lop 

National  Razor        -         14—  130 
The  Republican*  of  5  guns,  and  50  men,  taken  by 
the  Boflon  before  her  a^ion  with  L'Ambufcade. 


No.  1 4*  Extrads  from  tb§  Jovrnah  of  the  ChrJerJUlJ  Packet  Soai, 
from  Fahuoutb  to  HdLlifax  and  New  Tork^  in  Mr.  Todd's^  of  tbo 
l%th  December  1 793. 

At  Halifax,        The  Captam  and  nine  hands,  by  order  of  his  Ex- 

1 793.         cellency  the  Governor,  to  hold  then»felves  in  readinefs 

October  X5ih.  to  aiilfi  in  tranfporting  troops,  in  cafe  of  neceflity, 
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t^PENCBS  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  dltDNANCE.  ft^) 

JDcdud  alraidy  grant- 
ed dn  this  account     £.    /.    d^       £.      /.   d,      £.    /.    i^ 
in  1 793  3,318  15    o 

. 5,094    8    o 

Ammunition  to  fundry  regiments  for 

fervice  — —         —  2>797    46  * 

Forge  carts  for  fervice  to  fundry  regi- 

xncnts  of  cavalrjr  —  545    7    o 

—  7i,878  17    I 

Arms,  Tents,  and  Ammunition 
for  MiUtia. 
Arms  delivered  to  fundry  regiments 

of  Militia  ■  '4Xf496    8    % 

Tents  fupplied  to  fundry  regiments 

of  Militia  ■  8,383     8    3 

Ammunition  delivered  to  fundry*  re« 
eiments  of  Militia  for  exercife  and 
forvice  "     ■■  5»54^  *9     ' 

■    ■  551426  10  d 

WOOLWICH. 

For  additional  (l^ehoufes  and  ftables  16,35;*  to    5 
Extraordinary  expences  of  labourers 

and  artificers  at  the  Royal  Labo- 
ratory —  3,03*    3     8 

-*— — —  19,385  t4    I 

For  the  purchafi  ©f  ikltpttre,  otd-  < 

nance  and  ftores,  and  expences  in-  612,921  15    4 

curred  in  the  feveral  ports  of  Great' 

Britain,  and  on  foreign  ftations,  on 

account  of  the  navy,  fofar  as  bills 

have  apjpeared,  to  the  5th  December 

179 J,  beyond  the  allowance  for 

fea  lervice,  on  the  votes  foh4]^,ooo 

fieamen  for  1793         ■■  -*.    ^^  S^i^S^^    S    ^ 

■I      ■        II* 

Unprovided        ■i^'^M  643,271  18  10 


ESTIMATE  of  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  fhtf 
'  Year  1 794. 

LAND  SERVICE, 

ORDINARY. 

Siikries  and  rents  to  the  mailer  gene- 
ts), principal  officers,  derlis,  and 
.stteodaots  employed  at  the  Tower    15,509x8    6 
^ '  P  P  2  A»4 
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''lb  ErPENCES  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  ORDNANCV. 

JERSEY. 

£•  /.  /•     £.     1.    ^ 

For  rq>air8  and  contingencies  4^000  o  o 

Pay  of  half  a  company  of  Royal  mi* 

litary  artificers  — •  962  o  10 

GUERNSEY. 
Towards  carrying  on  the  fortifica- 


ng  on  tb 
tions  at  Fort  Geof{^e»  and  repairs 

at  "        * 

litary  artificers  *    ■   ■■■  962    o  10 


Dive,  8 
at  other  places  in  the  ifland  4»ocx>    o    o 

Par  of  hair  a  company  of  Royal  mi- 


4,962    o  xa 


SCOTLAND. 
For  repairs  of  the  fcTeral  forts,  caftles,  and  barracks 
in  Scotland,  current  fervice,  aad  contingeodcs  *       ^9  9S     o     O 

NORTH  EAST  DISTRICT. 
For  current  fcrvice  and  contipgencies ;         2.**t  2fOOO    o    o 

LANDGUARD  IfORT. 
For  repairs,  current  ferrice,  and  contingencies  2,000    o    q 

CINQUE  PORTS. 
For  repairs,  current  fcrvice,  and  contingencies  4^000    o    # 

CHATHAM. 

For  repairs  of  the  barracks  at  Chat-       £.      /.    d^ 

ham«  and  for  repairs  at  GiUing-    / 

ham,  UpnorC^K*  Cockhamwood,  t 

and  Hownefs,  carrcnt  fervice,  and 

contingencies  — — •  9>o75  ^^    4 

For  repairs  of  the  Lines        —  i,oqo    o    o 

Pay  of  a  compaivy  Qf  Royal  military 

artificers  ■  i»9'4     *     8 

■  12,000    O    # 

SHEERNESS. 

For  repairs  of  the  breakwaters,  current  fer?ice|  and 
coutingencies  '  3,000    o    • 

GRAVESEND  and  TILBURY. 
For  repairs  of  the  works  — —  3>ooo    o    o 

FEVERSHAM. 
'^or  repairs  of  the  buildings  >■>       ■■  4,000    o    o 

P0R1> 


BXPENCES  OF  THE  OFHCS  OF  ORDKAflCC/  ^t 

PORTSMOUTH- 
For  repairs  of  old  works  and  other      £,      s,    d»      /^m      /.    d» 

buildings  at  Portfmoutby  and  va- 
rious places  in  the  dirifioa  3»^<  fS    4 

In  farther  part  of  the  charge  for  ne« 

celTary  repairs  to  complete  and  im«  ' 

prove  the  old  works  round  thetowa    1,500    o    O 

In  full  of  the  charge  for  completing 

the  works  round  the  Common  ^*^Z9     7     ^ 

In   farther  part  of  the   charge  for 
s  completing  CttBiberlaDd  Fort  3>500    o     o 

pay  of  a  company  of  Royal  military 

artificers  ■   ■■  ■  '>924     I     8 


M»645     7    a 


GOSPORT. 

For  contingencies,  repairs  of  barracks 

and  the  Tines  t>*98     o    O 

In  farther  part  of  the  charge  for  ne- 

celfary  repairs  of  the  lines  at  GoL' 

port,  Weevil,  and  Priddyfhard  350     O     O 

For   eredling   a   powder   ma^aziuCy 

making  a  ciilern,  and  laying  plat- 

forms^  at  Fort  Moncktoa  41083     o    o 

Ip  farther  part  of  the  charge  to  con- 
tinue the  fca  wall  eredcd  in  the 

front  of  Haflar-Hofpital,  to  Fort 

Monckton,  in  order  to  prevent  the 

fca  from  breaking  into  HaflarLake, ,  ' 

and  for  making  the  ground  equally 

folid  in  all  pans  behind  the  faid 

wall  


Pay  of  a  company  of  Ro}^!  military 

artificers  — — ^     *  1,924     2     8 


f|000     o     o 

8,657    X    8 


PLYMOUT^r 

For  repairs  of  the  fcarracks,  lines,  and 
citadel,  and  for  repairs  at  St.  Ni- 
cholas Ifland,  Dartmouth,  Penden- 
iiis,  and  St.  Maw's  Caftles,  and  at 
Sciily  Ifland,  current  ferrlce,  and 
contingencies  2,94!    II     4 

To  complete  the  repairs  of  the  lines 

round  the  dock  ■  3»I34     7     O 

Pay  of  a  company  of  Royal  military 
artificers     •  >    .  1,924.    i     8 

■ '    '       ■  8,000    o    o 

V<»i-IV%  qq  WOOL. 


•I»  nPENCES  OF  THB  omCC  OF  ORONAKCI. 


WOOLWICH. 

For  contingencieSy  and  repairs  of  bar-      £.      /,    JU      £• 

racks  and  ofiiccrB  quarters  ^^.    ^     p 

For  ereding  barracks  foi  officers  and 

onen  of  the  Royal  Horfe  Artillery, 

and  additional  ftoreLouies  and  fta- 

blea  ■  ««f877     i     j 

Pay  of  a  company  of  Royal  military 

artificers  *■     ,   ■  1,924     i     8 


«S»74S    6    » 


ROYAL  LABORATORY, 


Towards  tbe  extraordinary  charge  of  labourers  and 
artificets  1*^— »  ■  6,000    o    • 

ISLE  or  MAN, 
For  tcpaics  and  cnrrcnt  fcnrice  «^-^  S|000    o    • 

WALTHAM  ABBEY. 
For  repairs  of  boQdiflgt  ■  ■  4,000    o   • 

DEFENCE  of  the  COASTS. 

For  repairing^  and  rei^eftabliftiing  the 
batteries  on  the  coafts,  and  putting 
them  in  a  ilate  of  defence  ii^OOo    o    • 

For  providing  temporary  barracki 
for  the  troops  on  the  coaftt  1 0,000.    o    o 

■  ■  ■  ■    '■     i$,oco     o     • 

ROYAL  REGIMENT  of  ARTILLERY,  and  CORPS  of 
ROYAL  MILITARY  ARTIFICERS. 

£.     I.  d. 

Fror  contingencies  of  artillery  6,000    o    o 

For  contingencies  of  the  brigade  of 

Royal  Horfe  Artillery  —  SyPOO    O    o 

Levy-money  for  gn  augrmentation  of 
200  drivers  to  the  marching  batta- 
lions of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Ar- 
tillery ■  IfOJO    p    o 

Allowance  for  bread  and  additional  ^ 

.  clothing  for  artillerv  in  Great  firi- 
UixLp  Gucrnfey,  and  Jerfey  69191     7    8 

•AUowuet 


fiCPIMCSS  OF  THE  Of  net  OF  ORDHAKCI.  «6| 

Altewancc  for  bread  and  additional     £.      /•    JU     £%      u    4^ 
clothing  for  the  brigade  of  Royal 
Horfe  ArtiUery  in  Great  Britain       1,943  '9    ' 

Allowance  for  bread  and  additional 
clothing  for  tlie  Royal  military  ar- 
tificers m  Great  Britain  -        If 768  I4    0 

Pay  of  five  companies  of  Royal  Iri(h 
artiDery,  in  tne  feryice  of  Great 
Britain,  confifting  of  500  men,  offi- 
cers included  -  •       1^9X36    5    O 

^Qn  account  for  the  purchafe  of  horfes, 
and  for  the  parks  of  artillery  in 
England  -  *     50,000    o    o 


>  81,190    j  l4 


FLANDERS. 

JPay  of  engineers,  officers,  condudors, 

and  drivers,  with  a  train  of  artillery 

attending  his  Majefty's  forces  ia 

Planders,  alfo  on  account  of  con* 

tingencies  ^  -  •     20,00o    o    p 

fay  of  two  companies  of  Royal  mi* 


'ar  ot 
UUry 


artificers  •  »      3*848    3    4 


23,848    3    4 


Expedition  under  the  Command  of  the  E^yrl 
ofMoiRA« 

Pky  of  engineers,  officerSrConduftors,  and  drivers, 
attendii)g  a  train  of  artillery,  alfo  on  account 
oJF  contingencies  *— —  — —  s8,o60    O    d 

Expedition  under  the  Ccttithftnd  of  Sir 
Charles  G&£T« 

Pay  of  engineers,  officers,  condudors,  and  driversi; 
attending  a  tf  ai&  of  artillery,  alfo  on  account  of 
contingencies  -— *  i^— ^        80,000    O    O 

SALTPETRE^ 

For  the  purchafe  of  200  tons  for  land  ttfi\i% 
Irom  the  Eiafb  India  Company  •&*-**  8(m>    o    d 

Extrtordinarits  -*-^  377>5?3     ^  ^ 

Ordinaries  ^^  •*>»  3^49162  14    % 

Ordinary  and  eitrabrdiflaries        *<-»        70I1736    3    i 
4  q  a  V V 


{Debt  to  31  ft  Dee.  1783    576  19  5 
179a,  Land  Scnrfc?         ^%$     45 
rLandScrvtee6iMi9  n  8 
'793[scaScnfice      3o»35«    3* 


CJici  of  OrdMfKff 
zHih  Jan.  ijg^ 


G.  BERKELY,   THO.  BAUAJE. 
J.  ALDRIDGE, 


An  ACCOUNT  of  MONIES  iffucd.out  of  the  CM  Lift 
Revenues,  between  the  I4tb  February  I794>  smd  the  5th 
April  following. 

1794,  WilHamFoQock,  EH},  fprex-  £•  /.  JU  £•  $•  -dm 
a8  Feb*  peaces  of  a  Commifiipn  ap- 
pointing Lord  Hood,  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  and  Major 
General  G'Hara,  Commif« 
ficMiera  at  Toulon  -*—  I3f9  ^  t 
«  Ditto  for  a  Patent  eredin^  « 
Criminal  Court  of  Jurifdic* 
tion  in  Newfoundland     —       ill  it     6 

Ditto forfeesy&contheaboTe        21   15     6«— 273  14    6 
7  Mar.  William  Chinnerj,  Efq.  to  pay  a  bill  drawn 
bj  Commiflary  Palmer,  for  provifions  fent 
to  New  South  Wales  -  •  SiiX7    '    ^ 

Ditto  for  expencesof  an  arreft 
of  a  convict  efcaped  from 
the  fhip  Pitti  at  the  Cape 
of  Oood  Hope  —       35  *r^    4 

IKtto  for  bills  drawn  by  Ar- 
thur Philip  for  the  fettle- 
ment  at  New  South  Wales       ^51    96 

J)itto  for  the  pf^flacre  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maxiden,  and 
Mary  Smith,  to  the  above 
fcttlement  -  -        56  10    O 

Ditto  for  the  furniture  of  the 
chapel  at  ditto        -         -  810 

Ditto  &r  fees,  &c«  on  the 
above        .  -       •       ai    5    6'-^a7$    f    4 

Jiitts 


MONHS  ISSUBD  FROM  THB  CIVIL  UST.  A65 

Ditto  for  a  certificate  granted 
by  Mr.  Bulkder  lor  tmU^ 

ppiting  blacks  from  Nova       £•    x.    J*    £.      /.    J^ 
Scotia  to  Sierra  Leone      -      453  19  10 
Ditto  for  demurrage  5f  a  veiSel 
chartered  to  <:an7  blacks 
from  ^itto  to  ditto  -         S9  >5    ^ 

Ditto  fcr  fees  on  the  aboTO  ^        33    %    S^^^jit    3    /^ 
SfMar-Mbr.  Wiknot,  for  the  iiiffering  energy  and 

laity  of  France  •  •  9»5^    7    6 

ai-- -— Mr.  DavifoB,  for  clothing,   Sec   Cent  to 

New  South  Wales  ^  -      45*  '5    S 

Mr.  Chinnery,  for  ditto,  for  convida  on 
their  foflage  to  ditta  -  •       214    t    9| 

28«->-*Mr.  Cotton,  to|>ay  bills  drawn  bv  Senhoufc 
Wilfon,  for  rebu9ding  the  pier,  lee.  in 
Douglas  harbous^  in  ttie  Ifle  of  Man  149    o    6 

^Apcfl  Ditto,  for  faid  fervice  •  •  *  648  15    6. 

H^iiukatt  Tna/my  Ckmhrr^                              15^277    9    ji 
Jilfril^  »794.  _- 

•EORGE  ROSE. 


TOTAL 


«Sf        STANDING  OkDUA  OF  TBS  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

•t  the  Michaelmas  preceding  the  feffion  of  Parliament  in  which 
fuch  appllcatioo  ia  intended  to  be  made.  1^  afixiag  fuch  notioe  to 
the  door  of  tbe  ftffion  houfet  re^coiraf,  whm  fiich  general 
quarter  fcffions  (hall  be  holdeQ. 

Refolved»  That  fuch  fcvend  notioet  (hall  contain  the  names  of  die 
pariflies  and  townfhipfy  in,  to,  or  through  which  any  foda  caU 
canaly  or  aqueduA  ii  intended  to  be  cnTri^  ^axitdf  or  itteered*  or 
or  in  which  fuch  river,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  is  intended  to  be 
made  navigable,  or  the  navigation  thereof  to  be  improved,  is  fitoated. 

Refclved,  That  a  map  or  plan  of  fuch  intended  cot,  canal,  aqnc- 
du&f  or  navigation,  and  alfo  of  any  intended  alteration  in  any  cut, 
canal,  aquedud,  or  navigation,  already  made,  (hall  be  depofited,  for 
public  mfpedion,  at  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peaec  of  every 
county,  riding,  or  divifion,  througli  whic:h  fuch  cut,  canal,  acfaedad^ 
or  navigation,  is  inteBdcd  to  be  carried/or  fuch  alteration  is  intended 
to  be  nuuie,  on  or  before  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  previous 
to  the  fci&on  of  Parliament  in  which  fuch  application  is  intended 
to  be  made ;  which  map  or  plan  (hall  defcribc  the  line  of  fach   in- 
tended  cut,  canal,  aquedud,  or  navigation,  or  of  fuck  intended  al« 
teration,  and  the  lands  through  which  the  fame  is  intended  to  be 
carried,  together  with  a  book  of  reference,  containing  a  lift  of  the 
names  of  th<^  owners,  or  reputed  owners,  and  occupiers,  of  fuch 
lands  rcfpedively. 

Refolved,  That  before  any  applicatioa  is  made  to  the  Houie  for 
^ny  or  either  of  the  purpofes  atorefaid,  a  previous  application  ihall 
be  made  to  the  owners,  or  reputed  owners,  and  occupiers  of  the 
lands  through  which  any  fuch  cut,  canal,  aquedud,  or  navigation^ 
is  intended  to  be  carried,  or  any  fuch  alteration  is  intended  to  be 
made ;  and  that  feparate  lifls  (hall  be  made  of  the  names  of  fuch 
owners  and  occupiers,  diftingui(hlng  which  of  them,  upon  fuch 
application,  have  aflcnted  to,  or  diflcated  from,  fuch  intended 
cut,  canal,  aquedud,  or  navigation,  or  fuch  alteration,  or  are  neuter 
in  refpcd  thereto, 

Refolved,^  That  whenever  any  petition  is  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
for  any  or  either  of  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  Uiere  (hall  be  prefented, 
with  fuch  petition,  the  lifts  mentioned  in  the  laft  preceding  refolu- 
tion,  and  alfo  a  duplicate  of  the  map  or  plan  fo  to  be  depofited  at 
the  ofHce  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  as  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  whenever  any  petition  is  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
for  making,  varying,  or  altering,  any  fuch  cut,  canal,  or  aquedud, 
as  aforefaid,  or  making  or  improving,  the  navigation  of  a  nver,  there 
be  annexed  to  the  faid  petition  an  eftimate  of  the  propofed  expence 
of  fuch  undertaking  (in  cafes  where  provtfion  is  intended  to  be 
made  for  raifmg  money  to  defray  fuch  expence),  fuch  eftimate  to  be 
Agtied  by  the  perfon  or  perfons  making  the  fame ;  and,  if  fuch  mo* 
ifey  is  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  fubfcription,  that  there  be  alfo  an-, 
flexed  to  the  faid  petition,  an  account  of  the  moirey  fubfcribcd  for 
that  purpofe,  ^nd  the  names  of  the  fubfcribers,  with  the  fums  by 
Chem  fuWcrlbcd  rcfpedively, 

Refolved, 
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Refolvedy  That  whenever  any  petition  has  been  prefentcd  to  the 
-Houfc  for  the  purpofcs  aforefaid,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  the 
.CommitCte,  to  whom  fuch  petttion  fhall  be  referred,  do  examine,  m 
^hc  £rft  placef  how  far  the  orders  contained  in  the  preceding  rcfolu- 
^iotis  have  been  complied  with  ;  and  do  report  the  fame,  at  the  time 
when  they  report  the  matter  of  any  fuch  petition,  as  It  (hall  appear 
to  them,  to  the  F^oufe. 

Re/olved,  Ths^  there  be  feven  days  between  the  firft  and  fecond 
reading  of  fuch  bills. 

Rcfolved,  That  all  perfons,  owners,  or  repUted  owners,  and  oc- 
cupiers of  the  land  through  which  any  fuch  cut,  canal,  aqueduf^,  or 
navigation,  is  intended  to  be  carried,  or  any  fuch  alteration  is  in- 
tended to  be  made,  do  perfonally  attend  the  Committee  to  whom 
fuch  bill  (hall  be  committed ;  or  if  they  do  not  perfonally  attend, 
do  give  tlicir  certificate  in  writing,  figmfying  that  they  have  fecn  a 
printed  copy  of  th^  faid  bill,  and  do  give  their  confent,  or  diffent, 
thereto,  or  declare  themfelves  neuter  in  refpedl  thereof ;  and  that 
the  hand  writing  of  fuch  o^ner  or  occupier  to  fuch  certificate  be 
proved  by  one  or  more  witneffes  before  the  faid  Committee ;  and 
that  the  faid  Committee  (hall  report  to  the  Houfe,  together  with 
the  report  of  the  faid  bill,  a  lill  of  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  who 
(hall  appear  to  have  given  fuch  affcnt,  or  diiFent,  or  to  have  been 
neuter,  in  refped  to  the  faid  bill. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  feven  days  between  the  day  on  which 
fuch  bill  is  reported  to  the  Houfe,  and  the  day  when  the  faid  report 
(hall  be  taken  into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That,  after  fuch  bill  is  reported  to  the  Houfe,  the  bill, 
as  amended  by  the  Cojiwnittee,  be  printed  at  the  cxpence  of  the 
parties  applying  for  the  fame,  ajid  be  delivered  at  the  door  to  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe,  three  days  at  lead  before  fuch  report  (hall 
be  taken  into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  or  their  refpedlivc  de- 
puties, do  make  a  memorial,  In  writin^r,  upon  the  plan  and  book  of 
reference  depofited  with  thca^  in  manner  aforefaid,  denoting  the 
time  at  which  the  fame  was  lodged  in  their  refpcdive- offices  ;  and 
do,  at  all  feafonable  hours  of  the  day,  permit  any  perfon'to 
view  and  examine  the  fame,  and  to  make  copies  or  extracts  there- 
from, fuch  perfons  paying  for  the  fame  the  uiiial  and  accudomed 
fees  paid  to  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  for  the  infpcAion,  and  copy- 
iqg  of,  or  making  extracts  from,  fuch  records  iu  their  rcfpcctive 
offices. 

Refolved,  That,  in  all  bills  prefented  to  the  Houft  for  any  or 
either  of  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  provHio;i  be  'made  for  compelling 
the  perfons,  who  have  fubfcribed  towards  carrying  any  fuch  work 
into  execution,  to  make  payment  of  the  furas  feverally  fubfcribed  by 
thcna ;  and  alio  to  oblige  the  Commiffioners  or  Trullces  to  take  fe- 
curity  from  their  Trcafurcr,  Receiver,  or  Collector,  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  his  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  rcfoluHons  be  made  (landing  orders  of  this 
Houfe, 
Vol,,  IV.  r  r  Ordered, 
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Ordered^  That  the  faid  refolutions  be  printed ;  and  that  < 
thereof  be  fent  to  the  Sheriffi  of  the  fevenu  counties  of  Great 
tain,  and  alfo  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  withip  En^aadaxid  Wiks  5 
and  that  the  faid  Sheriffs  do  take  care  that  copies  of  the  lame  be 
publifliedy  and  diftributed  within  their  i^pcGdvc  counties  and 
diitri^s. 

J.  HATSEXL, 

CI.  Ihm.  Cem. 


INDEX 


TO 


Woodfall's  Parliamentary  Rq)orts. 


VOL.   iv. 


M 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 
ESS  AGE  rioM  THE  Kino 


Speech  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  ih,  % 

— —  Earl  of  Lauderdale  3 

— — —  Lord  Cf  re&ville  4 

I       '     Earl  Stanhope  6 

Motday,  May  19, 

Notice  or    a    Motion    by    Loto 

GafNYiLLB  70 

Speech  of  Earl  Stanhope  a^.  73 

•    Earl  of  Lauderdale  7a.  74 

■  Marquii  of  Lanfdown  ik, 
— ^  Lord  Grcnville  73f  74 

>■<  Duke  of  Grafton  73,  74 

Tittflay,  May  so. 

Thfe  Secret  Committee  balloted  for  and 

cbofen  75 

The  Firft  Part  of  the  Report  of  the  Se. 

ciet  Committee  prefemed  77 

Speech  of  the  Marquis  of  SttSbrd      i^* 

■  ■     EariofPerby  7S 

■  Earl  of  Caernarvon  ii* 
— —  Lord  Creoville  i^. 

■   Earl  of  Laud:  rdale  ^K 


ThurfJay^  May  22« 
Refokt  or  THE  Secret  CoMMit- 
TEE  f"8e79 

Speech  of  Lord  Grenville       i»»  ei.  icS 
■  E4rl  of  Lauderdale 

80,  8f.  100.  ToS.  I  to 
^4.—.  Blihrp  of  Rocheftcr  80 

—  Earl  Stanhope         90.  91.  lai 
■■■■  Lord  Sydney  i^» 

■*^-^—  Earl  Sseocer  $S 

Lord  Hay  9* 

— —  Lord  Boringdon  r*. 

— i—  Lord  Thuilow  9ft 

Earl  of  Abio|don  IcS 

Earl  of  Mansfield  f^* 

Eai  1  of  Caernarvon  109 

-* Barl  of  Derby  11 J 

— —  Earl  of  Catlifle  1 14 

^— ^  Marquif  Townihead  115 

— — —  Marqoii  of  Ifanfdown  fh 

»        Doke  of  Leeds  I  ■< 

— —  The  Lord  Chancellor  1 19 

PaOTESTI  ACAlNiT  THE  Bill  rOR 
avIPENDING  TIE  Habias  'Coa« 
fv%  Act  11* 

Lift  of  the  Minority  on  the  Diviiioii 
npon  the  preccdin|  Debate  ia4 

Fnday,  May  13* 
The  Royal  Atfent  given  by  CofniniiBQii 
to  thirty  public  and  fifty  private  Billi 

t%S 
tr»  Amb< 


lfJD£X« 


AutiicA.  Page  1x5 

NbCice  hy  tbe  MArqais  of  Laniiiowo  ih. 


M'Miby,  M^f  16.  

Amcrica.  ako  Corr  or  litsTKoe- 

T109»  10  LOUD  DotCHESTlt      Il6 

Spcich  of  the  Marquis  i3\  i.«ofd  »n 

1^^151,  151.  154 
■  ■     ■  ■  Lord  CrtnviHc 

Dokc  of  Grafton  1^3.  1 50 


Sprech  of  Earl  of  CortMry 
— —  Lord  Sffdnry 
£iN  Man*fit!U 


>*4 

ih. 

^  Earl  of  Carlifle 

147 

—— —  Earl  of  Coventry 

148 

Earl  of  Radnor 

1^. 

■   ■  ■—  £«tl.er'  Caernarvoa 

»>. 

— Earfof  Maoffidd 

149 

»5" 

i. 

Kouct  bf  the  Duke  ot  Bedford 

.»54 

/WV«jr,  VtfT  30.    • 

Motion  roa  Peaci 

T67 

Speech  of  tbe  Dolce  of  Bedford 

/ft.  2f6 

i——— Lord  Auckland 

i«6.  Z15 

,85 

— -  Earl  FiTEwil  Mm 

190. 194 

154.  aco 

-^—  Earl  of  Ma  nf  ft- Id  197 

, —  Earl  c  f  AM-emarJe  »co 

■  ■  >  -  EarJ  of  Abirfdoo  aoi 
■■    ■  —  Ejfl  of  Lau«i-.rdale  i*. 

— —  E^rl  FiizwilliaBi  207 
■■  ■— —  Lord  Havkrkf /bury  ih, 

— — —  Marquis  of  Lanfdowii  acj 

-»..«,  Lord  GrcnviJIc  2 1 1 

Liftot  Minority  on  the  DiTifioA  S17 
Prcifion   on   Gibfun    and    Johnftone*f 

Caufe  256 
Speerh  of  Earl  Stankope  na  the  Statute 

Labour  BiJl  \h, 

l*etition  from  Mr.  Haf^mgi  257 

Wt'Ji.tfday^  June  n, 

MOTIOK  07  1  HAMKt  TO  Loa»  HcWB 

Speech  r>f  Lord  GrcnviDo  263 

•—"——'  Duke  of  Graftoa  264 

»-«~  Puke  of  Bedloid  %lk% 

Lord  Sydney  266 

*            Earl  Of  Laiiileri4»le  1^. 

— — —  Duke  of  Chrcnce  267 
SxcoK^Ripoat  raoMSscMTCoM 

MITT£X  268 

speech  of  Lord  GrenvMle  ih. 

■■     EafI  of  Abingdon  271 

•^'-—  Earl  of  Lautierdale 

S72.  277.  3.79*^81 


/>- 

—  Lord  Chancrllor  «8o,  t%  x 

Speech  of  Earl  of  Abins*m  ••  A<:oi«> 

aiet  3,5 

TvANjcf  TO  LeBf>  Hoo»  31S 

Speech  ot  Lord  Grenvitle  a^.  j2f 

■  Eart  of  Laodcrrfaie 

3'9- 3»6- 3^»  ^3«»  33» 
"*  Earl  of  Derby  323.  jjr 

— ^-^  Dake of  Bedford  324.  53 it  372 
— -  Lord  Hawkrflniry         tar.  5*0 

The  Lord  Chancellor 

3*8.  3»9*33o,  3 'I 


■■  Earl  of  CaernvTvon 

Earl  of  Maocrfick 

■    '  Lord  Sydn-y 

Proteil  agaioft  the  above  Mof  m 

hnx0kz$%  TO  Tnz  Kinc 

Triiny,  Jmmtzo. 
hxXT^M.  fKOai  Eakl  Hows 


33» 

33» 
333 


3:5 


33- 


JM:«^,  Jmlf  7. 

M'tTiov  by  Lord    Asibcril  refpeai^ 

Mr.  Hastisgs  376 

Ditto   rrfpr^ing  thX  Ad juUKKJfXKT 

OT  THE  House  tL 

Speech  of  the  Earl  of  I«adeida'e 

*^-  377»  378 
— ~  Doke  of  NorfoUc         J76.  3  7? 

Ear]  of  Lauderdale*!  Spee<h  on  moving 

to  elr£^  a  Speaker  4O7,  408 

Speech  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk         40S 

His  Mjje<ty*t  Speech  fium  the  TJironCy 

and  Prerdk«tiuji  of  Parliament 

40S.409 
Speech  of  Lord  Hawkc/Sury  ob  Nar;. 

gatton  Laws  410 

Extracts   from  the  LoSO-tK    Ga. 

^ETTE  4»3»4i4 

List  of  all  the  P011.IC  Acts  of  tiie 


4»5 


Session 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Safurdiy,  May  1 7. 

SvRpENsrnK  or  THE  Habeas  Co*. 

?us  Act  % 

Sprrch  of  Air.  Sherican  9>  10 

■  ■     ■       Mr.  Francis  ^ 

I     Mr.  Canning  /*.  io 


9I0EX. 


■  ■-  Mr.  Courtcfiay  ih, 

— Lord  Wtcombe  1 1 

— — —  Mr.  Burton  ik.  ao 

Mr.  JckyH  ii 

«. Lord  W.  Ruira  96 

^ Mr.Yorfce    ..  #*. 

*             Mr.  LamhtOD  47 

■  ■      '  i  be  Speaker  M. 
*— ~  Sir  ^^ .  yonge  i^ 

■          Mr.  ConKco  M. 

■  Mr.  Baker  20 

•  Mr.  Milb»nk  si 

-  Mr.  Serjeant  Wttfon  ib. 
Bill  vxiTjyc  rccuLiAii  Powbri 

IM  C^OVBlihMlMT  2S 


speech  ot  Mr.  Grcf 

-  ■  ■  ■■  Mr.  CMn^ng 
'■  »  -*  Mr.  Lambton 
^  Mr.  Baker 

■   Mr.  CoartcfMjr 
■  ■  The  Speaker 

—  Mr.  Pitt 
\      ■■■  Sir  E.  Howard 

— ■  Mr.  Dondat 
— — •  Mr.  Sheridan 
— —  Mr.  WtnHbam 
i  Lord  G.  CaTeadiib 


ih.  38  67 
tS 

30 

3« 

»*-  33«  39 

3? 

1^.  59.  67,  68 


>  Mr.  Drako 
-^— .  Mr.  Fog 
■     ■        Mr.  Thompfoii 
'■  Mr.  Curwcn 

Major  MaitJaod 

Mr.  Jekyll 

A  wavoi  AhercatiM  upon  the  Re  ad< 

9ii/fion  of  .Stranger!  69 

lASt  of  the  Minority  wb'>  YOtpd  on  the 

Queflion  of  Adjournmttot,  to  prevent 

the  rbiid  R^aiog  of  the  Bill  to  fuf. 

pend  the  Habeas  Corpus  A  a     6^,  69 

Mmday,  Mof  19. 

SUJITIOVI    AND   TIBASONABLK  Pa. 
PBRS  74 

Motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  ih. 

Tkahks  or  Till  Hotrtt  to  Si» 
ClTAtLis  Gair  and  Sjm  John 
jRaris  75 

Speech  of  Mr.  Docdai  ib. 

"       Mr,  Sheridan  ib. 

Report  by  Mr.  Windham  ib, 

MefTage  from  the  Loids  ib. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan  ib. 

Thakics   to   Sia    Charlrs  Cret 

AWD  Sir  John  Jiaris  7'» 

Speech  of  Mr.  Dun  las  ib,  77 

■'             Mr.  Sheri'^an  76,  77 

— —  —  Majo    M^iiUnd  tb. 


Friday,  May  t%. 

TniAt  OF  Mr.  Hastings 

P«SeM$ 

Speech  of  Mr.  Burke 

/>. 

M^niof,  Af«y  ft6. 

Insolvent  DiBTORt 

154 

Speech  of  Mr.  Jekyll 

lb. 

SW  R.  P.  Anien 

S5S 

—— .  Mr.  Hulfey 

ib. 

America 

156 

Speech  of  Mr.  ShendAa 

ih.  158 

is7 

Mr.  Fox 

ib. 

—  Sir  F.  B*riftg 

ib. 

— Mr.  Wilberforce 

1*. 

^ Mr.  M.  Robinfon 

M« 

Military  Tests 

»S9 

Speech  of  Mr.  Shieridan 

ib.  16c 

— — —  Mr.  Dundas 

x6i 

Mr.  Fox 

f».  166 

Mr.  M.  Robmfon 

l6f 

Mr.  W.  Smith 

ih. 

The  Mailer  of  the  Rolb      166 

34 
39 
4? 
48 
ib. 

68 
ib. 
ib. 


Friday,  May  30. 

Motion  for  Peacb  it8 

Speech  of  Mr.  Fox  ib,  25^ 

■  Mr.  Jenkinfon  a 32 

-  Mr.  Sheridan  236. 249 

— —  The  Lo'd  Mayor  142 

'  " '  ■■  —  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

-    .        »43»a44 
— — —  Mr.  Courtenay  tb^ 

Lift  of  the  Minority  255 

Mmday^  ymme  i6. 

SlT?FtEMEKT    TO    Titl   SlCONO  RE- 
PORT  OF  THE  Secret  Commit* 

TEE  283 

Spt-ech  of  the  Chtncellor  s>f  the  Ex- 
chrcjuer  ib.  289 

— —  Mr.  Grey  2?3.  2Sr 

»— — -  Mr.  Sheridan  ib,  2^9 

-i-—- The  A t'orney  General  ih, 

—  Mr.  Francis  293 

—  The  Speaker  tb, 

—— — .  Mr.  Whitbiead,  jun,  ib. 

-^-—  Mr  Din ^ as  ib. 

— — -  Mr.  Fox  ib, 

Tkakxs  Tn  LrRo  Howe  291 
Speech  nfSerrerary  Dundas  ib,  iq^ 
-™-  Mr.  Fox  t9i 

^      ■     Mr.  Stanley  294 

— '-—  Mr.  Sh'ri'an  ib. 

The  Second  Report   of  thc  Se- 

CaET  COMMITTXE  acj 

Sp-ech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exch-  - 

quer  tb, 

■  —   ■  Mr.  Lambton  25S    :r^ 

S^vtch 


nibtx: 


speech  of  SeijeiotWatibji      Pige 
*-*«•-«  Mr.  Robjnfoa 

I.      ■   .'.  Sir  W.  Lewes 

^m. Mr.  Alderman  Newnham 

—  — ■'■  Mr.  Marcia 
I  '      Mr.  Burdua 

'■  Mr,  Fox  304. 

Sir  W.  Dolben 

*  The  Attorney  General 

■  Mr.  Thompfon 
■>       I    ■  Mr.  Dent 

■  Mr.  Loveden 

■  ■      Mr.  Whaiton 


'*. 

303 

U. 
315 

^^ 

316 


Tar/i^,  ymm  17. 


A  Bill.for  the  better  Regulation  of  tlie 
City  Militia  333 

Speech  of  Mr.  Shcridaa  U*  334 

— — —  Sir  W.  Lewes  354. 

—    ■'  Alderman  Newnham  U, 

■  Alderman  Anderfon  U, 

THAVKt     TO     THB      MaNAGXRI    -Or . 
TBI  ImPSACBMIMT  .  1^. 

Speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer I*. 
— — —  Mr.  Samoer                           ik, 
-           The  Speaker                          U, 

The    City    Militia  Bill    fooa 

through  3  38 

Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan  ii.  339^  340 

— —  ■"  S  r  J.  Sandcrron  3^9 

■  Alderman  Curtis  «^* 

■  Mr  Francis  U, 
«            Mr.  Dundas  340 

— '  ■      Alderman  Newohasn  ii* 

Tramks    to   thk    MANACBks    or 

TKK  iMrEACMMLMt  09  Me.  HAS- 
TINGS .  .  34t 
Speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  £s- 


cbeqyr 
— —  Mr.  Sumner 

Mr.  Wigley 

■       Mr.  Robin  Ion 

Mr.  Windham 

— — —  Mr.  Francis 


Mr.Foa 

— —  Mr.  Law 

■     I    ■      Mr.  Anftrother 

— Mr.  Sheridan 

'm  Mr.  Burke 

Mr.  Law 

Thamc!.  TO  Lord  Hood      363 
Speech  of  Mc.Duldai  i^.  369.  '^71,  374 


a,  361 
346. 360 

353 
354. 359 

360 
361 

362 


.S? 


Speech  Mr.  Sheridstt       Page  36^.  ifi 

—  Mr.  Fo«  36S.  37if 

■  Mr  Addington  370 
— -^  Mr.  Serjeant  Watfoa  371 
Th«  Chancellor  of  the  Bwie- 

'   '      ^  Mr.  Burke  «(. 

GvBtNstr 

Motion  bj  the  Chancellor  of  ^  1 

chequer  i^« 

HALXrAX  »^. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Shcridaa  tf . 

■     "  Mr.  Dundas  »^« 

Afnrtf^y  ymu  30. 

The  Speaker  reports  the    Anfwer   of 

'  Earl  Howe  to   the  Thaoka  of  the 

H6uie  374 

iWwAur.  7«*  7. 

AnjovaNiffiNT  of  THtHovtc     37S 
Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan  iL  3S0 

Mr,  Jekyll  379- 

*  ■  Mr.  Long  i^m 

— —  Mr.  Grey  i^.' 

■  Mr.  Sheridan  3S0 

MONST  FAIO  ON  AcCOVlfT  Or  SoB- 
SIDT  TO  TBB  KtWO  OT  PaOtSIA,' 
AMD  MIS  CONSVCT  XK  CONSK- 
^OBDiCE  M. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Shrridan  ris, 

^•'**—  Chanccllorpf  theExchcqocr  38S 
'■'  ■'■-  Mr.  Grey  396 

'     '  Mr.  Sheridaa  40Z.  407  ♦ 

— —  Mr.  M.  Robinfbn  40/ 

MorroH  for  Mohombnts  to  C/f** 

Tains  Hartbt  avo  Hutt 
Speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer 407 


APPENDIX  4S4 

Second  Report  of  Secret  Committee  of 

Hovfe  of  Commons  33 

Appendix  to  eitto  61 

Supplemenr  to  ditto  184 

Firft  Report  of  Comouttee  of  Hoale  of 

Lor^s  aoo 

Second  ditto  sot 

Appendix  to  ditto  Azo 

Papers    relatiTe   to   Nova  Scotia  and 

Halifax  ai9 

Accountof  Difpofal  of  Money  forStrrice  ^ 

of  Year  1793  1794  236 

Money  graoied  tur  Vear  179^  E37 


IKDEX. 


■  '—  Mr.  Coartcfiay 

— — —  Lord  Wtcionibe 

'    I '     Mr.  Bur4«)ii 

■  Mr.  Jcky« 

— Lord  W.  RuflU 

— Mr.Yorfce    . 

-   ■  Mr.  LambtoD " 

>  » he  ^pe«ker 

•— ~-  Sir  y^,  Yonge 

■  ■  Mr.  ConKco 
:    ..     ^  Mr.  Baker 

■       '  Mr.  Milb«nk 

•  Mr.  S^eantWatfon 


<PiSe  10 
II 

11 

a6 

th. 
»7 

U, 

20 
21 


Friday^  Maj  %%» 


Bill  vxiTjyc  vcculiaii  Powbri 


IM  Covin  M4INT 

speech  ot  Mr.  Orvf 

■  Mr.  CannHkf 
■I  ■  -^  Mr.  Lambton 
^^^  Mr.  Baker 

"  Mr.  CoorbeiMy 
■  ■  The  Speaker 

—  Mr.  Pitt 

'  Sfr  E.  Howard 

Mr.  Dandat 

•  Mr.  Sheridan 

Mr.  WrnHhaai 

— -  Lord  G.  CaTeadiib 


ih.i^ 


»*.  33- 


-  Mr.  Drako 
—  Mr.  Pot 

'  Mr.  Thompfon 

— —  Mr.  Curwcn 

■  ■    —  Major  Maitland 

Mr.  Jekyll 

A  wavm  Altercatioa  upon  the  Re  ad< 

9ii/fion  of  Srrangert  69 

lASt  of  the  Minority  wh'^  YOt^d  on  the 
Queflion  of  Adjournmejit,  to  prevent 
the  rbiid  R-aaiog  of  the  Bill  to  fuf- 
pcod  the  Habeas  Corpos  A  a     6^,  69 

Mmddjf,  May  19. 

Sui'tTIOVI    AMD   TiBAiONABLK  Pa- 

psaa  74 

Motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  tb, 

TlTAKKS     OF      THE     HotTtB     TO     Sf» 

CtfAaLit   Gair   and  Sir    John 

Jertib  75 

Speech  of  Mr.  Dnrdaa  ib. 

— — —  Mr.  Shrridan  ib. 

Tuefdty^  Af«f20. 

Report  by  Mr.  Windham  ib, 

MefTjgc  from  the  Loids  ib, 

Speech  of  Mr.  ShenV^n  ib. 

Thanks   to  Sir    Charles  Grit 

AND  Sir  John  Jiaris  7^ 

Speech  of  Mr.  Dun  las  ib.  77 

■  Mr,  Sheri'^an  76,  77 
— — —  Majo   MrfiiUnd  ib» 


TRiAt  OF  Mr.  Hastimcs   Page  12$ 
Speech  of  Mr.  Burke  ib* 


22 
67 
2S 

30 
3' 
39 

ib,  59.  67,  68 
ib» 
34 
39 
45 
48 
ib. 
ib.^i 

«7 
68 
ib, 
\b. 


Afondof,  Mmj  26. 

IwtOLVIIfT  DlBTORt 

154 

Speech  of  Mr.  Jekyll 

lb. 

Sir  R.  P.  Aniea 

S5S 

-.-.-  Mr.  Hutfey 

ib. 

America 

156 

Speech  of  Mr.  ShehdAa 

1^.158 

1^7 

Mr.  Fox 

ib. 

ib. 

— —  Mr.  Wilberforce 

1*. 

M« 

Military  Trsri 

»S9 

Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan 

ib.  16c 

— ~«M  Mr.  Dundat 

x6i 

Mr.  Fo« 

f».  166 

Mr.  M.  Robinfon 

l6f 

Mr.  W.  Smith 

ib. 

-     —  The  Mailer  of  the  Rolb      166 
Friday,  May  30. 

MoTIOK  FOR    PlACB  2t8 

Speech  of  Mr.  Fox  ib,  25 » 

— —  Mr.  Jenkinfon  a 3* 

-  Mr.  Sheridan  236. 249 
"■—  The  Lo-d  Mayor  142 

—  ■  —  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

V      ,  243,244 

— — —  Mr.  Courtenay  ib^ 

Lift  of  the  Minority  255 

Mmday,  Jmme  1 6* 

Str?FttMEMT    TO    THl   SlCOKO  RE- 
FORT    or    THE   SXCRZT    CoMMfT- 

TtE  283 

Spt-ech  of  the  Chtocellor  s>f  the  E«- 
chr'quer  ib.  289 

_—  Mr.  Grey  2«^.  2Sr 

— .^  Mr.  Sheridan  ib.  289 

— — —  The  'Attorney  General  th, 

— ^— —  Mr.  Francis  293 

—  The  Speaker  fb, 

— . — —  Mr.  Whitbiead,  juo.  ib. 

-^-—  Mr   Dun^as  ib. 

Mr.  Fox  I  A. 

Thanks  t*i  Lran  Hcwf  2';t 
Sp»erh  nf  Se'rr»ary  Dundas  fi.  104 
— -—  Mr.  F<»x  t9i 

——Mr.  Stanley  294 

— — —  Mr.  Sh'rHan  ib, 

Thk  Second  Rfport   of  Tite  Sx- 

CaXT  CoMMlTTJtE  Sr.J 

Sp-cfh  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exch-  - 

quer  lb, 

>*      Mr.  Lambton  25S.  t  f  6 

S^vtch 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

^i<«r,  Sir  KlehdrA  Ptpfer  (MiHcr  of  the  Rolls )»  oa  Soft  Crimiaal  Law,  u^72« 
ii.  129.  44S.  Oa  Attotiues,  it.  I57.  On  Mr.  Atlciaron,  ii.  170.  Oa  Vohuceei' 
Corpf ,  ill .  8 3 •  Bill  to  preTcnt  d< Jajr  in  ElediioDi,  iii*  47  j.  Oa  loibiTeaC  Debtors 
Bill.  W.  155. 

jfrmy  Efimatei,  !•  23;* 

^tkinfin,  Afo  Uis  I'lii'i'^n,  i*.  119.  161*  US9. 

^tarmty  GtHerai  [h'lT  jviin  Scot),  on  Frrach  Propertj  Bill,  1.196.  Mtllcn*  Bill, 
ii.  216.  Criminal  Law  or  Scothnd,  ii.  464.  Voluntary  Sabfcripdofu  and 
Bcr«volenre*»  n.  546.  575.  V^oloHTeer  Corps,  iii.  63.  68.  Emigtaat  C«vp«, 
it .  300.     Report  nom  bciret  Coitifnirtee,  m.  503,  504.     .s 

\Aturrut^  Tax  on,  ii.  84.  143.  On  Sup^lemtot  to  Secoo4  Report  of  CoBouttBr, 
iy.  189.    On  Second  Ke^oic,  iv.  31^ 

AMcklama,  Lor  J,  on  King*t  Sptech,  i.  15.  On  Indemnity  Bill  fbr]:iD<lfog  Hefli^a 
Troops,  li.  47.  168..  On  i.ord  Radnor's  Protein,  ii.  217.  Oji  Voluntrer  Corps 
Bill,  ill.  92.  On  How«ra*s  Diyorrc  Bill,  iii.  163.  42^1  426-  Praffiao  Ssbfirfy. 
ill.  ^89.  On  Slave  Tradp,  iit.  416.  On  Emigrant  Corps,  iti.  441.  On  Poke 
ot  Bedtord*t  ReiblucioiiS  io  order  to  recommend  Peace,  iv.  x86.  2x5. 

B 

BjiKEH^  Mr,  on  Militia,  li.  333.    On  French  Levies  iii.  2t9,  301.    On  Sa^es- 

iion  ot  Haheat  Corfut  Ai\t  iv.  zo.  31. 
Jistbem,  Mr.  on  Slave*  for  foreign  Iflimi^  it.  149. 
JSarfng,  Sir  FrMtUy  00  Mr,  Atkiofon't  Cafe,  11.  170.    On  Royalty  Theatre,  iij. 

244-  '•  y^y  * 

Saff^t^  Sir  Frsncii^  on  Millers^  Bilf,  i.  363.  ii.  216.    On  Motion  refpeCdof  iaa/t» 

rica,  iv.  157.  2 1 6. 
BajiardtMr,  on  Wooleotrbcr*,  i*  35?. 
Btartrftft,  Mr,  on  Mr.  Atkinfm's  Cafe,  ii.  171. 
Mf^ttfiy^  Mr.  bring!  up  Re^yort  of  Conmntee  on  India  Bvdgefy  iii.  58. 
£<,dj»dy  Diktof,  on  Indemiiity  B  )1  fbr  hnding  Heflian  Troopi,  ii.  79.     On  Bfeii'> 

gniK  Corps  Bill,  ii^.  443.  458.     On  Howard's  Ditorce  Bil(  iii.  354.  424,  425. 

Notice,  iv.  154.     Motion  t'»r  Peaee,  iv.  167.  216.    On  Motttn  for  Thanks  to 

Lord  Howr«  iv.  265.     On  Motion  of  Thanks' to  Lord  Hood,  iv.  324.     On 

Order,  iv.  331. 
B^iin/o/entesy  CoHverfntion  on,  ii.  480.  ?33*. 
Serhiy,  C^ftsU,  on  Army  Eftimat^,  i.  246. 
if*ring4i»n^  Lerd^  on  Report  of  Secret  Committee,  iv>  07. 
^nwvm",  M^»  on  Aogmentavion  of  Militta*  ii.  178*    On  Heflian  Troops,  it.  33r. 
Branilnfgt  Mr,  on  Convoys,  li.  24.     On  Duty  on  Paper,  ii.  305.  399.     On  Sttb* 

fcription  for  raifin^  Troops,  ii.  418.     On  rumour  that  the  Fk'r&ch  had  landetf^ 

ii.  426. 
Broune^  A>.  If^at  H^vkins,  on  King's  Speech,  i.  64.     On  hi»  M^jefty'i  Meflage^ 

i>.  493.    Oa  Sinectire  PImcs,  iti.  lai.    On  RevKW  of  laft  Camptign,  iii.  2e4« 
Budgtt,  the  MinifterS,  1   277. 
«  ■  Jn<<ign,  ii.  4c  3.  5^7. 

Bunhay,  Sir  CttrA'ty  oa'  B<1I  fur  exempting  Poor  from  labour  00  Highwap,  Sii. 

113. 
Burden^  Mr,  on  Supply  of  SLves  to  foreign  Itlands,  ii.  146.     On  Aogmentltioft^ 

of  Militia,  ii.  179.     On  Paper  Dut>,  ii.  399.     On  Report  of  Secret  CoAttittee^ 

iii.  494.    Oil  SufpcAfion  of  Hab  at  Cwpus  A  A,  iv.  1 1.  20w    On  Second  Report,- 

iv.  303. 
Bmrh,  Mr,  on  Trial  of  Mr.  Ki>1»nfrs,  i.  150.  iii.  355.  ir.  126.     On  Convoys,  i.- 

220,  221.     On  Imprifonmen:  of  ?4.de  b  Fa>ettr,  ii.  358.  366.    On  Vciunteer 

Bill,  iii.  6,  7.  8.     On  Emi«irar>t  C  >» p*  T^U,  ii  .  329.  3^7.     On  Sinecure  Places/ 

iii.  124.  126.    157.     On  BiM  to  priv'fn^  dchy  at  Ele^kions,  m.474.     On  Re* 

port  from  Secret  Ccmmirte',  iii.  501.     On  receiving  Thanks  of  the  Hoofe  as 

Manager  of  the  lmpea«.hmrnr^  iv.  361.     On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  L«rd  Hood, 

iv.  372. 
BurrsUy  Sir  Ftttr,  on  Kw^'i  Spc-.b,  i.  57* 

B^rtM^ 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

Jtnrtmi^  Mr.  eo  Bill  for  eiemptiog  Poor  from  labour  on  Highway,  lii.  iir^ 
Jb  irjtfMy  Mr.  on  lua  Ma)eftj*8  Med^ge,  ii;  493.   On  Bill  lUatire  to  Tells,  Ui. 


470- 


CABRNAWONy  Esrl  »f^  on  Ifotioh  for  Peace,  I.  40$.  On  Indemnity  BUI  for 
Heflian  Troopt,  ii.  61.  On  Tieatiet,  ii.  ^79.  On  Voluntary  SubrcripCioos,  iU 
510,  On  Privilege,  iii.  56,  57.  On  Volunteer  Corps  Bill,  iii.  91.  On  Pri^ilegesy 
iii.  too.  New  Militia  Bill,  iii.  aaa.  On  Complaint  againft  one  of  the  Maoa- 
Sert,  iii.  364^  French  Emigrant  Bill,  iti.  449.  On  bri -iging  in  Firft  Report  of 
Secret  Committer,  iv*  78.  On  Motion  for  bofpenfion  of  the  Ha6tsi  Uf^»i  A€t, 
IT.  109.  OnOrder,  i».  331. 
Cmtmphtllf  Mr.  on  Heffi«n  Tioopa,  ii.  313. 

Camnrng,  Mr,  on  Treaty  with  Sardinia,  i.  204*     On  Reyiew  of  laft  Campaign,  lil, 
>97>  ^03*    ^°  Emigrant  Corps,  ill.  302.     On  Sufpenfion  of  Hahtat  Ccrpmt  Ad, 
:.  iv.  9,  la  iS. 

Car/iJUf  Earl  of,  on  King*8  Speech,  i.  44.     On  Motion  for  Pe^ce,  i.  4z5»    Oa 

Indemnity  Bill  for  landing  Hefliant,  ii.  66.    On  Volunteer  Corps  Bill,  aii.  90. 

On  Privileges,  iii«  104.     Oa  Motion  to  fn  pend  the  Hab»at  C->rpns  A&^  it.  114^ 

C^rjtftrtf  LmtJ,  on  Heflian  Troops,  ii.  3 50.    On  Imprironxnent  of  M.  de  la  Fayette, 

11.  366. 
CatMest  Rowum^  Relief  of,  2;  163.  il.  415, 47S. 
Cmtffndifif,  Urd  Gewrge,  on  landing  Heffian  Troopi,  !.  317,    On  Sofpcafion  of  Hf 

hems  Orpms  AA,  iv.  4S. 

Cavtndijb,  V^rd  Jthn^  takei  the  oathi  and  his  <eat,  it,  156. 

Cmwtborne,  Mr.  on  Slave  Trade,  i.  301.  ii.  153.     On  Royalty  Theabe«  iiu  &43, 

I^r4  CbMKtUor,  on  King's  Speech|  i.  49.      Motion  refpc^ing  France,  ii.  4^3. 

Voluntary  Sobfcriptioni,  it.  523..    On  Earl  Stanhope*s  Motion,  iii.  37.    On 

Privilege,  iih  109.     On  Howard's  Divorce  Bill^  iii.  163.  425.     On  H»ftjofi*a 

Trial,  iii.  261.     On  Inquiry  into  the  Cafes  o^  MefTra.  Muir  and  Paltter^ii.  284* 

292.     On  Infolvent  BiH,  iti«  304.    On  Complaint  againft  one  of  the  Managert* 

sit.  366*     On  Second  Report  of  the  Coihmitree,  iv  2So»  281.     On  Motion  of 

Thanks  to  Lord  Hood,  iv.  328,  329,  330,  33;. 

r  Tbi  CUwtell-ro/tht  Exckefuer  (Mr  Pitt>,  on  his  Majefty^s  Speech, and  the  Addreft, 

'  i.  96.    On  the  coodo&of  the  Courts  of  Criminal  law  of  Scotland,  i.  1154,  155. 

^  On  the  Heflian  Troops,  i.  139,  160.  338.  347.  ii.  325.     On  Convoys,  i.  171^ 

175»  >76*  214.  ii.  25.     On  Confifcation  of  Fropertv  of  Foreigners  m  1- ranee,  i* 

209,  22$.  On  Army  Cftimates,  i.  246,  257.   On  Budget.  1.  277.   On  Loan  and 

Taxes,  i.  293.     On  Slave  Tradr,  i.  997.  308.     Admin ij^ration  of  Joftice  ii| 

Scotland^  i,  3$i«  362.     On  Woolcombert,  i.  352.     On  btateof  Halifax  and 

r  Nova  Scotia,  ii.  1x6.  It8.    On  Mr.  Palmer's  Sentenect  ii.  119,  I2t,  122      Oa 

''  Motion  for  Addreft  on  ditto,  ii.  Z3i«    On  Supply  tt(  Slaves  to  foreign  Iflands^ 

'  ii.  152.     On  Attomies,  ii.  156.  158,  159.     On  Mr.  Palmer's  Petidon,  ii.  164^ 

165,166^     On  Mr.  Atkinlon*s  Petition,  ii.  i-n.     On  Navy  DeKt,  ii.  174. 

^  On  Stones,  Slate^  and  Marble,  ii.  174.     Oh  additional  Militia,  li.  174,  i-5, 

k  334.     On  Treattrs,  ii.  205.     On  CaSesof  Muir  and  Palmer/ii.  271,  ^82.    On 

Imprifonment  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  li.  349,  364,  368.     On  P;ipfrDQty,  ii.  39S; 

Sttbfcription  for  railing  Troops,  ii.  412.  416.     On  Alien  Till,  ii.  478.     On  his 

Majefty*s  Meflage,  ii.  485,491.     On  Lottery,  ii,  528,550.     On  Volunteer 

Corps,  ii.  530,  579,  58a.    On  Circular  Letteis,  li.  '580.  *  On  Volunteer  Bill, 

s  iii.  3^  4,  8,  9,  10,  Z2,  13,  54,  68,  79,  86.    On  Frrnchmen  in  Pay  of  Great 

%  Briuin,  iit.  13,  59,  60.     On  Guns  ai»d  ritores  left  at  Ponkirk  and  Toolon,  iii; 

t  20.  22.  24.    On  Meflage  relative  to  Crown  Lands,  iii.  i  r6.    On  Sinecure  Places^ 

iii.  125,  152.     On  Eaft  India  Company,  iii.  164,  165.     On  Revrw  of  left 

Campaign,  iii.  207.     On  French  Lr vies,   iii.  113,  329,230,247,  301.     Oft 

Kiog^s  Meflisge,  iii.  352.    On  Proflian  Subfidy,  \i\.  397,  434.    On  Conrraflors^ 

)  iii.416.    On  WaolcoMbers*  Bill,  iii.  469.    On  Bill  to  prevent  delay  in  Elections, 

Ui.  474.     On  Seditious  and  Trcafonable  Pra6lices,tii.  479.     On  Keport  ot  Se- 

I  knx  Committee,  iii.  48 1,  500,  504.    On  Motion  f <  r  Su(pen(ion  of  Hahtai  Cttftt 

AA,  iv.  33,  59,  671  68.     On  Seoi'ioos  and  Treafonable  Papers,  iv.   74.     Od 

Motion  for  Peace,  iv.  24 3*  244.  Prefents  fiecond  Part  of  Report  froA  Cbmauttco 

Vol.  ir^  8  a  of 


OmBRAL  IKDET. 

of  Secrecy,  W.  i  St.  On  the  Soppl'iDeot  to  i^  Second  Rcportt  rr.  %%%,  sS^.  Oi» 
the  SecoDd  Rep-^rt  and  Motion  reipetti-  g  i^  it.  195.  Ob  Motion  for  Citj  Mi^ 
lilia  Bill,  tv,  334.     On  Motion  for  Thanks  to  Manager!  of  Impeachmciit,    ai, 

334>  14>*    ^^  Motion  of  Tb«nks  to  Lord  Hood,  iv.  371,  37%.     On  Pmffi»c% 

Sobfidy*  and  conduct  of  the  King  of  Raffia  in  conlequence,  iv.  328.    Moti->ri 

for  Monumeoc  for  Captains  Hanrey  and  Hutt^  iv.  407 • 
CireuUr  letters,  i'u  5 So. 
O^rente,  Dv^i  6ff  on  Slave  Trade,  H.  416,  4x7,  411.    PrtfeaU  Petition  #ram 

WcA  ln<:ia  Mfrcb^nti,  iv.  159.    On  Motion  lor  Thanks  to  Loc4- Howe,  iv.  2.67. 
CU/dcn^  Lord  J  Addrets  on  Kla^**  Speech,  i.  55. 
Coals,  Duty  on,  ii.  16). 

Cocks,  Mr,  on  AugnKoutien  of  Militia,  ii.  i8o. 
Citmvtyst  Debates  on,  i.  167,  2io«  35a,  %6t*  ii.  >• 
Cfke^  Air*  on  Sinecure  Places,  iii.  120. 
ConfifcMioM  9/ French  JFroferty^  u  109,  195. 
CartifPiiU,  Sh  Gtcrge,  on  Mr.  Palmer^  Sentence,  ii.  ti6» 
dvemtry.  Earl  of,  on  King's  speech,  i.  29.     On  Matquts  of  LuU2owo*t  Motio^ 

i.  356.    On  Volunr(;er  Coips  B  II,  ill.  89.    On  Trial  of  Mr.  Hafting^  iii.  24i. 

On  Second  Report  of  the  Committee^  tv.  275. 
Cmriemey,  Mr,  on  King's  Speech,  i.  64.    On  Impriibnmeat  of  M.  dc  la  Fayette,  ii. 

367.     On  Sabbath-oay  Bill,  iii.  2-6,  :97.     On  Review  of  lall  Canpaigii,  iii» 

aoo.     On  Su(penfion  of  Habeas  Csr^m  Ad,  iv,  lO,  31.  33.  39*    To  Order  oi| 

Moti«  n  for  Pe^ce,  iv.  24^4. 
Chifrvell,  Mr,  on  Contradb&rs,  iii.  415. 

Cariis  Jti/sernsan,  on  Convoys,  ii.  18.     On  City  Militia  Bill,  rv.  339. 
Curwen,  Mr,  en  Volanfrer  Corps,  iii.  65.     On  Sinecure  Places,  vk  123.     On 

K.n^'s  MHTtyr,  iii.  351.    On  Pruffiaa  5ubfidy,  iii*  355*    Oa  Sofpeafioa  of 

Habeas  Ctrput  Ad,  iv.  29.  68. 


VARSLETf  Lerd^  on  Motion  to  acknowledge  the  French  Republics  1. 148.  On 
Motion  for  Peace,  1.  4x0.  On  Duke  of  Bedfoid*8  RefolutioBi  to  thai  end,  iv. 
189. 

Dedaratim  pvbliflied  at  Toofen,  i.  135. 

Deni^  Mr.  on  Sl«*e  Trade,  t.  302.  ii.  337.  On  Bill  toprevent  delay  in  Elcfiioni, 
iii  474.     On  Second  Report  of  Committee  of  Secrecv,  iv.  315. 

Derby,  Earl  tj,  Addrela  on  King's  Speech,  i.  36.  On  Addrefs  on  King's  Mcflifc, 
ii.  471*  "On  Voluntary  Snbfcriptions,  ii.  507.  510.  On  Volunteer  Corps  BUI, 
iii.  89,  9X«  On  Trial  or  Warrrn  Haftin^s,  iii.  26.  On  Firft  Report  of  Secret 
Commiitee  being  brought  in,  iv,  78.  On  Motion  to  fufpcnd  the  Habeas  C*rft 
A£l,  iv.  X13      On  Mo(i«  n  of  Thankf  to  Lord  Hood^  iv.  323,  331. 

Dn/orci  JBill^  Mr.  Howard's,  iii.  162,  424. 

DeUeit,  Sir  William^  on  Attornits  Tax,  ii.  156,  479.  On  Amendment  to  AddicA 
moved  on  Secrnd  Report  of  the  Committee  i  f  Secrecy,  iv.'  3,  12. 

Drake.  Mr.  on  Arm^  Eftimates,  i.  244.  Oq  augmentation  of  Militia,  ii.  179. 
On  his  Majctty*s  MeiTage,  ii.  488,  489.  On  Sinecure  Places,  iii.  i2X«  On  Vo- 
lar teer  Cotps,  iiu  84.     On  S'ifpenfion  of  Habeas  Corf  us  A&,  iv.  48. 

Dundas,  Mr,  (Secretary  of  State),  on  King's  Speech,  i.  85.  On  condu£b  of  Coarts 
of  Csiminjl  Law  in  Scotland,  i.  153,  154.  ii.  437.  On  Convoys,  i.  2x7.  On 
French  O/ficen  in  Briiiih  Pay,  i.  230.  On  Army  Eftixnates,  i.  S59.  On«Alien 
BUi,  i.  349.  ii.  225,  4c6.  On  Slave,  ii.  85.  Oh  Sute  of  Halifax  and  Nova 
SvOiia,  li.  97,  io6,  xi3^  1y.  373.  On  Mr.  Palmer's  .Sentence,  ii.  123,  1x7. 
Notice  of  India  Bndget,  ii.  403.  Budget,  ii.  577.  On  Subfcriptipn  lor  raifiog 
Troops,  ii.  4x9*  Meifage  from  his  Majelty,  ii.  426,  482,  489.  £aft  India 
Budget,  iii.  40.  On  Royalty  J  beatre,  iii.  244.  On  Emigrant  Corps  fiU,  iii. 
321,  349*  On  King*s  Meifage,  iii.  352.  On  Penitentiary  Hoo lies,  iii;  469, 
On  Meflage  relative  to  Seditious  M  etings,  iii.  47a,  474,  479.  On  Sufpenfion 
of  Habeat  Cerfta  A€t  iv.  34  Notice  of  Thaunka  to  hir  Charles  G^ey  and  ^ir 
John  Jervis,  iv.  75.  Motion  of  ditto,  Iv.  76.  Motion  refpe^ng  America,  it. 
1 57.  Notice  of  To.  nks  to  Lord  Howe,  iv.  262.  On  Supplement  to  Second  Re* 
^rt,  ir.  290*    On  moving  Thanks  to  Lord  Howe,  iv.  29 x.    Thanks  to  otber 

Officers, 
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Officers  IT.  S94i    On  Motion  fo*-  Mooan^fit  to  Captain  Montague,  itr.  t^ 
On  City  MUitia  Bill,  W.  340,     Motion  of  Thanka  to  Lord  Hood,  vt.  363.  369. 

VIU  37**  * 

ihaiitu^  Nt*X  (tord  Adirocaic  of  Seotland),  on  Cafes  of  Meflh.  Muir  and  Palmer, 

ii.  s43f  %%%%    On  Criminal  Law  «f  bcotlM'S  ii.  449* 
Dndss,  Sir  Thmaa^  on  Abeidtcn  Polict  Bill.  in.  353. 
Pfhmnf  Bif)9^  e/>  ^  Motion  to  ockaowlcdgc  French  Republic,  i.  146. 


f^ASTy  Mr^  on  Slave  Trade,  i.  306.  ii.  14S.    On  French  Corpt,  iil.  257. 
SfeffiMt,  Bill  to  prevent  delay  in,  lii.  427,  473. 
Erftimr^  Mr,  on  Mr.  Palmer's  Petition,  u.  165. 
^migrsm  C»rfh  "».  13»  59>  »»*>  *47»  300»  30S»  43^>  4^4* 


fATETl'E,  M>  if*  U,  Imprifoomcnt  of.  Motion  on,  ii.  337. 
*  Fiiidimgt  L^rdy  on  Armv  Bftimatei  i.  S45. 

^  FincfatrUk^  Generml,  on  Fayette's  Impriluoment,  ii.  337. 

^  fit$»vfUiiam,  Ssrl,  on  Mr  tion  tor  Peace,  ^  597.    On  Duke  of  Bedford*!  Refolur 

ttont  to  that  end,  iv.  loo,  194, 1107. 
JWr,  Mr,  on  Addrefa  moved  on  K;nfi's  Speech,  i.  S7.  On  condiift  of  Cnorti  of 
Criminal  Law  in  Scotla'.d,  i.  153.  155.  li.  a88.  294.  On  Hefllan  Troops,  i. 
i60|  341.  ii.  att.  On  Convoys,  t.  173,  S13,  ai$.  ii.  25.  3i(  On  Sardinian 
Treaty,  i.  190  On  Army  £ft>mat^s,  i.  257,  15S.  259  ^'n  Bndi^et,  i.  2S6. 
On  Loan  and  Taxes,  i.  293.  On  Slave  Trade,  i.  2  ,S.  ii.  336  O1  Trial  of 
Mr.  Haftmgs,  i.  348.  On  Halifax  ^cd  Nova  Scotia,  it.  1x4  On  Mr.  Palmer*t 
Sentence,  ii.  X2O9  i22»  125,  129*  On  fending  Slaves  to  foreign  Iflaodc,  ii.  150* 
On  Mr  Paimer*s  Petition,  li.  164.  On  aufimr nation  ot  Mliti .,  ii.  181,  1^3, 
I  334*    ^^  Treaties,  ii.  197,  2X4«    On  Cafes  of  Meff  s.  Miur  and  Palmer,  ii.  a62» 

278*    On  Innpnronmen rot  Fayette,  li.  : 59    364-368.    Sutfcrtptons  for  rai6ng 
^     Troops,  ii.  413,  565.  568.     On  Alien  Bill,  ii  478      On  his  Maiefty's  Mc(r4^e, 
11.482,487.     On  Lottery,  ii    529.     On  /ojnteer  Corps,  i    530     -i    e   75, 
80,  88.     On  Guns  an*i  Stores  letc  at  Dun<cirk  and  Touiun,  iii.  22.    0 1  Meflage 
j  relat.ve  to  Crown  Lands,  iii    1x6      On  Sinecore  Pbcet^  lii.  i  ',7,  i$8      On  Re- 

view of  laft  Canitiaign*  iii>  204,  2x0      0«  Frfnch  Levies,  in.   2^1,  3.0,  304* 
[  3o6y  336      On  King's  Meflage.  lii    351.    On  Eledion  Bill,  iii-  3^3,  ai^,  473* 

f  On  Pruflian  Sobfidy,  iii.  405.  415,  43a      On  Seditions  and  rrca'ciarle  Prac« 

tiers,  iii*  475,  476,  478.    On  Report  of  Secrt<  Ct>nimitt'e,  1:1.  4^9   504      On 
Sufpeofion  Qi  H^at  Ctrpmt  riA,  iv.  48, 66.    On  Motion  refpe^ing  Ait  nca,  iv. 
;  '57*     ^'^  Motion  tor  Peace,  iv.  2x8   2$!.    On  Supplement  ro  Second  Re;  ort^ 

f  iv.  290.    On  Motion  or  Thanks  to  L  ^ra  Howe.  iv.  192.    On  Secoiid  Report,  iv»  ^ 
^  304.     MovfB  an  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs,  iv.  311,  315.    On  Motion  of  ' 

;  Thanks  to  Manager^  ot  Impeachment,  iv^  354.     On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Lord 

Hood,  iv.  36S,  37«. 
France^  Motion  refpe6lirf(  fo  tirnting  a  Civil  War,  li.  42  r* 
I  FrMcit,  Mr,  on  landing  rieflian  »  ronps    i.  3x8.  ii.  29s      On  Mr  Palmer^s  Sen- 

tence, ii.  123.    On  Mr.  Atkinf -n's  Cafe,  ii.  X7i.    On  Augment  tioti  of  Militij^ 
I  ii.  178,  179.    On  ShveTrtde,  ii    337,    On  Subfciiption  toi  raifit.g  Troops,  ii, 

415.     On  his  M4Jrfty*B  Meflage,  ii.  402.     On  Lottery,  ii.  5^9.    On  Volunteer 
BiUs,  ii.  580.     On  Circolar  Letters,  ii.  581.     On  Volunteer  Bill,  iii.  4.     On 
I  Baft  India  Budget,  ii    58.     On  Emigrant  Corps  Biil,  Hi.  50,  239.     On  Volun- 

teer Corp?,  ill.  6x.  On  Eaft  In'^ia  Lompanyi  iii.  164,.  165,  247.  Oq  Review^ 
of  laft  Campaign,  iii.  202.  On  Piuflian  Subfidy,  in.  362.  Un  Su.penOon  of 
Babtdi  Ctput  Pidy  iv.  9.  On  Supplement  to  Srcond  Report,  iv.  288.  On 
City  Miliria  Bill,  iv.  339.  On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Managers  of  luipeach- 
meot,  iv.  353. 
French  Prtftrt^  confifeated,  i.  2^*9,  295. 
•^.^.  B-efublitf  Motion  to  acknowledge  it,  1.  135. 

•  »  %  GARDNER 


OmBRAL  IKD£X. 

of  Secrecy,  W .  %  St.  On  the  Sapf  I- neiit  to  tlw  Second  Report,  rr.  sSj.  %t  $.   Otm 

tht  Second  Rrp^rt  and  Motion  reipe^i  |  i^  it.  195.  On  Motion  for  City  Mi- 
litia BiU,  iv.  334.  On  Motion  fat  Thanks  to  Mao^gerl  of  Impeachment,  ii. 
334>  34'*  ^'^  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Lofd  Hood,  iv.  371,  37I.  On  Pntfliao. 
Sobfidy,  and  conduct  or*  the  King  of  ^oflTia  in  conlcqucoce,  iv,  jSg.  Motiwa 
for  Monumeoc  for  CapUint  Harvey  mni  Hutt^  iv.  407. 

CkcuUr  letters,  ii.  5 So. 

Cisrtmtey  Dy^i  •/,  on  Slave  Trade,  ii.  416,  417,  411.  Prtfenta  Petition  from 
WcA  India  M<>rchdnti,  jv.  259.    Oa  Motion  for  Thanks  to  Lot*  Howc»  iv.  267. 

Qifdm^  Lerd^  AddreCs  on  Kia^*»  Speech,  I.  55, 

Cdd/i,  Doty  on,  ii.  j6). 

decks f  Mr.  on  Augmeotatioo  of  Militia,  ii.  189. 

Cfavvjs,  Debateaoo,  i.  167,  tio.  352,  361.  ii.  s. 

Ote^  Mr*  on  Stnecafre  Places,  lit*  120. 

€enfiftatiem  •/ fremch  Irefertj^  i.  S09,  S95. 

Cernwstt,  Sir  Gtcrgt,  on  Mr.  Palmer**  Sentence,  is.  jtS» 

Cevemtry,  Earl  «/,  on  Kirig*8  speech,  i.  29.  On  Marquis  of  Laaflown*s  Mottoil^ 
u  35$.  On  Volunrt^er  Corps  B  II,  iii*  89.  On  Trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  iiu  261. 
Oo  Second  Report  of  the  Committee,  iv.  275. 

Cmrtewey,  Mr,  un  King's  Speech,  i.  64.  On  Impriibnment  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  ii« 
367.  On  Sabbaih-tuy  Bill,  Hi.  2-6,  .97.  On  Review  of  lall  Campaign,  iii* 
aoo.  On  Sutpcnfion  of  Uaheas  Cer^  A€t,  tv.  10,  31.  33.  39*  To  Order  01^ 
B4oti<  n  for  Pe<ce,  iv.  244. 

Cbihteil,  Mr^  00  ContraAcn,  iii*  4 1 5. 

Cmt'u  Jiifierwrnnt  on  Convoys,  ii.  x8.     On  City  Militia  Bill,  U,  330. 

Ckrwn,Mr,  ^n  Vvlun^'er  Corps,  iii.  65.  Oo  Sinecore  Places,  iik  123.  On 
Kn^'s  MHTirr,  iii.  351.  On  Pruffian  Sobfidy,  iii.  355«  On  Sofpeafion  of 
ffshm  CtrfMt  Ad,  iv.  29.  68. 

D 

VARSLET^  Lerdf  on  Motion  to  acknowledge  the  French  Republic,  i.  148.  On 
Motion  lor  Peace,  1.  410.  On  Duke  of  Bedfoid^s  Rcfolutioos  to  thai  end,  iv. 
189. 

DetUratUm  pobliflied  at  Toalon,  i.  135. 

Denty  Mr,  on  SU«e  Ttad**,  i.  3O2.  ii.  337.  On  Bill  to  prevent  delay  in  ElcAions, 
ill  474.     Oo  Second  Report  of  Committee  of  Secret  v,  iv.  315. 

Derby,  Berl  ej,  Addrela  on  King*s  Speech,  i.  36.    On  Addrefs  on  King's  Maflife, 
li.  471*    Ou  Volontary  Snbfcrtptions,  ii.  507.  510.    On  Volanfeer  Corps  BUI, 
iii.  89,  9i«     On  Trial  ot  Warrrn  Haftin^s,  iii.  26.    On  Firft  Report  of  Secret    ' 
Committee  being  brought  in,  iv,  78.    On  Motion  to  fufpeod  the  iUbess  Cerfus 
AA,  iv.  113      On  Motii  nof  Thankp  to  Lord  Hood^  iv.  323,  331. 

Dtverce  Stllf  Mr.  Howard's,  iii.  162,  424* 

DtlUit,  Sir  ifil'iam^  on  Attornics  Tax,  ii.  156,  479.  On  Amendment  to  Addiefs 
moved  00  Sccrnd  Report  of  the  Committee  « f  becrecy,  iv.'  3,  12. 

Drakt,  Mr,  00  Atrnt  Eftimates,  i.  244.  On  augmentation  of  Militia,  11.  179. 
On  his  Majctty's  Mrflltge,  ii.  488,  489.  On  Sinecuie  Places,  iii.  iii.  On  Vo» 
lortecr  Cotps,  in.  84.     On  S'jfpcofion  of  HahemsCerput  A&,  iv«  48. 

DtituUs,  Mr,  (Secretary  of  State),  on  King's  Speech,  i,  85.  On  condu^l  of  Coarts 
of  CaimtO'l  Law  in  Scotland,  i.  153,  154.  ii.  437.  On  Convoys,  i.  217.  On 
French  Officers  in  Briiiih  Pay,  i.  230.  On  Army  Eftixnates,  i.  2^9.  OnJllien 
BUt,  i.  349.  ii.  22 Sf  4c6.  On  Slave?,  ii.  85.  OJ(  State  of  Halifax  ai^  Nova 
&«.o.ia,  ii.  97.  106^  11 3. J**  373«  On  Mr.  Palmer's  .Sentence,  ii.  123,  127. 
Notice  of  India  Bndget,  ii.  403.  Budget,  it.  577.  On  SabfcripCipn  lor  raifiog 
Troops,  ii  419.  Mtflsgc  from  bis  Majelly,  ii.  426,  482,  489.'  £aft  India 
Budget,  iii.  40.  On  Royalty  1  bcatre,  iii,  244.  On  Emigrant  Corps  fiiil,  ill. 
321,  349.  On  King's  Meifage,  iii.  352.  On  Penitentisry  Hooies,  tii^  469, 
On  Meflage  relative  to  Seditioos  M  etings,!!!.  472,  474,  479.  On  Sufpeofion 
of  HeUai  Cerpta  AQ  Iv.  34  Notice  of  Thsinks  to  &ir  Charles  Grey  and  ^ir 
John  Jenris,  iv.  75.  Motion  of  ditto,  Iv.  76.  Motion  refpeding  America,  iv. 
157.  Notice  of  Tn  nks  tu  Lord  Howe,  iv.  262*  On  Supplemeot  to  Second  Re- 
^r(,  iv.  290*    On  moving  Thanks  to  Lord  Howe,  iv.  291.    Thanks  to  ot|itf 

Officer^ 


'    eSKSAALlNDBK. 

Oftctf«9  !▼.  ft94*    Oa  Motion  fo*-  Mooanent  to  Captain  Montague*  W.  %^ 
On  City  MUitia  Bill,  W.  340.     Moiion  of  Tbanlu  to  Lord  Hood,  iv.  363.  369. 

l>vj>d;ii«,  il&»  Jt.  (Lord  Adirocaic  of  Seotland),  on  Cafes  of  Meflh.  Mair  and  Palmer, 

ii.  S43,  %$2*    On  Criminal  Law  «f  bcothm^  ii.  449. 
i>mmdm$^  SirThm^Mf  on  Aberdeen  Police  BilL  in.  353. 
0mrhmmf  Bif>9^  tf^  M  Motion  to  ocknowlcdge  French  RepnbUc,  i.  146. 


SAST9  Mr,  on  Slave  Trade,  i.  306.  it  148.    On  Ficnch  Corps,  ill.  257. 
^/«AiMrf,  Bill  to  prevent  delay  in.  lii.  427,  473 

,11.  161 


Erjkine^  Mr,  on  Mr.  Palner*i  Petition,  11.  165. 
Cmigrsm  C»'/f,  in.  13,  59,  lis,  »47»  Z<^  %<>$>  43^t  4^4- 


^AYU'VUE,  M,  ii  U%  Iin|irifoomcnt  of«  Motion  on,  ii.  337^ 

FitUUug,  lAfd^  on  Armv  Bftimato  i.  145. 

FifMp^trukf  Gewermlt  on  Fayette'a  Impriiunment.  ii.  337. 

FinswiJ/ism,  Esri,  00  Mr  tion  tor  Peace,  j.  597.    On  Uuke  of  Bfd/brd's  Refolur 

ttoni  to  that  end,  iv.  loo,  194, 1107. 
Fmt,  Mr.  on  Addxefi  irored  on  K:ofi'f  Speech,  i.  S7.    On  cond«£k  of  Coortt  of 
Criminal  Law  in  Scotia-  d,  i.  153.  155.  li.  a88.  294.     On  Heflian  Tro^^ps*  i. 
160,  341.  ii.  ett.     On  Convnyiy  i.  173,  si 3,  %iy  it.  25.  31      On  bardmim 
Treaty,  i.  190      On  Army  Cftimatr,,  i.  257,  s^S,  i$a      <'n  Bndi^et,  i.  2S6« 
On  Loan  and  Taxes,  1.  293.     On  Slave  Trade,  i.  e  ,S.  ii.  336     O1  Trial  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  i.  34S.    On  Halifax  jccI  Nova  Scotia,  n.  1x4      On  Mr.  Palmer*o 
Sentence,  ii-  xao,  laa,  115,  ift9«    On  fending  Slaves  to  f>>rei£n  IHand*,  ii.  150* 
On  Mr.  PaiRier*!  Petition,  li.  164.    On  aueme station  ot  Mliti .,  ii.  tSi,  1^3, 
334*    On  Treatiet,  li.  197,  214.    On  Cafes  of  Meff^.  Moir  and  Palmer,  li.  262* 
ayS*    On  Innprifonmer.rot  F<iyettr.  li.  :59   364  36S.    Sutfcript  ens  for  ra.6ng 
^     Troops,  ii.  413,  565,  568.     On  Al'^en  Bid,  it  478      On  his  Maie(h*s  MefTt^e, 
li.  482, 487.     On  Lottery,  h    529.     On  /ointeer  Corps,  1    5)0      i    e   75, 
80,  88.     On  Guns  an«i  Stores  lert  ai  Dun<cirlc  and  Touio»,  i!i.  22.    Oi  McOaie 
relat.ee  to  Crovirn  Lands,  iii    1 16      On  Sinecure  Pbc<^  ti:.  x  *.7,  158      On  Re- 
view of  laft  Can).atgn,  iii*  204,  2x0      0«  French  Levies,  in.  2^1,  3.0,  304* 
306,  336      On  King's Meflage.  iti    351.    On  Eledion  Bill,  iii  353,  4  ?  -.  473* 
On  Pniflian  Sakfidjf,  iii.  405.  415.  43a      On  Seditions  and  Trta'o  a-.le  Frac* 
ticet,  iii.  475,  476,  478.    On  Kepon  »f  Set  re  Coniinitt*e,  i<i.  4^.9   504      On 
Sufpeofioo  of  Hmhtsi  Ctfmt  riA,  ir.  48, 66.    On  Motion  refpe^ing  Air.  rica,  iv. 
157.     On  Motion  for  Peace,  iv.  218   251.    On  Supplement  roSec(»n<i  Re;  ort^ 
^  iv.  290.    On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  L^ru  Howe.  iv.  292.    0<i  Second  R^p«  it,  iv,  ^ 
304.     Muv'S  an  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs,  iv.  311,  315.     On  Motion  of  ' 
Thanks  to  Managers  of  Impcacbment,  iv^  354.     On  Motion  of  Thanka  to  Lord 
Hood,  iv.  368,  372. 
FNMetp  Motion  lefpeAjPf^  fo  nrntinf  a  Civil  War,  it.  421* 

Frsndtt  Mr,  on  landiof  Heflian  •  roops  i.  ^28.  ii.  29^  On  Mr  Palmer*s  Sen- 
tence, ii.  123.  On  Mr.  Atlcinf  n's  Cafe,  li.  171.  On  Au|;ment  tio.i  of  Militii^ 
ii.  178,  179.  On  Slive  Trtde,  ii  337.  On  Sobfcciption  toi  raifii  g  Tioopa,  it. 
415.  On  his  M4J<'fty*s  MeiTage,  ii.  402.  On  Lottery,  ii.  5^9.  On  Volunteer 
Bills,  ii.  s8n.  On  Circular  Letters,  ii.  581.  •  On  Volente^r  Bill,  iii.  4.  On 
£aft  India  Budprt,  :ii  58.  On  Emigrant  Corps  Bill,  iii.  5Q.  239.  On  Volun- 
teer Corpf,  ill.  61.  On  Eaft  Iniia  Company,  iii.  164,  165,  247.  Oq  Reviev^ 
of  laft  Campaign,  iii.  202.  On  Piufl'tan  Subfidy,  in.  362.  Un  Su.penfion  of 
Hahegt  Orfntt  A£l,  iv.  9.  On  Supplement  to  Second  Rep^irt,  iv.  288.  On 
City  Militia  Bill,  iv.  339.  On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Managers  of  lirpeath- 
ment,  iv.  353. 
Frtneh  Prt^rtv  confifcated,  i«  2^*9.  295. 
■   ■»■  Rffubfitf  Motion  to  acknowledge  it,  i.  135, 

•  »  »  GARDNER 
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fiARDNERt  AJmi^l,  on  Convoys,  i.  173.  ii,  13.    On  Sute  of  Hatilkx  aaJ 

K(>va  Scotia,  ii.   107,  11  a.     On  Landing  of  the  French,  ii.  416. 

Cilbtrt^  Mr,  on  Bill  exempting  Poor  from  Laboor  on  Highways,  iis.  115. 

Craftm^  DvXtt  e/,  on  the  Motion  for  Prace,  i.  400.  On  Meflage  ftooi  tbe 
King.  iv.  5.  On  Motion  on  ditto,  iy.  73,  74.  On  Motion  refpc^tog  Adc 
rica,  iv.  143,  150.  On  Duke  of  Bedford*!  RefolotioQt,  with  a  ticw  to  Peaor, 
iv.  103,  194,  200.     On  Motion  tor  T'hanlct  to  Lord  Howe.  iv.  264. 

iirtmtfi*^  Ltri.  on  Addrcfs  moved  on  King*s  Speech,  i.  37,  44*  On  Mai^ti  vf 
Lanfdown*!  poftponing  his  Motion,  i.  355.  On  Expedition  to  aid  the  Ro^alifls, 
i.  360.  On  Motion  (or  Peace,  i.  416.  On  Mutiny  BUI,  ii.  35,  37.  On  fo- 
deoinity  Bill  for  landing  Hefliani,  ii.  50.  On  Slave  Trade,  ii.  223.  Motion 
xefpediiig  Krance,  ii.  424.  On  the  Addrefs,  ii.  468,473,475.  On  Volun- 
tary Subfcriptions,  ii.  521,  523.  On  Circular  Letter,  lii.  15  On  Lord  Stan- 
hope's Motion,  iii.  36,  38.  On  Vohinteer  Corps  Bill,  lit.  90,  92*  On  Prrvi> 
leges,  iii.  107.  On  N:w  Mijitia  BUI,  iii.  217,  219.  On  Inquiry  into  C»Ca 
of  MclTri.'Muir  and  Palmer,  ii^.  294.  On  PrufTwn  Sabfidy,  iii.  367,  392,  395. 
On  Slave  Trade,  iii.  42o»  42a.  On  Emigrant  Corps  Bill,  iii.  '437,  454,  465. 
On  Meflage  from  the  Kmg,  iv.  4.  Notice  of  Moriro  on  di^to,  iv.  70.  On 
bringing  in  Fiift  Repoit  of  Secret  Committee,  iv.  7S.  On  the  Report  itfelf, 
iv.  79,  81,  108.  On  Motion  refpe€lrne  America,  iv.  136,  15I1  152.  On 
Pake  of  Btd.*oTd*s  ReroTution«  lecono nr.cn Jing  Peace,  iv.  21  f.  Notice  of 
moving  Thank •  to  Lorl  H'Vre,  iv.  2s9*  Motion,  iv.  263.  On  Second  Re- 
port of  Committee  of  Secreey,  iv.  268.  Norice  of  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Lord 
Hood,  ir.  282.     Speech  and  Motion  on  the  fame,  iv.  31S,  321. 

Granriiif^  Mr,  on  Heffian  Troops,  i.  296* 

Crn^  Mr,  on  HelTian  Troop*,  1.  159,  338.  ii.  142,  169,  330.  Treaty  with 
Aing  of  Sardinia,  i.  202.  On  Convoys,  i;  220.  ii.  21,  25.  French  O^ers  in 
Britifli  Pay,  i.  231.  On  S  ate  of  Halifax  artd  Nova  Scotia,  ii.  106.  Aug- 
mentation of  Militia,  ii.  183.  Cafe  of  Muir  and  f^atmer,  ii.  282.  On  Scb- 
fcription  for  raifing  Troops,  i«.  417.  On  his  Ma)eAy*s  MeflTage,  ii.  489.  On 
Circular  Letters,  ii.  581.  On  Cane  and  Stores  le^  at  I/unkirk  and  Toulon, 
iii.  23.  On  Vohinteer  Corps,  iii.  63.  ^6.  On  Emigrant  Corps  Bill,  iii.  113, 
~      •       -         •  ,  Office  *'  ^     ~  - 


239,  30a.  Pe:ition  from  L'ttery  Office  Keepers,  iii.  244.  On  Debtors,  iii. 
305.  On  Report  of  Secret  Committee,  iii."  494  501.  505.  On  Sufpenfion  of 
SahtagCor^s  A£t,  iv.  22,  38,  67.  On  Supp:et^)ent  to  Second  Rrpo^,  iv.  283. 
287.  On  Motion  of  Adjourn  nr)ent,iv.  379.  On  PrulTian  Subfidy,  and  condu^ 
of  the  King  of  Ptuflia  ih  confcquencc,  iv.  396. 
Gvi'dfird,  Eari  a/*,  en  an  Addr  fs  m^  ved  on  King*s  Speech,  i.  19.  On  Expedi- 
tion to  aid  Royalitts  in  France,  i.  360.  On  Motion  for  Peace,  i.  411.  On 
Bill  of  Indemnity  for  landing  Hefiian  Troops,  ii.  63.  On  Slave  Tridc,  li. 
224.  On  Treaties,  ii.  369.  On  Addrefs  in  Anfwer  to  Kiog*l  Meflage, 
ii.474. 

H 

HAL  IF j4X  and  Nova  Sntta,  Stztt  of,  iVu  Zj, 

Nardvfickf^  Earl  of,  on  King's  Speech,  i.  35.  On  Voluntary  Sabfcrlptioos,  11. 
517.     Prcfents  Petition  fro«^  Mr.  Haffings,  iv.  z^j, 

Harrifcn^  M'.  on  Sinecure  Places,  iii.  3,  116,  158.  On  Emigrast  Corps  Bill, 
iii.  60,  305. 

Ha,?ifigs'i  Tnalf  Debitc  00.  i.  347 

Hay,  Lord  (Earl  of  Kinnoul),  rn  Motion  fo*  Peace,  i.  410.    Slave  Trade,  ii.  224. 

,  On  Privilege,  iii.  ico  On  Enqiiiry  into  Cafes  of  Meiirs.  Muir  and  Palmer, 
iii.  284.     On  Report  of  Secret  Committer,  iv.  97. 

Haiokejhury,  Lord,  on  Imemnitv  Bill  for  landing  ^c'flian  Troops,  ii  56.  On 
Treaties,  ii.  375,  386.  On  Voluntary  Subfcriptions,  Ii.  503.  526.  On  Navi- 
gation Laws,  ii.  57Ji.  iii/ 15.  iv.  410.  On  Pru/lian  Subfidy,  iii.  3S7,  396.  On 
Emigrant  Corps  Bill,  iii.  438.  On  Diike  of  Betiford's  Refolutiont  recommend- 
ing Peace,  iv.  207*    On  Mution  of  Thanks  to  Lord  Hood,  iv.  ^%%i  330. 

HfJlUn 
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H^Jfi^  T/9oft,  Debate  m  kadiob  i«  316.  ii.  f4S,  169,  330.    Indemiuty  Bill  Is 

Hoo(e  of  Lordt,  ii.  40*  167. 
Hmtujwod,  Mr,  on  lus  Mijefty^  MeflAgey  K.  ^%i,  485.    On  Volunteer  Bill, 

ii«  57S«iii«  11. 
ffove^  Em-l^  Letter  to  Lord  Cbanedlor  on  leceiving  the  Thankf  of  the  Hoofe, 

iv.  337*    To  Speaker  of  Houfe  of  Comxnonl  on  the  fame  fubjed,  iv«  375. 
Hwbart,  Mr,  on  Loan  and  Taxes,  u  994.    On  Sinecnre  Placet,  iii.  zia. 
HoSsrt,  Lord^  on  Sinecnre  Placet,  iii.  1 57. 
H9%»Mtrd,  Sir  Getrge^  OB  SnfpenfioB  of  i/jir^f  0;pitf  Aft,  !▼•  68. 
JtimJJiy,  Mr  on  CooYoyt,  i.  21a.    On  Army  Eftifliatei,  i.  233. 245.    On  Miilera* 

Bill,  ii.  »i6.    On  Penitentiary  Houfet^  iii.  469.   On  Sinecure  Placet,  iii.  i58. 

On  Infolvent  Debtors  Biil|  W.  155. 

I  and  J 

JF.KTLU  Mr*  on  French  Property  Bill,  i.  295.  On  Mr.  Ha(lingt*t  Trial,  i.  348. 
Go  Attoruicf,  ii.  159.  On  French  Property,  iii.  t4o.  On  Review  of  laft 
Campaign,  iti.  193.  On  Emigrant  Corpi,  iii.  305.  On  Report  of  Secret 
Committee,  iii.  504.  On  SofpenBon  of  Htieai  Ctpmt  A€t,  It.  12,  68.  On 
InfoWent  DebtOrt,  nr.  154*    Ofi  Motion  of  Adfoummeot,  ir.'  379* 

y»Hkiufom,  Mr*  on  Supply  d  Sttvet  to  Foreign  Iflindt,  11.  149.  On  Treatiet,  if. 
SQi.  On  Impriionment  of  M.  Fayette,  ii.  366.  On  Review  of  laf(  Campaign, 
111.  1 78,  206.  French  Levies,  iii«  «3i.  On  Motion  recommending  Peace, 
iv.  232. 

Jmebifuin,  Etrl  cf^  on  Emigrant  Corpa,  ill.  302. 

y§iliffef  Mr.  on  Loan  ard  Taxes,  i.  293.  On  Mr.  Palmer*s  Sentence,  ii.  140. 
On  the  Sabbath,  Ii.  176.  On  Emigrant  Corpa  Bill.  iii.  Z13.  On  Bill  ex- 
empting Poor  from  Labour  on  High wayt,  iii.  115.  On  Contradors,  iii.  4i6» 
461.    On  Sabbath  Day  Bill,  lit.  276. 


KENTON,  Lri,  on  Trial  of  Mr.  Haftingf,  ii.  167.    On  Howard's  Dfvorce  Billy 
^  ill.  162.    On  Complaint  agiunft  one  of  the  Managers,  iii.  366. 


l,AMB70N,  Mr.  on  French  Levies,  iii.  231.  239,  On  Report  of  Secret  Com- 
mittee. Hi.  493.  On  Sufpenfion  of  lUbeat  Oifw  Aft,  iv.  27,  30.  On  Sop- 
plement  to  Second  Report,  iv.  288.    On  the  Second  Report,  iv.  298. 

PtHfimfi,  Mtrffi*  of,  tm  King's  Speech,  i.  38.     Motion  for  Peace,  i.  364.  437. 

:  On  Indemnity  Bill  for  landing  Heffian  Troops,  ii  66.  On  Treaties,  ii.  388. 
On  Circular  Letter,  iii.  14.  On  Volunteer  Corpe  Bill>  iii.  89.  90,  91,  93.  On 
Privilege,  iii.'  108.  On  New  Militia  Bill,  iii.  211,  2x7,  218,  227.  Emigrant 
Corps  Bill,  iii.  447,  458.  On  Motion  for  Addreft,  iv.  74.  On  Motion  for 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Hahtmt  Ctrpmt  A6t,  iv.  115.  Notice  refpefting  America,  iv* 
IS5.  Moves  a  Qoeftion  on  the  fame,  iv«  126, 151,  152,  154.  On  Duke  of 
Bedford's  Reiblutions  rrcommendtng  Peace,  iv.  209. 

LsuJcrdsU,  Emrl  0/,  on  King's  Speech,  i.  48,  50*    On  Sentence  of  Mr.  Muir, 

'  Mr.  Palmer,  Scr,  i.  184.  On  Marqais  of  Lanfdown's  poftponing  Motion,  u 
356.  On  Expedition  to  aid  the  Royaliftc,  i.  3^9.  On  Motion  for  Peace,  i, 
440.  On  Mutiny  Bill,  ii.  36,  37.  On  Inderrnity  Bill  for  landing  Hrflians,^ 
"'  44'  53*  ^"  ^^  Radnor's  Prostfl,  ii.  216,  217.  On  Treaties,  ii.  383.  On 
Motion  refpefting  France,  ii.  413.  On  Addreft,  ii.  468,  472,  475.  On  Vo- 
luarary  Sobfcriptioos,  ii.  496,  5061  520,  526.  On  Privilcj^e,  iii.  55,  58,  59, 
9i»  xxo.  On  Volunteer  Corps  Billt  iii.  90.  On  New  Miliria,  iii.  sao.  On 
Trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  iii.  261.  On  Enquiry  into  Cfcfes  of  MefTrs.  Muir  and 
Palmer,  iii.  26a,  290,  293.  On  Pruffian  Subfidy.  iii.  383,  394.  On  Slave 
Trade,  iii.  423*  On  Emigrant  Corps,  tii.  436,  440.  On  Motion  in  confe- 
queocc^  72,  74.    On  bringing  in  Firft  Report,  iv.  78.'    On  the  Report,  iv.  80, 


eumLASf  TmOL 

ft,  rooy  tet»  f M»    Ott  ModoB  itfj^eainf  Ancricty  !▼•  '4-4*      On  131 

>c<lferd'»  Rdolatieni  ftoommendiag  Pcact,  W.  !•»<  Oa  Mocioa  ^»r  11 
to  L«H  Ho««»  W.  s66.  On  SccMd  Report,  W.  S73,  279,  sS  j.  On  Jl 
Ibr  Thanks  to  Lord  Hood,  h,  319.  Moipo  that  a  CoAmOfee  be  appcMZ 
cronioc  the  Balldiagt«  for  the  Porpofe  of  liviog  DucQioao  to  rrnSrw  the 
aioro  coni9)o4io««9  ir,  319.  Oa  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Lord  Hoodj,  tv* 
3«9«  330,  331.  Oa  ModflS  t»  tdjowDy  !▼.  376,  377*  Mocsmb  bo  eft 
SfUktr,  W  407. 

Ism.  Mr  ooMotioBof  ThoBkatolCaaaieftof  iBtfeacboMBt^  iv.  S54«  56s 

Isflii*    ilfi'.  en  Slave  Tra^*  t.  305. 

JLw/%  l>«Aff  rft  oa  MotioB  for  Peace,  i.  4ff»  OnTreatiesy  ii.  39  x.  €>n 
loatary  Sohfcription,  ii.  511.  On  Ncv  MiJttia  Bill.  tit.  bbi.  O^  Jbia 
f»r  Sofpcnfion  of  Hmhtst  Corpm  K6t.  iv.  |iS.  As  Chairmao  of  Coi<JW 
apooin  0*  'o  inCpoft  the  Hoofe  aad  ad|oiaiB|{  Boildiogf,  im*  374. 

LtwtH  Sir  fFsfkiw^  OA  Second  Report,  iv.  3#3.  Motion  lor  City  Militia  I 
w  333 

X#«dbo,  Stjkcp  i/,  on  Slave  Trade,  ii.  113. 

Xaiy»  Mr.  00  Penay  Poll*  ii.  143, 144.    Oa  Motion  of  ^^tntnwmnt,  at.  3^ 

XstdMsftr^  Ot,  in  Reply  to  Mr.  Shendan*s  p«lbnalChaffe>  tr*  t^t* 
Jitmdnf  Mr,  ob  SecoBd  Report  of  CoBMBkUoof  Sociocy»  iv.,  315* 

M 

MADCLE^nELD,  E^/^  on  yoloatsry  SnbMptioB*,  it.  $0$. 

Mtck$d,  CtUmii,  on  EiaiiraQt  Bill.  Iti.  60,  113.    Oi  Review  of  laft  Cmmp^^ 

»L  19^    On  Aberdeen  Police  Bill,  tii.  354,  46^. 
M^ntMrimg^  Mir,  oB  Attomies^  ii    15$  ^  On  tuc  Sabbath,  fi.  175.     On  Roy 

alty  Theatre,  iii.  B41,  043.     On  Sibteth  Day  Bill,  iii.  076.  an?. 


^Uifkmd,  Mmjw,  00  Army  Efttmates,  i  233,  144*  Frenh  OflioerB  in  Enti& 
P^y,  i.  230.  131.  On  landing  Hrffi«n  Troops,  i.  tjS.  On  Conv«>ya,  ii.  1^ 
On  8t4t  ol  Hal  if  X  and  Nova  Scotia,  ii.  106.  'On  Mr.  Paloier%  Sentence, 
ii.  t34>.  Coos  and  Stores  left  at  Don^irk,  iii.  iS,  at,  34.  On  Re»Jcwof 
hilfr  Caiapaign,  iii  165  a  10.  On  French  Cb'M,  iii.  256,257  On  BiU  for 
Sufpenfion  of  H^msCnpm  Ad,  iv,  6S.  On  M  •tien  of  Th»nkft  to  ir  Ckarles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jerv.s,  iv.  jt^    On  Supplement  to  Second  Report,  i».  a 85. 

MsUn^  h^fiy  takes  toe  nathi  and  his  fcac,  iv   256.  ' 

MSantfitU,  E^!ifp  00  King's  Speech,  i.  31.  On  Sentence  of  Court  of  Jufli- 
dary,  i.  182.  On  Tieaiics,  ii.  386.  Oa  Motion  refpeAiitg  France,  n.  422. 
On  Earl  S'aahope*|  Motion,  iii.  34.  O1  Privikte,  iii.  109.  On  Enquiry 
into  Cafes  ol  Meflra.  Muir  and  Palmer,  iii«  278.  On  Prafiian  Subftdy,  iti.  7%o, 
On  Emigrant  Cbrpe  Bill,  iii.  445.  On  Report  of  Secret  Cooieiiticr,  and  Mo- 
tion giving  Minifters  Powers  ot  an  extr. ordinary  Nature,  iv«  108.  Oa  AJotirg 
lefpeding  America,  iv.  149.  On  Dake  of  Bedtord^s  Refolutieoi  racommend* 
sng  Peace,  iv.  197.  On  Second  Report  of  thg  CoBUoittte,  if.  177,  On 
Or«»er,  iv.  331, 

Mswtim^  Mr,  on  Army  Eftimatfa,  1.  26s.  On  landing  Heffiia  TVoopr,  I  547, 
On  Treaties,  ii.  213.  On  Imprifonment  of  M.  de  ia  Fayette,  li.  366.  On 
Sobfcpiption  tor  raiting  Troops,  ii.  410.  On  his  Majeftv'i  Meflage,  ii.  49J. 
On  Prafiian  SobSdy,  iii.  43  x.  Report  of  Secret  Coaimitur,  iii.  49}.  Oa 
Second  Re|.ort,  ie.  303. 

Mifag*  frtm  hit  M^yfy^  on  Neceffity  of  angmenting  his  XmA  Forces,  n«  4S0. 
428.  480.  On  he  Imurovrmeot  of  tbeLsnd  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  iii.  39, 
115.  On  Treaty  of  Subfidy  with  Pruflia  and  United  Statest  351.  Oa  Sc4itiooi 
Pradicft,  iii.  471.  iv.  3. 

Mdhmmky  M'-.  on  Sufpenfion  ot  B^kmt  C^^rprnt  Aft,  tv.  at. 

Mther^  Sir  fy.llt^mt  00  Emigrant  Corp*  Bil]|  iii.  303, 

Militis  Augmentation,  ii.  174,  176,  333. 

Mitfird,  Sit  J^bn,  (Vide  S^iicittr  Gemtr^,) 

ACwrtfy  E*rl  0f^  on  Eipcdition  to  aid  the  Roy^Uftr*  u  356.  Oa  lofelTent 
Dtfbtori  Bill,  iii.  161  • 

Afwfcya, 
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V  iL.  i^ox'^tt*  ^'  ®"  hnding  Heffiaa  Tropps,  i.  334,  On  Sinecvre  Places,  im  tS^. 
^'^  <i^r»n«r^*iii  £^  0/0  oa  KiajU  Speech,  i*  67,    On  £«ft  India  Loan  8U1,  iiu 

*7f  a.  xf^i^m^  for  Addrtft  on  Ktng*s  Speech,  i.  f  2,  55.  To  acknowledge  Frenck  Re- 
^^^^i  public,  i.  137-  On  Condad  of  the  Courts  of  Criroinaf  Law  in  Scotland,  1.  151. 
'^.^y  <57»  >7^«  >04«  35'*  1^'*  ^^^  **>  AcQoont  of  Salaries,  i.  i6i«  ,  On  Convoys 
>^  b^  i.  167,  173.  ii.  3.  On  Sardinian  Treaty,  i«  J96. 1x4..  On  French  Officen  m 
'  ^      BriCilh  Pay,  i.  230.     On  fecuring  French  Property  in  England,  i.  23«.    Ob 

Bill  lor  aboliihing  the  Trade  for  fapplying  foreign  Toriitories  with  Siavea,  i. 
**«^>     *^99*     ^  Treaty  for  engaging  Hanovesian  Troopa,  i.  315.     On  landing  fdei^ 

fiAn  Troops,  i.  316.  On  Trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  i.  347.  For  Peace,  i.  364* 
'^i}L      On  Indemnity  Bill  for  landing  Heflian  Troops,  i*  42.  ii.  t^.    On  S«»cty«f 

V  lu  ,  "W^ft  India  Iflands,  ii.  85.  On  State  of  Halifaji  and  KoTa  Scotia,  it.  S7,  T* 
itr^i:  f .  ad4refs  the  King  on  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Pahner,  ii.  ixS.  On  the  Sabbath,  li.  17 $« 
J>  On  Angmencation  of  Militia,  ii.  176.  On  Treaties,  ii.  183.  On  Cafes  «f 
WCttlL      MeiGre.  Moir  and  Palmer,  ii.  115.     Concerniog  Slave  Trade,  it.  si6,  335. 

On  Imprilbnment  of  M.  de  la  Fajette,  ii,  337.    On  the  Alien  Bill,  ii.  404. 

On  Sabfcription  for  raifiog  Ttoops,  ii.  40S.  On  Treaties,  ii.  349.  On  Cooic 
"fmm,      •€  Criminal  Law  in  Scotland,  ii.  427.     Refpe^uig  France,  ii.  421.     On  AiU 

<lrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  Maje(^*s  M^ilage  on  the  Aagmeutation  of  the  Forcct, 
kujk  iu  46s.  Coocemiog  Voluntary  SubfcuptionR,  ii.  496.  Concerning  CurtvLir 
«}tj»         l«etters,  ii.  580.  iii.  141   88.    Concerning  Guns  and  Stores  left  at  Dunkirk 
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